Wake County Big Sweep

2022 MPACT REPORT

Wake County Big Sweep had its first full season since COVID. For
the 2022 calendar year, 43 events were conducted throughout

i Wake County.
n

Volunteers

The year encompassed 1,165
volunteers who donated 3,116 hours
valued at $90,901.82.
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Pounds

This year, a total of 63,435 lbs of litter
were removed. Of that, 32,879 Ibs
were diverted from the landfill
through recycling. Comparatively,
this season surpassed our best
season in 2007, 33,905 Ibs, by 87%.
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Goals Achieved

This year, we aimed to expand Big Sweep and were able
to introduce a total of 15 new locations, 12 new
organizations/groups, and 13 first-time Zone Captains.

Community Engagement Watercraft Sweeps
Since January 2022, we This year we conducted 6
increased our engagement events on the water in
from 1,566 people to 2,221. kayaks and canoes.
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watersheds

BACKGROUND

In total, Wake County has 46 subwatersheds. Of those,
23 are drinking water supply sources and 43 are
impaired. The impaired watersheds were determined by
the NCDEQ Impaired List Federal Clean Water Act 2022
Integrated Report. The name of the list comes from
Section 303(d) of the Federal Clean Water Act (CWA),
which requires States to identify and establish a priority
ranking for waterbodies for which existing controls are
not stringent enough to attain and maintain applicable
water quality standards, and to establish total
maximum daily loads (TMDLs) for the pollutants
responsible.

Watersheds used for Wake County Big Sweep data
analysis are the 12-digit HUC (Hydrologic Unit Code) .

subwatersheds. ¢'

Percentage of Watersheds Cleaned Per
Calendar Year

This year, Big Sweep cleaned 35% of drinking water supply watersheds,
88% of impaired watersheds, and 46% of all watersheds.
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Zone Captain, Richard Arnold, digging
a shopping cart out of Crabtree Creek
via canoe

Jennifer Browndorf, new Zone Zone Captain, Mark EImore, at
Captain, standing in front of Craft Happiness hybrid watercraft

the haul from an on-the-water event at Lake Johnson
1 cleanup at Falls Lake addressing volunteers

Percentage of Increase

Comparing last year's watershed percentages
achieved to this year's.

Total 12-Digit Drinking Impaired
Watersheds Targeted Watersheds Targeted Watersheds Targeted
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https://www.fuquay-varina.org/176/Stormwater-Management
https://www.townofcary.org/connect-engage/volunteer/environmental-volunteering/spruce
https://deq.nc.gov/
https://deq.nc.gov/about/divisions/water-resources/water-resources-public-information/water-education-programs/water-education-and-outreach/nc-project-wet-facilitators-corner
https://www.biogen.com/
https://raleighnc.gov/parks1
https://www.spglobal.com/en/
https://www.murphysnaturals.com/
https://ncwf.org/
https://friendsofwakesoil.org/
https://mountainstoseatrail.org/the-friends/
https://www.heyokpictures.com/
https://gflenv.com/
https://heidelbergmaterials.us/?utm_source=G&utm_medium=lpm&utm_campaign=lehigh
https://www.pinestatecoffee.com/
http://localsseafood.com/
https://www.xylem.com/en-us/
https://southwakeconservationists.org/
https://capefearadventures.com/
https://www.altardstate.com/
https://www.fuquay-varina.org/183/Public-Involvement-Participation
https://www.garnernc.gov/departments/parks-recreation-and-cultural-resources/parks-facilities/parks/white-deer-park
https://www.foothillsbrewing.com/welcome/?returnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.foothillsbrewing.com%2F

