
 
 
 
 

DRAFT AGENDA  
 

Wake County Historic Preservation Commission 
Monthly Meeting 

Tuesday, October 13, 2026 – 3:30 PM  
Room 2800 – Wake County Justice Center 

301 S. McDowell Street, Raleigh, North Carolina 
 
 

I. Call to Order/ Roll Call 
  
II. Approval of October 13, 2026 Agenda  
 
III.  Approval of September 8, 2026 Minutes 
 
IV.  Public Hearing for a Certificate of Appropriateness (CA-11-26) 
   Owners: Helping Horse, Inc. 

     Landmark: Montague-Jones Farm     
         Location:   5104 Riley Hill Road, Wendell 
     Jurisdiction:   Wake County  

The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
construction of a new covered arena over the open-air riding 
arena. 
 

V. Designation Committee Report 
 

VI.       Staff Report 
  A. James E. Ballentine House, 6921 Sunset Lake Road, Fuquay-Varina 
  B. Rands Mill Roadside Marker 
  C.         Annual Retreat  

D. CLG Training 
E. Minor Works Approvals 
F. Other 

  
VII. Old Business 
 
VIII.  New Business 
 
IX. Other Business 
                
X. Chair’s Report 
 
XI. Adjourn 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

DRAFT AGENDA 
 

Wake County Historic Preservation Commission 
DESIGNATION COMMITTEE 

Tuesday, October 13, 2026 – 3:00 PM   
Room 2800 – Wake County Justice Center 

301 S. McDowell Street, Raleigh, North Carolina 

 
 

I.     Call to Order 
 
II.    Approval of October 13, 2026 Agenda 
 
III.   Staff Report 

A. James E. Ballentine House, 6921 Sunset Lake Road, Fuquay-Varina  
B. Preservation Fund FY 2027  
C. Other 

 
IV.    Other Business 
 
V.    Chair’s Report 
 
VI. Adjourn 

 
 
 
 
 

 



*Copies of any of the designation reports and other information regarding agenda items available by 
calling (919) 833-6404 or e-mailing info@cappresinc.org 

 
DRAFT MINUTES 

 
Wake County Historic Preservation Commission 

Tuesday, September 8, 2026 – 3:45 PM Room 2800 – Wake County Justice Center 
301 S. McDowell Street, Raleigh, North Carolina 

 
Members Present (10): Mr. Jeff Hastings (Chair), Mr. Ed Morris (Vice-Chair), Ms. Suzanne 
Prince, Ms. Peggy Beach, Mr. Dan Turner, Ms. Karen Padgett, Ms. Judy Bass, Ms. 
Stephanie Ashworth, Mr. John McDougal, Ms. Pary Peterson 
 
Members Absent (2): Mr. Brendan Fetters, Mr. Tom Carrigan 
 
Staff (2): Mr. Gary Roth and Mr. Jeremy Bradham, Capital Area Preservation, Inc. (CAP)  
 
1.   Call to Order/ Roll Call  
Mr. Hastings called the meeting to order at 3:31pm. 
Mr. Hastings welcomed new commissioner Ms. Mary Peterson. Members and staff 
introduced themselves and briefly described their backgrounds and involvement in 
historic preservation. Ms. Peterson noted that she is from Apex, serves on the Apex 
Historical Society Board and the Town of Apex Planning Board, and is a teacher. 
 
2.   Approval of September 8, 2026 Agenda 
Approved as submitted. 
 
3. Approval of August 11, 2026 Minutes 
Approved as submitted.  
 
4.  Public Hearing for a Certificate of Appropriateness (CA-09-26) 

Owners:  8401 Mitchell Mill, LLC 
Landmark:  Hartsfield-Perry Farm   
Location:   8401 Mitchell Mill Road, Zebulon 
Jurisdiction:   Wake County  
The applicant is requesting a Certificate of Appropriateness for 
installation of solar panels on a non-contributing secondary building. 

 
Mr. Hastings began by summarizing the public hearing procedures. 
 
(https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/board-commissioners/meetings-
schedules-materials/meeting-procedures) 
 
Mr. Hastings opened the public hearing for Certificate of Appropriateness CA-09-26. All 
individuals intending to provide testimony were sworn. 
 
Mr. Bradham presented the application for installation of a roof-mounted solar 
photovoltaic system on a modern, non-contributing horse stable at the rear of the 
approximately 30-acre Hartsfield-Perry Farm. He noted that solar installations are 
reviewed as Major Works and that staff had worked with the new owners to locate the 
panels as far from the principal historic residence and public rights-of-way as 
practicable. The proposed system consists of twenty black solar panels divided 

https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/board-commissioners/meetings-schedules-materials/meeting-procedures
https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/board-commissioners/meetings-schedules-materials/meeting-procedures
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between two opposing rear roof slopes of the stable. The panels will be mounted 
parallel to the existing metal roof using dark-colored mounting hardware. Associated 
work includes junction boxes beneath the panels, conduit along the stable, and an 
approximately 300-foot underground trench connecting the system to the existing utility 
service. No panels are proposed on the historic residence or contributing agricultural 
buildings. 
 
Mr. Bradham presented the staff analysis. With no questions, Mr. Bradham provided the 
following relevant Principles and Standards for the proposed work: 
 
Section 23 – Solar Panels 

1. Solar panels must be located to minimize visibility from public rights-of-way. 
Installation on primary facades, primary roof slopes, or highly visible elevations is 
not appropriate. 

2. Solar panels must not obscure, alter, or visually compete with character-defining 
features, including historic roof forms, ridgelines, chimneys, dormers, or decorative 
roof elements. 

3. Installation of solar panels must not require removal, replacement, or irreversible 
alteration of historic materials or roof systems. Modifying historic construction to 
accommodate panels is not appropriate. 

4. Solar panels must be installed using reversible mounting systems that allow for 
future removal without permanent damage to historic fabric. 

5. Panel arrays must remain visually subordinate to the historic building. Large or 
visually dominant installations that overwhelm roof planes or site features are not 
appropriate. 

6. Preferred locations for solar panels include secondary roof slopes, rear elevations, 
accessory structures, or discreet ground-mounted locations where visual impact is 
minimized. 

8. Solar panels must be low-profile and non-reflective. Highly reflective surfaces, 
bright frames, or visually contrasting mounting systems are not appropriate. 

9. Associated conduit, wiring, and equipment must be concealed to the greatest 
extent possible, and exposed components on primary elevations or roof slopes are 
not appropriate. 

 
N.B. Mr. Hastings commented that the application appeared straightforward because 
the panels would be located on a non-contributing building well removed from the 
historic residence. Staff noted that the proposal presented to the Commission was the 
third version developed through consultation with the applicant. 
 
Mr. Hastings asked if there was anyone to speak for or against the application. Hearing 
none, Mr. Hastings closed the public hearing.  
 
With no further discussion, Ms. Beach offered the following motion: “I move that the 
Wake County Historic Preservation Commission find and conclude that the proposed 
work at the Hartsfield-Perry Farm is in accordance with the following applicable Wake 
County Principles & Standards as fully read into the record by staff: 
 
Section 23 – Solar Panels 
Standards 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, and 9 
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FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS 
 
1. The proposed twenty-panel solar array is located on the rear roof slopes of a modern, 
non-contributing secondary building situated at the rear of the landmark property, 
away from the principal historic residence and public rights-of-way, minimizing its 
visibility and impact on the historic character of the Hartsfield-Perry Farm.  
 
2. The proposed solar panels are low-profile, dark in color, and mounted parallel to the 
existing metal roof, allowing the installation to remain visually subordinate to the historic 
property and avoiding alteration or obstruction of character-defining features of the 
principal historic residence. The submitted plans show twenty panels divided between 
two roof planes of the stable.  
 
3. Associated electrical equipment is located within the secondary agricultural portion 
of the property, with junction boxes located beneath the panels and conduit 
transitioning to an approximately 300-foot underground trench, minimizing the visibility 
of associated wiring and equipment.  
 
4. The proposed work is consistent with the applicable Wake County Principles & 
Standards.  
 
5. The proposed work is not incongruous with the special character of the Hartsfield-
Perry Farm, as required by Chapter 160D of the North Carolina General Statutes.” 
 
Upon a second by Mr. Turner and with no further discussion, the motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
Ms. Beach offered the following motion: “Based on the foregoing Findings of Fact and 
Conclusions, I move that the Wake County Historic Preservation Commission grant  
Certificate of Appropriateness No. CA-09-26 for the proposed work at the Hartsfield-
Perry Farm.” 
 
Upon a second by Mr. Turner and with no discussion, the motion passed unanimously. 
 
5.   Designation Committee Report  
Mr. Turner reported that approximately $9,385 remained available in the FY 2027 
Preservation Fund. The committee also discussed a potential future landmark 
designation of a historic country store near Lizard Lick Road/Zebulon that requires 
additional research. 
Mr. Turner also reported on the endangered James E. Ballentine House, 6921 Sunset 
Lake Road, Fuquay-Varina, which is affected by a proposed M/I Homes residential 
development. The house was constructed in 1890 by James Erastus "Professor" 
Ballentine. His widow, Lillian Parker Yates Ballentine, established the Ballentine Dairy on 
the property in 1906, and their son, Lynton Yates "Stag" Ballentine, later served as 
Lieutenant Governor and North Carolina Commissioner of Agriculture. 
Mr. Turner reported that a recent site meeting with M/I Homes, Fuquay-Varina officials, 
Commissioners Charlie Adcock and Marilyn Gardner, CAP, and local preservation 
representatives resulted in further discussion about preserving the house in its original 
location on a separate parcel. CAP expressed willingness to accept donation of the 
house and parcel, undertake stabilization and partial rehabilitation, and ultimately 
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convey the property to a private owner subject to a preservation easement and 
rehabilitation agreement. 
The Designation Committee recommended adoption of a Resolution of Support for the 
Preservation of the James E. Ballentine House. Mr. Turner read the resolution into the 
record. Discussion followed regarding retaining the house in its original location with 
sufficient surrounding land and buffering. 
With the recommendation of the Designation Committee constituting a motion and 
second, the Commission voted unanimously to adopt the Resolution of Support. A copy 
of the adopted Resolution of Support is on file with these minutes. 
 
6.   Staff Report  

A. James E. Ballentine House, 6921 Sunset Lake Road, Fuquay-Varina: Mr. Roth 
thanked Mr. Turner and the Designation Committee and reiterated that the 
Ballentine House had been genuinely threatened by the proposed development. 
Prior to the recent site meeting, the developer had indicated that there was no 
viable way to preserve the house and had discussed alternatives such as salvaging 
portions of the building. Mr. Roth recognized Commissioners Charlie Adcock and 
Marilyn Gardner for their involvement in bringing the interested parties together 
and advocating for preservation. He noted that Commissioner Adcock spoke to 
the importance of the Ballentine property and dairy to generations of Fuquay-
Varina residents. Mr. Roth noted that the site meeting included Town 
representatives, local museum and preservation representatives, CAP, and the 
developer. He stated that the level of community interest appeared to make an 
impression on the developer and that discussions were moving in a more positive 
direction. 

B. Rands Mill Roadside Marker: Mr. Roth reported that the Rands Mill roadside marker 
project was nearing production following coordination with the Town of Garner 
and Wake County regarding cost-sharing. The total project cost is approximately 
$5,230, including approximately $1,500 already expended by Wake County for 
preparation of the marker text. Staff had worked with Wake County to develop a 
simple method for accounting for the County's prior expenditure so that the total 
project cost would ultimately be shared equally between Wake County and the 
Town of Garner. Mr. Roth anticipated that the marker could soon proceed into 
production and thanked the Commission members from Garner who had worked 
with Town officials to advance the project. 

C. Annual Retreat: Mr. Roth reported that staff proposed holding the annual WCHPC 
retreat on Wednesday, November 18, 2026, rather than the customary Tuesday 
schedule. The proposed retreat would focus on significant historic properties in the 
Blount Street area of Raleigh, potentially including the North Carolina Executive 
Mansion, Anthemion Award recipients, and properties protected by CAP 
preservation easements. Wednesday was proposed to accommodate a possible 
special tour of the Executive Mansion. Staff will continue developing the itinerary 
and coordinating access. 

D. CLG Training: Mr. Roth congratulated the Commission on successfully meeting its 
Certified Local Government training requirements for the current reporting year. 
He explained for Ms. Peterson's benefit that the CLG program requires continuing 
preservation training for Commission members and staff. Ms. Peterson will receive 
an orientation as a new member, and staff will ensure that the State Historic 
Preservation Office has an updated Commission roster so that she receives future 
training notices. 
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E. Minor Works Staff Approvals: Mr. Bradham presented two minor work COAs that 
were approved by staff:  
CA-08-26 – Thompson-Utley-Fletcher-Tunstall House, Apex: Staff approved minor 
modifications to the previously approved Major Work COA, including revisions to 
the standing-seam metal roof and code-required handrailings/guardrail.  

F. Mr. Bradham noted that the Designation Committee report had inadvertently been 
omitted from the regular meeting agenda. Because he had attended the 
committee meeting immediately prior to the regular meeting and much of its 
discussion overlapped with the Preservation Fund report, he incorporated the 
relevant information into the Staff Report. 
 

7. Old Business: Ms. Prince asked about the anticipated schedule for the annual retreat. 
Mr. Bradham reported that the retreat typically runs from approximately 10:00am until 
4:30pm, with the regular Commission meeting beginning at 3:30pm. The proposed Raleigh 
retreat may focus primarily on tours because of the number of significant properties 
available in the Blount Street area. Potential stops discussed included the Executive 
Mansion and several restored or easement-protected properties along Blount Street. Mr. 
Bradham noted that CAP has relationships with several property owners that may assist in 
arranging access. Parking and walking between sites were also discussed. No final itinerary 
was established. 
 
8.   New Business 

A. Possible Resolution Regarding Proposed Demolition of the James E. Ballentine 
House, Fuquay-Varina 

 This item was addressed under the Designation Committee Report. The 
Commission unanimously adopted the Resolution of Support for the Preservation 
of the James E. Ballentine House. 
The resolution supports preservation of the house in its original location and 
encourages the Town of Fuquay-Varina, the property owner, and M/I Homes to 
pursue a plan providing for a separate parcel and donation of the property to 
Capital Area Preservation, Inc. It further supports donation to CAP as a means of 
securing rehabilitation and permanent protection, or another arrangement 
providing equivalent protection, and encourages continued coordination 
among the Town, developers, and CAP. 

 
9.   Other Business: None 
 
10.   Chair’s Report: Mr. Hastings reported that he had no significant additional business. 
He noted that preservation projects in Apex were continuing to move forward and that 
the Thompson-Utley-Fletcher-Tunstall House had recently been painted. 
 
11.   Adjourned: Hearing no objection, the meeting was adjourned at 4:20pm. 
 
 
Jeremy Bradham 
Secretary 
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KEYNOTES - PLAN NOTES

P01 PEMB STRUCTURE, TYP.

P02 PREFABRICATED ALUMINUM ARENA BLEACHERS

P03 NO SLAB AT ARENA FLOOR; FOOTING MEDIUM TO BE COORDINATED BY OWNER

P04 6"H CIP CONCRETE PEDESTAL AT PEMB ARENA COLUMN, TYP.

P05 CIP CONCRETE SLAB ON GRADE

P06 5'H WOOD OR COMPOSITE FENCING

P07 PREFINISHED ALUMINUM STOREFRONT SYSTEM

P08 4' W PEDESTRIAN GATE

P09 8' W HORSE GATE

P10 10' W EQUIPMENT GATE

P11 DOUBLE HUNG ALUMINUM WINDOW UNIT WITH SIMULATED DIVIDED LITES
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ELEVATION LEGEND
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KEYNOTES - ELEVATION

E01 5'H WOOD OR COMPOSITE FENCING

E02 PREFABRICATED METAL CUPOLA

E03 PREFINISHED METAL GUTTER AND DOWNSPOUT, BY PEMB
PROVIDER

E04 FIBER CEMENT PANEL AND TRIM OVER METAL STUD
INFILL, PAINTED

E05 PREFINISHED METAL WALL PANEL SYSTEM BY PEMB
PROVIDER

E06 DIMENSIONAL SIGNAGE

E07 PEMB COLUMN, ON 6" H CIP PEDESTAL

E08 PREFINISHED METAL ROOF BY PEMB PROVIDER

E11 DOUBLE HUNG ALUMINUM WINDOW UNIT WITH
SIMULATED DIVIDED LITES

3/32" = 1'-0"A201

01 NORTH ELEVATION

3/32" = 1'-0"A201

03 SOUTH ELEVATION
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04 WEST ELEVATION
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02 EAST ELEVATION
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