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Temporary Irrigation – Hunter MP Stakes

Photo courtesy of Jeni Webber + Associates, Berkeley, CA



Temporary Irrigation – Hunter MP Stakes



1. Lower the water 
needs of the 
landscape

2. Leverage alternative 
water sources

3. Employ cutting-
edge strategies



1. Lower the water needs of 
the landscape



Landscape conversion rebates



2. Leverage alternative water 
sources



Order of water source preference

1. Rainwater
1. Passive capture by the landscape itself
2. Barrels, tanks, and cisterns

2. Recovered water
1. From the house – repurposed water
2. Greywater – drought-resilient source
3. Recycled water from water purveyor, sanitary district, 

or city

3. Potable water – last resort
1. Piped in from public supply
2. Well on the property



California is a low-water state

High water

Moderate water

Low water
Low water/mulch



Don’t drain the rain – Plant it!
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Water storage



Mulch is the lid on the landscape!



Temporary Irrigation - Homemade

Photo courtesy of Watershed Approach to Landscape Design publication, APLD



1. Water all plants as if they were low-water-need plants
2. Stretch out watering days to drive roots of plants and trees 

deeper
3. Use the Valley Water Scheduler to adjust the irrigation 

schedule monthly
4. Install a smart controller
5. Use soil moisture sensor to control irrigation frequency

5 Strategies for Using Less 
Water



Water all plants as low



How much water do plants need?

• Any incorporated CA city
• Any time frame
• Any plant material
• Various sizes of plants and planted 

areas

Waterwonk.us/how-much



Smart controllers can save a LOT of water!



Free scheduling web app

https://ValleyWaterScheduler.com

https://valleywaterscheduler.com/


Adjust irrigation schedule monthly

August: 1 extra inch – 620 
gallons wasted

September: 2.4 extra inches –
1,488 gallons wasted

October: 3.5 extra inches –
2,170 gallons wasted

Total wasted: 4,278 gallons

For every 1,000 square 
feet of landscape in SJ:



5. Use soil moisture sensors

Photos courtesy of Hunter Industries, Inc.



Questions? 
Comments?

Let’s talk!


