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Weeks of July 22 – August 4, 2023 

2. Fuel Management Policy and Wildfire Resiliency Plan

Valley Water is in the planning stages for the development of a Fuel Management Policy (Policy) 
and a Wildfire Resiliency Plan (WRP) that will incorporate wildfire planning efforts in an integrated 
and programmatic way to inform Valley Water's core business while considering our responsibility 
to protect our land rights and High Value Resources and Assets (HVRAs).  The WRP, which will 
focus on vegetation as a fuel source for wildfires, will provide land management approaches and 
recommended actions to reduce fire severity. It will protect sensitive ecological and cultural 
resources and support the ecological benefits of Santa Clara County's (SCC) riparian corridors 
and other identified Valley Water lands. 

Valley Water recognizes that a key component of a WRP is the utilization of a science-based risk 
framework to establish integrated risk profiles to guide operational decisions for wildfire risk 
mitigation. To that end, Valley Water's current efforts are focused on the development of a 
comprehensive risk assessment and modeling framework to delineate risk profiles associated with 
Valley Water land rights and HVRAs. This effort, which is anticipated to be completed in FY24, will 
then inform the continued development of the Policy and WRP. 

Throughout this effort Valley Water has been coordinating with both internal and external 
stakeholders to ensure a collaborative approach for the mitigation of wildfire risk throughout SCC. 
For example, Valley Water has been actively engaged with the SCC FireSafe Council as part of 
their effort to update the SCC Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP). Valley Water is a 
member of the CWPP Advisory Team and has provided input and direct engagement with the 
FireSafe Council and other participating agencies to support the CWPP update efforts. 

In recognition of the partnership and contributions by Valley Water staff, Valley Water's logo will 
be represented on the updated CWPP, once completed.  Valley Water will continue to engage 
with the SCC FireSafe Council and other external partners throughout the development and 
deployment of the WRP.  

For further information, please contact Luz Penilla at (408) 630-2228. 

3. Safe, Clean Water Mini-Grant Closeout: Science is Elementary’s SiE Books Creek
Cleanup Project

In FY 2021, Valley Water awarded Science is Elementary (Grantee) a $5,000 Safe, Clean Water 
Program D3 Mini-Grant for their Science is Elementary (SiE) Books Creek Cleanup Project 
(Project). Grantee completed the Project on April 15, 2022, and submitted the final invoice items 
on May 9, 2023, allowing for grant closeout.  

Science is Elementary is a nonprofit organization that provides innovative and high-quality 
science experiences to over 20,000 preschool and elementary school children living in low-
income communities. The project consisted of developing an illustrated book which teaches 
students about keeping creeks clean from hazardous materials. Each book includes an adult 
guide with a science background and questions for caregivers and the books were printed in 
English and Spanish languages. The project also included assembling hands-on science kits to 
encourage students to develop scientific reasoning skills and engage their creativity, which 
complemented the book. The books and kits were distributed to second graders in Mountain View 
and Santa Clara.  
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Key Outcomes: 
• Created a new book, Jasmine and Jose Clean a Creek, for second graders that discusses

creek cleanup of hazardous materials and includes hands-on science activities. The book
was printed in English and Spanish.

• Distributed 250 books and science kits to students and their families in Mountain View and
Santa Clara schools.

• Engaged with 21 teen volunteers and three adults to assemble kits for distribution.

For further information, please contact Donald Rocha at (408) 630-2338. 

4. Third Quarter Fiscal Year 2022-23 Financial Status Update

Valley Water’s third quarter Fiscal Year 2022-23 closed on March 31, 2023. The third quarter 
financial status update presentation summarizes cash and investment balances, the debt portfolio 
and includes a detailed comparison, and analysis, of the budget to actual status of revenues and 
expenditures for all funds as of March 31, 2023.  

The presentation was provided to the Board Audit Committee on June 21, 2023 and has been 
submitted to the Clerk of the Board as a Non-Agenda item for your reference. 

For further information, please contact Darin Taylor at (408) 630-3068. 
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Report Name: Board Member Requests

Request Request 
Date

Director BAO/Chief Staff Description 20 Days 
Due Date

Expected 
Completion

 Date

Disposition

I-23-0020 07/21/23 Eisenberg Gibson Lugo Director Eisenberg requests 
the following:
1. How much money in total 
is spent on sponsorships 
each year? 

a.Where is this in the 
budget? - marketing?
2. What is the process for 
choosing sponsors?  For 
example:

a.Who can bring a potential 
sponsor for consideration? 

b.What is the process to 
bring a potential sponsorship 
-- is it open to 
        anyone?  Staff? 
Directors?

c How are people - staff, 
directors, etc - made aware 
of sponsorships

d.What checks and 
balances are in place?

e.What is the donation
limit?

f.When does the Board
have to approve?

g.What are the guidelines
for how they are chosen?
3. What is a full list of our 
current sponsorships and 
how much have we spent on 
   each?
4. Approx how many tickets 
do we make available, and 
how many of those are used?
5. How are people made 
aware of the sponsorships?
6. Are Directors and others 
who may have reporting 
requirements asked to report 
   sponsorships when tickets 
have potentially reportable 
value?

08/10/23

I-23-0021 07/27/23 Eisenberg Callender Taylor Provide answers to Director 
Eisenberg’s questions listed 
in her 7/25/23 email 
regarding progressive 
taxation.

08/16/23
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MEMORANDUM 
FC 14 (02‐08‐19) 

 

TO: Clerk of the Board 
 

FROM: Ryan McCarter, PE 

Acting Deputy Operating 
Officer, Dam Safety and 
Capital Delivery Division 

 
SUBJECT: Valley Water’s Dams and Reservoirs – 

Responding to BMR No. R-23-0009 
DATE: July 25, 2023 

  

Staff has prepared the attached informational memo as requested. The memo explains 
the primary beneficial use of Valley Water's dams and reservoirs as local water supply 
sources that cannot be replaced. Hydropower facilities are one source of power 
generation that can be easily replaced. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment: Memorandum - Valley Water’s Dams and Reservoirs as Water Supply 
Facilities as Opposed to Hydropower Facilities (4 pages) 
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MEMORANDUM 
FC 14 (02‐08‐19) 

 

TO: Ryan McCarter, P.E., Acting Deputy Operating 
Officer 
 

FROM: Bassam Kassab, P.E., 
Water Supply Operations 
Manager 

 
SUBJECT: Valley Water’s Dams and Reservoirs as 

Water Supply Facilities as Opposed to 
Hydropower Facilities 

DATE: July 24, 2023 

  

This memo provides a brief overview of Valley Water’s ten dams and reservoirs in terms 
of their history and use. 

HISTORY  

In Santa Clara County, “agriculture became big business in the 1920s. Drought and seasonal 
flooding confronted the farmers with intolerable economic risks.” The farmers and Chamber of 
Commerce banded together “to meet the challenge of water resource needs of the twentieth 
century.”1 On November 5, 1929, election day, voters in the area of the proposed district in 
central Santa Clara County adopted the Water Conservation (Jones) Act by a majority vote of 
89.9 percent. Hence the Santa Clara Valley Water Conservation District (District), the 
predecessor of Valley Water, was formed to address the issues of falling groundwater levels, 
wells going dry, and land subsidence. 

Early District efforts focused on water storage and groundwater recharge as recommended by 
the pivotal “Santa Clara Valley Water Conservation Project” report prepared by Tibbetts and 
Keifer in 1921. In the 1930s, the newly formed District constructed six water conservation/supply 
dams. Almaden, Calero, Guadalupe, Stevens Creek, and Vasona dams were completed in 1935 
and Coyote Dam in 1936. Less than two decades later, Anderson Dam was inaugurated in 1950 
and Lenihan Dam’s construction was completed in 1952. Finally, as a result of merging with the 
Gavilan Water District in 1987, two more dams in South County, Chesbro and Uvas dams, were 
added to the system.  

 
1 Water in the Santa Clara Valley: A History. Edited by Seonaid McArthur and Cheryl Wessling. 2nd 

edition. Cupertino, California: California History Center & Foundation, 2005. (Local History Studies, 

volume 40.) 
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WATER SUPPLY RESERVOIRS 

Valley Water’s ten dams have water rights licenses granted by the State Water Resources 
Control Board, with priority dates ranging from 1931 to 1963. The water rights licenses specify 
that the beneficial use is for water supply (irrigation and domestic use). A few dams also have 
recreation or industrial as a beneficial use. Anderson’s water right licenses include power 
generation as a beneficial use as well. These ten dams impound rainfall-runoff water in canyons 
to form reservoirs. Water captured in reservoirs during the rainy season is released throughout 
the year to the creeks downstream for percolation into the ground and recharging the 
groundwater aquifers.  

Over the decades, Valley Water’s reservoirs played an essential role in the recovery of 
groundwater levels and storage in the Santa Clara and Llagas subbasins. Before the arrival of 
imported water to the Santa Clara County, the local surface water reservoirs were the sole 
source of supply for managed groundwater recharge.   

The first deliveries of imported water from the State Water Project (SWP) took place in the early 
1960s. Imported water supplemented local reservoir water to increase managed groundwater 
recharge in the Santa Clara Subbasin, balance pumping on the long term, and achieve 
groundwater sustainability. Furthermore, the SWP’s South Bay Aqueduct supplied Rinconada 
Water Treatment Plant in Los Gatos, the first water treatment plant in the valley. Deliveries of 
treated water helped with reducing groundwater pumping, thus treated water played the role of 
in-lieu groundwater recharge. Both managed and in-lieu recharge were needed to halt 
permanent land subsidence in North County and address seawater intrusion from San 
Francisco Bay. 

The raw water distribution system grew within the valley in the late 1970s and 1980s and 
connected the SWP and the San Felipe Division of the federal Central Valley Project (CVP) via 
a system of pipelines and pump stations. Anderson and Calero reservoirs were also connected 
to the raw water distribution system, which allowed these two reservoirs to directly supply the 
water treatment plants with raw water. In addition to these two terminal reservoirs that are 
connected to the raw water distribution system, there are two other terminal reservoirs, Coyote 
and Almaden reservoirs, that indirectly supply the water treatment plants via Anderson and 
Calero reservoirs, respectively. 

In summary, Valley Water’s ten reservoirs are first and foremost water supply facilities. 
Historically, Valley Water allowed most reservoirs to fill and spill in the winter season. Based on 
direction from past Valley Water Boards, staff developed flood risk reduction rule curves for 
eight reservoirs (excluding Vasona and Uvas reservoirs) to help with reducing the risk of 
flooding downstream while having minimal impact to water supply. Only one of Valley Water’s 
dams – Anderson Dam – has served as a hydropower generation facility, as discussed below.  
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HYDROPOWER CONSIDERATIONS 

In the late 1980s, Valley Water constructed an in-conduit hydropower facility, Anderson 
Hydroelectric Facility, about one-third of a mile downstream to Anderson Dam and started 
generating hydroelectricity in 1988. Obligation to meet downstream flows and groundwater 
recharge requirements in Coyote Creek dictate the amount of flow available for power 
generation at Anderson Hydroelectric Facility. Due to the restrictive flow regime and the front-
loaded rate structure of the 30-year Power Purchase Agreement, the yearly operations and 
maintenance (O&M) costs of the hydroelectric facility have consistently exceeded the revenue 
from the sale of energy to PG&E from 2002 through 2019. In addition to O&M costs, the facility 
needs rehabilitation and component replacement during the next two decades, the cost of which 
is estimated at about $3,000,000 according to Valley Water’s Asset Management Plan. After the 
2020 order from the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to lower Anderson 
Reservoir to deadpool level, staff performed a cost-benefit analysis on the Anderson 
Hydroelectric Facility and recommended decommissioning the facility. In its meeting of January 
26, 2021, the Board of Directors directed staff to take the necessary steps to seek approval from 
FERC to surrender and decommission the facility.2  

In general, Valley Water’s dams are not suitable for hydropower generation. They are a far cry 
from Hoover Dam with its majestic height and discharge or the four hydroelectric dams on 
Klamath River, which flows from Oregon to California. Unlike Valley Water’s water supply dams 
on flashy creeks, the Klamath River has an average discharge of about 17,000 cubic feet per 
second (cfs) and a minimum of about 1,300 cfs,3  which justified constructing hydropower dams 
on the mainstem of the Klamath River and its tributaries back in the twentieth century. However, 
due to the impacts on the salmon population, the Klamath Basin Restoration Agreement and the 
Klamath Hydroelectric Settlement Agreement, signed in 2010 and 2016, respectively, called for 
the removal of the four hydropower dams. Dam removal is scheduled for 2023 and 2024.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 Valley Water’s Board of Directors Meeting, January 26, 2021, Agenda Item 5.1.  

https://scvwd.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=4746000&GUID=87DA0215‐F4A3‐4BE1‐97BC‐

BCFB7D4592FF&Options=Advanced&Search=&FullText=1  

3 Retrieved from https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Klamath River on July 19, 2023. 
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CONCLUSION 

It may be justifiable to remove a dam that only provides hydropower as a beneficial use to 
benefit the fisheries because additional power could be produced from fossil fuels, nuclear 
power that has zero carbon emission, or ideally from renewable sources like wind and solar 
energy. However, removing any dams in the Santa Clara County is overwhelmingly 
disadvantageous. Valley Water’s dams form water supply reservoirs that are responsible for:  

 Halting historical land subsidence and preventing its recurrence;  
 Ensuring groundwater sustainability and providing clean, reliable water supply to two 

million residents and commuters, as well as businesses that are the economic engine of 
the Silicon Valley and the nation;  

 Reducing the risk of flooding in the valley; and 
 Ensuring having wetted streams yearlong for a healthy environment – fish, wildlife, and 

ecosystem.  

It is worth noting that the Klamath River dams, which are being removed, mainly provided 
hydropower as a beneficial use and there are other dams on the river that provide water supply 
benefits. This is in contrast with Valley Water's dams that mainly provide water supply and 
ecologic benefits, as well as incidental recreation and flood risk reduction benefits. 
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1

Michele King

Subject: FW: Add Santa Clara Valley?
Attachments: Engineers & Experts in Support (1).docx

 

From: Sandy Rosenthal <sandy@levees.org>  
Sent: Thursday, July 27, 2023 4:17 PM 
To: Richard Santos <rsantos@valleywater.org> 
Subject: Add Santa Clara Valley? 
 

*** This email originated from outside of Valley Water. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 

and know the content is safe. *** 

 
Hi Richard,   
 
It's come to our attention that Engineering Schools are not required by ABET to provide instruction on engineering 
failures and the lessons they teach to its graduates.  
 
In response, my organization, Levees.org will launch a campaign next month to change this. 
 
Would the Santa Clara Valley Water District be interested in adding its name in support of our initiative? Just a sentence on a 
letterhead is enough. Like this:  
 
The Santa Clara Valley Water District fully supports instruction on "engineering failures of the past and how to prevent 
them" be included in the curriculum of engineering schools so that engineers of the future do not repeat mistakes of the 
past.  
 
Or something like that?  
 
We are barely just getting started, but we have a list of experts and engineers in support. Attached. 
 
Sandy 
 
‐‐ 
 

 

Sandy Rosenthal  
Founder of Levees.org  

 Speaker. Author. Podcast Host.   
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May 11, 2023 

 

Engineers, past Flood Protection Authority-East commissioners and experts in support 

of Levees.org’s campaign to ensure that young engineering students in the U.S. receive 

instruction on engineering failures prior to graduation.  

 
 

 

Engineers 

 

J. David Rogers, Ph.D., P.E., P.G., C.E.G., C.HG., F.ASCE, F.GSA 
Karl F. Hasselmann Missouri Chair, Professor Geological Engineering, Missouri S&T 

 

Rune Storesund, DEng PE GE  
Consulting engineer SF Bay Area 

 

Stephen Ressler, P.E., Ph.D., Dist.M.ASCE, F.ASEE 
Past President, Lehigh Valley Section, American Society of Civil Engineers 

 

Matt McBride, P.E.  

 

Robert Bea 
Professor Emeritus, Center for Catastrophic Risk Management, University of California Berkeley 

 

Brett Hoffstadt, PMP, P.E. 
Engineer, Air Resources, California Air Resources Board 

 

 

Past Flood Protection Authority East commissioners 

 

Stephen Estopinal, P.E.  
Retired Land Surveyor/ Civil Engineer, former President of the SLFPA-East. Author.  

 

Wilton Paul Tilly III, P.E.  
Senior Civil Engineer, Vali Cooper International, past commissioner SLFPA-East.  

 

Rick Luettich, Jr.  
Professor and Director, U of N Carolina, UNC  

 

John M. Barry 
Author of The Great Influenza and Rising Tide 

 

G. Paul Kemp 
Principal, G. Paul Kemp & Associates LLC 

 

 

Experts in support 
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Robert Verchick 

Law Professor/President at Center for Progressive Reform. Fellow Harvard Radcliffe Institute 

 

Robert A. (Bob) Thomas  
Professor & Director, Center for Environmental Communication at Loyola University New Orleans 

 

Windell Curole 
served 42 years as south Lafourche levee director 

 

Ivor van Heerden 
Recipient of 2009 Joe Callaway Award for Civic Courage. Author "The Storm - What Went Wrong and Why 

during Hurricane Katrina with Mike Bryan (Penguin/Viking) 
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1

Michele King

From: Candice Kwok-Smith
Sent: Friday, July 28, 2023 4:52 PM
To: Michele King
Subject: FW: Add Santa Clara Valley?
Attachments: FPA-East Engineering Curriculum - UL at Lafayette 1.pdf

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Hi Michele,  
 
Here is an additional email regarding the levees and an attachment.  
 
Thanks, 
Candice 
 
 
 

From: Sandy Rosenthal <sandy@levees.org>  
Sent: Friday, July 28, 2023 4:22 PM 
To: Richard Santos <rsantos@valleywater.org> 
Subject: Re: Add Santa Clara Valley? 
 

*** This email originated from outside of Valley Water. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 

and know the content is safe. *** 

 

Richard,  
 
We also approached the Southeast Flood Protection Authority East in 
April. After our request for support, the Authority sent a letter to every 
engineering school in Louisiana. A copy is attached.   
 

Sandy 
 
 
‐‐ 
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Sandy Rosenthal  
Founder of Levees.org  

 Speaker. Author. Podcast Host.   
   

                         

 

 

 

 
 
On Thu, Jul 27, 2023 at 9:08 PM Sandy Rosenthal <sandy@levees.org> wrote: 

Thank you!   
Warmly,  
Sandy 
 
‐‐ 
 

 

 

Sandy Rosenthal  
Founder of Levees.org  

 Speaker. Author. Podcast Host.   
   

                         

 

 

 

 
 
On Thu, Jul 27, 2023 at 7:52 PM Richard Santos <rsantos@valleywater.org> wrote: 

I will send this to our Chief Officer, for them to respond, thanks, R Santos 

  

From: Sandy Rosenthal <sandy@levees.org>  
Sent: Thursday, July 27, 2023 4:17 PM 
To: Richard Santos <rsantos@valleywater.org> 
Subject: Add Santa Clara Valley? 
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*** This email originated from outside of Valley Water. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 

and know the content is safe. *** 

  

Hi Richard,   

  

It's come to our attention that Engineering Schools are not required by ABET to provide instruction on engineering 
failures and the lessons they teach to its graduates.  

  

In response, my organization, Levees.org will launch a campaign next month to change this. 

  

Would the Santa Clara Valley Water District be interested in adding its name in support of our initiative? Just a sentence on a 
letterhead is enough. Like this:  

  

The Santa Clara Valley Water District fully supports instruction on "engineering failures of the past and how to prevent 
them" be included in the curriculum of engineering schools so that engineers of the future do not repeat mistakes of 
the past.  

  

Or something like that?  

  

We are barely just getting started, but we have a list of experts and engineers in support. Attached. 

  
Sandy 
 

‐‐ 

  

 

Sandy Rosenthal  

Founder of Levees.org  

 Speaker. Author. Podcast Host.   
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22



23



1

Michele King

From: Aja Yee <aja@keepcoyotecreekbeautiful.org>
Sent: Friday, July 28, 2023 12:58 PM
To: Board of Directors; Linh Hoang; Meghan Azralon
Subject: 8/27 BioBlitz at Hellyer Park
Attachments: 230827-BioBlitz-Flyer.jpg; 230827-BioBlitz-IG Post.jpg

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

*** This email originated from outside of Valley Water. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 

and know the content is safe. *** 

 
Hello!  
 
Keep Coyote Creek Beautiful is having a BioBlitz at Hellyer Park on 8/27. Please share the information below with your 
constituents. We look forward to seeing new faces from your council districts! 
 
 
****************************** 
Summer BioBlitz at Hellyer Park 
Location: 996 Hellyer Ave, Cottonwood Lake ‐ Southwest trail entrance, San Jose, CA 95111 
Sun Aug 27th 
9AM‐11AM 
 
Join Keep Coyote Creek Beautiful, Bioblitz.club, Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society, and POST for a BioBlitz! A BioBlitz is 
an event that focuses on finding and identifying as many species as possible in a specific area over a short period of 
time. At a BioBlitz, scientists, families, students, teachers, and other community members work together to get an 
overall count of the plants, animals, fungi, and other organisms that live in a place. 
 
Join the BioBlitz at Hellyer Park where you and experts come together to explore and document observations of all living 
things in a short period of time. 
 
Docents will guide you and teach you to use the iNaturalist app on your smartphone to record all the living things you 
encounter. Flowers, trees, butterflies, dragonflies, and beetles, birds, and squirrels. We love them all ‐ now let's go find 
them! 
 
In partnership with Bioblitz.club, Santa Clara Valley Audubon Society, and Peninsula Open Space Trust 
 
RSVP: https://bit.ly/230827‐bioblitz 
 
 
Aja Yee 
Event Coordinator 
Keep Coyote Creek Beautiful 
650-246-4769 
www.keepcoyotecreekbeautiful.org 
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Michele King

From: Danny Garza >
Sent: Wednesday, July 26, 2023 7:49 PM
To: Peter Ortiz; Zoe Lofgren; dave cortese; ash kalra; Supervisor Cindy Chavez; The Office of Mayor Matt 

Mahan; Jennifer Maguire; Capilla, Morgan (she/her/hers)
Cc: John Wolfenden
Subject: Oil in Lower Silver Creek from the Alum Rock Avenue Gutters

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

*** This email originated from outside of Valley Water. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 

and know the content is safe. *** 
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Honorable Councilman Peter Ortiz,   
 
As you can clearly see, the Lower Silver Creek Drain Water from the Alum Rock Avenue outlet, are darker colored with 
Oil and other Chemical from all of the Automotive Mechanic Garages, the Tire Sales and Repair Services, the Fuel 
Storage Yard, 2075 Alum Rock Avenue(Diesel Station Spill Site), just to name a few Polluters. 
 
In a rain event the Gutters on Alum Rock Avenue and Sunset have Rainbows in them from the Oils and other Chemicals 
floating on the Rain Water washing into Lower Silver Creek, to Coyote Creek and to the San Francisco Bay.  
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This is Pollution at the Start of the Problem. 
 
In the Image above, the Construction Crew at 2075 Alum Rock Avenue were blowing and sweeping the Pollution  from 
the Diesel Spill Site there, where the leaky Tanks were being removed ‐ they were moving the Pollution Soils and Dust 
Particulates onto Alum Rock Avenue and eventually into Lower Silver Creeck as the Darker Water above. 
 
Once the Tanks were removed, they were not wrapped and encapsulated.  
 
Honorable Councilman Peter Ortiz, we are getting poisoned. 
 
Let's figure out away to correct this negative situation for the Improvement of our quality of life and the Health of our 
Families. 
 
In Community Spirit,  
Danny Garza  
President  
Plata Arroyo Neighborhood Association and Gateway East N.A.C.  
 

Sent from Yahoo Mail on Android 
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Michele King

From: Jennifer Codianne
Sent: Sunday, July 30, 2023 8:26 PM
To: Ron Cachopo
Cc: Cecilia Rocha; Board of Directors; Diana Martin
Subject: Re: Broken fence along Saratoga Creek - 1400 Bowe Ave - Santa Clara

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

Yes, it is on schedule to be buttoned up with a section of expanded metal which is more durable and harder to cut. We 
will continue to button up each area with expanded metal as they are cut. We have been communicating with Diana on 
this issue and hope to get the work done this week. It is our instream construction season in the creeks so maintenance 
crews are very busy, thank you for your patience and understanding! 
Thanks, 
Jen 

Sent from my iPad 
 
 

On Jul 30, 2023, at 7:40 PM, Ron Cachopo <  wrote: 

  

*** This email originated from outside of Valley Water. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 

recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 

 
Hi Jen, 
 
Is it possible to button up the broken fence to the left hand side of the Main Entrance Gate of our 
complex? 
 
Thanks, Ron P. Cachopo 
 
Santa Clara Hampton Place 
 
1400 Bowe Ave  
Santa Clara, CA 95051 
 
On Sunday, July 30, 2023 at 07:33:03 PM PDT, Jennifer Codianne <jcodianne@valleywater.org> wrote:  
 
 
Hi Ron, 
We will send someone to retrieve the pallet. 
Thanks for letting us know. 
Jen 

 
From: Ron Cachopo <  
Sent: Sunday, July 30, 2023 6:21 PM 
To: Jennifer Codianne <JCodianne@valleywater.org> 
Cc: Cecilia Rocha <CRocha@valleywater.org>; Board of Directors <board@valleywater.org>; Diana 
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Martin <dmartin@commoninterest.com> 
Subject: Re: Broken fence along Saratoga Creek ‐ 1400 Bowe Ave ‐ Santa Clara  
  

*** This email originated from outside of Valley Water. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 

recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 

 
Hi Jen, 
 
On additional observation on the Saratoga Creek Fence. 
 
Noticed where the new Gate was installed a wooden pallet next to the inside of the fence so someone 
could climb up and down the fence more easily. 
 
Is it possible to remove this pallet to inhibit easy access to the creek? 
 
Thanks, Ron P. Cachopo 
 
Santa Clara Hampton Place 
 
1400 Bowe Ave  
Santa Clara, CA 95051 
 
On Sunday, July 30, 2023 at 06:09:35 PM PDT, Ron Cachopo <  wrote:  
 
 
Hi Jen, 
 
Noticed arriving home from shopping late Sunday afternoon a large opening in the Saratoga Creek 
Fence. 
 
The opening is located to the left hand side of our main entrance complex gate.  (PS:  There is an 
abandoned Shopping Cart near the opening.) 
 
Can you have someone take a look and button it up? 
 
Thanks, Ron P. Cachopo 
 
Santa Clara Hampton Place 
 
1400 Bowe Ave  
Santa Clara, CA 95051 
 
 
On Tuesday, June 20, 2023 at 05:30:40 PM PDT, Ron Cachopo <  wrote:  
 
 
Hi Jen, 
 
Leaving for work this morning and noticed the Fence Gate entering into the Saratoga Creek was ripped 
open on the bottom allowing easy access to the Saratoga Creek.  (The Damaged Gate is located across 
from our Automatic Gate closest to the Moon Lite Shopping Center.   
 
Is it possible to have someone take a look and make the repair? 
 
Thanks, Ron P. Cachopo 
 
Santa Clara Hampton Place 
 
1400 Bowe Ave   
Santa Clara, CA 95051 
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On Saturday, April 1, 2023 at 12:57:15 PM PDT, Ron Cachopo <  wrote:  
 
 
Hi Jen, 
 

I E-mailed you back on March 11, 2023 regarding open piece of fence along the Saratoga Creek on 1400 
Bowe Ave, Santa Clara. 

  

My brother noticed returning home from shopping on Saturday April 1, 2023 a piece of open fence along 
the Saratoga Creek  across the Moonlite Shopping Center side gate entrance on our Santa Clara 
Hampton Place Condominium Complex. 

  

Our Manager for the Santa Clara Hampton Place Complex is Diana Martin at Common Interest.  (I have 
cc'd here on this E-mail). 

  

Is it possible to have someone button up the fence? 

  

Thanks, Ron P. Cachopo  

Santa Clara Hampton Place 

1400 Bowe Ave  
Santa Clara CA 95051 
 
 
On Saturday, March 11, 2023 at 12:35:54 PM PST, Ron Cachopo <  wrote:  
 
 
Hi Jen, 
 

I E-mailed you back on October 29, 2022 regarding open piece of fence along the Saratoga Creek on 
1400 Bowe Ave, Santa Clara. 

  

My brother noticed returning home from shopping on Saturday March 11,2023 a piece of open fence 
along the Saratoga Creek  across the Moonlite Shopping Center side gate entrance on our Santa Clara 
Hampton Place Condominium Complex. 

  

Our Manager for the Santa Clara Hampton Place Complex is Diana Martin at Common Interest.  (I have 
cc'd here on this E-mail). 
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Is it possible to have someone button up the fence? 

  

Thanks, Ron P. Cachopo 

  

Santa Clara Hampton Place 

 1400 Bowe Ave  

Santa Clara, CA 95051 

 
 
 
 
On Monday, October 31, 2022 at 01:18:55 PM PDT, Jennifer Codianne <jcodianne@valleywater.org> 
wrote:  
 
 

HI Ron, 

Staff will investigate and I will get back to you as soon as I know more. 

Thanks, 

Jen 

  

From: Ron Cachopo <   
Sent: Saturday, October 29, 2022 12:44 PM 
To: Jennifer Codianne <JCodianne@valleywater.org> 
Cc: Cecilia Rocha <CRocha@valleywater.org>; Board of Directors <board@valleywater.org>; Diana 
Martin <dmartin@commoninterest.com> 
Subject: Broken fence along Saratoga Creek - 1400 Bowe Ave - Santa Clara 

  

*** This email originated from outside of Valley Water. Do not click links or open attachments 

unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 

  

Hi Jen, 

  

I E-mailed you back on July 28, 2021 regarding Homeless People entering the fence along the Saratoga 
Creek on 1400 Bowe Ave, Santa Clara. 
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My brother noticed returning home from work on Thursday 10-27-22 people entering a piece of broken 
fence along the Saratoga Creek by the telephone pole across the main entrance on our Santa Clara 
Hampton Place Condominium Complex. 

  

Our Manager for the Santa Clara Hampton Place Complex is Diana Martin at Common Interest.  (I have 
cc'd here on this E-mail). 

  

Is it possible to have someone button up the fence? 

  

Thanks, Ron P. Cachopo 

  

Santa Clara Hampton Place 

  

1400 Bowe Ave  

Santa Clara, CA 95051 

  

 

1  
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Michele King

Subject: FW: Perk Pond on Helmsley

From: rjzambo@   
Sent: Friday, July 28, 2023 4:19 PM 
To: Richard Santos <rsantos@valleywater.org> 
Subject: Re: Perk Pond on Helmsley 
  

*** This email originated from outside of Valley Water. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the sender 

and know the content is safe. *** 

  

Hi,  Thanks for responding re. the weeds at the Helmsley Perk Pond.    I also heard from someone 
else within the Water Dept. that you contacted re. the weeds.   Nothing has been done.   I talked with 
a neighbor yesterday and she walks her dog and has to cross the street to avoid that area because 
there is some weed that can get into the dog's eye.   I will include a pic to show you.    Help.         
  
Thanks again. 
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Judie Zamborelli
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On Saturday, July 8, 2023 at 03:58:42 PM PDT, Richard Santos <rsantos@valleywater.org> wrote:  
  
  

Hi, thanks, I have to find out is it all our property and I will have staff take care of it, either way, Rich Santos 

  

From: rjzambo@   
Sent: Saturday, July 8, 2023 3:45 PM 
To: Richard Santos <rsantos@valleywater.org> 
Subject: Perk Pond on Helmsley 

  

*** This email originated from outside of Valley Water. Do not click links or open attachments unless you 

recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 

  

Hi Richard, 

  

My annual reminder about the Perk Pond on Helmsley Drive.   

  

First off  the goats did a great job of eating away all the weeds within the fenced Perk Pond.  All of us 
neighbors truly enjoyed watching them.    However on the Helmsley side of the pond there  are a lot 
of unsightly weeds outside of the fenced area and also along the curb and sidewalk. 

  

We would appreciate it if you could send out a few guys to finish up the job.    

  

Thank you again. 

  

Judie Zamborelli (a BCAC member)    
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Michele King

Subject: FW: Issues with identifying responsibility for cleaning up homeless encampments and tree trimming 
in creeks

Attachments: Stream Maintenance and Property Management Fact Sheet.pdf

 

From: Candice Kwok‐Smith On Behalf Of Board of Directors 
Sent: Friday, July 28, 2023 4:43 PM 
To: 'mkeefhaver@ < > 
Subject: Re: Issues with identifying responsibility for cleaning up homeless encampments and tree trimming in creeks 
 

Sent on Behalf of Directors Hsueh and Santos: 
  
Dear Michele, 
  
Thank you for concerns regarding tree and encampment management along creeks in Santa 
Clara County. It’s always nice to hear from our retirees (and a former colleague) under any 
circumstance. Unfortunately, there is not a singular entity in charge of the creeks and property 
owners whose land extends into the creek have a primary role. Valley Water owns or has 
access to maintain approximately 294 miles of the 800 miles of the creeks and rivers in Santa 
Clara County.  The remaining stretches of creeks are owned by Santa Clara County, private 
entities, cities in which the creeks are located, and other public agencies. Valley Water 
maintains property where it has built projects and possesses land rights.   
                                                                                                                                                         
                         
We’ve attached a fact sheet that identifies Valley Water’s role in stream maintenance, and you 
may review Valley Water ownership on our website by using the following 
link: https://gis.valleywater.org/FeeEasement/. The green areas show lands owned in fee title 
the yellow areas show land held in easement.  Activities in the creek regardless of ownership 
are further regulated by state and federal regulatory agencies.  
  
As discussed on the phone with Deputy Officer Jennifer Codianne, the lands surrounding your 
HOA are mostly held in easement by Valley Water, this means that the underlying property 
owner is responsible for maintenance of standing trees and that Valley Water may take action if 
downed trees are blocking the main creek channel across most of the cross section and are 
large/high enough to push the water over the banks. Valley Water does hold some fee title in 
this area, please continue to submit Access Valley Water (AVW) cases when there are tree 
concerns and staff will investigate responsibility and respond based on land rights held. 
  
In regards, to the tree located near Homestead Road, Valley Water did receive an AVW from 
the City of Cupertino on this tree. It is currently on schedule to be pruned; however current 
efforts are prioritizing hazard tree removals.  
  
Lastly, the trash and encampments located on Berryessa Creek near Ames Avenue are located 
on lands where Valley Water holds easement to maintain flood protection structures and flow 
conveyance. Trash removal and encampment management are landowner responsibilities, an 
email was sent to the property owner alerting them of your concerns. 
  
In the future if you need to report other concerns to Valley Water, you may also use our online 
system at https://access.valleywater.org/s/. 
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Please contact Deputy Operating Officer Jen Codianne at jcodianne@valleywater.org for follow 
up information. 

Thanks again for contacting us and we hope you are enjoying your retirement.  

Sincerely, 

                                    
 
Nai Hsueh                                                      Richard Santos 
Director, District 5                                          Director, District 3 
                                                                        (408) 234-7707 
C-23-0189 

From: MICHELE KEEFHAVER <   
Sent: Monday, July 24, 2023 4:50 PM 
To: Rick Callender <rcallender@valleywater.org>; Richard Santos 
<rsantos@valleywater.org>; Nai Hsueh <NHsueh@valleywater.org> 
Subject: Issues with identifying responsibility for cleaning up homeless encampments 
and tree trimming in creeks 
  

*** This email originated from outside of Valley Water. Do not click links or open attachments 

unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe. *** 

  

Hello,  
   
As a former employee of Santa Clara Valley Water for eighteen years, I 
am compelled to share some frustration I have been experiencing when 
making requests through Access Valley Water for creek maintenance.  
   
About a month ago, I asked that some large trees extending over a private 
street in my townhouse complex (Glenoaks Park Villas in Cupertino of 
which I am an HOA Board Member) be trimmed. I was informed via a 
phone call, that these trees were the HOA responsibility, even though they 
are on the creek side of a wrought iron fence on which "No Trespassing 
Signs" are posted by SCVWD.  These trees were extremely overgrown 
and posed a hazard to our homeowners.  In fact one tree fell on and 
damaged the fence last March.  I worked with the Risk Management Unit 
and was able to get reimbursed for half the cost to repair, which was 
appreciated.  The Glenoaks Park Villas HOA then paid $1800 to have the 
overhanging limbs trimmed back from over the street.  I was expecting a 
more "Good Neighbor Policy" in dealing with these overgrown trees.   
   
I then reported a tree near Homestead Rd in Cupertino at the top of 
Stevens Creek creek bed that has grown out over Homestead and blocks 
the street sign.  I also reported that it was blocking the street light in that 
location.  Again, I was told that it was not SCVWD's responsibility to trim 
this tree.  
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Also, I volunteer at the Humane Society of Silicon Valley on Ames Ave. in 
Milpitas.  Over the last four months a homeless encampment has grown 
on the banks of Berryessa Creek where Ames Ave. crosses the 
creek.   There are clothes, cardboard and garbage littering the creek in 
this area.  I reported this through Access Valley Water and got a phone 
call saying that this area is not the responsibility of SCVWD.  I was told 
that the parcel was maintained by Union Pacific Railroad.  I then reached 
out to Union Pacific and after some research on their end, it was 
determined that maintenance of this canal belongs to SCVWD.  I was in 
the area today and nothing has changed. Please see the forwarded emails 
below.  I have also attached some pictures I took of the litter in the area.  
   
These examples of creek maintenance in Cupertino and Milpitas are not 
consistent with the District's Clean, Safe Creeks Program.  I think SCVWD 
can do better.  
   
Regards,  
   
Michele Keefhaver  

‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐ Original Message ‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐‐  
From: MICHAEL IANNONE <mjiannon@up.com>  
To: Michele Keefhaver    
Date: 07/21/2023 7:39 AM PDT  
Subject: FW: CNB2307‐0034 AMES AV APN# 08630060  
   
   

Michele, 

  

After research the drainage ditch ownership it has been found to be an 
easement agreement with the Santa Clara Valley Water District which 
states, they are to maintain this area. Santa Clara Water District has 
been notified to address the trespasser encampments & their 
associated debris in the drainage ditch. 

  

Mike 

  

  

<image001.png> 

Michael Iannone 

Police Supervisor-Safety 

Union Pacific Railroad  
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NorCal Service Unit 

Phone: 888 877 7267 

Email: mjiannon@up.com 

  

  

  

  

From: Mary Johnson <mary.johnson@up.com>  
Sent: Friday, July 21, 2023 5:43 AM 
To: MICHAEL IANNONE <mjiannon@up.com>; Anna Kulig 
<anna.kulig@up.com>; Conner Dvorak <conner.dvorak@up.com>; Kylie 
Eker <kylie.eker@up.com> 
Cc: Jasmine Gary <jgary@up.com>; Patrick Taguchi 
<ptaguchi@milpitas.gov> 
Subject: RE: CNB2307‐0034 AMES AV APN# 08630060 

  

Good morning, Michael, 

  

We do own the parcel # 08630060; however, it is the parcel slightly to 
the North of what you have screenshotted below. Regardless, there is 
an easement in place with the Santa Clara Valley Water District that 
requires they maintain this area. I have a contact with the water district, 
and I will forward the photos and notice their way. 

Please let me know if I can answer any other questions. 

  

Best regards, 

<image002.png> 

Mary Johnson 

Real Estate 

  

PHONE: 402-544-8562 | EMAIL: mary.johnson@up.com 

1400 Douglas St. Stop 1690 Omaha, NE 68179 
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From: MICHAEL IANNONE <mjiannon@up.com>  
Sent: Thursday, July 20, 2023 5:21 PM 
To: Mary Johnson <mary.johnson@up.com>; Anna Kulig 
<anna.kulig@up.com> 
Cc: Jasmine Gary <jgary@up.com>; Patrick Taguchi 
<ptaguchi@milpitas.gov> 
Subject: FW: CNB2307‐0034 AMES AV APN# 08630060 

  

Mary & Anna, 

  

Would you be able to assist me with a UP Property line check into a City 
of Milpitas Code Enforcement Violation of APN #08630060 The city is 
claiming per their GIS UPRR owns the drainage ditch which has non 
UPRR gates/fence with posted Santa Clara Water District signs. The 
UPRR Atlas shows UPRR does not own the drainage ditch where all the 
trespasser & encampments are located. 

  

  

<image007.png> 

  

Thanks Mike 

  

  

From: Patrick Taguchi <ptaguchi@milpitas.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, July 20, 2023 12:19 PM 
To: Jasmine Gary <jgary@up.com>; MICHAEL IANNONE 
<mjiannon@up.com> 
Subject: CNB2307‐0034 AMES AV APN# 08630060 

  

 * PROCEED WITH CAUTION ‐ This email 
was sent from outside the Company * 

Good Afternoon, 
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Attached is a copy of the Notice to Abate letter and photos of several 
homeless encampments on Union Pacific Railroad property that I am 
mailing out today.  The homeless encampments are located off of Ames 
Avenue in the City of Milpitas next to Ames Business Park.  I will be 
doing a follow‐up inspection on the site after August 4th, 2023. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thank you, 

<image008.png>      

Patrick Taguchi 
Sr. Code Enforcement Officer 

Building Safety & Housing Dept. 

Phone (408) 586‐3277 Fax (408) 586‐3305 

Cell (408) 515‐0939 
Email ptaguchi@milpitas.gov 
455 E Calaveras Blvd., Milpitas CA 95035 
www.ci.milpitas.ca.gov 
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This email and any attachments may contain information that is 
confidential and/or privileged for the sole use of the intended recipient. 
Any use, review, disclosure, copying, distribution or reliance by others, 
and any forwarding of this email or its contents, without the express 
permission of the sender is strictly prohibited by law. If you are not the 
intended recipient, please contact the sender immediately, delete the e‐
mail and destroy all copies.  

<Stream Maintenance and Property Management Fact Sheet.pdf> 
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