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Swimming pools must be compliant with the Virginia Graeme Baker Pool and Spa Safety Act (VGB) 

before permitted to operate. Wake County requires new documentation for each public swimming pool, 

wading pool and spa when the original drain covers/grates are replaced at the end of their useful life 

rating based on the manufacturer specifications. These documents must be signed and sealed by a NC 

registered Engineer or Architect upon submittal to Wake County.  

 

The following items must be included with the VGB documentation submission to 

wcpools@wakegov.com: 

1. Use our newly revised Pool Drain Safety Compliance (PDSC) data sheet to provide the required 
data for each pump (see link to document on our website at www.wakegov.com/pools);  

2. Pump curve for the pump installed; and 
3. Manufacturer specification sheets for all Main Drain covers and Skimmer Equalizer covers 

specified.  If 2017 VGB covers are being used, you must complete all sump information 
completely. 

 

For each pump, including Variable Speed Pump(s), the suction cover sizing must be based on the 

following: 

• Preferred method: The flow rate for the drain cover exceeds the maximum pump flow at the 
highest speed or rpm setting. This is for either a dual drain (each cover must exceed the 
maximum pump flow), or an UNBLOCKABLE drain (usually greater than 32 inches such as a 
channel drain), or a single drain with a secondary method to prevent bather entrapment.  This 
method can be found in APSP-7. 

• Flow reduction method: The flow can be calculated using pressure and vacuum readings. If 
done this way, the filter needs to be backwashed before the readings are taken. All valves 
should be in the most open position. Pictures should be taken of the readings on both gauges 
and kept in the file. There is a device available which combines both gauges into one for a TDH 
reading which can be used, and a picture of the gauge should be added to the pool file. All pools 
which need a flow reduction for compliance must have a working flow meter for field 
verification.  This method can be found in APSP-7.  
 

 

When the flow reduction method is being used on any pump, the following must also be included with 

the VGB submittal items listed above: 

4. Pictures of all gauges used during the test and calculations of TDH, if TDH gauge is not used. 
5. Pictures of the Flow Meter in operation 
6. Pump curve showing reduced flow based on TDH 
7. Required RPM settings if variable speed pumps are used  
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