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How To Pray  
And Actually Get An Answer 

 
 
 
 
 

THE PASSAGE &  
THE PARABLE 
Luke 11:1-13  &  Luke 18:1-8 
 
 
 
THE LIFE PRINCIPLES:  
Four Things To Remember If We Want  
Our Prayers To Actually Be Answered 
 

   (1)  Prayer is primarily an ACTION not an ATTITUDE. 
                1 Thessalonians 5:17    Colossians 3:17    Luke 5:16    Luke 11:2    Genesis 24:42-45 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  (2) The Lord’s Prayer is a MODEL to FOLLOW,  

         not a MAGICAL prayer to RECITE. 
                   Luke 11:2-4  &  Matthew 6:9-13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  (3) God responds to RELATIONSHIP, not TECHNIQUE. 
          Luke 11:2    John 1:12    Romans 8:15  &  Galatians 4:6    James 5:16  &  Proverbs 28:9  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  (4) NOT YET doesn’t mean NO. 
         Luke 11:5-10  &  18:1-8    Colossians 4:2  &  12    Daniel 10:12-14    Matthew 26:36-46 
         1 Thessalonians 5:17    Acts 12:1-17 
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Food for Thought for the week of August 28, 2016 

(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 
 

1.  Prayer isn’t supposed to be complicated or intimidating.  How do the following verses reinforce that 
prayer is simple and vital to our spiritual growth? 
 

Matthew 6:7-8 New International Version (NIV) 
7 And when you pray, do not keep on babbling like pagans, for they think they will be heard 
because of their many words. 8 Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you 

need before you ask him. 

Romans 8:26-27 New International Version (NIV) 
26 In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to 
pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for usthrough wordless groans. 27 And he who 
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s 

people in accordance with the will of God. 

James 5:13-16 New International Version (NIV) 

The Prayer of Faith 
13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs 

of praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over 
them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in 
faith will make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they 

will be forgiven. 16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so 
that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-17 New International Version (NIV) 
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray continually, 

 

2.  When life throws us a challenge, we sometimes forget the power prayer has to change things.   We 
can miss out on God’s blessing by failing to bring him into the situation soon enough.   What can be 
accomplished through prayer according to the following verses? 
 

Colossians 1:9-14 New International Version (NIV) 
9 For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for 
you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the 
wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10 so that you may live a life worthy of the 

Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the 
knowledge of God, 11 being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so 

that you may have great endurance and patience,12 and giving joyful thanks to the 
Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom 
of light. 13 For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the 

kingdom of the Son he loves, 14 in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

Ephesians 3:16-18 New International Version (NIV) 
16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit 

in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that 
you, being rooted and established in love, 18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s 

holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 

Philemon 1:6 New International Version (NIV) 
6 I pray that your partnership with us in the faith may be effective in deepening your 

understanding of every good thing we share for the sake of Christ. 

 



How might God grow and change you if you prayed each of 
these prayers regularly? 

 
 
 

3.  The quality of communication in any relationship is directly related to the quality and depth of the 
relationship.  The same is true in our relationship with God.  Nehemiah was a man whose relationship 
with God had quality and depth, which can be seen in his prayer life.  Read Nehemiah 1:5-11 and jot 
down anything that gives you insight into Nehemiah’s relationship and communication with God. How 
might it impact or help you to grow in your own prayer life? 
 

Nehemiah 1:5-11 New International Version (NIV) 
5 Then I said: 

“LORD, the God of heaven, the great and awesome God, who keeps his covenant of 
love with those who love him and keep his commandments, 6 let your ear be attentive and 

your eyes open to hearthe prayer your servant is praying before you day and night for your 
servants, the people of Israel. I confess the sins we Israelites, including myself and my 
father’s family, have committed against you.7 We have acted very wickedly toward you. We 

have not obeyed the commands, decrees and laws you gave your servant Moses. 

8 “Remember the instruction you gave your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you are unfaithful, I 

will scatter you among the nations, 9 but if you return to me and obey my commands, then 
even if your exiled people are at the farthest horizon, I will gather them from there and 

bring them to the place I have chosen as a dwelling for my Name.’ 

10 “They are your servants and your people, whom you redeemed by your great strength 

and your mighty hand. 11 Lord, let your ear be attentive to the prayer of this your servant 
and to the prayer of your servants who delight in revering your name. Give your servant 
success today by granting him favor in the presence of this man.” 

I was cupbearer to the king. 

 
 

 


