
Unified Development Ordinance Text 
Amendment OA-02-21 
 

On December 6, 2021, the Board of Commissioners adopted the following amendments to the 
Wake County UDO.  
 
 

The ordinance amendment: 

1. Adds a new requirement that all regular subdivisions and new non-residential 
developments designated as Community or Walkable Center on the County’s 
Development Framework Map (Wake County Comprehensive Plan, 
PLANWake) contact the jurisdictional municipality regarding a potential utility 
connection.   

2. Adds non-residential developments to the existing connection requirement for 
subdivisions within 2,500 feet of municipal water or wastewater systems. 

3. Simplifies connection requirements for all regular subdivisions and all non-
residential developments that require water or wastewater to operate. 

4. Requires documentation from a municipality on the feasibility of connection to 
municipal utilities. 

5. Allows the Planning Director to require a connection to municipal utilities. 

6. Outlines criteria to allow the Planning Director to waive connection 
requirements if connection is not feasible. 

 

Text changes for these amendments are as follows:  

  



OA-02-21 Ordinance Amendment Summary  
12-11 - Connections to Public or Community Systems.  
12-11-1  
General.  

A. Water. All nonresidential subdivisions and all regular residential subdivisions with an 
overall gross density of more than 1.45 dwelling units per acre must have available to each 
proposed lot a connection with a county- or state-approved public water system, as defined in 
NCGS 130A-313.  
B. Wastewater. All nonresidential subdivisions and all regular residential subdivisions with 
an overall gross density of more than 2.17 dwelling units per acre must have available to each 
proposed lot a connection with a county- or state-approved public or community wastewater 
system, as defined in NCGS 130A-334.  
C. Required Connections to Municipal Systems. These standards are intended to 
implement the county's Transitional Urban Development policies Municipal Transition 
Standards. They apply only within the Short-Range Urban Services Area.  

(1) Regular Subdivisions and New Non-Residential Developments are required to connect to municipal 
water or municipal wastewater systems if any part of the proposed subdivision land proposed for 
development is located within the following distance of an existing municipal water or wastewater 
system: 50 feet per dwelling unit, provided that the maximum required connection (main extension) 
distance is 2,500 feet 2,500 feet of an existing municipal water or wastewater system as measured along 
the probable route of the service line. This connection distance calculation applies independently to 
water and wastewater systems.  
(2) If the proposed subdivision is for nonresidential development, the distance threshold for required 
connections will be determined by projected water demand or projected wastewater generation. 
Nonresidential subdivisions are required to connect to municipal water or municipal wastewater 
systems if the subdivision is located within the following distance of existing municipal water or 
wastewater systems: 50 feet per each 350 gallons of water demand or wastewater generation, provided 
that the maximum required connection (main extension) distance is 2,500 feet. This connection distance 
calculation applies independently to water and wastewater systems.  
(3) For the purposes of this section, the number of dwelling units in a proposed subdivision is the 
maximum number of residential dwelling units allowed for all proposed lots under the zoning 
classification in existence at the time of subdivision preliminary plan approval.  
(4) In determining the number of dwelling units proposed in a phased development, the number 
of  residential dwelling units is the total number of proposed residential units for the entire subdivision, 
not just a single phase.  
(2) Regular Subdivisions and New Non-Residential Developments located within areas designated as 
Community or Walkable Center on the County’s Development Framework Map, regardless of the 
distance to an existing municipal water or wastewater system, are required to contact the jurisdictional 
municipality regarding a potential utility connection.  The applicant must provide documentation from 
the jurisdictional municipality to the County.  Documentation should include the following items that 
inform the County's decision whether to require connection to the municipal utility:    
   

a) disposition of the municipality to serve the property,     
b) the planned timing of municipal utility expansion to the proposed property,     
c) any engineering or construction concerns with serving the property,     
d) any other proposals in the area that might impact utility expansion.    
  

  



Based on the information provided, the Planning Director can require Regular Subdivisions and New 
Non-Residential Developments to connect to municipal water or municipal wastewater systems.  
 (5) Water and wastewater facilities within the Short-Range Urban Services Area must be designed and 
installed in accordance with applicable standards (i.e., the standards of the municipality within whose 
urban services area the subject subdivision is located). If no municipal standards exist, water and sewer 
systems must be designed and constructed in accordance with applicable standards of this ordinance.  
  
(3) The Planning Director is authorized to waive the connection to municipal water and wastewater 
systems  if  one or more of the following is determined:     

   
a) the municipality and/or utility provider can not serve the development,  
b) environmental or physical conditions make such connections infeasible (e.g., topography or 
intervening development patterns),  
c) financial impact  (e.g. no density gained when only municipal water is available)  
d) legal conditions that make such connections infeasible,   
e) the property will not be served by municipal utilities within 2 years.   

(6) The Planning Director is authorized to waive the requirements for connection to municipal water and 
wastewater systems if they determine that all reasonable efforts have been made to secure permission 
to connect to a municipal system but such permission has been denied by the municipality or that 
physical (e.g., topography or intervening development patterns) or legal conditions make such 
connections infeasible. When such waivers are approved, the Planning Director is authorized to require 
that subdivisions install another form of approved community water and wastewater system and/or 
provide easements to facilitate the future installation of water and wastewater systems.  
 
 (4) This section does not apply to New Non-Residential Developments that do not require water or 
wastewater to operate.     
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


