
CALL TO ARTIST / REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS 

PUBLIC ART FOR WAKE COUNTY PARKS 

DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSIONS 

2:00 PM (EST) Friday, May 24th, 2024 

 WCArtistCallParks@wake.gov 
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I. Call to Artist/Request for Qualifications for Public Art

Wake County seeks to commission professional artists to create site-specific exterior artwork to 
be placed at 7 Wake County Parks being renovated through Wake County’s Capital Improvement 
Plan as described below. There will also be additional future public art opportunities in Wake 
County parks associated with this RFQ beyond the initial 7 projects. It is anticipated that 
multiple artists will be selected for these services. The selected artists will contract directly with 
Wake County to successfully complete the full scope of the Project within the projected budgets 
and schedules. 

In 2017, Wake County adopted a Public Art Administrative Policy. The intent of the policy is to 
enhance the aesthetic environment, expand public experience and exposure to culture through 
various art forms, enhance the appearance of public facilities and improve the environment of the 
county on behalf of its citizens, by the incorporation of art in the design and construction of 
various public facilities within the county. County capital improvement projects estimated to cost 
$1 million or more that provide significant general public access such as libraries, parks, and 
greenways shall be eligible for funding based upon the project construction cost. 

This Request for Qualifications provides information on the scope of the project and information 
to aid in preparing responses. All inquiries regarding this Request for Qualifications must be in 
writing and must be submitted to the Project Manager listed below by the date identified in the 
Project timeline. To be considered, submissions must comply with the requirements outlined in 
this document. (Refer to section V. Submission Requirements.) 

II. Scope of the Project

A. Purpose: Wake County seeks to commission professional artists to create  
site-specific exterior artwork to be placed at 7 Wake County Parks. 

B. Project Budget:  $50,000.00 Per Park (All inclusive – design and construction).
This amount is inclusive of all costs associated with this public   art     
project including, but not limited to, artist fees, other consultants’ and   
subcontractors’ fees, insurance conforming to Wake County standards, 
engineering, permits, materials, fabrication, transportation, installation 
(including any site modification), and post installation documentation.  



 
 
 
 
 
C. Overall Project Background & Context:  Based on the park master plans the project 

provides opportunities to incorporate public art pieces throughout the site. The public art 
pieces may be interactive and educational as well as visual and should be 
consistent with the parks project goals. A park system context map and 
conceptual master plans for each park are included in the exhibits at the end of this 
document. The full parks master plan document is available with this link: https://s3.us-
west-1.amazonaws.com/wakegov.com.if-us-west-1/s3fs-public/documents/2021-
01/Wake%20Parks%20Master%20Plan-February%202017.pdf  
 

D.  Scope Overview:  As the overall design for each park continues to be developed, the 
selected artists will have the opportunity to engage with the design team, through the 
final stages of the design process.  

 

E. Projects:  

1) Blue Jay Point County Park 

   
a. Location: 3200 Pleasant Union Church Road, Raleigh, NC 27614 
 
b. Project Background & Context: 

This 236-acre park features hiking trails, shoreline fishing, picnic areas, 
playgrounds, open play fields and Go Ape Treetop Courses.  
Additional information about the park is available with this link: 
https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-
parks-trails/blue-jay-point-county-park 

  
c. Park Schedule: 

In design 2024. 

 

https://s3.us-west-1.amazonaws.com/wakegov.com.if-us-west-1/s3fs-public/documents/2021-01/Wake%20Parks%20Master%20Plan-February%202017.pdf
https://s3.us-west-1.amazonaws.com/wakegov.com.if-us-west-1/s3fs-public/documents/2021-01/Wake%20Parks%20Master%20Plan-February%202017.pdf
https://s3.us-west-1.amazonaws.com/wakegov.com.if-us-west-1/s3fs-public/documents/2021-01/Wake%20Parks%20Master%20Plan-February%202017.pdf
https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-parks-trails/blue-jay-point-county-park
https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-parks-trails/blue-jay-point-county-park


2) Crowder County Park  

 
a. Location: 4709 Ten-Ten Road, Apex, NC 27539 

 
b. Project Background & Context: 

Crowder County Park, which opened in 1998 is comprised of 33 acres with an 
additional 96 acres recently added and provides a variety of educational and 
recreational activities for all ages along with accessibility-maintained trails. 
Additional information about the park is available with this link: 
https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-
parks-trails/crowder-county-park  

  
c. Park Schedule: 

In design 2025. 
 

3) Green Hills County Park 
 

  
a. Location: 9300 Deponie Drive, Raleigh, NC 27614 
 
b. Project Background & Context: 

Green Hills Park (formerly North Wake Landfill District Park) is a 36 acre park 
that has nearly 5 miles of paved and unpaved trails, a playground, picnic shelter 
and two hilltop observation areas. 
Additional information about the park is available with this link: 
https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-
parks-trails/green-hills-county-park 
 

  

https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-parks-trails/crowder-county-park
https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-parks-trails/crowder-county-park
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c. Park Schedule: 
In design 2024.  

  
4) Harris Lake County Park 

  
  

a. Location: 2112 County Park Drive, New Hill, NC 27562 
 

b. Project Background & Context: 
Harris Lake County Park is a 680-acre park that is situated near the Shearon 
Harris Reservoir in New Hill and includes kayaking, educational programs, disc 
golf, along with biking and hiking trails. 
Additional information about the park is available with this link: 
https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-
parks-trails/harris-lake-county-park 

  
c. Park Schedule: 

In design 2024.  
 

5) Historic Oak View County Park 
 

  
a. Location: 4028 Carya Drive, Raleigh, NC 27610 
  
b. Project Background & Context: 

Historic Oak View County Park is a 27-acre park in the southeast part of Wake 
County that interprets North Carolina’s diverse agrarian past and invites families 
to explore daily farm life. 

https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-parks-trails/harris-lake-county-park
https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-parks-trails/harris-lake-county-park


Additional information about the park is available with this link: 
https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-
parks-trails/historic-oak-view-county-park  

 
c. Park Schedule: 

In design 2024. 
 

6) Historic Yates Mill County Park 
 

  
a. Location: 4620 Lake Wheeler Road, Raleigh, NC 27603 
 
b. Project Background & Context: 

Historic Yates Mill County Park is a 174-acre park in the southwestern part of 
Wake County that is home to the last operable water-powered gristmill in the 
County. The Mill was placed on the National Register of Historic Places in 1974 
and hosts over 100,000 visitors per year.  
Additional information about the park is available with this link: 
https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-
parks-trails/historic-yates-mill-county-park  

 
c. Park Schedule: 

In design 2024. 
 

7) Lake Crabtree County Park 
 

  
a. Location: 1400 Aviation Parkway, Morrisville, NC 27560 

https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-parks-trails/historic-oak-view-county-park
https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-parks-trails/historic-oak-view-county-park
https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-parks-trails/historic-yates-mill-county-park
https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-parks-trails/historic-yates-mill-county-park


 
b. Project Background & Context: 

Lake Crabtree, the first established County park, is a 520-acre park in the western 
part of Wake County that offers visitors opportunities for outdoor recreation and 
includes more than 16 miles of trails. 
Additional information about the park is available with this link: 
https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-
parks-trails/lake-crabtree-county-park  

 
c. Park Schedule: 

In design 2025. 

 

Note: The commissioned artist will also be issued a set of construction documents for the 
project. The selected artist shall verify all dimensions prior to the commencement of work. 

 

III. Artist Commission Requirements 

If commissioned, the successful Artist shall be responsible for the following: 
 
A. This is a national call, open to artists in the continental U.S over the age of 18. 
 
B. Perform all services and furnishing supplies, material, and equipment as necessary for the 

design, permitting, execution, fabrication, transportation, and installation of the Work at 
the Site. This includes participation in coordination meetings as necessary with the design 
team. 

 
C. Submit to Wake County detailed drawings of the commissioned Work to carry out 

architectural and engineering design reviews and to certify compliance of the Work with 
applicable statutes and ordinances. 

 
C. Strictly adhere to and manage the approved project, budget, and schedule. 
 
D. Provide an Operations and Maintenance guideline to the County for their respective art 

piece(s). 
 
E. Bear the entire risk of loss or damage to the Work during design, fabrication, packing, 

shipping, and installation. 
 
F. Provide and maintain insurance to cover claims for damages for personal injury, bodily 

injury (including wrongful death), and property damage. The artist shall require all 
subcontractors to provide and maintain insurance. A complete list of insurance 
requirements will be provided to project finalist. 

 
G. In general, the County shall own the physical works of art, and copyrights shall be 

retained by the artist, with reproduction rights allowed to the County for appropriate 

https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-parks-trails/lake-crabtree-county-park
https://www.wake.gov/departments-government/parks-recreation-open-space/all-parks-trails/lake-crabtree-county-park


promotional and educational purposes. Legal title and copyrights in any work of public 
art funded in whole or in part by direct County funding, shall be spelled out in a mutually 
agreeable contract between the County and the artist. 

 

IV. Submission Schedule & Location 

A. Submissions deadline:  2:00 PM (EST) Friday, May 24th, 2024 
Any submissions received after deadline time will be 
ineligible. 
 
 

 
B. Schedule Information: 

Post RFQ      April 26, 2024 
Written Inquiries must be received by   May 10, 2024 
Reponses to Inquiries     May 17, 2024 
Submissions are due by 2:00PM (EST)   Friday May 24, 2024  
Finalist(s) selected and notified for Site Visit  Week of June 24, 2024  
Finalist(s) Interviews     Week of July 15, 2024 
Commission awarded     July 2024 

 
Wake County FD&C reserves the right to modify this schedule as required. 

 

V. Submission Requirements 

All applications must be submitted electronically as a single PDF file. The PDF file, no larger 
than 15MB is to be emailed to WCArtistCallParks@wake.gov  by the deadline, 2:00 PM 
(EST) on Friday, May 24th, 2024. Label PDF file as follows: (Last Name-First Name-Middle 
Initial- ArtistCallParks). Incomplete applications, and any applications submitted after the 
deadline will be deemed ineligible and not be considered. Submission shall include the following: 
 
A. Format 

 
Cover Sheet: 
• Include name, address, telephone, email, website (if applicable) of the Artist to 

receive all Project Information, or any official correspondence relating to the 
Project. 

• Please reference the Project name, Wake County Public Art for Parks, on all 
correspondence. 

Section 1: Artist Resume & References (No longer than 3 pages – including additional     
team members or subconsultants resumes) 

• Include a list of public art projects, completed during the past ten (10) years, 
selected public art projects, awards, current gallery affiliations, and 
grants/fellowships. 

mailto:WCArtistCallParks@wake.gov


                           Section 2: Digital Images of Past Work 

• Images of Previous Work. Please closely observe the following guidelines for the 
submittal of digital images: 
- Submit eight (8) images featuring select examples of previous public art 

projects with particular emphasis on works of a similar scope or utilizing 
similar techniques. Each image shall be numbered and include title, date 
of completion / installation, budget, media, dimensions, location, and a 
brief description of the work. 

 
Section 3: Statement (No longer than 2 pages) 
• Artist Statement 

- Describe the conceptual basis for your body of work. In a separate 
paragraph, explain your experience working and coordinating with 
landscape architectural / architectural / engineering teams when 
incorporating art into a site and facility. 

 

Email Submission to (PDF shall be no larger than 15MB): 

WCArtistCallParks@wake.gov 

 
* Wake County reserves the right to request additional information from each individual artist. 
 
 
B. Other Requirements 
 

1. Any cost incurred in preparing or submitting a Request for Qualifications for the 
Project shall be the respondents’ responsibility. 

 
2. All responses, inquiries or correspondence relating to this Request for 

Qualifications will become the property of Wake County when received (subject 
to Section VII – Confidentiality). 

 
3. Please contact the Facilities Project Manager at the address and email shown 

below for a copy of the Request for Qualifications. If a question of general 
concern is asked, an addendum will be issued to include a copy of the written 
response. 

 
4. Respondents are advised to refrain from contact with Selection Committee 

members. Any specific questions regarding the Request for Qualifications should 
be directed to the Project Manager at the following address and email: 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:WCArtistCallParks@wake.gov


Paula Lambert  
Facilities Project Manager 

County of Wake Facilities Design & Construction  
Wake County Office Building, 11th Floor 

P.O. Box 550, Raleigh, NC 27602  
TEL (919) 418-0603 

WCArtistCallParks@wake.gov 
 
5. Wake County has sole discretion and reserves the right to reject any and all 

responses received with respect to this Request for Qualifications and to cancel 
the process at any time prior to entering into a formal agreement. The County 
reserves the right to request additional information or clarification of information 
provided in the response without changing the terms of the Request for 
Qualifications. 

VI. Evaluation Criteria & Process 

A Selection Committee of eleven (11) individuals, will select the artist that best meets the 
requirements, based on the information contained in their response to the Request for 
Qualifications. Specifically, in the selection of a finalist, the Selection Committee will review and 
consider the following: 
 
A. The conceptual basis for the Artist’s body of work as defined in the written statement. 
B. The technical and aesthetic quality of the artist’s past work as represented in the image 

submissions. 
C. Artist’s experience successfully designing, fabricating, administering, and completing 

public art projects and/or custom architectural elements on time and in budget. 
D. Artist’s experience successfully completing prior work in accordance with the Owner’s 

schedule and budget. 
E. Artist’s experience working collaboratively with a project team, including Owner, 

Landscape Architect, Architect and General Contractor 
F. The artist’s education and training. 
G. The quality and comprehensiveness of the submission package. 
 
 
The intent of the process is to flow as efficiently as possible while following the dates indicated 
in Section IV. After submission deadline, the selection committee will review each submission 
and will narrow the pool of applicants for interviews. The initial interview process may be in-
person or virtual. 
 
Each of the finalists selected for in-person interviews will be provided a stipend of two thousand 
dollars ($2,000.00) to facilitate travel to Raleigh, North Carolina with the intent of familiarizing 
the finalist to the park site. Site visits will terminate with the Selection Committee interviewing 
each of the finalists. Once interviews are completed, Wake County will contact the selected artists 
and retain the services of the selected artists via an initial design contract. Once design is 
completed and approved, a final fabrication contract will be issued to the artist for completion of 
the scope of work outlined in Section III, and further defined in the fabrication contract. 
 

mailto:WCArtistCallParks@wake.gov


VII. Confidentiality of Documents 

In general, documents that are submitted as part of the response to this Request for Qualifications 
will become public records and will be subject to public disclosure. North Carolina General 
Statutes Section 132-1.2 and 66-152 provide a method for protecting some documents from 
public disclosure. If the Artist or Artist Team follows the procedures prescribed by those statutes 
and designates a document “confidential” or “trade secret”, the County will withhold the 
document from public disclosure to the extent that it is entitled or required to do so by applicable 
law. 
 
If the County determines that a document that the Artist has designated “confidential” or “trade 
secret” is not entitled to protection from public disclosure, the County will provide notice of that 
determination to the contact person designated by the Artist, in any reasonable manner that the 
County can provide such notice, at least five business days prior to its public disclosure of the 
document. If the Artist or Artist Team does not designate anyone to receive such notice, or if, 
within five business days after the designated person receives such notice, the Artist does not 
initiate judicial proceedings to protect the confidentiality of the document, the County will not 
have any obligation to withhold the document from public disclosure. 
 
By submitting to the County a document that the Artist or Artist Team designates as 
“confidential” or “trade secret”, the Artist(s) agree that in the event a third party brings any action 
against the County or any of its officials or employees to obtain disclosure of the document the 
Artist(s) will indemnify and hold harmless the County and each organization’s affected officials 
and employees from all costs, including attorney’s fees incurred by or assessed against any 
defendant, of defending against such action. The Artist(s) also agrees that at the County’s request 
the firm will intervene in any such action and assume all responsibility for defending against it, 
and that the Artist(s) failure to do so will relieve the County of all further obligations to protect 
the confidentiality of the document. 
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NATURE PLAY: expand and enhance the 
current nature play area.

SMALL SHELTER: new shelters should 
be integrated into the natural surroundings and 

may take on a more current style.

                       Provide a shelter with restrooms, 
fireplace, and storage that can serve as a gathering 
space for large groups (200+) and/or covered 
gathering space for day camps and classes. 

KAYAK BEACH AND OVERLOOK: 
provide an accessible route from the park center near the 
active play area to an overlook and kayak access location.  
In this same location, create an entrance to the park from 
the water and blueway trail.

CHALLENGE HIKING: use the existing steep 
topography to create hiking trails for more advanced 
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the MST.

MAIN VISION: Blue Jay Point offers its visitors the 
best of outdoor recreation and environmental education 
opportunities. Groups and individuals alike can spend an entire 
day learning, playing and exploring amongst the park's Center 
for Environmental Education, trails, shoreline, educational garden 
and open play fields. Whether you're looking for a quiet, 
meditative space, a beautiful shoreline to explore, or even a tree 
top challenge for the more adventurous types, Blue Jay has 
something to offer every outdoor enthusiast.
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