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Report Name: Board Member Requests

Request Request 
Date

Director BAO/Chief Staff Description 20 Days 
Due Date

Expected 
Completion

 Date

Disposition

I-23-0024 08/22/23 Eisenberg Yoke Ndah Director Eisenberg requests 
that the current restroom 
signs inside the visitor’s 
center at the SVAWPC be 
replaced with the non-binary 
symbol.

09/11/23

I-23-0028 10/05/23 Beall Gibson  
Baker

Broome Provide Director Beall with a 
briefing on federal and state 
transportation funding efforts 
for the B.F. Sisk Dam Raise 
project.

10/25/23

R-23-
0010

08/08/23 Beall Yoke Mcelroy Director Beall requested that 
staff look at the feasibility of 
VTA supplying transit passes 
(or clipper cards) for 
employees and family 
members.

08/29/23

R-23-
0011

08/08/23 Eisenberg Taylor Chinte  
Salandan
an

CEO 2023 travel withthe 
following:
For each time away, please 
provide: 
1. Dates 
2. Locations traveled to 
3. Total cost
4. Whether the district paid in 
part or in whole (how much, 
and was it as a legitimate 
business expense or as a 
taxable perk)
5. If for official reasons, if not 
clear from the outside, 
please provide a brief (one 
sentence or even partial 
sentence is fine) description 
of the nexus -- e.g. "met with 
these senators in washington 
dc:  warren, booker, and 
feinstein"
6. If the district only paid in 
part, I do not need to know 
what was happening during 
the personal time
7. Please provide the budget 
for travel for that time period 
and how the actuals 
compared with the budgeted 
(this should be very simple)

08/29/23 10/11/23 Information Only: BMR request was 
updated to change from BAO travel 
information to only CEO:
CEO 2023 travel with the following:
For each time away, please provide: 
1.Dates 
2.Locations traveled to 
3.Total cost
4.Whether the district paid in part or in whole 
(how much, and was it as a legitimate 
business expense or as a taxable perk)
5.If for official reasons, if not clear from the 
outside, please provide a brief (one sentence 
or even partial sentence is fine) description of 
the nexus -- e.g. "met with these senators in 
washington dc:  warren, booker, and feinstein"
6.If the district only paid in part, I do not need 
to know what was happening during the 
personal time
7.Please provide the budget for travel for that 
time period and how the actuals compared 
with the budgeted (this should be very 
simple); 09/08/23 Information Only: Two 
additional weeks need.  Anticipated 
completion date of September 22.

R-23-
0013

08/22/23 Beall Baker Williams Staff to investigate if the 
small empty pond on 
Sunnyoaks Avenue in 
Campbell, between the fire 
department and the training 
facility, can be used by the 
city and the fire department.

09/12/23 10/03/23 Information Only: This request will 
be reponded to during the 11/14 or 12/5 board 
meeting.; 09/19/23 Information Only: This 
request will be responded on the 10/24/23 
board agenda.; 09/15/23 Information Only: 
Staff requires a few more days to respond to 
this request. Anticipated completion date 
9/22/23.

R-23-
0014

08/22/23 Beall Baker Williams Staff to investigate if other 
small empty ponds within the 
City of Campbell can be used 
for other purposes.

09/12/23 10/03/23 Information Only: This request will 
be responded to during the 11/14 or 12/5 
board meeting.; 09/19/23 Information Only: 
This BMR will be responded to on the 
10/24/23 Board agenda.; 09/15/23 Information 
Only: Staff requires a few additional days to 
complete this request.  Anticipated completion 
date 9/22/23.

13



MEMORANDUM 
FC 14 (01-25-23) 

TO: Rick L. Callender, Esq. 
Chief Executive Officer  

FROM: Don Rocha 
Assistant Officer 
Acting for Rachael Gibson  
Chief of External Affairs 

 
SUBJECT: Central Coast Water Agency Collaboration 

Forum Invitation from Valley Water Board 
Chair John L. Varela to ACWA 5 Region 
Members 

DATE: October 6, 2023 

 

Attached to this memorandum is a letter from Chair John L. Varela to ACWA Region 5 members to 
solicit interest in collaborating on a forum for exploring issues of mutual interest in the Central Coast 
region. The letter was sent electronically to ACWA Region 5 members on behalf of Chair Varela on 
October 4, 2023. 

 
 
 
__________________________ 
Don Rocha 
Assistant Officer 
Acting for Rachael Gibson 
Chief of External Affairs 
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Clean Water • Healthy Environment • Flood Protection 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
John L. Varela / Chair (District 1) 

Barbara F. Keegan / Vice Chair (District 2) 
Richard P. Santos (District 3) 

Jim Beall (District 4) 
Nai Hsueh (District 5) 

Tony Estremera (District 6) 
Rebecca Eisenberg (District 7) 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Rick L. Callender, Esq. 

CLERK OF THE BOARD 

Michele L. King, CMC 

Santa Clara Valley Water District  |  5750 Almaden Expressway, San Jose, CA  95118-3686  |  (408) 265-2600  |  www.valleywater.org ♺

October 4, 2023 

 

Subject: Central Coast Water Agency Collaboration Forum. 

Dear Members of ACWA Region 5: 

Santa Clara Valley Water District (Valley Water) is gauging interest in starting a collaboration forum for 
water agencies in California’s Central Coast region.  

Valley Water, as the primary water provider to Silicon Valley and a vibrant agricultural community, 
manages an integrated water resources system that includes the supply of clean, safe water, flood 
protection and stewardship of streams in Santa Clara County. Our success in meeting this mission 
is often the result of collaborations with other agencies, associations, non-governmental agencies, 
joint powers authorities, and elected officials.  

Water agencies throughout the Central Coast share many similarities, including a responsibility 
to balance municipal and agricultural interests. Due to our unique geography and climate, we also 
face many of the same challenges in maintaining water supply reliability in the areas we serve, 
such as an uncertain regulatory future, a changing climate, and pressure to provide affordable service. 
These circumstances lend themselves to being creative, perhaps through new partnership 
opportunities. 

Please respond to Ms. Roseryn Bhudsabourg at (408)630-3099 or rbhudsabourg@valleywater.org if a 
Central Coast collaboration forum would be of value to you. If there is sufficient interest, we will explore 
next steps and follow up with you. Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

John L. Varela 
Board Chair 
Santa Clara Valley Water District 

cc: Board of Directors (7), R. Callender 
ka:sd 
1002a-l 
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MEMORANDUM 
FC 14 (01-25-23) 

TO: Board of Directors FROM: David Cahen 
 
SUBJECT: Risk Management Communication DATE: October 10, 2023 

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide you a with copy of recent Risk Management staff’s 
communication with parties/individuals that have filed a claim against Valley Water.  

Please find the following: 
 
1) September 11, 2023 – Letter acknowledging receipt of claim to Michael Duffy. 
2) September 14, 2023 – Claim Settlement letter to Charmaine and Man Leung (District 5) 
3) September 27, 2023 – Letter acknowledging receipt of claim to Miguel Alvarado-Martinez (District 

3) 
4) September 28, 2023 – Claim Settlement letter to John D. Teter (District 5)  
5) October 6, 2023 – Claim Settlement letter to Sharon Perry (District 5) 

 
 
For additional information, please contact me at 408-630-2652. 
 
 
 

______________ 
David Cahen 
Risk Manager 
Risk Management Unit 
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Michele King

From: Aram James 
Sent: Thursday, October 05, 2023 8:12 AM
To: Board of Directors; city.council@cityofpaloalto.org; julieforpaloalto@gmail.com; 

rebecca@privateclientlegal.com; hrc@cityofpaloalto.org; Ed.Shikada@cityofpaloalto.org
Subject: The largest dam removal in history stirs hopes of restoring California tribes’ way of life

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

*** This email originated from outside of Valley Water. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 

and know the content is safe. *** 

 
The largest dam removal in history stirs hopes of restoring California tribes’ way of life 
 
 
https://www.latimes.com/environment/story/2023‐10‐05/klamath‐dam‐removal‐tribes 

24



1

Michele King

Subject: FW: Mr. Beall

From: Chris K  > 
Sent: Tuesday, October 3, 2023 3:32:20 PM 
To: Jim Beall <JBeall@valleywater.org> 
Subject: Mr. Beall  
  

*** This email originated from outside of Valley Water. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 

and know the content is safe. *** 

 
Hello,  
 
I was recently contacted by Silicon Valley Water Company from a complaint I sent by email a couple months back about 
the homeless issues on Highway 87 and Willow. I know under the bridge is not your guys's issue, or your jurisdiction but 
along the Guadalupe River there are countless homeless people setting up camp, lighting fires, polluting the river with 
garbage and feces and I'm just plain sick and tired of it. My family immigrated here from Greece and I was born and 
raised in San Jose ever since. I'm trying to understand why you guys can't take these people out of the areas that you're 
in control of basically for trespassing. They're cutting these fences up to access private property. Please help me 
understand why the water department has no will to remedy these hazardous situations. Why can't they be arrested for 
trespassing, disturbing the peace and creating hazardous health situations that can and eventually WILL harm the 
public? The fencing on the land that's your responsibility as a company needs to be reinforced and needs to clearly be 
posted that anyone that trespasses will pay a fine and face jail time. I'm sure if you did this there wouldn't be so many 
break‐ins. You're probably not the only one in charge but who is going to have the courage in the backbone to stand up 
for the safety of this area and the environment it's affecting? Take your time, but I expect a response.  
 
Chris Kouretas 
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Michele King

From: Kelly Cure <kelly@skillful.ly>
Sent: Thursday, October 05, 2023 2:33 PM
To: Rebecca Eisenberg; Board of Directors
Subject: SVLG event follow-up - loved meeting you!

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

*** This email originated from outside of Valley Water. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 

and know the content is safe. *** 

 
Hi Rebecca! 
 
It was wonderful meeting you at the SVLG Women in AI event last week and chatting for a moment afterward (I also 
connected on LinkedIn). You brought the energy levels in the room up and I loved your comment to the panel!  
 
As a female founder in this space, I'd love to get to know you a bit more if you're up for a zoom/ coffee! Feel free to 
book directly here or send me your preferred times :)  
 
Briefly, my company Skillful.ly partners with Universities and Community Colleges across the country, helping students 
discover career pathways, gain skill badges and become overall more prepared and aware of their career options. We 
serve majority women and majority first gen college students.  
 
Cheers! 
 
Kelly 
 
 
 

 

Kelly Cure  
Co-founder, Head of Growth 
www.skillful.ly | LinkedIn 
 
Sent via Superhuman 
 

26





2

staff has initiated a process to have a third-party structural engineer perform a structural 
assessment of your property related to this project and should be in touch with you 
shortly to arrange next steps.   

  

For additional questions, please contact Bhavani Yerrapotu, Deputy Operating Officer 
for Watersheds Design and Construction Division at byerrapotu@valleywater.org 

  

Sincerely,  

  

 

  

Nai Hsueh 

Director, District 5 

  

C-23-0240 

  

  

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Paul Tatsuta  
Date: September 27, 2023 at 10:44:21 AM PDT 
To: Nai Hsueh <NHsueh@valleywater.org> 
Subject: Re: Calabazas Creek Rehabilitation Project 

*** This email originated from outside of Valley Water. Do not click links 
or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the 
content is safe. *** 
 
 
Thank you Ms. Hsueh. It sounds like their work has come to a close 
since the noise and pounding stopped after 90 minutes. I would 
appreciate any guidance you can provide with the understanding that 
before and after photos of the affected areas are unlikely and the cost of 
having a structural inspection may be out of reach for our budgets. 
Sincerely, 
Paul 
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On Sep 27, 2023, at 9:27 AM, Nai Hsueh 
<NHsueh@valleywater.org> wrote: 

  

Dear Mr. Tatsuta, 

Thank you for letting me know. I’ll talk to our staff who is 
responsible for this project, and get back to you and your 
neighbors soon. 

Nai Hsueh 

District 5 Director 

  

Sent from my iPad 

  

On Sep 27, 2023, at 8:29 AM, Paul 
Tatsuta  wrote: 

  

*** This email originated from outside of 
Valley Water. Do not click links or open 
attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. *** 

  

  

Good Morning Ms. Hsueh, 

I am writing to you this morning 
regarding the work on the Calabazas 
Creek that has been going on for the 
past several weeks. 

  

Specifically, I am very concerned about 
the damage to my home and the homes 
of my neighbors resulting from the 
repeated pounding of long steel plates 
into the floor of the creek behind our 
homes. This technique causes our 
homes to shake and vibrate at each 
strike of the equipment.  Bookcases and 
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pots & pans rattle and the walls slightly 
sway. 

  

When the crews began this process 
several weeks ago it was disturbing but 
it appeared it was only a brief episode 
that would be replaced by a different 
process that involved “drilling” into the 
soil rather than hammering the steel 
plates into the ground.  We were told 
that this technique was required 
because overhead power lines 
prevented the use of the drilling 
equipment in the area directly behind 
our homes. 

  

Since that time the “hammering” has 
occurred repeatedly and most recently 
last night from 6pm to 7pm and again at 
7:23am this morning. This installation 
process is exposing our homes to even 
harsher pounding that is shaking our 
homes as though we are experiencing 
repeated earthquakes. In speaking with 
one of the workers last night, it appears 
that different equipment is being used to 
conduct this pounding that is more 
powerful because they are trying to 
move more quickly due to their 
approaching deadline and they 
acknowledge that shock wave resulting 
from their pounding. 

  

I would note that the homes that are 
adjacent to the overhead power line 
have been exposed to the full impact of 
this process. We are older residents 
who are retired and home most of the 
day and have had to contend with the 
thought of how much damage is this 
work doing to our home. 

  

I would hope that the Water District 
would take steps to address our 
concerns. 

  

Any assistance that you can provide 
would be appreciated. 
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Thank you. 

  

  

Paul Tatsuta 
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Michele King

Subject: FW: Calabazas Creek Rehabilitation Project-

 

From: Candice Kwok‐Smith On Behalf Of Board of Directors 
Sent: Friday, October 6, 2023 10:24 AM 
To:   
Subject: Re: Calabazas Creek Rehabilitation Project‐2nd one 
 

  
Sent on Behalf of Director Hsueh: 
  
Dear Mr. Tatsuta, 
  
I understand Valley Water staff reached out to you and addressed your concerns 
regarding the excessive vibrations you experienced the night before and the early 
morning of 9/27/23 and assured you that the final steel pile installation work had 
concluded that morning. The vibrations were due to the use of the vibratory hammer 
technique for the installation of the piles, since the Giken Silent Piling technique could 
not be used due to the PG&E overhead wires. 
  
To address your concerns long term with regards to the foundation and structural 
integrity of your house and your request for a structural assessment to be performed, 
staff has initiated a process to have a third-party structural engineer perform a structural 
assessment of your property related to this project and should be in touch with you 
shortly to arrange next steps.   
  
For additional questions, please contact Bhavani Yerrapotu, Deputy Operating Officer 
for Watersheds Design and Construction Division at byerrapotu@valleywater.org 
  
Sincerely,  
  

 
  
Nai Hsueh 
Director, District 5 
  
C-23-0240 
  
  

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Paul Tatsuta <  
Date: September 27, 2023 at 10:44:21 AM PDT 
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To: Nai Hsueh <NHsueh@valleywater.org> 
Subject: Re: Calabazas Creek Rehabilitation Project 

*** This email originated from outside of Valley Water. Do not click 
links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender and know 
the content is safe. *** 
 
 
Thank you Ms. Hsueh. It sounds like their work has come to a close since 
the noise and pounding stopped after 90 minutes. I would appreciate 
any guidance you can provide with the understanding that before and 
after photos of the affected areas are unlikely and the cost of having a 
structural inspection may be out of reach for our budgets. 
Sincerely, 
Paul 
 
 
 
 

On Sep 27, 2023, at 9:27 AM, Nai Hsueh 
<NHsueh@valleywater.org> wrote: 

  

Dear Mr. Tatsuta, 

Thank you for letting me know. I’ll talk to our staff who 
is responsible for this project, and get back to you and 
your neighbors soon. 

Nai Hsueh 

District 5 Director 

  

Sent from my iPad 

  

On Sep 27, 2023, at 8:29 AM, Paul 
Tatsuta <  wrote: 

  

*** This email originated from outside 
of Valley Water. Do not click links or 
open attachments unless you recognize 
the sender and know the content is 
safe. *** 

  

  

Good Morning Ms. Hsueh, 

I am writing to you this morning 
regarding the work on the Calabazas 
Creek that has been going on for the 
past several weeks. 
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Specifically, I am very concerned about 
the damage to my home and the homes 
of my neighbors resulting from the 
repeated pounding of long steel plates 
into the floor of the creek behind our 
homes. This technique causes our 
homes to shake and vibrate at each 
strike of the equipment.  Bookcases and 
pots & pans rattle and the walls slightly 
sway. 

  

When the crews began this process 
several weeks ago it was disturbing but 
it appeared it was only a brief episode 
that would be replaced by a different 
process that involved “drilling” into the 
soil rather than hammering the steel 
plates into the ground.  We were told 
that this technique was required 
because overhead power lines 
prevented the use of the drilling 
equipment in the area directly behind 
our homes. 

  

Since that time the “hammering” has 
occurred repeatedly and most recently 
last night from 6pm to 7pm and again at 
7:23am this morning. This installation 
process is exposing our homes to even 
harsher pounding that is shaking our 
homes as though we are experiencing 
repeated earthquakes. In speaking with 
one of the workers last night, it appears 
that different equipment is being used 
to conduct this pounding that is more 
powerful because they are trying to 
move more quickly due to their 
approaching deadline and they 
acknowledge that shock wave resulting 
from their pounding. 

  

I would note that the homes that are 
adjacent to the overhead power line 
have been exposed to the full impact of 
this process. We are older residents 
who are retired and home most of the 
day and have had to contend with the 
thought of how much damage is this 
work doing to our home. 
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I would hope that the Water District 
would take steps to address our 
concerns. 

  

Any assistance that you can provide 
would be appreciated. 

  

Thank you. 

  

  

Paul Tatsuta 

 

 

 

  

  

36




