Robert Gonzalez: Today I am with Mrs. Simona 'Sammy' Castillo. We are at her apartment, 686 East Redlands Boulevard in Redlands, California. I am Robert Gonzales. It is November 20, 1995. Mrs. Castillo, we were talking a little bit about your family a minute ago. Could you tell me something about your family? 

Sammy Castillo: My father, he was the very first man that came to East Highlands. There was nothing, nothing at all. He was the very first one to get there, the first one to work for the Gold Buckle, for Mr. Edwards from the, what do you call it, the Edwards Mansion? And he worked for that East Highlands Ranch sixty-six years in East Highlands. 

And after that, why there was several people that came with him, they were all from Bryn Mawr. He was living in Bryn Mawr. Oh no, he was living in Colton. And my mother was living in Bryn Mawr. My mother came first, say about, oh not very long, about a year after, before he did. And then he came in 1884. 

Robert Gonzalez: Where did he come from? 

Sammy Castillo: He came from Mexico. 

Robert Gonzalez: Do you know where in Mexico? 

Sammy Castillo: Yes, he came from Chinampas. Oh no, somewhere around there, Chinampas. And my mother came not very far from there either. But they were born there. He was a teenager when he came but he went to school here. 

Robert Gonzalez: Where did he go to school at?

Sammy Castillo: In El Paso. And then they came over here when they used to pay a penny apiece to cross the border, both him and my mother. He came with my grandmother and he, I think it was either, yes, it was two of his brothers and one sister, the only sister he had. And my mother came with her, with my grandmother. 
And the both grandfathers died over there and my mother's father, no, he died there, too. From the time they decided to come, to cross the border, he got kinda sick, homesick. He wanted to go back. He wanted to take my mother back. She couldn't leave my Gramma, she said no. So they came, they crossed and they came on the train. My father, I think my father didn't come until after a year's time but she was here before, a year before. 
And she went on, she stayed here in Bryn Mawr and he went to Colton, his family went to Colton there on N Street or O, somewhere over there. And then in just ten year's time, they met up again and that's when they got married, they got married in 19-, 1904 they got married. And my oldest sister was born in 1905. 
So when they came here, when my father came here, there was some Indians living here. There was a whole pack of Indians living there by, now there's too much, but where they were, it's still bare there. Right where that gravel, sand and gravel place is? That's where they were. 

Robert Gonzalez: That's on Church Street I think. No, it's on Boulder. 

Sammy Castillo: Right on Church. Right on Church, not even a block from that river. No, it took years before they all grew up. My brothers and he, my oldest brother was a real good friend of those Indians. Then it just went on and on. My father helped build that Gold Buckle Ice Company. 

Robert Gonzalez: Really?

Sammy Castillo: Yes, sir. And then he went on working at the groves. And years and years went by and he went to work at the Greenspot Ranch. That's where he retired from. But all my sisters, brothers and sisters were born here. My oldest sister was born in Los Angeles. And my other, I think it was Lupe, Ramona, yeah, they had some in between, but they all grew up here and they went to the old Cram School. 

Robert Gonzalez: All of your brothers and sisters did? 

Sammy Castillo: Yes. Everybody except me. From me down we all went to that little Arroyo Verde School in the village, Mexican village. 

Robert Gonzalez: There was a village, Mexican village down there?

Sammy Castillo: It's still, the village is still there, oh yes, it's right, it was that church, I mean that school was next to the church, now. And the reason they didn't, my mother didn't want me to go is because they had a mean boy, very mean. He put my brother in through those water holes they had. And the water would go on straight to the different groves and he put my brother in there. 
And good thing he didn't go out, he would have been crushed to death, but no. Instead he went down this way, he landed in the big canal they had there. And then that's why she said, "My girl is not going there." So I didn't go to school until I was nine years old. It took me ten years to graduate. It only took me that long. I don't know why, how I did it, but I did it. Then all, from me down; me, Becky, Lucy, Vince, and Helen, all went to school here, to the Mexican village. And from there we came to Redlands, to Redlands Junior High, the one they tore down across the new high school now and then we came to what do you call it, to this new high school. But it wasn't the new one, it was the old one.

Robert Gonzalez: The South Campus? Is that what that is? 

Sammy Castillo: Yeah, and I went to that Junior High and then over to this place here, over across the street. And from there I went on, I got me four scholarships. I made it through the University of Redlands. I finished my four years, and then from there I went two years to Valley College to finish my nursing career. I made it. 

Robert Gonzalez: So you were a nurse? For how long? 

Sammy Castillo: Oh, I tell you. I had forty-two years of nursing, and that was beautiful. To me it was just like a month, working a month. That's how much I was in love with my job. I liked my job so well that it was kind of hard to give it up. I had my three children and I had to take care of them, my mother was getting too feeble. 
Other that that, they took care of my children while I worked. And you know I used to, I didn't have a car. I had a lady friend that would stop by and take me. There were times that she would call me at the last minute, "Sammy I'm sorry. I don't have to work today. How are you gonna do it?" 
I said, "Well I guess I'll just get up tomorrow morning and start walking." My mother, my dad didn't have a car anymore. 
I used to walk from over here, from say where the fork comes from Santa Ana Road to Greenspot Road, from there I'd walk from my home way up, I went through the railroad path and then took Baseline clear up to Waterman and walked up to Waterman and Highland. That's where the hospital is. I'd walk. 
Nobody would give you a ride. No, nobody. I guess they just didn't think of doing something for somebody and I never asked for a ride, either. No, I'd walk. And at nighttime I would take the bus. There was a time when they didn't have any buses at that time, but I walked from there on to Baseline, then I'd take down the railroad and my dad would come and meet me halfways. He was afraid something might... but the main part was already over, he didn't walk far. But no, it didn't bother me at all. 

Robert Gonzalez: Where were you living in East Highlands at this time, about where?

Sammy Castillo: It's still, it's the same place. 

Robert Gonzalez: What street did you live on? 

Sammy Castillo: I lived on Santa Ana Road, that's the same as Greenspot Road. When they rebuilt Fifth Street they named it Greenspot Road right there at the corner. I lived right there at the corner of Greenspot Road and say Third Street. That's where it ended, and that's what they called it. 

Robert Gonzalez: And so you worked at Saint Bernardine's as a nurse? 

Sammy Castillo: At Saint Bernardine's as a surgical Registered Nurse and I thought it was beautiful. My mother used to tell me, "Don't you get tired, why don't you stop for awhile and then go back?" I said, "No, uh-uh, that wouldn't do." I just loved my job! I had always wanted to be a nurse so bad. 

Robert Gonzalez: What year did you graduate from school?

Sammy Castillo: 1939. From high school. 

Robert Gonzalez: And you became a nurse in what year? 

Sammy Castillo: Five, let me see. There's four, and two, six years later. 

Robert Gonzalez: Okay, so about 1945. 

Sammy Castillo: Yes, uh-huh. 

Robert Gonzalez: So just about the end of World War Two, around there?
 
Sammy Castillo: Yes, somewhere around there. I was a nurse before I got married. Oh yeah, I didn't get married until 20- I was 28. 

Robert Gonzalez: Well first I'm gonna go way back here. Could you tell me your father and mother's names? I never even got their names.

Sammy Castillo: Okay my father was Antonio. 

Robert Gonzalez: Antonio Padilla? 

Sammy Castillo: Antonio Padilla. And my mother was Petra. 

Robert Gonzalez: Now I'm gonna come back to the nursing a bit because I want to know more about that. But tell me a little bit about growing up in East Highlands. What was it like as a child?

Sammy Castillo: Oh, we had a big place. We grew, my dad had, of course the grove wasn't there. It was up a little ways up, by Weaver Street. But we had a place there, long, far nobody came there, and Mr. Morris- Merris told my dad, "Antonio nobody's..." There wasn't a street there in front of my house until later on, they made the Merris Street. 
And we grew, he had horses, he had two horses. He had cows, he had sheep, he had pigs, he had goats, and chickens galore, and rabbits. One time we had eighty-four rabbits. 
And everybody had a job. Everybody, every one of us. We even chopped wood, yes, for my mother, for the kitchen stove. And one of us, say like in the afternoon, we'd come home from school, we'd gather up all the eggs and take them over to Mr. Richardson, that was a Grocery Store. And he would just write it down and then my mother would go and say, get groceries, that Little House on the Prairie reminds me very much of it. 
And then when my dad would kill, he was a very generous person. We had a Victory garden and they would all come and ask, "Doña Petra, my mom says that if you had an onion or a potato or something?" During the Depression my folks helped a lot. And he gave them, he would go and get a box, put in potatoes, put in string beans, everything she had, she'd give. One right after they would come, and that garden would never stop giving vegetables or whatever. We had fruit, give it to them, they need it. Or go to the orange grove and get some oranges. They would expect my oldest brother, my brother wouldn't do it.
But my other brother John, we'd have those big horse- what do you call them, buckboards? And he'd get that buckboard and go and get whatever they had in the grove and bring it down, take it to these- We used to have cows that were giving milk, buckets and buckets of it. She would go, take it here, take it there. Kill one or two chickens and take them to whoever needed them and all that. And you know, we never lacked anything, we never did. Money, he couldn't give money because that was hard, but he would furnish anything. 
They want the telephone they give, "Can you call the Doctor for us? My mother is sick" Or sometimes the mothers would be having a baby, they'd call my mother, she was a midwife. 
And she would, they would call for Doctor Evans in Highland. And he would come and go and said, "You just can't find anybody as good as these people. "
And she would help just, the kindness of their hearts, she said, "We were poor in Mexico and we didn't have what we have now so let them have it." 
Say sometimes you would kill pigs, one or two pigs, and you know we'd just end up with a little bit of meat and he would dry it, like smoked. And kill one or two calves because we'd have one or two, three calves at a time. And he would let them grow a little and then when he got, when it was time, he'd would kill them and give the meat away. Yes we had, and everybody would call on my mother, "Can we have these here?"
"Sure." She'd go in and get it for them. 

Robert Gonzalez: How long was your mother a midwife?
 
Sammy Castillo: She was, how long has she been gone? 

Robert Gonzalez: Well no, how long was she a midwife? You said she had been a midwife. 

Sammy Castillo: Oh, I don't know. 

Robert Gonzalez: She just did it for awhile. 

Sammy Castillo: She helped that lady. Did I tell you that the oldest, she helped her mother. There was, I don't know, my oldest brother in 1911, she was then a midwife. I don't know how she learned, either. Maybe that's why I got that idea of going on.
And then we had, right in front of our house we had a hall that the East Highlands Ranch, or Mr. Edwards made- had it built for us people to have dances or whatever. And you know we used to have a lot of people there, we had fun! We had a baseball diamond in front of our house and we had jamaicas. We, oh yes! And when my brothers started growing up, we had baseball games every Sunday, and we had oh, just a lot of good- and never did we have any fights, none. 
We could go up and don't lock the doors, don't do nothing for security and now I think that house has been built, he tore the old house down and built a brand new one, which my niece lives in it now but it got torn down so ugly that I don't even want to go over there and see what's going on now. 
My dad would... I remember, my mother was the first person to have a washing machine. The first person to have an inside bathroom. Well, he used to have it out in the, outside house they called it. But you know, remember those chain things? 

Robert Gonzalez: The pull chains? 

Sammy Castillo: We had that. And then during the summertime we would have people coming, just come to see my mother. We had dinners out there in the back place that they had built for the vine, the grapevines to go up and it was beautiful! Oh we had the, with the radio we had music, I tell you! 
And my Aunt would come and oh she said, She used to call her Comadre, you know what that is, "Comadre, I don't know how it! How do you do it?" 
 "Oh the lord helps." And sure enough. We would have the Priest come over here. When we had missionary priests come, my mother would fix their breakfast and dinner for them and everybody would come and gather around.

Robert Gonzalez: What parish did you belong to? What church? 

Sammy Castillo: Catholic.

Robert Gonzalez: What was your parish, I mean Redlands or Sacred Heart? 

Sammy Castillo: We had, first we used to come to Sacred Heart. We didn't belong to St. Mary's. And then they came to, we had Priests come from St. Bernardine's on Fifth Street. That's where I was. I had my First Communion and my Confirmation the same day. But we had Catechists coming to give us class, religion classes and what have you. We grew up like that, just going. And then we used to have in that same little hall, my friend and I, my cousin and I would go and clean the hall, the day before and fix the altar and everything ready for the next day. We'd have church the next morning.

Robert Gonzalez: In the hall? 

Sammy Castillo: But then they started to, they decided that they wanted to have a church built and my dad had an old Model T, you know those old Model T's? And him, and my Uncle, and other men went to the river and looked for rocks and I guess whatever they thought would be alright. You go to that church you can see the rocks from outside. Yes, it’s beautiful, St. John Bosco.

Robert Gonzalez: St. John Bosco? And that's over in East Highland? 

Sammy Castillo: At East Highlands, uh-huh. It's on Merris Street. 

Robert Gonzalez: You had mentioned the hall. 
Sammy Castillo: It’s a mission now

Robert Gonzalez: It's all still there. Are you familiar with, I guess I'm not quite sure what kind of an organization it was, it was called the Cruz Azul. Have you ever heard that name? 

Sammy Castillo: No. 

Robert Gonzalez: Okay. The reason I am asking you is because somebody in one of the interviews had mentioned that name as some organization in town, or in the area that had to do with, it was kind of like the Red Cross. The American Red Cross. 

Sammy Castillo: No, I don't remember ever…

Robert Gonzalez: Okay. Because they had mentioned something about East Highlands and I wasn't quite sure if it was out of the…

Sammy Castillo: No, no.

Robert Gonzalez: Okay, that's fine. Well let's see, your father worked on the, he worked at East Highlands Ranch for sixty-six years, you said. Now what sort of work did he do? 

Sammy Castillo: He would pick oranges and then when he got older he would work opening up furrows, you know cleaning up the furrows for when they would irrigate, the water would just go on. Years and years, I remember sometimes after I grew up and I could drive, I remember we used to go up to Greenspot Road and he knew where this grove was, what that grove was, whatever. And they would ask him, Mr. Edwards would come and converse with him all the time. He knew my dad very well, because he was the very first Mexican that ever worked for him. Yes. 

Robert Gonzalez: Do you know when he started working for him, about what year? 

Sammy Castillo: I think it was about 1900, somewhere in there. Because they didn't stay there all the time at that little place. They would go and come, go and come when the seasons would be on. Like say the navel and then valencias and they'd go a long time before they started working again. I remember they would have, they would start... 

[End side 1] 

Robert Gonzalez: Go ahead.

Sammy Castillo: They would start the new crop in November, say, before Thanksgiving. 

Robert Gonzalez: Before Thanksgiving? All right. What did your father do between seasons, between picking seasons? 

Sammy Castillo: He would just, they would have him working in the groves pruning and doing little odd jobs and all that. He wouldn't be the only one, there was other men that worked there. There was Filipino people there, too. And they had Chinese but the Chinese didn't last very long. I guess that wasn't their job. But the Filipinos, they worked all up until say about ten years ago, they all started moving away and they tore that camp down. 

Robert Gonzalez: What camp was that? 

Sammy Castillo: They used to, it used to be about a block away from the Catholic Church. They lived there, they had bunk houses. I think there was one or two great long bunk houses. And they cooked and everything there. They had their own gardens, beautiful. So nice, I had five sisters married to Filipinos and only two of us married Mexicans. 

Robert Gonzalez: There was a, there was a work camp, Cone Camp, out in East Highlands? 

Sammy Castillo: Oh yeah, way, it was over here by Mentone, far away. 

Robert Gonzalez: Yeah, I was wondering a little bit about that.

Sammy Castillo: Very far, very far.

Robert Gonzalez: Because I have not been able to find anybody who worked there. 

Sammy Castillo: That's where my first husband came from and my second one, too. 

Robert Gonzalez: Really? 

Sammy Castillo: Yes. 

Robert Gonzalez: Tell me a little bit about it. 

Sammy Castillo: The first one was a Bracero. And then he came and he, well we got married. He went to fix his papers, he fixed his papers all right, he never came back. I divorced him. And then this one, he just left, I just threw him out. He was a freeloader, and I wouldn't have it. He just wanted to live you know, at ease. No, I wouldn't have it, no. I had my own money and no. 

Robert Gonzalez: I'd like to talk a little about this because so far everybody I've met, most of the people I've talked to, they didn't go to school until after World War Two, many of the men went on the G.I. Bill. Many of the women I've talked to, if they finished school at all, didn't go to college or anything like that. And I'd like to hear a little about your experiences, why you chose to go to college and a little bit about your time in college. Tell me about that.

Sammy Castillo: Oh yeah, I know. It's interesting, though. 

Robert Gonzalez: Tell me a little bit about that. 

Sammy Castillo: About what? 

Robert Gonzalez: About why you chose to go to college and how... 

Sammy Castillo: The thing is that because I had my scholarships, and I didn't have a hard time. My father couldn't have done it, he had more children that, I don't know. I was right in the midst of all the, one side or the other. I was the first one. And my youngest sister were the only ones that graduated. Well my sister, about two years later she got married. I didn't get married, I wanted to go on. I had fun here, I used to work with the, I used to live at the Hinckley's house, Horace Hinckley's. They kept college kids there.

Robert Gonzalez: Oh really? I never knew that. 

Sammy Castillo: Oh yes! They had several of them. I was the only one when I was going, but then I, after I graduated from here, they took in, I think it was two or three boys and then they moved from Brookside up here to Sunset somewhere over here by the golf course, someplace over here. And no, I just got out and went to work and I never stopped, never stopped. I never, as much as I had to walk, you think I would be late, no. 
My mother would say, "But you leave too early."
I said, "I have to Mom, in order to get there on time." Yes, I was never late. And I wouldn't say, "Well I haven't got a ride. I'm not going, no." I'd And I wasn't married then, I'd just go.

Robert Gonzalez: So you became a nurse when you were about twenty-four? 

Sammy Castillo: Somewhere around there, twenty-six.

Robert Gonzalez: Twenty-six? Tell me, what was it like going to the University of Redlands? This was in the early Forties, around then? 

Sammy Castillo: You know there wasn't so many students then, like they have now, not very many. I can't remember how much it was, but we had enough. Of course that Johnston College wasn't there. They tore down that. That was a football field, that was a football field. And then that Orton Hall wasn't there, and the Cafeteria wasn't there either. 
They had all those rooms there, but let me see, there was one or two and they were not full. Some of them lived out and some were living there. Some came from way out, from far East. We had a lot of people from New York. And we didn't have very many Black people. Several, when I graduated we only had, let me see, there was Ernest and Leroy Fuller and Esther Freeman, three. And now it's worse than you think. 

Robert Gonzalez: Not a lot of people? 

Sammy Castillo: Yeah, you know it, too. And we never had trouble, we never had trouble. They were restrictive with the way we dressed. We couldn't dress in pants. We couldn't wear pants, we couldn't wear shorts, we couldn't go without socks if we had to. No, just shoes, no, we had to wear socks. There was, twice, twice when I was a senior and when I was a junior, I was the best dressed girl, just for a week you know, for a week's time, but I was. 
My father kept on for me to get dressed good because there was a lot of rich people there, there was a lot of rich people there. Now you don't know who's rich or not. In fact, when my mother used to come to town, that's when I was a little girl, we used to come in the horse and buggy to town, and you know, where they have those cement posts with the rings, there's one somewhere down here by Albertson's I think it was. She would tie her horse right there. There was Albert's Shoe Shop and another Mexican, not Mexican, grocery store at the, on Pearl and Orange street.

Robert Gonzalez: There was a grocery store there? 

Sammy Castillo: There was a grocery store there. And then that, McConkey's, McConkley's or something like that. And then there was that beer place there, that's still there. I don't know whether it's still, I forgot the name, right close to it, it was right close to it. 

Robert Gonzalez: Near Pearl? This was at Pearl and Orange Street? 

Sammy Castillo: On Orange Street. 

Robert Gonzalez: And it was a bar or something there, a liquor store? 

Sammy Castillo: No, they sold liquor, it's Sutton's or…
 
Robert Gonzalez: Oh, Stanton Liquors. 

Sammy Castillo: Ah, Stanton's.

Robert Gonzalez: Stanton Liquors. I remember Stanton's. That was on Stuart and Orange Street, I think it was. Was it Stuart? I think so.

Sammy Castillo: Yes, right there. That was about two doors away from that market and she would- we all had a turn to come in the buggy, she had those horse and buggy with, what do you call it, the lights and what have you, real what do you call it, Furies, real nice looking little outfit he used to have for her. I tell you, we had good, good days in our lives. And we still to this day, like my brother was saying, "I still haven't got any complaints about us living the way we did." 
Because we had everything. We ate good. We may not have been dressed real smart and with too much luxury but we had enough to go around. She would make us our clothes, she would. She had a sewing machine, she had everything she needed. 

Robert Gonzalez: How old were your parents when they died, how old were they? 

Sammy Castillo: My dad was a hundred and five. 

Robert Gonzalez: My oh my. And what about your mother?

Sammy Castillo: My mother was ninety. She's been gone twenty-five years now, and my dad ten years. 

Robert Gonzalez: Wow! That's a pretty long life.

Sammy Castillo: Oh yes.

Robert Gonzalez: And they had ten kids? How many brothers and sisters do you have? 

Sammy Castillo: I had Lupe, John, and Vince, four brothers and seven sisters, there was eleven of us. And we all helped grandma. We'd go to school, we had to have our beds made, we had to have our dishes washed and picked up, we'd have to help with feeding the animals, but we got to school on time. 

Robert Gonzalez: Still made it on time? 

Sammy Castillo: Uh-huh. That was the way she had us working. And she would be in there too, helping us. If my father was home oh, no. He wouldn't do nothing. He was resting. Oh yes! 

Robert Gonzalez: Well let's ask a little about your nursing career, tell me a little, some things about that, what was that like between the time you started nursing and when you finished? 

Sammy Castillo: From the start, how we started? We all went in groups, and I had a girl, a lady friend that went in through from the day I started there. I don't know where she went to school for that, but when we graduated with the nursing, she appeared there so I don't know where she came from, maybe she was with me and I never noticed her and to this day she still claims me as her very best friend. 
She went to China where her husband was a journalist, and he went over there, he would travel all over. And you know, from every where she went she would buy me a dress and send it to me. Nice clothes she sent! And then we had groups, like crews, and number one, number two, number four, alright. "Number two you're wanted at such and such a room.” 
We'd be all there ready, ready and aiming to do. And sometimes they were minor, but we went, we were there and then when they named my Sammy, the nuns, they said, "I don't know how to pronounce your name. It's hard and we don't know how." 
I said, "Well just poke at me." [Laughs] They said, "No, that's not right." So she said, "How would it be if we changed your name?" 
I said, "Just don't call me Dog."
 "No, we wouldn't do that, either." 
So her, that main nurse that was Sister Mary, she used to favor me and I used to feel out of place because she would, me, me, me. 
And Lupe said, "She likes you.” 
So the next day she came and she said, "We have a name for you." 
I said, "All right, what is it? Just give me time to sit on a chair so I won't collapse." 
She said "No, no, no don't." And she said, "How would Sammy be? I think Sammy's a nice name. It's not very far from your name, either." 
"It's alright for me." So it was Sammy, Sammy all over. 
And then she would see me run, go down the hall if they'd call me fast, they'd say, "They want Padilla, Padilla and..." Oh I forgot Lupe's name. 
She said, "We want you here right now." 
And boy, we were right there. 
She'd say, "Go and get dressed, they need you." We knew what it was. So we started, we would go in and get everything ready. The doctors would come in and say, "Boy that was fast!" 
But we knew what to do. And after that, years after that, they knew, they'd call me or call Lupe they knew, they'd call Lupe, she would call me, and we both were there. 
I had a real nice girl. She went from here to Valley College and everywhere, but believe me, that first day we were at the hospital we were feeding the patients and helping out the girls and that man, was it a man or a lady? I think it was a man. He died on her. And right then and there she just dropped everything and took off. She never came back, she couldn't take it. 
It was hard to take, yeah. But to me, no. I got, you know, they would come and they'd see these patients, even the Sisters would come, "What do you think about it? She's in no good state, Sister." 
She said, "You think so?" 
"Yes. She won't last 'til tomorrow." 
Come the next day, she said, "I don't know how you do it girl, but you do it." 
My own mother, I was working nights over here at, I was almost ready to-- I had already finished working over there and I came to finish my time, a year's time, and I was working at Norwood at night, midnight and I had left my mother. I had dressed, had her ready in the bed and cleaned her up and my nephew came, my nephew Tommy came and he said, "Sam, how's Grandma?" 
I said, "She's no good, Tommy." 
"Is that right?" 
I said, "Yes. See her, look at her." And I said, "Look. Take her pulse." 
"No." 
I said, "Alright, I don't want you to say nothing, but she's not gonna last 'til tomorrow. He got so upset he started crying. I said, "Don't cry, Tom. Your mom's gonna see you and she's gonna ask what's the matter with grandma? Is she dying or something? Don't tell her." 
So I would leave at eleven and I went in and I looked at her, she was still breathing right, and I told my dad, I said, "Grandpa, I'm leaving now. Be careful with Grandma. She's not very well anymore. 
"Is that right?"  
I said, "Yes." 
He didn't say nothing, he stayed. He went to bed, and then-- they had their little twin beds, you know, they slept in their separate beds and he went to the bathroom. He didn't touch her or see her. Cause she had a little lamp on the, up on the top of her head, and when he came back and he went to see her, she was already gone. And he went and called my sister, "Lucy! Lucy!" 
"Yeah dad!" 
"I think your mother's gone now."
Oh, she got up and she said, she went and called my nephew, Tommy. My kids were there, too. Oh no, they were over here in Redlands now. And he said, "What's the matter, mom?" 
"Your grandma died." 
"Already?" She said "Yeah, Sam told me that she was gonna die either last night or this morning and she didn't want to tell you because you would start screaming and crying and everything and start bringing people in and all that, and she wanted her to have a nice quiet death.' See? I told them. I knew, and when I got to the hospital over here I said, "My mother's dying and they're gonna call me that she's already gone.” 
She said "How do you know?" I said, "I'll tell you, she'd gonna die at about three, three o'clock or something like that." 
She died then, but I could tell because of her pulse and all that. And I talked to my main lady and she said, "You were something else in your days, weren't you, Sam?" 
I said, "Well, that's why they wanted me there." And I would help out. Sometimes not even the doctors knew, but I did. Yes.

Robert Gonzalez: Amazing. Did you work at St. Bernardine's for your whole career or did you work at other hospitals in the area? 

Sammy Castillo: Well I worked there all the time. And after I retired from there, to finish my time I worked at Norwood, I worked at that Mentone little place, they have some place there on Crafton. And I was the first nurse to come and work at that new Redlands Convalescent Hospital on Terracina. By, almost, near to the hospital. That's where I worked, too. I was the very first one, I had my little office there.

Robert Gonzalez: When you first started nursing were there very many Mexican nurses? 

Sammy Castillo: Yes, there was, not very many, but there was some. 

Robert Gonzalez: There were some? Okay. I'm kind of curious about that because at that time a lot the jobs that were available for Mexican men weren't... 

Sammy Castillo: I know. They couldn't because they didn't have enough of that kind of practice. They would help, they would be helping in the hospital but not nursing. They thought it was hard, I didn't think it was hard. Well you start from scratch, you go up, and when the time comes, you know. There was hard times we had. We had hard times. Say people come in all messed up and everything, we had to help. And I never raised my nose or my face to say, "No, I can't do it." 
We went in, Lupe and I. I said, "If I can do it you can, too. Just get in and try it." And we would do it. 
I worked for Doctor Savage, Senior, I worked for Doctor Field and I worked for Don, the two sons and the father. Dr. Savage died holding on to my hand. He wanted me to be there when he died. He had cancer of the bone. And I was there with him. 
He said, "Nobody can bring me any comfort like you have." And they would count on me. Doctor Don was my girl's doctor. And it was just like nothing, you know you have to do it. And then I worked for Doctor Ogden, too. He retired already. And Doctor Sprague, in fact my youngest daughter is named after his family. He was Dr. Charles, Mrs. Charles was Eva. And me girl is Eva Charlene. They only thing she didn't have was the last name 
And then their daughter was Charla. And the other one was Kathy, Eva Katherine. And then the boy was Charlie, Charles, they same age as my oldest girl. So Doctor Charles was, Doctor Sprague was my doctor, all along he would say, "Oh! I don't know what we'll do without you, Sam."
Oh, yes. Especially on my vacation days, they would call me back. Just if they need me, I had to go. I needed it. I had no good-for nothing husband and I brought 'em up. 

Robert Gonzalez: How many children did you have? 

Sammy Castillo: Three. The oldest one, she was born on the thirty-first of August and the boy was born on the twenty-fifth of June and the youngest on the twenty-third of November. In two more days she'll thirty-five years old. 

Robert Gonzalez: The youngest one? 

Sammy Castillo: Yeah. And all on Sunday. I leave Friday and my oldest girl was born on Sunday morning. And my boy, I'd leave Friday and he was born on Monday. No no, Sunday night, quarter to eleven. And the girl was born, I left Friday and she was born Sunday morning at four o'clock in Sunday morning. Yeah, all the three of them.
Yeah, but I never had a hard time with my kids. My mother took care of them. I made sure they had enough to eat, enough to dress. And you know those kids were very famous. Oh yes, everybody wanted them, they'd call on them, "Can Peter come and stay with us? Can Eva?" Eva the youngest, girl scouts, and the oldest one, too.

 [End tape one] 

Robert Gonzalez: So you were saying you had three children and you pretty much raised them.
 
Sammy Castillo: What dear? 

Robert Gonzalez: You pretty much raised your kids yourself? 

Sammy Castillo: Oh yes, uh-huh. 

Robert Gonzalez: And how old is your oldest? 

Sammy Castillo: My oldest is going, she's forty-eight. And my middle one is forty-five. She was three years old when he was born. And my boy was eight years old when my little girl was born to us. She's the last one. 

Robert Gonzalez: What year did you retire from nursing, when?

Sammy Castillo: Twenty years ago.

Robert Gonzalez: So you were a nurse for almost fifty years. That's quite a long time.

Sammy Castillo: A very long time. But to me it was just like a month, a year. 

Robert Gonzalez: It just didn't seem like that much. 

Sammy Castillo: Uh-huh. I liked it. I never got tired of it. To this day I still wear white. 

Robert Gonzalez: What did you enjoy the most about nursing? If there's one thing,

Sammy Castillo: Everything. 

Robert Gonzalez: Everything, you just loved the job? That's really wonderful. 

Sammy Castillo: Everything, helping people and just helping them.

Robert Gonzalez: That's really wonderful. Now you said you moved to Redlands twenty-five years ago. And you lived in East Highlands? 

Sammy Castillo: I lived in East Highlands all the time. 

Robert Gonzalez: Okay. What are some of the changes that you have seen? There have been changes all around us, but what are some of the things that stick out in your mind that's changed about this area since you were... 

Sammy Castillo: Oh very much! The homes, all new homes. Like East Highlands, we didn't have all those homes around us, all we had was orange groves. Orange groves, nothing. We never had luxury at all. All those new stores up on Highland Avenue and below, by Boulder and all those places there, we never had them. All there was was sage and brush. We could see the Indian Reservation up that way. Can't see it anymore, no. 

Robert Gonzalez: You can't at all. 

Sammy Castillo: And my boy played ball, he was a baseball player. That boy, from the time he started playing, I remember, from the time he started playing T-Ball, you know that T-ball they put up on the stick? And from then, that year, the next year he played Little League, he played three years Little League and then he went to Pony and then Colt. When he was in Little League, I think it was, yeah, he played for some building construction. 
And we used to have picnics, we would have swimming, and all they had to do is say, "Hey Peter, tell them that you want to go swimming up at the reservoir. Between Fifth and Third Street there was a, facing the Norton Air Force base there was a big reservoir that they had for Littleton's cows. And all he had to say was, 'Can we go swimming, so-and so?' 'Sure, Peter. Why not?' But they put him before anything, before he could, he wouldn't think about it. And he would ask, but not all the time, not all the time. I didn't want him to swim all the time. 
And when he played ball the nuns said, they would always come up to me and say, "Hey Sammy, you have a game today?" I would say yes, I'd say no, I'd have practice. 
They said, "Alright. It's time for you to go. Go.” And I would leave and go and take three boys, one one place, the other another and my boy of course, I stayed with my boy, but I would take them and they used to like it, they enjoyed it. And when they started growing they had the football games over here, they would get me a ticket just so I could bring him. 
They would say, "Be sure and be here early because they're gonna go play here and play there."
 Where was it? In San Bernardino was it? Or Pacific, it was Pacific one time, and I didn't make it one time and they had left word for me at home that they had left with somebody, for me to go and pick them up, sure! 
One time my boy, he was one of the main, the team they were All Stars that year. My nephew and one of the boys from the Reservation and other boys from other teams played and my boy. They were losing and my boy was up, he was the last one, well they had two outs, and Victoria, I don't know which Victoria it was but it was a good team. I think our boys had three and they had four. And then Peter had three on base, mind you, three on base. 
And they said, "And here comes Peter!" 
And this is their last out. They had two outs. Three balls and two strikes, so you can imagine. Everybody was standing up, everybody was standing up and he said, "I know my mother is praying right now for me. " 
I had a cow bell, you know those big cow bells, I had it with a rope and I was ringing that bell so hard and he said, "The next, the next ball that comes, I'm gonna aim at it. I don't care what. We lose, we lose, what can we do?" 
And even the boys on base were shouting, "Come on Peter, come on Peter!" 
And that boy he said, "I seen that ball coming, mom." And he aimed at it and he hit it so hard it went over the fence, way over on Fortieth and Waterman. They couldn't find that ball for a long time that same night. And they had him, when he got around to home plate, they had him way up there. Even the coaches, the managers, the people from down there they went to see him play, from East Highlands Ranch they went to him. We played up at Fortieth and Waterman, that big diamond there. And that was something! I tell you, they celebrated with that boy that night. And he said, never, never had they seen anything like this. So he won the game. He was only one game away to go to Pennsylvania, they lost. 
He said, "It wasn't for me to go, mom. Let's not feel bad" And he went on to Colt League and he played good, too. But they couldn't make it, he had some games they lost. But well, he wanted to keep on going. 
Now I have my little grandson, his youngest boy that's going and he said, "Gramma, are you gonna pay for my game?" I said, "I sure am." 
Sixty-five dollars they're charging now! When my boy played I only paid five dollars and that was a long time ago. He was, I forgot how old, I think he was, he wasn't very old, eight years old when I first started and then they kept raising and raising up until the very last, I forgot how much I paid, fifteen dollars, I think was the last time, when he gave up baseball. 

Robert Gonzalez: Sixty-five dollars, that's a lot.

Sammy Castillo: Yeah, but at least I knew where he was. One time when Redlands won CBL, we went clear up to what is it, Ontario or someplace, we went there. I know it was one of them games that that Ramirez boy, Lou Ramirez played. I don't know, maybe it was before your time and now he sees me and the one that was in the team, too. He's a real good friend of mine, too, him and his wife. And he said, "Remember when you went to the football games, rooting for us?" 
I said, "Yes, and I still do." Oh, yes. 
But I didn't go to the main game. Only my cousin took my boy and my nephew, but my daughter was coming over here to junior high, so she went on one of them busses. So we had a bus, we paid for a bus for the people to go and take people to Los Angeles, I don't know where it was. 

Robert Gonzalez: Yeah, wherever they had the tournament. 

Sammy Castillo: Uh-huh. Somewhere over there, they won CBL. Oh I tell you, something for Redlands, Redlands. 

Robert Gonzalez: Do you remember what year that was? What year?

Sammy Castillo: I can't remember when that was. And Ventura told me but we belong to the same lodges here in Redlands, at the Legion. We go to the Legion there, we go to the dances and all that. 

Robert Gonzalez: How were you associated with the Legion?

Sammy Castillo: No, no, no. 

Robert Gonzalez: Oh you weren't? 

Sammy Castillo: No, no. We had, our lodges had the meetings and the dances there. 

Robert Gonzalez: At the Legion Hall?

Sammy Castillo: Yeah

Robert Gonzalez: What lodge was this?

Sammy Castillo:  It's the Progresista. 

Robert Gonzalez: Oh okay. Could you tell me a little about that?

Sammy Castillo: What? 

Robert Gonzalez: Tell me a little bit about your lodge. Oh, I don't know what it is about and all that, all I know is that I belong to it, pay dues, and that's it. The thing is that when you die you get a dollar from each member. If you belong to the Ladies' Auxiliary and to the Feminine Auxiliary you too get a dollar from each one of them. So that means, oh, there's a lot of ladies that belong. 

Robert Gonzalez: And is that still active here?

Sammy Castillo: Oh yes! We have people come from Coachella, Indio, Los Angeles, Riverside, San Bernardino, Cucamonga, Ontario, Los Angeles, up north, too. We have them coming. Just on the tenth of December we're having a big meeting with the main, big officers. I've been going to them since- oh, my little girl wasn't even born yet. Go to Los Angeles and take my kids with me just for the heck of the ride. We'd have meetings and then after that we'd have dances. We'd go up to Placentia and I'd take my children with me. 

Robert Gonzalez: I had heard of this, but I didn't think it was still going on. 

Sammy Castillo: Oh yes, yes, very much. There's a lot of ladies here that belong to it. And a lot, then they have a new one for just the older people. I forgot what it was- from sixty on you belong to it. And it's the same thing as the other ones, and we have fun. The only thing that I don't like is the Bingo deal. I don't know why I don't like Bingo, I don't like to gamble, I guess. They- my lady friend that I go with and the other one, she doesn't like it either, but the lady friend we go with oh she loves it, she'll go and- We go to the Senior Centers in San Bernardino and from there she'll take us to that Indian Reservation. Oh I don't like that. 

Robert Gonzalez: You don't like Bingo? 

Sammy Castillo: And I don't understand cards. I don't play cards. My folks would play cards at home and they would all get together. "Come on, come on!" No, no, no, It wasn't for me.
And right now she says, "Come on, Sammy, come on, I'll teach you." Teach me how to embroider and how to crochet and I'll do that. I crochet and I'll do that all the time, uh-huh. It don't bother me at all. 

Robert Gonzalez: Well there are probably a million more questions but there's only so much time to do these things. 

Sammy Castillo: Tell me. 

Robert Gonzalez: Well is there anything that I haven't asked that you'd like to talk about? 

Sammy Castillo: No but here, about my place here. 

Robert Gonzalez: Well tell me a little bit about what you've been doing since you retired. 

Sammy Castillo: Just- after I, twenty years I have started collecting clowns and I have two big boxes, one in storage and one I have here with clowns. 

Robert Gonzalez: Really? You like clowns? 

Sammy Castillo: Yes. And I have that, I have over there that clown here was brought to me from Mexico. It is beautiful, I think. My nephew brought it to me from Mexico. He trembles. Isn't that beautiful though? It's a real good- looking clown. And I've got expensive clowns, too. Like, look at this, this is, what do you call that clown, Emmett?

Robert Gonzalez: Oh, Emmett Kelly. 

Sammy Castillo: Uh-huh. Emmett Kelly. It speaks. And that's me. I think it was a week before I was fifty. And that's my youngest daughter. 

Robert Gonzalez: Are those your grandkids? 

Sammy Castillo: Oh those are, they're twins. And this is my granddaughter, but they are close, real close. They go to school together. Oh, I tell you, anywhere, look at down there. That was brought to me by one of the men that lives here. And I thought it was so cute. "Sammy, I brought it to you." And he, that man, him and I danced for a contest with Arthur Murray. We won. 
Robert Gonzalez: Really? You like to dance? You're a dancer? 

Sammy Castillo: Oh, I love to dance! That Cumbia deal, oh. And all those and down there and right here in this, these are my best ones. And I like to crochet, I crochet and I do needling, too. But I don't like it, it takes too much time. 

Robert Gonzalez: How long have you…
 
Sammy Castillo: What dear? 

Robert Gonzalez: How long have you been living here?

Sammy Castillo: It'll be five years next month, on the fifth of next month. I learned to do this kind of crocheting. This was my learning blanket. 

Robert Gonzalez: That's well done, I like crochet. 

Sammy Castillo: Now my sister wants me to make her one, she said, "That's pretty, Sam.” 

Robert Gonzalez: That's a very nice blanket. A well made blanket. 

Sammy Castillo: I know it's pretty. I had a bigger one that I made for my son. But this one I won't part with it. I don't know what else, just here. I still the dances, I won't give up. 
My mother used to say, "When are you going to stop?" I said, "Mom, I might be in that coffin and I'd still be shaking a leg." 
She says, "I believe it." 
And here, why in the daytime I come, just not today, I didn't change myself, that's how I went to eat. But I come, I get undressed, I put my muumuu on and I'll sit there, I don't watch TV that often, just nighttime, in the morning at ten, oh no, at seven I see Little House on the Prairie. And then I shut it off, I go and have my shower, and make my bed, and pick up here and there, and then I get ready and I'll sit there, watch that, what do you call it, that ten o'clock? At ten o'clock, Price is Right, and then at nighttime I see my soap stories. And that's it, I shut it off and I go to bed by seven. 
By eight o'clock I'll be in bed already. I don't stay up late. And I get up at six. I can't stay in bed anymore. My mother used to be like that. She would get up and just go and sit, start the coffee. We knew when was up already, oh, yes. My dad would get up and go get the paper. Oh yes, my dad knew how to read and write English. Well he went to school here. My mother didn't even know how to write her name, she'd make a cross. But my dad did. Well, he went to school here, he was his teacher's driver in those little carts, the pony... 

Robert Gonzalez: Those little carriages, carts. 

Sammy Castillo: Uh-huh. Carriage. He used to do that. Drive his teacher to school and put the horse away at nighttime when school was over, he would go and take her back home.

Robert Gonzalez: What school did your father go to? Was it a school around here or was it in Mexico? 

Sammy Castillo: I don't know. Not here, he didn't go to school here. 

Robert Gonzalez: It was in Mexico? 

Sammy Castillo: He was in Mexico, in El Paso. But not here. Because he started looking for a job right after. And they come and ask him, they would come and ask him for this, that and he'll tell them. 
Like me, they'll come and ask me. "Do you know when this, that," and "Who was this, who was that?" And I'll tell 'em. 
And this lady did I'll tell you that she was from East Highlands? She'll ask me, "Do you remember what went on in that?" 
I said, "Yes. Because my dad had a book." 
No, bigger, it was about so thick, where he kept writing and writing what went on and who died and what day, what year and all that. I don't know, maybe my brother has that book. 

Robert Gonzalez: Really? Because I would like to see something like that because I'm also trying to get things like that. Old family documents and photos and things. I'm making copies of them and putting them in my collection. 

Sammy Castillo: I don't know whether he's got it or not because some of the things that were left there, I don't know what happened, I really don't know. Many things that they had I don't know just what, we wondered sometimes like, was that Friday I think, I talked to my brother, and he said "Remember," forgot what he said, oh, my mother's clock, he said, "You remember that clock that clock that Gramma had?" We called her Gramma. 
I said, "Which one? The last one that she got there?" He said, "I have that blue one." It looks like the front of the high school but it wasn't, it's something that looks like it. 
I said, "You have that and I have the other one and I'm not parting with it, because that belongs to Sylvia, my oldest daughter."
She said, "Mom I want it when you go." I said, "Yeah. I have the front of the high school." And I've been wanting to hang it up. I have the little things that really, this is what they used to call the Administration Building.

Robert Gonzalez: Where was this at on the campus? Where was this at? What part of the school was it? 

Sammy Castillo: Right there where the... 

Robert Gonzalez: So this is still there.

Sammy Castillo: Uh-huh. It's still there. But no, they tore down the whole thing, all of the first and second floors. I think it was, this is third floor, they had like a little-- big assembly place here. But right there in all those, the hall, down the hall on both sides, the first and second, they had all the pictures of all the graduates from years before, and ours was the last one to go up. There's a lady here that graduated with me, too and her boyfriend now, Frank Moore, I don't know whether you know him. 

Robert Gonzalez: Yeah, I know him. 

Sammy Castillo: He works at a bank. And he said, he still calls me Padilla. "Padilla, remember these people?" "Sure I do." 
You know that I used to go with a lot of white people. They used to just come... 
[End side A, tape 2]
And they would be leaving for home and they'd see me right there, waiting for the bus. And they'd say, "Aren't you gone yet?"  I said, "Well my bus isn't here yet, so how can I go?" And they'd go and, girls and boys- There's a lady, she lives upstairs above me, her sister graduated with me. We used to play tennis together, and she still remembers, she said, "Padilla, remember when we used to play tennis?"
 I said, "Yes. But the," what do you call it, "the tennis court is not there anymore.” 
It was facing the Mullens, the Mullens Auditorium. Those were good days. 
And I'd go to town or go to the market and people that know me, there's ladies that know me that went to school with me, even the Class President. He'll come and just put his arms around me, "I haven't seen you for a long time." On reunion days, like say we had the fiftieth, now we had the fifty-five, and they all come. 
And Charlotte, my lady friend that goes with me everywhere, she said, "Sammy, all these people they come to you and look at them! They just circle around you!" 
I said, "That's the way they were with me in my school days." 
My lady friends, there's one that was living in Hollywood, Carole Art. She used to have her house was on Pioneer, real pretty Spanish-style house with a tennis court in front. I don't know whether it's still there or what, but If I don't see her, she'll come to me on our reunions and talk to me. 
And Charlotte said, "I do believe it now, I do. All these things you tell me, that all your friends were close to you."
 I said, "Yes. They would be growing up and they'd see me waiting there, they'd come back and stay there until I would take up on the bus." 
Some of the girls would have their mothers bring me home. I never stayed at night, no, because I had a job to do at home. But I would talk and talk to them during the day, I had, I was in one of my hardest, and I remember that, but I got it, that's where I got my senior essay, in Civics. I got first place. And that Charles Cram wanted it so bad! He was from East Highlands. And even his mother came and talked to me and talked to my dad. "I don't know yet, Mr. Padilla how she ever did it."
He said, "Did he ever stay up at night like she did, one and two in the morning, writing on that typewriter?" She said, "I don't know, but I know sometimes he did." 
He said, "Well she would stay up every night, mostly, until she got that." 
I forgot what it was about, but it was government. Oh my gosh, nobody to help me, my father didn't know nothing from war and all that, my brothers, they never graduated, so they didn't know. So when I did get it, I got it up here at, they used to give us a big part of our awards at the time you graduated when you were up on the stage. We were up on the stage, now there's so many of them that they stay on the benches. When they called, when we seen the program that they gave us, I just seen 'Award of Civics', all that, you know? And then, my dad just, my brother said that he was there and he about fainted when they called me to the front to receive my award. That was one of my main, what do you call 'em? Scholarships. 
"How did you ever do it?"
"I don't know, but everything was in the paragraphs and the titles of that we were supposed to do. I don't know." 
Mr. Wilson said, "You did it, Padilla, you did it." 
And then I went and told him about, I think it was the next day that she went right away to me, the mother, and I told Mr. Wilson. 
He said, "She did? Why?" 
"They didn't think that a Mexican could come up with something like that." 
He said, "Yes, they can if they put their foot down and keep going and going straight like you did, you would have everything." 
My tests and everything, right like he wanted them, and I did it. I never belonged to no Spanish Clubs or nothing, no. I never belonged to no club in high school, nah. 

Robert Gonzalez: You just did your thing. Were you involved in any sports or anything like that?

Sammy Castillo: I liked sports, tennis and basketball. Oh, I loved basketball. We went on a play day, we went up to San Bernardino and I got me a little trophy. Not so big, but our school got it, Redlands. I was in the Junior, I was a Junior then. I had a nice, I had a good life. 

Robert Gonzalez: It sounds like it. It does sound like it. 

Sammy Castillo: I had a good life and... I mean we lived over there and we didn't have lights and nobody would be on the street at night like they do now. they don't, they still don't, and they have lights now. And everybody was home. And come Christmas we had those Posadas. Oh, that was nice. Posadas, my mother had it and she had that Guadalupe Rosary Day, too. On the main day we had piñatas and what have you, oh it was fun. Yes. 

 Robert Gonzalez: It sounds like some very good times out there. 

Sammy Castillo: Oh I tell you, I'm so glad I was brought up over there, rather than here. Redlands wasn't like this, anyway, at all. We didn't have very many of these streets that are, say, like Redlands Boulevard wasn't there. The main street was Orange Street down to Third Street. And then go, we didn't have a Fifth Street then, but we had a Third Street. And here we had Brookside, we didn't have a Redlands Boulevard, we didn't have no what do you call them, those freeways, we didn't have nothing like that, no. There's a lot of it. 

Robert Gonzalez: It's changed even since the time I was born, the time that I was a little I was a boy. It's been a little while. 

Sammy Castillo: Just think, you're younger than me, you would have seen some, not very much. 

Robert Gonzalez: I've seen a bit, I was born in 1964, so I've seen a little bit. 

Sammy Castillo: Oh yes, I was nine years when I started going to school.

Robert Gonzalez: Oh that's right, you said that. So you finished school when you were about nineteen, eighteen years old? 

Sammy Castillo: I was nineteen when I graduated, almost nineteen because my birthday was in October.

Robert Gonzalez: You were born when? I didn't get that. When were you born? 

Sammy Castillo: What dear? Oh, 1918.

Robert Gonzalez: October what?

Sammy Castillo: Twenty-fifth. 

Robert Gonzalez: So you just had a birthday? 

Sammy Castillo: I just had a birthday. 

Robert Gonzalez: Happy birthday.

Sammy Castillo: About three, four weeks ago. 

Robert Gonzalez: And you were born in East Highlands?

Sammy Castillo: East Highlands. Right there in the old homestead. 

Robert Gonzalez: Is your families' home still there?

Sammy Castillo: What dear?

Robert Gonzalez: Is the house that your parents lived in still there?

Sammy Castillo: No no, they tore it down. They built another one.

Robert Gonzalez: Well, I think that’s about it, we’ve talked awhile today. I don’t want to take too much of your time, but thank you so very much, I enjoyed talking to you for the tape. I really appreciate that.

