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Financial Planning by Jesus 
 
Don’t Fall For Fool’s Gold: 
Luke 16:1-15 
 
  

The end of our life is a myth - plan for beyond death. 
  1 Timothy 6:17-19    Matthew 6:19-24 

 
 

 
 The only investments that count are people. 
  Matthew 5:13-16    1 Peter 2:11-12    Ephesians 5:15-17  

 
  

 
This life is simply a resume for what we do in eternity. 
Luke 16:10-12   19:17-19    Matthew 5:12   25:21-23    Genesis 1:28    2 Timothy 2:12,  
Luke 22:28-30    1 Corinthians 6:2-3    Revelation 22:5    Matthew 13:43    Romans 8:16-17,  
Isaiah 9:7    Daniel 7:15-28    Revelation 2:26   3:21   5:9-10   7:13-15   20:4-6   

 
 

 
Three Tips For Investing Wisely: 
Luke 16:19-31    Matthew 10:16 

 
 
 �  Be strategic about your investments, and set goals.    
 

 
 �  Start with one person in mind. 
 
 

 
�  Investing is easier when we realize it isn’t our money. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

For a free audio or video copy of this message go to northcoastchurch.com 

facebook.com/NorthCoastChurchVista • Twitter: @northcoasttalk 

 



Food for Thought for the week of September 11, 2016 

(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 
 

1.  If we are going to be involved in ministry and make strategic investments with our lives, it will require 
our willingness to serve and even suffer for others.  Acts 20:17-34 shows us some of the things Paul had 
to endure in order to carry out his ministry.  What stands out to you about what Paul was willing to go 
through? 
 

Acts 20:17-34 New International Version (NIV) 
17 From Miletus, Paul sent to Ephesus for the elders of the church.18 When they arrived, he 
said to them: “You know how I lived the whole time I was with you, from the first day I 
came into the province of Asia.19 I served the Lord with great humility and with tears and in 

the midst of severe testing by the plots of my Jewish opponents. 20 You know that I have 
not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but have taught you publicly 

and from house to house. 21 I have declared to both Jews and Greeks that they must turn 
to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 
22 “And now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to Jerusalem, not knowing what will 

happen to me there. 23 I only know that in every city the Holy Spirit warns me that prison 
and hardships are facing me.24 However, I consider my life worth nothing to me; my only 
aim is to finish the race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me—the task of 

testifying to the good news of God’s grace. 
25 “Now I know that none of you among whom I have gone about preaching the 
kingdom will ever see me again. 26 Therefore, I declare to you today that I am innocent of 

the blood of any of you. 27 For I have not hesitated to proclaim to you the whole will of 
God. 28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 29 I 

know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the 
flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to draw 

away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I never 
stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 
32 “Now I commit you to God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give 

you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified. 33 I have not coveted anyone’s silver 
or gold or clothing. 34 You yourselves know that these hands of mine have supplied my own 
needs and the needs of my companions. 

 
 
How does 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 help explain what motivated Paul to willingly suffer for others? 

 

2 Corinthians 4:16-18 New International Version (NIV) 
16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we 
are being renewed day by day. 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us 
an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 18 So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but 

on what is unseen, since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 
 

       In what ways does this passage or Paul’s example motivate you to give, sacrifice or serve? 

 
 

2. It’s pretty amazing to think that God chooses to use us to make a difference in this world.  How do 
the following verses help us further understand both our role and God’s role in this process? 
 



 

1 Timothy 2:1-7 New International Version (NIV) 

Instructions on Worship 
1 I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
all people— 2 for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives 

in all godliness and holiness. 3 This is good, and pleases God our Savior, 4 who wants all 
people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one God and one 

mediator between God and mankind, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave himself as a 
ransom for all people. This has now been witnessed to at the proper time. 7 And for this 
purpose I was appointed a herald and an apostle—I am telling the truth, I am not lying—

and a true and faithful teacher of the Gentiles. 

1 Corinthians 3:5-9 New International Version (NIV) 
5 What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to 

believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task.6 I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, 
but God has been making it grow. 7 So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters 

is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8 The one who plants and the one who 
waters have one purpose, and they will each be rewarded according to their own 
labor. 9 For we are co-workers in God’s service; you are God’s field, God’s building. 

1 Peter 2:12 New International Version (NIV) 
12 Live such good lives among the pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, 
they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

1 Peter 3:15-18 New International Version (NIV) 
15 But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with 

gentleness and respect, 16 keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously 
against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. 17 For it is better, if 

it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered 
once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death 
in the body but made alive in the Spirit. 

 

What are some potential pitfalls or problems we could face if we confuse our role with God’s role 
or his role with ours? 

 
 

3.  Chris talked about how we can prepare for our future by making strategic investments in this life.       
How do the following passages help you understand what that looks like? 
 

Matthew 5:13-20 New International Version (NIV) 

Salt and Light 
13 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty 

again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot. 
14 “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.15 Neither do 
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives 

light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that 
they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven. 

The Fulfillment of the Law 
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to 
abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth disappear, not 



the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law 
until everything is accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of 

these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of 
heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the 

kingdom of heaven.20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the 
Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

1 Corinthians 9:24-27 New International Version (NIV) 

The Need for Self-Discipline 
24 Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in 
such a way as to get the prize. 25 Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict 

training. They do it to get a crown that will not last, but we do it to get a crown that will 
last forever.26 Therefore I do not run like someone running aimlessly; I do not fight like a 
boxer beating the air. 27 No, I strike a blow to my body and make it my slave so that after I 

have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize. 

Colossians 3:12-17 New International Version (NIV) 
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each other and 
forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord 

forgave you.14 And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in 
perfect unity. 
15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 

called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as 
you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs 
from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, 

whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him. 

 

 

 

 
 

  


