
How to prepare your entries

For clarification on the terms used in this guide, or for more guidance on the entry 
process, view Horticulture Glossary and FAQ

QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF WHEN ENTERING:
1. Is the plant healthy?
2. Is this presented well/properly groomed?
3. Is it true to form for the cultivar(s)?
4. Are the plants/cultivars compatible together?
5. Does the entry have all of the correct information?
6. Will it survive on display for a week?

*These questions may not apply equally to all Garden & Floral competitions/entries.
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C o m p e t i t i o n - s p e c i f i c  i n f o r m at i o n
CUT FLOWERS
Although the judges do not directly consider the vases in their deliberations, the way that blooms sit in 
their vase is vital because it can affect how its form, balance and proportion of the bloom are perceived. 

Some blooms will look better with extra support. Exhibitors may bring their own wedges to support 
flowers, but they must be placed below the lip of the vase. We recommend floral foam because it is easy 
to shape, unlikely to damage the flower, and does not interfere with our ability to keep the water in the 
vases fresh.

Stems
Another tip to ensure your entry sits well in its vase:  
cut the stem long and trim it on-site to match the vase. 

Ensure that you are only entering the main stem of your bloom – avoid entries with a stem-on-stem 
(where the entry still includes a piece of another stem that the main bloom’s stem sprouted from).

*Only one stem is allowed per vase.

Foliage
Many cut flower classes and divisions do not have set rules for foliage. In these cases, use your best 
judgment whether to include the leaves (Tip: keep any leaves occurring on the first 12 inches of the 
stem – you can always trim them during competition drop-off if you feel they detract from your entry.) 

Note that some Divisions do have specific rules for foliage:
• Dahlias & Hibiscus: Remove foliage.
• Roses: Include foliage.

For blooms with foliage, attention to details like keeping the leaves out of the water in the vase and 
wiping them clean before entering can make a big difference in the final placing.

Flowers
All entries should conform to either a Single Bloom (one bloom, no side buds) or Inflorescence (group 
of flowers on one stem, with a bloom count greater than bud count). Trim unopened buds as necessary 
to meet these criteria.

The form of a bloom, or the shape and arrangement of its petals, can sometimes be improved by 
carefully rearranging or trimming petals. Be careful if you decide to do this as you also run the risk of 
ruining the form or damaging petals if you mess up.
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FRUITS & VEGETABLES

Quantities
If entering the Specimen Produce Divisions, pay close attention to the number of items required for 
each Class and whether the items are uniform in size, shape and ripeness. 

Grooming
Keep one to three inches (1” – 3”) of the stem or plant attached to your item(s) to distinguish them from 
store-bought products. Due to limited space, we ask that you DO NOT bring the entire plant – they 
will only be judged on the edible portion regardless (i.e., the foliage of an entire carrot plant will not 
be considered as part of the size in the Largest Carrot Class).

*This rule is subject to change depending on future updates regarding agricultural diseases.

Produce should also be cleaned before being entered (please do not wax your fruit/vegetables). 
Scrubbing or brushing may damage your item(s), but there are other methods you can use:

• Leafy greens (i.e., lettuce, spinach) can be briefly soaked and/or sprayed with water after being
picked.

• Fruits (including fruiting vegetables, such as tomatoes and cucumbers) can be lightly rubbed with a
damp cloth to remove dirt and debris from their surface.

• Root crops can be soaked for several minutes after being picked, then rubbed with a cloth under
running water to remove any remaining soil.

Please DO NOT refrigerate or freeze your items before bringing them because they will spoil much 
faster while on display during the fair. 

CONTAINER PLANTS

Size & Weight
Due to space constraints, size limits are strictly enforced. Oversized items must be pre-approved by 
the Program Coordinator. Call (714) 708-1618 or email GardenFloral@ocfair.com if you are unsure of 
what to bring. If the size requirement is not followed, the entry will be disqualified. 

Container plants should be no heavier than 50 pounds to ensure they can be moved by staff members 
if necessary. Exhibitors are also expected to be able to transport their entries themselves; feel free to 
bring a friend or tools (i.e., a wagon) to help you. 

Common class dimensions (consult the Competition Guide to confirm the size requirements for your 
chosen Division/Class):

• Micro: < six inches (6”) in any dimension (length x width x height)
• Mini: ≥ six inches (6”) and < sixteen inches (16”) in any dimension (length x width x height)
• Standard: ≥ sixteen inches (16”) in any dimension (length x width x height)*

*Container gardens should not exceed 36” in any dimension.

mailto:GardenFloral%40ocfair.com?subject=
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When determining the size class for your container garden, picture an imaginary cube of the class’s 
dimensions. Your entry should be able to fit in the cube without any container/plant material 
overflowing. For example, an item in the “Micro” category should be able to fit inside of a 6” x 6” x 6” 
cube. If any part of the entry – even a single leaf – would not fit inside of the cube, it should instead be 
entered in the “Mini” category.

Grooming
Entries should show evidence that plants are established in their containers by being securely rooted in 
the soil.

Pots should be clean and plants should be well groomed (free of dead leaves, spent flowers, insects 
and disease). Containers should also be free of anything that might cause an unpleasant odor in the 
exhibit area (fresh compost, cooked food, asphalt, burned items, etc.).

Hardware
Containers should complement, not distract from, the plants within them. Similar consideration should 
be given to other aspects of the entry, such as the soil, rocks and accessories. Small items should be 
securely fastened to the container.

Exhibitors entering hanging plants must provide a secure hanger approved by the Program 
Coordinator.

Specimens vs Container Gardens
Specimen plants may have one or several plants housed in the same container, but these should all 
be the same variety. Container gardens must have at least three or more different types/species/
cultivars of plants within the same container.

Miniature Trees
This Division is open to any woody plant which is purposefully cultivated to resemble a full-scale tree 
in a dwarf form. Succulents trimmed in the shape of trees are not considered miniature trees. 

Accent plants and staging materials (i.e., a tray to set the container on) are allowed but will not be 
considered in judging – the focus should be on the main specimen and container.

The art of growing miniature trees dates back over 2,000 year in Asia, and several different styles have 
been refined over the years:

Penjing:
• The oldest, original form of growing miniature trees.
• Creates an impression of an entire landscape in miniature, often using rocks, small figurines,

and/or water features.
• Some forms use single trees like bonsai (which originated from penjing) but still aim to invoke

the feeling of a full landscape, unlike bonsai which focuses on the specimen plant.
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Bonsai:
• Grown with the goal of creating an authentic, realistic depiction of how a tree might grow in the wild.
• Smaller, separately-potted accent plants may be placed near the main specimen to provide

scale or a seasonal theme.

Hòn Non Bô:
• Miniature landscapes that represent a mountain scene, often a mountainous island, in a shallow

concrete container with water to represent the sea.
• Bonsai and penjing are usually designed to have a front, whereas Hòn Non Bô are designed to

be seen from all sides.

Saikei:
• Newer, smaller Japanese versions of Penjing made with rocks, small plants, and miniature trees

to create a miniature landscape.
• Many artists model their creations on actual landscapes, focusing on the use of perspective and

the complexity of the landscape.

“Crash Bonsai”: 
• A style which uses plants and accessories to tell a story.

FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS

Skill Levels
Amateur: Those engaged in flower-arranging as a hobby and do not engage in this work for a 
livelihood.

Professional: Anyone who is now, or ever has been involved in flower arranging as an occupation 
for pay or a means of livelihood. In this sense, the definition of “pay” is any compensation that results 
in a profit about and beyond the cost of the material. This includes teachers, lecturers and judges.

Open: Open competitions are open to all California residents, ages 16 and up, regardless of skill 
level.

Staging
When dropping off your arrangement, a staff member will guide you to your entries’ proper Division 
and Class location. Due to space limitations, there will be placement markers on the tables to indicate 
the space available for you to set up your entry.

Exhibitors will have a maximum of five (5) minutes to set up each arrangement. Staff maintains the 
right to ask exhibitors to leave the setup area at any time. All entries must be complete upon arrival. 
Exhibitors may only take photos of their own arrangement(s) and must do so within the five minute 
setup time. 

Business cards may be shown with the arrangement after judging concludes; please, notify the staff 
member helping you if you are including a business card.
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Size & Weight
Due to space constraints, size limits are strictly enforced. Oversized items must be pre-approved by 
the Program Coordinator. Call (714) 708-1618 or email GardenFloral@ocfair.com if you are unsure of 
what to bring. If the size requirement is not followed, the entry will be disqualified.

Floral Arrangements should be no heavier than 25 pounds to ensure they can be safely moved by staff 
members. Exhibitors are also expected to be able to transport their entries themselves; feel free to 
bring a friend or tools (i.e., a wagon) to help you. 

Dimension Requirements:
• Amateur, Professional, Dry & Silk, Ikebana:

≤ Two feet (2’) in any dimension (length x width x height)
• Minis: ≤ six inches (6”) in any dimension (length x width x height)

Floral arrangements should be able to fit inside an imaginary cube of the above dimensions without any 
container/plant material overflowing the cube. For example, an item in the “Professional” category 
should be able to fit inside of a 2’ x 2’ x 2’ cube where as a “Mini” item needs to fit inside of a 6” x 6” x 6” 
cube. If any part of the entry would not fit inside of the cube, it should be removed.

Materials & Hardware
Entries must not contain any plants that are rooted in soil. 
Any arrangements with roots in soil will be disqualified.

Accessories are permitted, but emphasis should be on the creative use of natural floral and plant 
materials rather than a heavy reliance on props to symbolically represent a scene. Small items should 
be securely fastened to the arrangement. The OC Fair & Event Center is not responsible for lost, 
damaged or dead items. Items of great or sentimental value should not be used.

Arrangements should be free of any food items (raw or cooked food, candy, wrapped or un-wrapped 
food items, etc.). Any entries that contain food items will be disqualified. Plastic/fake food may be used.

Division-Specific Requirements

Dry Arrangement
• No fresh or silk flowers and foliage.
• Acceptable dry materials include:

• Silica gel flowers, freeze-dried flowers, everlasting, glycerinized materials, and 
pressed, air-dried materials

• Acceptable fillers include:
• Grasses, herbs, grains, woods, pods, raffia, cones and mosses

Silk Arrangement
• No fresh or dried flowers or foliage allowed. Flowers may be painted.
• Acceptable items include decorative wire, stones, glass and sticks

mailto:GardenFloral%40ocfair.com?subject=
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Miniature Arrangement
• With the exception to the Dry or Silk Mini class, all other Miniature Arrangements should be over

50% fresh materials

Ikebana Arrangement
• Exhibitors may use commercially grown materials.
• Artificial flowers and foliage is prohibited.

Amateur & Professional Arrangement
• Exhibitors may use commercially grown materials.

O T H E R  R E S O U R C E S

Cut Flowers
Hibiscus information: www.socalhibiscussociety.org/ 

Dahlia information: www.dahlia.org 

General rose information: www.rose.org/

Rose identification and cultivar information: www.helpmefind.com/rose/plants.php

Rose judging considerations: www.rose.org/single-post/2018/04/19/how-roses-are-judged

Floral Arrangements
Flower arrangement basics: Flower Arranging Basics: A Beginner’s Guide | Kremp Florist Blog  

Ikenobo arrangement information: Ikenobo’s Arranging Style | IKENOBO ORIGIN OF IKEBANA 

Ohara arrangement information: Ikebana Ohara style 

Sogetsu arrangement information: The Art of Ikebana in the Sogetsu School | by Rios Clementi Hale 

Studios

Container Plants
Bonsai styles: www.bonsaiempire.com/origin/bonsai-styles 

http://www.socalhibiscussociety.org/
http://www.dahlia.org
http://www.rose.org/
https://www.helpmefind.com/rose/plants.php
https://www.rose.org/single-post/2018/04/19/how-roses-are-judged
https://www.kremp.com/blog/flowers/flower-arranging-basics-guide
https://www.ikenobo.jp/english/about/style.html
https://medium.com/assemblyjournal/the-art-of-ikebana-in-the-sogetsu-school-cc17938fc3cd
https://medium.com/assemblyjournal/the-art-of-ikebana-in-the-sogetsu-school-cc17938fc3cd
https://www.bonsaiempire.com/origin/bonsai-styles



