
 

 

Native tidal marsh and transition or ecotone plants of South San Francisco Bay 
 

Botanical Name Common Name Wildlife Value 
Wetland 
Status1 

HERBS       
Ambrosia psilostachya western ragweed low to minor FACU 
Atriplex patula fat hen good, butterflies FACW 
Baccharis glutinosa marsh baccharis high FACW 
Cressa truxillensis alkali weed low to fair FACW 
Elymus triticoides beardless wild rye butterflies FAC 
Eryngium aristulatum Jepson's button celery good, native bees, butterflies OBL 
Euthamia occidentalis western goldenrod good, native bees FACW 
Frankenia salina alkali heath good, butterflies FACW 
Heliotropium curassavicum salt heliotrope good, native bees FACU 

Hordeum brachyantherum* meadow barley 
low to minor small mammals 
moderate waterfowl FACW 

Hordeum depressum* alkali barley low to fair FACW 
Jaumea carnosa marsh jaumea low to fair OBL 

Juncus effusus bog rush 
good for birds to low for small 
mammals FACW 

Lasthenia glabrata yellow rayed goldfields good, butterflies FACW 

Limonium californicum 

western marsh 
rosemary good, beneficial insects FACW 

Plantago subnuda Mexican plantain good, butterflies FACW 
Salicornia depressa Virginia glasswort low to fair OBL 

Salicornia pacifica perennial pickleweed 

fair for waterbirds to high for 
salt marsh harvest mouse 
and Ridgway’s rail OBL 

Schoenoplectus americanus chairmaker's bulrush fair to good OBL 
Triglochin maritima arrowgrass good, birds OBL 
SHRUBS / SUBSHRUBS      
Eriophyllum staechadifolium lizard tail high for pollinators NL 
Grindelia stricta marsh gum plant good, native bees FACW 

Isocoma menziesii 

white flowered 
goldenbush good, beneficial insects FAC 

GRASSES       
Deschampsia caespitosa tufted hairgrass good, native bees, butterflies FACW 
Distichlis spicata salt grass low FAC 
* Salt-tolerant form     

Click on the wildlife value link for the plant to see a description of the plants’ habitat value for animals or 
insects, or search here for more information from the USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service 

Click on the botanical name for more information on each plant from CalFlora 

https://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=298
https://plants.usda.gov/home/plantProfile?symbol=AMPS
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=996
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=11368
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=2429
https://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=11648
https://calscape.org/Elymus-triticoides-(Creeping-Wild-Rye)?srchcr=sc57094419e88ea
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=3457
http://www.calflora.org/entry/plantchar.html?crn=3457
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=3565
http://www.calflora.org/entry/plantchar.html?crn=3565
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=3612
http://www.calflora.org/entry/plantchar.html?crn=3612
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=4060
http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=HECU3
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=4218
https://plants.usda.gov/home/plantProfile?symbol=JUEF
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=4221
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=4424
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=4459
http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=JUEF
http://www.plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=JUEF
http://www.plants.usda.gov/core/profile?symbol=JUEF
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=4585
http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=LAGL4
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=4839
http://www.calflora.org/entry/plantchar.html?crn=4839
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=6626
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=10333
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=12001
https://www.fws.gov/species/salt-marsh-harvest-mouse-reithrodontomys-raviventris
https://www.fws.gov/species/salt-marsh-harvest-mouse-reithrodontomys-raviventris
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Science-Institute/News/ridgways-rail-release1
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=9603
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=8114
http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=TRMA20
https://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=3444
https://calscape.org/Eriophyllum-staechadifolium-(Seaside-Woolly-Sunflower)?srchcr=sc57eb76003959d
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=3967
http://www.wildflower.org/plants/result.php?id_plant=GRST3
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=4370
https://www.calflora.org/entry/plantchar.html?crn=4370
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=2688
http://www.calflora.org/entry/plantchar.html?crn=2688
http://www.calflora.org/cgi-bin/species_query.cgi?where-calrecnum=2743
https://plants.usda.gov/home/plantProfile?symbol=DISP
http://plants.usda.gov/java/
http://www.calflora.org/
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Wetlands are among the most important and productive ecosystems on Earth (Mitsch and 
Gosselink 2007).  Creeks, rivers, ponds, lakes, reservoirs, riparian and wetland habitats are 
protected by the United States Army Corps of Engineers with oversight by the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, State Water 
Resources Control Boards, San Francisco Bay Conservation and Development Commission, 
and in the rivers and creeks by the Santa Clara Valley Habitat Agency.  Contact the agencies 
about any activities in creeks, rivers, streams, lakes, ponds, including their banks and 
floodplains, riparian and wetland habitats. 

1 Wetland status categories for vascular plants (United States Army Corps of Engineers 2014) 
show the likelihood of the plant growing in wetlands.  This gives an idea of how much water, 
type of habitat, and position on the bank or slope the plant prefers.  Species listed as OBL, 
FACW, and FAC are considered wetland plants. 

 
Wetland status category 

 
Symbol 

 
Probability of occurrence in wetlands 

Obligate OBL Greater than 99 % 
Facultative Wetland FACW 67 - 99 % 
Facultative FAC 34 - 66 % 
Facultative Upland FACU 1 - 33 % 
Upland UPL Less than 1 % 
No Indicator NI Insufficient information exists to assign indicator status 
 
Not Listed 

 
NL 

Plants generally not considered to be found in 
wetlands and, therefore, not listed 

The three facultative categories are subdivided by (+) and (-) modifiers to show a tendency 
toward either wetter (+) or drier (-) conditions. 
 
For information on growing plants that are pest and pathogen free, click here: Phytophthora 

species in CA native habitats 
 
California Native Plant Society (CNPS) Guidelines For Landscaping To Protect Native 

Vegetation From Genetic Degradation 
 
Like CNPS, the Santa Clara Valley Water District strives to protect, conserve, maintain, and 
reestablish watershed specific native plants.  If natural revegetation from surrounding areas or 
the native soil seed bank is inadequate, actively assist revegetation by planting seeds or plants 
grown from seeds, cuttings or divisions collected locally.  If planting is necessary, please use 
plant materials collected from the project site first, adjacent or nearby sites second, and the 
same watershed at the same approximate elevation and slope aspect as the project site. 
 
Please talk to your local native plant and nursery experts!  The local CNPS Santa Clara 
Chapter’s website is http://www.cnps-scv.org/. 
 
Click here for information on the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) California 
Native Plant Program 
 
 

http://www.valleywater.org/
https://www.valleywater.org/safe-clean-water-and-natural-flood-protection-program
http://www.spn.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory/HowtoApplyforaPermit.aspx
http://www.epa.gov/region9/water/wetlands/regulatory.html
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/LSA
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/
http://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cwa401/
http://www.bcdc.ca.gov/permits/
http://scv-habitatagency.org/
http://www.suddenoakdeath.org/welcome-to-calphytos-org-phytophthoras-in-native-habitats/
http://www.suddenoakdeath.org/welcome-to-calphytos-org-phytophthoras-in-native-habitats/
https://www.cnps.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/landscaping.pdf
https://www.cnps.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/landscaping.pdf
http://www.cnps-scv.org/
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Plants
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Plants
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For useful advice, read the Water Resources Protection Collaborative Guidelines and Standards 
for Land Use Near Streams: A Manual of Tools, Standards, and Procedures to Protect Streams 
and Streamside Resource in Santa Clara County, and the Water Resources Protection Manual. 
 
Information on historic riparian habitats can be found in the San Francisco Estuary Institute 
(SFEI) historical ecology reports.  Look for the Santa Clara Valley and Santa Clara County at: 
http://www.sfei.org/he/HE-publications 
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