
 

 

 

Board Committee Report 

MEETING DATE: DECEMBER 16, 2021 ITEM NO.: 8G(vii) 

 

 

SUBJECT:  Governmental Relations Committee 
 
DATE:   December 14, 2021  
  
FROM:    Director Aitken and Director Pham 
  
PRESENTATION BY:  Director Aitken and Director Pham 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Purpose:   
 
This committee evaluates opportunities for expanding programing with the county 
and cities in Orange County and monitors legislative matters. 
 
Focus: 

 Legislative monitoring 

 Evaluate City and County programing opportunities 

 Annual “State of the District” presentation 

 Monitor the development of the Joint Powers Authority initiative 
 
SUMMARY OF COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
The committee met on December 7, 2021: 
 

 The committee discussed Chair La Belle’s request to discuss at the next 
Board meeting the possibility of once again using the services of a lobbyist. 

 

 There was continued discussion regarding the need to amend current Food & 
Ag code to allow for local fair Board’s to make decisions about the use of 
fairgrounds property by nonprofit and community groups by waiving or 
discounting fees. Director Aitken suggested working directly with our district 
public officials to carry that legislation. CEO Richards updated the committee 
on a commitment by Senator Dave Min to introduce the legislation in January. 

 

 AB 506 is a new law which goes into effect on January 1, 2022 requiring 
additional screening, training and reporting for mandatory reporters of 
businesses that provide services to youth. While the new law does not directly 
apply to any youth activities on the property, CEO Richards assured the 



 

 

committee that all employees, volunteers and contractors doing business on 
site are mandated by Board policy to a Megan’s Law background check and 
that the new contract between the District and Equestrian Services II for the 
operation of the equestrian center includes the same requirement. 

 

 Per Chair La Belle’s request, the committee also discussed working to 
eliminate the current law which prohibits a State fairgrounds to operate its 
own swap meet. The committee will take up this discussion at a later date. 


