RG: Today I am interviewing Mr. Robert Garcia at Smiley Library, it is
March 23, 1995 and this is Robert Gonzales. Mr. Garcia, could you tell me when and where you were bom?
BG: I was bom in Redlands.
RG: What year?
BG: 1909.
RG: So that would make you...
BG: Ninety-six years, no. Eighty-six years old.
RG: Eighty-six years old? Okay, and you've lived here all your life?
BG: Well I lived down in Ensenada for about two years. Otherwise I've
been here all my life.
RG: Where in Redlands were you bom?
BG: Well let's see, I'm not sure about that. I think I was bom at the old
Redlands hospital up here. But I'm not sure on that. If I wasn't bom there I was bom on Lawton Street.
RG: Is that where you were raised, up on Lawton Street?
BG: No, I was raised up in Yucaipa.
RG: Tell me a little bit about your parents and your grandparents, if you
know anything about your grandparents.
BG: Well my dad came to California in 1900.
RG: What was his name?
BG: Raphael Garcia.
RG: Where did he come from?
BG: Chihuahua.
RG: What about your mother?
BG: Well she also come from Chihuahua but I'm not sure what year she
come here, or how long after my dad got here that she come here, but I'm not sure. But it wasn't too long, I know.
RG: What was her name?
BG: Juanita.
RG: And here last name?
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BG: Garcia- Hernandez.
RG: Hernandez, okay.
BG: Well lefs see, how do you- she went, her middle name, her maiden
name was Hernandez.
RG: What did your father do for a living?
BG: Well when my father first came to California he worked at the
Singleton Dairy in El Casco and I don't know how long he worked there but he didn't believe in working for somebody else, he wanted to work for himself. So he started farming and I don't know how long he farmed in El Casco but he came to Yucaipa and that's where I was raised. That's where we lived when I was bom, but I was bom here in Redlands.
And we farmed there and we farmed for, well we used to raise hay, oat hay for the Redlands growers. See at that time every grower had horses, they didn't have the tractors, they used to haul the oranges on wagons and cultivate their groves with horses. We had, we raised hay, that's what we did and we had a few head of cattle, that was at first. Then after some time I don't know... see I don't remember dates.
RG: That's all right.
BG: He bought a bailer, an old-time bailer that used to work with horses
instead of power and he bailed hay for a few years and then he bought a
power bailer. And we used to bail all over the Yucaipa Valley and just all over. We went over to the Moreno Valley and we used to bail hay. That's how he earned his living.
RG: And you worked for him when you were young, or when did you start
working?
BG: Well I was going to school then. I didn't have too much schooling, but
I did go to school. And I worked on the hay, this was a summer job only, that's when you bailed the hay, was in the summer. And I worked on the hay bailer for a long time. And after that when things
went bad there then we moved— well you're not interested in
everything we did are you?
RG: Sure, yeah I am. Go ahead, please.
BG: We went to, out to the Mojave River and we had a farm out there, we
grew alfalfa but it wasn't, we didn't make a living at it, lefs put it that way, so we came back to Redlands My dad always had the idea of going back to Mexico, so in 1926 he went back to Mexico. And he failed there
because he went to Chihuahua and tried to farm—dry farm— and it
just wasn't feasible at that time, there was no rain and he, well he didn't make a go of it there, so he came back.
He stayed here a short time in Redlands and he says, "I'm not gonna work for anybody, I'm gonna go back, I'm gonna go back to Mexico and he always had the idea he wanted to go back to Mexico like a lot of people at that time did, I don't know whether you've heard that or not.
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RG: No, tell me about it.
BG: Oh, it was all the old people used to want to go back to Mexico. And
when he went back he couldn't make a go of it so he came back, stayed here for a while and then we went back to, he went to lower California and he started a farm there, but he just barely made enough to survive on. I went down there and I stayed there for about a year, year and a half I guess, I guess about two years, I guess it was, and I could see that I wasn't making anything so I came back here and here I am.
RG: How old were you when you were down there?
BG: Let's see, this was, about Twenty, Twenty-One. Twenty-three years old.
RG: You mentioned that you had some schooling, where did you go to
school?
BG: Well first of all I went to the, I was living in Yucaipa, I went to a little
red schoolhouse in Live Oak Canyon and I went there up to the, until I guess it was the fourth grade, and then they closed that school. So then they started to bus the kids into Redlands and we used to come back, come to the McKinley School.
RG: I forgot to ask you this, now where in Yucaipa did you live?
BG: Well lived up there in just above Crystal Springs. I don't know what
the...
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RG: I'm not sure, I know the canyon area, but I don't know if it's Crystal
Springs.
BG: Well like I say, you won't know it, but I don't think there's too many
old-towners that know it either. But there used to be some springs there and people from Germany come in there and of course they were there before I can remember. And their name was, let me think a minute. Leave that little place open because I'll think about it. See when you get to be my age you forget a lot of these things. [Laughs)
RG: Well take your time, you've got plenty of time.
BG: Well from there, well we were living in Redlands, I mean we lived
there, now what else?
RG: Okay well, let's see. We were talking about, I'm kind of interested in
this Crystal Springs area. Where was that at and were there other families there?
BG: Well Crystal Springs is just above, well wait a minute. It's right below,
just north of where the Yucaipa turnoff is, where Yucaipa boulevard turns off of 1-10. And that's where we used to live. And this Crystal Springs is about a mile or mile and a half down this way, I would say north or north-west of where we used to live. And I'll tell you where it is, you know where Wabash goes up the hill there? That new road they cut there that goes up to Sunset?
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RG: Yeah.
BG: All right, just above that, that was part of Crystal Springs Ranch.
RG: Oh, okay, all right. So your father, he bailed hay from the beginning?
BG: Well primarily we used to grow hay, we used to farm probably two
hundred acres. It wasn't our land, it was just, we leased it and he used to farm it. And we bailed that hay, we bailed other people's hay all over.
RG: Now was that something that was year-round that kept him working
all the time or was there anything else he was involved with?
BG: No this was, farming, you don't do that all the time, you know? You do
it certain seasons, and this was in the summertime. Late spring and early summer I guess it was.
RG: What else did you or father do?
BG: Well that was a full-time job because when we where bailing hay he
was plowing to plant it, you know that was a year-round job. We used to haul fertilizer in the wintertime when there wasn't anything to do up there. He used to and I, you know, we all helped him. We'd haul fertilizer down at these orange groves. And, well before we'd come to school we'd have to help him load the wagons and in the evening maybe we would, but he'd make two loads of manure. And that's some
of the income that we used to have, that and well you know, he was busy all the time. But he didn't like to work for somebody else, he was an independent man.
RG: Did he have his own wagon and horse?
BG: Oh, yeah. We had six head of horses and two wagons. We had all the
farming equipment we needed and we had two hay bailers, we wound up with two hay bailers at the last. But when we first started we started out with a old, old-timer and thats what we did.
RG: Let's see, what else from your childhood sticks out in your memory,
anything in particular?
BG: Nothing in particular, no. Just regular kids, no I can't think of anything
that would be out, you know anything that anybody would be interested in.
RG: Like I said, whatever comes to mind feel free to talk about.
BG: Now we can get on the citrus theme.
RG: Okay.
BG: And I'm, you know I've been in that, I was in it for about forty-five
years.
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RG: Well how did you get started in it?
BG: Well because I couldn't get a job anyplace else I started picking oranges.
I picked oranges for about two weeks and I was very helpful around the crew. I saw what had to be done and I'd do it and I didn't have to be told, I'd just do it.
So the field man at the particular house made me, he asks me he says, "Do you want to be a foreman, picking foreman?"
And I says, "I don't know anything about this business."
He says, "Hell, anybody can do it." So I tried it And I worked at that for about nine years. I was running a crew.
RG: For who, out of where?
BG: For the Redlands Select, Stuart Hinkley was the manager.
RG: Tell me a bit about what your responsibilities were as a picking
foreman.
BG: Well I used to have to recruit the pickers at that time and we'd take
them out, I think about it now, it makes me laugh. We used put them on a flatbed truck because most of the pickers didn't have cars like they do now, and they'd hang their feet over the sides of the truck, you know? We'd go down, not freeways, but highways, and we'd pick oranges, we'd pick a lot of grapefruit in Fontana, and around here we'd pick oranges.
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My job was to keep track of the boxes, keep track of what fruit was sent to the packing house, whose it was, what date it was picked and that was it picked right. Because, you know, you just didn't go out and pull it off, at that time we had clippers. Well they do yet but they don't use them as much as we used to. You know, at that time we had to do a good job picking because well, I think that at that time the packing houses didn't have the ways and means of protecting that fruit and saving it. And, how should I put that, so it wouldn't decay.
RG: Preserving it?
BG: Yeah. And we had to be careful how we picked it, we couldn't scratch it.
I mean we did some, but we tried to do as good a job as we could. That was my responsibility. I did that for about nine years.
RG: Did you get paid by, how did you get paid?
BG: Under the table. We got paid, it was so ridiculous I can't believe it, are
you ready? We used to get, I used to get a half a cent a box for taking the pickers out, running their crew, and then I'd have to throw off the boxes. We used to have boxes, small boxes, not bins like we do now. These boxes weighed about fifty-five pounds. We used to put about fifty pounds of fruit in them and I'd take them and distribute the boxes in the row, keep track of how many boxes each picker picked. And then when the truck would come in I would have to stack them on the truck. The truck driver would set them on the bed and I would stack
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them five and six high, mostly six high. And we'd pick oh, from eight hundred to twelve hundred boxes a day, that was average.
RG: How many men in the crew did you have?
BG: Oh, around twenty, eighteen, twenty. But sometimes we had more,
depends on what we needed, that was my job. If they said we need so
many boxes then I— we'd try to average out what we had to pick every
day, see? In other words we had an estimate of how much fruit we had in the packing house. We knew how many days or how long a time we had to pick it and we'd try and prorate it so it would, you know, it'd end up at the right time of the season.
RG: Now you were making you said a half a cent a box?
BG: That's what I used to get.
RG: What would pickers get per box?
BG: Well they used to get six cents when I went to work there. Before that
they used to only get five! And pickers would, well they would make from fifty to a hundred boxes but mostly they'd pick around sixty-five, seventy boxes, providing the grove was any good. We had some real bad groves and we had some good groves.
RG: About what year was this?
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BG: Oh, I didn't get that.
RG: What would you do? Your average day in the groves from the time
you get up to the time you left the groves?
BG: Oh, I'd make four or five dollars a day.
RG: Four or five dollars a day? Okay. And you had to pick the pickers up at
their houses or did they meet you someplace?
BG: No we all went, they would come to the packing house.
RG: The packing house, okay. Usually what time would you start work?
BG: We'd usually leave the packing house at about six. When we'd start
working, it would depend on the weather, if the trees are wet we can't pick. If the weather was dry we'd start picking as soon as we could see or soon as, 'cause it was the winter time, see? We'd probably start by seven o'clock.
RG: What time would you usually end?
BG: Whenever we'd get our quota picked, whatever they needed. If they'd
give us the go ahead and say pick all you can we'd probably go until four o'clock.
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RG: Your quota was set by the packing house based on what they needed at
a given time or did they do it like, did they figure for the season what they'd need, how was that figured out?
BG: Well we had a prorate and we had to fill our prorate. And if we'd go
into a grove and we'd prorate our pickers— I mean our growers. See, if
a grower had forty acres, a hundred acres, a grower only had ten acres, see we'd try to prorate so everybody'd get their fare share. And we'd do
that on account of the price. We used to have a— this is our packing house — we used to have a season pool and all the growers would get
the same. So it were only fair that we prorate the picking so everybody would average the same amount of money.
RG: About how many growers were represented by each house?
BG: It just depended on how good we were. If we had good returns we'd
have a lot of growers. If our returns weren't so good they'd go someplace else. And we had about what we could handle at that time.
RG: So you said that you worked for Redlands Select for about nine years,
right?
BG: I worked for Redlands Select for nine years as a Foreman.
RG: As a foreman. And then after that?
BG: Well after that was when we brought the Braceros in.
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RG: Which was 1940, about '42?
BG: In '41. I don't know, it was in there someplace. The fact that I could
speak Spanish, get along with these guys I was made the Field Man. I was in charge of picking up the fruit and delivering it to the packing house. I harvest the fruit and brought it to the packing house, and I was in charge of that. And I did that as long as there was Redlands Select, that was quite some time.
And then we merged with another house. When we did that, well it was still Redlands Select. And then we merged with a house from Colton and then we called it the United Citrus Growers. I worked for
them, I guess I worked for them from about 19— as a Field Man—
from about 1940 to 1956 for the Redlands Select, and then after that I worked for the United Citrus.
RG: Now you mentioned Braceros. Let's get into that tell me about the
Braceros or the program.
BG: Well, what did you want to know?
RG: Whatever you can tell me about it because I'm very interested in...
BG: Well we couldn't get local help so we had to import these people from
Mexico. And we had a good program because we used to withhold I think, I'm not sure, but I think it was ten per cent of their salary and we'd send that to their families in Mexico. And they were kept over at the Cone Camp. They had a place to stay, good food, and we used to go
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and get 'em and transport 'em off to groves and they would do our picking. Yeah, see all our help, all our good help is gone to war and we didn't have any help.
RG: Well tell me, what were the Braceros like as workers, how were they as
workers?
BG: The best. Well there some that was, I had to fire one now and then to
straighten them out but I'd fire one and the rest of them would straighten out Well we had to break them in because it was easier to pull 'em than clip 'em We used to have to clip them and it was easier to pull them. And they'd say, 'Why dip them when you can pull them so easy?' But see that wasn't it You'd pull them and you'd break the skin and they'd decay, so I would break them in, I had no problem with them, we had good crews and I did my job.
RG: Now let's see, you did that still for Redlands Select, right?
BG: Well up to '56.
RG: Up to '56, okay.
BG: And then it was United Citrus. It was the same deal, only we changed
the name and consolidated with another house.
RG: Let's see. And then from there with United Citrus you worked for how
long?
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BG: Oh I guess I worked for them for let me see, I can't remember dates. I
don't remember. It was 'til they closed, 'til we closed it, then I retired.
RG: Did you do the same work, you pretty much kept on doing the same
work? Or with United Citrus did you do something else?
BG: No, I did the same work.
RG: Tell me about some of the people that you worked with over the years.
BG: Worked with?
RG: Yeah, anyone that particularly stands out in you mind?
BG: Well, I can tell you about my foreman, the guy that I had to have as a
foreman. I had Phil Romero, and you probably heard of him or know him, he worked for me. I had a fellow by the name of Joaquin Garcia, he was one of the Braceros. He was probably one of the best foremen I ever had, well, either he or Phil were one of the best. Let's not say he was one of the best because I'm gonna hurt somebody, I'm gonna hurt Phil's kids, because Phil was good.
But this guy here was, oh he was fantastic. He was an educated man. He was much more educated than I was. The only thing that I had over him was the fact that I could speak English and I was responsible, thafs about all. And then I had, well I made several of those guys foremens, several Braceros. In fact today the Foothill Groves has about three, four,
BG: BG: RG: BG: RG: RG: BG: RG: BG: RG: IOh, Where Inow. bought Where Well Oh, Imarried? And on For working they believe lived was for where yeah. Foothill? you from probably And thirty. here did aat? ait for house have Iminute. 1950 was at the have you in me on We'll have Redlands. arest 725, Ithere, live? and six. Herald? family? lived Well I'm of probably five Ithey have we the down not foremen let's were lived time five sure. come there see, Braceros. 18 boys there. IIthat lived think how on back and IWest made up, that's old to a girl. oranges IPark were foremans lived what Avenue you it but onwas. when Herald Iwhen want where they you Street, to Imove were live got I
RG: Tell me about that neighborhood at the time, what was it like?
BG: Well at that time, well I hate to say it because it, that would sound, that
wouldn't sound right. If you turn that off I'll tell you, but I don't want to...
[Pause]
RG: What was it like living in north side Redlands in general during the
Twenties, Thirties, Forties, whenever you lived there? What was that area like, what were the shops you know, who ran the stores?
BG: There were no shops there.
RG: There was nothing?
BG: Well on Herald Street there wasn't, there was no shops at all.
RG: What about farther down?
BG: Well the only shop there was there, the closest grocery store was a little
grocery store on the comer of Colton Avenue and Sixth Street. That's all, the rest of them were in town. Wynn's Drugstore was there but there was no grocery store. You know where Wynn's was, Wynn's Drug Store?
RG: Right. It was on...
BG: On the comer or Orange and Colton Avenue.
RG: Colton Avenue.
BG: The Casa Loma Hotel was there.
RG: Oh, okay. It was there at the time? Okay. What was that like? I don't
think I've ever even seen pictures of the hotel. What was the hotel like?
BG: Well that wasn't a hotel, it was a dormitory.
RG: Oh, it was a dorm?
BG: No, wait a minute. It was a hotel, yeah. I think it was President Lincoln
that stayed there. Not Lincoln but McKinley.
RG: McKinley stayed there?
BG: I think he slept there one night. But don't put that down because I'm
not sure.
RG: Okay, no problem.
BG: But you can say that one of the Presidents stayed there, that would be
all right.
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RG: All right. Now you worked during the Thirties in the groves, right?
Was there ever any kind of labor organization, anybody trying to get the pickers into a union?
BG: Yeah there were. Well we were just ahead of them, thats all.
RG: Tell me about that, a little bit about that.
BG: Well that part, we had, they had some meetings over in East
Highlands. And I went to them but I didn't participate in them because I wasn't interested in them.
RG: What were they asking for?
BG: Well they wanted to organize us.
RG: What did they see, I'm gonna get to the other side. [End Side 1]
[Editor's note: The remainder of this interview is incomplete due to a technical failure during the taping. The transcript begins approximately 20 minutes into side two of the recording.]
BG: I didn't know him personally for only maybe five years at the end of
his, before he retired, before he passed away. And as far as I know he was a very respected man, he was very dependable. And he worked for the, I have the name in my mind but I forget now, well you put that
down and I'll tell you more about him. But I knew him, he was a very 21
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BG: No, not migrant But anyhow, that's how, I can't think of the word.
You know when you get old you forget these things, you know what's the most embarrassing thing that I've run across is I go to town, I see somebody that I've known for a long time, I know his name real well and I see him and I can't think of their name. That's embarrassing. But anyhow, I told him, I says "Are you..." you know I told him, "I've been here before, I was here before your ancestors. My ancestors were here before your ancestors." That's not true, but I told him that, anyhow. And he didn't know what to say.
RG: There's not much to say about that.
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BG: Weil you know, when I go across the border they ask me, "What's your
nationality?" I tell them, "American. I'm as American as he is because he come here, or his ancestors come here." See?
I tell him, "I pay my taxes, I vote, I don't owe anybody, so, what?" And it's true, there's a lot of good Mexican people, a lot of good Mexican people. There's a lot of rats, too. But they classify, a few of us give us a bad name. But hell they just... No, I guess percentage-wise there wouldn't be as many Anglos, percentage-wise as many bad Anglos as there are Mexicans, percentage wise.
RG: Well I don't know, there's a lot more of them as there are of us.
Speaking of percentages of people, that just reminded me of a question I had. Were most of the pickers throughout your career Mexican?
BG: Yes.
RG: Okay, most of them were.
BG: Very, very few White people. And I tried to discourage them because I
know that they weren't gonna make it, there was a few that I had that were all right, but very, very few. I'd come in and I'd try to break them in and they just couldn't make it.
RG: Really? Why? Was the work just too demanding?
BG: Well I don't know why, I think the Mexicans, what's the word?
Anyhow, they don't, they're not as quick of hand as the Mexicans. It's 24
like these stoop laborers, you go out here to the old Gregory Ranch and they have these Chinese people are running that, see. And they've got forty or fifty Mexicans out there working. And they can stoop all day and they can do it You take, an Anglo can't do that. I can't do it, not because I'm not Mexican but, I guess when I was young I could have but I can't anymore.
RG: Now early on they had separate crews, they had Japanese crews, they
had Indian crews that all had Spanish names but there was an Indian crew, Mexican crew, White crews. Did you ever run crews of Japanese or any other workers?
BG: No. But I did know there were some Anglo crews that were good. Now
the Foothill at one time wouldn't hire a Mexican either in the packing house or in the field. They had nothing but White crews and they did alright.
RG: And this was Foothill?
BG: Yeah Foothill did that.
RG: Redlands Co-op also?
BG: Well no, they had Mexicans.
RG: They did have some White crews.
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BG: Yeah they had, now I don't know whether they had entirely White
crews but they had some White people working for them, some Anglos, yeah.
RG: Okay. I was just curious about that because that kind of came up when I
was reading up on this.
BG: I can't give you any of the- I wish I could tell you some of the fellas
that I knew, they could give you the whole history of it. But they're all gone. There was one man, Stem Daniels. He could enlighten you up a lot. Stem was a very reasonable man, he was a good man. I liked him. I still like him but I never see him anymore. I see him at the bank every now and then.
RG: He's still around?
BG: Yeah he's around but I haven't seen him for a long time. And his boy is
around. He's a very nice guy. What's his name? I can't think of his name but he was a football player on the high school team and he was a little guy but boy, he had the guts and he was good, he was fast. Stem Daniels was on the Redlands High School team, too. He was an end but he was a little guy. But boy, he was a litter fighter. His son was bigger but he was still little, and he was good.
RG: Let's see, if there was one thing that you could pick out, all your years
here in Redlands, one memory, what stands out?
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BG: I'd say that it's a good place to live. It's a good town, not as good as it
used to be I don't think, but it's still a good place to live.
RG: Well I think that that's it for today. Thank you very much.
BG: Well if you want, if you think I can give you any more information
you make a list of it.
RG: I will.
BG: And we'll get together and I'll try to remember some of these things,
some of these dates. I'll tell you who you can talk to and get more information on this, what the Redlands Farm Labor turned into is this group over in Corona. Call him sometime. I think he'll talk.
RG: Now who is this?
BG: His name is Tim Farmer. He is the manager of the Redlands Foothill.
He won't give you much of his time because he's a busy man, but he'll talk.
RG: Okay, great. Thank you very much.
