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Executive Summary

Introduction

Lake Myra County Park will be the eighth Wake County park in the system, serving 
the eastern portion of the County. The park lies within the Mark’s Creek watershed, 
one of the County’s open space corridors and an area important for water quality, 
wildlife habitat, and rural and historical character. The park will serve as a “hub” to 
the larger Mark’s Creek open space area, and will provide a centralized location for an 
Environmental Education Center, passive recreation, and maintenance. 

Susan Hatchell Landscape Architecture, PLLC (SHLA) was hired by Wake County Parks, 
Recreation, and Open Space to prepare a Master Plan for Lake Myra County Park. 
SHLA led a multidisciplinary Design Team with extensive experience in park design. 

Collaboration with the County as well as various stakeholders was a crucial and 
integral part of the Master Planning process, from the initial site visits, community 
forums, and programming through to the preparation of the final Master Plan. Wake 
County, the Towns of Wendell and Knightdale, the Triangle Land Conservancy, the 
Trust for Public Land, and the Southeastern Land Conservancy were all stakeholders 
in this process.

The Project Site

Lake Myra County Park is located in southeastern Wake County in close proximity to 
the Towns of Wendell and Knightdale. The 224-acre site overlooks the 74-acre Lake 
Myra and is adjacent to an elementary school and residential neighborhoods. 

The Design Team analyzed the site extensively to determine existing conditions such 
as soil, hydrology, vegetation, and slopes. In addition to this information, the team 
also looked at potential connections to the region, including neighboring residential 
and commercial areas, greenways, and schools. Pedestrian and bicycle connections 
were sought to ensure and promote future use and accessibility.

Planning Process & Project Schedule

The planning process and the schedule that the Design team followed in the 
development of the Master Plan for Lake Myra included the site analysis, five 
community forums, design schemes, a draft Master Plan, final Master Plan, and cost 
analysis and phasing. 
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Public Survey

An important part of the Master Plan process was the support and information gathered 
at the five community forums that were held at crucial design stages. Lake Myra is 
well loved by the community, and was once the most popular recreation destination 
in the area. Generations of families have enjoyed the lake for boating, swimming, 
dancing, picnicking, and baptisms. The community forums were a wonderful way for 
the Design Team to hear the stories and memories of the area as well as gain public 
input about desired facilities in the park. In addition to the community forums, a 
public survey was undertaken to further involve local citizens in the planning process. 
The survey results showed the greatest interest was in more passive activities such 
as hiking, picnicking, self-interpretive environmental trails, environmental education, 
and boat rental opportunities. This information was utilized in preparing the program 
for the park, as well as the final Master Plan. 

Park Program

Based on the site analysis, discussions with staff, and input from citizens via the sur-
vey results and community forums, the Design Team defined the facilities and recre-
ational program for Lake Myra County Park:

 • Park Entrances, Roads, and Parking Lots
 • Environmental Education Center  
 • Boat Rental Facility
 • Open Space and Play Fields
 • Day Use Areas
 • Multi-use Trails and Boardwalks
 • Fishing opportunities
 • Park Maintenance Facility

Design Schemes

Three design schemes were prepared for presentation to the public for comment. 
All the schemes included the same program elements, but each scheme placed the 
program elements in different configurations on the site.

Draft Master Plan

The draft Master Plan incorporated the public survey results, the park program, and 
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the input gathered after the presentation of the three design schemes. The draft 
Master Plan was a compilation of favorite aspects of two of the three schemes.

Final Master Plan

The final Master Plan includes an Environmental Education Center, three day-use 
areas including shelters, restrooms, and a playground, boat rental facility, fishing 
platforms, nature overlooks, boardwalks, greenway, trails, open play areas, and 
parking areas. The Environmental Education Center will include offices, classrooms, 
restrooms and storage. The Center will employ green building technologies such 
as daylighting, rainwater collection, photovoltaic cells for domestic water, solar 
reheating and geothermal systems. In utilizing “green” building techniques such as 
these, the center itself will become a teaching tool in sustainability. Environmental 
education will be a key component in the park programming, as well as cultural and 
historic interpretation. The final Master Plan was well received by the public at the 
last Community Forum.

Cost Analysis and Phasing

The estimate of probable construction cost is based on the final Master Plan 
documents using construction cost data from several recent park projects, as well as 
previous County park projects.  The estimated overall cost for Lake Myra County Park 
as shown on the Final Master Plan is $10,354,779.  It is recommended that the project 
be developed in two phases, east and west.  The estimated cost for the eastern side of 
the park is $8,638,879, the cost for the western side of the park is $1,715,900. 
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CHAPTER ONE: Introduction

1.1 Introduction

Wake County Parks, Recreation, and Open Space (PROS) maintain seven park facilities 
throughout Wake County. Lake Myra County Park will be the eighth county park in 
the County system, and will serve the growing population in eastern Wake County. 
While the park itself is 298 acres including the lake, it is located within the larger 
Marks Creek Preservation Area. 

Wake County Facilities Design & Construction (FDC) solicited a design firm in 2008 
to prepare the Master Plan for Lake Myra County Park. Susan Hatchell Landscape 
Architecture, PLLC and a team of consultants was hired to complete the project.

1.2 Wake County Parks and Recreation

The mission of Wake County’s Division of Parks, Recreation and Open Space (PROS) 
is “to provide outdoor recreation and educational opportunities while promoting 
environmental and cultural resource stewardship through a managed system of parks 
and open spaces.” (refer to the Wake County Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 
Master Plan)

A county park is defined as a regional park – a larger piece of property, with more 
amenities than other parks. County parks are designed to draw users for extended 
periods of time because of their size and features. These parks quite frequently 
include conservation areas and open space. The three core services of Wake County 
PROS include:

1)  Open Space – Preserving and conserving natural resources for wildlife habitat and 
for passive recreational use.

2) Recreation and Leisure – Facilities and amenities such as boat rentals, picnic 
shelters, and trails for active and passive recreation.

3) Environmental and Cultural Education – Introducing citizens to the history and 
natural elements of Wake County.

Boardwalk

Park entrance sign at Blue Jay 
Point County park

Open play
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Wake County Parks are listed below:

 Blue Jay Point County Park  Historic Yates Mill County Park

 Lake Crabtree County Park  Crowder District Park

 Historic Oak View County Park  Harris Lake County Park

 American Tobacco Trail

Wake County Parks

1-2



1-3

Lake Myra County Park

Susan Hatchell Landscape Architecture, PLLC
Wake County Parks, Recreation, and Open Space

Marks Creek Acquisition Map
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Marks Creek Study Area

Lake Myra County Park
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1.3 Marks Creek

As development from Wake County’s cities begin to encroach on environmentally 
sensitive, historical and recreational properties, the Marks Creek corridor of eastern 
Wake County was identified as a priority preservation area by the Triangle Land 
Conservancy (TLC), the Trust for Public Land (TPL), and Wake County. In 2000, the 
TLC adopted the Marks Creek/Neuse River area as a priority area. A year later, the 
TLC published a Conservation Assessment for the area. This document provided 
documentation of the ecological and cultural value of the Marks Creek area, as well 
as identified priority lands for conservation.

In 2003, the Marks Creek area was designated as a “Last Chance Landscape” by Scenic 
America. During this year, the first Mark’s Creek Summit was held to bring together 
insterested municipal, county, state, and nonprofit partners. The first conservation 
tract (31.54 acres) was acquired in 2005, which includes the confluence of Sandy 
Branch, Gin Creek, and Mark’s Creek. Approximately 4,400 acres of land in the 
Marks Creek Watershed was labeled as high priorities for acquisition. To date, there 
have been eleven acquisitions totaling approximately 1,002 acres in Wake County. 
The Marks Creek area is located south of the US 64 bypass extending south to the 
Johnston County line. The Lake Myra property is located in the northern portion of 
the corridor near the US 64 bypass. 

The goals of the Marks Creek Preservation project are to protect and preserve water 
quality and wildlife habitat, conserve unique natural areas and to retain the rural scenic 
and historical values of this area of the county. Lake Myra has played an important 
role in the history of this area. Wake County has acquired property adjacent to the 
lake and is working to ensure that Lake Myra continues to be a significant feature in 
the future development of the County.
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1.4 Lake Myra

Lake Myra has been a regional recreational destination for many years and was a 
natural choice for the location of the newest Wake County Park.  The park property 
consists of two parcels, a 98 acre parcel to the west of the lake, and a 126 acre parcel 
to the east of the lake which borders the proposed Wendell Falls neighborhood, a 
proposed 1,400 plus acre residential and commercial development.  

This development is planned to grow to 4,000 homes and about 10,000 residents in 
the next six or seven years. Also bordering the east park property is the year-round 
Lake Myra Elementary School. The Town of Wendell, the Wake County Public School 
System, and Wake County have a joint use agreement concerning parking and three 
existing open play fields that straddle the park and school boundaries. The Town will 

Lake Myra County Park
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be able to program activities on these fields after school hours as well as on weekends. 
Overflow parking for the park’s use will be provided in the existing school parking lot.

The western portion of the park is comprised of 98 acres of mostly agricultural and 
forested land. This parcel is adjacent to a residential development to the north, 
farmland to the west, and larger residential lots to the south. Two former agricultural 
ponds and a creek are also found on the property. An overhead powerline traverses 
the site from the north to the south.

In an agreement to preserve the existing ecological value of the eastern parcel, 
Wake County is working with The Southeastern Land Conservancy to abide by an 
existing Conservation Easement. The Conservancy has thoroughly assessed the 
natural features of the eastern parcel such as hydrology, flora, and fauna. Certain 
development restrictions on the eastern parcel include guidelines that ensure that 
only sensitive development will occur on the eastern park property. Although these 
development restrictions occur only on the eastern parcel, Wake County and the 
Design Team are devoted to developing the entire park in a sensitive manner. 

The neighboring towns of Wendell, Knightdale and Zebulon are key stakeholders in 
the future of the park. Not only will the park provide a much needed recreational 
resource to eastern Wake County, but greenways and trails will connect the 
neighboring municipalities. 

 

 
 

 

Lake Myra and Lake Myra 
Elementary School
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CHAPTER TWO: Lake Myra History

2.1 Introduction

The Lake Myra County Park property has a long history in Wendell and eastern Wake 
County. In the 1940’s it was one of the most popular recreational destinations in 
the area, drawing people from around the region for picnicking, swimming, fishing, 
dancing and boating. 

2.2 The Lake, Dam and Mill

The lake was originally known as “Hood’s Mill Lake” after the first known owners. The 
earliest maps show the mill as “Price’s Mill”, however not much is known about the 
history of the lake and mill prior to the ownership by the Hood family. The Hoods sold 
the lake and mill to a group of Raleigh physicians around 1920, and the lake became 
known as Doctor’s Lake. The group used the property for fishing, recreation, and 
hunting. In the mid-1920s, the Stone family purchased the hunting lodge overlooking 
the lake, the mill site and the lake itself. It was at this time that the lake became a 
regular recreation spot for picnics and swimming. During this time the lake became 
known as “Lake Myra”, after Bert Stone’s wife. In 1929, the property changed hands 
again to the Woodall family of Raleigh, who added a general merchandise store onto 
the side of the mill. 

Wake County owned the property for a brief period of time in 1939 before Charles M. 
Martin ultimately bought the land in December of that year. The highly visible store 
at Lake Myra was constructed by Clarence Martin after he purchased the property. It 
is likely that Mr. Martin also constructed the boat shed and pier around this time, as 
well as modifications to the existing dam to raise the lake’s water level. Improvements 
were made to the lodge and it became a residence, and the surrounding property was 
used to raise cattle. 

During the 1940s, the property and lake earned its reputation as a top destination spot 
for recreational visitors. A bathhouse, covered dance hall, picnic area, diving board, 
and boating facilities could be found on the west side of the lake. Our Design Team 
discovered one of the original copper-bottomed boats used on the lake while walking 
the western property. Big name bands were known to travel to Lake Myra to perform. 
Baptisms in the lake were a common occurrence, and local residents continued to 
take their corn to the mill located there.

The mill’s operation ceased in 1962, and the store continued to operate until 1995. 
Mr. Martin’s descendents continue to own the property and the lake to this day. 

Map of Wake County - 1878

Lake Myra Store

Interior of Lake Myra Store

Lake Myra Mill
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2.3 Existing Buildings

Although not on the park property itself, several adjacent historic buildings remain 
at Lake Myra. The mill building served the local community as a cotton gin facility 
and was later converted to a turbine-operated gristmill. The building has since 
deteriorated and collapsed, yet recognizable pieces of machinery remain among the 
rubble.  In addition to the machinery, pieces of rough hewn timbers, and some stone 
and concrete foundation piers could potentially be used in the future for interpretive 
trails or exhibits on the site.  

Another existing building that remains at Lake Myra is a corn “shucking house”. Two 
frame outhouses, apparently built by the Works Progress Administration in the 1930s, 
were located behind the corn-shucking house. These structures were not noticed in 
the field by the Design Team.

2.4 Agriculture

The site has a rich agricultural heritage as does much of the rural areas of Wake 
County. There is evidence that some of the wooded areas of the site were once pine 
plantations, and that tobacco was a common crop. Some row patterns were noticed 
on the forest floor, suggesting former fields of planted crops. There are recently 
farmed acres on the western parcel, and portions of the rural character of the site 
will be preserved.

2.5 Personal Remembrances

During the public input process, the Design Team heard personal stories and 
remembrances about the lake and the activities that once took place there. Several 
people remembered learning how to swim at the lake, dancing and boating. Many 
participants brought photos to the meeting to share their experiences. Knowing about 
the history of the site informed many of the design decisions and park programming 
that the Design Team developed.

Some remembrances about Lake Myra:

“Churches had baptisms there. Public swimming was available when I was young.”

“I fished the lake often and my mother and father swam there as children.”

“Have just found it to be a very meditative, peaceful place. Not many places left like 
that.”

Dorothy Coble, Lake Myra - 1937

Bunn Family Reunion - 1934

Woodrow Wilson Carving, Lake 
Myra - Summer of 1936
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“I remember fishing up by the dam and hearing my dad tell me stories about him 
and his brothers doing the same. Many generations of my family have enjoyed 
this lake in the past and I hope that can continue in the future.”

“Early morning drives on Poole Rd, coming into those tight curves and seeing the 
mist coming off the water. It was like driving through a movie scene and then 
back to normal.”

“Purchasing a snack from the old country store on the lake… beside the dam.”

Vintage Postcard

Lake Myra Dam Corn “Shucking House”
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CHAPTER THREE:  Planning Process and Project Schedule

3.1 Planning Process and Project Schedule

The planning process and the schedule that the Design Team followed in the 
development of the Master Plan for Lake Myra is shown in the following chart:
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3.2 Community Forums

Community Forum #1:  April 29, 2008

The first community forum served as an introduction of the project, Master Plan pro-
cess, and Design Team. Wake County PROS reviewed their mission and Susan Hatchell 
Landscape Architecture, PLLC (SHLA) presented the site analysis and explained site 
constraints and opportunities to the public. The public was encouraged to fill out an 
online survey to provide insight into desired park programs.

Community Forum #2:  June 12, 2008

The second community forum included the presentation of the public survey results. 
A preliminary park program was presented based on the survey results and public 
input. Attendees were given an opportunity to provide input on the preliminary park 
program before the schematic design phase begins. 

Community Forum #3:  July 31, 2008

The third community forum included the presentation of three design schemes. The 
public was given a brief introduction to the three alternatives and then were divided 
into three teams to critique the designs. Each team then presented their preferences 
to the larger group. The attendees voiced support of their favorite scheme or indi-
cated that they preferred a combination of schemes on a handwritten survey. 

Community Forum #4:  September 9, 2008

The fourth community forum included the presentation of the Draft Master Plan. The 
Draft Master Plan was prepared based upon the input from the public in the previous 
meeting and represented a combination of ideas presented in two of the three design 
schemes. The attendees were given the opportunity to provide input before finalizing 
the Master Plan.

Community Forum #5:  October 21, 2008   

The fifth and final community forum included the presentation of the Final Master 
Plan. The public was thanked for their involvement throughout a very successful 
Master Planning process.
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CHAPTER FOUR: Site Analysis

4.1 Introduction

Lake Myra County Park is located in southeastern Wake County in close proximity 
to the Towns of Wendell and Knightdale. The 224-acre site overlooks the 74-acre 
Lake Myra and is adjacent to an elementary school and residenti al neighborhoods. 
The park will be a centralized locati on for educati on and stewardship of the greater 
Marks Creek Conservati on Area, a large priority preservati on area which will protect 
and preserve water quality and wildlife habitat. The large amount of preserved open 
space is a unique opportunity given the rapidly growing populati on in this porti on of 
the county.  

4.2 Surrounding Land Use

The western parcel of the park is currently under Wake County Planning Jurisdicti on, but 
is within the current area of considerati on for annexati on into the Town of Knightdale. 
The parcel is zoned R-40, and is bordered by the Amber Acres neighborhood to the 
north (R-10 to R-40 Zoning), agricultural land to the west, and a single family residence 
to the south. The lake borders the eastern edge of this parcel. The landscaping buff er 
will  be based on the intensity of the use and maximum impervious surface coverage 
proposed for the site (refer to Arti cle 16 Landscaping and Tree Protecti on of the Wake 
County Unifi ed Development Ordinance).  It can range form 40’ type C to 80’ type A 
buff er.

Any development on this side of the park will need to be approved by the Wake County 
Planning Department and a Special Use Permit will be needed prior to development. 

Lake Myra Store

Poole Road

Regional Context
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Review of Special Use Permit peti ti ons occurs in accordance with defi ned cycles 
that accommodate comprehensive review by County staff  and outside agencies, 
preparati on of a staff  report and recommendati on, a public hearing and review by 
the Board of Adjustment.

The eastern parcel of the park is currently under the Town of Wendell’s jurisdicti on 
and is zoned R-10. The northeastern edge of the property is bordered by the 
future Wendell Falls development, currently under constructi on, as well as Lake 
Myra Elementary School. This parcel also borders Poole Road to the south. To the 
southeast across Poole Road there are several single family residenti al lots, and along 
the southwest of the site there are several privately owned larger land parcels.  A 
Special Use Permit will not be needed from the Town of Wendell. A special hearing 
has already taken place and the park use has been approved.  There is a 10’ wide 
landscape buff er required, however, the Wendell Planning Department believes that 
the existi ng vegetati on to remain on the property will sati sfy any requirements.  

Town of Knightdale Bike Route & Greenway Plan

Lake Myra County Park

 Lake Myra 
County Park
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Proposed Greenways, Protected Corridors, Bike Routes and Sidewalks
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Lake Myra County Park

AMBER 
 ACRES

WENDELL
   FALLS

4.3 Regional and Neighborhood Connections 

The Town of Wendell is located approximately four miles to the northeast along Poole 
Road. The Town of Knightdale is located approximately four miles to the northwest. 
Planned connecti ons to the area around Lake Myra from both municipaliti es include 
residenti al neighborhoods, bike routes, open space, and greenway connecti ons.

Greenway Connecti ons

Both the Towns of Wendell and Knightdale are planning greenway connecti ons that 
would link Lake Myra County Park to the greater network of municipal parks and 
open space. A link to the North Carolina Mountains to Sea Trail is also proposed, 
which will provide access to over 935 miles of trails consisti ng of footpaths, roads, 
and state bike routes from western North Carolina to the coast. On a smaller scale, 
trail connecti ons to the adjacent Wendell Falls Residenti al Community internal parks, 
the “Falls”, and greenways and Lake Myra Elementary School are also planned. These 
connecti ons will occur along green corridors that have been preserved along streams 
and creeks within the neighborhood.

The Wendell Falls Development is a proposed 1400-acre mixed use development 
located on the eastern edge of the park property.  A large number of park users are 
expected to reside in this neighborhood, and trails and greenways will be the primary 
way users will access the park.

4-4



4-5

Lake Myra County Park

Susan Hatchell Landscape Architecture, PLLC
Wake County Parks, Recreati on, and Open Space

Wendell Falls Land Use Plan
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Lake Myra County Park faciliti es will most likely be uti lized by the recreati onal and 
educati onal programs for the proposed YMCA which is planned to be constructed 
within the Wendell Falls development.

Environmental and recreati onal programs associated with Lake Myra Elementary 
School will be off ered, which may uti lize the park facility. A joint use agreement for 
the use of the fi elds located between the park and the school has been reached by 
Wake County, the Wake County Public School System and the Town of Wendell. The 
Town will be responsible for programming any acti ve athleti c uses for the fi elds. The 
school will use the fi elds for environmental and physical educati on. The County will 
use the fi elds for passive recreati on and environmental educati on programs. Parking 
will be allowed at the school aft er hours and on weekends, which will supplement the 
parking provided in the park during peak hours.

Amber Acres is a large residenti al neighborhood located along the northeast edge of 
the western property. Park users from this neighborhood will most likely enter the 
park on foot or by bicycle.

4.4 Conservation Easement Constraints

A conservati on easement exists on the eastern parcel of the park property. This area 
is comprised of roughly 126 acres. Due to the signifi cant natural features on this prop-
erty, and the diverse and stable ecosystems present on the site, this tract will be pro-
tected by a series of management recommendati ons that limit development. 

These practi ces include the use of buff ers to protect wetland, creek and lake areas, 
reducing land disturbance where necessary, limiti ng the square footage of buildings 
and parking, protecti ng existi ng nati ve vegetati on where possible, and the use of Best 
Management Practi ces for development. 

These constraints include:

1) Development or clearing must not exceed ten acres.
2) Protect a 150 foot buff er along the shoreline.
3) A buff er of twenty feet from the center of all natural drainage ways. Pedestrian 
bridges and boardwalks would be allowed. 
4) Their should be no constructi on in wetland areas with the excepti on of boardwalks 
and bridges.
5) Land disturbance should occur in areas where disturbance/clearings already exists. 

4.5 Existing Site Conditions 

Hydrology and Drainage - Figure 4.1  

Lake Myra, approximately 74 acres, is the most prominent feature of the site. The 
lake was created around 1890 when it was known as “Hood’s Mill Lake”, however, 

Lake Myra

Historic Map

Lake Myra Dam
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early mapping shows that a mill site, known as Prince’s Mill, existed there in the mid 
1800s. 

The concrete dam at the southern end of the lake was upgraded in 1938. It is a 310 
foot long, fi ft een foot high, concrete gravity structure which includes a 192 foot weir 
serving as the principal spillway. The dam was used principally to generate mechani-
cal power for mill operati on, but is no longer operati onal in this way. The watershed 
basin feeding the lake is approximately 8,000 acres. The lake edge at the dam is a 
favorite spot for fi shing. The lake level does not fl uctuate much, which allows the 
related ecosystems and habitats to fl ourish. 

Other aquati c features on the site include wetland areas, several drainage ways, and 
small creeks. Wetland areas occur along the lake edge as well as in other low eleva-
ti on areas. The northern porti on of the site is comprised of numerous wetland areas. 
Any development in wetland areas will be limited to boardwalks and overlooks for 
circulati on and environmental educati on. 

Creeks and drainage ways occur on the property, draining to the lake. It is in these 
locati ons that large hardwoods and environmentally sensiti ve ecosystems are found. 
These areas will be protected with buff ers and any development will be limited to 
trails, bridges, and areas for environmental educati on.  Only a small amount of fl ood-
plain is present on this parcel of the park.

Two agricultural ponds, creeks, and drainage ways are found on the western parcel. 
The pond dam in the northern half of the site is leaking water into a creek that runs 
through the Amber Acres neighborhood. This pond dries up during drought condi-
ti ons. Another pond is a favorite fi shing spot for nearby residents. Creeks and drain-
age ways direct water primarily to the lake, although some water is being diverted 
towards the northern edge of the property. An existi ng vegetated buff er runs the 
length of the largest creek on the property. Development in creek and drainage way 
buff ers will be limited to trails, bridges, and fi shing or environmental observati on 
platf orms. Only a small amount of fl oodplain is present on this parcel of the park.

Elevati on and Slopes - Figure 4.2

The elevati ons on the eastern parcel range from approximately 194 feet at the lake 
edge to about 230 feet in the northern slopes. Slopes and elevati ons on the western 
parcel range from approximately 194 feet at the lake edge to about 296 at the high-
est point on the knoll.

Gentle slopes (between 0-5%) are shown on the slope analysis map as the lightest 
color. These slopes are typically found on former agricultural areas and are the most 
favorable and suitable for development. Grading in these areas can occur without a 
high risk of erosion, and as these areas are typically former agricultural areas, they 
are already cleared of vegetati on.

Open Field at Lake Myra

Sewer Easement at Lake Myra
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Moderate slopes (5-10%) are represented on the slope analysis map as a slightly dark-
er color. These slopes are the dominant slopes found on both parcels, and are located 
at the lake edge, on downhill slopes, and drainage ways. Moderate slopes present 
somewhat limited development opportuniti es due to the necessity for clearing and 
grading of the site. 

Steep slopes (>10%) are shown on the slope analysis map as the darkest color. These 
slopes are found primarily along creeks and drainage ways, and development in these 
areas should be very limited. Grading in these areas could cause erosion and would 
require extensive clearing of vegetati on, or the use of retaining walls.

Existi ng Vegetati on - Figure 4.3

Lake Myra is within the biologically diverse Marks Creek Watershed which includes a 
Signifi cant Natural Heritage Area in Wake County. The eastern parcel in parti cular is a 
wonderful example of a Dry-Mesic Oak-Hickory forest. 

Typical species in these areas include trees such as red maple, white oak, water oak, 
elm, red cedar, black gum, american holly, dogwood, and loblolly pine. Common 
shrubs and vines include virginia willow, elderberry, privet, poison ivy, crossvine, and 
mistletoe. Upland herbaceous species include christmas fern, cranesbille, dog fennel, 
and goldenrod. 

The Vegetati on Analysis map shows the vegetati ve cover on the park sites include 
mixed hardwood and pine forest, farmland, and wetlands.

Mixed hardwoods and pine forest areas are located primarily along creeks and drain-
age ways along the steeper slopes on the site. These forest areas have been allowed 
to mature because they are not located in prime agricultural land. These areas are 
not desirable for development and should be protected whenever possible.

Pine forests are comprised primarily of loblolly pine. These trees are typically younger 
and are usually found on former agricultural land that has been allowed to naturalize. 
These areas are appropriate for site sensiti ve development.

Farmland areas include recently culti vated land, and those with managed or un-man-
aged herbaceous cover. As these areas are already cleared, they are good opportuni-
ti es for development, as well as for educati onal and environmental programs. Por-
ti ons of agricultural land should be left  undeveloped to maintain the rural vernacular 
of eastern Wake County.

Existi ng Hardwoods
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Existi ng Soils - Figure 4.4

Soils in the upland areas include the Appling Sandy Loam series, Louisburg Loamy 
sand, and Durham Loamy sand. These soils are favorable for development. 

Appling Soils are deep, well drained soils found on side slopes and on rounded di-
vides. They have a medium water capacity, moderate permeability, and are typically 
between 2-10% slopes.

Louisburg  Soils are gently to strongly sloping. They are moderately deep, somewhat 
excessively drained soils in the uplands. Permeability is moderately rapid and the 
water capacity is low. The slopes range from 2 - 15%.

Durham loamy sand soils are gently sloping to sloping and are deep, well-drained 
soils. Available water capacity is medium with a moderate permeability. These soils 
are found on broad, smooth inter-stream divides in the uplands. It has good infi ltra-
ti on and medium surface runoff  with a moderate hazard for erosion. These areas are 
suitable for development.

Soils that are found in lowland and wetland areas such as Wehadkee and Bibb soils 
are not suitable for development. These soils are poorly drained and found in fl ood-
plains. They have a seasonal high water table that is approximately at ground surface. 
Their permeability is moderate to moderately rapid with a medium capacity for avail-
able water. Flooding occurs frequently and lasts a long ti me.

Wedowee sandy loam soils are found on steep narrow side slopes bordering major 
drainage ways. As these soils are highly prone to erosion and surface runoff  is very 
rapid, these areas are not proposed for development.

Animal Habitat

The site provides a great number of good quality habitats including maturing forests, 
open water, wetlands, and woodland/fi eld edges. Typical animals that habitate or are 
likely to habitate on the property include beaver, raccoon, opossum, big brown bat, 
eastern grey squirrel, red fox, deer, rabbit, eastern box turtle, american toad, osprey, 
red-tailed hawk, night heron, owls, mallard and wood ducks, and a variety of fi sh and 
other aquati c species.   

4.6 Areas for Development

Suitable areas for development are shown on the Developable Areas map in orange 
(Figure 4.5). These areas were determined by “overlaying” the hydrology, soils, veg-

Beaver Dam
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etati on, and slope analysis maps. Restricti ng development and/or identi fying areas 
for possible development with the least impact to the site in areas with valuable 
vegetati on, steep slopes, hydric soils, and drainage ways was the fi rst step in design-
ing the park. 

Areas for development on the eastern parcel occur on existi ng knolls and former 
farmland, primarily in the pine forested areas of the parcels. Potenti al vehicular and 
pedestrian entrances were located to provide the safest and most convenient access 
while also causing minimal disturbance. There is an existi ng sewer easement that 
borders the lake from north to south on the eastern parcel which creates a unique 
opportunity for a greenway that will link adjacent neighborhoods without any ad-
diti onal clearing. Several existi ng historic sites such as the store and dam, as well as 
interesti ng natural features such as a large rock outcrop and a tall knoll will be focal 
points in the park. Other trail connecti ons to nearby neighborhoods were also deter-
mined.

On the western parcel, park development on cleared agricultural land is most desir-
able. The majority of development on this parcel will be limited to those areas, with 
the excepti on of trails through wooded areas and along the lake.

4.7 Community Forum #1

The fi rst community forum was held on April 29, 2008. Wake County FDC and Susan 
Hatchell Landscape Architecture, PLLC (SHLA) took this opportunity to introduce the 
public to the planning and Design Team as well as the project and the Master Plan 
process. Wake County PROS defi ned what a “County Park” is and discussed their mis-
sion. SHLA reviewed the site analysis and the limits and opportuniti es determined for 
site development.

SHLA also received feedback from the citi zens about the history of Lake Myra and 
heard personal memories about the site. Initi al thoughts were heard from the at-
tendees about what possible faciliti es and uses would be preferred at the park. The 
public was given the opportunity to fi ll out a survey which would give the Design 
Team further insight into what they desired for the park. Surveys were handed out 
at the forum and distributed in diff erent areas in Wendell. An online survey was also 
available to the public. (see Appendix B for meeti ng minutes)  

 

 

 

 

Community Forum #1

Community Forum #1
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CHAPTER FIVE: Survey Results

5.1 Introduction

The results of the public input process represents the community’s strong connection 
to Lake Myra, utilization of parks in and around Wake County, and perceptions of 
what would make Lake Myra County Park a popular attraction. This chapter identifies 
activities, facilities and programs that the community would participate in or utilize 
“definitely”, “maybe” or “not at all”. It also gives insight into what other parks the 
community is currently utilizing, as well as identifies any previous experience, stories 
or information relating to Lake Myra.

The following conclusions are drawn from the results of a survey administered online 
and during a community forum. The survey was designed by Susan Hatchell Landscape 
Architecture, PLLC in consultation with Wake County staff using the online survey tool 
SurveyMonkey.com. Handwritten versions of the online survey were made available 
to citizens as well. The survey was conducted from April 29 through May 24, 2008. 
A total of 224 surveys were completed and analyzed. The Design Team was able to 
pinpoint interests and current habits of potential park users based upon the results of 
the survey. The analysis of these results provided the basis for the park program and 
overall design and ensured that user wants and needs were met. Appendix C provides 
the complete responses collected from the survey.

5.2 Distance of Respondent’s Residence from Lake Myra

The majority of respondents noted that they live either greater than 12 miles (34%) 
away or 2 to 6 miles (32%) from Lake Myra (see Figure 1). The interest of those who 
live farther away demonstrates that Lake Myra Park will be a large regional draw for 
visitors.

Figure 1

How far away do you live from Lake Myra? 
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5.2 Transportation to Lake Myra Expected by Respondents

Nearly all respondents indicated that they would arrive at Lake Myra County Park 
by car (see Figure 2). Once the Wendell Falls neighborhood and school are opened, 
many more visitors are expected to arrive on foot or bicycle.

Figure 2

How would you arrive at Lake Myra County Park?

 

5.3 Activities at Lake Myra County Park

As noted in Table 1, a majority of survey respondents indicated that they would 
“definitely” participate in hiking and walking as an activity at Lake Myra County Park 
(79%). Respondents are also interested in picnicking (65%) and self-interpretive 
environmental trails (59%). The data gathered from the survey confirms that the 
public would prefer Lake Myra offer passive park activities.

    Table 1

Which activities would you participate in at Lake Myra County Park?

            Definitely        Maybe        Not at all       No response

 Hiking/Walking  178 (79%)        25 (11%) 3 (1%)      18 (8%) 
 Picnicking           146 (65%)        58 (26%)    2 (1%)      18 (8%)
 Self-interpretive 
    environmental trails        133 (59%)        50 (22%) 17 (8%)      24 (11%)
 Viewing wildlife          119 (53%)        56 (25%) 21 (9%)      28 (13%)
 Sitting/Reading          118 (53%)        61 (27%) 19 (8%)      26 (12%)
 Self-interpretive   
    historical/cultural trails   117 (52%)        60 (27%) 21 (9%)      26 (12%)
 Talking with friends          117 (52%)        69 (31%) 11 (5%)      27 (12%)
 Biking trails          106 (47%)        67 (30%) 24 (11%)      27 (12%)
 Environmental education   88 (39%)        78 (35%) 25 (11%)      33 (15%)
 Dog walking           84 (38%)        60 (31%) 51 (23%)      29 (9%)
 Fishing                                   83 (37%)        85 (38%) 31 (14%)      25 (11%)
 Star gazing                            83 (37%)        64 (29%) 39 (17%)      38 (17%)
 Playing catch/Frisbee          80 (36%)        80 (36%) 31 (14%)      33 (15%)
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5.4 Facilities at Lake Myra County Park

Survey participants were asked to specify what park facilities would be utilized by 
themselves and their families. Their responses indicated the highest interest in 
restrooms (86%), trails (84%), and picnic shelters (63%). (see Table 2). 

Table 2

           What facilities would you and your family utilize at Lake Myra County Park?

        Definitely Maybe          Not at all      No response

 Restrooms      192 (86%) 17 (8%)     0 (0%)         15 (7%) 
 Trails       189 (84%) 19 (8%)     1 (1%)           15 (7%)
 Picnic shelters      140 (63%) 65 (29%)     3 (1%)         16 (7%)
 Playground      121 (54%) 34 (15%)     45 (20%)       24 (11%)
 Open play field      103 (46%) 69 (31%)     21 (9%)         31 (14%)
 Park education center    90 (40%) 79 (35%)     18 (8%)         37 (17%)
 Family camping      71 (32%) 70 (31%)     46 (21%)       37 (17%)
 Group camping      53 (24%)           68 (30%)     58 (26%)       45 (20%)
 Volleyball               49 (22%)     70 (31%)     70 (31%)       35 (16%)

5.5 Rentals at Lake Myra County Park

Respondents were asked to identify equipment or facilities they would be interested 
in renting at Lake Myra County Park. Most respondents indicated an interest in renting 
picnic shelters and boats.

5.6 Programs at Lake Myra County Park

Most respondents are interested in environmental education and fitness programs 
(both 41%) (see Table 3). A strong interest in historical/cultural education was also 
expressed (38%).  

     Table 3

 What types of programs would you or your family like to participate in at  
 Lake Myra County Park? 

    Definitely        Maybe          Not at all     No response

 Environmental education 92 (41%)           80 (36%)   21 (9%)         31 (14%) 
 Fitness   92 (41%)           75 (33%)   27 (12%)       30 (13%)
 Historical/Cultural education 84 (38%)           88 (39%)   19 (8%)         33 (14%)
 Arts and crafts  72 (32%)           83 (37%)   37 (17%)       32 (14%)
 Summer day camps         65 (29%)           56 (25%)   71 (32%)       32 (14%)
 Weekly classes/courses 62 (28%)         88 (39%)   44 (20%)       30 (13%)
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5.7 Frequency of Park Visits

A majority of respondents visited parks two (2) or more times each month (40%) 
while very few indicated that they visited rarely (2%) or never (1%).

5.8 Frequented Parks

Survey participants were asked to list all the parks they visit. The most frequented 
parks were:

William B. Umstead State Park (30%)
Wendell Community Park (17%)
Lake Crabtree County Park (16%) 
Pullen Park (15%)  

Some of the other parks listed include: 

Cedar Fork District Park   Kentwood Park (Raleigh) 
Rocky Mount parks   Archer Lodge Community Center  
Optimist Park (Raleigh)   Southern Pines Park 
Green Road Park (Raleigh)  Carolina Beach State Park 
All Childrens Playground   Harris Lake County Park
Blue Jay Point County Park  Historic Oak View County Park
Historic Yates Mill County Park  Crowder District Park 

The lengthy list reveals that many of the respondents already frequent several Wake 
County parks and many other passive parks in the area. This data also indicates that 
the majority of survey participants live within the immediate area of the new park 
location.

5.9 Prior visits to Lake Myra

47% of respondents had visited the site in the past. The responses indicate that Lake 
Myra is and will continue to be a regional draw for recreation.

5.10 Prior activities at Lake Myra

17% of respondents who had visited Lake Myra in the past boated there. 13% of 
participants indicated that they had fished at the site. The information gathered from 
this question indicates that Lake Myra is already a popular place to boat and fish. 

5.11 Prior memories of Lake Myra

Many participants indicated they had memories to share about their experience at 
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Lake Myra and their stories included exploring the lake and its surroundings, fishing, 
observing wildlife, visiting the store, enjoying the views, horseback riding, and hearing 
parents talk about the lake.

5.12 Age groups

Respondents were asked to enter the number of people in their household in each 
of the given age groups.  The results showed that the majority of survey participants 
had family members who were in the adult age group (18-62). As the nearby Wendell 
Falls neighborhood develops, it is anticipated that greater numbers of younger users 
will be in close proximity of the park.

5.13 Location according to zip code

Most respondents live in Wendell’s zip code of 27591 (35%) (see Figure 3). As the 
online survey was made available through the Wake County website, responses came 
from as far west as the Burlington area and as far east as Rocky Mount, demonstrating 
that responses were not limited to Wake County residents.

     Figure 3

5.14 Additional Comments

Over 90 respondents left comments at the end of the survey. A full list of the comments 
exactly as they appeared in the survey response can be found in Appendix C. 
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CHAPTER SIX: Park Program

6.1 Introduction

Based on the site analysis, discussions with staff, and input from citizens via the sur-
vey results and community forums, the Design Team defined the facilities and recre-
ational program for Lake Myra County Park. The purpose of the park program is to 
meet community needs while respecting the limitations of the site and meeting the 
Wake County PROS park objectives. The following is the park program for Lake Myra 
County Park.

6.2 Park Program

Property Boundaries, Buffers, and Wetlands

Buffers of native vegetation will be left around the property to separate the site from 
adjacent land uses.

A buffer 50’ from the top of bank will protect both sides of the lake as well as the 
wetlands. A 100’ wide stream buffer will protect the existing creeks.

Buffers will also be required to protect the numerous wetlands on the property.

The northern portion of the eastern property, where a greenway connection along the 
existing sewer easement is located, contains large areas of wetlands. Only boardwalks 
and overlooks will be constructed in the northern portion of the eastern property.

Entrances

The main vehicular park entrance will be on Elk Falls Road. An entry gate and park 
sign will be located here to direct park visitors.  A secondary entrance will be located 
on Elk Falls Road at the terminus of the school entrance drive. A private drive to the 
maintenance building will be located on Poole Road at the existing pump station.

The main vehicular entrance to the western property will be on Smithfield Road.

Park Roads and Driveways 

Roads will be designed with gentle curves to prevent excessive speed or the need for 
traffic calming measures.

Pine Trees at Blue Jay Point 
County Park

Lake Crabtree County Park 
Entrance Road 

Lake Crabtree County Park 
Entrance
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Roads will follow a pleasant progression through the park, with glimpses and views of 
the park facilities. It must be easy to understand for first time visitors. 

Roads will not create crossing hazards for bicycles or pedestrians.

Roads will be designed in such a way as to minimize clearing and grading, and  protect 
environmentally sensitive areas. No roads or parking will be built in the northern 
portion of the eastern property – vehicular access will be limited to maintenance 
vehicles which will utilize greenway trails.

The road on the western property will be limited in length to provide access and 
parking into the site while leaving much of the site reserved for trails and other 
passive uses.

Parking

Parking will accommodate the necessary number of cars in a variety of lots in close 
proximity to activity areas. Parking may be provided along roadways or in a series of 
smaller lots to prevent huge expanses of asphalt. Gravel parking is a cost effective 
option, and can be planned for areas used less frequently.

Parking lots will be sited sensitively in order to reduce potential environmental 
impacts caused by as excessive clearing and grading.

Parking lots will be designed to promote shaded parking.

Accessible spaces will be provided as required by code.

The design of the parking lot will utilize effective stormwater management techniques. 

Trails, Boardwalks & Bridges

Walks and trails will connect various activity areas, such as the Environmental Education 
Center, Day Use Areas, open play fields and the amenities on the western property. 
Trails will connect to the larger trail system and to surrounding neighborhoods. Trails 
include greenways, asphalt and natural trails, and sidewalks.

Trails will be accessible whenever possible and wherever an accessible route is 
required.  

Both paved and natural surface trails will be provided. The greenway will be 10’ feet 
wide and allow for maintenance vehicle access. Trails will accommodate pedestrians 
and bicycles. Equestrian use of the trails is not permitted within the park, however, 
discussions with Wake County PROS continue as other more appropriate areas within 
the Marks Creek conservation area are being discussed for that use.

Trails will provide opportunities for overlooks and rest stops. Measured trails will be 
included for fitness use.

Blue Jay Point County Park

Blue Jay Point County Park
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Trails will also be utilized for environmental, historical, and cultural interpretation by 
the addition of signs and exhibits.  

Boardwalks are required in areas of environmental sensitivity. These structures are 
elevated wooden walkways used for pedestrian access as well as environmental 
education and outdoor recreational purposes.

Overlooks and rest stops will be provided on these structures for resting, observing 
wildlife, environmental education and fishing.

Boardwalks will be linked to the larger trail system appropriately.

Recycled/composite wood lumber is the preferred surface.

A bridge across the lake will be needed to connect the eastern and western parcels. The 
bridge will not allow public vehicular use but will accommodate small maintenance 
vehicles.

Smaller bridges will be needed to cross creeks, streams and drainageways. Care will 
be taken to avoid clearing within stream buffers as much as possible.

Planting Design

The protection of existing vegetation is very important to maintain the beauty and 
natural systems within the park boundaries.

Streams and wetland vegetated buffers will be maintained.

Adequate planting will be provided as required to screen undesirable views and 
adjacent properties. Shade trees will be added in parking areas and along roadways.

All plantings will be native and non-invasive as required by the Conservation Easement. 
Plants selected will be drought tolerant species to avoid the need for irrigation.

Planting will also enhance wildlife habitat and provide environmental education 
opportunities throughout the park. 

Day Use Areas

Day Use Areas include shelters, a playground, picnic areas, restrooms, and are often 
the location of trail heads.  Three (3) Day Use Areas are proposed for Lake Myra 
County Park. Only one Day Use Area will include a playground.

Grills, tables, water, sewer (eastern parcel), septic system (western parcel) and 
electricity will be provided.

The conservation easement allows for an aggregate up to 10,000 SF for picnic shelters. 

Wetlands Boardwalk

Wildlife Overlook

Pedestrian Bridge
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There will be four shelters; one large (accommodating up to 100 people) and three 
medium shelters (accommodating groups of 50 people), and two restroom buildings.

The shelters can also be used as an amphitheater, outdoor classroom, or dancing 
pavilion.

Play areas will be located at a safe distance away from roads and parking, and will 
have seating and shade to encourage adult supervision.

The playground area will allow for open play as well as traditional play equipment.  
Accommodating special needs children and adults with appropriate play equipment 
will be a priority. Site amenities include equipment, benches and water fountains.

Parking for the Day Use Areas may not exceed 27,000 square feet (57 spaces) on the 
eastern property according to the conservation easement.

Accessible parking will be provided for Day Use Areas.

Bus and overflow parking can occur in the school parking lot after hours if the provided 
parking for that area within the park is full. 

Open Play - Eastern Parcel

Open play fields shall be located on the eastern property near Lake Myra Elementary 
School. 

A joint use agreement with the Wake County Public School System and the Town of 
Wendell will allow the Town of Wendell to program athletic activities for the fields. 

These fields will provide space for imaginative play, environmental education, kite 
flying, frisbee throwing and pick-up sport games as well as festivals, tents and large 
group play.

Benches or shelters would be useful for providing adult supervision and shade. 

Open Play - Western Parcel

Open space is located on the western property on former agricultural fields. These 
areas have been previously cleared and offer an opportunity for play or environmental 
education.

Maintain the existing knolls and the long vistas that currently exist on the western 
parcel, as they are important for preserving the rural identity of the site. Knolls also 
offer opportunities for flying kites, viewing wildlife, and picnicking.

This area may also provide a location for multi-use trails that may accommodate 
mountain bike trails and disc golf.Open Meadow
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Benches or shelters would be useful for providing adult supervision and shade.

Fishing Piers & Platforms

In order to prevent bank erosion, fishing will be accommodated on piers and platforms.

Fishing may occur from bridges if they are designed to accommodate such uses.

These structures will be located in places that are already known for good fishing 
opportunities. Fish feeders could be installed where the piers are placed.

A fixed pier system is preferred. Recycled/composite wood lumber is the preferred 
surface.

At least one fishing area must be close to accessible parking and routes.

Park Buildings

Environmental Education Center

This 9590 SF building will be a focal point in the park, as well as a hub for the larger 
Marks Creek area. The Environmental Education Center will be the starting point for 
educational and environmental programs that will focus on the entire conservation 
area. 

The building will be sited to reduce clearing and grading, as well as to provide natural 
daylighting, ventilation, and views of the lake.

The building will feature environmentally sensitive or “green” architecture that will 
reinforce the environmental education programs at the park. The building will serve as 
an educational tool as well by highlighting natural daylighting, ventilation, geothermal 
technology, environmentally sensitive building materials, and other “green” building 
technologies.

Indoor spaces may include four park offices, two classrooms, an educational exhibit 
area, conference room, reception area, storage, small kitchen, and public restrooms.  
Restrooms will be accessible from both the inside and outside of the building.

Storage will be available under the building.

Proximity to parking, activities and connections to trails and sidewalks is essential. 
There will be a drop off area for visitors. Outdoor pedestrian areas associated with 
the building include plazas and outdoor classrooms.

Secure bicycle parking shall be provided near the building.

The associated parking shall not exceed 20,000 SF (57 spaces) as defined by the 
Conservation Easement and shall be reduced to provide only the number of spaces 

Fishing from Boardwalk

Fishing at Yates Mill Pond

Harris Lake Fishing Pier

Blue Jay Point County Park
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required for the area.

Parking for vans and several buses will be needed. A variety of lot sizes can be used 
– smaller lots will have less impact on the sensitive site. Shade will also be provided.

Boat Rental Facility

The facility will be located near the greenway and the Environmental Education 
Center. Close proximity to the center will allow supervision by park staff.

The facility will have as small of a footprint as possible. The square footage for this 
building is estimated to be about 200 SF. It is not anticipated that it will be used for 
long term boat storage.  

Only non-motorized boats will be allowed in the lake. Rentals will include kayaks, 
canoes, rowboats, and paddle boats.  

No vehicular access will be provided for visitors to launch their own boats. A small 
“beach” area will allow park users to launch canoes or kayaks from the shore, if they 
carry their craft from their car-tops.

Park Maintenance Facility

The park maintenance facility is approximately 2200 SF. It will be screened from public 
view and blend with its surroundings as much as possible.

Interior spaces include staff offices, a workshop, supply storage, shower, private 
restroom and break room.

There will be a maintenance yard for large equipment, deliveries, and storage of 
equipment and supplies. This maintenance area will also serve the greater Marks 
Creek Conservation Area.

The total area allotted for the maintenance yard and parking lot is a maximum of 
20,000 SF.

Covered storage will be provided for gas powered equipment, fertilizer, and mulch. 
Two sheds are also needed for storage.

Parking will be provided for 8-10 cars, several passenger vans and other vehicles 
needed by the park. 

Utilities

Water, sewer, electrical, gas and phone services will be extended into the park.

All utilities will be underground as required by the conservation easement.

Blue Jay Point County Park Exhibits

Lake Crabtree County Park Boat 
Rental
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Utility corridors will be coordinated with trails when possible to reduce the amount 
of clearing needed.

Site Lighting

Site lighting will be included to promote safety and security in the park. Lighting will 
not encroach upon adjacent neighbors. Lighting along roads and within parking areas 
will be provided by light poles that are leased.

Storm Drainage

Storm drainage will be required on this site.

Storm drainage includes design of permanent Best Management Practices (BMPs). 
Examples of BMPs include rain gardens, bioretention ponds, permeable pavement, 
and infiltration swales. Highlighting environmentally responsible stormwater 
management by creating an interpretive trail could be an educational opportunity for 
visitors to the park.

6.2 Community Forum #2

The second community forum took place on June 12, 2008. The focus of the meeting 
was to present the park program to the public and respond to questions and 
comments. The program includes the conservation easement guidelines,  entrances, 
roads, parking lots, environmental education center, park maintenance facility, open 
space, open play fields, day use areas, multi-use trails, boardwalks, fishing, boat rental 
facility, utilities and planting.

Most comments were related to lake access, trail locations, and parking. Many 
residents agreed that they would prefer native vegetation and wildlife be preserved 
as much as possible.  Pedestrian connections to the larger regional area were also 
discussed.

 

Maintenance building at Blue Jay 
Point County Park

Maintenance sheds at Blue Jay Point 
County Park

Maintenance vehicle at Blue Jay Point 
County Park
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CHAPTER SEVEN: Design Schemes

7.1 Site Concept

The public input survey, as well as public input from the first two forums, was an in-
valuable tool in determining the program for several design schemes. The majority of 
survey respondents want to preserve the property as much as possible. The greatest 
interest was in the more passive activities such as hiking, picnicking, self-interpretive 
environmental trails, environmental education, and boat rental opportunities.

The main elements of the park program include the following:   

 • Park Entrances, Roads, and Parking Lots
 • Environmental Education Center (EEC)
 • Boat Rental Facility
 • Open Space and Play Fields
 • Day Use Areas
 • Multi-use Trails and Boardwalks
 • Fishing opportunities
 • Park Maintenance Facility

The Design Team integrated the findings of the site analysis, developable areas plan, 
park program, and public input to prepare an overall design concept for the park 
(Figure 7.1). This concept includes general locations for the vehicular entrances, the 
Environmental Education Center, day use areas, major greenways and trails, and the 
maintenance facility. 
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7.2 Basis of Design Schemes 

The Design Team determined that the preferred location for the main vehicular en-
trance to be on Elk Falls Road. The main entrance is sited to minimize grading and 
avoid encroachment into the required stream buffer while also maintaining a safe dis-
tance from the intersection of Poole Road and Elk Falls Road. To reduce grading and 
clearing, the main park road will meander around to follow natural grade as much as 
possible and will link several park facilities and parking areas. The road will be a pleas-
ant experience for the park visitor, as it will be oriented to take advantage of views 
through the site. Smaller parking lots will be located along this road, close to facilities 
that require it.  

The eastern parcel of the park is the most favorable location for the Environmental 
Education Center (EEC) due to the proximity of existing infrastructure and adjacent 
communities. Three zones of development were investigated for the potential loca-
tion of the center, each with their own opportunities and constraints. The zones were 
based on two knolls that exist on the eastern parcel. The location of the boat rental 
facility was investigated in two areas along the lake edge.  Each location offered cer-
tain advantages as well.  All schemes show the north-south greenway on the existing 
sewer easement, as well as the same general location of the park maintenance facil-
ity. The maintenance facility will be accessed by Poole Road or from within the park. 
The proximity to the existing pump station and access road makes this location ideal 
for park maintenance staff. All schemes maintain the knoll at the corner of Poole 
Road at the location of the old home site. With the exception of small historical/
cultural education trails, development is not preferred here due to noise concerns, 
steep slopes, and existing vegetation. 

7.2 Design Scheme 1

The EEC is placed on the central knoll with a drop-off area and a small amount of 
accessible parking. A larger parking lot is a short walk away, tucked in the woods. Two 
day use areas, the boat rental facility, and maintenance facility are shown as well. 
A pedestrian bridge connects the two parcels. The western parcel includes a small 
parking lot near the park entrance, a day use area, open play, and trails. (Figure 7.2)

Possible Road Alignment

Possible Locations for the Environ-
mental Education Center
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7.3 Design Scheme 2

The EEC and related parking is located on the knoll nearest the creek. The eastern 
parcel contains two day use areas with parking, a large shelter, a restroom, and a 
playground, a fishing pier, two shelters, a restroom and parking and park maintenance 
facility. A pedestrian bridge connects the two parcels. The western parcel would be 
accessed by vehicular traffic off of Smithfield Road. Two small parking lots are located 
along the access road. A shelter/restroom, amphitheater, open play areas, meadows, 
fishing platforms and overlooks are located on this parcel.  (Figure 7.3)

7.4 Design Scheme 3

The  EEC is located on the knoll closest to the stream and would be serviced by a large 
centralized parking area. The parking area would serve both the EEC and the adjacent 
day use area which includes two shelters and restroom, playground and open play 
area. A combination fishing pier/boat rental facility, parking, and a shelter would be 
located at the end of the main access road. The park maintenance facility is accessed 
off of this road as well.

Another park access is located at the entrance to Lake Myra Elementary School. This 
day use area will include parking and a shelter/restroom adjacent to a large open play 
area. In this scheme, the shelter is located at the edge of the play field. This area will 
serve as a hub for accessing the western and northern property.

A pedestrian bridge would connect the two parcels. In this scheme the bridge is shown 
further north. The western parcel in this scheme is designed in a similar manner to 
scheme 1. (Figure 7.4)

7.5 Community Forum #3

The third community forum took place on July 31, 2008. At this forum, the three 
design schemes were presented to the group.  After the presentation, the citizens 
broke into three groups to comment, compare and critique each of the alternatives 
in more detail.  

One key issue that the groups discussed included the EEC location. Functional 
connections and relationships between facilities and visual connections within the 
park were also important. After a lengthy discussion, the groups reconvened and 
presented their findings to the larger group.

Preference for a Scheme

The majority of respondents indicated that they preferred one specific scheme. Of 
those, the majority preferred design scheme 2, while design scheme 3 was the         

Natural Trail at Blue Jay Point County 
Park

Greenway
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second preference. A number of respondents showed an interest in a combination of 
schemes 2 and 3. Refer to Appendix D for the design scheme survey results.

Favorite Aspects of Scheme 1

 The pedestrian bridge between the parking lot & the EEC  

 The layout of the western parcel

 The location of parking, facilities, boating & fishing 

 The reduced land disturbance  

Least Favorite Aspects of Scheme 1

 Concern that the facilities would not be accessible

 Would prefer the EEC closer to the lake

        Concern that the facilities are too visible

Favorite Aspects of Scheme 2

 The location of the EEC

 The location of parking, boating & fishing 

 The location of the main bridge 

 The layout on both parcels 

 The presence of the amphitheater  

Least Favorite Aspects of Scheme 2

 Would prefer parking areas closer to the boat rental facilities

Favorite Aspects of Scheme 3

 The fact that it is the least developed and remains more natural  

 The location of the EEC  

 The fact it is developed further away from the lake  

 The location of fishing, boating and parking  

 The parking lot design on the west side 

 The accessibility of the facilities

 The open play field and shelter by the school

Least Favorite Aspects of Scheme 3

 Would prefer more of a separation from the school property

 Would prefer the EEC closer to the lake

Additional Comments

 Protect views, trees, and land

 Hide parking 
Community Forum #3

Community Forum #3

Community Forum #3
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 Leave the west side undeveloped  

 Separate fishing from boating

 Keep a visual and possibly physical barrier between the site and the school  
 property

 Maintain open areas for succession 

 Retain as much forested land as possible 

 Suggest that existing agricultural areas be maintained naturally or planted  
 for wildlife habitat

 Monitor park for safety

 Make the parking lots smaller

 Keep the meadows 

 Provide parking near fishing and boating
 Make the parking lots smaller 
 Add rocking chairs on the deck of the Environmental Education Center
 Add multiple fishing areas  
 Keep the meadows as meadows  
 Provide parking near fishing & boating 
 

Community Forum #3

7-6









8-1Lake Myra County Park

Susan Hatchell Landscape Architecture, PLLC
Wake County Parks, Recreation, and Open Space

CHAPTER EIGHT: Draft Master Plan

8.1 Draft Master Plan

The Draft Master Plan incorporated the public survey results, the park program, and 
the input gathered after the presentation of the three design schemes. The Draft 
Master Plan is a compilation of favorite aspects of schemes two and three. The 
following is a detailed description of the several areas planned for the park.

The entrance to the park is sited to avoid encroachment on the stream buffer and to 
work with the existing traffic patterns on Elk Falls Road. The EEC and related parking 
will be located on the knoll nearest the creek. This location affords views of the lake 
and a strong visual connection to the boat house and greenway. The visitor will pass 
parking areas on their left while they continue towards the EEC drop-off and accessible 
parking. Continuing past the EEC, the visitor would encounter a large day use area 
with parking, large shelter, restroom, and a playground. The fishing pier, two shelters, 
restroom and parking is located at the terminus of the drive. The park maintenance 
facility is accessed off of this road.

A secondary park entrance is located at Lake Myra Elementary School. This day use 
area will include parking and a shelter/restroom adjacent to a large open play area. In 
this scheme, the shelter is tucked into the woods. This area acts as a hub for accessing 
the western and northern property.

A pedestrian bridge will connect the eastern and western parcels. Vehicular traffic 
will access the western parcel off of Smithfield Road. Two small parking lots are 
located along the access road. A shelter/restroom, open play areas, meadows, fishing 
platforms and overlooks are located on this parcel. The other pond no longer holds 
water, so it will be converted to a amphitheater in this scheme. Pedestrian access into 
the site will also be available from the Amber Acres neighborhood. Multi-use trails 
will link activities and facilities on this parcel to the eastern parcel. (Figure 8.1)

8.2 Community Forum #4

The fourth community forum was held September 9, 2008. At this forum, SHLA 
presented the draft Master Plan to the attendees. No major concerns or issues were 
raised, and the citizens were pleased with the process to this point. 

 
Rock Outcropping at Lake Myra
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CHAPTER NINE: Final Master Plan

9.1 Final Master Plan

The Design Team incorporated the public input, site analysis, and conversations with 
Wake County PROS and stakeholders. The following is a detailed description of the 
overall park plan. (Figure 9.1)

Eastern Parcel

Main Park Entrance  

The entrance to the park is sited to avoid encroachment into the stream buffer and 
to work with the existing traffic patterns on Elk Falls Road. A required turn lane will 
be installed to alleviate potential traffic issues at the park entrance. A park gate and 
directional signage will be located at the entrance.

Environmental Education Center (EEC) & Parking

The first right off of the main park road leads to the EEC. The road will be aligned 
with topography to minimize grading and clearing while also affording the park visitor 
views of the stream, building, and glimpses of the lake. The visitor will pass access 
roads to parking areas on their left while they continue towards the EEC drop-off and 
accessible parking.

The EEC is sited to be visible from Poole Road through a thin veil of trees that will 
provide a filtered view.

Multi-use trails, greenways and sidewalks connect the EEC to other park facilities. 

Lake Myra DamEnvironmental Education Center and Boat Rental Facility



Lake Myra County Park

Susan Hatchell Landscape Architecture, PLLC
Wake County Parks, Recreation, and Open Space

An outdoor plaza with seating and planting will greet the park visitor at the drop-off 
area. The visitor will initially approach the center through the covered open area 
between two one-story buildings. The exposed wood roof structure supported 
by wood columns spans the area between the buildings and recalls the wooded 
environment of the park surroundings. A view of the lake is framed by the columns, 
providing an important visual connection to the natural systems of the park. The 
covered area will serve as an extension of the interior of the building and will function 
as an outdoor classroom for educational programs, as well as an informal pedestrian 
space.

The building on the south side houses the educational exhibit area, reception area, 
four administrative offices, conference room, small kitchen, storage and mechanical 
rooms. The educational exhibit area takes advantage of a southern orientation for 
passive solar benefits.  The overhanging roof will protect the windows from the 
summer sun, while allowing winter sunlight and heat to penetrate. 

The building to the north includes two classrooms which overlook the lake, restrooms 
which can be accessed from both the interior and exterior of the building, storage 
rooms, and a prep room. A storage room is located under this building which can be 
accessed from the outside. This area could be used for winter boat storage. 

Building materials for the EEC were selected for architectural character and durability.  
The exterior materials are noted on the building elevations. (Figure 9.3)

Incorporating sustainable building elements into the design is very important to the 
Design Team and the mission of Wake County PROS.  The architectural design utilizes 
rainwater collection, photovoltaic cells for domestic water, solar reheating and 
geothermal HVAC systems.  The actual design of each system will be incorporated 
into the building design in later stages of development.

The building plan (Figure 9.2) and elevations (Figure 9.3) are conceptual in nature and 
are included as components of the Park’s Master Plan.  Approval to develop detailed 
drawings of the park and the EEC will lead to refinement of the building plan and 
elevations.  Elements such as an interior stair in the classroom building connecting 
the classroom level to the lower level storage can be studied thoroughly.  

Boat Rental Facility

The Boat Rental Facility and EEC will be architecturally similar to reinforce the 
connection between the two buildings. The Boat Rental Facility will accommodate 
about 20 non-motorized boats including  kayaks, canoes, and paddle boats.  A small 
sandy beach area adjacent to the facility will allow for launching of canoes and kayaks.  

Wetlands
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Day Use Area (near the EEC)

The Day Use Area closest to the EEC includes a shelter, restroom and playground 
with associated parking. The parking lot is shared with the EEC and has room for 
bus and van parking. The playground will include equipment that is accessible for 
varying abilities and ages. Offering play opportunities for special needs teens and 
adults would allow a greater range of users the ability to enjoy the playground. An 
opportunity for an environmental education trail exists adjacent to the Day Use Area, 
such as a trail to highlight stormwater Best Management Practices that will be used 
in the area.

Greenway, Trails & Boardwalks

A greenway will be provided along the existing sewer easement. This location 
utilized the cleared sewer line corridor that will connect various park facilities. The 
greenway will extend to the northern reaches of the property and provide a link 
to the commercial and retail areas of the Wendell Falls neighborhood, as well as to 
farther reaching locations in the region. As the greenway approaches the northern 
reaches of the site, boardwalks and overlooks will allow park users to observe and 
interact with wetland areas that will not be accessible by regular trail construction. At 
the southern point of the greenway, a boardwalk will connect the park to the historic 
dam, store and mill site. Interpretative signs will inform park visitors of the historic 
and cultural importance of Lake Myra.

Lake Myra Day Use Area at EEC Day Use Area near school
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Fishing Pier & Shelter

An accessible fishing pier and shelter is located at the terminus of the main park road. 
A small sandy beach area will allow visitors to launch canoes and kayaks brought by 
car-top.  

Park Maintenance Facility

The Park Maintenance Facility will be located along the main park road and will 
include the park maintenance building as well as a fenced storage yard and parking 
area. Park maintenance staff can also access the facility by an existing service road 
used to access the pump station off of Poole Road. Planting will be utilized to screen 
views of the maintenance facility and the pump station from the lake and adjacent 
neighbors.

Day Use Area/Open Play (near school)

This Day Use Area with a large shelter and parking will be located off of the entrance 
drive of Lake Myra Elementary School. A park gate will be located here to control 
access. The shelter is large enough to accommodate large groups and is located 
in the woods between the parking area and the play field. The open play field is 
being shared by Wake County PROS, the Wake County School System and the Town 
of Wendell. Through a joint agreement, parking will be available at the school after 
hours and on weekends during peak use.

Bridge/Overlooks 

The pedestrian bridge which links the two parcels is shown at the narrowest point of 
the lake. The small additional parcel of land that will accommodate this connection 
is being negotiated for acquisition. The bridge will offer overlooks and observation 

Wetlands Park Maintenance Facility and Fishing Pier
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areas, as well as possible fishing opportunities. The bridge is the link between the two 
properties, the greenways to the north and south, and the school to the east.

Utilities

The water distribution service will provide a water line loop through the parking lot 
and access drive to allow fire protection and domestic feed to all new facilities.  This 
water main will be tied to the existing system in Elk Falls Road.

The sanitary sewer service will be provided with building services running from the 
new facility down to the existing sanitary sewer outfall that runs along the lake.  These 
services will have clean-outs as required for line maintenance.

Western Parcel 

Roads & Parking

The vehicular access to the site will be from Smithfield Road. The road will meander 
through the site in order to take advantage of views of the rolling topography. This 
area was previously farmed, so minimal clearing and grading is required. Two smaller 
parking lots are located along this road. The first parking lot will primarily be used by 
those who wish to utilize the trails or engage in open play on the existing meadows. 
The second parking lot is located farther into the site at a Day Use Area. Both parking 
lots will incorporate bioretention and rain gardens to treat stormwater.

Day Use Area (West Parcel)

This Day Use Area will serve users of the western parcel. The area contains a shelter, 
restroom, fishing platform, trail head, parking, and amphitheater. 

Trails

The trails on this parcel will include both paved and natural trails that link parking 
and natural areas, overlooks, fishing platforms, and other amenities. The trails will be 
used for walking, disc golf, and bicycles.

Day Use Area on Western Parcel Western Parcel
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Open Play

The existing farmland on this parcel offers many opportunities for passive recreation 
as well as environmental and cultural education. The woodland edges also provide 
wonderful wildlife habitats that will offer opportunities for environmental education. 

Utilities

The water service for facilities will be provided by the installation of a well.  The 
well will provide water to the restrooms. The sewer services for the restrooms 
will be provided by an on-site underground septic system. An alternate system of 
composting toilets will also be considered for the facility.

Stormwater Management - both parcels

The general approach to stormwater management for the park is to minimize the 
amount of land disturbance.  Grading and erosion control plans will be developed to 
preserve as much natural area as possible.  This approach will involve the use of areas 
for erosion control sediment traps which will be converted to bioretention areas once 
the site is stabilized.  The bioretention areas will provide the water quality treatment 
for this site.  They will also provide additional storage of water quantities in order to 
reduce stormwater volume/rate.

The design approach for the parking lot and driveways is for the stormwater to run 
off the pavement to grass swales for pre-treatment and then into the bioretention 
areas discussed under erosion control and stormwater management. A series of 
culverts will allow the stormwater to cross the roadways and flow into the various 
bioretention areas. Any new trails will be designed to allow overland sheet flow when 
possible through the wooded understory. When sheet flow is not possible, level 
spreaders will be installed to convert the concentrated flow back to sheet flow.

Required Permits

It is anticipated that the Lake Myra County Park project will require the following 
permits: NCDOT Driveway permit, NCDENR Land Quality Erosion Control Permit, 
DEM Water Quality Section, Sanitary Sewer Permit Systems, DEH Public Water Supply 
Section,  Water Supply Systems and NPDES Phase II Discharge Permit.

9.2 Community Forum # 5

SHLA presented the Final Master Plan to the attendees of the last community forum, 
describing changes that were made since the previous presentation. The public was 
pleased with the plans and asked for an expected time frame for construction. Wake 
County PROS explained that funding is not currently available and that Lake Myra 
County Park is not included in the Capital Improvement Program at this time.

 
Lake Myra Dam
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CHAPTER TEN: Cost Analysis and Phasing

10.1 Cost Analysis

The estimate of probable construction cost is based on the final master plan 
documents using construction cost data from several recent park projects, as well as 
previous County Park projects.  The estimated overall cost for Lake Myra County Park 
as shown on the Final Master Plan is $10,354,779.  

10.2 Phasing

It is unlikely that Wake County will have $10,354,779 to devote to the project at one 
time, so options for phasing the park have been investigated.  Phasing the Master 
Plan can occur in several ways, but it is recommended that the project be developed 
in two phases, east and west.  The estimated cost for the eastern side of the park is 
$8,638,879, the cost for the western side of the park is $1,715,900.

Detailed cost estimates for the east and west phases can be found in Appendix E.

Eastern Phase:    $8,638,879 

Environmental Education Center with parking and roads
Boat Rental Facility
Greenway, trails, and boardwalks
Two Day Use Areas with three shelters, restroom, playground and open   

  play with associated parking
Maintenance Facility with yard and parking
Fishing pier with parking
 

Western Phase:  $1,715,900

 Entrance road and parking
 Day Use Area with shelter and restroom, fishing platform, amphitheater 
 Bridge across lake
 Trails, nature overlooks and observation platforms

It is recommended that the development occur on the Eastern property first for 
several reasons.  Elk Falls Road provides the best option for the main entrance 
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into the park, and the existing access from Poole Road can be used for park 
maintenance. The park property on this side is adjacent to the new development 
and school, and will connect to the adjacent community by trails and the greenway. 
Due to this relationship, utility services are much more accessible. Also, this 
property is better suited to the location of the Environmental Education Center, 
which will be a major draw for the park.  It is also possible that additional land could 
be acquired in the future on the western parcel, which would require a master plan 
revision.  There is no opportunity for additional land acquisition on the eastern 
parcel, so it unlikely the master plan will be revised at this site in the future.
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APPENDIX A: Design Team Meeting Minutes

Lake Myra County Park

April 14, 2008

Initial Programming Meeting

Attendees:
Chris Snow, Wake County
Debra Bradsher, Wake County
Eric Staehle, Wake County
Mark Edmondson, Wake County
Robert Hinson, Wake County
Tim Lisk, Wake County
Tim Maloney, Wake County
Karin Heiman, Consulting Biologist
Susan Hatchell, SHLA
Jennifer Steed, SHLA

• The first community meeting will take place on April 29, 2008
• Lake Myra was the “resort” of the piedmont area – dancing, entertainment 

and camping took place here
• Partnership between Triangle Land Conservancy/Trust for Public Land/Wake 

County
o Whole watershed
o Big Poplar, Marks Creek, Neuse. 100 acres protected in this area. o
o Mountains to Sea Trail connection is possible
o We anticipate acquiring entire lake shore on eastern side
o What is the structural integrity of the dam?

• 1979 – Corps of Engineers report on dam – property surveys may be available
• Karin with Southeast Regional Land Conservancy

o Design construction and use
o Conservation Easements/ only for Tract A

• Drainages, BMPs
o Karin – blend into natural environment
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o Green architecture/permeable parking services

• NCSU is testing water quality at Centennial Campus
o Debbie Green is working with NCSU on research

• Chris – Definition of County Park (7 facilities throughout the county)
o The first regional park was Lake Crabtree County Park
o This will be the first County Park in Eastern Wake Co. – an underserved 

area
o 3 core services:

o Open space – protecting wildlife habitats, passive recreation, 
and public access

o Recreation and Leisure – passive, picnic, trails
o Environmental and cultural education – programs at: 

Oakview, Yates Mill Pond
o Open play areas, fishing, boats, ponds, passive oriented park 

• Teresa – Town of Wendell’s perspective
o Wendell is changing and growing
o Would like park to tie into greenway connections to Wendell

• Robert Hinson – 4,000 potential residential units coming at Wendell Falls 
neighborhood

o Within 3-5 miles, middle school, high school, and another elementary 
school all east of Lake Myra

o Incorporate school/agricultural fields

• There will be a YMCA facility located in Wendell Falls neighborhood– (20 
acre site) There will be an amenities center with pool and gym. This will be a 
temporary location for the center until it moves to another location closer to 
Knightdale.

• Railroad Track – Will there be a pedestrian connection to 64? Supposed to be 
on Wendell side – path will connect to the school under Wendell Parkway. 
The rail line is Norfolk Southern/Carolina Coastal, perhaps a multimodal 
connection is possible here.

• NCSU – wants to come out to study water quality of the lake
• Park will be a “hub” of the larger Marks Creek area for environmental 

education and a meeting point.
• Extra staff may be needed for education and maintenance
• What is unique about Lake Myra? Historical and cultural aspects – dancing, 

fishing and boating
o Wetlands – connection to different wetlands within 5 minutes
o Starting point for exploration of entire Marks Creek watershed
o Exhibits and dioramas, etc. encourage people to visit larger Marks 
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Creek area
o Research community/older users, middle school to high school to 

adult
o Alternate ways of connecting north-south, pedestrian and bicycle 

traffic
o The NCSU School of Forestry, Botany, and the College of Agriculture 

and Life Sciences could all use the property for educational purposes.
o With the elementary school adjacent to the park, teachers will be 

able to utilize the park for educational purposes. After-school track 
out programs will possibly use the park as well.

o Robert will talk to the principal to get involved in planning. All 
students will be under teacher supervision, fencing or gates will not 
be used to divide the two properties. Open communication between 
school staff will be a key component for safety.

• What will the building function as?
o Offices, restrooms, hub
o Get the park users back outside; use as a drop off, stay for an 

introduction and then get back outside. Need a classroom in case of 
inclement weather.

o Backup plan – indoor classroom necessary for programming
o Cultural development of Eastern Wake County
o Incorporating context of older structures. Use vernacular architecture
o Displays about history, get stories and family photos

• How would history be interpreted?
o Talk more with Yeager family – key to history and access. They would 

like to see fishing and boating on the lake again.
o Mart has old photos
o Center/hub will explain how to access these places
o Visitors will get a “feel” for history, maybe not actually going out to 

various places to experience first hand
o School, scouts, church, Indian Princess, 5th grade
o State Parks – spur use? MTS – Mountain to Sea trail
o Greg Ferguson – Mercury Commercial Development. talk to him to 

see what will be included in Wendell Falls commercial district.
o Meeting facilities needed – on site meeting/conference room
o Tim to look internally to determine if an overnight lodge is needed

        o No park residence if an overnight lodge is not needed
         o    With 4,000 adjacent neighbors, may not have need for an overnight       

              lodge.
        o What is planned for Randleigh Farm? Metro Park – wastewater/       

 water treatment and sustainability conferences. Water Fest – 7,000  
 kids over two days at Randleigh Farm 
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• Maintenance Center
        o Might be regional “hub” for maintenance as well.

• Boat/Storage – no swimming

o Floating dock?
o Can launch from western property?
o Need resolution – will have a better idea in two weeks

• Patrol buffer – our responsibility
o Teresa will look at regulations for neighbors especially at commercial 

properties

• Western Piece of property
o No conservation easement
o Access more of a challenge/opportunity
o No road frontage
o Complimentary to eastern part
o Bridge connections
o Some parking
o Location of possible park residence if needed
o Pedestrian and bike trails, these are already a huge draw in other 

parks
o Connect visually to eastern side
o Meadows/natural succession
o Disc golf?
o Restroom?
o Amphitheater
o Leaking pond to stay or go?
o Need documentation of preliminary engineering from Mark
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Lake Myra County Park

July 1, 2008

General Master Plan Schematic Designs

Attendees:
Tim Maloney, Wake County
Chris Snow, Wake County
James Bailey, Wake County
Mark Edmondson, Wake County
Tim Lisk, Wake County
Robert Hinson, Wake County
Eric Staehle, Wake County
Susan Hatchell, SHLA
Jennifer Steed, SHLA
Rachel Mukai, SHLA

Susan presented  diagrams of proposed spaces and connections in the park. Wake 
County reviewed these diagrams and decided upon several concepts that they 
would like to see in more detail before presenting three concepts to the public at the 
community forum scheduled for July 31.

There are several updates from Wake County Parks, Recreation and Open Space.  Mark 
doesn’t know the details of the width and size of the property, but it is somewhere 
around 35 additional acres. The price would be $10,000 per acre 

Robert updated the team on where things stand between Wake County and Town of 
Wendell’s attorneys on the partnership between the school and the park. There is a 
joint use agreement that is pending.

Chris and Mark mentioned that the new entrance road has been leveled, the area for 
the new left lane on Poole Road has been cleared, and the pavement at the school 
has also been poured.

Mark updated the team on the status of the well found near the old homestead.  This 
well was evaluated and produces 21 gpm. 

Susan inquired about the safety of the dam.  The County would select a consultant for 
examining the dam by the third week of July.

Susan reviewed the developable areas which were based on steep slopes, soils, 
buffers, mature hardwood vegetation, and draws. 

Robert is concerned about vehicular stacking which will occur at the intersection 
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between Poole Road and the new road as the Wendell Falls community develops.

Susan discussed possible locations for the boat rental facilities and the challenge of 
locating accessible parking. Eric mentioned that we must make sure that the parking 
lot isn’t visible from Poole Road or from the Yeagers property. There was a discussion 
about how close the parking needs to be to the boat rental facility for accessibility.

Susan presented the schematic designs for the western property, which include roads, 
parking, multi use trails, a restroom, and shelter. The main issue regarding the western 
property was how far should the access road continue into the site. Susan mentions 
that the two most important things to decide on the eastern property is deciding the 
location of the environmental education center and the boat rental facility. She is also 
concerned with the pump station and the effect of its presence on nearby facilities. 

Robert is concerned with siting a boat rental facility on the western property because 
it is so shallow. Chris agreed that it would not be a good location for boating.

Chris mentioned that while the fields will be built, he doesn’t want to preclude the 
idea of the environmental education or other park facilities being located at that part 
of the site.  He wanted to know what the Design Team would place there if they were 
not fields. Susan said it could be a larger day use area. 

Robert agreed that there is a great day use opportunity at the end of the access road 
from the school property.

Susan asked about restrooms near the fields. Robert said they need to be considered 
not as school fields, but as park fields. It is assumed that the day use area by the fields 
would include some parking, a shelter, and playground.

Susan asked about the location of the environmental education center – What is the 
preferred location? The Design Team sees two possible locations for it on existing 
knolls on the eastern parcel. 

Tim and Eric agree that the best location for the environmental education center is 
on the first or central knoll.

Robert thought that the parking could be split up on either side of the lower draw so 
that both boating and the environmental education center can be accessible.

Eric feels that it would be best to research the wind patterns and water depths to find 
the best location for the boat rental facility, he wants to make sure that the Master 
Plan is flexible enough that moving the boat rental is an option.

It is agreed that the maintenance facility should be located by the pump station. 

Chris will know more about the joint use agreement with the school by Friday.  
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There should be 60-70 spaces around the two smaller shelters – depending upon 
what else is placed nearby (large playground? trailheads? Etc.) 

The size of Crowder Lake, Lake Crabtree, and Blue Jay Point County Parks are compared 
with Lake Myra in terms of anticipated parking needed. 

Eric and Susan to schedule the next meeting for the week of July 14, 2008.
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Lake Myra County Park

July 11, 2008

Coordination Meeting

Attendees:
Tim Maloney, Wake County
Chris Snow, Wake County
Eric Staehle, Wake County
Teresa Piner, Town of Wendell
Brinkley Wagstaff, Town of Wendell
Mark Hetrick, Zebulon
Mike Frangos, Town of Knightdale
Wayne Journegan, YMCA
Susan Hatchell, SHLA
Jennifer Steed, SHLA

Teresa Piner states that this project is much bigger than the Lake Myra Park property 
itself as it is within the larger context of Marks Creek area. Scenic America designated 
the area as a ‘Last Chance Landscape’.

Wake County Parks, Recreation and Open Space (PROS) hopes to obtain a total of 
2500 acres within the larger Marks Creek Area. 

The YMCA is planned on a 60 acre site to the northwest of Lake Myra. It has fitness 
facilities, an outdoor pool, and 8,000 kids a day will utilize the space. They would like 
to see development within a seven year time frame to include: soccer & ball fields, 
another outdoor pool, a steam room/sauna of 4,500-5,000 SF. Typical facilities of this 
size include a building with a gym, indoor pool, wellness center, two group fitness 
rooms (for yoga, etc.), and an indoor running track to occur within the Wendell Falls 
neighborhood. They would like to tie their facility into the greenway planned for the 
park.

The Town of Knightdale would like to see access to the park from Smithfield Road. 
Limited utility, water, and sewer connections are a concern when planning for 
facilities on the western parcel.

There is an enhancement grant on Mingo Creek. 

Some research must be done on Beaver Dam and Poplar Creek.

Knightdale Parks  and Recreation need more indoor gym space and soccer fields. They 
have ball fields and tennis courts.
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Mountain biking may be a possibility at Lake Myra – the map shows the proper type 
of connections that would make it a success here.

The concept of the park & greenway as a destination is very appealing. There is a 
potential connection to the Mountains to Sea Trail as well.

Design standards (such as 10’ paved trails with shoulders) should be maintained 
throughout. 

What level of maintenance is required when horses are allowed on a greenway?

Mark – The American Tobacco Trail volunteers maintain the trails.

Teresa – Let’s make sure there is a Wendell Falls connection.

What is the NCDOT bike plan here? It crosses US-64.

Perhaps a bus drop off can be added at Wake Med on the Eastern Wake Expressway.

Zebulon – community park and Five County Stadium connection is of most interest.
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Lake Myra County Park

Meeting Minutes

Architectural Concepts

September 12, 2008

Attendees:
Tim Maloney, Wake County
Chris Snow, Wake County
Eric Staehle, Wake County
Mark Edmondson, Wake County
Tim Lisk, Wake County
Alicia Medina, Wake County
Teresa Piner, Town of Wendell
Ken Redfoot, Corley Redfoot Zack, Inc. (CRZ)
Susan Hatchell, SHLA
Jennifer Steed, SHLA

• Susan introduces Ken Redfoot to the group.
• Tim Maloney expects that the process for determining the architectural 

program will be a simple process. Wake County has a very good idea 
of what they need, although there is no written document that can be 
provided for CRZ’s use.

• Chris Snow mentions that Wake County already has some great facilities, 
but they are open to learning how to improve spatial functions, implement 
green technology, etc.

• Ken Redfoot remarks that there are many opportunities to making 
this facility “green” – building orientation, rainwater harvesting, tree 
preservation, bioretention, geothermal technology, etc.

• The Environmental Education Center (E.E.C.) building itself will be an 
educational tool. The building can be part of educational interpretation 
and programming.

• As the discussions about green technology continue, GSA needs to be 
involved. Eric will get a copy of the GSA “Guidelines for Design and 
Construction of Energy-Efficient County Government Facilities and 
Schools” for Ken.

• We have a limit of 8,000 SF for the E.E.C. per the conservation 
requirements. Eric would like to talk about negotiating the maximum 
SF since we aren’t planning on including the other buildings (overnight 
lodge, etc.) in the Master Plan. 

• The group discussed that Ken should visit Blue Jay Point and Yates Mill 
Pond County Parks to observe the existing facilities. Susan will attend that 
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visit with Ken.
• The preference of the group was that the architecture of the E.E.C would 

invite nature in, be more “porous”. Exterior decks and patios, in addition 
to fewer interior walls will provide the best “flow” from the indoor to the 
outdoor area.   

• Susan mentions that the community has said that they would like to see 
rocking chairs overlooking the lake.

• Ken asks the County about specific interior spaces: 
o Classrooms?  

o One or two, no more than two
o Average school group size: 32-40 people
o Rotate groups through classrooms or outdoor activities
o Need “staging areas” for rotating groups

o Outdoor classrooms?  
o Yes
o Could be contiguous to the building
o Could be staging areas/programmed areas

• The group discusses that in the past, park facilities and spaces were 
added to County Parks as needs arose, resulting in a Master Plan that did 
not feel integrated. Planning for these at this early stage will help avoid 
this. 

• Chris mentions that he would like spaces designed for smaller groups as 
well.

• Ken suggests that the E.E.C. could be a cluster of buildings, similar to a 
“village”.

• This idea could work well as long as the mechanical, electrical, etc. is 
centralized.

• Lake Johnson, Bass Lake, and Lake Wheeler all have similar clustered 
buildings.

• Ken asks the County about other specific interior spaces: 
o How many offices?    

o Typically three
o Other areas?

o Workroom/Work area
o Break Room
o Conference space for 15-20 people (AV hookups/pull-

down screen, etc.)
o Kitchen space
o Built-in desks along the wall could serve part time 

employees
o Library space
o Flexible, expandable floor plan
o Telecom room
o Storage space
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• Tim mentions there is a larger need throughout Wake County Government 
for appropriate meeting space/conference rooms. 

• Perhaps one classroom could double as a conference space, but still have 
a classroom function.

• Whether the E.E.C. is one building or a cluster of several, the entire park 
needs to be designed to be intuitive to a first time visitor,  limiting the 
number of signs that are needed.

• No receptionist space for a “Greeter” is needed at the entrance of the 
center, as all work spaces need to be secured from direct public access.  
Being able to see the buses/groups arrive is helpful.

• Group likes the idea of restrooms being accessed from the outside. This 
will allow the restrooms to be accessible after hours.

• The number of restrooms provided will be what is required by code.
• A shower will be provided in the park maintenance building. 
• Geothermal energy should be considered – team to contact GSA for 

discussion.
• Group discusses the cultural/architectural history of the lake and the 

surrounding area. The Environmental Education Center and other 
buildings could share similar details of the historic buildings on the site, 
which were constructed using large rough-hewn timbers.  SHLA will get 
the few photos we have to Ken.

• A meeting with Mark Dubois with GSA is needed to discuss the Energy 
Efficient Guidelines.

• Ken asks about the Park Maintenance Facility:
o Spaces to be included:

o Minimum of two offices (one shared)
o Breakroom
o Restroom with shower
o Two bay garage
o Four bay shed
o A more complete breakdown of the spaces needed will 

be provided in writing by the County
• Ken asks about the Boat Rental Facility:

o Spaces to be included:
o Rental space/cash register  – place for staff person
o Storage for PFDs, paddles, etc.
o Boat storage is only needed for paddle boats – they may 

be taken to the maintenance yard.  A two story E.E.C. 
may have space underneath that could be used to store 
boats.

o 20-25 total canoes, kayaks, and paddleboats 
o There will be a beach area nearby for launching of kayaks 

and canoes.
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Lake Myra County Park

Meeting Minutes

November 6, 2008

Attendees:
Eric Staehle, Wake County
Mark Dubois, Physical Plant Director, General Services, Wake County
Chris Snow, Wake County
James Bailey, Wake County
Tim Lisk, Wake County
Tim Maloney, Wake County
Teresa Piner, Town of Wendell
Ken Redfoot, CRZ
Susan Hatchell, SHLA
Jennifer Steed, SHLA

• Susan presents the site analysis.
• Ken presents four concepts for the architecture for the Environmental 

Education Center.
• What is the appropriate response to the Environmental Education Center?
• Concept one: Two separate buildings with a covered pedestrian area between.  

“Arriving at the lake” Right building – education and classrooms, left building 
– office.

o Tim Maloney – how do you envision the roofs?
o Ken – this will be a simple gable end roof. Need to work out grade 

changes  through building to get to boat rental.
o The building in this scheme is closer to the lake than in other schemes 

to take advantage of views to the lake. 
o The floorplan is open and fluid.
o There would be a shared prep and storage area between the two 

classrooms.
o There are several offices.
o Restrooms are accessible after hours through an outdoor entrance.
o 8,000 square feet, does not include decking.
o Eric – what are the visual clues, how will you know where to go?
o Tim L. – likes the idea of arriving between the two buildings, mentions 

Lake Wheeler, Hemlock, Bass Lake are somewhat similar.
o Susan feels like its an outdoor building

• Concept two – Classroom wing and office wing, the exhibit space is the “glue” 
that holds the two together. The classroom and exhibit space merge together 
in this scheme and the plan shows an additional office space and conference 
room. The classroom and restrooms are open to the outside. There are good 
views of the lake.  This is approximately 8,700 square feet.
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o Susan – what does the group think about the central space?
o Tim M. – classrooms are more remote at Yates Mill Pond County 

Park
o Chris – sound barriers will be needed between connection of rooms 

and classrooms.
o Tim L. – likes the traffic flow better in concept one, likes having the 

choices.
• Concept three – 8200 square feet, the two buildings are connected by a 

breezeway that frames views of the lake beyond. The restrooms are only 
accessible from the outside.

o Tim – likes the spatial relations here the best. Likes the two buildings, 
likes that you can have the southern half locked if need be.

• Concept four – 8200 square feet, same configuration as concept three with 
a different orientation to the lake. Views of the lake, focus on stream and 
ravines.  One building. Strong relationship to the lake and site.

o Mark – the patio here may be overlooking the school

General Questions:
• Teresa likes the large staging area of concept one.
• Eric likes the entry area of concept one because it becomes another staging 

area. 
• Tim L. likes the curving  walkway to the lake and boat rental in concept one.
• Eric – likes the form of the building of concept one and the programming of 

concept two. We need to think through how much you see of the boat rental 
facility, and make sure it is not blocking views of the lake.

• Susan – The architectural features of the roof between the buildings and boat 
rental facility work well together in concept one.

• Teresa – liked that the boat rental facility is out of view in concept two.
• Ken – Concept two has a low sloped roof. Concept one uses vernacular 

architecture.
• Teresa – Concept two has good storage.
• Tim M. – likes the veil of trees. Teresa agrees.
• James – Will  wind whip through the breezeway? The prevailing wind is from 

the north.
• Susan – asked to talk about concept one and three – is one better than the 

other from a structural or mechanical standpoint?
• Ken – geothermal is still a question. Plans to use recycled materials, paints, 

materials, HVAC, always the opportunity for solar arrays.
• Chris – lighting on the exhibit space.
• Susan – is there a preference for a location of the office?
• James – Concept one has a better view of the Boat Rental Facility and the rest 

of the park.
• Chris would like to get copies of these plans to show his staff.
• Tim M. likes how you can completely close off one building.
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• Chris – likes how the offices can both be closed off.
• Mark – why is the exhibit space always on the north side? Perhaps there can 

be a use of light shelves. 
• Flip the exhibit to southwest, opposite the office. 
• Mark – what about accessibility?  Will you try to use the natural grade?
• Ken – yes.
• Chris – Scheme two is okay, then entrance is good and it is big enough. There 

are seating opportunities for groups out front.
• Mark – Intent for LEED certification? Make sure this is a into LEED building.
• Chris – Are the concepts available digitally? Would like to have copies to 

show.
• Ken – We will be on hold until Chris gets more information.
• What are the materials? Need to find out so cost can be estimated. Need a 

materials “Narrative”
• Yates Mill Pond County Park was $200/square foot, using a zinc roof.
• Would want a metal roof for Lake Myra County Park as well.
• Prevailing winds really affect the boat docks at Lake Crabtree.
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APPENDIX B: Community Forum Minutes

Lake Myra County Park
April 29, 2008 – Tuesday @ 7 pm– Wendell Community Center
Community Forum #1

Attendees:

Eric Staehle, Wake County
Chris Snow, Wake County
Robert Hinson, Wake County
Tim Lisk, Wake County
Mark Edmondson, Wake County
Tim Maloney, Wake County
Teresa Piner, Town of Wendell
Harold Broadwell, Town of Wendell
Susan Hatchell, SHLA
Jennifer Steed, SHLA
Leslie Warriner, SHLA
David Owens, SHLA
Rachel Mukai, SHLA
+/- 40 Citizens
 

 Eric 
 • Welcomes everyone to the first of five public forums to discuss the 

master planning of Lake Myra County Park.
 • Introduces project team. 
 • Asks everyone to sign-in before leaving and to fill out a survey to 

gauge interest in different possible park activities and programs. 
 • General introduction to park property.

o Master Plan process
o Purpose of community forums is to guide design based on public 

interest.

 Chris 
 • Introduction to Wake County Parks, Recreation, and Open Space.
 • Discusses County land acquisitions in Marks Creek area.
 • Explains “What is a County Park?”



Lake Myra County Park

Wake County Parks, Recreation, and Open Space
Susan Hatchell Landscape Architecture, PLLC

o Open space and passive recreation are typical, but educational 
facilities are also often included. 

• Shows the greater context of the project area.
o Other opportunities exist to utilize the other parcels owned by 

the County and create larger links in the future.
Eric 

• Introduces Landscape Architect, Susan Hatchell, owner of SHLA, PLLC.

Susan 
• Lake Myra provides 224 acres of diverse habitat.
• Existing land-use and site analysis maps will highlight potential areas for 

development.
• The site has a rich history that will be incorporated into the Master Plan.
• Survey must be turned in by May 24th, in order to gauge public interest in 

possible park activities and facilities.
Eric 

• Goes over the next steps in the master planning process.
o The next public meeting will be June 12 at 7pm in the Wendell 

Community Center Gymnasium.
o Results of survey will be available at the next public meeting.
o Preferences for park activities and programming will be 

reviewed.
o “Visioning” for the park will take place.
o More time for public comment and input.

Q & A
• It has been brought to the attention of the Design Team that heavy rain 

in the last 48 hours has created stormwater run-off. What will the County 
do in order to control run-off into the lake?

o Theresa Piner, Planning Director for the  Town of Wendell, 
confirms that compliance with regulations has been closely 
monitored during construction of Wendell Falls. 

o Mike Jones from Mercury Development explains how the systems 
in place meet regulations and are designed for a 10-year rain 
event. The rain event from this past weekend was much greater 
and therefore above average run-off is to be expected. He insists 
that the development construction has been kept in compliance 
and closely monitored. He suggests that the school site under 
construction is also contributing to the run-off.

o Robert Hinson of Wake County mentions that the school 
construction site was checked early on the afternoon of the  29th 
and was found to be under control and not releasing sediment 
into the lake.
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• It is brought to the attention of the Design Team that a silt fence was 
down along Martin Pond Road about eight weeks ago. 

o Mike Jones from Mercury Development explains how constant 
maintenance is required, and insists that any silt fence that does 
get torn down in the process of construction is quickly repaired 
and kept in compliance.

o Debbie Green with Wake County inspects all construction sites 
in the area regularly, including after every major rain event to 
insure compliance. 

• A Town of Wendell Commissioner states that run-off is a problem, and 
says that Wendell regulations are the most liberal in all of Wake County 
and need to be changed to include better protection.

o Eric of Wake County promises to follow-up on issue. 

• Another citizen agrees that Wendell ordinances are too lenient and run-
off is a problem that he fears will destroy the lake.

• A citizen asks how this park will relate to Umstead Park, and also how will 
it be different.

  o     Chris of Wake County states that Umstead Park is approximately    
        5,600 acres. Lake Myra County Park will be much smaller but  
               connections will be made. Lake Myra is in a different location  
         and needs to be preserved. Wake County is rapidly developing  
         which makes its preservation important for the area. 

• A citizen asks why greenways are always located in sewer easements. She 
mentions that in some instances, such as Lake Crabtree County Park, they 
produce an unpleasant smell.

o Susan states that greenways are located in sewer easements 
in order to minimize disturbance of the land. Since the sewer 
easement has already been cleared, this creates an opportunity 
for a greenway without additional clearing and disturbance.

• A citizen asks about the size of Lake Crabtree and how it compares to the 
size of Lake Myra County Park.

o Chris of Wake County states that the water body of Lake Crabtree 
is about 500 acres, compared to 74 acres for Lake Myra. However, 
the land area is about the same for the two parks.

• A citizen asks how much land area will be cleared for the park and is 
concerned about tree preservation. 

o Susan states that clearing will be minimal, insuring maximum 
tree preservation. 
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• A citizen asks if the trail will be multi-use. ATV’s, dirt bikes, horses, 
mountain bikes, etc.?

o Susan states that the trail will be multi-use but may or may not 
be open to horse riders.  The trail will not include any access for 
motorized transportation.

• There is a large group who would like to see horseback riding trails at the 
park. One member of this group states that studies have been done to 
show that horseback riding can coexist on the same trails as hikers and 
mountain bikers. They also ask that if horse riding isn’t allowed at the 
park, will any of the other land from the conservancy be available for 
horse back riding? 

o Susan states that horseback riding may be a possibility but Lake 
Myra County Park may not have enough acreage to offer viable 
horse trails. The area surrounding the park is urbanizing so 
rapidly that larger overall connections may be very difficult as 
well. Another site limitation to horses would be trailer parking. 

• A citizen asks if the greenway will provide access across Poole Road. As 
shown on the map, the conceptual greenway location crosses Poole Road 
in the middle of a very dangerous curve.

o Susan states that the map is schematic only and we don’t know 
at this time if access will be provided across Poole Road. The 
NCDOT may realign the road in the future to make the curve 
safer.

• A citizen asks if there will be any access for kayakers before the park 
is built. A small group had been kayaking there for several years and 
recently encountered no trespassing signs and they would like to start 
kayaking again.

o Chris of Wake County states that the lake is privately owned and 
the County has no authority to allow kayakers to use the lake. Mr. 
Yeager, who owns the property, says that the signs are posted 
in order to keep people safe. Since there are no safe places to 
launch private boats or kayaks, the family feels it is better to not 
allow kayaking in order to avoid injuries.

• Sig Hutchinson mentioned bond money and how people must vote to 
make projects such as this possible. He thanks everyone for the support 
and suggests getting more involved in order to see projects such as this 
realized.

• A citizen shares how he has grown up in the area farming, hunting, and 
fishing and would be devastated to see any of the natural resources and 
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wildlife in the area harmed. He says natural resource preservation should 
be a main goal of the Park Master Plan, as it is an ecologically significant 
area.

o Chris of Wake County states that natural resource preservation 
indeed be a main aspect of park design and maintenance. A 
conservation easement already exists over the eastern portion 
of the site, which limits the types of facilities. This easement 
allows trails, picnicking, fishing, boating, restrooms, etc. It keeps 
development out of drainage ways and important lakefront 
areas. An emphasis on water quality and sensitive development 
will be utilized in all aspects of planning the park.

• A citizen asks if more land will be acquired to increase the size of the 
park and will the Master Plan be fluid and flexible enough for future land 
acquisitions?  

o Susan states that at this time, the current master planning will 
only include the indicated 224 acres. However, we are undertaking 
the project in the expectation that the County will  expand in the 
future. 

• A citizen states that he has been on the board to acquire land from the 
start and appreciates Wake County’s involvement in the planning of Lake 
Myra County Park. He indicates that he and several other citizens would 
like horseback riding incorporated into the park design. 

o He and any other citizens are encouraged to fill out the surveys to 
gauge overall interest in specific park activities and programs. 

• A citizen asks if there will be active or passive management of natural 
resources.

o Chris of Wake County states that a blend of both will be utilized 
in designing and maintaining the park, similar to Blue Jay Point 
County Park and Falls Lake. Active management will be used to 
enable the natural resources to be used and enjoyed.

Eric 
• Thanks everyone in attendance for their participation and asks that they 

continue to provide input for the park.
• Promises to follow-up on erosion control issues.

Additional comments following presentation
• A citizen suggests that the park would be a great place for a playground 

for all ages and abilities.
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• A citizen mentioned that the park should be patterned after Lake Crabtree 
County Park.

• A citizen mentioned that the lake would be a good place for serene and 
relaxing activities. 

• A citizen voices interest in re-establishing the dance hall. 
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 Lake Myra County Park

 June 12, 2008

 Community Forum #2

 Attendees:
 Tim Maloney, Wake County
 Chris Snow, Wake County
 Eric Staehle, Wake County
 Robert Hinson, Wake County
 Mark Edmondson, Wake County
 James Bailey, Wake County
 Tim Lisk, Wake County
 Teresa Piner, Town of Wendell
 Susan Hatchell, SHLA
 Jennifer Steed, SHLA
 Rachel Mukai, SHLA
 +20 Citizens

•     Eric thanked everyone for joining and gave a brief synopsis of what   
would be covered. 

•     He reviewed what was covered in the first community meeting (site   
analysis, areas of development, and survey). This meeting would   
cover the survey results and preliminary park program. He noted   
that the next community forum will focus on reviewing three   
schematic designs in small groups. 

•     Acquisition of additional land is something Wake County is      
interested in, and he is talking to Mercury Development and private   
landowners. Chris mentioned that Wake County owns about 1000   
acres and continues to buy land. 

•     Sedimentation and erosion issues are being dealt with and    
disturbance from new development is continually being           
monitored by Wake County Site Control and the Town of    
 Wendell. A sedimentation study of the lake is an option for    
monitoring the amount of sediment in the lake now, compared   
to measurements taken in 5,10,20 years. Such a study is under          
discussion for implementation.

• There are groups interested in horse trails and mountain biking.  
There are also conversations between Wake County, Knightdale, and           
Wendell to connect trails and greenways. 

• The Design Team asks that attendees share any photos and stories so the 
team can have more of the history of the site.

• Susan: Reviews survey results. Notes that the surveys indicated the desire 
for a passive use environment and nature park. 
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• The draft Park Program, includes the conservation easement,  entrances, 
roads, parking lots, environmental education center, park maintenance 
facility, open space, open play fields and the potential collaboration 
with the school, day use areas, multi-use trails, boardwalks, fishing, boat 
rental facility, utilities and planting.

• Open Forum - Questions and Comments:
• Mercury Development asked if there is a plan to provide a bridge for 

access between the east and western properties.
• Susan replied that there is the possibility of a pedestrian connection/

bridge, but it will not allow vehicular access.
• A citizen asked on what side of the lake are possible boat launching sites 

being investigated. 
• Susan answered that vehicular access to the water for boat launching will 

not be available, but users may carry their boat to the water. We have to 
do more research to find out where that area will be. She asks if there is 
a preference as to which side the potential access would be located.

• A citizen prefers access to be located on the west side because she lives 
there and would not have to take her car.

• A citizen asked if the Town of Wendell and Wake County were working 
together on picnic shelters and park.

• Susan replied that it is a Wake County project and they will be in charge 
of renting out picnic shelters, but we can find out from Wendell as to 
what sorts of shelters are being used.

• Teresa added that it is Wake County’s project, but there may be joint use 
of the sports fields with the school.

• Teresa mentions that the town will look and see where the needs are, 
reassuring that there will be coordination between Wake County and 
Wendell.

• A citizen asked if we were aware of the sewer line on the west side by 
the subdivision. He asks if that area will be accessible. He was wondering 
who owns it and mentions that there is a 60’ clearing.

• Chris knew about the sewer line and said that it is privately owned by the 
Home Owner’s Association and we will need an easement/agreement to 
use it.

• A citizen asked if Wake County owns the land where the old store is 
located and what will happen to it.

• Chris says that Wake County is interested in the old store and mill site but 
the property is owned by the Yeagers. Wake County wants to make sure 
it is preserved as much as possible

• A citizen asked if we were familiar with Yate’s Mill County Park. She loves 
it and would love to see something similar. She was very impressed with 
this community forum.

• A citizen was happy to hear from Susan about her ideas on the parking 
lot. He would like to avoid clear cutting, provide shade, and not a create 
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a huge mass of paving. 
• Susan responds that the Design Team will avoid mass clear cuts and be 

sensitive of the site.
• A citizen asked about the green dotted lines on the map.
• Susan calls them our “wish” lines of how to make connections but they 

should not be taken literally. There is topography to keep in mind and 
Poole Road is dangerous to cross at that point. 

• A citizen asked what Susan meant by there being a lot of topography. She 
was concerned about how the hiking trails would be laid out - would they  
be flat or hilly?

• Susan responds that the trails need to be accessible but there will be 
some natural trails that can be more “hilly”. There will be different types 
of trails and surfaces. 

• A citizen said her husband hikes sections of the Appalachian Trail (AT) and 
goes to Umstead to practice.

• Susan remarks that the site doesn’t have as many hills as you would find 
on the AT or at Umstead.

• Susan adds that there has been a lot of interest in nature trails and local 
cross country teams are interested in trails that are both natural and 
hilly.

• A citizen remarks that he loves Lake Crabtree County Park. He is really 
interested in mountain biking and was wondering what was said about 
the sport in the last meeting.

• Susan replies that tonight is the first time it has been mentioned,  though 
there was a lot of input concerning mountain biking in the survey. We 
are looking into accommodating mountain biking trails on the western 
portion of the property.

• Chris adds that Lake Crabtree County Park and Harris Lake County Park 
already have a lot of mountain biking opportunities and that if he is 
interested, TORC is a group of volunteers who help design, build and 
maintain trails.

• Susan mentions that TORC left their information on the survey so we can 
get in touch with them.

• A citizen states that while boating has been mentioned, it sounds like 
Wake County doesn’t own the lake and asks if the County owns a portion 
of the lake.

• Chris replies that the Yeagers own the lake. There is a discussion with the 
Yeagers to work at an agreement for the use of the lake. 

• A citizen asks that since equestrian activities were mentioned in the 
survey, she is curious as to whether there be any kind of meeting with 
this user group.

• Chris, Susan, and several others mention that a meeting with those 
interested in horse trails was held the day before. There is the opportunity 
for more meetings and interested persons should contact Chris.
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Lake Myra County Park

July 31, 2008 – Thursday @ 7 pm, Wendell Community Center 

       Community Forum #3

Attendees:
Tim Maloney, Wake County
Chris Snow, Wake County
Eric Staehle, Wake County
Mark Edmondson, Wake County
Teresa Piner, Town of Wendell
Susan Hatchell, SHLA
Jennifer Steed, SHLA
Leslie Warriner, SHLA
David Owens, SHLA
Rachel Mukai, SHLA

• Susan briefly gave a review of the survey results, analysis, developable 
areas & park programming.

• Susan then introduced the three possible schemes. Scheme #1 – a day 
use area at the front, there is a drop off at the Environmental Education 
Center, on the west side parking is just inside the property line. Scheme 
#2 – the Environmental Education Center has direct access to the lake, 
the boating has parking nearby, and the parking on the west side is pulled 
through the property to the pond. Scheme #3 – the condensed plan with 
the large parking lot in front of the Environmental Education center, 
boating and fishing is in one location, and on the west side the parking is 
like in the first scheme.

• General Questions:
o  Is the land currently cleared on the western part of the property? 

Will it remain cleared as a meadow?
o Susan – It is currently cleared and there is value to maintaining the 

meadow. It would be useful in programming for environmental 
education. A visitor could observe succession, edge habitat, and 
meadow wildlife - this is something that could be explored/
discussed further in the small group discussion.

o Where will the picnic tables be? Will they be clustered or 
scattered?

o Susan – at this scale you would not be able to see the individual 
picnic tables, but there will be some near the restrooms and play 
area, but a bit away from the shelters. They will be kept in one 
general area, but scattered around a bit.

o  Has there been further talk about obtaining another 3-4 
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surrounding properties? And there is a private sewer line that 
runs along the tree edge on the western property that could 
possibly be tied into.

o Susan – It’s not the County’s property, but the discussion is still 
open. The sewer line is something that they can look into.
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Lake Myra County Park 

September 9, 2008 – Tuesday @ 7:00 pm, Wendell Community Center 

       Community Forum #4

Attendees:

Tim Maloney, Wake County
Chris Snow, Wake County
Eric Staehle, Wake County
Robert Hinson, Wake County
Tim Lisk, Wake County
Teresea Piner, Town of Wendell

       Harold Broadwell, Mayor of Wendell
       Susan Hatchell, SHLA
       Jennifer Steed, SHLA

+15 Citizens

Notes:
• Eric welcomed everyone and introduced the project team.
• Chris remembered Grady Earp and wanted to thank him for all of his service 

to this process.
• Chris updated the community on the status of the Master Planning process.
• Susan reviewed the process thus far and presented the draft Master Plan. She 

asked for comments and questions.
• There was a question as to whether or not there would be a place to drop off 

a kayak from the western side.
• A question was raised as to whether or not the only paved trail in the park 

was along the greenway. The answer is no. The paths near the park facilities 
would be paved for accessibility.

• A citizen asked if there might be a problem with odors along the sewer line 
trail. Odor is rarely a problem. 

• A citizen requested that school bus parking be present in the plan and 
reconsider the fact they did not dedicate a bus parking spot. 

• One citizen asked about access for small boats and asks if there will be a boat 
ramp. The answer is no. There will be rentals, sailboats are discouraged.

• A citizen asked for more information on the multi-use trails. At the Master 
Plan level, the trail location and length is approximate. It is not sure whether 
there will be paved or gravel surfaces. 

• There was a wish to know the rough estimate of mileage on the trails. This 
information couldn’t be given as the actual location and layout of the trails is 
not yet known.

• A citizen asked where the vehicle access road will be located on the western 
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parcel. An entrance road is planned off of Smithfield Road. 
• There will be continued work with Wake County staff to refine the Master 

Plan. The Design Team is working on conceptual plans for the Environmental 
Education Center. The next meeting will be held on October 21st.
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Lake Myra County Park

October 21, 2008 – Tuesday @ 7:00 pm, Wendell Community Center 

       Community Forum #5

Attendees:
Tim Maloney, Wake County
Chris Snow, Wake County
Eric Staehle, Wake County
Mark Edmondson, Wake County
Teresa Piner, Town of Wendell

       Susan Hatchell, SHLA
       Jennifer Steed, SHLA

+13 Citizens

• Eric welcomes and introduces everyone.
• Overview of the project so far (analysis, site development, survey, historic 

photos, and design alternatives).
• Introduces final Master Plan.
• Susan noted and presented some minor refinements to the Master Plan 

that were made after the last community forum.
• Chris updates the group and mentions that Wake County is still talking to 

other landowners to determine if other property could be acquired.
• NCSU has an inventory of plant species found on the site as well as a 

sediment survey of the lake.
• There is a proposed buffer enhancement project in partnership with the 

North Carolina Ecosystem Enhancement Program.
• There is a Joint Use Agreement with Town of Wendell and Wake County 

Public School System, and Wake County for use of the three fields.
• Eric discusses possible park construction: it is not funded in the Capital 

Improvement Program seven year budget, they will be developing a budget 
and then will present it to the Wake County Board of Commissioners.

• Community Questions:
o Could maintenance facility be shifted to the west side so that the east 

side is less crowded? 
o It is preferred to have the maintenance facility closer to more 

facilities, such as the Environmental Education Center. There are 
already utilities present on the eastern parcel which makes this 
parcel more cost effective for these facilities.

o Please elaborate on the joint-use agreement for the three fields.
o Susan- The Town of Wendell is interested in partnership. The school 
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is interested in the fields for their physical and environmental 
education. The town is responsible for scheduling and programming. 

o Will mobile units be used for the school? 
o Susan- Eric believes that’s already been planned for within the loop 

road of the school.
o How many years will it take for the park to be built? What is the best 

case scenario?  
o Susan- The County prepares a seven year CIP every year. There is no 

guarantee it will make it in right away, it’s very hard to say. Right now 
we have to have a ‘vision’ for the park to help drive that home.

o What is the anticipated park construction cost?
o Susan- It’s hard to say, that is our next step in the process.
o Is this the only park on the list for Wake County to put through? Are 

we next on the list? 
o Susan- North Wake Landfill Park is the only one that is ongoing. This 

project is the first priority.
o In terms  of the species survey, what plants are on the site? – on the 

eastern parcel there are wild azaleas and a lot of other natives.
o Are there plans for horseback riding in the park? 
o Susan – Chris has been in discussion with those interested in 

horseback riding. Wake County owns 1000 acres and there may be 
some opportunities outside of this park for horse trails. The park 
alone is too small.

o Does this park greenway tie into other greenways? – we have met 
with Knightdale and Wendell and we are looking at all opportunities 
for possible pedestrian connections.
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APPENDIX C: Survey Results

Question 1: How far away do you live from Lake Myra?
    
    Responses 

Greater than 12 miles  76 (34%)
2 to 6 miles   71 (32%)
6 to 12 miles   39 (17%)
Less than 2 miles  37 (17%)
No response   1 (1%)

Question 2: How would you arrive at Lake Myra County Park?
   
   Responses 

Car   187 (83%)
Bike   16 (7%)
Walk   14 (7%)
No response  7 (3%)

Question 3: Which activities would you participate in at Lake 
Myra County Park?
         Definitely         Maybe       Not at all      No response

Hiking/Walking          178 (79%)        25 (11%)    3 (1%) 18 (8%) 
Picnicking          146 (65%)        58 (26%)    2 (1%) 18 (8%)
Self-interpretive 
   environmental trails         133 (59%)        50 (22%)    17 (8%) 24 (11%)
Viewing wildlife         119 (53%)        56 (25%)    21 (9%) 28 (13%)
Sitting/Reading         118 (53%)        61 (27%)    19 (8%) 26 (12%)
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           Definitely         Maybe        Not at all      No response

Self-interpretive   
   historical/cultural trails     117 (52%)        60 (27%)    21 (9%) 26 (12%)
Talking with friends         117 (52%)        69 (31%)    11 (5%) 27 (12%)
Biking trails          106 (47%)        67 (30%)    24 (11%) 27 (12%)
Environmental education     88 (39%)        78 (35%)    25 (11%) 33 (15%)
Dog Walking                    84 (38%)        60 (31%)    51 (23%) 29 (9%)
Fishing                                 83 (37%)        85 (38%)    31 (14%) 25 (11%)
Star gazing                            83 (37%)        64 (29%)    39 (17%) 38 (17%)
Playing catch/Frisbee          80 (36%)        80 (36%)    31 (14%) 33 (15%)
Jogging/Running                  75 (33%)        66 (29%)    48 (21%) 35 (16%)
Renting a boat                     63 (28%)        104 (46%)    27 (12%) 30 (13%)
Soccer/Softball                    57 (25%)        62 (28%)    67 (30%) 38 (17%)
Launching own boat         46 (21%)        49 (22%)    86 (38%) 43 (20%)
Kite flying                             44 (20%)        82 (37%)    51 (23%) 47 (21%)

Open ended responses - The comments below are listed exactly as they were   
	 	 	 		submitted	on	the	survey.

• Free concerts, Jazz or music festivals
• A sandy beach and swimming??  A small concession stand.  Restrooms, definitely!!!
• Art Programs, Sculpture Garden, Children’s Garden, outdoor concerts, outdoor 
   movies
• open fields space where one can bring chairs/and or blankets for outdoor concerts, 
   fireworks and all types of fairs (ethnic, business, health, food, art, etc.)
• Disc Golf
• Picnic shelter rentals
• dog park  camp ground
• We would like to see trails connecting the park with neighboring housing tracts/
   subdivisions. We enjoy parks with lots of walking/hiking trails and shade trees. 
   Also, you can’t have too many swings in a playground area - they are always the 
   most popular.
• playgrounds, educational offerings(community events)
• Have some Rlocking Chairs sitting out on a Deck, looking out on the Lake.  This 
   would be situated at a Public Recreation Club 
• Rollerblading
• swimming
• Duck Feeding
• rollerblade area, playground, rc plane flying with floats, rc car track, shelter with 
   grills for cook outs
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• Horseback riding trails
• rental facility
• KAYAKING
• horseback riding trails
• A playground equipped for “special needs” children.  As well as, horse trails.
• Horse back Riding
• I would love to see several different mountain bike trails.  Eastern Wake County 
   really needs more parks like this.
• Tennis
• Nice, big, safe playground  - Something unique: climbing wall, boulders (like the 
   ones currently off limits on Hodge Rd) etc.
• horse trails
• Would love to see it kept as natural as possible.  It is also located on a dangerous 
   curve, how will that be remedied w/o ruining its beauty?
• Horseback riding trails (trailer parking area)
• Camping/ Scout-related activities
• Horse trails
• Playground, Shops, Tennis Courts
• Sand Volleyball
• Horseback Riding Trails and Horse Trailer Parking
• Horse trails with parking for horse trailers.
• Horse Back Riding Trails and/or Carriage Trails
• Mountain Bike Trails and a place to boulder/rock climb.  Even if it is a fake rock like 
   the one at NCSU or at the park in Cary off Cary Parkway near Sams Club.
• sand volleyball and open field for pick-up flag football  Also lots of playground stuff 
   for the kids
• My children and I enjoy camping.  We camp often in groups through scouts and 
   would love a group camping area with tent sites, fire rings, shelters.  Cabins and 
   lodges similar to those at Umstead would be wonderful.  I want to be able to ride 
   my bike from Wendell to Lake Myra park via a bike trail.
• Sand Volleyball courts
• a playground for kids
• Sand Volleyball Court  Baseball Fields
• Mountain Bike Trails.
• Petting of Animals of some sort or carousel for children to enjoy
• Horseback riding trails
• Small animal zoo ? Playground for little kids ?
• Rollerblading, horseback riding
• swimming, connection to larger greenway system
• HORSEBACK RIDING
• Disk Golf Course!!
• playground for kids (also swings that are handicap accessible)
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• Horseback riding
• Horse trails
• Mountain biking
• large childrens playground
• Playground and Nature Trail markers (as a self tour) for children.  Maybe even 
   some sort of interactive program where kids can identify certain wildlife, check 
   it off of a list and turn it in for a sticker or something.  Any child and family friendly 
   emphasis is very appreciated - especially child friendly restrooms!
• I work with special needs children and adults.  Please provide walk ways and 
   playground equipment that will allow them to fully enjoy the park, but would 
   not have a big enviromental impact on the landscape. (walkways, swings, ramps, 
   bathrooms)
• Horseback riding on trails
• Horseback Riding  Community Center
• Horseback riding
• Dance (historic)
• Horseback riding
• Horseback riding
• MAKE BOATING AND WATER ACCESS A PRIORITY
• single track for mountain bikes
• Equine Trails
• Yes, Trails for horseback riding!
• horseback riding  play area for kids (to include kids with special needs)
• Playground
• It would be great to have Single Track mountain bike trails there.
• Adaptive swings for special needs children and any other playground equipment 
   for special needs children-bathrooms, slide, teeter tots,etc
   moutain bike singletrack trails
• Restore Dance Pavillion.  Sandy beach.  Pier w/benches & railings.  Bridge w/
   railings.  Dog park.
• None that I can think of.
• Technical Mountain Biking Trails
• Cultural arts, music events, festivals
• Swing sets with some Adaptive Swings for children in Wheelchairs
• Horseback riding trails, play/ swing set area- with special education swings- that 
   can hold students who are wheelchair bound. Swings that have a back and a seat 
   belt or 3 to 5 point harness. Here are some website for examples.  http://www.
   adaptivechild.com/index.asp?PageAction=VIEWPROD&ProdID=888  http://www.
   flaghouse.com/itemdy00.asp?T1=6871    If you have any other questions- please 
   feel free to contact me lrackley@wcpss.net
• Trails for horseback riding    Facilities for handicapped    I have a question however; 
   since the lake is privately owned, how do you propose offering accessing for 
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   boating, etc.?
• horse trails
• handicapped services
• Playground with accomodations for “special needs” children and trails for riding 
   horses.
• play ground
• Equestrian trails.
• Horse back riding

Question 4: What facilities would you and your family utilize 
at Lake Myra County Park?

         Definitely        Maybe       Not at all      No response

Restrooms         192 (86%)       17 (8%)   0 (0%)            15 (7%) 
Trails          189 (84%)       19 (8%)   1 (1%)           15 (7%)
Picnic shelters         140 (63%)       65 (29%)   3 (1%)            16 (7%)
Playground         121 (54%)       34 (15%)   45 (20%)       24 (11%)
Open play field         103 (46%)       69 (31%)   21 (9%)         31 (14%)
Park education center        90 (40%)       79 (35%)   18 (8%)         37 (17%)
Family camping        71 (32%)       70 (31%)   46 (21%)       37 (17%)
Group camping         53 (24%)          68 (30%)   58 (26%)       45 (20%)
Volleyball                 49 (22%)           70 (31%)   70 (31%)       35 (16%)
Horshoe pit                 48 (21%)       99 (44%)   50 (22%)       27 (12%)
Outdoor classroom        39 (17%)       103 (46%)   39 (17%)       43 (19%) 

Open ended responses - The comments below are listed exactly as they were   
	 	 	 		submitted	on	the	survey.

• Private picnic facilities
• Softball fields, vending areas, concession stand
• Disc Golf
• MTB trails would be nice, if installed it would be nice to have only one-way trails  
   (like Beaverdam),  this really cuts down on erosion and people/ bike collisions    
   Would also like to see greenways that connect the Park to towns and the MST    
   Native Plant garden
• observation decks for wildlife observation.
• Camping would definitely be a plus!
• Plenty of bathrooms are important too - especially in an area as spread out as the 
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   park will be.
• Need a few coin operated Drink and Snack machines as well as around the Public 
   Center ()looking over the Lake) a variety of Flowers and Ornamental 
   shrubbery,adding beuaty of the facility.
• Grilling areas with large pinic shelters to be reserved for Family Reunions, Class 
   Reunions, Church Activities, Cubscouting and Boy Scouting , etc.  A local 
   Planetarium would be a great benefit; kids like to make connections with what 
   they see in our big ole’ sky.
• concession machines - bottled water, juice, ice cream
• fire pitts at camp sites,
• Camping facilities to be able to camp with horses.  Paddocks with campsite 
   facilities for horse trailers.
• fishing pier
• No.  Please leave it in as natural a state as possible.
• a restored dam/mill/store
• Horse trails
• Shops, Tennis Courts
• Horseback riding trails and horse trailer parking
• Horse Back Riding parking area for horse trailers
• Ultimate Frisbee course  Bocce ball court  Croquet court
• sounds great!
• Baseball Fields.  Lots of scout groups will use the park for group camping, hikes, 
   education, service projects, etc.
• Mountain Bike trails
• Horseback riding trails
• Refreshment stand, adequate parking, boat rental, venue for small outdoor 
   concerts
• Space to park horse trailers and possible overnight camping for equine and 
   human. Adequate signage to educate all people who would use the trails on trail 
   etiqette for joggers, cyclists, and horses, etc.
• Disk Golf Course!
• Horseback riding trails
• A ropes course would be cool.
• A boat house with paddle boats and rocking chairs overlooking the lake.
• Horse trails
• Horse trails if offered.
• Horseback riding
• Horse Trails
• Playground Equipment for physically handicapped students and family members.
• Paddle boat rentals, canoe rentals, shower facilities for camping with electrical 
   hook ups, wood for sale, etc
• Swimming facilities would be great - indoor & outdoor.    This area could really use 
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   an indoor swimming pool that is affordable to Wake residents.  I would be willing 
   to pay a family fee or by the day for it.    Also, a discount for Wake Employees 
   would be great!
• adaptive swings for special needs children
• Mountain Bike Wash Stations
• Assistive swings for wheel chair users
• Cultural arts center, amphitheater
• Adaptive swing sets for students with disabilities
• adaptive swings for children in wheelchairs  Playgrounds for children 2 - 5 and 5-12
• Interactive swings on the playground.
• Swing sets with adaptive swings for children in wheelchairs
• Special needs adaptive swings.  Horseback trails  Dog Trails
• Horse Trails would be great for those of us who enjoy horsebackriding.
• Horse riding trails
• Horse trails

Question 5: Would you and your family rent any of the 
following equipment or facilities?  

          Definitely        Maybe         Not at all      No response

Picnic shelter         97 (43%)       85 (38%)   23 (10%) 19 (8%) 
Canoe          88 (39%)       71 (32%)   37 (17%) 28 (13%)
Paddleboat         85 (38%)       76 (34%)   31 (14%) 32 (14%)
Kayak          79 (35%)       63 (28%)   51 (23%) 31 (14%)
Rowboat         67 (30%)       84 (38%)   40 (18%) 33 (15%)
Bike          44 (20%)       63 (28%)   78 (35%) 39 (17%)
Fishing gear         28 (13%)       62 (28%)   92 (41%) 42 (19%)
Binoculars         16 (7%)             50 (22%)   109 (49%) 49 (22%)

Open ended responses - The comments below are listed exactly as they were   
	 	 	 		submitted	on	the	survey.

• Boccee sets, badminton
• A tram that would take you around the entire park and would stop at designated 
   places to let passengers on and off, and thus providing transportation for viewing 
   and enjoying the entire park area.
• bird feeding or animal feed
• lodge for banquets, weddings, etc.
• I would be willing to rent picnic shelter areas for group events.
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• If there is a Education Building, it would be great to rent a room for an hour or so 
   for birthday parties for kids.
• Horse friendly areas
• see previous comment section
• Indoor facility that could be rented for birthday parties would be great.  Indoor 
   facility could be utilized year round.

Question 6: What types of programs would you or your family 
like to participate in at Lake Myra County Park?  

    Definitely     Maybe       Not at all    No response

Environmental education 92 (41%)      80 (36%)   21 (9%)         31 (14%) 
Fitness           92 (41%)      75 (33%)   27 (12%)       30 (13%)
Historical/Cultural education 84 (38%)      88 (39%)   19 (8%)         33 (14%)
Arts and crafts          72 (32%)      83 (37%)   37 (17%)       32 (14%)
Summer day camps         65 (29%)      56 (25%)   71 (32%)       32 (14%)
Weekly classes/courses       62 (28%)      88 (39%)   44 (20%)       30 (13%)
Songs/Stories/Dramatic play  56 (25%)      77 (34%)   54 (24%)       37 (17%)

Open ended responses - The comments below are listed exactly as they were   
	 	 	 		submitted	on	the	survey.

• art shows, music concerts, outdoor movies
• I’d like to see more SUNDAY afternoon programs offered at all Wake County Parks. 
   All the good stuff happens on Saturday, and we can’t attend.
• Public Art exhibits
• baseball, soccer for 4-10 yr olds
• i would like to see summer job opportunity for youth to teach classes etc.....
• Paddling (Canoe, Kayak) Classes  Outdoor/Camping Instruction
• Racquet ball courts.
• I am a scout leader and would love the chance to do a day camp there.
• The environmental education program like those at Blue Jay Point would be great.    
• Art in the park like the outside art at the Art Museum  Outside concert facilities or   
   facilities for outside movies would be great
• scout programs (outdoor education, orienteering, etc.)
• Any environmental education programs.
• Ropes course
• It would be great to be connected with the library and have programs and 
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   storytelling for kids on at least a monthly basis.
• A ropes course such as that offered at Bond park would be great.
• Group horse rides
• Community Center  Dance such as Contra Dancing
• Horse trail rides
• SENIOR PROGRAMS WOULD BE NICE ALSO  SPECAIL NEEDS CHILDREN AND ADULT 
   ACTIVITIES
• fine arts

Question 7: How often do you or your family visit a park?

     Responses 

2 or more times per month  87 (39%)
2 or more times per week  66 (29%)
A few times per year   47 (21%)
No response    9 (4%)
Everyday    8 (4%)
Rarely     4 (2%)
Never     3 (1%)

Question 8: Which parks do you and your family frequent 
now? (name all)

      Responses 

William B. Umstead State Park   68 (30%)
Wendell Community Park   39 (17%)
Lake Crabtree County Park*   35 (16%)
Pullen Park, Raleigh    34 (15%)
Shelley Lake Park, Raleigh   29 (13%)
Durant Nature Park    24 (11%)
Harris Lake County Park*   24 (11%)
Blue Jay Point County Park*   22 (10%)
Falls Lake State Recreation Area  20 (9%)
Lake Johnson Park, Raleigh   18 (8%)
Whitley Park, Apex    14 (6%)
Lake Wheeler Park, Raleigh   14 (6%)
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      Responses 

Lake Benson Park, Garner   13 (6%)
Eugene F. Harper Memorial Park, Knightdale 13 (6%)
Knightdale Environmental Park   12 (5%)
Beaver Dam - Falls Lake, Wake Forest  12 (5%)
Jordan Lake State Recreational Area  11 (5%)
Fred G. Bond Metro Park, Cary   9 (4%)
Millbrook Exchange Dog Park, Raleigh  9 (4%)
Lake Lynn Park, Raleigh   8 (4%)
Anderson Point Park, Raleigh   8 (4%)
Little River Park, Durham   7 (3%)
Historic Oak View County Park*  7 (3%)
The American Tobacco Trail*   7 (3%)
Uwharrie National Forest   7 (3%)
Fred Fletcher Park, Raleigh   6 (3%)
Historic Yates Mill County Park*  6 (3%)
Raven Rock State Park    5 (2%)
Crowder District Park*    5 (2%)
Apex Parks     4 (2%)
Bass Lake Park, Holly Springs   4 (2%)
Clayton Parks      4 (2%)
Pilot Mountain State Park   4 (2%)
Chavis Park, Raleigh    3 (1%)
Fallon Park, Raleigh    3 (1%)
Tanglewood Park, Clemmons   3 (1%)
Centennial Park, Garner   3 (1%)
Jaycee Park, Raleigh    3 (1%)
Kids Together Park, Cary   3 (1%)
Great Smokey Mountain National Park  3 (1%)

*Wake County Parks

Question 9:  Have you and your family ever visited Lake Myra 
in the past?

   Responses 

No   114 (51%)
Yes   102 (46%)
No response  9 (4%)
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Question 10: If you have visited Lake Myra in the past, did 
you: (select all applicable)

   Responses 

N/A   71 (32%)
No response  59 (26%)
Other   54 (24%)
Boat   37 (17%)
Hike   30 (13%)
Picnic   18 (8%)
Bike   8 (4%)
Swim   8 (4%)

Open ended responses - The comments below are listed exactly as they were   
	 	 	 		submitted	on	the	survey.

• fished
• Just for the view!
• Fished
• View Scenery
• Walked along the water’s edge; viewed wildlife
• Just observed from the car, the prisitine site off of Poole Road
• sitting and watching the water and birds
• fishing
• Looked at lake, walked around a little bit
• FISH
• Fish
• fish
• fish
• Fish
• Brought my kayaks and paddled and fished.
• fish
• We have not visited the area because we believed most of the area was     
   privately owned.  The area near Poole road seems treachorous being so near 
   the road, on that blind curve, and with all those collapsed structures at the 
   shoreline.
• Just walked around and viewed the area.
• fish and just paddle around enjoying the wildlife
• Watch people fishing, looked at lake
• Enjoyed the vista.
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• Hunt; fish; bird watch; I did my MS research there on wood dock populations
• Ride horses
• horse riding
• fish
• fish
• I don’t know where Lake Myra is other than in Wendell
• Hunting
• Fish
• we have ridden by horseback up until they started to clear the land for  
   subdivision.  We had enjoyed the rocks, streams, and wooded trails by 
   horseback, those are now fond memories.  We would trail ride all the way to 
   business 64 from Lake Myra Road, those trails had been enjoyed by horseback 
   for many years.  I understand if horseback is not going to be part of this area, 
   It would be great if it would be definitely concidered in any other surrounding 
   area, there are alot of horses in the area.
• I fished the lake often and my Mother and father swim there as children.
• Horseback ride
• Ride Horses around the lake
• Horseback Ride  Walk Dogs
• Fish
• Horseback riding
• Rode our horses on self-cultivated trails
• JUSTENJOYED THE VEIW (CURRENTLY NO WATER ACCESS)
• Fish
• NA
• Fished
• Nature watch
• Horseback riding, camping & fishing
• horseback riding, fish
• fish, bird & people watch
• FISH
• Walked around
• fishing
• Fishing, 4-wheelers
• fish
• Churches had baptisms there.    Public swimming was available when I was 
   young.
• walking
• fish
• Fishing
• fish
• Nature walk, historic walk, geo cash
• Horse back ride
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Question 11: Do you have any photos or memories to share 
with us about Lake Myra?

   Responses 

No   194 (87%)
No response  17 (8%)
Yes   13 (6%)

Question 12: Please describe your household: (please enter 
the number of people in each age group in your household)

   Responses 

Adult   472 (66%)
Preschool  106 (15%)
Teen   61 (9%)
Youth   53 (7%)
Senior   19 (3%)

Question 13: What is your zip code?

     Responses 

27591 (Wendell)   79 (35%)
27545 (Knightdale)   19 (8%)
27610 (Southeast Raleigh)  14 (6%)
27603 (South Raleigh)   11 (5%)
27597 (Zebulon)   9 (4%)
No response    9 (4%)
27615 (North Raleigh)   8 (4%)
27587 (Wake Forest)   7 (3%)
27604 (Northeast Raleigh)  6 (3%)
27613 (North Raleigh)   6 (3%)
27511 (Cary)    5 (2%)
27609 (North Raleigh)   5 (2%)
27608 (Central North Raleigh)  4 (2%)
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     Responses

27616 (Northeast Raleigh)  4 (2%)
27606 (Southwest Raleigh)  3 (1%)
27513 (North Cary)   2 (1%)
27517 (South Chapel Hill)  2 (1%)
27522 (Creedmoor)   2 (1%)
27526 (Fuquay-Varina)   2 (1%)
27529 (Garner)    2 (1%)
27539 (North Holly Springs)  2 (1%)
27540 (Holly Springs)   2 (1%)
27217 (Burlington)   1 (0.5%)
27278 (Hillsborough)   1 (0.5%)
27330 (Sanford)   1 (0.5%)
27501 (Angier)    1 (0.5%)
27502 (East Jordan Lake)  1 (0.5%)
27519 (West Cary)   1 (0.5%)
27520 (Clayton)   1 (0.5%)
27521 (West Benson)   1 (0.5%)
27523 (Jordan Lake)   1 (0.5%)
27527 (East Clayton)   1 (0.5%)
27560 (Morrisville)   1 (0.5%)
27562 (West Holly Springs)  1 (0.5%)
27592 (South Garner)   1 (0.5%)
27605 (Central Raleigh)  1 (0.5%)
27607 (Central Raleigh)  1 (0.5%)
27612 (RDU Airport)   1 (0.5%)
27614 (North Raleigh)   1 (0.5%)
27617 (North Raleigh)   1 (0.5%)
27703 (East Durham)   1 (0.5%)
27713 (South Durham)   1 (0.5%)

27856 (West Rocky Mount)  1 (0.5%)

Question 14: Please list any additional comments, questions 
or concerns about Lake Myra or the Lake Myra County Park 
Master	Plan	planning	process.

Open ended responses - The comments below are listed exactly as they were   
	 	 	 		submitted	on	the	survey.
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• My wife and I went to lake Johnson last weekend and had blast.  We canoed, hiked 
   and had a picnic.  I would love to be able to do the same at lake myra (since it is 
   only 2 miles from my house.)
• When will the park be completed???  We can’t wait!!!! :)
• Would like to see a rain garden and/or progressive storm water retention.  
   Sustainable/green building and landscape practices.
• Don’t forget a public pool that is cheaper for local residents without a local pool 
   (Wendell and Zebulon) with family pricing
• A disc golf course would be nice
• Most interested in a dog park/walking area.
• Very excited about the family aspects of the park and the possibilities it will bring!
• I would like to see hiking trails rather than multi-use trails.  (Biking, horses)
• What is currently availabel at the park, and what is the expected time frame for 
   finishing the new projects? Please keep the public updated! Is there a mailing list 
   or something we could join?
• Make it easy to get in and out, lots of parking and keep as much of the natural 
   area as possible
• The is a beautiful site, lots of wildlife.  Please maintain and preserve that.
• Need to provide for adequate parking, restrooms, and have it well attended by 
   security.  A tram that would encircle the entire area or at least a major part of the 
   area, would certainly provide for better access as well as enjoyability of the park.
• My concern is for safety of people and property.  I enjoy nature and resources that 
   are offered and respect them.  I also teach my children to respect them as well.  I 
   worry about vandalism and destruction of our public parks and facilities.  Is there a 
   plan or program to prevent and/or repair damages.  How will this park effect 
   our tax rate and property values for homes nearby?  Will there be security readily 
   available?  How about a Sign-in requirement for accountability purposes?
• I work in Wendell for Wake County Government and  spend most of my time with 
   my family at place that are in Wake county - recreation, shopping, medical.   
   Would love to have a park with lake recreation so close to where I live.  I think this  
   is a wonderful idea.
• i think this is great that the old lake may become a park. i really hope this happins 
   my familly will really enjoy this park
• dog park  food/drink vending area
• I am very excited about the park, however I love the Lake Myra area because it 
   has such an “old country” look. I would love to see this country look preserved, if 
   possible.
• Consider security during evening hours.
• Wake County has been great to the mountain bike community and I’m hoping that 
   relationship will grow with trails at Lake Myra.  I bike at Harris and Crabtree a lot.  I 
   would suspect that most parks don’t see the kind of traffic that Crabtree and 
   Harris do.  I hope that the people in the eastern part of the county get the chance 
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   to have great mountain bike trails nearby.
• We’re very excited about this, thank you!
• I truly believe this would be a great addition to Eastern Wake County.
• Myra would be a great nature park. It has a grat history and if it is to be turned 
   into a park I would like to see little impact to the surrounding shore and it me 
   more a Histoical park or Nature. Also I think Tent camping sites would be great 
   here. primitive or with wat/elec hookups. I would use it frequently with my family
• I work on Swinburne Street in Raleigh and often go out to the Lake Myra area.  
   Again, I am concerned the lake and surrounding area might be over-developed, 
   which would be a shame...
• Thanks, new Wake County parks are always fantastic!
• What about the non-Wendell Falls side of the lake where there are houses?  Isn’t 
   it like those people just got jumbo luxury backyard lake forever for free?
• rethink the planning so that all parts of the design encourage a more ecologically 
   sensitive lifestyle. rethink parking (gravel lots? porous paving? permeable pavers? 
   fewer parking spaces? better connections from various areas by bus, walking, 
   biking or horseback riding?) rethink movement. rethink structures and shelter. 
   what is a truly green design? create a design that is ecologically invisible. Use 
   techniques that educate the public and is affordable for them to follow.
• Need additional places to trail ride horses in Wake County.  This would be a good 
   oportunity to add bridle paths.
• I love the outdoors.  So, anything that is outside will be a plus for this area.
• My interests are kayaking and horseback riding.
• Picnic shelters to rent , walking trails. and group camping would be great for this 
   area. My self as Girl Scout Service Unit Manager over Knightdale, Wendell and 
   Zebulon area can only see this as a great opertunate for the community and Girl 
   Scouts.
• Wake Country has a very high horse population and our areas for riding are quickly 
   decreasing. We would ask that Horseback riding trails be considered for the park 
   to give us another place to come and ride. We would not mind multi-use trails.   
• I would like to know when the next meeting is going to be held... and where.
• We would like to see as many games and sports as possible as well as summer 
   activities, concerts, or festivals
• I hope this is part of a greenway that will connect the communities of eastern 
   wake county
• Would want to see it maintained as well as put in. Do not want to see a great idea 
   like this turn out wrong because we have no plan to maintain it once it is built. I 
   think what you are purposing is wonderful and I hope it is saw through.
• sounds great.
• My scout troop is excited to have a place to camp, hike, do activities without a 30 
   minute drive. My family is excited to have a place to walk the dog, canoe, play, 
   host parties, etc. so close to home.
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• keep open space open!
• I believe Wake County can’t have enough parks.   Uncontrolled development has 
   got to stop before there isn’t any land left for parks and open space.
• My wife and I are avid mount bikers and white water kayakers.  We would really 
   enjoy a new mountain bike trail this close to our house.  It is an exciting way for us 
   to maintain our healthy lifestyle.  Many thanks!!!
• Please consider including equestrian trails.  There are so few places for horse trail 
   riding in Wake County.  It is an under-served recreational activity.
• Will the county have the money to keep it clean and policed ?
• Can’t wait to see something happen here particularly because of the Lake’s 
   history.  Thanks for protecting the Mark’s Creek watershed.
• This would be a great plan and me and my family would visit the park and maybe 
   my grand kids, (if I ever get any!
• Would love to see a LONG trail (2-3 miles)that can be used by joggers, walkers, and 
   those with dogs. A disk golf course would be a wonderful addition to the park and 
   is low maintenance and environmentally friendly!
• Even though I had not heard of Lake Myra until a friend of mine told me about the 
   park project, I felt a connection to it because my Grandmother’s name was Myra,  
   and Myra is my elder daughter’s middle name. I am happy to know that there is a 
   Lake Myra in the county and shall visit it this Summer I hope. As for park 
   plans, I love a park to look as natural as possible even when it has facilities 
   for entertainment and recreation; so, where they are necessary, I would like to 
   see buildings and facilities whose appearance is visually in keeping with natural 
   surroundings. I would prefer an emphasis on nature-based programs rather than 
   concert-type entertainment because I think our children need more exposure to 
   the natural world, and less emphasis or reliance on media based pastimes.
• Let’s make this a real showplace for Wake County.
• Lake Myra County Park needs to stay as “natural” as possible; Environmental 
   education should be its major emphasis! Let’s build on it’s uniqueness.
• We would like to see horse trails included in your park plans so we can continue to 
   ride our hourse on the trails.
• Include horse trails in master plan.
• KEEP THE BALL FIELDS OUT! I WOULD LIKE TO SEE THIS AS MORE OF NATURE TYPE 
   PARK, GROUP AND FAMILY CAMPING, FISHING ETC... KEEP THOSE HORSES OUT 
   ALSO
• I would love to have trails like Umstead on this side of the county. I like to jog 
   on them (the dirt/gravel trails and the hiking trails), but room for mountain bikers 
   would be nice too.
• Please note that while I live in Wake Forest, I work in Knightdale and do drive out 
   this way with my family for special events/things to do.  I think it’s great that the 
   Wendell/Knightdale area is gaining a wonderful park!  Kudos on allowing the 
   public to have input!!!
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• Love the plantings at Crowder district park. the kids love to watch the aquatic life 
   in the pond.
• My concern is the traffic and security that this will cause.  Basically, people speed 
   around the curve at Lake Myra and accidents happen at least once a month.  
   Will there be preparation for the great deal of traffic that will occur?  Also, for the 
   prospective runners, bike riders and walkers will there be some sort of security to 
   keep people safe?
• It would be nice to have a safe access to cross Poole Rd to enter the park by foot 
   or bike.  The narrow curve in the road is so dangerous even by car!  I am excited 
   that this will be available for our family.  Safety for my kids and others is my main 
   priority.
• PLEASE try to save as many trees as you can and give the lake as much a buffer as 
   possible to protect the lake.
• I arrive at Lake Myra by horse. Please include bridle trails in the plan for this park 
   so we can continue to enjoy the area with our horses.
• Would like to see trails for exclusive equine use, unlike Umstead where hikers, 
   bikes, horses all share. Also when linking park to other easements want to see 
   exclusive horse trails.
• Would love to keep or have horse trails    Playground equipment for special needs 
   kids
• Tree preservation  Historic preservation  Emphasis on conservation and 
   preservation/environmental issues  Permeable walkways  Horses
• Water Quality Concern due to all the construction! School should include LID 
   design and LEED, Park structures should too. School should include a Community 
   Center, too. Native grasses in fields.
• Lake Myra area has a lot of horseback riders. Please consider having a lot fo trails 
   for us to enjoy, as much as the bikers and bike riders.
• Will the plan change if you aquire more parcels?
• I am part of the Wendell hourse community and I really like the trails to ride on. 
   Horses should be allowed on the trails justa as well as hikers. I also ride by horse to 
   get to the park, not only drive a car.
• WE’RE EXCITED ABOUT THE PROJECT,  PLEASE KEEP US POSTED ON COMUNITY 
   MEETINGS
• Don’t have any at this time but appeciate your presentation on this matter.
• Single track mountain biking would be a welcome addition to the recreational 
   opportunities at Lake Myra. Please contact Triangle Off Road Cyclist for more info. 
   torc-nc.org
• adaptive swings for special need students would be nice.
• Need to have playground equipment for special needs children.  There is nothing 
   around this area for them.
• Please be aware when building the playground and facilities that special needs 
   children/adults may be using these and should be allowed for.
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• I would like to see at least the sewer right away trail be multi-use for hikers, bikers 
   and horses with the possibility of additional trails being put on surrounding 
   Triangle Land Conservatory property. 
• I would love to have a place to ride bikes with my kids, a place where the road is 
   not shared by motorized vehicles.
• Please conserve the trees and current natural habitat as much as possible. It 
   would be heart breaking to see such a beautiful lake surrounded by such beautiful 
   surroundings destroyed by the hands on man. I would prefer hiking, biking, and 
   horseback trails to any softball/soccer fields, basketball courts, etc.
• I would like to see adaptive equipment for handicap or disabled kids and adults
• We are definitely interested in bicycle riding on paved trails.  We know nothing 
   about the Lake Myra County Park, but I drive past Lake Myra every day going to 
   work.
• Having lived in Wendell most of my life, I have a great interest in planned growth 
   in the area.  It looks like you’re on the right track.  The park will be a real asset to 
   Wake County and attract people from adjoining counties if done properly.  I 
   urge you to protect the natural habitat wherever possible.  Best wishes in your 
   endeavors.
• I am new to Eastern Wake County, and will support this project
• the thing that would make us visit is mountain biking.  we spend time at some 
   parks just because of good biking.
• Thanks for the opportunity to give our input.  We love parks!
• Please seriously consider mountain biking trails.
• Trails for walking, biking and horse-riding are a must to fit the needs of our 
   community. Playground equipment is also a must, and offering adaptive swings for 
   handicapped children would be greatly appreciated. I think taking the needs of the 
   community into consideration and building a park to meet those needs would 
   result in a park that many people would use and appreciate.
• I would love to see Wake County Parks, Recreation and Open Space plan for a 
   Culural Arts Center in the northeastern part of the county: either Lake Myra or 
   Little River area. This type of venue could mimic and build upon the Holly Springs 
   Cultural Center and the Koka Booth Ampitheater in Cary, thus bringing the best 
   music, dance, theater and visual arts to that area of the county.
• Equipment needs to be added for persons with disabilities, this includes adaptive 
   swings and other adaptive playground equipment.
• Playgrounds with adaptive equipment for children with physical disabilities are 
   NOWHERE in our area - please consider adding such facilities to our local park
• Please include swing sets with adaptive swings for children in wheelchairs
• I teach special needs students at East Wake High. We have 3 kids in wheelchairs 
   and in order to get them to be able to participate in activities at the park (such as 
   swinging), we have to travel all the way to a park in Cary. Which is really 
   inconvient.
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• I am so excited that Lake Myra is going to be a park that everyone will enjoy 
   instead of being made into homesites!  Lake Myra is a historical treasure that 
   Wake County citizens will enjoy for generations to come.  Thank you.
• Knowing all the local people gives me concerns for their privacy and safety 
   although I am excited that my children, grandchildren, etc. will have access to 
   what I enjoyed as a young person growing up.
• We really need a nice park to cater all ages.  A nice play area for children would be 
   awesome!! Along with a concession stand like Pullen Park has.
• I enjoyed the meeting last night.
• The agricultural fields to the east of the lake have an abundance of cultural 
   resources (i.e., Native American pieces such as arrowheads/spearpoints)
• Please include multi-use trails to include horses in the plan for this park and the 
   other tracts of land.
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APPENDIX D:    Scheme Preference Survey
Lake Myra County Park
• Eleven (11) respondents indicated that they preferred one scheme over 

another 
o Nine (9) respondents liked Scheme Two best
o Two (2) respondents liked Scheme Three best
o No one indicated they favored Scheme One

• Four (4) respondents marked no preference to the three schemes.
• Seven (7) individuals showed an interest in a combination of schemes
• Two (2) respondents didn’t answer the first question.

Favorite Aspects of Scheme One
• The layout for the western property (3) 
•  The pedestrian bridge between the parking lot & the Environmental 

Education Center (1)
• The location of the fishing and boating (1)
• The least disturbance to the land (1)
• The location of parking (1)
• The spread of all the facilities (1)

Favorite Aspects of Scheme Two
• The location of the Environmental Education Center (14)
• The location of parking (11)
• The layout on the western property (7) 
• The location of the main bridge (1)
• The layout of the eastern property (1)
• The presence of the amphitheater (1)
• The location of boating & fishing (1)

Favorite Aspects of Scheme Three
• The location of boating (4)
• The location of the Environmental Education Center (3)
• The location of parking (3)
• The location of fishing (3)
• The fact that it is the least developed/stays more natural (2)
• The fact it is developed further away from the lake (2)
• The parking lot design on the west side (1)
• The accessibility of the facilities (1)
• The open play field by the school with the shelter location (1)
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Additional Comments

• Protect views (1), trees (1), and land (5).
• Separate fishing from boating (4)
• Don’t put a shelter by the playing field (3)
• Move parking and buildings closer to Poole Road (1)
• Remember there are 4 different activities (Environmental Education, 

Fishing, Boating, & School) and keep them separate but related (1)
• Leave the west side undeveloped (1)
• Hide parking (1)
• Add an overnight lodge on the west side (1)
• Make the parking lots smaller (1)
• Add rocking chairs on the deck of the Environmental Education Center (1)
• Keep a natural pathway from the Environmental Education Center to the 

Pier (1)
• Add multiple fishing areas (1)
• Provide equestrian trail connections (1)
• Provide mountain biking connections (1)
• Keep the meadows as meadows not turf (1)
• Develop less on the eastern property (1)
• Provide parking near fishing & boating (1)
• Monitor park for safety (1)
• Provide teen activities such as a skate park (1)
• Maintain west side as it is (1)
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Item Quantity Unit Unit Price Total Price
A Earthwork  

 
Clearing and Grubbing 11 AC $7,500.00 $82,500.00
Earthwork:Cut/fill 15,500 CY $12.00 $186,000.00
Fine Grading/Seeding/No-Mow 54,400 SY $1.25 $68,000.00
Rock/Unsuitable soils 1 LS $150,000.00 $150,000.00

$486,500.00
B On Site Water

Water Distribution (includes fire loop and hydrants for east side)  4,100 LF $50.00 $205,000.00
$205,000.00

C  Storm Drainage
Storm Drainage 2048 LF $50.00 $102,400.00
Stormwater Management 1 LS $120,000.00 $120,000.00

$222,400.00
D Erosion Control

Erosion Control 1 LS $100,000.00 $100,000.00
$100,000.00

E Paving for Roads and Parking
Asphalt Roadways and parking lots 18,100 SY $35.00 $633,500.00
Turn Lane at Poole Road 1 LS $100,000.00 $100,000.00
Gravel parking areas at maintenance facility 2,000 SY $10.00 $20,000.00
Painted crosswalks 4 EA $1,200.00 $4,800.00
Wheel stops 207 EA $50.00 $10,350.00

$768,650.00
F Paving, Trails and Bridges

4" Concrete walks 2,500 SY $45.00 $112,500.00
Concrete Ramps 122 SY $115.00 $14,030.00
Concrete Steps 25 STEP $225.00 $5,625.00
10' Asphalt trail, including gravel shoulder 27,500 SY $25.00 $687,500.00
Boardwalk, overlooks and platforms 110 LF $800.00 $88,000.00
Timber Steps 235 STEP $150.00 $35,250.00
Handrails 335 LF $45.00 $15,075.00
Dumpster Pad 1 EA $10,000.00 $10,000.00
5' compacted screenings trail  950 SY $12.00 $11,400.00
75' long Pedestrian Bridge  (incl abutments, wingwalls, handrails, design) 75 LF $1,000.00 $75,000.00
8' wide pedestrian boardwalk (over lake) 254 LF $800.00 $203,200.00

8' wide Pedestrian Bridge (incl abutments, wingwalls, handrails, design)
90

LF $800.00 $72,000.00
$1,329,580.00

G Recreation Facilities
Playground 

Concrete edging 255 LF $25.00 $6,375.00
Playground Equipment 1 EA $80,000.00 $80,000.00
Installation, freight , tax (all play equipment) 1 LS $12,000.00 $12,000.00
ADA manufactured wood fiber with geotextile fabric 165 CY $40.00 $6,600.00
#57 Washed Stone 85 CY $35.00 $2,975.00

$107,950.00

Lake Myra County Park - Cost Estimate
Preliminary Cost Estimate - Eastern Parcel

January 12, 2009
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Item Quantity Unit Unit Price Total Price

Lake Myra County Park - Cost Estimate
Preliminary Cost Estimate - Eastern Parcel

January 12, 2009

H Recreation Buildings
Environmental Education Center - 9590 SF

Site Work 1 LS $200,000.00 $200,000.00
Concrete 1 LS $164,250.00 $164,250.00
Masonry  1 LS $278,000.00 $278,000.00
Metals 1 LS $152,600.00 $152,600.00
Wood and Plastics 1 LS $607,300.00 $607,300.00
Moisture and Thermal Protection 1 LS $277,500.00 $277,500.00
Doors and Windows 1 LS $69,000.00 $69,000.00
Finishes 1 LS $183,000.00 $183,000.00
Specialties 1 LS $19,900.00 $19,900.00
Equipment 1 LS $9,000.00 $9,000.00
Furnishings 1 LS $19,000.00 $19,000.00
Plumbing  1 LS $117,000.00 $117,000.00
Fire Protection 1 LS $46,500.00 $46,500.00
HVAC 1 LS $97,000.00 $97,000.00
Electrical Systems 1 LS $160,000.00 $160,000.00
Rainwater Collection System 1 LS $50,000.00 $50,000.00
Photovoltaic Array 1 LS $25,000.00 $25,000.00
Domestic Water Solar Reheat 1 LS $30,000.00 $30,000.00
Geothermal HVAC 1 LS $30,000.00 $30,000.00

$2,535,050.00

I Boat Rental facility 200 SF $190.00 $38,000.00
$38,000.00

J Large Shelter (150 ppl) (Includes slab, material, and labor) (1 total) 2,300 SF $50.00 $115,000.00
Medium Shelter (50 ppl) (Includes slab, material, and labor) (2 total) 1,500 SF $50.00 $75,000.00

$190,000.00

K Restroom Building 1 EA $200,000.00 $200,000.00
$200,000.00

L Maintenance Building 2,140 SF $190.00 $406,600.00
$406,600.00

M Electrical-Site
Greenway/pier/dock lighting 1 LS $25,000.00 $25,000.00
Parking lot and road lighting 1 LS $25,000.00 $25,000.00

$50,000.00
N Site Furnishings  

Bench  15 EA $800.00 $12,000.00
4' Table at playground 3 EA $1,700.00 $5,100.00
4' Table - ADA at playground 1 EA $1,500.00 $1,500.00
8' Picnic Table  30 EA $1,500.00 $45,000.00
8' Picnic Table - ADA 12 EA $1,500.00 $18,000.00
Bollards  12 EA $500.00 $6,000.00
Trash Receptacle 23 EA $700.00 $16,100.00
Recycling Receptacle 23 EA $700.00 $16,100.00
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Item Quantity Unit Unit Price Total Price

Lake Myra County Park - Cost Estimate
Preliminary Cost Estimate - Eastern Parcel

January 12, 2009

8' Chain-Link Fencing at Maintenance Building 650 LF $25.00 $16,250.00
Gate at Maintenance Building 2 EA $3,000.00 $6,000.00
Grill 8 EA $1,200.00 $9,600.00
Large Grill 3 EA $3,000.00 $9,000.00
Park Entrance Gates 2 EA $2,500.00 $5,000.00
Signage - interpretive 1 LS $4,000.00 $4,000.00
Signage - regulatory and directional 1 LS $4,500.00 $4,500.00
Pet Waste Station 3 EA $600.00 $1,800.00
Dumpster  1 EA $10,000.00 $10,000.00
Water Fountain - freestanding 3 EA $5,250.00 $15,750.00
Bike Rack 4 EA $750.00 $3,000.00

$210,700.00
O Planting

Canopy Trees 140 EA $350.00 $49,000.00
Understory Trees 125 EA $300.00 $37,500.00
Large Shrubs 100 EA $125.00 $12,500.00
Medium Shrubs 350 EA $75.00 $26,250.00
Small Shrubs 450 EA $35.00 $15,750.00
Groundcover/Perennials 1,500 EA $15.00 $22,500.00
Mulch 800 CY $40.00 $32,000.00

$195,500.00

Eastern Parcel Phase Construction Estimate Subtotal: $7,045,930.00

General Requirements (8% of Cost of Work) 8.00% $563,674.40 $7,609,604.40
General Contractor Overhead and Fee (6% on total Contract Value) 6.00% $456,576.26 $8,066,180.66
Performance Bond and Insurance (2% on total Contract Value) 2.00% $161,323.61 $8,227,504.28
5% Contingency 5.00% $411,375.21 $8,638,879.49

Eastern Parcel Phase Construction Estimate Total: $8,638,879
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Item Quantity Unit Unit Price Total Price
A Earthwork  

 
Clearing and Grubbing 3 AC $7,500.00 $22,500.00
Earthwork:Cut/fill 4,500 CY $12.00 $54,000.00
Fine Grading/Seeding/No-Mow 13,600 SY $1.25 $17,000.00
Rock/Unsuitable soils 1 LS $7,000.00 $7,000.00

$100,500.00
B On Site Water

Water Distribution (includes well) 1 LS $10,000.00 $10,000.00
$10,000.00

C On Site  Sewer
Sanitary Sewer (includes septic) 1 LS $10,000.00 $10,000.00

$10,000.00
D  Storm Drainage

Storm Drainage 512 LF $50.00 $25,600.00
Stormwater Management 1 LS $30,000.00 $30,000.00

$55,600.00
E Erosion Control

Erosion Control 1 LS $5,000.00 $5,000.00
$5,000.00

F Paving for Roads and Parking
Asphalt Roadways and parking lots 4,400 SY $35.00 $154,000.00
Crosswalks 2 EA $1,200.00 $2,400.00
Wheel stops 70 EA $50.00 $3,500.00

$159,900.00
G Paving and Bridges

4" Concrete walks 150 SY $45.00 $6,750.00
10' Asphalt trail, including gravel shoulder 15,000 SY $25.00 $375,000.00
Amphitheater seat wall/retaining wall, steps, fill, handrail, installation 1 LS $78,000.00 $78,000.00
Boardwalk, overlooks and platforms 70 LF $800.00 $56,000.00
Dumpster Pad 1 EA $10,000.00 $10,000.00
5' compacted screenings trail  1,000 SY $12.00 $12,000.00

8' wide Pedestrian Bridge (incl. abutments, wingwalls, handrails, design)
90

LF $800.00 $72,000.00
$609,750.00

H Medium Shelter (50 ppl) (Includes slab, material, and labor)  750 SF $50.00 $37,500.00
$37,500.00

I Restroom Building 1 EA $200,000.00 $200,000.00
$200,000.00

J Electrical-Site
Parking lot and road lighting 1 LS $10,000.00 $10,000.00

$10,000.00
K Site Furnishings  

Bench  5 EA $800.00 $4,000.00
8' Picnic Table  20 EA $1,500.00 $30,000.00
8' Picnic Table - ADA 6 EA $1,500.00 $9,000.00
Bollards  4 EA $500.00 $2,000.00
Trash Receptacle 15 EA $700.00 $10,500.00
Recycling Receptacle 15 EA $700.00 $10,500.00
Grill 4 EA $1,200.00 $4,800.00
Large Grill 1 EA $3,000.00 $3,000.00

Lake Myra County Park - Cost Estimate
Preliminary Cost Estimate  - Western Parcel

January 12, 2009

Page 1 of 2



Item Quantity Unit Unit Price Total Price

Lake Myra County Park - Cost Estimate
Preliminary Cost Estimate  - Western Parcel

January 12, 2009

Park Entrance Gates 1 EA $2,500.00 $2,500.00
Signage - interpretive 1 LS $2,000.00 $2,000.00
Signage - regulatory and directional 1 LS $2,500.00 $2,500.00
Pet Waste Station 2 EA $600.00 $1,200.00
Dumpster 1 EA $10,000.00 $10,000.00
Bike Rack 2 EA $750.00 $1,500.00

$99,500.00
L Planting

Canopy Trees 60 EA $350.00 $21,000.00
Understory Trees 50 EA $300.00 $15,000.00
Large Shrubs 100 EA $125.00 $12,500.00
Medium Shrubs 300 EA $75.00 $22,500.00
Small Shrubs 100 EA $35.00 $3,500.00
Groundcover/Perennials 750 EA $15.00 $11,250.00
Mulch 400 CY $40.00 $16,000.00

$101,750.00

Western Parcel Phase Construction Estimate Subtotal: $1,399,500.00

General Requirements (8% of Cost of Work) 8.00% $111,960.00 $1,511,460.00
General Contractor Overhead and Fee (6% on total Contract Value) 6.00% $90,687.60 $1,602,147.60
Performance Bond and Insurance (2% on total Contract Value) 2.00% $32,042.95 $1,634,190.55
5% Contingency 5.00% $81,709.53 $1,715,900.08

Western Parcel Phase Construction Estimate Total: $1,715,900
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APPENDIX F: News Articles

From Eastern Wake News Articles on February 5, 2008:

“Town Could Use Park at School”

BY JOHNNY WHITFIELD, MANAGING EDITOR

Wendell — Town commissioners will consider an agreement between the town, Wake 
County and the Wake County Public School System that outlines management of a 
community park at Lake Myra Elementary School.

Town commissioners approved a plan last month to pay up to $100,000 toward 
construction of three ball fields at the school. The school would own one of the
ball fields and Wake County would own the other two.

Under the agreement, the town of Wendell would maintain all three fields and would 
have the right to use the fields when school is not in session.

Town staffers estimate the annual cost of maintenance would be about $19,400.

Commissioners reviewed a draft copy of the agreement at last week’s work session, 
but asked for several changes to be made before they agree on final
wording.

Town leaders expressed concerns that the agreement seemed one sided.

“When I first read this thing I felt like we were paying $100,000 to cut the school’s 
grass,” said Commissioner Carol Hinnant.

Hinnant said the town board effectively raised the town’s tax rate four cents when 
they approved the construction agreement.

“I have to weigh this against all the other things the town needs,” Hinnant said.

Commissioner Sid Baynes said he was concerned about language covering who was 
responsible for paying bills associated with the park’s operation.

“I’d like this changed to say that the town is responsible for bills it incurs,” Baynes 
said. 
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Town Manager David Bone and Parks and Recreation Director Brinkley Wagstaff met 
with Hinnant and Baynes late last week to review their specific concerns. A new draft 
of the agreement was sent to school and county officials for review.

Debate over the agreement comes at a time when the Wendell Parks and Recreation 
Department is embarking on a unique fund-raising campaign of its own.

Wagstaff explained to town commissioners that his department is working with 
the Doug Proctor Foundation to raise $300,000 over the next 18 months to make 
improvements at Wendell Park.

That plan drew praise from Commissioner Bill Connolly. “Not many departments are 
going to take the lead and say ‘I’ll try to raise the money I need,’ “ Connolly said.

From The News and Observer on March 8, 2008:

“Little Wendell Growing Fast: Bypass interchange opens way 
for suburb that will triple town’s population”

BRUCE SICELOFF, STAFF WRITER

WENDELL - A privately financed five-lane interchange taking shape on U.S. 64/264 
is only the most visible sign of big change that will transform sparsely populated 
farmland into a planned 4,000-home suburb called Wendell Falls.

Wendell Falls Parkway is scheduled to open in spring 2009, about the time the first 
homeowners move into Wendell Falls. Students will begin attending Wake County’s 
new year-round Lake Myra Elementary School in summer 2009, on a campus 
surrounded by the county’s planned Wendell Falls Park.

WakeMed expects to open a satellite hospital there in fall 2009 for patients from 
across eastern Wake County.

When the state Department of Transportation opened the U.S. 64/264 Knightdale 
bypass in 2005, it said it had no plans to add a new exit before 2030. So the developers 
of Wendell Falls are spending $30 million to build Wendell Falls Parkway and its 
interchange two miles east of Smithfield Road.

“We tried to address a lot of the concerns people have about developers’ not doing 
their fair share of the work,” said Greg Ferguson, a founding partner of Raleigh-based 
Mercury Development, which is building Wendell Falls.
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“We put in the traffic infrastructure up front. We have spent a lot of time working 
with environmentalists, and we looked years ahead in planning for schools and for 
open space.”

Wake County is planning a park and trail system for 126 wooded acres on the shore of 
Lake Myra and stretching north along Marks Creek. The county commissioners agreed 
last year to pay the developers $3 million for the park land.

WakeMed this summer will start building the WakeMed East Healthplex, which will 
include a 24-hour emergency room, on 10 acres near U.S. 64/264.

“The eastern part of Wake County is probably the most rapidly growing part of the 
county,” said Carolyn Knaup, WakeMed vice president for ambulatory services. “We 
really feel like this mirrors our mission to bring health care to the neighborhood 
instead of expecting folks to actually travel” to the hospital.

Ferguson said the first 355 home lots at Wendell Falls will go on sale this fall, 
with single-family houses expected to cost $240,000 to $450,000. Less expensive 
townhouses will follow in a few years, along with houses selling for about $1 million.

He said he aims for buildout at Wendell Falls, with 4,000 homes and about 10,000 
residents, in six or seven years. That would triple the size of Wendell, which now has 
almost 5,000 residents. The town has annexed Wendell Falls.

The new community is expected to consume 1.5 million gallons of water a day from 
the city of Raleigh, which is struggling to meet current needs with its Falls Lake supply. 
Wendell Falls is laying 24-inch water mains that eventually will carry water from two 
future sources for eastern Wake, Lake Benson and the planned Little River reservoir.

Ferguson said Wendell Falls will tap wells to irrigate common areas and will encourage 
builders to use water conservation measures.

Transportation planners say that, besides serving as Wendell Falls’ front door, the 
parkway interchange will be a new conduit for northern Johnston County commuters 
who clog two-lane Smithfield Road every morning.

Wendell straddles U.S. 64 Business, which shrinks to two lanes as it crawls through 
the town center four miles east of Wendell Falls. The parkway will provide a westward 
link to Knightdale-Eagle Rock Road and a new backdoor entry from U.S. 64/264 to 
Wendell.

Much of that traffic will pass the small red-brick home of Ruby and Clarence Richardson, 
retired farmers in their 80s. The four-lane Wendell Falls Parkway will stretch almost 
two miles from the highway to Martin Pond Road, where the Richardsons live.
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“I know progress is going to come, but we don’t like it,” Ruby Richardson said. “We’re 
happy in the quietness of the country.

Town meets country

“We like to be out of town. Of course, it’s going to look now like the town has come 
to us,” she said.

The project displaced a 19th-century farmhouse built by Clarence Richardson’s 
grandfather, Dr. William E. Richardson, a Civil War veteran who originally owned much 
of the nearly 1,400 acres that form Wendell Falls. The developers recently moved the 
house near a family cemetery, and they plan to donate it to the town for restoration.

The Richardsons live close beside Martin Pond Road and a dirt farm road named for 
their family.

“My problem is, they’re going to add a turn lane right here in front of my house,” 
Ruby Richardson said. “It’s going to take all of my crape myrtles. It’s a little too close.”

Richardson Road will be realigned and paved as a two-lane extension of the parkway, 
and part of the new route into Wendell.

“We hope to make that a much more scenic entrance into Wendell than we currently 
have,” Mayor Harold Broadwell said.

He thinks Wendell Falls will provide a boost for the whole town.

“In some respects,” Broadwell said, “we’re the last frontier out here with respect to 
development.”

From Eastern Wake News Articles on May 7, 2008, Modified on May 13:

“Lake Myra Park Plan Taking Shape”

BY SOLJA NYGARD FRANGOS, ONLINE EDITOR

Wendell — Eastern Wake residents are having a unique opportunity to tell Wake 
County what they’d like to see in a new 223-acre park south of Wendell. The county 
recently held the first of five community forums on the Lake Myra County Park, asking 
future users what activities and amenities they would support.
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The park, located next to the giant Wendell Falls subdivision, will have about 128 
acres on the east side and about 95 acres on the west side of Lake Myra, named after 
Myra Stone, whose family bought it in the 1920s. 

The land includes four different habitats, and the about 66-acre lake is not only a nice 
amenity for people, but also a home to a variety of species, said landscape
architect Susan Hatchell. The county hired her to design the park.

“It’s a wonderful habitat for a lot of different species and a beautiful place in general,” 
Hatchell said. “And as Wendell Falls develops, it becomes even more important to 
have open space left in the area.”

Like many other Wake County parks, the property will be geared toward passive 
recreation, such as picnicking, walking, jogging, hiking, biking, kite flying and viewing 
wildlife.

“It won’t be a place for active sports leagues,” said Chris Snow, the county’s director 
of Parks, Recreation and Open Space.

The park could have playgrounds, volleyball courts, horseshoe pits, picnic shelters, 
trails and outdoor classrooms. Wake County could also offer environmental, cultural 
and historical education. 

And while the lake is owned by the Yeager family, the county hopes to have 
an agreement on its use, so boating and kayaking could be added to the list of 
activities. 

Based on the suggestions made at the April 29 meeting, the park might also offer 
opportunities for horseback riding. While the county is unlikely to build large parking 
areas for horse trailers, riders might be allowed to use the park’s trails, something 
Robert Marshburn and a group of other horse owners would like to do.

“We don’t want to be left out,” he said.

The county wants to have the park’s master plan completed by the fall, although 
funding for the construction hasn’t been secured. Once money becomes available, 
building the park is likely to take 18 to 24 months, Hatchell said.

The next community forum will be held June 12 at 7 p.m. at the Wendell Community 
Center.

The county, together with two other agencies, is also hoping the park will be just the 
first piece of a much larger open space area. The property is part of the Marks Creek 
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Rural Lands Initiative established to conserve land along Marks Creek from Lake Myra 
to the confluence of Marks Creek and the Neuse River.

Wake County, Triangle Land Conservancy and the Trust For Public Land partnered to 
establish the initiative to protect water quality, wildlife habitat and rural character as 
well as provide opportunities for low-impact recreation.

The first acquisition was made in 2005 and now the partnership has 11 tracts totaling 
about 1,000 acres. The goal is to have about 7,700 acres.

(Editor’s Note: Wake County is encouraging residents to take a survey on the proposed 
amenities and activities at the county’s Web site. The county is also looking for photos, 
letters, drawings and other memorabilia related to Lake Myra to help with the park’s 
planning process.)

From Eastern Wake News Articles on June 17, 2008:

“Lake Myra Park Still on the Drawing Board”

BY AARON MOODY, STAFF WRITER

Wendell — Attendees seemed pleased with the combined results of the April 29 
meeting and an online survey regarding the design of Lake Myra County Park in 
Thursday’s meeting at Wendell Community Center.

Susan Hatchell, head architect for the project, gave a recap of the feedback she had 
received through the first meeting and survey and reported on the likes and dislikes 
of those who gave their input.

The meeting was designed to tie comments together prior to the next meeting, which 
will be held to discuss design alternatives.

It is still uncertain if the lake, owned by the Yeager family, will be of use for boating, 
fishing and other recreational activities, but those types of activities topped the list of 
things people are most interested doing.

Of 224 responses from residents — of which a majority live within 2-12 miles of the 
lake — the big interests seem to be picnicking, hiking, viewing wildlife, hiking
trails, boating, fishing, flying kites and horseback riding.

As far as facilities go, having bathrooms and trails received more than 100 votes each 
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from the 224 responses, and picnic shelters were OK’d by 63 percent of those who 
responded.

Environmental education and fitness highlighted the programs list and high priority 
rental equipment included shelters, canoes and paddle boats.

About 65 percent of those who gave input to the survey said they would visit the park 
two or more times each month, so the park will seemingly receive the anticipated 
amount of use.

“Most people said they wanted to preserve the property as much as possible,” 
Hatchell said. “Of the 200-plus-acre park, we need to stay away from developing in 
some areas.”

Environmental issues were given great consideration. There are conservation 
easements on the eastern property that backs up to the proposed school grounds.
Everything from shaded parking, to a minimal, but substantial, amount of roadways, 
to a greenbuilt environmental education center were addressed as possibilities. 
Furthermore, boardwalks may be implemented in environmentally sensitive areas, but 
along with piers for fishing, these could be scenic and provide space for educational 
programs to interact with the environment.

A public comment period took place after the survey results were presented and 
more praise of the plan was voiced than were comments of concern.

Access points and connectivity across Marks Creek were addressed and some said it 
would be nice to have access from the north side of the western property.

“I’m in full support of the park,” Marcia Magill of Knightdale said. “I would like 
access through the park to the lake, but I live close enough to where it’s pretty 
convenient either way.”

Use of the three fields at the park were questioned as to the use from the county 
and the local parks and recreation departments. It is a Wake County park, but 
the town is looking into agreements on accessing the sporting facilities, however, 
designers said use of the fields may be limited to open play and pickup games.

As a response, Wendell Planning Director Teresa Piner said the town is looking into a 
75-acre parcel of land to complement the town’s athletic operations.

“It is very important to know what everyone else in the area is doing,” Piner said, 
noting the tight proximity of the three towns in eastern Wake County, and how the 
towns, too, can complement each other.
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Mountain biking and the grade of the trails were mentioned to the park planners as 
the session came to a close, but in the end the crowd voiced approval for the overall 
mapping of the park.

The next community forum (design alternatives) will be held Thursday, July 31, at 7 
p.m.

From Eastern Wake News Articles on July 18, 2008, Modified on July 22:

“Forum to Focus on Park’s Design”

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Eastern Wake County residents are invited to attend a community forum on the new 
Lake Myra County Park at 7 p.m. on Thursday, July 31, in the Wendell Community 
Center at 601 West Third Street, Wendell. 

The meeting will focus on the park’s design. The meeting is the third in a series of 
community forums planned over the next few months. 

Future park meetings will be held on Sept. 9 and Oct. 21 to discuss the park’s master 
plan. 

Citizens are invited to bring photographs and memorabilia related to the Lake Myra 
property to the meeting. Wake County staff will scan selected photographs and 
other information.

The 220-acre park will be located along Poole Road around Lake Myra. The park will 
be next to the upcoming Wendell Falls subdivision and a new elementary school.

For more information about the Lake Myra Park project, visit www.wakegov.com/
parks.

From The News and Observer on July 18, 2008:

“Wake Residents Invited to Weigh in on New Park”

FROM STAFF REPORTS

Eastern Wake County residents are invited to attend a community forum on the new 
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Lake Myra County Park on Thursday, July 31 at 7 p.m., in the Wendell Community 
Center Gymnasium, 601 West Third Street, Wendell.

The meeting will focus on the park’s design.

The July 31 meeting is the third in a series of community forums planned over the 
next few months. More than 50 residents attended public meetings in April and June, 
according to a press release from Wake County.

Future park meetings will be held on Sept. 9 and Oct. 21 to discuss the park’s master 
plan.

Citizens are invited to bring photographs and memorabilia related to the Lake Myra 
property to the meeting. Wake County staff will scan selected photographs and other 
information for project files.

The 220-acre park will be located along Poole Road, north of the intersection of Poole 
Road and Lake Myra Road, the release said.

For more information about the Lake Myra Park project, visit www.wakegov.com/
parks

From Eastern Wake News Articles on August 5, 2008:

“Start Now Planning for Park’s Cost”

BY JOHNNY WHITFIELD, MANAGING EDITOR

The new Lake Myra Park has the potential to be the crown jewel of eastern Wake 
County. 

Now in the planning stage, architects and county facilities officials have been asking 
residents for their input as it relates to the kind of facilities they’d like to see in the 
park.

Much of what they presented at a meeting last Thursday resembled facilities and 
programming similar to what already exists at Blue Jay Point.

Anyone who has visited that park – and thousands upon thousands have – knows 
the wealth of opportunities that exist there. Among the uses proposed for the Lake 
Myra Park at this point are a boat rental facility, an environmental educational center, 
fishing piers, scenic overlooks, picnic shelters and a number of hiking trails.
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Key to this plan, as it is with most every big idea, is funding. Right now, county 
commissioners have paid for the planning work that is now under way. No money
has been set aside for construction of all these grand ideas.

We realize Wake County commissioners are besieged with any number of growing
expenses, from schools and jails to Medicaid, but we encourage some far-sighted 
thinking to make certain residents of Wake County can enjoy the natural beauty of a 
place like Lake Myra Park.

As the county grows and the amount of undeveloped land continues to shrivel, 
people will turn more and more to county parks for an opportunity to enjoy nature.

Beginning now, commissioners should set aside money each year to begin work at the 
new park. Reasonable people are willing to wait for a phased-in project to come to 
fruition. The park doesn’t have to be constructed all at once.

But as the planning phase draws to a close over the next two months, we believe the 
time to begin work on the property is also drawing ever closer.

From Eastern Wake News Articles on August 5, 2008, Modified on August 6:

“Park Plans Beginning to Take Shape”

BY JOHNNY WHITFIELD, MANAGING EDITOR

Wendell — Easy access. Open space. Unobtrusive parking. 

Those are just some of the things residents said they wanted architects to include in 
their plans for the future Lake Myra County Park.

The 220-acre park planned for the shores of Lake Myra was the topic of discussion at 
a meeting July 31 in which county planners and consultants pitched several potential 
layouts for the park and asked those in attendance to tell them what they liked and 
didn’t.

Judging from the comments, people were not shy about offering their opinions.

Several residents said they wanted the county to keep similar uses close together, 
while they separated disparate uses like a boat launch and fishing piers.

Architects presented three possible layouts for the park, each with relatively subtle
differences.
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All three plans incorporated the same uses, including an environmental education 
center, a boat rental facility, fishing piers, scenic overlooks and a bridge crossing the 
lake to connect the two sides of the park.

The differences came in how those uses were laid out on the property.

One plan called for locating the educational center close to the shore of Lake Myra, 
while others had the center moved farther back into the woods.

Two plans showed the location of a pedestrian bridge crossing the lake at a point 
where the county has not yet acquired ownership of the land on the west side.

The third plan moved the bridge farther north to allow for landings on property the 
county already owns, but that location would also require a longer bridge.

All three plans offer limited activities on the west side of the park. Hiking trails and 
picnic tables are expected to be the primary use of that part of the property, in part, 
because a conservation easement restricts active recreation on that side of the 
property.

Susan Hatchell, the architect who drew up all three plans, spent the first part of the 
meeting explaining the differences in each plan, but she told the group nothing was 
written in stone.

“We want you to take these plans and think about them, talk about them and make 
suggestions about what you like and what you don’t like,” Hatchell said.

The group of about 40 residents broke into three groups to review the plans in more 
detail.

Tim Maloney, a community services manager with Wake County, said he was not
surprised by any of the suggestions he heard at Thursday night’s meeting.

“This process is a progressive one. We have looked at what’s in it and what’s not. 
We have looked at the characteristics of the site, what’s good for development and 
what’s not,” Maloney said.

Thursday’s meeting drew a mix of local residents and visitors from other parts of the 
county.

Jim Bell is a construction project manager who lives in North Raleigh. He came to
Thursday’s meeting after the North Carolina Horse Council, which he is a member of, 
advertised the meeting.
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“We use a lot of different parks in Wake County, depending on what we’re doing,” Bell 
said. “I was really interested to see what the plans were for this site.”

In addition to horseback riding, Bell likes to ride mountain bikes, hike and spend time 
with his children in county parks. 

Bell said improved transportation routes could make a park at Lake Myra more 
attractive to someone like him than other parks in the county that are more difficult 
to reach.

“I wanted to see what it is that would drive me to that park instead of Blue Jay or 
Harris Lake,” Bell said.

Gary Freeman is a longtime resident of the Lake Myra area who says he will soon be 
able to see rooftops of Wendell Falls from his front porch.

Like Bell, Freeman is a horse-rider. He says he has ridden over every inch of what is 
now Lake Myra Park during the past 25 years.

“I would like to keep as much of it as possible in wildlife,” said Freeman. “This area 
is going to grow a lot in the next 10 years, and the animals that are now living where 
houses will be going up will need somewhere to go. We knew one day the developers 
would discover our little sleepy area.”

Freeman credits Hatchell and county officials with listening to the wants and concerns 
of residents.

“(They) have been pretty honest and straightforward with us. We know they don’t 
have the final say. I honestly feel like they are trying to be as honest with us as they 
can be,” Freeman said.

He also says he expects the park’s final design to be something of a compromise.

“Surely people have the right to fish and ride a boat. I respect that just as I expect 
everyone to respect me and my horse,” Freeman said. “I also understand that we are 
going to have to trade off something.”

Hatchell and her team of architects will incorporate the comments they heard last
Thursday into a draft plan that will be presented at a similar meeting Sept. 5. Planners 
hope to have a final plan ready by October.

Currently, though, the county has not set aside any money for development of the 
park.
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