
National Opioid Settlement Community Meeting aug. 2, 2022

These funds can only be used to address the opioid epidemic, and the Wake County Board of 
Commissioners must formally approve strategies and authorize expenditures. In addition, there is a 
requirement for an annual reporting that includes how the funds were spent and impact information.

Wake County has chosen a distribution option that includes the following strategies for funding:

Overview
In November 2021, Wake County agreed to participate in the National Opioid 
Settlement agreement that will provide a total of $35.2 million in funding to Wake 
County, Raleigh and Cary over the next 18 years. 
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Identified Needs
 y Lack of reliable transportation  

to appointments.

 y Access to safe and affordable housing 
with needed supportive services.

 y More services for youth.

 y Criminal justice-related  
treatment alternatives. 

 y Medical Assisted Treatment availability.

 y Lack of insurance  
(uninsured and underinsured).

 y Services not available nearby.

 y Limited information about how  
to obtain services.

 y Availability of qualified staff.

 y Cost of medication.

 y Long wait for appointments.

 y Language barriers.

Identified Underserved Populations
 y People who are dually diagnosed with 

Substance Use Disorder and mental 
illness or Substance Use Disorder and 
Intellectual/Development Disabilities.

 y Individuals who are experiencing 
homelessness or at risk of experiencing 
homelessness.

 y Individuals who lack insurance and 
resources to pay for treatment.

 y People who are court-involved  
or in jails/prisons.

 y Individuals transitioning from jails/
prisons back into the community.

 y Complex/co-occurring medical 
conditions with Substance Use Disorder.

 y Youth in foster care or the juvenile 
justice system.

 y Veterans, military members and families.
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After the Aug. 2, 2022, community stakeholder meeting, Wake County staff will conduct an online survey 
to prioritize proposed strategies. They will use this information, with previous work by the county 
commissioners, Wake County Overdose Task Force, 2023/24 Behavioral Health Plan, Alliance Health and 
community stakeholders to develop recommendations for the Health and Human Services committee of 
the Wake County Board of Commissioners to consider at the Aug. 22 meeting.

In September, the Wake County Board of Commissioners will consider these recommendations, establish a 
special revenue fund for settlement funds and adopt a resolution authorizing strategies and funding amounts.

Considerations from Wake Behavioral Health Summit March 2021, Wake 
County Behavioral Health Plan FY22/23 and 2022 Wake County Community 
Health Needs Assessment:


