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Caltrans
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Since 1850, over 

100,000 acres of 

tidal marsh lost 

around the Bay

H A B I TAT  
R E S T O R AT I O N  
( O B J E C T I V E  1 )

HISTORICAL (1850) MODERN (2000)



H A B I TAT  
R E S T O R AT I O N  
( O B J E C T I V E  1 )

Project will capture 

sediments from creeks 

and lower South Bay to 

build up to 1,800 acres of 

new tidal marsh habitats.



Increasing Sea Levels

Habitat migration

Existing and Future Flood Protection

R E S I L I E N T  F L O O D  
P R O T E C T I O N / S E A  L E V E L  R I S E   
( O B J E C T I V E  2 )



R E S I L I E N T  F L O O D  
P R O T E C T I O N / S E A  L E V E L  R I S E   
( O B J E C T I V E  2 )

Project will 
maintain current 
flood protection 
level

In coordination 
with planned 
flood protection 
projects



Increased Flood Risks from Sediment Buildup in Creeks

Reduced Maintenance and Removal Costs

Increase Sediment Supply for Marsh Restoration 

S E D I M E N T  A N D  
C R E E K  M A I N T E N A N C E  
( O B J E C T I V E  3 )



ALTERNATIVE

Minimum Tidal Connectivity



A L T E R N AT I V E  1  – M I N I M U M  T I D A L  C O N N E C T I V I T Y



R E S T O R AT I O N  E L E M E N T S

Operable Tide GatesPond Berm Breaches

https://www.southbayrestoration.orgUSACE Coastal Texas Study



R E S T O R AT I O N  E L E M E N T S
Vegetated Ecotone Slopes



ALTERNATIVE

Intermediate Tidal Connectivity,
Alviso Slough breaches



A L T.  2  – I N T E R M E D I AT E  T I D A L  C O N N E C T I V I T Y,  
A L V I S O  S L O U G H  B R E A C H E S



R E S T O R AT I O N  E L E M E N T S
Nesting Habitat Islands



ALTERNATIVE

Intermediate Tidal Connectivity,
Pond A4 breaches



A L T.  3  – I N T E R M E D I AT E  T I D A L  C O N N E C T I V I T Y,  
P O N D  A 4  B R E A C H E S



ALTERNATIVE

Max. Sediment Transport,
Guadalupe Slough breaches



A L T.  4  – M A X .  S E D I M E N T  T R A N S P O R T,  G U A D A L U P E  
S L O U G H  B R E A C H E S



ALTERNATIVE

Maximum Tidal Connectivity



A L T E R N AT I V E  5  – M A X I M U M  T I D A L  C O N N E C T I V I T Y



R E S T O R AT I O N  E L E M E N T S
Wetland Bench



P R E L I M I N A R Y  
T R A I L  C O N C E P T S

• Conceptual Alternatives do not 
impact existing trail plans 

• Preliminary Trail Enhancement 
Considerations:

• Improve Public access/gaps in Bay 
Trail shoreline access

• Protection of sensitive habitats

• Construction and maintenance costs



Bay Trail Reach 9 and 
support for City of San 
Jose efforts on future 
Alviso connection

P L A N N E D  
B AY  T R A I L  
C O N C E P T  



N E X T  S T E P S



QUESTIONS



Q U E S T I O N S  A N D  
A N S W E R S  G U I D A N C E

• Questions in the room will be 
addressed before zoom.

• Please use the “raised hand” function 
to be added to the queue.

• For those joining by phone only, 
dial *9 to “raise your hand”.

• Please use question & answer box.



CONTACT PERSONS:

Judy Nam, Project Manager
jnam@valleywater.org

Jiana Escobar, Community Liaison
jescobar@valleywater.org

REFERENCE MATERIALS AVAILABLE:

https://delivr.com/2kmea




