
Non-Functional Turf Irrigation Ban
Valley Water – 2024 Landscape Summit
Presented by: Phil Dolan, Water Conservation Specialist III
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2AB 1572 State Ban on Non-Functional Turf

• Prohibits irrigation of non-
functional turf (NFT)

• Applies to commercial, industrial, 
and institutional (CII) sites, 
including HOAs and similar 
entities

• Does not apply to residential 
lawns, parks, sports fields, 
cemeteries, or golf courses
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3AB 1572 State Ban on Non-Functional Turf

• Phased approach between 2027-2031
• Jan 2027 = State and local gov
• Jan 2028 = Other institutional, commercial, and industrial
• Jan 2029 = HOAs and similar entities
• Jan 2031 = Local gov buildings in disadvantaged communities (DACs)

• Primary enforcement through water retailers
• Noncompliance subject to civil liability and penalties of up to $500
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4Valley Water Ordinance 23-02

• Ordinance approved by Board in June 2023
• Permanent prohibitions apply to property 

owners served, directly or indirectly, by 
Valley Water

• Defines enforcement procedures
• Authority to issue fines in Valley Water supplied 

service areas during declared water shortage
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5Valley Water Ordinance 23-02

• Prohibits irrigation of NFT in Santa Clara 
County

• Non-functional vs. functional turf
• NFT ban applies to CII properties
• HOAs and common areas of mobile home parks, 

and apartment, condominium, and townhome 
complexes
• Plus others
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6NFT Examples
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7NFT Examples
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8NFT Examples

Google Maps image

Google Maps image
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9NFT Examples

Google Maps image
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10Functional and NFT Examples

Google Earth image
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11Next Steps
• Outreach and education
• Incentives and resources for compliance:
• Landscape Rebate Program

• Up to $100,000* per site
• Landscape Conversion Rebate

• $2* per square foot
• 50% Plant Coverage Required

• Large Landscape Lawn to Mulch Rebate
• $1* per square foot
• No plant requirement
• Low-flow irrigation must be added for trees within 

conversion area
*Rebates are higher in cost-sharing areas




