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CEO BULLETIN 
 

To:   Board of Directors 
From:  Rick L. Callender, CEO 

 

Weeks of January 21 – February 3, 2022 
Board Executive Limitation Policy EL-7: 
The Board Appointed Officers shall inform and support the Board in its work. Further, a BAO shall 1) inform the 
Board of relevant trends, anticipated adverse media coverage, or material external and internal changes, 
particularly changes in the assumptions upon which any Board policy has previously been established and 2) 
report in a timely manner an actual or anticipated noncompliance with any policy of the Board. 

Item IN THIS ISSUE 

1 
California Water Efficiency Partnership's CivicSpark Fellow leads development 
of Valley Water and BAWSCA's Leak Detection and Repair Certification Training 
Program Framework 

2 New Articulated Boom Crane Provides Increased Safety for Staff and Public 

3 

Hsueh
Response to comments by Mr. Mulligan regarding whether a CEQA analysis was 
conducted to analyze potential impacts from wild boars at the Anderson 
Reservoir. 
R-22-0001 

1. California Water Efficiency Partnership's CivicSpark Fellow leads development of Valley 
Water and BAWSCA's Leak Detection and Repair Certification Training Program 
Framework. 

CivicSpark is a Governor’s Initiative AmeriCorps Program administered by the Local Government 
Commission that builds capacity for local governments to address emerging environmental and 
social equity resilience challenges such as climate change, water resource management, affordable 
housing, and mobility. Valley Water has had several excellent CivicSpark Fellows who worked on 
the Climate Change Action Plan, One Water Plan, and water temperature modeling. 
  
As a non-governmental organization, California Water Efficiency Partnership (CalWEP) requires 
public agencies to volunteer as "service recipients" in order to receive a CivicSpark Fellow (Fellow). 
Being listed as a service recipient does not require any financial or time commitment. In September 
2021, CalWEP requested Valley Water's support as a service recipient to help CalWEP receive a 
Fellow. The Fellow was awarded in October 2021 and as the service recipient, the Fellow was 
assigned to work on several of Valley Water's water conservation programs, including the Valley 
Water and Bay Area Water Supply and Conservation Agency (BAWSCA) partnership to develop a 
Leak Detection and Repair Certification Training Program Framework.   
  
In December 2021, CalWEP's Fellow provided Valley Water with a progress report of their high-
level research of current leak detection trainings available in California. The Fellow also created 
lists of leak detection experts, plumbers and landscapers that will be used to attract focus group 
members. The Fellow will be responsible for summarizing qualitative data from this research that 
will be used for developing the training program framework, including assessing interest in a 
regional training program to educate professionals in detecting and repairing leaks. 
 
For further information, please contact Kirsten Struve at (408) 630-3138.
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2. New Articulated Boom Crane Provides Increased Safety for Staff and Public 
 
Valley Water field operations staff are often faced with a unique set of challenges when removing 
woody debris from creeks and reservoirs. Staff must attempt to safely operate mobile cranes along 
narrow creek access roads and near trees with large canopies. Traditional stick/telescopic cranes 
have presented limitations and challenges when operating under these conditions. Recognizing an 
opportunity for improvement, Valley Water purchased an articulated boom crane that is easier to 
maneuver into places where conventional lifting equipment has difficulty accessing. 
 
One of the major benefits of using an articulated boom crane is its ability to lift materials and debris 
horizontally, allowing for safe operations during low clearance and tight space applications. These 
added benefits allow operators and field maintenance staff to perform their tasks along high-risk 
areas more efficiently while providing increased safety for staff and the public. 
 
Seven Valley Water field operations staff received articulated boom crane training and certification 
by American Crane Training January 24-28, 2022. Attendees completed classroom instruction, 
practical exercises, skills verification and testing, and a written test administered by the National 
Commission for the Certification of Crane Operators. 
 
For further information, please contact Tina Yoke at (408) 630-2385.

 
 
3. Hsueh 

Response to comments by Mr. Mulligan regarding whether a CEQA analysis was 
conducted to analyze potential impacts from wild boars at the Anderson Reservoir. 
R-22-0001 

 
At the January 11, 2022 Board meeting, the Board heard comments from Mr. Mulligan questioning 
whether Valley Water has or had an obligation under CEQA to analyze potential impacts from wild 
boars as a result of draining of the Anderson Reservoir.  The Board asked staff to investigate this 
CEQA issue.    
 
In response to the Board’s request, Deputy Operating Officer John Bourgeois prepared a 
memorandum which was distributed as a handout for the January 25, 2022 Board meeting.  As 
explained in the memorandum, CEQA requires environmental review before a lead agency makes 
a discretionary decision. In this case, the Board’s discretionary decision to approve the FERC Order 
Compliance Project (FOCP), which resulted in draining of the reservoir, was determined to be 
statutorily exempt from CEQA. Therefore, no CEQA review of reservoir draining impacts from the 
FOCP was or is required.   
 
Staff also explained in the memorandum that feral pigs are present year-round in the county and, 
as populations of these prolific breeders expand, sightings and other public interactions are on the 
rise as they venture further into the wildland-urban interface. Conditions may be exacerbated during 
conditions of drought when feral pigs may venture into the urban/residential areas in search of water 
and food.  However, staff understands the residents’ concerns and indicates in the memorandum 
that during future review of projects near the reservoir, such as the Anderson Dam Seismic Retrofit 
Project, Valley Water will consider whether this is an impact associated with our project and if so, 
Valley Water will comply with CEQA and include the analysis in its CEQA document.   
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After hearing additional public comments and further discussion at the January 25, 2022 Board 
meeting, the Board asked that staff return with information about whether the feral pigs are a public 
safety issue caused by Valley Water and, if so, to identify potential solutions.  As feral pigs have 
been observed in many cities around the Bay Area region, as a first step, Valley Water will contact 
officials at the California Department of Fish and Wildlife, local municipal authorities, and nearby 
land managers to understand their experiences with feral pigs in their regions.  Valley Water will 
make specific inquiries into potential public safety concerns, the types of pig management practices 
these entities might have implemented, and the level of success of those practices. 
 
Four further information, please contact John Bourgeois at (408)630-2990.
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Outlook as of February 1, 2022

Local Reservoirs

Groundwater

continued on back

• Total February 1 storage = 43,894 acre-feet

(1) Per the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s order, the capacity of Anderson Reservoir was restricted to the deadpool 
storage of about 3,050 AF. The total restricted capacity for all ten reservoirs is 62,592 acre-feet. 

• Approximately 34 acre-feet of imported water delivered into Calero Reservoir during  
January 2022

• Total estimated releases to streams (local and imported water) during January were           
7,770 acre-feet (based on preliminary hydrologic data)

• Groundwater conditions have improved recently due to seasonal recovery, emergency 
imported water supplies, and water use reduction by the community.  However, groundwater 
levels in many monitoring wells are still lower compared to this time last year.  While current 
groundwater storage is estimated to be in the lower range of Stage 1 (Normal) of the Water 
Shortage Contingency Plan, groundwater levels and storage are expected to decline with 
continued dry conditions

A monthly assessment of trends in water supply and use for Santa Clara County, California

Weather

July 2021

Water Tracker

• Rainfall in San José:
 » Month of January, City of San José = 0 inches
 » Rainfall year total =  7.64 inches or 99% of average to date (rainfall year is July 1 to June 30)

• Snowfall in the Northern Sierra:
 » February 1 snowpack was 90% of normal for this date and 58% of April 1 average

Drought conditions have improved slightly with Santa Clara County now in a severe drought and most of California in 
a moderate to severe drought. On January 20, 2022, the California Department of Water Resources announced the 
increase of the State Water Project allocations from 0% to 15% of contract, plus possible adjustment for human health 
and safety. Valley Water will rely more on imported water and water conservation in the next 10 years while Anderson 
Reservoir storage is unavailable. The Board of Directors declared a water shortage emergency in June 2021 and called 
for water use restrictions of 15% relative to 2019. Many cities and retailers have enacted water use prohibitions. 
Making conservation a California way of life is especially critical during this severe drought.        

January 2022 managed recharge estimate 5,300 800   1,700

January managed recharge as a % of 5-year average 144% 65%  140%

December 2021 pumping estimate 5,100   800   2,100

January to December 2021 pumping estimate             79,200                     13,200  40,700         

Current groundwater index levels compared to last January        4 feet higher     2 feet higher          1 foot higher

January to December 2021 pumping, % of 5-year average 121% 118%  97% 

Santa Clara Subbasin

Santa Clara Plain Coyote Valley

Llagas Subbasin

All volumes are in acre-feet. All data is for 2021 except where noted.

A monthly assessment of trends in water supply and use for Santa Clara County, California

February 2022

Water Tracker

Current storage as % of unrestricted capacity 26% 53%

Current storage as % of restricted capacity  70% 68%

Current stoage as % of the 20-year average for February 1 55% 107%

    All Ten Valley 
Water ReservoirsReservoir Storage     All Reservoirs 

Except Anderson

(1)
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• 2022 State Water Project (SWP) and Central Valley Project (CVP) allocations:
 » On January 20, 2022, the California Department of Water Resources (DWR) 

announced that the 2022 SWP allocation increased from zero to 15 percent, which 
equates to 15,000 acre-feet for Valley Water .  This may be adjusted for human health 
and safety and Valley Water continues to work with DWR to determine the amount 
allocated

 » South-of-Delta CVP allocations have not yet been identified
• Statewide reservoir storage information, as of January 31, 2022:

 » Shasta Reservoir at 36% of capacity (55% of average for this date) 
 » Oroville Reservoir at 46% of capacity (80% of average for this date)
 » San Luis Reservoir at 44% of capacity (59% of average for this date)

• Valley Water’s Semitropic groundwater bank reserves are near 85% of capacity, or     
297,211 acre-feet, as of December 31, 2021

• Estimated SFPUC deliveries to Santa Clara County: 
 » Month of December = 2,805 acre-feet
 » 2021 Total to Date = 46,555 acre-feet
 » Five-year annual average = 48,700 acre-feet

• Board Governance Policy No. EL-5.3.3 includes keeping the Board informed of imported 
water management activities on an ongoing basis. No imported water agreements have 
been executed under EL-5.3.3 since the last Water Tracker update

Imported Water

Conserved Water

Recycled Water

• Saved 76,584 acre-feet in FY21 through Valley Water’s long-term conservation program 
(baseline year is 1992)

• Long-term program goal is to save nearly 100,000 acre-feet by 2030 and  
110,000 acre-feet by 2040

• On June 9, 2021, the Board called for a 15% reduction in water use compared to 2019, 
for the public to limit irrigation of ornamental landscapes with potable water to a 
maximum of three days per week, and for retailers, cities and the County to implement 
local water restrictions

• The community has continued to increase its drought-related conservation from        
June 2021, with cumulative water use savings since the June call through December of 
8%.  December 2021 water use was 4% greater than December 2019 water use, but 
December 2019 water was the third lowest December water use since 1995.  While 
the reason for the higher water use in 2021 vs. 2019 is unknown, it appears that the 
COVID-19 pandemic is a potential explanation.  In 2021, more of the county’s residents 
worked from home and likely reduced holiday travel, which may explain higher water use 
compared to 2019

• Estimated January 2022 production = 730 acre-feet
• Estimated year-to-date through January = 730 acre-feet or 94% of the five-year average
• Silicon Valley Advanced Water Purification Center produced an estimated 1.7 billion gallons 

(5,223 acre-feet) of purified water in 2021.  Since the beginning of 2022, about 141 acre-feet 
of purified water has been produced.  The purified water is blended with existing tertiary 
recycled water for South Bay Water Recycling Program customers

© 2021 Santa Clara Valley Water District • 2/2022 

Alternative Sources • As of December 10, 2019, Valley Water’s wastewater contract right from Palo Alto/
Mountain View remains at 11,200 acre-feet/year 

Treated Water • Above average demands of 5,700 acre-feet (estimated) delivered in January
• This total is 102% of the five-year average for the month of January
• Year-to-date estimated deliveries are 5,700 acre-feet or 102% of the five-year average 

To find out the latest information on Valley Water projects or to submit 
questions or comments, email info@valleywater.org or use our Access 
Valley Water customer request system at https://deliver.com/2yukx.

CONTACT US

scvwd

valleywater

valleywater

FOLLOW US
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  and Informational Items 
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Report Name: Board Member Requests

1

Request Request
Date

Director BAO/Chief Staff Description 20 Days Due
Date

Expected
Completion

Date

Disposition

R-22-0002 01/25/22 Santos

Varela

Baker Williams Staff to look at enhancing the 

Uvas/Llagas pipeline for water 

recharge and additional supply 

and fishery usage in south county.

This was requested during 

discussion of Item 6.1 at the 

01/25/2022 Board meeting.

02/14/22
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MEMORANDUM 
FC 14 (08-21-19) 

TO: Rick L. Callender, Esq. 
Chief Executive Officer 

FROM: Bhavani Yerrapotu, P.E. 
Deputy Operating Officer 

 
SUBJECT: Relocation Plan for Coyote Creek Flood 

Projects (Project Nos. 26174043 and 
91864005) (San Jose) (District 2) 

DATE: February 1, 2022

Valley Water is undertaking the Coyote Creek Flood Protection Project and the Coyote Creek Flood 
Management Measures Project (collectively referred to as Project) to implement flood improvements 
along Coyote Creek to protect against a 20-year flood event, similar to the one that inundated these 
areas in February 2017.  Project limits comprise approximately nine miles of Coyote Creek, between 
Montague Expressway and Tully Road, all within the City of San José.  Elements of this Project (about 
forty-precent of them) also satisfy the flood management needs along Coyote Creek that arise due to 
the construction of the new tunnel as part of Anderson Dam Tunnel Project (ADTP).  This Project is 
anticipated to impact 12 parcels (Attachment 1) that have low-lying homes along Coyote Creek.   
 
California law (Title 25, Section 6038 (e)(1)), requires that a Relocation Plan be prepared and submitted 
to the local legislative body (Valley Water Board) for approval when a minimum number of residential 
and/or commercial use of properties are impacted by a project.    
 
Relocation Plan 

A Relocation Plan includes information regarding an agency’s relocation assistance program, relocation 
advisory services, and compensation that will be available should the agency’s project affect private 
properties, or there is a need for relocation.  The Coyote Creek Draft Relocation Impact Study and Last 
Resort Housing Plan “Relocation Plan” (Attachment 2) follows the State of California “Model Relocation 
Plan” and assesses potential relocation impact and services to ensure that sufficient replacement 
housing is available for persons who may be required to relocate as a result of the Project.  This 
Relocation Plan must conform with the Uniform Relocation Act, California Relocation Assistance Law, 
and other applicable local ordinances.  The last time a relocation plan was taken to the Valley Water 
Board for approval was for the Upper Llagas Creek Flood Protection Project in May 2017 (File # 17-
0128). 
 
Alternatives for the 12 parcels potentially impacted by this Project were originally narrowed to either, 
elevating the home or acquiring the property followed by demolition of the structures and restoration to 
natural riparian habitat.  Of the total 12 parcels  

 2 are Valley Water owned since June 2021 through voluntary sale by the owners, and tenant 
occupied, 

 9 are privately owned and owner occupied, and 
 1 is privately owned and tenant occupied. 

 
Valley Water and its design consultant continue to evaluate each identified low-lying parcel to 
determine whether elevation, acquisition or another solution is the most suitable alternative for each 
property.  Each property owner’s preferences are solicited and incorporated into the evaluation 
process.  
 
The draft Relocation Plan was made available for a 30-day public review period, from January 11, 
2022, to February 10, 2022, by uploading the document to Valley Water’s Coyote Creek project 
website, posting a hardcopy at the Martin Luther King, Jr. Public Library as well as at Valley Water 
Headquarters (available to view by appointment only).  The draft Relocation Plan was also mailed, via 
First Class Mail, to the 12 properties to solicit their input accompanied by a cover letter (Attachment 3). 
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Once the public review period ends, the Relocation Plan will be finalized, and will be brought to the 
Valley Water Board for approval, tentatively expected on the February 22, 2022.  This meeting was 
selected since it occurs in the evening, after work, for greater convenience to members of the public.   
 
 
 
 
___________________________ 
Bhavani Yerrapotu, P.E. 
Deputy Operating Officer 
Watersheds Design & Construction Division 
 
 
 
 
 
cc: Melanie Richardson, Rechelle Blank, Alec Nicholas, Julianne O’Brien, Brian Hopper, Joseph 

Aranda, Project File 
 
Attachments:  

1. Location Map of Coyote Creek Low-Lying Homes 
2. Draft Relocation Impact Study and Last Resort Housing Plan for the Santa Clara Valley Water 

District Coyote Creek Flood Management Measures Project and Coyote Creek Flood Protection 
Project, January 2022 

3. Release of Draft Relocation Plan for Public Comment Cover Letter 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK) 

11



C
ou

nt
y 

of
 S

a
nt

a
 C

la
ra

; T
h

e 
S

a
nb

or
n

 M
a

p 
C

o.

L
o

ca
tio

n
 M

a
p

 o
f 

C
o

yo
te

 C
re

e
k 

L
o

w
-L

yi
n

g
 H

o
m

e
s

Le
ge

nd C
F

P
P

C
F

M
M

P

C
oy

o
te

 C
re

ek
 F

M
M

P
 &

 F
P

P
 F

ea
tu

re
s

0
3

2
0

6
4

0
9

6
0

1
,2

8
0

1
6

0

F
e

e
t

®
G

IS
 t

h
e

m
e

s 
ar

e
 f

o
r 

ill
us

tr
a

tio
n

 a
n

d
 g

e
ne

ra
l 

a
na

ly
si

s 
p

ur
p

os
e

s 
o

n
ly

 a
n

d
 a

re
 n

ot
ac

cu
ra

te
 

to
 

su
rv

ey
in

g
 

or
 

en
gi

ne
e

rin
g 

st
a

nd
a

rd
s.

 
In

fo
rm

a
tio

n 
is

 
n

ot
 

gu
ar

a
n

te
e

d
to

 b
e

 a
cc

u
ra

te
, 

cu
rr

e
nt

, o
r 

co
m

p
le

te
 a

n
d

 u
se

 o
f 

th
is

 in
fo

rm
a

tio
n 

is
 y

ou
r 

re
sp

o
ns

ib
ili

ty
.

12



13



14



15



16



17



18



19



20



21



22



23



24



25



26



27



28



29



30



31



32



33



34



35



36



37



38



39



40



41



42



43



44



45



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53



54



55



56



57



58



59



60



61



62



63



64



65



66



67



68



69



70



71



72



73



74



75



76



77



78



79



80



81



82



83



84



85



86



87



88



89



90




