Note: Dashed lines [—] denote words that were unable to be rendered due to low volume and poor quality of recording.

Robert Gonzales: Today is February 14, 1995. I am interviewing Mr. Edward Barbo at his home at 1243 north Sixth Street in Redlands. The interviewer is Robert Gonzales. Mr. Barbo, could you tell me a little bit about your family when they came to Redlands and how long you've been here.

Edward Barbo: Well my family came from Arizona. Let's see, I was born here in 1928 so, about '27 I think. My brother was born in Arizona in '26.

Robert Gonzales: Where in Arizona did your family come from?

Edward Barbo: My mother was born in Mesa, my dad was from, he was from Mexico.

Robert Gonzales: Do you know where in Mexico?

Edward Barbo: Yeah, I think he came from Sonora.

Robert Gonzales: Do you know why your family came to Redlands.

Edward Barbo: No I don't.

Robert Gonzales: Did you have any relatives here or in the area?

Edward Barbo: No. I think they were just, they used to come in the San Joaquin Valley to work, and I think on one of them trips they just stayed here.

Robert Gonzales: What did your father do here in town?

Edward Barbo: He was a laborer for [tape fades]. He used to take care of, he had fifty acres of oranges that he would take care of. What was the name? Wheaton. Wheaton, Allen Wheaton.

Robert Gonzales: He was the mayor here in town, wasn't it Wheaton?

Edward Barbo: He was a bank president, I don't know, he was a bank president.

Robert Gonzales: So you were saying, your father worked for Allen Wheaton?

Edward Barbo: Yeah, until he retired. I think he was, I don't remember what year it was, '65 I believe. He was born 1903 and he retired at 62, If I remember right.

Robert Gonzales: What sort of work did he do?

Edward Barbo: He irrigated and pruned, he did the general upkeep of the groves.

Robert Gonzales: What are some of your earliest memories of Redlands?

Edward Barbo: Oh, you mean in town, anything?

Robert Gonzales: Sure, anything, anything.

Robert Gonzales: What did you think of North Carolina coming from Redlands?

Edward Barbo: Oh, it was all right. The weather was a lot different. But the people were, there were, of course there was a lot of prejudice toward the colored men, you know, but it was all right. I went to Fort Benning from there, to school, Jump School. After about, I was there about six months I guess, before I left.

Robert Gonzales: From Benning?

Edward Barbo: Yeah, from Benning.

Robert Gonzales: Did you go somewhere else after that?

Edward Barbo: No, I came back to Fort Bragg and I stayed there until I got discharged.

Robert Gonzales: So you were discharged in 1949, and after that?

Edward Barbo: I got married. I got married and, well I worked, I went to San Diego and worked for, I have to think what was the name, they used to build the B-36's, they built the T29's there. I can't remember the name of the outfit, but I worked there until they called me to Norton. I worked up there about a year, maybe less. I went to work at Norton and I retired there in '83.

Robert Gonzales: What did you do at Norton.

Edward Barbo: I was an aircraft mechanic.

Robert Gonzales: And you started there when?

Edward Barbo: '51.

Robert Gonzales: So you were there over thirty years, you must have seen a lot of changes and things.

Edward Barbo: Oh yeah, a lot of changes in aircraft and a lot of changes in that base, construction-wise, you know. But it was all right. I was eligible to retire at 55 so I just went ahead and did it. I was in a position where I could do it, you know? My house was paid for and the kids grown up, and we didn't have too much for me to worry about then, so I just went ahead and retired.

Robert Gonzales: Let’s go back a bit to what things were like in Redlands when you were younger, before you went into the military and just after coming back. What sort of thing do you remember was there to do, available anything, what did people do around here?

Edward Barbo: When was this?

Robert Gonzales: When you were younger, just before you went into the Service and just after you got out. So around the '40's, the early '50's.

Edward Barbo: There really wasn't too much here. I can't really remember. Go out with the gang, drink a little beer once in awhile, you know, but never got into any trouble, not like it is today. It wasn't like that.

Robert Gonzales: Where were some of the places that you'd go to around here?

Edward Barbo: Oh, we'd go to the movies a lot, and the pool hall there on Orange Street. We'd get together and go to the beach sometimes, up in the mountains. There really wasn't too much to do. It was a quiet little town here, they used to roll up the sidewalks at nine o'clock. There's a lot of churches in this town, that are still in this town.

Robert Gonzales: Were you active or were any of your family active in any local church?

Edward Barbo: No, no. Oh they used to send me to church when I was a little kid, but that was years and years ago. I was never too attached to the Church.

Robert Gonzales: What church, where did your family go?

Edward Barbo: Oh, down to St. Mary's.

Robert Gonzales: Were you involved in any organizations, political, or like the Legion, any clubs or anything like that?

Edward Barbo: No. [Mrs. Barbo: You tried to get in there, remember but...] I wasn't eligible. [Yeah, he wasn't eligible.] We used to go dancing there a lot right after we got married.

Edward Barbo: Yeah. 

Robert Gonzales: A little more about working at Norton. How many people, do you know, well, roughly how many people were working there just after the war, do you know how many people? 

Edward Barbo: You mean how many people were working at Norton?

Robert Gonzales: At Norton, yeah.

Edward Barbo: Oh, I think right around oh, the early '50's they had 10,000 employees down there. There was a lot of people, it was just like ants on that black line, with all that remodeling and all the maintenance going on.

Robert Gonzales: Tell me a bit more about your particular job. You were an aircraft mechanic. Were there any particular planes you worked on or did you work on anything that came in there?

Edward Barbo: Whatever they had contracts on. We worked, when we first started we had the P-51's. And we had the old, what were they? It isn't, it's a sea plane. PUI's —, real early aircraft. Then as the years progressed, we, you know, we worked the old —- birds, the C-47's, and the SA-16's, and then we started the, I don't remember, I can't even remember now. Anyway, I worked all them aircraft, them later in years, I was in the, we used to park the transit aircraft and take care of those. Then from there, I went into the shop where we used to work the controls, hydraulics and rigging, and oh, whatever came around that had to do with transit aircraft. Tuned engines, and we'd help the other shops with the landing gears and whatever came up. And -— and replace controls, —, and whatever. Yeah we kept pretty busy with that, till I had a surgery in '81, I think. I had a heart bypass and they kind of put me in a job where I, where there was nothing strenuous. I was working in repairs inside the shop, and then a couple of years later I retired, in '83. That was the end of my career.

Robert Gonzales: Were there a lot of people from Redlands or the Redlands area, Mentone, Yucaipa or wherever employed out at Norton?

Edward Barbo: Yeah, all over the county. I used to carry about five guys to work, I used to ride with in my —, take them out there for awhile 'til I went on graveyard, I don't know I worked graveyard for, I don't know, about 20 years, and then I just used to ride by myself.

Robert Gonzales: What are some of the biggest changes that you've noticed that have happened to Redlands?

Edward Barbo: To Redlands? Well one of the biggest changes is when all those packing houses closed, that was a, well you know, one by one they kept closing. They had, gee when I was a kid, they had at least, well I would say active, a good ten of them. Then they just kept dwindling to where I think they only had one or two left, I think, maybe two.

Robert Gonzales: There's two, there's two. Foothill and Dole. San Bernardino Avenue, just those two. Is there anything else that you think, that you would like to talk about, any questions that you have or things you want to add?

Edward Barbo: Another big change is when they start bringing all these — out and making homes and people commuting from here into L.A. That was a big change.

Robert Gonzales: Do you think its made the town better or worse?

Edward Barbo: Oh I don't think it helped any. A lot of crime came into with these big changes, especially the last — and that would be from L.A. from that area down there west of here, down out here. A lot of changes.

Robert Gonzales: Well, okay that's pretty much it those are all the questions I have, and I thank you very much for your time, I appreciate it.
