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HEAVEN: “No Losers Allowed” 

 
Little stories with BIG meanings: 
Matthew 13:44-52    1 Corinthians 15:12-19    Hebrews 12:1-3 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Three questions worth asking: 

 
 �  Do we understand the value of what we have? 

 
 �  Do we see our Christian life as what we lose or gain? 

 
 �  Where do we look ridiculous if there is no treasure? 
 
 

 

HEAVEN: “No Losers Allowed” 

 
Little stories with BIG meanings: 
Matthew 13:44-52 
Matthew 4:8-11    2 Corinthians 4:4    John 12:31,  14:30,  16:11    Ephesians 2:1-2    1 John  5:18 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Three questions worth asking: 

 
 �  Do we understand the value of who we are? 

 
 �  Do we see our Christian life as ours or his? 

 
 �  Where do we look ridiculous if we are the treasure? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

For a free audio or video copy of this message go to northcoastchurch.com 

facebook.com/NorthCoastChurchVista • Twitter: @northcoasttalk 
 



Food for Thought for the week of August 14, 2016 

(Questions and Scriptures for further study) 
 

1.  This weekend we heard about the value we have and the value of who we are as fully committed Christ 
followers.  What other reasons do the following verses give to help us put our full trust in Jesus and follow him? 
 

Deuteronomy 31:8 New International Version (NIV) 
8 The LORD himself goes before you and will be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do 

not be afraid; do not be discouraged.” 

Psalm 136:1-12 New International Version (NIV) 
1 Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good. 

His love endures forever. 
2 Give thanks to the God of gods. 

His love endures forever. 
3 Give thanks to the Lord of lords: 

His love endures forever. 
4 to him who alone does great wonders, 

His love endures forever. 
5 who by his understanding made the heavens, 

His love endures forever. 
6 who spread out the earth upon the waters, 

His love endures forever. 
7 who made the great lights— 

His love endures forever. 
8 the sun to govern the day, 

His love endures forever. 
9 the moon and stars to govern the night; 

His love endures forever. 
10 to him who struck down the firstborn of Egypt 

His love endures forever. 
11 and brought Israel out from among them 

His love endures forever. 
12 with a mighty hand and outstretched arm; 

His love endures forever. 

Psalm 146 New International Version (NIV) 
1 Praise the LORD. 

Praise the LORD, my soul. 
2 I will praise the LORD all my life; 

    I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 
3 Do not put your trust in princes, 

    in human beings, who cannot save. 
4 When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; 

    on that very day their plans come to nothing. 
5 Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 

    whose hope is in the LORD their God. 
6 He is the Maker of heaven and earth, 

    the sea, and everything in them— 

    he remains faithful forever. 
7 He upholds the cause of the oppressed 

    and gives food to the hungry. 

The LORD sets prisoners free, 
8     the LORD gives sight to the blind, 

the LORD lifts up those who are bowed down, 

    the LORD loves the righteous. 
9 The LORD watches over the foreigner 



    and sustains the fatherless and the widow, 

    but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. 
10 The LORD reigns forever, 

    your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the LORD. 

Jeremiah 17:5-8 New International Version (NIV) 
5 This is what the LORD says: 

“Cursed is the one who trusts in man, 

    who draws strength from mere flesh 

    and whose heart turns away from the LORD. 
6 That person will be like a bush in the wastelands; 

    they will not see prosperity when it comes. 

They will dwell in the parched places of the desert, 

    in a salt land where no one lives. 
7 “But blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, 

    whose confidence is in him. 
8 They will be like a tree planted by the water 

    that sends out its roots by the stream. 

It does not fear when heat comes; 

    its leaves are always green. 

It has no worries in a year of drought 

    and never fails to bear fruit.” 

Matthew 6:25-34 New International Version (NIV) 

Do Not Worry 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or about your body, 

what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothes? 26 Look at the birds 

of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds 

them. Are you not much more valuable than they? 27 Can any one of you by worrying add a single 

hour to your life? 
28 “And why do you worry about clothes? See how the flowers of the field grow. They do not labor or 

spin. 29 Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 30 If 

that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and tomorrow is thrown into the 

fire, will he not much more clothe you—you of little faith? 31 So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we 

eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For the pagans run after all these things, 

and your heavenly Father knows that you need them. 33 But seek first his kingdom and his 

righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. 34 Therefore do not worry about 

tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. 

 

2. There are a number of reasons why someone would be slow or even afraid to go “all in” with Jesus.   As you 
read Psalm 73:1-5, what are some roadblocks that could have kept the writer from letting God be truly first in his 
life? 
          

Psalm 73:1-5 New International Version (NIV) 

A psalm of Asaph. 
1 Surely God is good to Israel, 

    to those who are pure in heart. 
2 But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; 

    I had nearly lost my foothold. 
3 For I envied the arrogant 

    when I saw the prosperity of the wicked. 
4 They have no struggles; 

    their bodies are healthy and strong. 
5 They are free from common human burdens; 

    they are not plagued by human ills. 

 
 



 
 
How does the writer overcome his potential roadblock in Psalm 73:16-17?  

Psalm 73:16-17 New International Version (NIV) 
16 When I tried to understand all this, 

    it troubled me deeply 
17 till I entered the sanctuary of God; 

    then I understood their final destiny. 

 

 
3.  As followers of Jesus we can be confident that going “all in” to follow him will allow us to find our true value and 
remain hopeful no matter what life throws at us.  “Christ is Enough for Me” is the name of a song that speaks of just 
that - that he is enough to put our full trust in!  Take some time to reflect on the lyrics and/or listen to the song, 
making this your prayer for the day. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E6MzgVsP2uE  
 

Christ is my reward and all of my devotion 
Now there's nothing in this world that could ever satisfy 
 

Through every trial my soul will sing 
No turning back I've been set free 
 

Christ is enough for me, Christ is enough for me 
Everything I need is in You, everything I need 
 

Christ my all in all, The joy of my salvation 
And this hope will never fail, heaven is our home 
 

Through every storm my soul will sing 
Jesus is here, to God be the glory 
 

I have decided to follow Jesus 
No turning back, no turning back 
 

The cross before me, the world behind me 
No turning back, no turning back 
 
* Words & Music by Jonas Myrin & Reuben Morgan • Copyright © Hillsong Music Publishing  
CCLI #141391 

 


