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·1

·2· · · · · ·32ND DISTRICT AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATION

·3· · · · · · · ORANGE COUNTY FAIR & EVENT CENTER

·4· · · · · · · · ·BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

·5· · · · · · · · THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2021

·6· · · · · · · · · · · · · 9:06 A.M.

·7

·8

·9· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· I don't have the

10· ·material in front of me, but I would like to call

11· ·this meeting to order.

12· · · · · · Michele, if you would do me the favor of

13· ·reading me the opening statements on the agenda.

14· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Sure, I'd be happy to:

15· · · · · · · · ·"All matters noticed on this

16· · · · · · agenda in any category may be

17· · · · · · considered for action as listed.

18· · · · · · · · ·"Any item not so noticed may not

19· · · · · · be considered.

20· · · · · · · · ·"Items listed on this agenda may

21· · · · · · be considered in any order at the

22· · · · · · discretion of the Chairperson.

23· · · · · · · · ·"The mission of the OC Fair and

24· · · · · · Events Center is celebration of

25· · · · · · Orange County's communities, interests,
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·1· · · · · · agriculture, and heritage with results

·2· · · · · · justifying resources expended."

·3· · · · · · And we will now move to the pledge.

·4· ·Chair.

·5· · · · · · If you'd like to call on someone to say

·6· ·the pledge.

·7· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Yes.

·8· · · · · · Director Aitken, would you please lead us

·9· ·in the Pledge of Allegiance.

10· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· I'd be happy to.· Thank

11· ·you.

12· · · · · · If you're able, please rise and place your

13· ·right hand over your heart.

14· · · · · · (Pledge of Allegiance recited.)

15· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you,

16· ·Director Aitken.

17· · · · · · I think at this point, we are at the

18· ·public comment portion of the agenda; is that

19· ·correct, Michele?

20· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Yes, that's correct.

21· · · · · · So let me -- actually, if we could have

22· ·roll call first, and then we'll have a motion to

23· ·approve the minutes.

24· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Perfect.

25· · · · · · Summer, can you please take roll call.
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·1· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· No problem.

·2· · · · · · Chair Rubalcava-Garcia.

·3· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Present.

·4· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Vice Chair La Belle.

·5· · · · · · (No response.)

·6· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· He's trying to log

·7· ·back in, Summer.· If you could help him.

·8· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Yeah.· I'll circle back.

·9· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Thank you.

10· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Cervantes.

11· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· Here.

12· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Ruiz.

13· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· Present.

14· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Bagneris.

15· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· Here.

16· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Aitken.

17· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Present.

18· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Pham.

19· · · · · · (No response.)

20· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Kovacevich.

21· · · · · · DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:· Present.

22· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· And Director Rafiei.

23· · · · · · DIRECTOR RAFIEI:· Present.

24· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Vice Chair La Belle, are

25· ·you connected yet?
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·1· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· I think I'm

·2· ·connected.

·3· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Great.· Thank you.

·4· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· I'm going to go

·5· ·ahead and turn the meeting back over to Vice Chair

·6· ·La Belle.

·7· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Vice Chair La Belle,

·8· ·this is Director Aitken.· We just did the Pledge of

·9· ·Allegiance and roll call, so we need to just --

10· ·we're going to be moving on to the minutes and then

11· ·public comment, although I think Chair

12· ·Rubalcava-Garcia might want to introduce our

13· ·brand-new board member before -- and her letter.

14· ·Excuse me.

15· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Chair Garcia, why

16· ·don't you go ahead and introduce our new board

17· ·member at this point.· I know you have a schedule

18· ·to leave soon, so --

19· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you.

20· ·Absolutely.

21· · · · · · It is my great honor to welcome Melahat

22· ·Rafiei to the board of directors.· She is really a

23· ·woman who needs no introduction, but we are

24· ·delighted to have her complete our board.

25· · · · · · I believe we are now fully -- with all
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·1· ·directors, so welcome, Director Rafiei.

·2· · · · · · Would you like to say a couple of words?

·3· · · · · · DIRECTOR RAFIEI:· Well, thank you so much,

·4· ·Madam Chair.· And I look forward to serving with

·5· ·all of you directors.· Some of you, I know; some of

·6· ·you, I don't, but I'm looking forward to the work

·7· ·ahead.· And thank you again so much for the

·8· ·opportunity.

·9· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Absolutely.

10· ·Thank you so much for making the meeting.· I know

11· ·you recently got the message, so thank you for

12· ·carving out the time to attend today.

13· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Okay.

14· · · · · · Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, we're now on

15· ·Item 5, which is approval of the minutes from the

16· ·June 24th board meeting.

17· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you.

18· · · · · · Can I please get a motion to approve

19· ·the --

20· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· This is

21· ·Sandra Cervantes.· I so move.· This is Sandra

22· ·Cervantes.

23· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you,

24· ·Director Cervantes.

25· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· This is Director Ruiz.  I
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·1· ·so second.

·2· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Summer, can you

·3· ·please take roll call.

·4· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Yes.

·5· · · · · · Chair Rubalcava-Garcia.

·6· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Yes.

·7· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Vice Chair La Belle.

·8· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Yes.

·9· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Cervantes.

10· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· Yes.

11· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Ruiz.

12· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· Yes.

13· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Bagneris.

14· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· Yes.

15· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Aitken.

16· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Yes.

17· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Kovacevich.

18· · · · · · DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:· Yes.

19· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· And Director Rafiei.

20· · · · · · DIRECTOR RAFIEI:· Yes.

21· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you.

22· · · · · · At this time, I am going to go ahead and

23· ·turn it over to Vice Chair La Belle, but when we

24· ·do, I wanted to make a comment as we go on to the

25· ·first agenda item.
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·1· · · · · · Thank you.· Director La Belle, are you on

·2· ·the call?

·3· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· I'm on the call,

·4· ·Michele.· My screen just shows the flags.

·5· · · · · · There we go.

·6· · · · · · Okay.· Could you -- matters of public

·7· ·comment, could you make that statement?

·8· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Yes.· I would be happy

·9· ·to.

10· · · · · · · · ·"Public comment is not allowed on

11· · · · · · issues not on the current agenda.

12· · · · · · However, no debate -- sorry.

13· · · · · · · · ·"However, no debate by the board

14· · · · · · shall be permitted on such public

15· · · · · · comments, and no action will be taken

16· · · · · · on such public-comment items at this

17· · · · · · time, as law requires formal public

18· · · · · · notice to any action on a docket item."

19· · · · · · And let me correct that.· Sorry.

20· · · · · · · · ·"Public comment is allowed on

21· · · · · · issues not on the current agenda."

22· · · · · · · · ·Yes.

23· · · · · · · · ·"Speakers are requested to sign in

24· · · · · · prior to the start of the meeting and

25· · · · · · are limited to three minutes.
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·1· · · · · · · · ·"Comments will be accepted on

·2· · · · · · agenda items during the meeting.

·3· · · · · · Speakers wishing to address the board

·4· · · · · · on items on the agenda are requested to

·5· · · · · · sign in prior to the start of the

·6· · · · · · meeting and identify the agenda item or

·7· · · · · · items on which you desire to address

·8· · · · · · the board.· Speakers are limited to

·9· · · · · · three minutes."

10· · · · · · So Summer has been collecting those that

11· ·wanted to make public comment.

12· · · · · · So, Summer, do you want to introduce any

13· ·general public comment?

14· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· I don't have anything for

15· ·general public comment for items that are not on

16· ·the agenda.· Most of the public comments have to do

17· ·with Item 8F -- or 8E and F.

18· · · · · · But if there's anybody that has dialed in

19· ·and you would like to make public comment, you are

20· ·muted, so you will have to press Star 6 to unmute

21· ·yourself.

22· · · · · · For general public comment, please state

23· ·your name, and I will put you in the queue.· This

24· ·is for items not on the agenda.

25· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Summer.
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·1· · · · · · Next item?

·2· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Okay.

·3· · · · · · The next item is the consent calendar.

·4· · · · · · · · ·"All matters listed under consent

·5· · · · · · calendar are operational matters about

·6· · · · · · which the board has governing policies,

·7· · · · · · implementation of which is delegated to

·8· · · · · · the CEO.· They will be enacted in one

·9· · · · · · motion.

10· · · · · · · · ·"There will be no discussion of

11· · · · · · these items prior to the time the board

12· · · · · · of directors votes on the motion,

13· · · · · · unless members of the board, staff, or

14· · · · · · public request specific items to be

15· · · · · · discussed separately and/or removed

16· · · · · · from this section.

17· · · · · · · · ·"Any member of the public who

18· · · · · · wishes to discuss consent calendar

19· · · · · · items should notify the chair of the

20· · · · · · board at the time requested and be

21· · · · · · recognized by invitation of the chair

22· · · · · · to address the board."

23· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· CEO Richards, do you

24· ·have any items that you wish to pull from the

25· ·consent calendar?
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·1· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Yes.· The staff would

·2· ·like to pull four items -- not to pull them from

·3· ·consent, but, rather, to give some background

·4· ·information.

·5· · · · · · Those terms are under Standard Agreements

·6· ·SA037-21YR, SA088-21FT, and SA134-21PA.

·7· · · · · · And then under Rental Agreements R05021.

·8· · · · · · So those are the four items.· And if the

·9· ·board would like to approve the rest of the consent

10· ·calendar, I can explain those items.· Or if you'd

11· ·like to take them all at once, I can do the

12· ·explanation now.

13· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Do any board members

14· ·have items they would like to pull?

15· · · · · · (No response.)

16· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Hearing none, do we

17· ·have any public speakers on the consent calendar,

18· ·Summer?

19· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· No public speakers on the

20· ·consent calendar.

21· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.

22· · · · · · Why don't we go ahead, Michele, and review

23· ·those four items, and then we can act on the

24· ·calendar as a whole.

25· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Sure.· I'll be very
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·1· ·brief.

·2· · · · · · There aren't any problems with any of

·3· ·these four items, but we do want to highlight them

·4· ·because they're a bit unusual.

·5· · · · · · I'll start with SA037-21YR.· That is the

·6· ·contract for our sound monitoring services.

·7· · · · · · And the board will remember that the

·8· ·original bid for this contract was protested, and

·9· ·the district elected to reissue the RFP with

10· ·clarification.

11· · · · · · Because the Department of General Services

12· ·took so long in their decision on that -- that

13· ·protest, the contract from the new RFP happened

14· ·after the June board meeting.

15· · · · · · So according to board policy, the board

16· ·chair signed that agreement, so service is to be in

17· ·place for the fair, and we're bringing the contract

18· ·back now on the consent calendar.

19· · · · · · SA088-21FT is for employee shuttle

20· ·services.

21· · · · · · When the original budget was approved by

22· ·the board in November of last year, we were

23· ·planning on a much smaller fair, which would not

24· ·have allowed employees -- or, sorry, which would

25· ·have allowed employees to park on site.
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·1· · · · · · When we increased the daily ticket cap

·2· ·from 30,000 to 45,000, we needed to issue an RFP

·3· ·for an employee shuttle to bring employees in from

·4· ·off-site locations.

·5· · · · · · That bid was awarded after the June board

·6· ·meeting, and once again, the board chair signed

·7· ·that agreement according to board policy, and we're

·8· ·bringing that back for approval now.

·9· · · · · · Both the sound monitoring and the employee

10· ·shuttle contracts exceed the CEO's signing

11· ·authority, and that's why the board chair signed.

12· · · · · · SA134-21PA, that's for the Hank Williams,

13· ·Jr. concert, which is taking place tonight, by the

14· ·way, in the Pacific amphitheater.

15· · · · · · This is a revenue-generating contract for

16· ·the coproduction of Hank Williams, Jr. in the

17· ·Pacific amphitheater.· The coproduction involves a

18· ·share in the expenses and the revenue from the

19· ·show, and the agreement is written -- actually,

20· ·very well written without any risk or downside to

21· ·the district.· We will only profit from the show.

22· · · · · · Because the ticket sales for that concert

23· ·will come through the district's Ticket Master

24· ·account, the amount of the contract is over the

25· ·CEO's signing authority of $400,000 for



17

·1· ·entertainment contracts, so the amount on the

·2· ·contract reflects the maximum gross potential of

·3· ·ticket sales for that concert.· It does not

·4· ·represent the amount of expense to the district.

·5· ·So I wanted to make that very clear.

·6· · · · · · And then, lastly, R05021 under Rental

·7· ·Agreements, we are pulling this item to highlight

·8· ·it for the board.

·9· · · · · · This is a rental agreement for the August

10· ·Cross-Roads of the West gun show, which was held

11· ·last month.· This contract was in place before

12· ·SB264 was passed in the legislature, but after the

13· ·last board meeting in June, and we know that this

14· ·is a topic of great interest for the board, so we

15· ·wanted to highlight that on the consent calendar as

16· ·well.

17· · · · · · So those are the four items that we wanted

18· ·to highlight.

19· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Is there a motion to

20· ·approve the consent calendar?

21· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· This is Director Ruiz.  I

22· ·so move that we accept it.

23· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· This is

24· ·Sandra Cervantes.· Second.· Okay.

25· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.· Summer, can
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·1· ·you call the roll, please?

·2· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Chair Rubalcava-Garcia,

·3· ·if she's still on the line.

·4· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Yes.

·5· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Okay.· Thank you.

·6· · · · · · Vice Chair La Belle.

·7· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Yes.

·8· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Cervantes.

·9· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· Yes.

10· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Ruiz.

11· · · · · · (No response.)

12· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Ruiz.

13· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· Yes.· Yes.

14· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you.

15· · · · · · Director Bagneris.

16· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· Yes.

17· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Aitken.

18· · · · · · (No response.)

19· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Aitken.

20· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Yes.

21· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you.

22· · · · · · Director Kovacevich.

23· · · · · · DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:· Yes.

24· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· And Director Rafiei.

25· · · · · · DIRECTOR RAFIEI:· Yes.
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·1· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you.

·2· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Vice Chair La Belle,

·3· ·that now concludes the consent calendar items, and

·4· ·we're now ready to move to the governance process

·5· ·with the first item.

·6· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Yes.· CEO Richards,

·7· ·as the prerogative of the chair, I'm going to move

·8· ·Items 8E and 8F up on the agenda, so we'll begin

·9· ·with Item 8E.

10· · · · · · If you could go ahead and introduce the

11· ·item and then present staff comments.· Then

12· ·following that, I'd like to request that we have

13· ·the comments from the speakers before we turn it

14· ·over to the directors.

15· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Yes.· This item was on

16· ·the agenda for a meeting of the board of directors

17· ·held last Monday, September 13th.· There was a lot

18· ·of great discussion on this item on behalf of the

19· ·board members.

20· · · · · · In the end, the board elected to table

21· ·this item and bring it back to this meeting.

22· · · · · · But just as a matter of background,

23· ·following the September 13th meeting, as secretary

24· ·of the board of directors, I took copious notes

25· ·during that discussion and captured what I thought
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·1· ·were all of the ideas and sentiments --

·2· ·perspectives of individual board members during

·3· ·that discussion.

·4· · · · · · Following the meeting, I redrafted a

·5· ·letter that was reflective of those comments, and

·6· ·that was included in the staff report.

·7· · · · · · So what is before the board of directors

·8· ·today is a continuation of that discussion on the

·9· ·communication to the governor's office regarding

10· ·the economic impact of SB264 on the OC Fair and

11· ·Events Center.

12· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Michele.

13· · · · · · Summer, did we have any speakers on

14· ·Item 8E?

15· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· We do.

16· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.

17· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· If I can call Senator Min

18· ·and/or Ash Alvandi followed by James Black

19· ·[verbatim], Rose Ann Sharp, and Ira Sharp to start.

20· · · · · · Senator Min, when you're ready.

21· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Summer, if I may,

22· ·with the balance, may I give a comment on public

23· ·comment on the --

24· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Yes.· Go ahead.

25· · · · · · (Telephone interruption.)
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·1· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you.

·2· · · · · · I just wanted to also let the board know

·3· ·that I did consult with legal counsel from Senator

·4· ·Dave Min's office, and he did confirm what I had

·5· ·thought, that we do have legislative as well as --

·6· ·as well as --

·7· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Can we get someone

·8· ·muted?

·9· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Yes.· Please.· If you're

10· ·not speaking --

11· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Sorry.· I'll

12· ·start over.· But I did have a chance to speak with

13· ·Josh Caplan, and he did confirm that the board --

14· ·as policy makers appointed by the governor, we

15· ·are -- you know our scope goes far beyond the

16· ·(audio distortion) of the organization.

17· · · · · · We are creating policy that governs the

18· ·direction for the staff here at the OC Fair and

19· ·Events Center.

20· · · · · · And he did also confirm that the board has

21· ·legislated, as well as qualified immunity for any

22· ·actions taken on behalf of the OC Fair and Events

23· ·Center, and that would include any communications

24· ·sent to the governor, just simply making sure that

25· ·he has a heads-up and is aware of what has happened
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·1· ·to the OC Fair and Events Center and the reasons

·2· ·why we might be opposing legislation that only

·3· ·impacts the 32nd DAA and not all the other 59 DAAs

·4· ·throughout the state.

·5· · · · · · That would also cover, if the board shows

·6· ·up -- at their pleasure, decides to review any

·7· ·contracts as requested by these promoters, to

·8· ·consider hosting these events next year, since that

·9· ·legislation has not been signed into law yet.

10· · · · · · So I just wanted to make sure that

11· ·everybody was aware of that.

12· · · · · · And Josh Caplan is on the call, so he --

13· ·if you have questions, he can answer those further.

14· · · · · · We also did receive word from DEFA -- or,

15· ·actually, I don't think it was DEFA, but it was the

16· ·Department of Agriculture, letting us know that we,

17· ·as a political body, have the ability to send a

18· ·letter to the governor and make him aware of how

19· ·the fair would be impacted.

20· · · · · · So those are my comments, and we can go

21· ·ahead and take public comment now.

22· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Okay.· Senator Min.· When

23· ·you're ready.

24· · · · · · SENATOR MIN:· Sure.· Thank you, by the

25· ·way.
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·1· · · · · · And just as a procedural matter, I have a

·2· ·time conflict a little bit later.· Since this is my

·3· ·bill that is primarily being discussed in Items 8E

·4· ·and 8F, and because I understand that I was

·5· ·actually -- my name has been discussed, and I guess

·6· ·it's on the slide right now, I was wondering if I

·7· ·could have a few extra minutes and just give

·8· ·something like a five- to six-minute comment on

·9· ·both Items 8E and 8F right now.

10· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Senator Min, that

11· ·would be fine.· Take all the time you need.

12· · · · · · SENATOR MIN:· Thank you very much.· Thank

13· ·you much, Chair La Belle.· I appreciate it.

14· · · · · · And before I begin my remarks, I just want

15· ·to commend you all and the staff of the fairgrounds

16· ·for your outstanding work in putting together a

17· ·tremendous Orange County Fair this year.· I know

18· ·how challenging it's been dealing with the COVID-19

19· ·pandemic, and I wanted to congratulate you all on

20· ·putting together a very fun and hugely popular fair

21· ·this year.

22· · · · · · Now, as you know, I am the author of SB264

23· ·which you are here to discuss today, and I realize

24· ·there would be many people attending this virtual

25· ·meeting who would disagree with SB264.· Clearly
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·1· ·there are people on this board who disagree with

·2· ·this bill, but I want to be clear this is what I --

·3· ·the people I represent in the 37th Senate district,

·4· ·which includes the fairgrounds, clearly want.

·5· · · · · · As you may have heard and/or read, the

·6· ·genesis of this bill came in 2019 near the

·7· ·beginning of my campaign for the state senate.

·8· · · · · · It was the weekend when we had the El Paso

·9· ·and Dayton mass shootings.· My family and I came

10· ·out to the fairgrounds that Sunday for family fun

11· ·run and as we crossed the finish line, all of us,

12· ·including my youngest, who was in a running

13· ·stroller, were handed flyers to the gun show for

14· ·the following weekend.

15· · · · · · Now, this was very shocking to us given

16· ·the events that had just occurred.· You know, when

17· ·I was growing up, the county fairgrounds were known

18· ·as family-friendly venues.

19· · · · · · In addition to the county fairs, you have

20· ·rodeos, 4-H events and other family-friendly

21· ·events.· Today they're almost synonymous with gun

22· ·shows.· The average county fairground across the

23· ·state hosts five gun shows a year, and I'm told

24· ·that the OC Fair and Events Center has often held

25· ·more than that.
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·1· · · · · · That weekend, I pledged that if I was

·2· ·successful in my campaign for the state senate, the

·3· ·very first bill I introduced would be one ending

·4· ·the gun shows at the OC Fairgrounds.

·5· · · · · · I was very public and transparent about

·6· ·this.· We issued press releases and that campaign

·7· ·promise was covered by numerous media outlets,

·8· ·including the Los Angeles Times.

·9· · · · · · I did, indeed, win that election and I

10· ·followed through with my promise.· The very first

11· ·bill I introduced was SB264, which, as originally

12· ·written, would have ended gun shows not only on the

13· ·OC Fairgrounds, but on all state-owned property

14· ·across the state.

15· · · · · · Now, I understand that several of you

16· ·asked why this bill was narrowed at the last minute

17· ·to only cover Orange County.· The change was made

18· ·by the Assembly of Appropriations Committee through

19· ·hostile amendment -- that was not my choice --

20· ·which was forced upon the bill.

21· · · · · · My understanding is that many opponents of

22· ·SB264, including the NRA, the California Rifle and

23· ·Pistol Association, and Cross-Roads of the West,

24· ·were lobbying for this very change, and apparently

25· ·they were successful.
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·1· · · · · · Now, I'll confess, I was disappointed the

·2· ·bill was narrowed.· We were confident we had the

·3· ·votes to get a statewide ban through the assembly

·4· ·and signed by the governor, and as you have -- may

·5· ·have read, I have pledged to introduce a new bill

·6· ·next year seeking to ban gun shows on state

·7· ·property once again.

·8· · · · · · But at the same time, I've continued to

·9· ·push SB264 because I believe it still achieves

10· ·important public policy purposes.

11· · · · · · The fact of the matter is that we are in a

12· ·gun violence crisis in this country, in this state,

13· ·and, yes, in this community, and gun shows clearly

14· ·are a major contributor to that crisis.

15· · · · · · So ending gun shows at the OC Fairground,

16· ·as I promised to do starting in the summer of --

17· ·back in the summer of 2019, is an important step

18· ·towards making our communities safer.

19· · · · · · Despite the claims being made that there

20· ·are no sales of illegal or unlicensed firearms that

21· ·take place at gun shows, that is clearly not true.

22· · · · · · The California Bureau of Firearms has

23· ·repeatedly found evidence of so-called straw sales

24· ·and other sales of unlicensed guns at gun shows,

25· ·including at the OC Fairgrounds.
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·1· · · · · · Ghost guns, which are essentially gun kits

·2· ·not typically equipped with serial numbers, and

·3· ·which are -- I personally saw being sold

·4· ·cash-and-carry out of the gun shows at the

·5· ·OC Fairgrounds are an increasingly popular item at

·6· ·gun shows.

·7· · · · · · But I will also say that even if there

·8· ·were zero sales of unlicensed guns at gun shows,

·9· ·they are still a major contributor to gun violence.

10· · · · · · The fact is that the vast majority of guns

11· ·used in crimes were originally purchased through

12· ·legal avenues, including gun shows.

13· · · · · · The vast majority of guns used in

14· ·incidents of gun violence, whether homicides,

15· ·suicides, assaults or accidents, were originally

16· ·purchased through legal avenues such as gun shows.

17· · · · · · At each of these incidents of gun

18· ·violence, such as the mass shooting earlier this

19· ·year or the tragic murder of Aiden Leos on the 55

20· ·in an act of road rage or any of the shootings that

21· ·have plagued Orange County this year is like a

22· ·neutron bomb for the victim's family, friends, and

23· ·local community and has massive impacts on our

24· ·local economy.

25· · · · · · And the evidence is clear that more guns
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·1· ·lead to more gun violence.· This is true whether we

·2· ·compare country to country, state to state, county

·3· ·to county, or even household to household.

·4· · · · · · And while I respect the Constitution and

·5· ·the Bill of Rights, including the Second Amendment,

·6· ·there is no requirement the State of California has

·7· ·to be an accessory to, has to profit off the sale

·8· ·of guns, when we know that this would invariably

·9· ·lead to more gun violence and the astronomical

10· ·moral and social and economic cost.

11· · · · · · And that is what SB264 is about.· It's

12· ·about getting California out of the business of

13· ·selling guns, even if for this point, that's just

14· ·for one fairground.

15· · · · · · And let's be clear, this bill is only

16· ·necessary because this board has continued to

17· ·insist on hosting gun shows at the OC Fairgrounds

18· ·despite overwhelming opposition from the local

19· ·community.

20· · · · · · Now, several of you have explained to me

21· ·you don't believe --

22· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Senator, could you

23· ·begin to wrap it up soon here, please?

24· · · · · · SENATOR MIN:· Thank you.· I'll wrap it up

25· ·soon.
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·1· · · · · · Several of you have explained to me you

·2· ·don't believe you have any choice but to contract

·3· ·for these gun shows, that no matter how strongly

·4· ·the local communities oppose, your role is not to

·5· ·represent people but simply to maintain the fiscal

·6· ·solvency of the fairgrounds.

·7· · · · · · In fact, I vividly remember a conversation

·8· ·with the chair in which he told me something to the

·9· ·effect of:· We have to take these gun contracts

10· ·under current law.· If you change the law to ban

11· ·gun shows, we'll happily follow the law, but our

12· ·job isn't to be politicians.

13· · · · · · And that is a fair point.· You are not

14· ·elected representatives, you are gubernatorial

15· ·appointees, and you do have limited discretion at

16· ·times on responding to political concerns.

17· · · · · · But what I would say is that your elected

18· ·representatives have spoken loudly and clearly.  I

19· ·expressly ran on a campaign of ending gun shows at

20· ·the OC Fairgrounds and I was elected with over

21· ·270,000 votes from my district.

22· · · · · · Assemblywoman Cottie Petrie-Norris, who

23· ·also represents the fairgrounds, has endorsed this

24· ·bill.· We passed SB264 out of the legislature with

25· ·an overwhelming majority, and it's now going to the
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·1· ·desk of Governor Newsom, who has previously said

·2· ·that permitting the sale of firearms and

·3· ·ammunition, quote, "on state-owned property only

·4· ·perpetuates" --

·5· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· I think this is

·6· ·fine.

·7· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Yes, it is.

·8· · · · · · SENATOR MIN:· Now, as a political matter,

·9· ·this issue is a signed --

10· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Senator --

11· · · · · · SENATOR MIN:· -- disagree or agree with

12· ·SB264 is a valid and transparent product of our

13· ·democracy in action and I'm only asking you --

14· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Senator, you've had

15· ·more than enough time.

16· · · · · · SENATOR MIN:· I'm going to be asking you

17· ·to be consistent with your past statements and the

18· ·law --

19· · · · · · (Cross-talk.)

20· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Please, Senator,

21· ·respect the request of the --

22· · · · · · SENATOR MIN:· -- 264, and that means not

23· ·signing a long-term contract --

24· · · · · · (Cross-talk.)

25· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Please request that
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·1· ·the board chair should not -- I think you've made

·2· ·your point very clear, and thank you very much for

·3· ·your comments.

·4· · · · · · Summer, next item.

·5· · · · · · Next speaker, please.

·6· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· And then, Doug, I

·7· ·just want to also comment on something.· I know

·8· ·that the board has discussed in the past the

·9· ·viewpoint-neutral stance that we take on certain

10· ·topics.

11· · · · · · If an item is legal in the State of

12· ·California, we are viewpoint neutral on the topic.

13· ·It's not a personal choice to choose what is held

14· ·on the fairgrounds.

15· · · · · · I -- I just also want to comment, since

16· ·the senator pointed out me directly, his statement

17· ·is not accurate, and that is not an accurate

18· ·account of the conversation that we had, so I just

19· ·wanted to put that on the record.

20· · · · · · But we are -- this board is intended to be

21· ·a -- viewpoint-neutral, and to indicate that one

22· ·type of event held on our fairgrounds is not

23· ·family-friendly is not really something for us to

24· ·determine.

25· · · · · · There are -- there are different types of
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·1· ·families who choose to do different types of

·2· ·activities.

·3· · · · · · That concludes my comment.

·4· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· I appreciate your

·5· ·comment.

·6· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· Chair --

·7· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Yes.· Go ahead,

·8· ·Robert.

·9· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· If we could be fair with

10· ·all the other speakers and just stick to the amount

11· ·of minutes that are allowed to the other speakers,

12· ·regardless of what status that person holds, I

13· ·would greatly appreciate it.

14· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· I will do that.  I

15· ·wanted to, out of respect for the senator, allow

16· ·him some additional time, but he did exceed that.

17· · · · · · SENATOR MIN:· Thank you.· And I apologize.

18· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.

19· · · · · · Summer, next speaker, please.

20· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Okay.· We have --

21· ·James Black [verbatim] rescinded his comments, so

22· ·the next person is Rose Ann Sharp.

23· · · · · · When you're ready --

24· · · · · · (No response.)

25· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Rose, are you there?
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·1· · · · · · MS. SHARP:· Yes, I am.· I'm sorry.  I

·2· ·thought someone was speaking ahead of me.

·3· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Go right ahead.

·4· · · · · · MS. SHARP:· Yes.· Good morning.

·5· · · · · · My name is Rose Ann Sharp, and I am the

·6· ·founder of Never Again CA.· I am a neighbor in

·7· ·Del Mar.· I frequently am in Orange County and have

·8· ·attended your Cross-Roads gun show.

·9· · · · · · It is well-documented that firearms and

10· ·ammunition purchased and stolen from your gun show

11· ·transit through Del Mar on their way to Mexico.

12· · · · · · Like each of you, I also headed up a

13· ·business and several organizations.· I have

14· ·attended virtually many of your board meetings, and

15· ·your last one made me wonder:· Why does a board

16· ·appointed by the governor think it is good business

17· ·to send the governor, who is the CEO of our state,

18· ·a letter telling him about a million-dollar impact

19· ·loss from a gun show when the governor is already

20· ·on record signing AB893, which stopped the sale of

21· ·firearms and ammunitions at the Del Mar

22· ·Fairgrounds?

23· · · · · · Why does the board, appointed by the

24· ·governor, want to challenge the legislation of an

25· ·elected official, Dave Min, and that of an elected
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·1· ·legislature, when the business of the board is to

·2· ·represent all of the citizens who enjoy benefits of

·3· ·the Orange County Fairgrounds?

·4· · · · · · Then why does a board appointed by the

·5· ·governor with $50 million in revenues in 2018 and

·6· ·only one bad audit, which was corrected, think it

·7· ·is good business to tell the governor that this

·8· ·board, filled with business and organization

·9· ·leaders, does not have the ability to replace a

10· ·million dollars of income when the governor has

11· ·specifically stated that if California continues to

12· ·permit the sale of firearms and ammunition on

13· ·state-owned property, we are sending a signal that

14· ·we value the sale of firearms above the lives of

15· ·Americans?

16· · · · · · Lastly, someone at the last board meeting

17· ·described the gun show as a family-friendly event.

18· ·Well, that may be what you saw during the curated

19· ·tour with Mr. Templeton.

20· · · · · · What I saw -- and I have pictures to prove

21· ·it -- was Nazi (audio distortion) T-shirts with

22· ·hateful slogans, and a small child in the aisle

23· ·swinging a wooden machete as large as he was, and

24· ·adults not wanting to go down that aisle for fear.

25· · · · · · I saw a woman breast-feeding her baby in
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·1· ·front of a table full of unsecured large hunting

·2· ·knives easily lifted on the spot.

·3· · · · · · I saw the dual incentives between

·4· ·Cross-Roads and the NRA members, and, of course,

·5· ·ghost guns.

·6· · · · · · Yes, it is all legal.· Ghost guns that

·7· ·look like a gun, shoot like a gun, and kill like a

·8· ·gun, but are totally untraceable.

·9· · · · · · I believe it is not good business to bring

10· ·these weapons of death into our communities on

11· ·state-owned property.

12· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Could you please

13· ·wrap up your comments, please.

14· · · · · · MS. SHARP:· Yes.· I ask you, with all your

15· ·experience, I hope you can answer your letter --

16· ·answer in your letter how this is good business for

17· ·Orange County and your neighbors in San Diego.

18· ·Thank you.

19· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Summer, before we

20· ·have the next speaker, I'm very appreciative of the

21· ·fact that there are strong feelings on both sides

22· ·of this issue.· We certainly want everyone to get

23· ·their thoughts out for the benefit of the board,

24· ·but if you can all try to adhere to the

25· ·three-minute limit, it would be very much
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·1· ·appreciated.· I don't want to be in a situation of

·2· ·needing to cut other speakers off.

·3· · · · · · I did allow, out of respect for

·4· ·Senator Min, who is the author of the bill -- I did

·5· ·allow him additional time to articulate his

·6· ·thoughts.

·7· · · · · · So let's just try to stay focused, if we

·8· ·can.

·9· · · · · · Summer, next speaker, please.

10· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Yes.

11· · · · · · Vice Chair La Belle, I am timing the

12· ·speakers, just so you know.

13· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Perfect.· Okay.

14· ·Thank you so much.

15· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· We have Ira Sharp next.

16· · · · · · Ira, when you're ready.

17· · · · · · MR. SHARP:· Okay.· Good morning.· I'm

18· ·Ira Sharp, the cofounder, with Rose Ann Sharp, of

19· ·Never Again CA.

20· · · · · · In correspondence, and in the debate on

21· ·September 13 regarding the proposed letter of the

22· ·governor, much was made by some of the fact that

23· ·SB264 was amended in the state assembly to apply

24· ·solely to the 32nd DAA.

25· · · · · · The insinuation was that this was somehow
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·1· ·unfair or nefarious.· And nothing could be further

·2· ·from the truth.

·3· · · · · · It's simply due to the fact that this is

·4· ·the way the assembly operates.· No member will

·5· ·support a bill that applies to another assembly

·6· ·member's district, unless that assembly member has

·7· ·signed on to the bill.

·8· · · · · · When San Diego Mayor Todd Gloria was in

·9· ·the assembly, he authored AB893, which solely

10· ·applied to the ban on the sale of firearms to the

11· ·Del Mar Fairgrounds.

12· · · · · · Active chapters of Never Again CA and

13· ·several other counties asked them to include their

14· ·fairgrounds, and he conferred with the assembly

15· ·members who had those fairgrounds in their

16· ·district.

17· · · · · · When they decided not to support a ban in

18· ·their district, the draft bill was narrowed to

19· ·22nd DAA.

20· · · · · · That's what happened to SB264.· When it

21· ·got through appropriations and when it was clear

22· ·that no other assembly member wished to add their

23· ·fairgrounds to the legislation, they were dropped.

24· · · · · · It's totally just disingenuous to suggest

25· ·that any other motive was at work.
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·1· · · · · · And I would like to make one further

·2· ·response to something that the chair said earlier.

·3· ·It's very clear in the regulations that govern

·4· ·fairgrounds that each fairground is to make a

·5· ·decision of its own based on the input from its

·6· ·community.

·7· · · · · · It is not, as the chair implied, an

·8· ·obligation to allow everything.· We don't allow

·9· ·cannabis.· We don't allow other things.· We make

10· ·those decisions in banning gun shows -- or the sale

11· ·of firearms on the fairgrounds is certainly one

12· ·that we should have made before and the assembly's

13· ·made for you and that you should not oppose.· You

14· ·should embrace it to get back to your mission of

15· ·being family-friendly and a favorable place for all

16· ·people of Orange County.

17· · · · · · Thank you very much.

18· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Okay.· Thank you, Ira.

19· · · · · · I'm going to call the next group of

20· ·speakers.· There was a Niccolas, followed by Susan

21· ·Lew, Julia Demlow, Piper Benom, Gary Levy, and

22· ·Jim Cairns.

23· · · · · · Nicholas, when you're ready.

24· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· And, again, let's

25· ·all try to work to keep it to the three minutes,
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·1· ·please.

·2· · · · · · NICCOLAS:· Thank you.· Can you hear me?

·3· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Yes.· Go ahead.

·4· · · · · · NICCOLAS:· Okay.· I want to thank the

·5· ·board for this meeting and the senator for his

·6· ·time, and thank you all for allowing the speaker to

·7· ·go on this public comment.

·8· · · · · · So briefly, just to -- really, I'm just a

·9· ·concerned citizen.· I have -- you know, I have

10· ·kids, and my daughter and I -- we went not too long

11· ·ago to the -- to a fairground, and we were actually

12· ·learning, and she got to shoot, you know, some

13· ·BB guns and got to experience what it was to, you

14· ·know, hold a gun and all the safety and everything.

15· · · · · · And that's one thing I just want to

16· ·mention briefly, is that one thing that the senator

17· ·and many individuals don't realize is that the

18· ·impact that it has, obviously, on all of Southern

19· ·California, that when you take away a gun show, be

20· ·it in Orange County or Del Mar or anywhere, is that

21· ·you have a -- you have an absence of education, an

22· ·absence of a culture that is a healthy promoter.

23· · · · · · You know, I think the State is -- it would

24· ·behoove the State to promote a good culture, there

25· ·by legal means of individuals.
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·1· · · · · · While there may be nefarious things that

·2· ·do happen, maybe, according to the senator -- I

·3· ·didn't hear any facts presented other than just

·4· ·hearsay, but if you don't have a legal culture,

·5· ·then you don't promote that -- the mindset around

·6· ·good -- what would be considered gun control or gun

·7· ·education.

·8· · · · · · And I think that's critical for citizens

·9· ·who want to be law abiding, such as myself, and who

10· ·want to have that ability to, you know, pass on to

11· ·the next generation, you know, how to do it right

12· ·and to be current on present-day issues regarding

13· ·whatever it might be in regards to firearms.

14· · · · · · I just think that aside from the fiscal

15· ·impact, you're also taking away the cultural and

16· ·educational impact that could be toward the

17· ·betterment.

18· · · · · · Because, remember, you're taking away, and

19· ·what are you -- you're leaving a vacuum of

20· ·education, of culture that you're not replacing

21· ·with anything.· You're just saying, "No.· Take it

22· ·away, and replace it with nothing."

23· · · · · · And so I'm asking -- so the people who are

24· ·law abiding, who do want those kinds of things, you

25· ·know, what -- what are you giving them in return?
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·1· ·What are the other options, "Well, just go figure

·2· ·it out," when you have in place right now, a

·3· ·mechanism that can act as a positive force.

·4· · · · · · And I support the board in its putting

·5· ·forward of a -- asking the governor to veto.  I

·6· ·myself have written to the governor to veto that.

·7· · · · · · And I just -- Senator, I believe you're

·8· ·wrong when you think you only speak for everybody

·9· ·in that regard.

10· · · · · · I think that you need to take into

11· ·consideration the impact over all of Southern

12· ·California and others who may be opposed to that.

13· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Okay.· Thank you,

14· ·Niccolas.· That is time.

15· · · · · · NICCOLAS:· Thank you.

16· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you.

17· · · · · · Next up we have Julia Demlow.

18· · · · · · Julia, when you're ready.

19· · · · · · MS. DEMLOW:· Hello.· Can you hear me?

20· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Yes.· Go right ahead.

21· · · · · · MS. DEMLOW:· Thank you.· D-E-M-L-O-W.

22· · · · · · I want to thank the board for giving us

23· ·the opportunity to speak today, and also to thank

24· ·the board for the fair that just went on that my

25· ·family and I participated in, and for tonight's
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·1· ·concert, the Hank Williams concert, which I will

·2· ·also be attending.· So I look forward to continuing

·3· ·to enjoy events like this at the fairgrounds.

·4· · · · · · In regards to today, the letter being sent

·5· ·to the governor, I'd kind of like to go through a

·6· ·few points that I noticed on this letter, that I

·7· ·found troubling.

·8· · · · · · In the first paragraph, it talks about no

·9· ·state official, including Senator Dave Min,

10· ·reaching out to the board and -- (audio distortion)

11· ·to inquire about economic input.

12· · · · · · First of all, as everyone knows, when a

13· ·bill does go through the legislative process, it

14· ·goes through an appropriations committee on both

15· ·the assembly side and the senate side, which is

16· ·fully responsible for looking at the economic

17· ·impacts, and those were looked at.

18· · · · · · But we also -- and passed both the

19· ·state -- or the senate and the assembly side even

20· ·after looking at the economic impacts on the

21· ·fairgrounds' revenue.

22· · · · · · We also have to take into consideration

23· ·the economic impacts that the State of California

24· ·incurs in regards to gun violence, which is --

25· ·costs California $81 billion a year, based on the
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·1· ·last Giffords report that was submitted to the

·2· ·U.S. House of Representatives National Report on

·3· ·the cost of gun violence throughout the country.

·4· · · · · · $81 billion that California spends on gun

·5· ·violence each year is a much bigger issue than the

·6· ·lost revenue at the OC Fairgrounds, which I feel

·7· ·fully confident with the fairgrounds staff that

·8· ·that revenue will be recouped with even better and

·9· ·more exciting events that the whole community can

10· ·enjoy.

11· · · · · · Also, I had a concern in that -- and I

12· ·think Dave Min -- Senator Min discussed this --

13· ·that Senator Min's campaign was fully transparent

14· ·in what he ran on, the platform of removing gun

15· ·shows at state-owned property.

16· · · · · · And he and -- or Assemblywoman Cottie

17· ·Petrie-Norris both won their campaigns, and the

18· ·people have elected those representatives in order

19· ·to move forward on this initiative.

20· · · · · · Now, as has been explained in another

21· ·state, AB893 was signed into law ending gun shows

22· ·in Del Mar, and then SB281 was actually to end gun

23· ·shows at Cal Palos Fairgrounds.

24· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Okay, Julia.· That is

25· ·time.· Thank you.
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·1· · · · · · Next up, we have Susan Lew.

·2· · · · · · Susan, when you're ready.

·3· · · · · · MS. LEW:· Hi.· Good morning, everyone.

·4· ·Okay.· I heard an echo.

·5· · · · · · I wanted to thank the Fair board for

·6· ·discussing this and allowing public comment.

·7· · · · · · To the comment that taking away gun shows

·8· ·takes away from safety education, that is a

·9· ·disingenuous argument.· Gun safety can be taught in

10· ·community events like the Family Night Out that

11· ·every city hosts in August each year.

12· · · · · · This is where families learn about fire

13· ·safety, earthquake safety, car seat safety, road

14· ·safety; and firearm safety can be added to events

15· ·like that without also promoting the sale of deadly

16· ·weapons and promoting the sale of the items that

17· ·specifically can harm children in their homes

18· ·accidentally.

19· · · · · · I really urge the Fair board to reconsider

20· ·sending this letter expressing disdain for the law

21· ·that has been passed by the state legislature and

22· ·that was introduced by an elected official and that

23· ·has wide community support.

24· · · · · · We all care so much about public safety,

25· ·and gun shows may have been something that we've
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·1· ·done forever, but we -- that doesn't mean that we

·2· ·have to continue them.

·3· · · · · · It's been shown that guns in the

·4· ·community -- the more guns in the community, the

·5· ·more gun deaths.· And as a public health

·6· ·professional, I view this as a public health

·7· ·problem.

·8· · · · · · And the OC Fair board, as a community -- a

·9· ·set of community leaders should care more about

10· ·public health than finances.

11· · · · · · Thank you very much.

12· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you.

13· · · · · · Next up we have Piper Benom, B-E-N-O-M.

14· · · · · · MS. BENOM:· Hi.· Good morning.· I am an

15· ·Orange County resident, and I strongly support the

16· ·ban on gun shows at the fairground.· The loss of

17· ·revenue from gun shows is not critical to the

18· ·Orange County Fair.

19· · · · · · When Del Mar Fairground ended their gun

20· ·shows, they developed a strategic plan to replace

21· ·that lost revenue, and I think that Orange County

22· ·should do the same.

23· · · · · · Orange County voted for Senator Min based

24· ·on his promise to introduce this legislation.· This

25· ·is what the voters wanted and the taxpayers wanted.
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·1· · · · · · I just am urging the board to follow the

·2· ·spirit of SB264, which passed through the State

·3· ·legislature with overwhelming and broad support.

·4· · · · · · Approving gun shows for 2022 or beyond

·5· ·goes against the spirit of SB264 and directly

·6· ·against the will of the voters and the families and

·7· ·the communities that you serve.· Thank you.

·8· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you, Piper.

·9· · · · · · Next up we have Gary Levy or Levy.

10· · · · · · MR. LEVY:· It's Gary Levy, L-E-V-Y.· Thank

11· ·you for taking me, ma'am.

12· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Go right ahead.

13· · · · · · MR. LEVY:· I'd like to express my support

14· ·for this board to send a letter to the governor

15· ·saying that they support gun shows in California

16· ·and they reject this Senate Bill 264.

17· · · · · · A lot of lies are told about guns and gun

18· ·ownership:· One, no guns are obtained at a gun

19· ·show.· It just doesn't happen.· It's just a big lie

20· ·that's been promulgated.

21· · · · · · The lies about the causes of violence in

22· ·mass shootings -- okay.· They didn't get them at

23· ·gun shows.· These are criminals.

24· · · · · · Gun owners -- lawful gun owners are not

25· ·the cause of violence in this society.
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·1· · · · · · We had Senator Min and Ms. Sharp talk

·2· ·about well-documented cases and major contributors

·3· ·that obtain these implements of destruction at a

·4· ·gun store.

·5· · · · · · Well, my question is this:· They provided

·6· ·no facts.· Where are the prosecutions for these

·7· ·well-documented violations at these gun stores?

·8· · · · · · The second thing I'd like to talk about is

·9· ·restraint of trade.· Most of these booths and

10· ·businesses at small -- at gun shows are small

11· ·businesses.

12· · · · · · My first job was at the Orange County

13· ·Fairgrounds.· It wasn't at the gun show, but it was

14· ·another event that promulgated small businesses.

15· · · · · · But not only firearms are -- not all

16· ·businesses are firearms-related.· There's a lot of

17· ·hunting, fishing, outdoors, even photography

18· ·businesses that participate in these gun shows.

19· · · · · · The other thing I'd like to say is it

20· ·represents a culture of like-minded people, and it

21· ·violates the First Amendment if you try to cancel

22· ·that.· There is something called freedom of

23· ·association.· It's part of the First Amendment.

24· · · · · · I grew up in Orange County, and, again, a

25· ·lot of these businesses that go to gun shows are
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·1· ·garage businesses.· They start in people's garages.

·2· · · · · · I think this is a punishment for

·3· ·Orange County.· It's another carve-out where

·4· ·they're singling out Orange County just like they

·5· ·singled out Huntington Beach and they singled out

·6· ·Orange County beaches and stuff for the pandemic

·7· ·because the governor does not like Orange County.

·8· ·It would not fly if it was a statewide ban at all

·9· ·fairgrounds.

10· · · · · · I think you stated your intent on what the

11· ·board -- what this board is supposed to do:· It's

12· ·supposed to promulgate communities and culture in

13· ·Orange County, and this is part of the community

14· ·and culture of Orange County, and it should be

15· ·allowed to continue at the Orange County

16· ·Fairgrounds.· Thank you.

17· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Okay.· Thank you.

18· · · · · · Next up we have Jim Cairns.· Jim, when

19· ·you're ready, if you are still on the line.

20· · · · · · (No response.)

21· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· One last call for Jim.

22· · · · · · (No response.)

23· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Next up, we have William

24· ·Ortiz.

25· · · · · · William, when you're ready.
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·1· · · · · · MR. ORTIZ:· Thank you for the opportunity

·2· ·to speak.

·3· · · · · · I just would like to express my support

·4· ·for the board to send out a letter to the governor

·5· ·to ask him to veto these -- a bill.· I have

·6· ·personally written, as well, a request to the

·7· ·governor.

·8· · · · · · I believe that the premise of this bill

·9· ·that the gun shows pose a danger to the community

10· ·could not be any farther from the truth.

11· · · · · · I have personally attended gun shows in

12· ·this community.· I can attest that they're just as

13· ·safe as any other public event.

14· · · · · · The purpose of this bill -- it just seems

15· ·to be interpreted that it's an attack on

16· ·law-abiding citizens and legal activities that are

17· ·actually protected by the U.S. Constitution.

18· · · · · · And I do -- I understand that the board is

19· ·to be not -- it should be blind to what kind of

20· ·activity this is, but it is an activity that -- it

21· ·is supported by the community, and we have

22· ·communities that -- of like-minded attendants that

23· ·go to that community, and it's actually very, very

24· ·safe.

25· · · · · · And I think the board should support the
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·1· ·view of those who are like-minded for sportsmanship

·2· ·or firearms-related events.

·3· · · · · · Thank you very much.

·4· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· All right.· Thank you,

·5· ·William.

·6· · · · · · That concludes public comment on this

·7· ·item.

·8· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Let's bring it back

·9· ·to the board for discussion.

10· · · · · · Any comments from board members?

11· · · · · · MR. BURTON:· Can you allow one more public

12· ·comment, please?· I'm sorry.

13· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Sure.· That's fine.

14· ·Go ahead.· And your name?

15· · · · · · MR. BURTON:· My name is Pat Burton.· And

16· ·I'm sorry.· I didn't realize that I had to sign up

17· ·in advance.

18· · · · · · Just good morning, and thank you for the

19· ·opportunity to speak when I didn't sign up in

20· ·advance.

21· · · · · · I just wanted to say that I fully respect

22· ·Senator Min's right to say that gun shows are not

23· ·friendly for his family and it's right to not take

24· ·his family to gun shows, but I would completely

25· ·draw the line at the fact of him saying that they
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·1· ·are not friendly for my family.

·2· · · · · · Four children, 15 grandchildren, and I see

·3· ·them as perfectly family-friendly events.· I think

·4· ·the person who spoke up -- the lady who spoke up

·5· ·after Senator Min spoke was correct, and the fact

·6· ·that that is a very subjective statement.

·7· · · · · · For example, you mentioned that tonight

·8· ·there is a Hank Williams, Jr. concert.· And I would

·9· ·say that there are people out there that would say

10· ·that that is not a family-friendly event.· That is

11· ·left for families to decide.

12· · · · · · So I respect Senator Min's decision for

13· ·his family, but I draw the line where he tries to

14· ·make the decision for my family.

15· · · · · · Second, when the meeting began and the

16· ·mission of the Fair board was read, I would see

17· ·these gun shows as perfectly consistent with that

18· ·mission, and I think the past history of these gun

19· ·shows has demonstrated that.

20· · · · · · And so I would say that this is consistent

21· ·with the mission of the fair.

22· · · · · · And then just, lastly, also, as the lady

23· ·who spoke up after Senator Min spoke -- as I

24· ·followed this legislation through the California

25· ·legislature, it's been filled with his inaccurate
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·1· ·statements constantly, and someone called him on

·2· ·several inconsistencies just this morning as he

·3· ·spoke, with unsubstantiated facts.

·4· · · · · · So as a law-abiding person who sees the

·5· ·value of gun shows and sees the enjoyment of gun

·6· ·shows and sees the constitutional protection for

·7· ·gun shows, I would just urge you, as a board, to

·8· ·contact the governor and -- in opposition to --

·9· ·asking him to veto this law.

10· · · · · · And I would also urge you to continue to

11· ·contract for gun shows for those of us who see them

12· ·as family-friendly and see the value and the

13· ·enjoyment of them.

14· · · · · · So thank you very much for the opportunity

15· ·to speak and for your consideration and your

16· ·potential action.· Thank you.

17· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you.

18· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.· One last

19· ·time, any other public comments?

20· · · · · · (No response.)

21· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.· Let's bring

22· ·it back to the board for board discussion and

23· ·action.

24· · · · · · Fellow board members?

25· · · · · · MR. BLEK:· Excuse me, but this is Charles
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·1· ·Blek.· I understand we signed up for public

·2· ·comment.

·3· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.· We don't

·4· ·believe we have that.

·5· · · · · · MR. BLEK:· It's Mary Lee Blek and Charles

·6· ·Blek.

·7· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Do you have that,

·8· ·Summer?

·9· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· I have a James Black

10· ·[verbatim] on the -- that wanted to speak, but then

11· ·rescinded.

12· · · · · · If I missed you, Charles, I apologize.

13· · · · · · MR. BLEK:· No.· I came on -- this is

14· ·Charles Blek, B-L-E-K.· And you should also have

15· ·Mary Lee Blek, B-L-E-K.

16· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Apologies if I missed

17· ·you.

18· · · · · · Charles, go ahead.

19· · · · · · MR. BLEK:· Thank you.

20· · · · · · I am Charles Blek.· I am a retired

21· ·attorney.· I'm past president of Brady

22· ·Orange County and currently an active board member.

23· · · · · · I had the privilege of offering testimony

24· ·at the public safety committees of our state senate

25· ·and assembly in support of SB264.
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·1· · · · · · I am a long-time resident of Orange County

·2· ·and have been involved in this advocacy for better

·3· ·than 25 years.· In that time, I have witnessed a

·4· ·real change in the philosophy of our county.

·5· · · · · · In regards to this item, the prohibition

·6· ·of gun shows at the Orange County fairgrounds, it

·7· ·would appear that the focus has shifted from when I

·8· ·last spoke to you ten days ago with a current

·9· ·emphasis on money.

10· · · · · · With that in mind, please note that guns

11· ·and gun violence are costing the State of

12· ·California 14 billion, at $14 billion annually.

13· ·Why in the world should our state promote and

14· ·facilitate the sale of guns, either actual or

15· ·ghosts?

16· · · · · · The Orange County Fairgrounds should never

17· ·again host any gun show, period.

18· · · · · · Thank you for your consideration.

19· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Is there one more

20· ·speaker, I believe?

21· · · · · · MS. BLEK:· I will speak -- I will speak

22· ·later on the -- discuss of -- the vote to approve,

23· ·preapprove gun contracts for gun shows.· I'll do it

24· ·later.

25· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.
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·1· · · · · · One last time, any other public comments?

·2· · · · · · (No response.)

·3· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.· Let's bring

·4· ·it back to the board for board discussion.

·5· · · · · · Board comments?

·6· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· Yeah, Chair.· This is

·7· ·Director Ruiz.

·8· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Go ahead, Robert.

·9· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· You know, I want to thank

10· ·all the speakers who came to speak this morning,

11· ·whether they're for the show or not for the show.

12· · · · · · There's a lot of unanswered questions here

13· ·as far as -- you know, I know dissenters spoke

14· ·about the majority of the people in the district

15· ·wanting this gun show gone.

16· · · · · · I was just wondering if there was a poll

17· ·taken of all the constituents and what the results

18· ·of this poll were or was this just his opinion.

19· · · · · · The other one, this letter is just to let

20· ·the governor know to reconsider this, of the

21· ·economic impact it's going to take of the 32nd DAA.

22· · · · · · And as a steward of the 32nd DAA, that's a

23· ·concern of mine.

24· · · · · · We can sit here all day and argue what's

25· ·family-friendly and what isn't.· You know, we have
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·1· ·tattoo shows -- they're on the grounds -- that

·2· ·people can say:· That's not family-friendly.· Some

·3· ·people may consider that family-friendly.· I don't

·4· ·know.

·5· · · · · · And so, you know, I don't think any of the

·6· ·directors here, you know, can -- would disagree

·7· ·that gun violence is a problem.

·8· · · · · · But there's a lot of questions that are

·9· ·left unanswered when it comes to that.

10· · · · · · So I'm in support of sending the letter

11· ·because I was somewhat disappointed with how the

12· ·process went through, how this was basically just

13· ·shoved down our throats.· And I was under the

14· ·assumption that this was going to be for all state

15· ·fairgrounds.

16· · · · · · And I know, Director La Belle, you had

17· ·asked the question last meeting of why did it just

18· ·all of a sudden come down OC right before the bill

19· ·was approved.

20· · · · · · So that's a question that I would like

21· ·answered as well.· Because, you know, there's other

22· ·senators who have not only one DAA, two, ten --

23· ·some of them have even more.· Why all of a sudden

24· ·this was changed and only affected us?

25· · · · · · So as a steward of the 32nd DAA, this is a
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·1· ·huge economic impact, not only on us, but on small

·2· ·businesses.

·3· · · · · · Someone made a comment, you know:· This is

·4· ·just not all about guns.· I've been to this gun

·5· ·show, and I've seen families having beef jerky,

·6· ·selling peanuts, what have you.· So that's my

·7· ·concern.

·8· · · · · · I know I have reached out to the senator

·9· ·prior to this bill being approved, and I asked if

10· ·he could delay this bill until we, as a board, can

11· ·come together and come up with a solution to

12· ·replace the almost million dollars that we're about

13· ·to lose if this was to go through.

14· · · · · · He said, "Okay.· Let me talk to my staff."

15· · · · · · No one ever got back to me.· No one ever

16· ·got back to me.

17· · · · · · So I'm disappointed, again, in the way

18· ·that the bill went through.· I still stand by

19· ·that -- this letter, and I just wanted to hear from

20· ·the other board members and see what their thoughts

21· ·are.

22· · · · · · Thank you.

23· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you,

24· ·Director Ruiz.

25· · · · · · Other board member comments?
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·1· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· This is

·2· ·Sandra Cervantes.· I attended the gun show for the

·3· ·first time, and I think another really important

·4· ·component that I saw were a lot of safeguards that

·5· ·have been placed for education.

·6· · · · · · And as Director Rubalcava-Garcia stated,

·7· ·and also Director Ruiz, you know, there might be a

·8· ·lot of different ranges of normal on what we

·9· ·perceive to believe that is family-friendly or not.

10· ·Some people might assume that family-friendly is

11· ·not the rainbow flag that we have on the grounds.

12· · · · · · So with that said, I think that it is also

13· ·very, very important that we do have a safety

14· ·component in place.· And I think that the gun show

15· ·provides this at large, and I will support as well

16· ·the letter.

17· · · · · · DIRECTOR RAFIEI:· Chair La Belle, this is

18· ·Director Rafiei.· If I may address everyone.  I

19· ·want to -- well, this is my first board meeting,

20· ·but it's not the first one that I've watched.  I

21· ·actually have gone back and watched a bunch of the

22· ·meetings, so I want to thank, one, all of you who

23· ·are on this call, not just the appointed board

24· ·members that I'm hoping to get to know better, but

25· ·the general public who's come here to speak on this
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·1· ·issue.

·2· · · · · · I'd like to ask our CEO, Ms. Rogers --

·3· ·Ms. Richards -- it's my understanding that we

·4· ·are -- "we," as in the OC Fairgrounds, is one out

·5· ·of, if not the only profitable fair that the state

·6· ·has right now.

·7· · · · · · Is that accurate information that I have?

·8· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Not entirely accurate.

·9· ·There are fairs that operate profitably, but there

10· ·are about 11 that -- well, maybe even more than

11· ·that at this point with COVID, that are in

12· ·financial trouble.

13· · · · · · DIRECTOR RAFIEI:· Thank you so much for

14· ·that clarification.

15· · · · · · So when I was onboarded by this -- very

16· ·quickly, the most important thing that I was told

17· ·was:· This job is to oversee the business.  I

18· ·thought:· Great.· I run three successful

19· ·businesses, so it's something that I can contribute

20· ·to the board.

21· · · · · · And what we've seen in the last 18 months,

22· ·if not longer, not just with COVID, but business

23· ·owners have had to get very creative.· And I think

24· ·it's the leadership of this board and the staff,

25· ·from what I've witnessed online, at least, has
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·1· ·allowed that to happen.

·2· · · · · · But we've also seen businesses take stands

·3· ·on moral issues, whether it's voting rights,

·4· ·whether it's vaccines, whether it's access to

·5· ·reproductive rights.

·6· · · · · · So as a business, we also need to consider

·7· ·the moral implications of these gun shows in our

·8· ·communities.

·9· · · · · · I do think that to Director Ruiz's

10· ·question about polling, I'm actually positive that

11· ·there is polling done on this issue, and I'll just

12· ·forward it to you separately, since I know your

13· ·information.

14· · · · · · But this is something that isn't just on

15· ·the fringe.· The money, the million dollars --

16· ·again, one of the most successful fairs before I

17· ·even got on this -- so I can tell you that there

18· ·are ways to recoup this money a zillion fold.

19· · · · · · Right now, September 22nd and 23rd, in

20· ·Santa Rosa, there is a convention -- a trade

21· ·convention going on called Hall of Flowers, the

22· ·largest cannabis convention going on in the state,

23· ·making millions of dollars in revenue and not

24· ·killing anybody by accident, whether it is a joint

25· ·that gets lost and is a ghost joint somewhere?· No
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·1· ·one is going to get killed for it.

·2· · · · · · Also, I was told that we were writing this

·3· ·letter to inform the governor of this loss.· I'm

·4· ·pretty sure that he's aware of it.· He's signed

·5· ·everything that he can to be supportive of this

·6· ·legislation.· So I don't think our job is to inform

·7· ·him on what's going to happen if this goes through,

·8· ·whether he signs it or leaves it on his desk for it

·9· ·to go effective.

10· · · · · · And, again, the possibility of us raising

11· ·funds that are needed in other avenues is there.

12· · · · · · Of all the speakers that spoke today, I

13· ·took notes.· I'm also the secretary of an

14· ·organization, so I take copious notes as well,

15· ·Michele.

16· · · · · · We had five speakers -- I'm sorry, four

17· ·speakers supporting us sending the letter, five

18· ·speakers supporting the ban of the gun shows.

19· · · · · · All the speakers supporting this letter

20· ·are men.· The perspective of women was lost on

21· ·this.· All the women that spoke about the fear they

22· ·have of these guns going rogue or the gun violence

23· ·in our community are the voices that I'm hearing.

24· ·And maybe that's the perspective that I was asked

25· ·to bring to this board, but that's something that I
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·1· ·noted here.

·2· · · · · · So as a business, yes, we have to be

·3· ·financially responsible, but we can do so without

·4· ·necessarily this $1 million of income.

·5· · · · · · We should be taking a position morally on

·6· ·issues that affect our communities, Orange County

·7· ·and beyond.· And it is not our responsibility to

·8· ·tell the CEO of the state what he already knows.

·9· · · · · · So I'm not going to be supporting sending

10· ·a letter to the governor.

11· · · · · · Thank you so much for your time.

12· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Director

13· ·Rafiei.

14· · · · · · Director Aitken?· Director Bagneris?

15· ·Director Kovacevich, any comments?

16· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Chair La Belle, I just

17· ·want to, again, echo our new director's sentiment.

18· ·Thank you to everyone that is weighing in on this

19· ·issue.· I know the minutes were not attached from

20· ·our meeting ten days ago, or, sorry, last Monday,

21· ·so I'm going to be repetitive only because I just

22· ·want to make sure the record is clear on why I'm

23· ·not going to be supporting this motion.

24· · · · · · You know, I think we just had a public

25· ·strategic planning session, and one of the
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·1· ·questions and one of the things that we were

·2· ·talking about with our CEO and with our fellow

·3· ·board members are opportunities.

·4· · · · · · And we talked about self-producing events,

·5· ·the ability to make more money when we are bringing

·6· ·culturally relevant, diverse events onto these

·7· ·fairgrounds as opposed to just renting the property

·8· ·to people that are going to be putting on shows

·9· ·where we really cannot control the content.

10· · · · · · So I disagree respectfully with the letter

11· ·in saying that we cannot replace the income that we

12· ·would lose if we did not have the gun shows.  I

13· ·think it is actually an opportunity to do things

14· ·that really better reflect the values of our

15· ·community.

16· · · · · · I also want to reiterate the point that I

17· ·do not think it is the role of this board -- and I

18· ·respect that board members have disagreed with

19· ·me -- that we inform the governor, who just won a

20· ·very successful recall election to stay in office,

21· ·how to do his job when he has been so consistent on

22· ·this issue, where he has supported other

23· ·fairgrounds in banning gun shows on state property.

24· ·I think his history has been clear.

25· · · · · · And even if not, I want to make sure that
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·1· ·over the last couple of years that I am consistent.

·2· ·I agree with Director Ruiz.· I don't think we

·3· ·should be the arbiter of what is family-friendly

·4· ·and what is not family-friendly.· That is for every

·5· ·individual that comes to the fairgrounds to decide.

·6· · · · · · But we do get to make the decision about

·7· ·what is consistent with our values.· And while we

·8· ·might disagree, I do not think this is consistent

·9· ·with our values, and I will not be supporting

10· ·writing the governor to overturn a letter for

11· ·legislation that has been voted on and approved by

12· ·both our state senator and assembly member.

13· · · · · · So thank you for your time.

14· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Chair La Belle, I

15· ·actually have a comment.· This is Chair

16· ·Rubalcava-Garcia.

17· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Please, Chair, go

18· ·ahead.

19· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· And my apologies.

20· ·I'm in a very noisy space.

21· · · · · · So my comments are:· First, I want to

22· ·thank all of our board members for weighing in on

23· ·the topic.· I know this is a very difficult thing

24· ·to discuss, but I also want to highlight one thing.

25· · · · · · I do disagree with some of the comments --
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·1· ·respectfully disagree with some of my co-board

·2· ·members' comments related to the fact that it's not

·3· ·our fiduciary duty to at least get the loss on the

·4· ·record for budget issues and to send this letter to

·5· ·the governor, regardless of whether he is aware of

·6· ·it.

·7· · · · · · We all know his position, but let's face

·8· ·it, this ban is not changing -- providing any

·9· ·comprehensive change to gun control.· It's merely a

10· ·superficial way for an elected official to declare

11· ·victory on one of his campaign promises.

12· · · · · · So I just want to remind, as a woman who

13· ·is basically saying, I think that we should allow

14· ·for these shows to continue, although that is not

15· ·the intention of the letter.

16· · · · · · My opinion on the topic doesn't matter.  I

17· ·think the issue that we have before the board that

18· ·we need to discuss right now is primarily the focus

19· ·on the letter, which is sending it to the governor

20· ·to have it on the record, and I don't see anything

21· ·wrong with that.

22· · · · · · So I will be voting yes to approve the

23· ·letter that is drafted.

24· · · · · · It is not a sharply worded letter.· It is

25· ·not a letter threatening the governor.· I'm a
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·1· ·supporter of the governor.· I voted no on the

·2· ·recall.· I don't think that it's -- that has

·3· ·nothing to do with the work of the 32nd DAA.

·4· · · · · · I do agree that there are other

·5· ·opportunities, and I love the cannabis idea.  I

·6· ·think that there is opportunities, especially with

·7· ·the City of Costa Mesa recently rolling back some

·8· ·of their prohibition on allowing it in the city,

·9· ·and there is opportunity to expand that.

10· · · · · · But the issue before us today is whether

11· ·or not this SB- -- the bill -- I can't remember the

12· ·bill.· I don't have it in front of me -- whether

13· ·this bill, you know -- whether or not this Fair

14· ·Board should write a letter to the governor.

15· · · · · · That's it.· It's simple, very easy.· So I

16· ·will be voting yes on the letter today.

17· · · · · · DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:· Chair

18· ·Rubalcava-Garcia, this is Director Kovacevich.

19· · · · · · Could you explain further on why you think

20· ·it's important to get this on record with the

21· ·State?

22· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Absolutely.

23· · · · · · So, you know, we are appointed members of

24· ·the -- we're the governing body.· There's two

25· ·distinctions that I think is really important to
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·1· ·make:· One, Del Mar and Cal Palos -- those boards

·2· ·took a position to ban gun shows, which eventually

·3· ·led to the -- (audio distortion).

·4· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Chair

·5· ·Rubalcava-Garcia, you're cutting in and out.

·6· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· I'm getting no

·7· ·audio, Natalie.

·8· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· -- as part of

·9· ·this discussion.

10· · · · · · But the difference is that those boards

11· ·took the position that they had.· Dave Min went

12· ·around legislation.· And I think it's important

13· ·from a PR -- it's a very successful (audio

14· ·distortion) -- sorry.· I dropped off there.

15· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· I think we've lost

16· ·her.

17· · · · · · Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, we're not able to

18· ·hear what you're saying.· I don't know if you've

19· ·stepped into a different space.

20· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· While we're waiting

21· ·for that, this is Director Bagneris, and my

22· ·position has not changed on the letter.  I

23· ·appreciate the fact that it was reworked, but I

24· ·will not be supporting this letter.

25· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Director
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·1· ·Bagneris.

·2· · · · · · Is Director Pham on the line?

·3· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· No, he's not.

·4· · · · · · DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:· Michele, with

·5· ·Natalie's bad connection, do you have any color as

·6· ·to the importance of sort of getting the financial

·7· ·loss on the record with the State?

·8· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Well, you know, the

·9· ·gun shows have -- typically, there have been up to

10· ·five shows per year, per calendar year.· There have

11· ·been years where the revenue generated from those

12· ·contracts is close to a million dollars, and that

13· ·would include the rental fees, staffing fees,

14· ·equipment fees, and then, of course, the parking

15· ·fees and commissions on food and beverage

16· ·associated with the show.

17· · · · · · So I can -- certainly speaking as the CEO

18· ·of this organization, I'm concerned anytime we

19· ·would lose a million dollars in revenue, take out

20· ·the topic altogether.· It is a loss to the

21· ·organization.

22· · · · · · Can it be replaced?· It absolutely can be

23· ·replaced, but it can't be replaced overnight.· Our

24· ·sales team is very good at generating interest in

25· ·new business, and our events team is phenomenal at
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·1· ·servicing our events that come back year after

·2· ·year.

·3· · · · · · So I have faith that they can replace the

·4· ·business, but it's not going to happen overnight.

·5· ·And it will definitely have an impact on our

·6· ·revenue stream for the year, but there is demand

·7· ·for this property.

·8· · · · · · DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:· And is there any --

·9· ·I mean, I guess is there a thought that we would be

10· ·able to receive funds from the State if we make

11· ·them aware of this loss, or what's the kind of

12· ·thinking behind getting this on the record?

13· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· I have not heard of

14· ·any support that is pending, and I would be very

15· ·surprised if the State, you know, offered any

16· ·replacement funds.

17· · · · · · DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:· Okay.· Well, this is

18· ·Director Kovacevich again.· I haven't given my

19· ·comment, but just have been listening to everybody,

20· ·and it's been good to hear everyone's perspective

21· ·on this.

22· · · · · · I agree with putting the specifics around,

23· ·you know, people's feelings around the gun show to

24· ·the side.· I don't think it's relevant to what

25· ·we're discussing here.
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·1· · · · · · I think the events have transpired.· We

·2· ·are in this situation.· We're debating whether or

·3· ·not to send this letter to the governor, and my

·4· ·opinion is I don't see the merit there, the fruit

·5· ·that this letter would yield.

·6· · · · · · And I think also I'm a believer in kind of

·7· ·picking your battles, and I want to make sure that,

·8· ·you know, if there's something where we do really

·9· ·need the governor to support us, that we use, you

10· ·know, our voice at that time to hopefully get an

11· ·outcome that's needed; right?

12· · · · · · And I think in this scenario --

13· ·fortunately, we're in a good financial position

14· ·that even with this loss -- and as a business

15· ·owner, I hate to see a financial loss also,

16· ·specifically targeted solely at our fair versus the

17· ·rest of the fair.· It doesn't seem fair, pun

18· ·intended.

19· · · · · · But that said, I don't see this letter

20· ·resulting in recouping funds.

21· · · · · · I also think that there may come a time

22· ·where we are in need, and I think that would be a

23· ·better time to submit a plea to the governor.

24· · · · · · So in light of the fact that I don't see

25· ·much fruit bearing out of sending this letter and
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·1· ·potentially the opposite occurring, where, you

·2· ·know, the governor has demonstrated his support for

·3· ·signing these types of bills, you know, I wouldn't

·4· ·want to look like we're, you know, putting this out

·5· ·there.

·6· · · · · · I think the letter's written really well,

·7· ·and I don't think it would come across that way,

·8· ·but just to avoid that, I'm going to take the

·9· ·position of voting against sending the letter at

10· ·this time.

11· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· I believe we've

12· ·heard from all the directors.· Let me provide my

13· ·comments before we move on.

14· · · · · · Between being a government employee and

15· ·being a government volunteer, as I am now, I've

16· ·been doing this for 57 years, and I've spent many

17· ·hours evaluating the process of how the legislative

18· ·process works at the state level.· The bottom line

19· ·is:· It is what it is.· There is now a matter on

20· ·the desk of Governor Newsom.· He will either sign

21· ·it or it will automatically go into law on the 10th

22· ·of October or he will veto it.

23· · · · · · I agree with our new director.· I believe

24· ·both the dialogue we've had today as a board and

25· ·the dialogue we had on the 13th -- I'm sure the
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·1· ·governor is very aware of the economic issues that

·2· ·the 32nd DAA will be facing.

·3· · · · · · I do have the same concern that

·4· ·Director Ruiz mentioned, that -- only applying to

·5· ·the 32nd DAA, but that's the way the process works.

·6· ·That's -- the legislature has spoken.· Now we just

·7· ·wait for the governor.

·8· · · · · · I agree with Director Kovacevich.· I'm a

·9· ·firm believer in choosing one's battles in terms of

10· ·what is important.

11· · · · · · I compliment the staff.· Michele, I think,

12· ·did a fantastic job of incorporating into the draft

13· ·what the board's discussion was on the 13th.

14· · · · · · All of that being said, I would like to

15· ·entertain a motion that we table this matter.

16· · · · · · Is there a --

17· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· Mr. La Belle, is there

18· ·a reason to table this?· Or just let it pass?· We

19· ·either need a motion that says we're going to send

20· ·the letter, or I don't think we need a motion at

21· ·all.· I don't think we need to table it.

22· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· The option is take

23· ·no action at all.

24· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· Yes.

25· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· But tabling it,
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·1· ·that's basically no action.· So -- but it's up

·2· ·to -- if there's a motion to --

·3· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· This is Director

·4· ·Rubalcava.· I hope you can hear me at this time.

·5· · · · · · But I would like to make a motion to send

·6· ·the letter to the governor.· And I would also like

·7· ·to make one comment.

·8· · · · · · This letter is not going to create

·9· ·comprehensive change.· We're simply getting it on

10· ·the record.· I'm not really sure what the issue is

11· ·with our other board members who just don't want to

12· ·get it on the record, regardless of whether or not

13· ·the governor is aware of this.· This is part of the

14· ·process.

15· · · · · · So I would like to make a motion to go

16· ·ahead and vote to send the letter.

17· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.· There is a

18· ·motion from Chair Garcia to send the letter.

19· · · · · · Is there a second?

20· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· This is

21· ·Sandra Cervantes.· I second.

22· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.· We have a

23· ·motion and a second on the floor to send the

24· ·letter.

25· · · · · · Is there any further discussion on the
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·1· ·part of the board?

·2· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· I call for the

·3· ·previous question.· I think we have had plenty of

·4· ·discussion.

·5· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.· The question

·6· ·has been called.· The question has been called.

·7· · · · · · Summer, can you call the roll, please?

·8· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Yes.

·9· · · · · · Chair Rubalcava-Garcia.

10· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Yes.

11· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Vice Chair La Belle.

12· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· No.

13· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Cervantes.

14· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· Yes.

15· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Ruiz.

16· · · · · · (No response.)

17· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Ruiz.

18· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· I'm sorry.· That's a "yes"

19· ·for me.

20· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you.

21· · · · · · Director Bagneris.

22· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· No.

23· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Aitken.

24· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· No.

25· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Kovacevich.
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·1· · · · · · DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:· No.

·2· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· And Director Rafiei.

·3· · · · · · DIRECTOR RAFIEI:· No.

·4· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.· The motion

·5· ·fails.

·6· · · · · · Let's move on to Item 8F.

·7· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Okay.· 8F is kind of

·8· ·on the same topic.· The bill, SB264, banning gun

·9· ·shows at the OC Fair and Events Center -- it

10· ·actually has an exemption in the bill that excludes

11· ·any rental agreements that are in place prior to

12· ·the bill's effective date of January 1st, and that

13· ·should be 2022.· My apologies for that typo.

14· · · · · · The promoter of Cross-Roads of the West

15· ·gun shows has approached us about whether or not

16· ·the board would consider preapproving its rental

17· ·agreements for 2022.· Currently, there are five

18· ·dates that are on the calendar for -- our booking

19· ·calendar for those shows.

20· · · · · · At the same time, the promoter

21· ·acknowledged prior conversations by the board

22· ·regarding those precursor firearm -- or firearm

23· ·precursor parts, or commonly known as ghost guns,

24· ·and has offered to consider eliminating those

25· ·exhibitors from its 2022 shows, if approved.
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·1· · · · · · So the matter before the board would be

·2· ·whether the board would approve the gun shows those

·3· ·dates for 2022, which would include shows in

·4· ·January, March, June, August, and November of 2022.

·5· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Michele.

·6· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· This is Director --

·7· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Go ahead, Director.

·8· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· Go ahead.

·9· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· But if you'd like to

10· ·comment at this time, go ahead.

11· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· I was just going to ask if

12· ·there was any public comments as well.· I'm sorry.

13· ·Let's go ahead and take those first.

14· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Great.· No problem.

15· ·Great.· Thank you.

16· · · · · · Any public comments, Summer?

17· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Yes, we do.· Ash Alvandi,

18· ·If you want to make public comment, I have you on

19· ·the list still, followed by Rose Ann Sharp,

20· ·Ira Sharp, Julia Demlow.· We'll take those first.

21· · · · · · MR. ALVANDI:· Thanks, Summer.· No comment

22· ·at this time, but I will go ahead and put my

23· ·contact info in the chat if anybody would like to

24· ·reach out to the senator's office.

25· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Okay.· Thank you.
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·1· · · · · · Rose Ann Sharp, are you ready?

·2· · · · · · MS. SHARP:· Yes.· I'd like to continue

·3· ·with the discussion about best business practices.

·4· · · · · · 27 years, I dealt with contracts with

·5· ·entities like the Supreme Court of the

·6· ·United States and major international litigation

·7· ·law firms.· I oppose the board's efforts to

·8· ·circumvent the intent of SB264 by preapproving

·9· ·contracts with Cross-Roads up to a year in advance.

10· · · · · · Here are my reasons:· There is no

11· ·precedence order for Cross-Roads to preauthorize

12· ·2022 contracts except to circumvent SB264.

13· · · · · · In circumventing the intent of SB264, you

14· ·are basically telling the community that your power

15· ·overrides the power of its elected officials.

16· · · · · · I am surprised that in your contract

17· ·negotiations, you do not have a similar clause.

18· ·Mr. Templeton is a convicted felon, among his

19· ·activities of selling guns to white South Africans

20· ·during the apartheid.· I believe that his, quote,

21· ·"We will consider" stance on ghost guns is the

22· ·same.

23· · · · · · He knows what ghost guns are doing to

24· ·thwart California's gun laws, and he thinks he has

25· ·the power to consider whether or not to sell them.
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·1· · · · · · I am appalled that you would consider a

·2· ·contract that would not restrict those sales.· It

·3· ·is your job to protect the community, and there is

·4· ·no doubt that those guns put our recent citizens at

·5· ·greater risk.

·6· · · · · · In your relationship with Mr. Templeton,

·7· ·you are the customer, and somehow he thinks

·8· ·otherwise.

·9· · · · · · Governor Newsom has stated that if

10· ·California continues to permit the sale of firearms

11· ·and ammunition on state-owned property, we are

12· ·sending a signal that we value the sale of firearms

13· ·above the lives of Americans.

14· · · · · · There is no need for you to protect

15· ·Mr. Templeton's business over the lives of our

16· ·communities.· For too long, the NRA and

17· ·Mr. Templeton has said, "We are legal."

18· · · · · · What are -- what they really are are

19· ·mercenaries sending guns into our communities just

20· ·like they did in South Africa.

21· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you.

22· · · · · · Ira Sharp, when you're ready.

23· · · · · · MR. SHARP:· I have no comment at this

24· ·time.

25· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Thank you.
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·1· · · · · · Julia Demlow, when you're ready.

·2· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Julia, are you still

·3· ·there?

·4· · · · · · MS. DEMLOW:· Yeah.· I think I unmuted.

·5· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Okay.· Go ahead.

·6· · · · · · MS. DEMLOW:· Okay.· You can hear me?

·7· ·Perfect.

·8· · · · · · I would like to reiterate Rose Ann Sharp's

·9· ·comments.· She has outlined pretty much what I was

10· ·going to say.

11· · · · · · The only addition to her is to share with

12· ·you the fact that there has never been a precedent

13· ·before.· The board has never preapproved a year in

14· ·advance on any type of contracts like this and

15· ·never in regards to the gun show.

16· · · · · · I haven't even seen the board yet approve

17· ·the November 2021 gun show contract, currently on

18· ·the Cross-Roads calendar, for over Thanksgiving,

19· ·which would have been a perfectly viable gun show

20· ·even prior to the SB264 law.

21· · · · · · So I am asking the board not to consider

22· ·this offer by Bob Templeton.· I have concerns in

23· ·regards of setting precedent of preapproving

24· ·contracts for years in advance.

25· · · · · · And also, I have concerns with the
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·1· ·good-faith effort that Bob Templeton has written to

·2· ·the board offering just to consider eliminating the

·3· ·vendor's precursor parts, when, as -- when, as we

·4· ·know, the majority of sales that are done at gun

·5· ·shows are in ghost guns, and this would be a

·6· ·definite reduction in his revenue if he actually

·7· ·eliminated those exhibitors.

·8· · · · · · So I find it highly improbable that he

·9· ·would move forward with that.· And, therefore, I do

10· ·not support the board in preapproving 2022 gun

11· ·shows on their property.

12· · · · · · Thank you.

13· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you.

14· · · · · · I'll call the next group of speakers:

15· ·Susan Lew followed by Peter Stein, Mary Blek and/or

16· ·Charles Blek, and Gibran Stout.

17· · · · · · Susan, when you're ready.

18· · · · · · MS. LEW:· Thank you.· Can you hear me?

19· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Yes.· Go ahead.

20· · · · · · MS. LEW:· Yes.· Thank you so much.

21· · · · · · I am an OC resident, a parent, and a

22· ·public health professional.· I think that there are

23· ·already too many guns in circulation in our country

24· ·as a whole.

25· · · · · · It is both common sense and
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·1· ·well-established in crime research and gun violence

·2· ·research that more guns in circulation means more

·3· ·crimes and more gun deaths, such as suicide and

·4· ·accidents.

·5· · · · · · We elected Senator Min specifically for

·6· ·this reason.· I will be very proud to see my county

·7· ·be a model in reducing guns in circulation by

·8· ·banning gun shows on our publicly funded

·9· ·fairgrounds for public health and safety reasons.

10· · · · · · The voters elected Senator Min.· Please do

11· ·not approve any gun shows for 2022.· Doing so would

12· ·go against the spirit of SB264 and against the will

13· ·of the voters and the families and the communities

14· ·that you serve.

15· · · · · · Thank you.

16· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you.

17· · · · · · Peter Stein, when you're ready.

18· · · · · · MR. STEIN:· Hi.· Hello?

19· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Yeah.· Go ahead.

20· · · · · · MR. STEIN:· I just want to say -- I mean,

21· ·Julia and Rose Ann have said more or less what I

22· ·wanted to say better than I could say it, but I

23· ·just want to go on record and say that this would

24· ·be clearly and intentionally, given that there's no

25· ·precedent, circumventing the bill that was passed.
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·1· ·There's no question that that's the goal of this

·2· ·and that there's no other reason to preapprove

·3· ·these.

·4· · · · · · And Senator Min was elected, in large

·5· ·part, on this and other promises.· The community

·6· ·supports it, and you would be doing this despite

·7· ·the support of the community for this ban.

·8· · · · · · And I would also emphasize that I'm

·9· ·skeptical of the consideration to eliminate the

10· ·sale of ghost guns.· And if you do want to go ahead

11· ·and -- if you do go ahead and allow this, or if you

12· ·do go ahead and approve these contracts against

13· ·the -- not just the spirit, but in circumvention of

14· ·the law, that you at least do so with the

15· ·elimination of sale of ghost guns actually in the

16· ·contract rather than just having a vague

17· ·consideration.

18· · · · · · Thank you.

19· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you, Peter.

20· · · · · · Mary Blek, when you're ready.

21· · · · · · MS. BLEK:· Good morning.· Can you hear me?

22· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Yes.· Go ahead.

23· · · · · · MS. BLEK:· Okay.· My name is Mary Lee

24· ·Blek.· I have become involved in the gun violence

25· ·prevention movement since 1995 following the death
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·1· ·of our son, Matthew, who was shot in the summer of

·2· ·1994.

·3· · · · · · Many of my comments have been spoken that

·4· ·I had in my prepared cheat sheet here, but I do

·5· ·want to reiterate again the strong support in our

·6· ·community not to have a gun show.

·7· · · · · · As noted in Senator Min's letter to this

·8· ·board, there is clear linkage between firearm sales

·9· ·and gun violence, and certainly Orange County is

10· ·not immune.

11· · · · · · As a state taxpayer, I do not want the

12· ·promotion and facilitation of sales of firearms,

13· ·ammunition, and ghost gun kits at our Orange County

14· ·Fairground.

15· · · · · · Does it not seem incongruent to everyone

16· ·that we facilitate selling these items during an

17· ·epidemic of gun violence and then turn around and

18· ·pay more taxes for all the resulting carnage that

19· ·runs into billions in California?

20· · · · · · However, as much as this is costing me

21· ·financially as a taxpayer, it pales in comparison

22· ·to the personal loss and grief in the murder of our

23· ·beloved son, who was shot with a handgun held in

24· ·the hands of a young person who was able to get a

25· ·gun through illegal channels.



84

·1· · · · · · And may I remind everyone that guns don't

·2· ·fall from the sky.· They begin with a legal

·3· ·purchase and then go into the illegal market.

·4· · · · · · Unfortunately, I am not alone in this

·5· ·grief.· And more importantly, it is preventable.

·6· ·One can purchase a gun at a federally licensed gun

·7· ·dealer shop.· It is a very important decision to

·8· ·purchase a gun.· One could say it's a grave

·9· ·decision.

10· · · · · · Research has shown that a gun in the home

11· ·carries significant risks of suicide, homicide, and

12· ·unintentional injuries.

13· · · · · · Our fairgrounds should be -- and I use the

14· ·word "family-friendly," not where children can get

15· ·a free watch, a free entrance to watch dad buy a

16· ·gun in a carnival-like atmosphere.· Think depressed

17· ·teen or a curious ten-year-old.

18· · · · · · Thank you for allowing me to speak.

19· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you, Mary.

20· · · · · · Charles Blek, if you wanted to speak.

21· · · · · · MR. BLEK:· Just a sentence, please.

22· ·Having enjoyed 53 years of marriage to a fantastic

23· ·lady, I absolutely support Mary Lee's comments in

24· ·all regards.

25· · · · · · Thank you.
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·1· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you.

·2· · · · · · Gibran Stout, when you're ready.

·3· · · · · · (No response.)

·4· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Gibran, are you there?

·5· · · · · · MS. STOUT:· Yeah.· I'm here.· Can you hear

·6· ·me?

·7· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Yeah.· Go ahead, Gibran.

·8· · · · · · MS. STOUT:· Okay.· Sorry.· All right.

·9· · · · · · While I may not agree with other

10· ·viewpoints, I am grateful for the First Amendment,

11· ·which gives everyone the right to express their

12· ·opinion on any and every item.

13· · · · · · I know that currently it is a fact that

14· ·the Second Amendment protects the right to bear

15· ·arms.· Whether or not you like it or agree with it,

16· ·I think that the effort should be changing that.

17· · · · · · And while I may not agree with every bill

18· ·or law, I do respect majority rules, and I think

19· ·that as long as a business and their activities are

20· ·in accordance with state and local laws on gun

21· ·control, which I do support, it is wrong for

22· ·Sacramento to tell the board which contracts they

23· ·can and cannot do business with.

24· · · · · · So if the voters choose to ban gun sales

25· ·at all fairgrounds, so be it.
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·1· · · · · · I wanted to point out, too, and let the

·2· ·new director know that the reason we don't have

·3· ·cannabis on site is because local ordinances and

·4· ·businesses prohibit it.· So that is one of the

·5· ·challenges.

·6· · · · · · But currently the Cross-Roads event is

·7· ·legal under state and federal law.· In the current

·8· ·economy, it is certainly not good business to turn

·9· ·away any legal business.

10· · · · · · And the operator has offered to amend the

11· ·contract to eliminate any ghost gun sales.· So I

12· ·think that speaks volumes.

13· · · · · · An earlier speaker mentioned a woman

14· ·breast-feeding in the middle of the gun show.· And

15· ·that seems to me to be the very definition of a

16· ·safe, family-friendly event.

17· · · · · · Additionally, as a daily user of the

18· ·property of the equestrian center, I am here for

19· ·the many, many, many events of the OCFEC.· I will

20· ·say that many events foster loud and unruly

21· ·behavior, which is often seen during car rallies

22· ·and concerts, as well as the fair itself.

23· · · · · · However, I can honestly say that none of

24· ·this behavior has ever been observed during the

25· ·Cross-Roads event, and I usually don't even know
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·1· ·it's happening.

·2· · · · · · You have been chosen not to support spirit

·3· ·of laws, but actual laws.· I urge you not to throw

·4· ·away nearly a million dollars of income and to buy

·5· ·yourselves some time and opportunity to replace

·6· ·that income for coming years.

·7· · · · · · I urge you, please, approve the contract.

·8· ·It's one more year.· It buys you some time to

·9· ·replace that income.· That's a lot of money.

10· · · · · · And I think by approving the Cross-Roads

11· ·contract, you send a message that local business

12· ·and economy recovery are the priority.· And I just

13· ·urge you to do that.

14· · · · · · Thank you so much.

15· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you.

16· · · · · · For the last three speakers, Piper Benom,

17· ·followed by William Ortiz, and then Tiffany

18· ·Cheuvront, C-H-E-U-V-R-O-N-T.

19· · · · · · Piper, when you're ready.

20· · · · · · MS. BENOM:· Hi.· Okay.· Thank you.

21· · · · · · I just want to say that preapproving

22· ·contracts with Cross-Roads of the West would be a

23· ·bold political statement.· It's in direct contrast

24· ·to the community that you serve.

25· · · · · · Gun shows are more than a source of
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·1· ·revenue.· Look at the impact guns have on our

·2· ·society.· This board cannot in good conscience

·3· ·allow gun shows -- any more gun shows at the

·4· ·fairground.

·5· · · · · · The failed recall of our governor should

·6· ·be a reminder to this board what our community

·7· ·wants and what we value.

·8· · · · · · It's really simple:· More guns means more

·9· ·gun violence.· We don't need any more guns in

10· ·Orange County.· I just urge you to do the right

11· ·thing for our community and -- as a reflection of

12· ·what we have voted for.

13· · · · · · Thank you.

14· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you.

15· · · · · · William Ortiz, when you're ready.

16· · · · · · MR. ORTIZ:· Thank you for the opportunity

17· ·again.

18· · · · · · I understand this motion is to approve a

19· ·schedule.· However, it seems like the conversation

20· ·has turned over to the banning gun shows again and

21· ·just on the premise that they're a danger to the

22· ·community, and nothing can be -- could be more

23· ·disingenuous and farther from the truth.

24· · · · · · I personally attended gun shows in the

25· ·community.· I can attest they're just as safe as
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·1· ·any other public event, and it just seems that

·2· ·the -- to just not approve it would be -- would

·3· ·mean to be against a community of gun owners and

·4· ·legal gun owners and the legal activities that are

·5· ·protected by the U.S. constitution.

·6· · · · · · The purchase of a gun is a personal

·7· ·choice, but it is protected for all citizens.

·8· ·Purchasing or fabricating a firearm for personal

·9· ·use is a legal activity that goes back to the

10· ·founding years of this country.

11· · · · · · The sales of firearms and firearm parts

12· ·and ammunition is highly regulated in California,

13· ·and these laws apply no matter where the

14· ·transaction takes place in this state.

15· · · · · · We already have laws that deal with ghost

16· ·guns, so-called ghost guns, that a certain number

17· ·must be provided and must be registered just like

18· ·any other guns.

19· · · · · · Besides, they require a special tool and

20· ·knowledge to make them.· So these numbers are

21· ·really minimum.

22· · · · · · But besides the point, the voting will

23· ·mean that the gun show will not be in our

24· ·community, which is a direct attack to law-abiding

25· ·citizens and businesses.
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·1· · · · · · So I do support that gun shows be --

·2· ·continue to be allowed in the OC Fair.

·3· · · · · · Thank you for the opportunity.

·4· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Okay.· Thank you.

·5· · · · · · Tiffany Cheuvront, when you're ready.

·6· · · · · · MS. CHEUVRONT:· Good morning.

·7· · · · · · My name is Tiffany Cheuvront.· I'm with

·8· ·Cross-Roads of the West and also with California

·9· ·Rifle and Pistol Association, as their

10· ·representatives.

11· · · · · · I'm a bit concerned this morning that the

12· ·people -- many of the people that I see on the call

13· ·are not even from Orange County.· They are actually

14· ·from San Diego.· They are trying to -- attempting

15· ·to persuade Orange County to take some of the steps

16· ·that were very detrimental in Del Mar.

17· · · · · · And in Del Mar, they used their persuasion

18· ·to get that board to ban gun shows there, and it

19· ·was not good for the fairgrounds.· They actually

20· ·lost in federal court, and that -- the fairgrounds

21· ·had to pay the fees, not the State.

22· · · · · · So when you talk about whether or not you

23· ·want to continue these shows, I think it's more

24· ·than just the $1 million in economic costs that you

25· ·have at stake here.· There are legal costs that



91

·1· ·could potentially come to this board, and there is

·2· ·very good precedent for that in federal court.

·3· · · · · · My other concern is from the comments of

·4· ·Ms. Sharp.· She knows full well that the promoters

·5· ·of this show are approved by the DOJ, had

·6· ·everything in order, and had all the requirements

·7· ·that are necessary for promoting a lawful gun show

·8· ·in California.

·9· · · · · · She knows this, yet she keeps bringing it

10· ·up in hopes that you'll put -- it will put some

11· ·doubt into your minds about the person that you've

12· ·been working with for 20 years.

13· · · · · · It keeps coming up about safety at these

14· ·gun shows.· I have to say that all of these

15· ·statistics that are thrown around -- you know, for

16· ·general people who don't understand what's going

17· ·on, they are concerning, but not one of those

18· ·statistics has anything to do with this gun show.

19· · · · · · Someone mentioned that you can buy a gun

20· ·at a brick-and-mortar store.· That's true.· But did

21· ·you know that the restrictions on purchasing a

22· ·firearm or ammunition or prickers or parts at a gun

23· ·show are the same if not a little bit more rigid

24· ·than buying at a gun shop?· They're the same or

25· ·more.
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·1· · · · · · And there are law enforcement there.

·2· ·There are security people there.· This is not a

·3· ·location where criminals are getting their

·4· ·firearms.· Not one criminal activity in

·5· ·Orange County is linked to the Orange County gun

·6· ·show, and part of that is because this board has

·7· ·security measures in place.· The promoters have

·8· ·security measures in place.· And so does the DOJ

·9· ·and law enforcement.· To say anything else is just

10· ·completely disingenuous.

11· · · · · · I think it's interesting that we -- in the

12· ·comments that I've heard so far, we have to define

13· ·what "family-friendly" is based on certain

14· ·considerations by particular people.

15· · · · · · There are many --

16· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· That is time.

17· · · · · · MS. CHEUVRONT:· There are many people in

18· ·Orange County that consider this family-friendly,

19· ·and you should approve the contract.

20· · · · · · Thank you.

21· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Okay.

22· · · · · · We have one more speaker, Niccolas.· When

23· ·you're ready.

24· · · · · · NICCOLAS:· Hi.· Can you hear me?

25· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Yes.· Go ahead.
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·1· · · · · · NICCOLAS:· All right.· Thank you.

·2· · · · · · I'd just like to thank the board once more

·3· ·for allowing me to speak, and thank you for your

·4· ·time.

·5· · · · · · Just briefly, I do want to voice my

·6· ·support for the approval, considering that, you

·7· ·know, we are -- you are going to be out a million

·8· ·dollars if and when this passes; and to be able to

·9· ·tide you over to the next budget year, I think, is

10· ·fiscally responsible for the board, to consider

11· ·that, you know, you have some source of revenue to

12· ·replace.

13· · · · · · We are one of the profitable ones in the

14· ·state.· Why not keep it that way?· Why chalk up a

15· ·loss?· I mean, in any sense, I think it's good

16· ·business, on the terms of a business owner, and I

17· ·think that -- I still would love to be able to take

18· ·my family to an event.· And I understand all and

19· ·respect all the viewpoints given, and I appreciate

20· ·your time, and I would just like to say that vote

21· ·an approval of the contracts.

22· · · · · · Thank you very much.

23· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· And apologies.· We have a

24· ·couple more people that would like to speak.

25· · · · · · Jeanine Robbins, followed by Pat, if --
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·1· ·Pat, if you would like to speak, you would be after

·2· ·Jeanine Robbins.

·3· · · · · · Jeanine, when you're ready.

·4· · · · · · MS. ROBBINS:· Good morning.· My name is

·5· ·Jeanine Robbins, and as an owner of a business that

·6· ·has operated on the fairgrounds for 42 years now,

·7· ·as a small business owner, I certainly understand

·8· ·what it is to have the rug pulled out from under

·9· ·you.

10· · · · · · Now, you have the gun show, and whether

11· ·you're pro guns or anti guns, it is composed of

12· ·small businesses who are doing their best to come

13· ·back after a year that nobody in their wildest

14· ·imagination could have dreamt would have happened.

15· ·So -- and to make up that money is not as easy as

16· ·some of the board members think.

17· · · · · · Just for the newest board member, who I --

18· ·we don't know yet, you mentioned the event, I

19· ·believe, in Santa Rosa, the cannabis event.· This

20· ·Fair board has voted against any kind of cannabis

21· ·events.

22· · · · · · And as an owner of Paradise Cigars, we

23· ·have sold glassware on the property for a dozen

24· ·years, at both the swap meet and the fair; and in

25· ·June of this year, they decided that we were no
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·1· ·longer allowed to sell that, so I have a living

·2· ·room full of glassware, so I do understand what

·3· ·it's like to have something happen unexpectedly.

·4· · · · · · I think that the contracts for next year

·5· ·should be approved.· I think that the business

·6· ·owners need that time to reevaluate their

·7· ·businesses.· And I think that the fairgrounds does

·8· ·need the money.

·9· · · · · · So that -- I mean, if things change on the

10· ·cannabis, that would be great, but I don't

11· ·anticipate that happening when they won't even

12· ·allow the sale of a pipe on the property.

13· · · · · · So I sincerely doubt that we will make it

14· ·up in cannabis sales.

15· · · · · · So -- all right.· Thank you.

16· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· All right.· Thank you,

17· ·Jeanine.

18· · · · · · Pat, did you want to speak?· You have your

19· ·hand raised.

20· · · · · · MR. BURTON:· Yes.· Thank you.· I just

21· ·wanted to say that this has been made largely about

22· ·the economics, and I just want to take it back to

23· ·the issue that it's really about.

24· · · · · · Certainly you guys have an economic

25· ·responsibility.· Absolutely.· But taking it back to
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·1· ·the issue that's really at heart, and that's the

·2· ·rights of law-abiding people.

·3· · · · · · And so I would just urge you to do the

·4· ·right thing and preapprove these contracts,

·5· ·protecting the rights of law-abiding people.

·6· · · · · · Also, secondarily, I would just like to

·7· ·thank you for the opportunity to speak and to say

·8· ·that -- take advantage of this opportunity that

·9· ·this bill gives you to preapprove these contracts

10· ·so that when this clearly unconstitutional law is

11· ·challenged, during that time, law-abiding people

12· ·still have the right to exercise their rights at

13· ·these family-friendly, as has been established,

14· ·safe events of gun shows while this law can be

15· ·challenged, by them giving you the opportunity to

16· ·preapprove.

17· · · · · · So once again, I would just take it back

18· ·to the issue at heart, and that's protecting the

19· ·rights of law-abiding people, please.

20· · · · · · So I would urge you to take advantage of

21· ·this opportunity they've given you and preapprove

22· ·these contracts while the legality of this law can

23· ·be dealt with, if it is signed by the governor.

24· · · · · · So thank you, once again, for the

25· ·opportunity to address you, and have a great day.
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·1· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Okay.· Thank you.

·2· · · · · · That's all I have for public comment,

·3· ·unless there's any other members on the line that

·4· ·would like to speak.

·5· · · · · · State your name now, please.

·6· · · · · · (No response.)

·7· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Hearing none, Vice Chair

·8· ·La Belle, I turn it back over to you.

·9· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Summer.

10· · · · · · Let's open it up to the board for

11· ·comments.

12· · · · · · Board comments at this point in time or

13· ·questions?

14· · · · · · Go ahead.· I'm sorry.· Yes.· Go ahead.

15· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· Okay.· Thank you.· Thank

16· ·you, Vice-Chair.

17· · · · · · You know, there was a lot of important and

18· ·good points brought up by a lot of speakers here.

19· ·I think this has been turned into a -- you know, by

20· ·the way some of the speakers -- by their comments,

21· ·into whether this board supports the governor,

22· ·whether this board supports guns.· It's not any of

23· ·that.

24· · · · · · I think just about all of us support the

25· ·governor.· I support the governor.· My organization
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·1· ·that I belong to strongly supports the governor.

·2· ·As a matter of fact, we were one of his first

·3· ·sponsors when he first ran for office.· So it's not

·4· ·about any of that here.· This is about the

·5· ·financial impact to this 32nd DAA.

·6· · · · · · You know, we can get caught up on some of

·7· ·these comments people are saying that we're having

·8· ·guns in a carnival-like atmosphere, and that's not

·9· ·true here.

10· · · · · · The way some these comments sound is that

11· ·we're having a medieval gun show here, which

12· ·couldn't be further from the truth.· This was

13· ·approved by the Department of Justice.

14· · · · · · As one speaker said, there are great

15· ·security measures.· You can't walk in here and buy

16· ·a gun illegally.

17· · · · · · We have just two or three gun shops within

18· ·a 5-mile radius of our grounds, and my heart -- my

19· ·heart goes out to those people who spoke that they

20· ·lost family members.· I have lost family members,

21· ·uncles, nephews here in Orange County who were

22· ·victims of gun violence.· That's tragic.· I'm not

23· ·going to dispute that.

24· · · · · · But this here -- the approval of this gun

25· ·show, I think, just got lost in people thinking
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·1· ·that we're having an illegal gun show, that we're

·2· ·selling guns during fair time.· That's the way all

·3· ·this was made out to sound like.

·4· · · · · · And I just wanted to say that that's not

·5· ·true.· That's not what we're doing here.· I would

·6· ·be in favor of approving this for the sole reason

·7· ·because now I know it's going to go away, and this

·8· ·would buy us time, a year, at least, for us as a

·9· ·board to come up with another solution to replace

10· ·the money that we're going to lose.

11· · · · · · Jeanine Robbins was right -- is right.

12· ·We're not going to come up with a solution

13· ·overnight and replace this money overnight.· If

14· ·cannabis it is -- if cannabis gets approved on our

15· ·grounds sometime down the line, sure.· Let's have

16· ·it.· That's fine.

17· · · · · · And just -- I just wanted to say, you

18· ·know, again, people say:· Well, this is not a

19· ·family-friendly atmosphere.· I'm just going to tell

20· ·you one quick story.

21· · · · · · My neighbors, who are Muslim, I invited

22· ·them.· They are good friends of mine.· I come over

23· ·to their house.· They come to mine.· I invited them

24· ·to go to the fair.· They invited their in-laws.

25· · · · · · An hour into the fair, they said, "We're
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·1· ·going to leave."

·2· · · · · · I said, "Why?"

·3· · · · · · And they said, "Well, there's too much

·4· ·flesh being exposed and there's too much alcohol

·5· ·with people.· This is not family-friendly to watch,

·6· ·so we're going to leave."

·7· · · · · · So I said, "That's fine.· I respect that,

·8· ·and that's too bad you see it that way."

·9· · · · · · So again, what is -- what's

10· ·family-friendly to some may not be to others.

11· · · · · · So this is not what this is about.· This

12· ·is about, again, the financial impact to this

13· ·ground, and as a steward of this ground, that

14· ·definitely concerns me, and I would definitely be

15· ·in favor of approving this, again, to buy us time

16· ·to come up with something else as a board that will

17· ·supplement this income that we're about to lose.

18· · · · · · Thank you.

19· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Director La Belle, may I

20· ·make a comment?

21· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Yes.· Go ahead,

22· ·Director.

23· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Yeah.· I would like

24· ·to -- I really appreciate what Director Ruiz said.

25· ·We are not only, you know, family members together,
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·1· ·as a fair family.· We are friends.· And I know from

·2· ·my heart, having been through most meetings where

·3· ·we agree on the direction of the fair, that it is

·4· ·hard when we have issues like this, where we don't

·5· ·agree, because I do truly believe that we all in

·6· ·our heart are doing what we think is the best, as

·7· ·stewards of the fair.

·8· · · · · · And just to Mr. and Mrs. Blek, you know,

·9· ·my heart goes out to you, to the loss of your son.

10· ·That just -- that breaks my heart, and

11· ·congratulations on 50 years -- 53 years of

12· ·marriage.· My parents just celebrated 58, so you

13· ·are leaders not only in your community, but on that

14· ·issue as well, so congratulations.

15· · · · · · I think this argument today has turned a

16· ·little bit from kind of the issue to an economic

17· ·argument, and so I would like to, given that I'm on

18· ·the record on this issue, just kind of briefly

19· ·address that.

20· · · · · · Director La Belle and I, who have been

21· ·here since a time -- a time that history forgot,

22· ·being on the board as the longest serving board

23· ·members -- I remember bringing up the issue of

24· ·smoking during the fair time, and year one when I

25· ·brought up the issue, that I was with my small
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·1· ·children in the children's carnival and people were

·2· ·openly smoking all sorts of things in a kids'

·3· ·carnival, and that upset me, as a brand-new board

·4· ·member.

·5· · · · · · There was a lot of push-back on that, that

·6· ·that's just what the fair atmosphere is like.

·7· · · · · · The second year when I brought up this

·8· ·issue, we were able to -- I was able to get my

·9· ·fellow board members to agree that we were not

10· ·going to have smoking in the kids' carnival, one

11· ·small area of the fair.· And we got a tremendous

12· ·amount of feedback -- positive feedback on that

13· ·issue.

14· · · · · · The third year I brought it up again.· We

15· ·went to nonsmoking sections at the fair, which were

16· ·very hard, obviously, on our staff to enforce.

17· · · · · · And by the fourth year that I brought this

18· ·up, we ended up making the fairground a nonsmoking

19· ·fair.

20· · · · · · And I bring this up only to say that

21· ·change is hard.· There were economic arguments that

22· ·were brought up every single year that I fought for

23· ·this issue because it was change, and change is

24· ·difficult, and change is hard.

25· · · · · · But the amount of positivity and the
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·1· ·amount of families that wrote us letters saying

·2· ·they would now come to the fair or they were now

·3· ·excited to come back to the fair because it was

·4· ·nonsmoking and because we out -- you know, we

·5· ·banned smoking from the kids' carnival, gave us

·6· ·kind of the gravitas to keep moving forward.

·7· · · · · · So yes, economic arguments are important,

·8· ·but I think it's because you are going into the

·9· ·unknown, not because it is going to be devastating

10· ·to our fair's bottom line.

11· · · · · · So I just want to kind of bring in that

12· ·piece of history, that, yes, change is hard, but

13· ·sometimes change is the right thing to do.

14· · · · · · Thank you very much for your time.

15· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Director

16· ·Aitken.

17· · · · · · Are there further comments from board

18· ·members?

19· · · · · · DIRECTOR RAFIEI:· This is Director Rafiei.

20· ·Just a few comments to make.· I want to, again,

21· ·thank everyone for their work.

22· · · · · · I have been watching the meetings, so I

23· ·kind of know where everyone's leaning on this

24· ·issue.

25· · · · · · For me, just seeing the last discussion
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·1· ·that we had, where we voted to not send an

·2· ·unnecessary letter to the governor on this issue,

·3· ·would mean that by voting to put these contracts

·4· ·in, precedence or not, is just a political move at

·5· ·this point.

·6· · · · · · If we are trying to not be political, this

·7· ·would be a hyperpolitical move to fast-forward

·8· ·these contracts for something that is clearly not

·9· ·going to be moving forward otherwise.

10· · · · · · So I'm going to not support us signing

11· ·these contracts ahead of time.

12· · · · · · As a business owner, as an entrepreneur,

13· ·as a job creator myself, I understand what small

14· ·businesses face in these uncertain times, but as a

15· ·small business owner, I never count my chickens

16· ·before they're hatched, so I'm hopeful that the

17· ·small businesses that are going to be participating

18· ·in this wouldn't be counting on this a year in

19· ·advance since there's no signed contracts.· And we

20· ·move forward from there.

21· · · · · · Thanks for the opportunity.· Thank you.

22· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Director

23· ·Rafiei.

24· · · · · · I'd like to at this point ask a question

25· ·of Josh Caplan, if I could.
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·1· · · · · · Josh, refresh my memory.· I know we've

·2· ·discussed this in the past.· At some point in time,

·3· ·ghost guns are going to be totally illegal in

·4· ·California.

·5· · · · · · Am I correct in that understanding?· But

·6· ·it's still a few years off; is that correct?

·7· · · · · · MR. CAPLAN:· Director La Belle, I'm not

·8· ·necessarily an expert on firearms law, and I would

·9· ·caution the use of the term "ghost guns."

10· · · · · · The term "ghost guns," as far as I know,

11· ·is not a legal term that is used in any pending

12· ·legislation in California.· I think it refers to

13· ·"firearm precursor parts."

14· · · · · · I think there is legislation that would

15· ·take effect in a few years, but, again, I am not

16· ·prepared today to be able to tell the board

17· ·specifically where to find that -- those bills or

18· ·make any specific bill citations.

19· · · · · · I'm sure you're looking for more helpful

20· ·information, but that's all that I can provide the

21· ·board today.· I don't want to in any way mislead

22· ·the public by providing any greater level of

23· ·specificity.

24· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Josh.

25· · · · · · With respect to that, is there any other
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·1· ·comments relative to this item?

·2· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· Yes.· This is Director

·3· ·Bagneris.· I would not like us to set a precedent

·4· ·to preapprove contracts.· And I know that this bill

·5· ·gives us that opportunity, but we don't know if the

·6· ·governor is going to sign or not sign.· We assume

·7· ·he's going to sign it.

·8· · · · · · So I don't see a need to even deal with

·9· ·this matter at that time.· If he were not to sign

10· ·it and we go back and this all falls apart, that we

11· ·could come back and approve next year's gun show

12· ·contract.· I don't think we need to preapprove

13· ·them.

14· · · · · · And I would rather see us table this item

15· ·until we know what the outcome of signing that bill

16· ·is.

17· · · · · · DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:· This is Director

18· ·Kovacevich.· I agree with Director Bagneris.  I

19· ·think we should continue to proceed in our normal

20· ·course.· And obviously if this goes -- if this law

21· ·goes into effect, we won't be approving any gun

22· ·shows.

23· · · · · · But I agree that we should continue to

24· ·proceed as we normally would and, you know, see how

25· ·this bill progresses at the governor's desk and go
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·1· ·from there.

·2· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Any further board's

·3· ·comments?

·4· · · · · · (No response.)

·5· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Is there a motion

·6· ·that any board member would wish to make?

·7· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Director La Belle, I

·8· ·would make a motion to table this until January

·9· ·2022.

10· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· And I second.

11· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.· We have a

12· ·motion on the floor to table this with a second

13· ·until January 2022.

14· · · · · · Is there any further discussion on this

15· ·item?

16· · · · · · (No response.)

17· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· With that, I would

18· ·call the question.

19· · · · · · Summer, can you call the roll, please?

20· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Yes.

21· · · · · · And just for the record, Chairman

22· ·Rubalcava-Garcia has dropped off the Zoom.

23· · · · · · So Vice Chair La Belle.

24· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· On the motion to

25· ·table?· Yes.
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·1· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Cervantes.

·2· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· Yes.

·3· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Ruiz.

·4· · · · · · (No response.)

·5· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Ruiz.

·6· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· Oh.· That's a no.· I vote

·7· ·no.

·8· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Bagneris.

·9· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· Yes, to table.

10· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Aitken.

11· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Yes.

12· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Director Kovacevich.

13· · · · · · DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:· Yes.

14· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· And Director Rafiei.

15· · · · · · DIRECTOR RAFIEI:· Yes.

16· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you.

17· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.· This

18· ·concludes this item.· We'll go back to Item 8A.

19· · · · · · Any member of the board like to take a

20· ·five-minute break or should we continue to proceed?

21· ·What's the pleasure of the board?

22· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Five-minute break is

23· ·great, yes.

24· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.· Five-minute

25· ·break, and then we'll reconvene at 11:20, give or
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·1· ·take a couple minutes.· And we'll begin with

·2· ·Item 8A at that point in time.

·3· · · · · · Okay.· We're in recess now.

·4· · · · · · (Recess.)

·5· · · · · · (Roll was taken again after the break.)

·6· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.· We're ready

·7· ·to go.

·8· · · · · · Item 8A -- Michele, will you present the

·9· ·staff report on this, please?

10· · · · · · MS. RICHARDS:· I will.· Absolutely.

11· · · · · · This is an information item only.· As the

12· ·board knows, I've been keeping you all informed of

13· ·an initiative out of Sacramento to potentially form

14· ·a joint powers authority.· It is in draft form at

15· ·this point, but I wanted to give a little bit more

16· ·background and share some additional information

17· ·that I've learned in attending meetings.

18· · · · · · As you know, the OC Fair has a board seat

19· ·on the California Fairs Alliance, which is made up

20· ·of CEOs from throughout the -- fairgrounds

21· ·throughout the state.

22· · · · · · This effort is in response to an item that

23· ·was in -- from the governor that was in the current

24· ·budget that talked about taking the next year "to

25· ·transition the State's relationship with fairs" --
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·1· ·and I'm putting that in quotes because that was

·2· ·taken from the budget.

·3· · · · · · So at the request of the governor's

·4· ·office, and with further direction from California

·5· ·Ag Secretary Karen Ross, a framework is being

·6· ·developed for a joint exercise of powers agreement

·7· ·to establish a California authority for fairgrounds

·8· ·and expositions.

·9· · · · · · There is a draft proposal that goes into

10· ·way more detail, but we've been told that that

11· ·proposal is currently under review with the

12· ·attorneys of the California Department of Food and

13· ·Ag, and it has not yet been approved for release.

14· ·So certainly as soon as it is, I will share that

15· ·with the board.

16· · · · · · But here are some things that have been

17· ·shared in recent meetings, is that the joint powers

18· ·authority would be governed by a board located in

19· ·Sacramento.· It would be comprised of 13 board

20· ·members, one from each of the seven geographic

21· ·areas that represent the current DAAs, one

22· ·representing small fairs, one representing medium

23· ·fairs, and one representing large fairs, another

24· ·board member that would be appointed by Secretary

25· ·Ross or the California Department of Food and Ag
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·1· ·secretary, one board member appointed by the

·2· ·director of the California Department of Finance,

·3· ·and one member from the rural county

·4· ·representatives of California, the RCRC.

·5· · · · · · So it would be, you know, board members

·6· ·from those various public agencies.

·7· · · · · · The primary purpose of the authority, just

·8· ·like all joint powers authorities, would be to

·9· ·develop and provide service programs and kind of

10· ·central administration that would represent the

11· ·common interests of the member fairs.

12· · · · · · Such services might include, for example,

13· ·human resources, purchasing, procurement,

14· ·contracting and legal services.

15· · · · · · It should be noted that the California

16· ·Food and Ag code currently provides that DAAs can

17· ·enter into joint powers agreements with the

18· ·approval of the California Department of Food and

19· ·Ag, and CDFA has been heavily involved in this

20· ·process and does approve the participation of DAAs

21· ·in that joint powers agreement.

22· · · · · · While the JPA board would oversee the

23· ·property and the operation of the annual fairs,

24· ·each member fair could form a local nonprofit

25· ·organization that would maintain the fairgrounds
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·1· ·and manage its current programs, including the

·2· ·annual fair.

·3· · · · · · Current DAA board directors could serve on

·4· ·those local nonprofit boards.

·5· · · · · · And as it stands right now, DAA employees

·6· ·could either choose to maintain their status as

·7· ·California state civil service employees or

·8· ·potentially become employees of the local

·9· ·nonprofit.

10· · · · · · So in reading this, I know it generates

11· ·more questions than answers at this point, and,

12· ·unfortunately, I don't -- I don't have answers to

13· ·those questions.

14· · · · · · But in an effort to keep the board and the

15· ·public apprised of these efforts, I wanted to bring

16· ·that forward today and certainly remain committed

17· ·to providing the board any additional information

18· ·and happy to, you know, stay on top of that draft

19· ·proposal and provide that to the board when it's

20· ·released -- or approved for release.

21· · · · · · So I'm happy to take any questions that

22· ·anyone might have about this from the board.

23· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Michele.

24· · · · · · Are there any public comments, Summer?

25· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· We have one, Reggie
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·1· ·Mundekis.

·2· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Why don't we go

·3· ·ahead and take the public comment, and then we'll

·4· ·go back to the board.

·5· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Okay.· Reggie, when

·6· ·you're ready.

·7· · · · · · MS. MUNDEKIS:· Hi.· I'm R-E-G-G-I-E,

·8· ·M-U-N-D-E-K-I-S.· Thank you for the opportunity to

·9· ·address you today.· Thank you to CEO Richards for

10· ·keeping us updated on this issue.· Thank you.

11· · · · · · And in an effort to not make a long

12· ·meeting any longer, I'm just going to hit some high

13· ·points in my comments.· You've already received a

14· ·long discussion of comments.

15· · · · · · One comment -- one question that came up

16· ·today regarding the CAFE proposal is:· Does CAFE

17· ·replace the current fairs and expositions branch in

18· ·the California Department of Food and Agriculture?

19· · · · · · My second question deals with transition

20· ·of fair management and operations to nonprofits.

21· ·The annual fair is typically the largest single

22· ·source of revenue at a fairground, which is a DAA

23· ·for our discussions.

24· · · · · · And if you're transitioning the largest

25· ·single source of revenue, you also need to
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·1· ·transition the current and future pension

·2· ·obligations and retiree health care costs to that

·3· ·nonprofit because if the nonprofit's getting the

·4· ·money, they need to take the costs that generate

·5· ·that money with them.

·6· · · · · · If you don't do that, you are privatizing

·7· ·the profits and socializing the costs.

·8· · · · · · Thank you.

·9· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you.

10· · · · · · That's all for public comment, unless

11· ·there are any other speakers.· If there are, please

12· ·state your name now, and we'll take your comment.

13· · · · · · (No response.)

14· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Hearing none --

15· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Summer.

16· · · · · · Are there any comments that the directors

17· ·would have at this time?

18· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· I just want to make one

19· ·point of clarification for CEO Richards.· On the

20· ·calls that you and I have been on, is this still

21· ·something that would be -- this would not be

22· ·mandatory?· This would be something that we would

23· ·have to apply for?

24· · · · · · Is that your understanding of where this

25· ·is going?
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·1· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Yes.· At this point,

·2· ·it remains completely voluntary.· I don't know if

·3· ·that would ever change in the future, if the state,

·4· ·you know, and the governor's budget did -- didn't

·5· ·talk about transitioning the state's relationship

·6· ·with fairs, but the proposal reportedly makes that

·7· ·decision about DAAs' involvement entirely up to

·8· ·local boards.

·9· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Michele.

10· · · · · · For the -- for the benefit of my fellow

11· ·board members, Ashleigh and I were here back when,

12· ·when we went through the whole private decision

13· ·issue, for lack of a better term, and that was an

14· ·effort that the board clearly took final action to

15· ·say we are not in, in support of anything that

16· ·would alter the way that we operate as a DDA

17· ·[verbatim].

18· · · · · · And I would just add that certainly if

19· ·there evolves anything out of this process that

20· ·helps streamline our ability to do our job as a

21· ·caretaker of the OC Fair and Events Center, I would

22· ·be fully supportive of that.

23· · · · · · I would not be supportive of anything that

24· ·just adds another layer to the bureaucracy, if you

25· ·will.· I think most of my fellow board members have



116

·1· ·been through some challenges that we've had in

·2· ·terms of protests on RFPs, et cetera, et cetera.

·3· · · · · · And, you know, while I clearly understand

·4· ·we are an entity of the State, there are already

·5· ·enough safeguards in the system that provide check

·6· ·and balances.

·7· · · · · · Michele and her staff worked extremely

·8· ·hard to, you know, maximize our revenues and

·9· ·minimize our costs.· And, again, anything that

10· ·evolves out of this that would just add another

11· ·layer to the process, I would not be in support of.

12· ·But I'll just leave it at that.

13· · · · · · Are there any further comments from the

14· ·other directors?· It's an information item, so we

15· ·don't -- no action's necessary.

16· · · · · · (No response.)

17· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.· Not hearing

18· ·any further, I would move on to Item 8B.

19· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Okay.· On behalf of

20· ·the community affairs committee, we are celebrating

21· ·Hispanic heritage month, which started on

22· ·September 15th and moves to October 15th.

23· · · · · · And the committee has worked with staff to

24· ·develop a presentation on the Hispanic community's

25· ·contributions to agriculture and the OC Fair and
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·1· ·Events Center.

·2· · · · · · So, Director Ruiz, did you want to walk

·3· ·through that presentation, or would you like staff

·4· ·to do that?

·5· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· You know what?· I was

·6· ·going to walk through it, but if the staff could do

·7· ·it, that would be great.

·8· · · · · · And the reason I say that, I just got my

·9· ·new prescription.· I have vertical heterophoria --

10· ·I can't say that word -- I'm trying to say that

11· ·word.· So the reading part on my glasses is -- the

12· ·words overlap.

13· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Oh, no.

14· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· So I would be skipping

15· ·some words.· So I have to go back and get that

16· ·corrected.

17· · · · · · So if the staff would do me the honor,

18· ·that would be great.

19· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· You bet.

20· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· But I saw the

21· ·presentation, and it's a great presentation.· It's

22· ·always -- Michele, you and the staff did an amazing

23· ·job, and I want to thank you for putting this

24· ·forward.

25· · · · · · And I want to thank the Chair,



118

·1· ·Rubalcava-Garcia, for bringing this forward as well

·2· ·to celebrate this and make the presentation before

·3· ·the board and the audience on that.

·4· · · · · · So, again, I'm proud that this is on

·5· ·there, and I wanted to do it along with Chair

·6· ·Cervantes, because I know we both got appointed at

·7· ·the same time, seven years ago, I think, and this

·8· ·presentation is a great presentation.· It gives

·9· ·recognition to great leaders within the Latino

10· ·community.

11· · · · · · And if you could do me the honor and go

12· ·through this, I would greatly appreciate it.

13· · · · · · Thank you.

14· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· I would be honored to

15· ·do that.

16· · · · · · So this month and through October 15th,

17· ·the community affairs committee would like to

18· ·highlight national Hispanic heritage month and the

19· ·many contributions of the Hispanic community to

20· ·Orange County.

21· · · · · · Hispanic heritage month is observed from

22· ·September 15th through October 15th, and it

23· ·celebrates the contributions of people whose

24· ·ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean,

25· ·Central America, and South America.
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·1· · · · · · Now, the celebration started as Hispanic

·2· ·heritage week in 1968 by then-President Lyndon

·3· ·Johnson, and it was expanded to a full month in

·4· ·1988 by then-President Ronald Reagan.

·5· · · · · · Some people may wonder why Hispanic

·6· ·heritage month is split between September and

·7· ·October.· Well, that's because several significant

·8· ·dates during that 30-day period, from mid-September

·9· ·to mid-October -- that are important to the

10· ·Hispanic community, their heritage and culture.

11· · · · · · So starting with September 15th, that is

12· ·Independence Day in Costa Rica, El Salvador,

13· ·Honduras, and Nicaragua.

14· · · · · · September 16th is Mexican Independence

15· ·Day.

16· · · · · · September 18th is when Chile celebrates

17· ·its independence.

18· · · · · · And October 12th is Día de la Raza, a

19· ·holiday celebrating the heritage and cultural

20· ·diversity of Latin America.

21· · · · · · Now, did you know the difference between

22· ·the term "Hispanic" and "Latina," "Latino," or

23· ·"Latinx"?

24· · · · · · They are often used interchangeably, but

25· ·"Hispanic" refers to a person who is from or a
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·1· ·descendant of someone who is from a

·2· ·Spanish-speaking country.

·3· · · · · · "Latino," "Latina," or "Latinx" refers to

·4· ·a person who is from or a descendant of someone who

·5· ·is from a country in Latin America.

·6· · · · · · Nationally, Hispanic population has grown

·7· ·from 50 million in 2010 to 62 million in 2020.

·8· ·California has the highest Hispanic population of

·9· ·any state in the past ten years, and the state's

10· ·population -- Hispanic population grew by

11· ·11 percent.

12· · · · · · Hispanics comprise 36 percent of

13· ·Orange County's population, and that's 39 percent

14· ·statewide, and are expected to comprise 43 percent

15· ·by 2060.

16· · · · · · The high school graduation rate amongst OC

17· ·Hispanics is high, 87-and-a-half percent, and

18· ·that's up from 86 percent just a year ago.

19· · · · · · 42 percent of California Hispanics own

20· ·their own homes, and the median household income

21· ·for Orange County Hispanics is over $75,000.

22· · · · · · Now, while 36 percent of Hispanic business

23· ·owners said their community was hit particularly

24· ·hard in the past 18 months, 60 percent say that

25· ·during the pandemic, they have volunteered to help
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·1· ·their local community.

·2· · · · · · Hispanic heritage and culture is rich in

·3· ·Orange County, and it started centuries ago when

·4· ·families like the Yorba and Peralta families first

·5· ·settled here from Mexico.

·6· · · · · · There was a huge demand for farm labor

·7· ·during World War II, and in response, the U.S. and

·8· ·Mexico entered into an agreement to create a guest

·9· ·worker program officially called the Emergency Farm

10· ·Labor Agreement, or more commonly known as the

11· ·Bracero program.

12· · · · · · This program brought nearly 70,000 men

13· ·from Mexico to work legally in Orange County

14· ·between 1942 and 1964, and many became citizens in

15· ·Orange County in the late 1960s.

16· · · · · · Even as late as 1947, California schools

17· ·were still segregated.· Gonzalo Mendez and four

18· ·other fathers filed a federal civil rights lawsuit

19· ·in Mendez versus Westminster.

20· · · · · · That preceded the landmark 1954 U.S.

21· ·Supreme Court decision in Brown versus the Board of

22· ·Education that ended segregation in the U.S.

23· · · · · · The Hispanic community is thriving in

24· ·Orange County.· Today Hispanics hold leadership

25· ·positions in every sector of the Orange County
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·1· ·community, including business, industry, education,

·2· ·government, the arts, and nonprofit work.

·3· · · · · · Hispanic leadership in government is

·4· ·strong representing Orange County, starting with

·5· ·U.S. Senator from California, Alex Padilla, and

·6· ·U.S. Congress Members Linda Sanchez and Lou Correa,

·7· ·both representing California.

·8· · · · · · And from the California legislature,

·9· ·representing Orange County, is State Senator Bob

10· ·Archuleta and State Assemblywoman Sharon

11· ·Quirk-Silva.

12· · · · · · The Hispanic community celebrates many

13· ·accomplished leaders, including Marcelo Rios, CEO

14· ·of Human Options; Reuben Franco, CEO of OC Hispanic

15· ·Chamber; Richard Porras, VP of External Affairs for

16· ·AT&T; Gustavo Arellano, journalist for the

17· ·Los Angeles Times.

18· · · · · · There is America Brocko, CEO of the Latino

19· ·Health Access, and Al Mijares, Superintendent of

20· ·Orange County Department of Education.

21· · · · · · And then, of course, the Hispanic

22· ·community is well represented on the OC Fair and

23· ·Events Center board of directors with Chair

24· ·Natalie Rubalcava-Garcia, Director

25· ·Sandra Cervantes, and Director Robert Ruiz.
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·1· · · · · · In agriculture, Michael Flores is the

·2· ·Deputy Agriculture Secretary under Karen Ross.

·3· · · · · · Mike Lopez is the President of the

·4· ·Orange County Farm Bureau Board of Directors.

·5· · · · · · And, of course, we would be remiss in not

·6· ·honoring Cesar Chavez, founder of the United Farm

·7· ·Workers Association, who worked tirelessly to

·8· ·improve conditions for farm workers throughout

·9· ·California and the nation.

10· · · · · · So how can we celebrate Hispanic heritage

11· ·month?· Well, here are some fun ideas:· You can

12· ·support a Hispanic or Latinx-owned business.

13· · · · · · You can make a special playlist of

14· ·Hispanic artists.

15· · · · · · You can visit a museum highlighting Latinx

16· ·or Hispanic culture.

17· · · · · · You can learn about Mexican Independence

18· ·Day or read books by Hispanic and Latinx authors.

19· · · · · · You can hold your own Spanish-language

20· ·film festival.

21· · · · · · You can enjoy a classic Latin American

22· ·dinner or attend a Hispanic heritage month

23· ·celebration in your own city.

24· · · · · · So that concludes our presentation of

25· ·national Hispanic heritage month.
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·1· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· Thank you so much,

·2· ·Michele.

·3· · · · · · This is Director Sandra Cervantes, and I

·4· ·would like to make a quick comment.· I am an

·5· ·immigrant from Mexico City, and I really feel and

·6· ·believe that with my work in real estate and

·7· ·translating and negotiating for my parents' first

·8· ·home when I was nine years old allowed me to go

·9· ·ahead and just feel how important it is to be a

10· ·homeowner.

11· · · · · · And I believe Latinos are the future of

12· ·the housing industry.· According to the Urban

13· ·Institute, 70 percent of homeownership growth over

14· ·the next 20 years will come from Latinos.

15· ·Homeownership really drastically improves a

16· ·household's ability to build wealth in that pride

17· ·of ownership that I was able to share with my

18· ·parents.

19· · · · · · And thank you so much for celebrating

20· ·Hispanic homeownership month and also Hispanic

21· ·pride month as well.· Thank you.

22· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you,

23· ·Director Cervantes.

24· · · · · · Go ahead.

25· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· This is Director Ruiz, and
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·1· ·I wanted to thank the staff for a great job.· My

·2· ·dad immigrated to this country as a 17-year-old,

·3· ·and later on he became a farm worker as well.

·4· · · · · · So this covered it -- pretty much covered

·5· ·the history of that.· And I just wanted to thank,

·6· ·again, the staff for a great job, a great

·7· ·presentation, and thank you.

·8· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· This is

·9· ·Director Cervantes again, and I wanted to thank

10· ·you, Director Ruiz, and -- for building this and

11· ·putting this together with our Chair, Director

12· ·Rubalcava-Garcia, in celebrating a lot of the

13· ·wealth that we have with the different

14· ·celebrations.

15· · · · · · So national Hispanic heritage month and so

16· ·many others that we have been celebrating in a way

17· ·that empowers us and allows us to communicate with

18· ·each other and be curious to go ahead and engage

19· ·and learn from each other and have nowhere to go

20· ·but up, since we're a melting pot of just good

21· ·stuff.

22· · · · · · So thank you again for the work that you

23· ·and Nick Kovacevich did.· Thank you again.

24· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Sandra.

25· · · · · · Thank you, Robert.· It was an excellent
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·1· ·presentation and very informative.· Thank you again

·2· ·so much.

·3· · · · · · Okay.· The next item I believe we are

·4· ·ready for is Item 8C.· That is an update on the

·5· ·2021 fair.

·6· · · · · · Michele?

·7· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Absolutely.· Yes.· And

·8· ·we will keep this brief.· It was a time for fun,

·9· ·during the fair, and now is a time to celebrate.

10· ·So how did we fare?

11· · · · · · Well, let's start off with reviewing what

12· ·our goals were.· You know that the board and staff

13· ·went on a nearly year-long journey together with

14· ·many twists and turns to plan a safe and healthy

15· ·fair, and these are the important goals that we

16· ·outlined along the way.

17· · · · · · Number one, we wanted to limit our daily

18· ·ticket sales to control capacity, so we set a goal

19· ·of 75,000 -- or, sorry, 75 percent of our normal

20· ·daily attendance.· So the goal was 45,000 tickets

21· ·per day.

22· · · · · · We wanted to create an exceptional guest

23· ·experience measured by our survey results.· We

24· ·wanted to achieve a 3.5 rating or higher in our

25· ·guest survey categories, and I'll share the results
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·1· ·of that with you in a few minutes.

·2· · · · · · We wanted to minimize the impact of the

·3· ·fair in surrounding neighborhoods, and we measured

·4· ·that by neighbor feedback, and it was very, very

·5· ·positive.

·6· · · · · · We wanted to produce a 2021 OC Fair that

·7· ·was safe and healthy.· And as the board knows, we

·8· ·worked very, very closely with the Orange County

·9· ·Health Care Agency, the California Department of

10· ·Public Health, and, of course, adhering to CDC

11· ·guidelines.

12· · · · · · And we wanted to make sure that this

13· ·year's fair was profitable and either met or

14· ·exceeded our budget goals.· So I'll review the

15· ·results about all of that.

16· · · · · · What was different about this fair?

17· · · · · · Well, there were a lot of differences.

18· ·First and foremost is that our guests purchased

19· ·their tickets online in advance of the fair, and

20· ·that was a long time in coming, trying to get away

21· ·from the on-site ticket booth sales and to coax our

22· ·guests into purchasing online, and they absolutely

23· ·did that.· The pandemic certainly taught our guests

24· ·that they needed to purchase their tickets that

25· ·way.



128

·1· · · · · · We had, indeed, reduced daily capacity,

·2· ·which created more elbow room, although at times,

·3· ·we felt like all 45,000 people were on site all at

·4· ·one time because people came and stayed for hours

·5· ·and hours.· The length of stay was much greater

·6· ·this year than it had been in previous years.

·7· · · · · · We had some programming changes.· We did

·8· ·not activate the action sports arena with shows for

·9· ·two reasons:· We needed to use that for

10· ·back-of-house operations to provide more on-site

11· ·parking for our guests, but also that the typical

12· ·shows that we have had in the past in the action

13· ·sports arena were loss leaders.· They were not

14· ·profitable, and we just couldn't afford to take

15· ·those on this year.

16· · · · · · We extended our Pacific amphitheater

17· ·schedule.· Because of artists' schedules and

18· ·wanting to push a little bit later in the summer,

19· ·our Pacific amphitheater series did not get started

20· ·until we were well into fair and has continued

21· ·throughout August and September.· Our last show is

22· ·tonight in the Pacific amphitheater.

23· · · · · · And we held a virtual junior livestock

24· ·auction, and that's because working with our 4H and

25· ·FFA programs, they were already far down the line,
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·1· ·and it was just too late for them to be able to do

·2· ·an on-site show, so we did that virtually with very

·3· ·good success.

·4· · · · · · We had some layout changes, which our

·5· ·guests loved.· We moved the pig races out of the

·6· ·livestock area and put them front and center in

·7· ·Park Plaza.· People loved it.

·8· · · · · · We reprogrammed Plaza Pacifica to include

·9· ·the hypnotist, and we introduced dueling pianos,

10· ·which was very popular with our guests.

11· · · · · · And we didn't do the kids explorium tent,

12· ·but we moved the kids programming into the OC

13· ·Promenade with a wonderful exhibit on the national

14· ·parks, and families just really, really loved it.

15· · · · · · During the lead-up to the fair, as we were

16· ·making our preparations, we applied for and

17· ·received the GBAC Star Facility certification

18· ·through the global bio risk advisory council, which

19· ·deemed our enhanced cleaning and sanitation

20· ·procedures top notch, so we were very proud of that

21· ·designation.

22· · · · · · Our contactless transactions started in

23· ·the parking lot through people paying through

24· ·electronic devices right in the parking lot.· And

25· ·for those of you that came through the gate, you
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·1· ·know how wonderful our new gate security screening

·2· ·system was, absolutely touchless, and it put people

·3· ·through the gate flawlessly and quickly.

·4· · · · · · Our guests had a lot of great things to

·5· ·say about the fair.· We sent out a daily survey to

·6· ·all who purchased tickets to the OC Fair.

·7· · · · · · Remember that 3.5 goal that we set?· Well,

·8· ·we exceeded it in every category:· Overall

·9· ·enjoyment, 4.2; overall experience, 4.1; overall

10· ·value, 3.6.

11· · · · · · Over 1,200,000 video views on our social

12· ·media platforms.· Our social media platforms --

13· ·Twitter, Instagram, Facebook -- were very, very

14· ·active.· We added TikTok this year as well, and you

15· ·can see the results of that:· Almost 1.6 million

16· ·total engagements on social media, and that's a

17· ·23.2 percent increase over the last fair in 2019.

18· · · · · · Because our guests purchased their tickets

19· ·online, we were able to capture all of that

20· ·customer contact data, and our e-mail database list

21· ·grew by 73 percent.· We added 238,000 new contacts

22· ·to that list.

23· · · · · · And we're very proud that our guest

24· ·comments were overwhelmingly positive.· Complaints

25· ·were down 75 percent.· So in a normal year, we'll
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·1· ·get well over 100 written comments.· These are

·2· ·guests who are on site that stop by our guest

·3· ·services booth and write a written comment.

·4· · · · · · We had 42 this year compared to a typical,

·5· ·you know, 160, 170 comments.· So we're also very

·6· ·proud of that.

·7· · · · · · We received a posting on one of our social

·8· ·media sites that I wanted to read quickly because I

·9· ·think it really sums up what a great atmosphere the

10· ·fair -- and what a great experience it provided.

11· · · · · · This is from a guest named Jessica.· She

12· ·says:

13· · · · · · · · ·"Thank you," with many exclamation

14· · · · · · points, "to the directors and staff who

15· · · · · · put the fair together and the many

16· · · · · · workers at the fair," more exclamation

17· · · · · · points.

18· · · · · · · · ·"I'm from San Diego and make it my

19· · · · · · mission to always attend the OC Fair.

20· · · · · · This is my fifth coming, and it never

21· · · · · · disappoints.· I have brought many

22· · · · · · friends and family, and they love it as

23· · · · · · well.

24· · · · · · · · ·"Keep up the amazing work that you

25· · · · · · do, and thank you for keeping it clean
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·1· · · · · · and just being on top of it.· Can't

·2· · · · · · wait until next year.· You guys stay

·3· · · · · · safe, and God bless, from Jessica."

·4· · · · · · I just wanted to share that one example.

·5· · · · · · So let's look at the numbers.· Well, our

·6· ·attendance was 1,055,770.

·7· · · · · · Our OC Fair guest demographic very closely

·8· ·matched the greater OC Fair -- or Orange County

·9· ·demographic, and that's really important to us

10· ·because we want to make sure that the fair is

11· ·accessible to all in our community and that we're

12· ·reaching everyone.

13· · · · · · 16 out of our 23 days were sold out.· We

14· ·reached our maximum ticket sales of 45,000.

15· · · · · · Almost 10,000 competitive entries were

16· ·submitted by members of the community in lots of

17· ·categories:· Quilts and baked goods and beautiful

18· ·woodworking.· We gave out over 4,500 ribbons and

19· ·awards, and there were 74 best-of-show awards.

20· · · · · · If you look at that top photo, you'll see

21· ·Director Aitken and Chair Rubalcava-Garcia helping

22· ·us give out those 74 best-of-show awards, so that

23· ·was great fun during the fair.

24· · · · · · Over 2.5 million carnival rides --

25· ·individual rides were enjoyed by guests.
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·1· · · · · · We had 20 sold-out shows in the hangar,

·2· ·nine sold-out shows in the Pacific amphitheater.

·3· ·There were 338 community entertainment performers

·4· ·right -- from right here in Orange County who

·5· ·performed on three stages.

·6· · · · · · 155 small business merchants and

·7· ·concessionaires came together to help put on the

·8· ·fair.

·9· · · · · · And we want to highlight our recycling

10· ·efforts.· They were strong this year.· 6,300 pounds

11· ·of plastic was recycled; 600 pounds of glass;

12· ·800 pounds of aluminum; 66,000 pounds of cardboard;

13· ·and over 6,000 gallons of cooking oil were recycled

14· ·as a result of the fair.

15· · · · · · So what were the numbers?· Well, they were

16· ·very good.· Let me explain this chart real quick.

17· · · · · · If you look on the right-hand side, you'll

18· ·see the revenue and expense numbers from the 2019

19· ·fair.· The numbers in the middle column are

20· ·preliminary numbers from the 2021 OC Fair.

21· · · · · · I say "preliminary" because our Pacific

22· ·amphitheater season -- concert season went past the

23· ·fair into the end of August and September, and so

24· ·that $35.2 million number will go up as a result.

25· · · · · · But if you look at the comparison, full
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·1· ·fair with -- approaching 1.4 million people in 2019

·2· ·generated revenue of 36.5 million, but our fair

·3· ·with 45,000 people per day, with limited capacity,

·4· ·generated 35.2 million in revenue.· People came to

·5· ·the fair, and they spent generously, and we're very

·6· ·grateful for that.

·7· · · · · · Our labor expenses, you can see, went way

·8· ·down compared to 2019.· A smaller fair, a

·9· ·controlled fair with controlled attendance doesn't

10· ·need as many employees.

11· · · · · · And we too had our challenges with hiring

12· ·people as well.

13· · · · · · Our nonlabor expenses -- the staff did a

14· ·phenomenal job of managing expenses.· In 2019,

15· ·14.8 million in nonlabor expenses compared with

16· ·8.7 million in 2021.

17· · · · · · So the bottom line, results were -- in

18· ·2019 with a full fair, unlimited attendance, our

19· ·net proceeds were 14.5 million compared to

20· ·preliminary net proceeds from the 2021 fair of

21· ·22 million.

22· · · · · · So we have some analysis to do and some

23· ·recommendations, but primarily, what did we learn

24· ·from this year's fair?

25· · · · · · Well, we did learn that our guests will
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·1· ·purchase tickets ahead of time online, and I think

·2· ·they will continue to do that in the future.

·3· · · · · · We learned that limited capacity creates

·4· ·huge demand for the fair.

·5· · · · · · We also learned that a carefully produced

·6· ·fair with limited capacity can actually be more

·7· ·profitable than unlimited attendance.

·8· · · · · · We also learned that increasingly more

·9· ·attendance every year is not a metric that we want

10· ·to chase anymore.· The goal of putting more and

11· ·more and more people on this property in those 23

12· ·days is not necessarily the direction we should

13· ·take.

14· · · · · · And, finally, not something new that we

15· ·learned, but certainly something that we confirmed

16· ·is that our community loves the OC Fair.

17· · · · · · So that concludes our presentation, but

18· ·we're happy to take any questions the board might

19· ·have.

20· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Michele.

21· · · · · · Any questions or comments from the board?

22· · · · · · DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:· This is Director

23· ·Kovacevich.· I'll make a comment.

24· · · · · · Again, congratulate Michele and the staff

25· ·on a fantastic fair.· And this presentation was
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·1· ·phenomenal, and you can kind of see here in a quick

·2· ·snapshot just the results of all of your hard work

·3· ·and how it truly paid off this year.

·4· · · · · · So, again, congratulations, and thank you.

·5· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Thank you.

·6· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· This is Director

·7· ·Bagneris.· The financial monitoring and audit

·8· ·committee met a week ago Friday, and when I first

·9· ·saw these numbers of how the fair did compared to

10· ·2019, I almost fell out of my seat.· That was an

11· ·incredible, incredible fair.

12· · · · · · I didn't think I was going to be able to

13· ·make the fair this year.· I was with my new

14· ·grandson in Houston, and I ended up coming back

15· ·early, and I am so glad I did.

16· · · · · · I thoroughly enjoyed the fair.· There was

17· ·room to move around, and I'm like you, Michele.  I

18· ·think a couple of nights, I think all 45,000 showed

19· ·up at the same time.· And I think they probably

20· ·left and came back.

21· · · · · · So just an outstanding job to every member

22· ·of our staff, our executive staff, as well as every

23· ·employee.

24· · · · · · I did attend the employee appreciation

25· ·event after the fair, and it's just incredible, how
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·1· ·our workers have been with us for 30 years or more,

·2· ·just an incredible job.

·3· · · · · · The talent that we have on our staff, the

·4· ·creativity that we have -- I always learn something

·5· ·new when I come.· You would not have known we were

·6· ·in the midst of a pandemic at the fair this year.

·7· · · · · · So I want to thank everyone, and I'm

·8· ·looking for many more years of fairs in

·9· ·Orange County.

10· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Director

11· ·Bagneris.

12· · · · · · Any further comments?

13· · · · · · (No response.)

14· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· I would just ditto

15· ·what Nick and Barbara have said.· The presentation

16· ·was excellent.· And the fact that we're looking at,

17· ·give or take, 22 million versus 14 million really

18· ·emphasizes the fact that more is not necessarily

19· ·better.

20· · · · · · And also what that does, it translates

21· ·into us being able to address all of the attendant

22· ·traffic and parking issues and the storage issues

23· ·on site.· As Barbara knows, that's kind of a

24· ·continuing issue that we need to address over the

25· ·long term.
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·1· · · · · · So, again, kudos to staff.· Each and every

·2· ·one of you did a fantastic job.

·3· · · · · · And if there are no further comments,

·4· ·we'll move on to the next item.

·5· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Vice Chair La Belle,

·6· ·this is the item to appoint a chair and vice-chair

·7· ·nominating committee.

·8· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Yes.

·9· · · · · · In consultation with Chair

10· ·Rubalcava-Garcia, we're appointing to -- former

11· ·Chairperson Bagneris and Former Chairperson Aitken

12· ·to the nominating committee.

13· · · · · · Okay.· Next item, 8E.

14· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Yes.· These are our

15· ·committee reports.

16· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.

17· · · · · · Starting with the leadership committee,

18· ·pursuant to board policy, Natalie and I met prior

19· ·to the start of the fair with our security

20· ·director, UFA, and all of the attendant public

21· ·safety entities just to get a briefing on what we

22· ·were doing in preparation for the fair.

23· · · · · · That would be the Costa Mesa PD; fire;

24· ·Orange County sheriff; our medic team in

25· ·attendance.
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·1· · · · · · In addition to Natalie and I was CEO

·2· ·Michele Richards and COO Ken Karns.· We were all in

·3· ·attendance.

·4· · · · · · Nick did a fantastic job.· We had a really

·5· ·good handle on what the security was going to be

·6· ·for the fair.

·7· · · · · · Also, consistent with board policy,

·8· ·roughly midterm during the fair, Natalie and I,

·9· ·again, met with, at this time, Michele and Ken and

10· ·Nick and the executive staff from the Orange County

11· ·Sheriff's Department, who gave us an update on what

12· ·was occurring, and both of those meetings were very

13· ·positive.

14· · · · · · I have nothing further on that.· I'd like

15· ·to turn it over to the financial monitoring

16· ·committee.· That would be -- I don't believe

17· ·Director Pham is on the meeting, so, Barbara, do

18· ·you have anything you'd like to add to what was

19· ·presented in terms of the budget?

20· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· Yes.· I'll just make a

21· ·few comments.

22· · · · · · Director Pham was not able to be here

23· ·today, our chair, but we did have our regular

24· ·meeting on Friday, the 17th.

25· · · · · · Just for our new director's benefit, the
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·1· ·committee monitors the organization's financial

·2· ·position and ensures financial controls are in

·3· ·place.· We focus on monthly financial oversight;

·4· ·the annual budget review; the annual audit process.

·5· · · · · · Special projects, right now, the 2020

·6· ·financial audit.· As you know, we did produce a

·7· ·larger fair, as you just saw, than originally

·8· ·budgeted, and we did extremely well, as you just

·9· ·saw, so I don't need to go back over any of those

10· ·numbers.

11· · · · · · I will say that as of August 31st, 2021,

12· ·our cash in investments are 62.3 million, which is

13· ·an increase of 16.8 million over August of 2020.

14· ·And I want to always keep mentioning these numbers

15· ·because it's amazing to me the growth that we've

16· ·seen at this fair even in the midst of a pandemic.

17· · · · · · I will also say that we are forecasting

18· ·the year-end net proceeds of 12.7 million, which is

19· ·a $24.5 million improvement on the $11.8 million

20· ·loss that we projected originally in the 2021

21· ·budget.

22· · · · · · The committee did receive an update from

23· ·staff on the status of the 2020 financial audit.

24· ·The team of Lasso and Lungert [phonetic] is now on

25· ·site and conducting an audit, which is expected to
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·1· ·be completed before the end of the year.

·2· · · · · · Our next committee meeting will be

·3· ·October 22nd, and if there are any questions, I'd

·4· ·be happy to answer them, or Michele.

·5· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Director

·6· ·Bagneris.

·7· · · · · · Let me back up a quick second.· Were there

·8· ·any public comments on the governance reports that

·9· ·I should have called on beforehand?

10· · · · · · Summer, any --

11· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· No.· I have two public

12· ·comments for committees, Reggie Mundekis on the

13· ·committees, and then Gibran Stout for the

14· ·facilities committee.

15· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.· Why don't we

16· ·go ahead and complete the reports, then, and we'll

17· ·circle back to the public comments at that time.

18· · · · · · Facilities committee -- we have a report

19· ·there.· I believe Director Aitken is the chair of

20· ·that.

21· · · · · · Ashleigh, you have a report to make?

22· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Yes.· Thank you so much.

23· · · · · · I would like to just refer everybody to

24· ·our attached report.· One thing I would like to

25· ·highlight is that we had several meetings, and one



142

·1· ·of our last meetings, September 15th, Director Ruiz

·2· ·and I met with the current equestrian center

·3· ·operator, and we have discussed several times as a

·4· ·full board we are on a month-to-month contract and

·5· ·have been for several years with the operator.

·6· · · · · · I would request that the board -- that the

·7· ·chair or vice-chair agendize for the next meeting

·8· ·the ability for us to enter into a year-long

·9· ·contract with the current operator while we are

10· ·going through the strategic planning process.

11· · · · · · It helps us bring this -- the current LOU

12· ·up to current legal standards.· And that will buy

13· ·us some time, while we are discussing how we can

14· ·move forward with the equestrian center.

15· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Director

16· ·Aitken.

17· · · · · · Next item is the governance committee.

18· · · · · · Director Cervantes, do you have any report

19· ·to make at this time?

20· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· Not at this time,

21· ·Director La Belle.

22· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Sandra.

23· · · · · · The community affairs committee --

24· ·Director Ruiz?

25· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· Yes.· Hi.· Yes.· Yes, Vice
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·1· ·Chair La Belle.

·2· · · · · · Yeah.· As you all know, Director

·3· ·Kovacevich and I have been pushing, as part of our

·4· ·diversity committee, to put something on our

·5· ·grounds that would celebrate the diversity and rich

·6· ·history of Orange County.

·7· · · · · · So what Michele and the staff did is we

·8· ·put out a survey during fair time, and I'm excited

·9· ·that there were over 300 people who took the

10· ·survey, so I'm looking forward to seeing what the

11· ·results were.

12· · · · · · The committee report said they would get

13· ·those to us in the next few weeks, because I'm

14· ·really excited to see what those people -- what the

15· ·survey's going to reveal on their ideas that they

16· ·have for us.· So that's going to be for my report.

17· · · · · · Again, I'm excited.· I'm excited 300

18· ·people participated in this survey, and hopefully,

19· ·we can get something on our grounds here pretty

20· ·soon.

21· · · · · · Thank you.

22· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you,

23· ·Director Ruiz.

24· · · · · · Centennial Farms.· Director Cervantes,

25· ·anything to report?
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·1· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· I do not have

·2· ·anything to report on this subject.· Thank you.

·3· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.· I don't know

·4· ·if the staff has any follow-up on that, Michele

·5· ·or --

·6· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· Or Joan?

·7· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Or Joan.· Yeah.

·8· · · · · · MS. HAMILL:· Yes.· This is Joan, and the

·9· ·Centennial Farm Foundation did have a meeting on

10· ·September 16th.· On the agenda were items that they

11· ·were discussing, possibilities for future

12· ·fund-raisers and also are seeking new board members

13· ·to sit on that.

14· · · · · · So they discussed the progress they were

15· ·having with that.

16· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Joan.

17· · · · · · The Heroes Hall Veterans Foundation --

18· ·Sandra and I attended -- and Joan was there as well

19· ·and Carol -- by a Zoom board meeting on Monday of

20· ·this past week, the 20th.

21· · · · · · We are continuing to, you know, discuss

22· ·various fundraising options.· As a matter of fact,

23· ·we're going to be -- through the president,

24· ·Mr. Berardino, we are going to be sending letters

25· ·out to a number of business organizations with
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·1· ·municipal and governmental contacts in an attempt

·2· ·to generate some additional donations from those

·3· ·organizations.· And, at a minimum, we will get

·4· ·about 20 different businesses more familiar with

·5· ·the foundation and what it does in terms of the

·6· ·Heroes Hall Veterans Museum.

·7· · · · · · Also, Chair Berardino indicated that he

·8· ·was aware that the board would be pursuing

·9· ·legislation that will address the nonprofit issue,

10· ·and he indicated his full support of that and will

11· ·be preparing a communication that we can forward to

12· ·the legislative process when it takes place.

13· · · · · · I did share that with Michele Richards,

14· ·and my understanding is that obviously sometime

15· ·after the first of the year, legislation that would

16· ·address that whole issue of nonprofits, we hope to

17· ·get introduced.

18· · · · · · With that, that would conclude my comments

19· ·on that.

20· · · · · · We do have two public comments, if we

21· ·could circle back, Summer, and have those.· And

22· ·then as we need to respond to those comments, we

23· ·can do so.

24· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Yes.· We have Reggie

25· ·Mundekis followed by Gibran Stout.
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·1· · · · · · Reggie, when you're ready.

·2· · · · · · MS. MUNDEKIS:· Hi.· Thank you for this

·3· ·opportunity to address you today.

·4· · · · · · Regarding the equestrian center LOU, a

·5· ·one-year LOU with the current operator, when it's

·6· ·brought up to -- with updated legal language that's

·7· ·reasonable and gives the board the opportunity to

·8· ·make smart decisions, that LOU needs to be followed

·9· ·up with an RFP within that one-year time frame.

10· · · · · · I also request that there be a detailed

11· ·report on the repairs that have been made to the

12· ·equestrian center at operator expense.

13· · · · · · The infrastructure analysis report noted

14· ·that there were multiple areas of the equestrian

15· ·center that needed to be repaired.· And, again, the

16· ·contract -- the LOU requires operator to pay for

17· ·those repairs.

18· · · · · · I also have a question from the Heroes

19· ·Hall Veterans Foundation report.· There was a

20· ·statement made that there was a nonprofit issue,

21· ·which is being addressed with the legislature

22· ·that's being brought forward by Nick Berardino by

23· ·from the Heroes Hall Veterans Foundation.

24· · · · · · And I would just like a quick one- or

25· ·two-sentence summary on what is being addressed.
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·1· · · · · · Thank you.

·2· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you, Reggie.

·3· · · · · · Gibran Stout, when you're ready.

·4· · · · · · MS. STOUT:· Okay.· Can you hear me?

·5· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Yes.· Go ahead.

·6· · · · · · MS. STOUT:· Okay.· Great.

·7· · · · · · Hello.· Good morning from the equestrian

·8· ·community over at the on-site equestrian center.  I

·9· ·would like to thank staff for including us in the

10· ·2021 fair.

11· · · · · · It was, indeed, an amazing fair, and we

12· ·really enjoyed it.· We enjoyed the synergy, and it

13· ·was just fantastic.· So we look forward to many

14· ·more future collaborations with the equestrian

15· ·during the fair.

16· · · · · · The equestrian center had a very busy

17· ·summer bringing the joy of horses to local

18· ·community members young and old.

19· · · · · · As we watched other Orange County boarding

20· ·facilities close their doors, our facilities

21· ·enjoyed full capacity plus a waiting list that's

22· ·growing daily.

23· · · · · · We are looking forward to once again

24· ·having our annual Halloween costume, a great

25· ·contest on October 23rd.· It's a fun event where
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·1· ·kids and horses dress themselves up.· There will be

·2· ·games for horses and riders as well as photo

·3· ·booths.

·4· · · · · · We would like to invite everyone to come,

·5· ·and we would once again like to extend an

·6· ·invitation to any staff or board member who would

·7· ·like to serve as a special VIP judge.

·8· · · · · · We also enjoyed listening to the board's

·9· ·strategic planning session, which inspired our own

10· ·group of committed equestrians to do the same.

11· · · · · · We have been busy brainstorming our own

12· ·slots and great ideas for visionary headlines,

13· ·which we would love to be able to share with the

14· ·facilities committee, especially in light of the

15· ·new LOU that you are discussing for the next year.

16· ·We think it would be great to incorporate this.

17· · · · · · We understand the decision was made to

18· ·come up with a strategic plan before gathering

19· ·public input.· However, know that we are here to

20· ·streamline that process.

21· · · · · · We would like to formally request a study

22· ·session or a meeting with the facilities committee

23· ·in advance of the strategic plan drafting to share

24· ·our unique and substantial data, information,

25· ·expertise, and experience, not only as independent
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·1· ·professionals, but as daily users of the thriving,

·2· ·busy, unique corner of the property.

·3· · · · · · So we would really like to share the

·4· ·information that we have and be part of that

·5· ·process.

·6· · · · · · So, please, again, a formal request to

·7· ·have a meeting or be included in that, that would

·8· ·be fantastic.

·9· · · · · · So thank you so much for your time today.

10· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Thank you.

11· · · · · · That concludes public comment.

12· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Michele, could you

13· ·take a moment just to kind of do a quick update on

14· ·the nonprofit legislation that we are going to be

15· ·seeking support for through the legislature?

16· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Yes.

17· · · · · · So currently there is no statutory

18· ·authorization in government code that allows for us

19· ·to provide use of the property for free or at a

20· ·discount to community groups or nonprofits.

21· · · · · · So we are working with local -- local

22· ·legislators to see if we can amend or add to the

23· ·government code to allow the local fair boards to

24· ·make decisions regarding those discounts or fee

25· ·waivers.
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·1· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Michele.

·2· · · · · · Just a quick comment in response to

·3· ·Gibran's comments.

·4· · · · · · As Ashleigh indicated, the facilities

·5· ·committee will be recommending a one-year agreement

·6· ·that will go before the board at our October

·7· ·meeting.

·8· · · · · · The attempt is to give us the ability to

·9· ·get through the strategic planning process and

10· ·determine what it is exactly we are going to be

11· ·doing, not only in terms of the equestrian center,

12· ·but literally all of the uses that are currently

13· ·and potentially on the site in the future.

14· · · · · · The board has gone on record on a number

15· ·of occasions, and it has indicated that the

16· ·equestrian center will be there.

17· · · · · · The key is:· Will it be there only as a

18· ·boarding facility, or will it be there as a

19· ·year-round activity center, such as centennial

20· ·farms, Heroes Hall, et cetera?

21· · · · · · And the board is ultimately going to have

22· ·to make that determination, and then obviously when

23· ·that determination is made, the type of RFP will

24· ·obviously evolve from that process.

25· · · · · · We have had our initial strategic planning
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·1· ·session and have gone through a number of

·2· ·exercises.· The board's decision is that we want to

·3· ·make sure that we have put together a document that

·4· ·gives focus to what it is in terms of the board's

·5· ·direction.

·6· · · · · · And that document will be a draft

·7· ·document.· There will be plenty of opportunity for

·8· ·input from all of our stakeholders, but the board's

·9· ·directive is that we have that draft document in

10· ·place so that our stakeholders have something to

11· ·react to as we move forward towards a final

12· ·product.

13· · · · · · Okay.· With that, I think that concludes

14· ·the governance process.

15· · · · · · And next item on the agenda is closed

16· ·session.

17· · · · · · Are you ready to take us to closed

18· ·session?

19· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Yes.· I'm building the

20· ·breakout room right now.· If you'll just give me a

21· ·moment.· Thank you.

22· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· So the board will

23· ·break out into closed session relative to the

24· ·matters of the agenda, and we'll return to open

25· ·session following that.
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·1· · · · · · (Recess.)

·2· · · · · · (Roll call.)

·3· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Summer, he had to

·4· ·leave the meeting, as well as Director Bagneris.

·5· · · · · · DIRECTOR AGNUS:· Okay.

·6· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· We do have a quorum.

·7· · · · · · I do want to state for the record that the

·8· ·board considered the advice of -- the legal advice

·9· ·of counsel on the matters that are listed on the

10· ·closed session agenda and has nothing to report at

11· ·this time.

12· · · · · · Okay.· Michele, do you want to do your --

13· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Yes.· I know it's been

14· ·a long meeting.· Just a few quick updates.

15· · · · · · I wanted to report that a few weeks before

16· ·the fair opened, Ken Karns, Joan Hamill, and I were

17· ·joined by Costa Mesa Mayor pro tem Andrea Marr and

18· ·Vick Bakkila from the Costa Mesa Police Department.

19· · · · · · We held two meetings in the surrounding

20· ·neighborhoods to talk about the impact that the

21· ·fair has and to assure our neighbors that we were

22· ·going to do all we could to minimize something we

23· ·call TNT:· Traffic, noise, and trash.

24· · · · · · And we were warmly met by the neighbors,

25· ·and it was important in continuing that strong
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·1· ·relationship between the city and the fair and to

·2· ·let the neighbors know that we care and we are

·3· ·listening.

·4· · · · · · I was very honored to be appointed to

·5· ·serve on the advisory council for Cal Poly San Luis

·6· ·Obispo's College of Agriculture, Food and

·7· ·Environmental Science, specifically to advise on

·8· ·the university's fairs and exposition management

·9· ·program.

10· · · · · · This is an excellent opportunity for us to

11· ·mentor students, serve as guest lecturers, and help

12· ·shape the next generation of fair leaders.

13· · · · · · Strategic planning was mentioned on

14· ·September 9th.· The board met for a kickoff session

15· ·of a three-year strategic planning process.· We had

16· ·a great session, laying the foundation, and we are

17· ·looking at tentative dates to continue the process

18· ·in October.· So stay tuned for more.

19· · · · · · Chair Rubalcava-Garcia and I visited the

20· ·OC swap meet a few weeks ago to participate in a

21· ·ribbon-cutting ceremony to welcome 13 new

22· ·merchants, all recent graduates of Cal State

23· ·Fullerton's Small Business Development program.

24· · · · · · I'm very happy to report that the new swap

25· ·meet continues to grow and is thriving.· There are
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·1· ·now over 170 merchants, most joining from the

·2· ·former OC marketplace, but lots of new merchants as

·3· ·well.· It was really, really impressive, so we

·4· ·encourage you to go.

·5· · · · · · Once again, the readers of OC Parenting

·6· ·Magazine have named the 2021 OC Fair the best fair

·7· ·or festival in Orange County.

·8· · · · · · The 19th annual Readers Choice awards were

·9· ·announced last week, and they featured the best of

10· ·the best in Orange County, and we were very proud

11· ·to receive that honor.

12· · · · · · And to top it off, Kids Guide named

13· ·Centennial Farms as one of their top family outing

14· ·ideas in L.A. and Orange County.

15· · · · · · And we have launched our 2022 budget

16· ·process.· We are working with the financial

17· ·monitoring committee to schedule a date for a

18· ·public budget study session in early November, and

19· ·then the budget will be presented to the full board

20· ·in 2022.· So wish us luck on that.

21· · · · · · And then speaking of the budget, just very

22· ·quickly looking at our financials for the month,

23· ·our year-to-date revenue for the period --

24· ·eight-month period ending August 31st is

25· ·44.9 million.· We had budgeted revenue of
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·1· ·22.5 million, so very favorable to budget.

·2· · · · · · And please remember that that original

·3· ·budget that the board approved was with a much

·4· ·smaller fair.· That's why you're seeing these great

·5· ·variances.

·6· · · · · · Year-to-date expenses are below budget

·7· ·with a favorable variance, so our year-to-date net

·8· ·proceeds at this point in time, we had budgeted a

·9· ·5.3, almost $5.4 million loss.· We're now at an

10· ·18 -- nearly $18.9 million net proceeds.· That's a

11· ·variance -- positive variance of 24.2 million.

12· · · · · · And as Director Bagneris mentioned

13· ·earlier, our cash position improved tremendously

14· ·because of the fair, so we're very, very grateful

15· ·that so many people were able to come.

16· · · · · · As we have been doing every month this

17· ·year -- or every month since the budget was

18· ·approved, is reforecasting for a year end.

19· · · · · · So the original budget approved by the

20· ·board showed an $18.8 million loss that we

21· ·expected.· We're now forecasting that we'll come in

22· ·at about a $12.6 million net profit.· So quite a

23· ·turnaround.· Very happy about that.

24· · · · · · And we've got some great events coming up

25· ·for the rest of the month and into October, and we
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·1· ·encourage everybody to check out our website at

·2· ·OCFair.com for all the information.

·3· · · · · · And don't forget to visit Centennial Farm

·4· ·and Heroes Hall.· They're both reopened now.

·5· · · · · · That completes my report.

·6· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Michele.

·7· · · · · · Any questions?

·8· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· No, but wishing a very

·9· ·happy birthday to Directors Cervantes and Ruiz, who

10· ·are both celebrating birthdays this week.

11· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· Thank you so much.

12· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Happy birthday to

13· ·both.

14· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· Thank you.· Thank you.

15· ·Thank you to everyone.

16· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Doug, I think we're

17· ·ready to wrap it up.

18· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Okay.· Let's go

19· ·around the table and see what comments we might

20· ·have.

21· · · · · · Director Bagneris, do you have any

22· ·comments?

23· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· I want to follow up,

24· ·again, about the fair and how good it was and

25· ·thanking the staff for all that they did.
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·1· · · · · · And I also mentioned earlier that I went

·2· ·to the employee appreciation, and I believe

·3· ·Michele -- 35 years?

·4· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· Oh.· Not yet.· 20

·5· ·years.

·6· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· 20 years.· Okay.

·7· ·Because you were only five when you came to the

·8· ·party?

·9· · · · · · DIRECTOR RICHARDS:· That's right.

10· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· So 20 years.· And she

11· ·was able to get that announcement made at the event

12· ·as well.

13· · · · · · But I just want to thank everybody.

14· · · · · · Welcome to our newest director.· I know

15· ·she's not on right now, but I can see she's going

16· ·to be a valuable addition to our team.

17· · · · · · And I just wish everybody the best of the

18· ·rest of the month.

19· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Barbara.

20· · · · · · Director Aitken?

21· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Yeah.· Thank you.

22· ·Congratulations to our CEO and staff on an amazing

23· ·fair.· Those numbers are so exciting.

24· · · · · · And, yeah, welcome to our new board

25· ·member.· It's nice to be back up to 100 percent.
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·1· · · · · · So see everybody next month.

·2· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Director Cervantes?

·3· · · · · · (No response.)

·4· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Sandra?

·5· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· Can you hear me?

·6· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· We can hear you.

·7· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· Hi.· Yes.· I ditto

·8· ·everything that has been said.· It is really

·9· ·exciting to have -- have had such a successful

10· ·fair, and also acknowledging all the hard work that

11· ·the actual staff did paid off.

12· · · · · · And congratulations to our newest addition

13· ·to the board of directors.· And I agree.· We're

14· ·going to have nowhere to go but up now, and just

15· ·make sure that everything we touch and do is going

16· ·to be better than it was.

17· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Sandra.

18· · · · · · Director Ruiz?

19· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· Thank you, Vice-Chair.  I

20· ·also want to echo the comments of the other

21· ·directors.· I congratulate the CEO, Michele, and

22· ·her staff for an amazing fair.

23· · · · · · You know, just at the beginning of this

24· ·year, we weren't sure if we were going to have one

25· ·or not, and it turned out to be a great success,
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·1· ·and I'm really proud of the job they did and just

·2· ·thank everyone for their efforts.

·3· · · · · · And I also want to congratulate our newest

·4· ·director.

·5· · · · · · Thank you.

·6· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you,

·7· ·Director Ruiz.

·8· · · · · · I ditto the comments from the board

·9· ·members.· Obviously 18 million is a significant

10· ·increase, if you will, and far beyond what we

11· ·anticipated when we got into this.

12· · · · · · And my congratulations to my fellow

13· ·members of the board for their hard work and

14· ·Michele and her staff for all the work that she did

15· ·to make all of this happen.

16· · · · · · I did want to end -- and obviously

17· ·congratulations to our new board member.· I know

18· ·she's going to be a tremendous asset as we go

19· ·through our strategic planning process over the

20· ·next few months.

21· · · · · · I did want to add one item.· I happened to

22· ·be watching the History Channel over the weekend,

23· ·and they had the Barrett-Jackson inaugural auction

24· ·from Houston, so they're now in Scottsdale and

25· ·Houston, and I think Ashleigh and I were probably
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·1· ·the only two board members that were here for the

·2· ·first two years that Barrett-Jackson was on site.

·3· ·They were a tremendous draw of people.

·4· · · · · · I think Michele can correct me, but I

·5· ·think the basic revenue was somewhere around

·6· ·400,000, plus whatever else was generated from it,

·7· ·and they left for various reasons.

·8· · · · · · I don't know if those reasons still exist,

·9· ·but I would very much like to consider, as we look

10· ·at alternative revenues, to making a full-court

11· ·press doing whatever we can to see if we can, not

12· ·just from our sales force, but from the board to

13· ·the CEO to see what we can do to see if we can

14· ·entice them back.

15· · · · · · My son and I almost bid on an antique fire

16· ·truck, and that was probably the best decision we

17· ·made not to do that.· But it was just a tremendous

18· ·experience.

19· · · · · · And some of the cars they were selling,

20· ·believe it or not, on the Houston auction were

21· ·going for a million dollars and up.

22· · · · · · So, anyway, I just add that as an added

23· ·item.

24· · · · · · And with that, I have no further comments.

25· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· I just have a go-back.



161

·1· · · · · · ·VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Go ahead.

·2· · · · · · ·DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· I want to commend you

·3· · on chairing this meeting.· You did an outstanding

·4· · job for getting back in the saddle.

·5· · · · · · ·VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thank you, Barbara.

·6· · I appreciate it.

·7· · · · · · ·With that, we stand adjourned to

·8· · October 28th.

·9· · · · · · ·(Whereupon, the OCFEC Board of Directors Meeting

10· ·was hereby adjourned at 1:20 p.m.)
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 8

 9            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I don't have the

10   material in front of me, but I would like to call

11   this meeting to order.

12            Michele, if you would do me the favor of

13   reading me the opening statements on the agenda.

14            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Sure, I'd be happy to:

15                 "All matters noticed on this

16            agenda in any category may be

17            considered for action as listed.

18                 "Any item not so noticed may not

19            be considered.

20                 "Items listed on this agenda may

21            be considered in any order at the

22            discretion of the Chairperson.

23                 "The mission of the OC Fair and

24            Events Center is celebration of

25            Orange County's communities, interests,
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 1            agriculture, and heritage with results

 2            justifying resources expended."

 3            And we will now move to the pledge.

 4   Chair.

 5            If you'd like to call on someone to say

 6   the pledge.

 7            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.

 8            Director Aitken, would you please lead us

 9   in the Pledge of Allegiance.

10            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  I'd be happy to.  Thank

11   you.

12            If you're able, please rise and place your

13   right hand over your heart.

14            (Pledge of Allegiance recited.)

15            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you,

16   Director Aitken.

17            I think at this point, we are at the

18   public comment portion of the agenda; is that

19   correct, Michele?

20            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes, that's correct.

21            So let me -- actually, if we could have

22   roll call first, and then we'll have a motion to

23   approve the minutes.

24            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.

25            Summer, can you please take roll call.
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 1            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  No problem.

 2            Chair Rubalcava-Garcia.

 3            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Present.

 4            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Vice Chair La Belle.

 5            (No response.)

 6            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  He's trying to log

 7   back in, Summer.  If you could help him.

 8            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yeah.  I'll circle back.

 9            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Thank you.

10            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Cervantes.

11            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Here.

12            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.

13            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Present.

14            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Bagneris.

15            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Here.

16            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Aitken.

17            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Present.

18            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Pham.

19            (No response.)

20            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Kovacevich.

21            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Present.

22            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  And Director Rafiei.

23            DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Present.

24            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Vice Chair La Belle, are

25   you connected yet?

�

0008

 1            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I think I'm

 2   connected.

 3            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Great.  Thank you.

 4            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I'm going to go

 5   ahead and turn the meeting back over to Vice Chair

 6   La Belle.

 7            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Vice Chair La Belle,

 8   this is Director Aitken.  We just did the Pledge of

 9   Allegiance and roll call, so we need to just --

10   we're going to be moving on to the minutes and then

11   public comment, although I think Chair

12   Rubalcava-Garcia might want to introduce our

13   brand-new board member before -- and her letter.

14   Excuse me.

15            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Chair Garcia, why

16   don't you go ahead and introduce our new board

17   member at this point.  I know you have a schedule

18   to leave soon, so --

19            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.

20   Absolutely.

21            It is my great honor to welcome Melahat

22   Rafiei to the board of directors.  She is really a

23   woman who needs no introduction, but we are

24   delighted to have her complete our board.

25            I believe we are now fully -- with all
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 1   directors, so welcome, Director Rafiei.

 2            Would you like to say a couple of words?

 3            DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Well, thank you so much,

 4   Madam Chair.  And I look forward to serving with

 5   all of you directors.  Some of you, I know; some of

 6   you, I don't, but I'm looking forward to the work

 7   ahead.  And thank you again so much for the

 8   opportunity.

 9            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Absolutely.

10   Thank you so much for making the meeting.  I know

11   you recently got the message, so thank you for

12   carving out the time to attend today.

13            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Okay.

14            Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, we're now on

15   Item 5, which is approval of the minutes from the

16   June 24th board meeting.

17            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.

18            Can I please get a motion to approve

19   the --

20            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  This is

21   Sandra Cervantes.  I so move.  This is Sandra

22   Cervantes.

23            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you,

24   Director Cervantes.

25            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  This is Director Ruiz.  I
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 1   so second.

 2            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, can you

 3   please take roll call.

 4            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.

 5            Chair Rubalcava-Garcia.

 6            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.

 7            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Vice Chair La Belle.

 8            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.

 9            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Cervantes.

10            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.

11            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.

12            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.

13            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Bagneris.

14            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.

15            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Aitken.

16            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.

17            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Kovacevich.

18            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.

19            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  And Director Rafiei.

20            DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Yes.

21            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.

22            At this time, I am going to go ahead and

23   turn it over to Vice Chair La Belle, but when we

24   do, I wanted to make a comment as we go on to the

25   first agenda item.
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 1            Thank you.  Director La Belle, are you on

 2   the call?

 3            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I'm on the call,

 4   Michele.  My screen just shows the flags.

 5            There we go.

 6            Okay.  Could you -- matters of public

 7   comment, could you make that statement?

 8            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.  I would be happy

 9   to.

10                 "Public comment is not allowed on

11            issues not on the current agenda.

12            However, no debate -- sorry.

13                 "However, no debate by the board

14            shall be permitted on such public

15            comments, and no action will be taken

16            on such public-comment items at this

17            time, as law requires formal public

18            notice to any action on a docket item."

19            And let me correct that.  Sorry.

20                 "Public comment is allowed on

21            issues not on the current agenda."

22                 Yes.

23                 "Speakers are requested to sign in

24            prior to the start of the meeting and

25            are limited to three minutes.
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 1                 "Comments will be accepted on

 2            agenda items during the meeting.

 3            Speakers wishing to address the board

 4            on items on the agenda are requested to

 5            sign in prior to the start of the

 6            meeting and identify the agenda item or

 7            items on which you desire to address

 8            the board.  Speakers are limited to

 9            three minutes."

10            So Summer has been collecting those that

11   wanted to make public comment.

12            So, Summer, do you want to introduce any

13   general public comment?

14            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  I don't have anything for

15   general public comment for items that are not on

16   the agenda.  Most of the public comments have to do

17   with Item 8F -- or 8E and F.

18            But if there's anybody that has dialed in

19   and you would like to make public comment, you are

20   muted, so you will have to press Star 6 to unmute

21   yourself.

22            For general public comment, please state

23   your name, and I will put you in the queue.  This

24   is for items not on the agenda.

25            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Summer.
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 1            Next item?

 2            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Okay.

 3            The next item is the consent calendar.

 4                 "All matters listed under consent

 5            calendar are operational matters about

 6            which the board has governing policies,

 7            implementation of which is delegated to

 8            the CEO.  They will be enacted in one

 9            motion.

10                 "There will be no discussion of

11            these items prior to the time the board

12            of directors votes on the motion,

13            unless members of the board, staff, or

14            public request specific items to be

15            discussed separately and/or removed

16            from this section.

17                 "Any member of the public who

18            wishes to discuss consent calendar

19            items should notify the chair of the

20            board at the time requested and be

21            recognized by invitation of the chair

22            to address the board."

23            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  CEO Richards, do you

24   have any items that you wish to pull from the

25   consent calendar?
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 1            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.  The staff would

 2   like to pull four items -- not to pull them from

 3   consent, but, rather, to give some background

 4   information.

 5            Those terms are under Standard Agreements

 6   SA037-21YR, SA088-21FT, and SA134-21PA.

 7            And then under Rental Agreements R05021.

 8            So those are the four items.  And if the

 9   board would like to approve the rest of the consent

10   calendar, I can explain those items.  Or if you'd

11   like to take them all at once, I can do the

12   explanation now.

13            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Do any board members

14   have items they would like to pull?

15            (No response.)

16            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Hearing none, do we

17   have any public speakers on the consent calendar,

18   Summer?

19            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  No public speakers on the

20   consent calendar.

21            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.

22            Why don't we go ahead, Michele, and review

23   those four items, and then we can act on the

24   calendar as a whole.

25            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Sure.  I'll be very
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 1   brief.

 2            There aren't any problems with any of

 3   these four items, but we do want to highlight them

 4   because they're a bit unusual.

 5            I'll start with SA037-21YR.  That is the

 6   contract for our sound monitoring services.

 7            And the board will remember that the

 8   original bid for this contract was protested, and

 9   the district elected to reissue the RFP with

10   clarification.

11            Because the Department of General Services

12   took so long in their decision on that -- that

13   protest, the contract from the new RFP happened

14   after the June board meeting.

15            So according to board policy, the board

16   chair signed that agreement, so service is to be in

17   place for the fair, and we're bringing the contract

18   back now on the consent calendar.

19            SA088-21FT is for employee shuttle

20   services.

21            When the original budget was approved by

22   the board in November of last year, we were

23   planning on a much smaller fair, which would not

24   have allowed employees -- or, sorry, which would

25   have allowed employees to park on site.
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 1            When we increased the daily ticket cap

 2   from 30,000 to 45,000, we needed to issue an RFP

 3   for an employee shuttle to bring employees in from

 4   off-site locations.

 5            That bid was awarded after the June board

 6   meeting, and once again, the board chair signed

 7   that agreement according to board policy, and we're

 8   bringing that back for approval now.

 9            Both the sound monitoring and the employee

10   shuttle contracts exceed the CEO's signing

11   authority, and that's why the board chair signed.

12            SA134-21PA, that's for the Hank Williams,

13   Jr. concert, which is taking place tonight, by the

14   way, in the Pacific amphitheater.

15            This is a revenue-generating contract for

16   the coproduction of Hank Williams, Jr. in the

17   Pacific amphitheater.  The coproduction involves a

18   share in the expenses and the revenue from the

19   show, and the agreement is written -- actually,

20   very well written without any risk or downside to

21   the district.  We will only profit from the show.

22            Because the ticket sales for that concert

23   will come through the district's Ticket Master

24   account, the amount of the contract is over the

25   CEO's signing authority of $400,000 for
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 1   entertainment contracts, so the amount on the

 2   contract reflects the maximum gross potential of

 3   ticket sales for that concert.  It does not

 4   represent the amount of expense to the district.

 5   So I wanted to make that very clear.

 6            And then, lastly, R05021 under Rental

 7   Agreements, we are pulling this item to highlight

 8   it for the board.

 9            This is a rental agreement for the August

10   Cross-Roads of the West gun show, which was held

11   last month.  This contract was in place before

12   SB264 was passed in the legislature, but after the

13   last board meeting in June, and we know that this

14   is a topic of great interest for the board, so we

15   wanted to highlight that on the consent calendar as

16   well.

17            So those are the four items that we wanted

18   to highlight.

19            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Is there a motion to

20   approve the consent calendar?

21            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  This is Director Ruiz.  I

22   so move that we accept it.

23            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  This is

24   Sandra Cervantes.  Second.  Okay.

25            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Summer, can
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 1   you call the roll, please?

 2            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia,

 3   if she's still on the line.

 4            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.

 5            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you.

 6            Vice Chair La Belle.

 7            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.

 8            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Cervantes.

 9            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.

10            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.

11            (No response.)

12            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.

13            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.  Yes.

14            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.

15            Director Bagneris.

16            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.

17            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Aitken.

18            (No response.)

19            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Aitken.

20            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.

21            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.

22            Director Kovacevich.

23            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.

24            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  And Director Rafiei.

25            DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Yes.
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 1            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.

 2            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Vice Chair La Belle,

 3   that now concludes the consent calendar items, and

 4   we're now ready to move to the governance process

 5   with the first item.

 6            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  CEO Richards,

 7   as the prerogative of the chair, I'm going to move

 8   Items 8E and 8F up on the agenda, so we'll begin

 9   with Item 8E.

10            If you could go ahead and introduce the

11   item and then present staff comments.  Then

12   following that, I'd like to request that we have

13   the comments from the speakers before we turn it

14   over to the directors.

15            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.  This item was on

16   the agenda for a meeting of the board of directors

17   held last Monday, September 13th.  There was a lot

18   of great discussion on this item on behalf of the

19   board members.

20            In the end, the board elected to table

21   this item and bring it back to this meeting.

22            But just as a matter of background,

23   following the September 13th meeting, as secretary

24   of the board of directors, I took copious notes

25   during that discussion and captured what I thought
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 1   were all of the ideas and sentiments --

 2   perspectives of individual board members during

 3   that discussion.

 4            Following the meeting, I redrafted a

 5   letter that was reflective of those comments, and

 6   that was included in the staff report.

 7            So what is before the board of directors

 8   today is a continuation of that discussion on the

 9   communication to the governor's office regarding

10   the economic impact of SB264 on the OC Fair and

11   Events Center.

12            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.

13            Summer, did we have any speakers on

14   Item 8E?

15            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  We do.

16            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.

17            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  If I can call Senator Min

18   and/or Ash Alvandi followed by James Black

19   [verbatim], Rose Ann Sharp, and Ira Sharp to start.

20            Senator Min, when you're ready.

21            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, if I may,

22   with the balance, may I give a comment on public

23   comment on the --

24            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  Go ahead.

25            (Telephone interruption.)
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 1            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.

 2            I just wanted to also let the board know

 3   that I did consult with legal counsel from Senator

 4   Dave Min's office, and he did confirm what I had

 5   thought, that we do have legislative as well as --

 6   as well as --

 7            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Can we get someone

 8   muted?

 9            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.  Please.  If you're

10   not speaking --

11            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Sorry.  I'll

12   start over.  But I did have a chance to speak with

13   Josh Caplan, and he did confirm that the board --

14   as policy makers appointed by the governor, we

15   are -- you know our scope goes far beyond the

16   (audio distortion) of the organization.

17            We are creating policy that governs the

18   direction for the staff here at the OC Fair and

19   Events Center.

20            And he did also confirm that the board has

21   legislated, as well as qualified immunity for any

22   actions taken on behalf of the OC Fair and Events

23   Center, and that would include any communications

24   sent to the governor, just simply making sure that

25   he has a heads-up and is aware of what has happened
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 1   to the OC Fair and Events Center and the reasons

 2   why we might be opposing legislation that only

 3   impacts the 32nd DAA and not all the other 59 DAAs

 4   throughout the state.

 5            That would also cover, if the board shows

 6   up -- at their pleasure, decides to review any

 7   contracts as requested by these promoters, to

 8   consider hosting these events next year, since that

 9   legislation has not been signed into law yet.

10            So I just wanted to make sure that

11   everybody was aware of that.

12            And Josh Caplan is on the call, so he --

13   if you have questions, he can answer those further.

14            We also did receive word from DEFA -- or,

15   actually, I don't think it was DEFA, but it was the

16   Department of Agriculture, letting us know that we,

17   as a political body, have the ability to send a

18   letter to the governor and make him aware of how

19   the fair would be impacted.

20            So those are my comments, and we can go

21   ahead and take public comment now.

22            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Senator Min.  When

23   you're ready.

24            SENATOR MIN:  Sure.  Thank you, by the

25   way.
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 1            And just as a procedural matter, I have a

 2   time conflict a little bit later.  Since this is my

 3   bill that is primarily being discussed in Items 8E

 4   and 8F, and because I understand that I was

 5   actually -- my name has been discussed, and I guess

 6   it's on the slide right now, I was wondering if I

 7   could have a few extra minutes and just give

 8   something like a five- to six-minute comment on

 9   both Items 8E and 8F right now.

10            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Senator Min, that

11   would be fine.  Take all the time you need.

12            SENATOR MIN:  Thank you very much.  Thank

13   you much, Chair La Belle.  I appreciate it.

14            And before I begin my remarks, I just want

15   to commend you all and the staff of the fairgrounds

16   for your outstanding work in putting together a

17   tremendous Orange County Fair this year.  I know

18   how challenging it's been dealing with the COVID-19

19   pandemic, and I wanted to congratulate you all on

20   putting together a very fun and hugely popular fair

21   this year.

22            Now, as you know, I am the author of SB264

23   which you are here to discuss today, and I realize

24   there would be many people attending this virtual

25   meeting who would disagree with SB264.  Clearly
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 1   there are people on this board who disagree with

 2   this bill, but I want to be clear this is what I --

 3   the people I represent in the 37th Senate district,

 4   which includes the fairgrounds, clearly want.

 5            As you may have heard and/or read, the

 6   genesis of this bill came in 2019 near the

 7   beginning of my campaign for the state senate.

 8            It was the weekend when we had the El Paso

 9   and Dayton mass shootings.  My family and I came

10   out to the fairgrounds that Sunday for family fun

11   run and as we crossed the finish line, all of us,

12   including my youngest, who was in a running

13   stroller, were handed flyers to the gun show for

14   the following weekend.

15            Now, this was very shocking to us given

16   the events that had just occurred.  You know, when

17   I was growing up, the county fairgrounds were known

18   as family-friendly venues.

19            In addition to the county fairs, you have

20   rodeos, 4-H events and other family-friendly

21   events.  Today they're almost synonymous with gun

22   shows.  The average county fairground across the

23   state hosts five gun shows a year, and I'm told

24   that the OC Fair and Events Center has often held

25   more than that.
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 1            That weekend, I pledged that if I was

 2   successful in my campaign for the state senate, the

 3   very first bill I introduced would be one ending

 4   the gun shows at the OC Fairgrounds.

 5            I was very public and transparent about

 6   this.  We issued press releases and that campaign

 7   promise was covered by numerous media outlets,

 8   including the Los Angeles Times.

 9            I did, indeed, win that election and I

10   followed through with my promise.  The very first

11   bill I introduced was SB264, which, as originally

12   written, would have ended gun shows not only on the

13   OC Fairgrounds, but on all state-owned property

14   across the state.

15            Now, I understand that several of you

16   asked why this bill was narrowed at the last minute

17   to only cover Orange County.  The change was made

18   by the Assembly of Appropriations Committee through

19   hostile amendment -- that was not my choice --

20   which was forced upon the bill.

21            My understanding is that many opponents of

22   SB264, including the NRA, the California Rifle and

23   Pistol Association, and Cross-Roads of the West,

24   were lobbying for this very change, and apparently

25   they were successful.
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 1            Now, I'll confess, I was disappointed the

 2   bill was narrowed.  We were confident we had the

 3   votes to get a statewide ban through the assembly

 4   and signed by the governor, and as you have -- may

 5   have read, I have pledged to introduce a new bill

 6   next year seeking to ban gun shows on state

 7   property once again.

 8            But at the same time, I've continued to

 9   push SB264 because I believe it still achieves

10   important public policy purposes.

11            The fact of the matter is that we are in a

12   gun violence crisis in this country, in this state,

13   and, yes, in this community, and gun shows clearly

14   are a major contributor to that crisis.

15            So ending gun shows at the OC Fairground,

16   as I promised to do starting in the summer of --

17   back in the summer of 2019, is an important step

18   towards making our communities safer.

19            Despite the claims being made that there

20   are no sales of illegal or unlicensed firearms that

21   take place at gun shows, that is clearly not true.

22            The California Bureau of Firearms has

23   repeatedly found evidence of so-called straw sales

24   and other sales of unlicensed guns at gun shows,

25   including at the OC Fairgrounds.
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 1            Ghost guns, which are essentially gun kits

 2   not typically equipped with serial numbers, and

 3   which are -- I personally saw being sold

 4   cash-and-carry out of the gun shows at the

 5   OC Fairgrounds are an increasingly popular item at

 6   gun shows.

 7            But I will also say that even if there

 8   were zero sales of unlicensed guns at gun shows,

 9   they are still a major contributor to gun violence.

10            The fact is that the vast majority of guns

11   used in crimes were originally purchased through

12   legal avenues, including gun shows.

13            The vast majority of guns used in

14   incidents of gun violence, whether homicides,

15   suicides, assaults or accidents, were originally

16   purchased through legal avenues such as gun shows.

17            At each of these incidents of gun

18   violence, such as the mass shooting earlier this

19   year or the tragic murder of Aiden Leos on the 55

20   in an act of road rage or any of the shootings that

21   have plagued Orange County this year is like a

22   neutron bomb for the victim's family, friends, and

23   local community and has massive impacts on our

24   local economy.

25            And the evidence is clear that more guns
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 1   lead to more gun violence.  This is true whether we

 2   compare country to country, state to state, county

 3   to county, or even household to household.

 4            And while I respect the Constitution and

 5   the Bill of Rights, including the Second Amendment,

 6   there is no requirement the State of California has

 7   to be an accessory to, has to profit off the sale

 8   of guns, when we know that this would invariably

 9   lead to more gun violence and the astronomical

10   moral and social and economic cost.

11            And that is what SB264 is about.  It's

12   about getting California out of the business of

13   selling guns, even if for this point, that's just

14   for one fairground.

15            And let's be clear, this bill is only

16   necessary because this board has continued to

17   insist on hosting gun shows at the OC Fairgrounds

18   despite overwhelming opposition from the local

19   community.

20            Now, several of you have explained to me

21   you don't believe --

22            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Senator, could you

23   begin to wrap it up soon here, please?

24            SENATOR MIN:  Thank you.  I'll wrap it up

25   soon.
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 1            Several of you have explained to me you

 2   don't believe you have any choice but to contract

 3   for these gun shows, that no matter how strongly

 4   the local communities oppose, your role is not to

 5   represent people but simply to maintain the fiscal

 6   solvency of the fairgrounds.

 7            In fact, I vividly remember a conversation

 8   with the chair in which he told me something to the

 9   effect of:  We have to take these gun contracts

10   under current law.  If you change the law to ban

11   gun shows, we'll happily follow the law, but our

12   job isn't to be politicians.

13            And that is a fair point.  You are not

14   elected representatives, you are gubernatorial

15   appointees, and you do have limited discretion at

16   times on responding to political concerns.

17            But what I would say is that your elected

18   representatives have spoken loudly and clearly.  I

19   expressly ran on a campaign of ending gun shows at

20   the OC Fairgrounds and I was elected with over

21   270,000 votes from my district.

22            Assemblywoman Cottie Petrie-Norris, who

23   also represents the fairgrounds, has endorsed this

24   bill.  We passed SB264 out of the legislature with

25   an overwhelming majority, and it's now going to the
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 1   desk of Governor Newsom, who has previously said

 2   that permitting the sale of firearms and

 3   ammunition, quote, "on state-owned property only

 4   perpetuates" --

 5            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I think this is

 6   fine.

 7            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes, it is.

 8            SENATOR MIN:  Now, as a political matter,

 9   this issue is a signed --

10            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Senator --

11            SENATOR MIN:  -- disagree or agree with

12   SB264 is a valid and transparent product of our

13   democracy in action and I'm only asking you --

14            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Senator, you've had

15   more than enough time.

16            SENATOR MIN:  I'm going to be asking you

17   to be consistent with your past statements and the

18   law --

19            (Cross-talk.)

20            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Please, Senator,

21   respect the request of the --

22            SENATOR MIN:  -- 264, and that means not

23   signing a long-term contract --

24            (Cross-talk.)

25            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Please request that
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 1   the board chair should not -- I think you've made

 2   your point very clear, and thank you very much for

 3   your comments.

 4            Summer, next item.

 5            Next speaker, please.

 6            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And then, Doug, I

 7   just want to also comment on something.  I know

 8   that the board has discussed in the past the

 9   viewpoint-neutral stance that we take on certain

10   topics.

11            If an item is legal in the State of

12   California, we are viewpoint neutral on the topic.

13   It's not a personal choice to choose what is held

14   on the fairgrounds.

15            I -- I just also want to comment, since

16   the senator pointed out me directly, his statement

17   is not accurate, and that is not an accurate

18   account of the conversation that we had, so I just

19   wanted to put that on the record.

20            But we are -- this board is intended to be

21   a -- viewpoint-neutral, and to indicate that one

22   type of event held on our fairgrounds is not

23   family-friendly is not really something for us to

24   determine.

25            There are -- there are different types of
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 1   families who choose to do different types of

 2   activities.

 3            That concludes my comment.

 4            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I appreciate your

 5   comment.

 6            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Chair --

 7            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  Go ahead,

 8   Robert.

 9            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  If we could be fair with

10   all the other speakers and just stick to the amount

11   of minutes that are allowed to the other speakers,

12   regardless of what status that person holds, I

13   would greatly appreciate it.

14            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I will do that.  I

15   wanted to, out of respect for the senator, allow

16   him some additional time, but he did exceed that.

17            SENATOR MIN:  Thank you.  And I apologize.

18            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.

19            Summer, next speaker, please.

20            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  We have --

21   James Black [verbatim] rescinded his comments, so

22   the next person is Rose Ann Sharp.

23            When you're ready --

24            (No response.)

25            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Rose, are you there?
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 1            MS. SHARP:  Yes, I am.  I'm sorry.  I

 2   thought someone was speaking ahead of me.

 3            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Go right ahead.

 4            MS. SHARP:  Yes.  Good morning.

 5            My name is Rose Ann Sharp, and I am the

 6   founder of Never Again CA.  I am a neighbor in

 7   Del Mar.  I frequently am in Orange County and have

 8   attended your Cross-Roads gun show.

 9            It is well-documented that firearms and

10   ammunition purchased and stolen from your gun show

11   transit through Del Mar on their way to Mexico.

12            Like each of you, I also headed up a

13   business and several organizations.  I have

14   attended virtually many of your board meetings, and

15   your last one made me wonder:  Why does a board

16   appointed by the governor think it is good business

17   to send the governor, who is the CEO of our state,

18   a letter telling him about a million-dollar impact

19   loss from a gun show when the governor is already

20   on record signing AB893, which stopped the sale of

21   firearms and ammunitions at the Del Mar

22   Fairgrounds?

23            Why does the board, appointed by the

24   governor, want to challenge the legislation of an

25   elected official, Dave Min, and that of an elected
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 1   legislature, when the business of the board is to

 2   represent all of the citizens who enjoy benefits of

 3   the Orange County Fairgrounds?

 4            Then why does a board appointed by the

 5   governor with $50 million in revenues in 2018 and

 6   only one bad audit, which was corrected, think it

 7   is good business to tell the governor that this

 8   board, filled with business and organization

 9   leaders, does not have the ability to replace a

10   million dollars of income when the governor has

11   specifically stated that if California continues to

12   permit the sale of firearms and ammunition on

13   state-owned property, we are sending a signal that

14   we value the sale of firearms above the lives of

15   Americans?

16            Lastly, someone at the last board meeting

17   described the gun show as a family-friendly event.

18   Well, that may be what you saw during the curated

19   tour with Mr. Templeton.

20            What I saw -- and I have pictures to prove

21   it -- was Nazi (audio distortion) T-shirts with

22   hateful slogans, and a small child in the aisle

23   swinging a wooden machete as large as he was, and

24   adults not wanting to go down that aisle for fear.

25            I saw a woman breast-feeding her baby in
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 1   front of a table full of unsecured large hunting

 2   knives easily lifted on the spot.

 3            I saw the dual incentives between

 4   Cross-Roads and the NRA members, and, of course,

 5   ghost guns.

 6            Yes, it is all legal.  Ghost guns that

 7   look like a gun, shoot like a gun, and kill like a

 8   gun, but are totally untraceable.

 9            I believe it is not good business to bring

10   these weapons of death into our communities on

11   state-owned property.

12            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Could you please

13   wrap up your comments, please.

14            MS. SHARP:  Yes.  I ask you, with all your

15   experience, I hope you can answer your letter --

16   answer in your letter how this is good business for

17   Orange County and your neighbors in San Diego.

18   Thank you.

19            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Summer, before we

20   have the next speaker, I'm very appreciative of the

21   fact that there are strong feelings on both sides

22   of this issue.  We certainly want everyone to get

23   their thoughts out for the benefit of the board,

24   but if you can all try to adhere to the

25   three-minute limit, it would be very much
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 1   appreciated.  I don't want to be in a situation of

 2   needing to cut other speakers off.

 3            I did allow, out of respect for

 4   Senator Min, who is the author of the bill -- I did

 5   allow him additional time to articulate his

 6   thoughts.

 7            So let's just try to stay focused, if we

 8   can.

 9            Summer, next speaker, please.

10            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.

11            Vice Chair La Belle, I am timing the

12   speakers, just so you know.

13            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Perfect.  Okay.

14   Thank you so much.

15            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  We have Ira Sharp next.

16            Ira, when you're ready.

17            MR. SHARP:  Okay.  Good morning.  I'm

18   Ira Sharp, the cofounder, with Rose Ann Sharp, of

19   Never Again CA.

20            In correspondence, and in the debate on

21   September 13 regarding the proposed letter of the

22   governor, much was made by some of the fact that

23   SB264 was amended in the state assembly to apply

24   solely to the 32nd DAA.

25            The insinuation was that this was somehow
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 1   unfair or nefarious.  And nothing could be further

 2   from the truth.

 3            It's simply due to the fact that this is

 4   the way the assembly operates.  No member will

 5   support a bill that applies to another assembly

 6   member's district, unless that assembly member has

 7   signed on to the bill.

 8            When San Diego Mayor Todd Gloria was in

 9   the assembly, he authored AB893, which solely

10   applied to the ban on the sale of firearms to the

11   Del Mar Fairgrounds.

12            Active chapters of Never Again CA and

13   several other counties asked them to include their

14   fairgrounds, and he conferred with the assembly

15   members who had those fairgrounds in their

16   district.

17            When they decided not to support a ban in

18   their district, the draft bill was narrowed to

19   22nd DAA.

20            That's what happened to SB264.  When it

21   got through appropriations and when it was clear

22   that no other assembly member wished to add their

23   fairgrounds to the legislation, they were dropped.

24            It's totally just disingenuous to suggest

25   that any other motive was at work.
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 1            And I would like to make one further

 2   response to something that the chair said earlier.

 3   It's very clear in the regulations that govern

 4   fairgrounds that each fairground is to make a

 5   decision of its own based on the input from its

 6   community.

 7            It is not, as the chair implied, an

 8   obligation to allow everything.  We don't allow

 9   cannabis.  We don't allow other things.  We make

10   those decisions in banning gun shows -- or the sale

11   of firearms on the fairgrounds is certainly one

12   that we should have made before and the assembly's

13   made for you and that you should not oppose.  You

14   should embrace it to get back to your mission of

15   being family-friendly and a favorable place for all

16   people of Orange County.

17            Thank you very much.

18            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you, Ira.

19            I'm going to call the next group of

20   speakers.  There was a Niccolas, followed by Susan

21   Lew, Julia Demlow, Piper Benom, Gary Levy, and

22   Jim Cairns.

23            Nicholas, when you're ready.

24            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  And, again, let's

25   all try to work to keep it to the three minutes,
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 1   please.

 2            NICCOLAS:  Thank you.  Can you hear me?

 3            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.

 4            NICCOLAS:  Okay.  I want to thank the

 5   board for this meeting and the senator for his

 6   time, and thank you all for allowing the speaker to

 7   go on this public comment.

 8            So briefly, just to -- really, I'm just a

 9   concerned citizen.  I have -- you know, I have

10   kids, and my daughter and I -- we went not too long

11   ago to the -- to a fairground, and we were actually

12   learning, and she got to shoot, you know, some

13   BB guns and got to experience what it was to, you

14   know, hold a gun and all the safety and everything.

15            And that's one thing I just want to

16   mention briefly, is that one thing that the senator

17   and many individuals don't realize is that the

18   impact that it has, obviously, on all of Southern

19   California, that when you take away a gun show, be

20   it in Orange County or Del Mar or anywhere, is that

21   you have a -- you have an absence of education, an

22   absence of a culture that is a healthy promoter.

23            You know, I think the State is -- it would

24   behoove the State to promote a good culture, there

25   by legal means of individuals.
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 1            While there may be nefarious things that

 2   do happen, maybe, according to the senator -- I

 3   didn't hear any facts presented other than just

 4   hearsay, but if you don't have a legal culture,

 5   then you don't promote that -- the mindset around

 6   good -- what would be considered gun control or gun

 7   education.

 8            And I think that's critical for citizens

 9   who want to be law abiding, such as myself, and who

10   want to have that ability to, you know, pass on to

11   the next generation, you know, how to do it right

12   and to be current on present-day issues regarding

13   whatever it might be in regards to firearms.

14            I just think that aside from the fiscal

15   impact, you're also taking away the cultural and

16   educational impact that could be toward the

17   betterment.

18            Because, remember, you're taking away, and

19   what are you -- you're leaving a vacuum of

20   education, of culture that you're not replacing

21   with anything.  You're just saying, "No.  Take it

22   away, and replace it with nothing."

23            And so I'm asking -- so the people who are

24   law abiding, who do want those kinds of things, you

25   know, what -- what are you giving them in return?
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 1   What are the other options, "Well, just go figure

 2   it out," when you have in place right now, a

 3   mechanism that can act as a positive force.

 4            And I support the board in its putting

 5   forward of a -- asking the governor to veto.  I

 6   myself have written to the governor to veto that.

 7            And I just -- Senator, I believe you're

 8   wrong when you think you only speak for everybody

 9   in that regard.

10            I think that you need to take into

11   consideration the impact over all of Southern

12   California and others who may be opposed to that.

13            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you,

14   Niccolas.  That is time.

15            NICCOLAS:  Thank you.

16            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.

17            Next up we have Julia Demlow.

18            Julia, when you're ready.

19            MS. DEMLOW:  Hello.  Can you hear me?

20            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  Go right ahead.

21            MS. DEMLOW:  Thank you.  D-E-M-L-O-W.

22            I want to thank the board for giving us

23   the opportunity to speak today, and also to thank

24   the board for the fair that just went on that my

25   family and I participated in, and for tonight's
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 1   concert, the Hank Williams concert, which I will

 2   also be attending.  So I look forward to continuing

 3   to enjoy events like this at the fairgrounds.

 4            In regards to today, the letter being sent

 5   to the governor, I'd kind of like to go through a

 6   few points that I noticed on this letter, that I

 7   found troubling.

 8            In the first paragraph, it talks about no

 9   state official, including Senator Dave Min,

10   reaching out to the board and -- (audio distortion)

11   to inquire about economic input.

12            First of all, as everyone knows, when a

13   bill does go through the legislative process, it

14   goes through an appropriations committee on both

15   the assembly side and the senate side, which is

16   fully responsible for looking at the economic

17   impacts, and those were looked at.

18            But we also -- and passed both the

19   state -- or the senate and the assembly side even

20   after looking at the economic impacts on the

21   fairgrounds' revenue.

22            We also have to take into consideration

23   the economic impacts that the State of California

24   incurs in regards to gun violence, which is --

25   costs California $81 billion a year, based on the
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 1   last Giffords report that was submitted to the

 2   U.S. House of Representatives National Report on

 3   the cost of gun violence throughout the country.

 4            $81 billion that California spends on gun

 5   violence each year is a much bigger issue than the

 6   lost revenue at the OC Fairgrounds, which I feel

 7   fully confident with the fairgrounds staff that

 8   that revenue will be recouped with even better and

 9   more exciting events that the whole community can

10   enjoy.

11            Also, I had a concern in that -- and I

12   think Dave Min -- Senator Min discussed this --

13   that Senator Min's campaign was fully transparent

14   in what he ran on, the platform of removing gun

15   shows at state-owned property.

16            And he and -- or Assemblywoman Cottie

17   Petrie-Norris both won their campaigns, and the

18   people have elected those representatives in order

19   to move forward on this initiative.

20            Now, as has been explained in another

21   state, AB893 was signed into law ending gun shows

22   in Del Mar, and then SB281 was actually to end gun

23   shows at Cal Palos Fairgrounds.

24            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay, Julia.  That is

25   time.  Thank you.
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 1            Next up, we have Susan Lew.

 2            Susan, when you're ready.

 3            MS. LEW:  Hi.  Good morning, everyone.

 4   Okay.  I heard an echo.

 5            I wanted to thank the Fair board for

 6   discussing this and allowing public comment.

 7            To the comment that taking away gun shows

 8   takes away from safety education, that is a

 9   disingenuous argument.  Gun safety can be taught in

10   community events like the Family Night Out that

11   every city hosts in August each year.

12            This is where families learn about fire

13   safety, earthquake safety, car seat safety, road

14   safety; and firearm safety can be added to events

15   like that without also promoting the sale of deadly

16   weapons and promoting the sale of the items that

17   specifically can harm children in their homes

18   accidentally.

19            I really urge the Fair board to reconsider

20   sending this letter expressing disdain for the law

21   that has been passed by the state legislature and

22   that was introduced by an elected official and that

23   has wide community support.

24            We all care so much about public safety,

25   and gun shows may have been something that we've
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 1   done forever, but we -- that doesn't mean that we

 2   have to continue them.

 3            It's been shown that guns in the

 4   community -- the more guns in the community, the

 5   more gun deaths.  And as a public health

 6   professional, I view this as a public health

 7   problem.

 8            And the OC Fair board, as a community -- a

 9   set of community leaders should care more about

10   public health than finances.

11            Thank you very much.

12            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.

13            Next up we have Piper Benom, B-E-N-O-M.

14            MS. BENOM:  Hi.  Good morning.  I am an

15   Orange County resident, and I strongly support the

16   ban on gun shows at the fairground.  The loss of

17   revenue from gun shows is not critical to the

18   Orange County Fair.

19            When Del Mar Fairground ended their gun

20   shows, they developed a strategic plan to replace

21   that lost revenue, and I think that Orange County

22   should do the same.

23            Orange County voted for Senator Min based

24   on his promise to introduce this legislation.  This

25   is what the voters wanted and the taxpayers wanted.
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 1            I just am urging the board to follow the

 2   spirit of SB264, which passed through the State

 3   legislature with overwhelming and broad support.

 4            Approving gun shows for 2022 or beyond

 5   goes against the spirit of SB264 and directly

 6   against the will of the voters and the families and

 7   the communities that you serve.  Thank you.

 8            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you, Piper.

 9            Next up we have Gary Levy or Levy.

10            MR. LEVY:  It's Gary Levy, L-E-V-Y.  Thank

11   you for taking me, ma'am.

12            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Go right ahead.

13            MR. LEVY:  I'd like to express my support

14   for this board to send a letter to the governor

15   saying that they support gun shows in California

16   and they reject this Senate Bill 264.

17            A lot of lies are told about guns and gun

18   ownership:  One, no guns are obtained at a gun

19   show.  It just doesn't happen.  It's just a big lie

20   that's been promulgated.

21            The lies about the causes of violence in

22   mass shootings -- okay.  They didn't get them at

23   gun shows.  These are criminals.

24            Gun owners -- lawful gun owners are not

25   the cause of violence in this society.
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 1            We had Senator Min and Ms. Sharp talk

 2   about well-documented cases and major contributors

 3   that obtain these implements of destruction at a

 4   gun store.

 5            Well, my question is this:  They provided

 6   no facts.  Where are the prosecutions for these

 7   well-documented violations at these gun stores?

 8            The second thing I'd like to talk about is

 9   restraint of trade.  Most of these booths and

10   businesses at small -- at gun shows are small

11   businesses.

12            My first job was at the Orange County

13   Fairgrounds.  It wasn't at the gun show, but it was

14   another event that promulgated small businesses.

15            But not only firearms are -- not all

16   businesses are firearms-related.  There's a lot of

17   hunting, fishing, outdoors, even photography

18   businesses that participate in these gun shows.

19            The other thing I'd like to say is it

20   represents a culture of like-minded people, and it

21   violates the First Amendment if you try to cancel

22   that.  There is something called freedom of

23   association.  It's part of the First Amendment.

24            I grew up in Orange County, and, again, a

25   lot of these businesses that go to gun shows are
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 1   garage businesses.  They start in people's garages.

 2            I think this is a punishment for

 3   Orange County.  It's another carve-out where

 4   they're singling out Orange County just like they

 5   singled out Huntington Beach and they singled out

 6   Orange County beaches and stuff for the pandemic

 7   because the governor does not like Orange County.

 8   It would not fly if it was a statewide ban at all

 9   fairgrounds.

10            I think you stated your intent on what the

11   board -- what this board is supposed to do:  It's

12   supposed to promulgate communities and culture in

13   Orange County, and this is part of the community

14   and culture of Orange County, and it should be

15   allowed to continue at the Orange County

16   Fairgrounds.  Thank you.

17            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you.

18            Next up we have Jim Cairns.  Jim, when

19   you're ready, if you are still on the line.

20            (No response.)

21            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  One last call for Jim.

22            (No response.)

23            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Next up, we have William

24   Ortiz.

25            William, when you're ready.
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 1            MR. ORTIZ:  Thank you for the opportunity

 2   to speak.

 3            I just would like to express my support

 4   for the board to send out a letter to the governor

 5   to ask him to veto these -- a bill.  I have

 6   personally written, as well, a request to the

 7   governor.

 8            I believe that the premise of this bill

 9   that the gun shows pose a danger to the community

10   could not be any farther from the truth.

11            I have personally attended gun shows in

12   this community.  I can attest that they're just as

13   safe as any other public event.

14            The purpose of this bill -- it just seems

15   to be interpreted that it's an attack on

16   law-abiding citizens and legal activities that are

17   actually protected by the U.S. Constitution.

18            And I do -- I understand that the board is

19   to be not -- it should be blind to what kind of

20   activity this is, but it is an activity that -- it

21   is supported by the community, and we have

22   communities that -- of like-minded attendants that

23   go to that community, and it's actually very, very

24   safe.

25            And I think the board should support the
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 1   view of those who are like-minded for sportsmanship

 2   or firearms-related events.

 3            Thank you very much.

 4            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  All right.  Thank you,

 5   William.

 6            That concludes public comment on this

 7   item.

 8            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Let's bring it back

 9   to the board for discussion.

10            Any comments from board members?

11            MR. BURTON:  Can you allow one more public

12   comment, please?  I'm sorry.

13            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Sure.  That's fine.

14   Go ahead.  And your name?

15            MR. BURTON:  My name is Pat Burton.  And

16   I'm sorry.  I didn't realize that I had to sign up

17   in advance.

18            Just good morning, and thank you for the

19   opportunity to speak when I didn't sign up in

20   advance.

21            I just wanted to say that I fully respect

22   Senator Min's right to say that gun shows are not

23   friendly for his family and it's right to not take

24   his family to gun shows, but I would completely

25   draw the line at the fact of him saying that they
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 1   are not friendly for my family.

 2            Four children, 15 grandchildren, and I see

 3   them as perfectly family-friendly events.  I think

 4   the person who spoke up -- the lady who spoke up

 5   after Senator Min spoke was correct, and the fact

 6   that that is a very subjective statement.

 7            For example, you mentioned that tonight

 8   there is a Hank Williams, Jr. concert.  And I would

 9   say that there are people out there that would say

10   that that is not a family-friendly event.  That is

11   left for families to decide.

12            So I respect Senator Min's decision for

13   his family, but I draw the line where he tries to

14   make the decision for my family.

15            Second, when the meeting began and the

16   mission of the Fair board was read, I would see

17   these gun shows as perfectly consistent with that

18   mission, and I think the past history of these gun

19   shows has demonstrated that.

20            And so I would say that this is consistent

21   with the mission of the fair.

22            And then just, lastly, also, as the lady

23   who spoke up after Senator Min spoke -- as I

24   followed this legislation through the California

25   legislature, it's been filled with his inaccurate
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 1   statements constantly, and someone called him on

 2   several inconsistencies just this morning as he

 3   spoke, with unsubstantiated facts.

 4            So as a law-abiding person who sees the

 5   value of gun shows and sees the enjoyment of gun

 6   shows and sees the constitutional protection for

 7   gun shows, I would just urge you, as a board, to

 8   contact the governor and -- in opposition to --

 9   asking him to veto this law.

10            And I would also urge you to continue to

11   contract for gun shows for those of us who see them

12   as family-friendly and see the value and the

13   enjoyment of them.

14            So thank you very much for the opportunity

15   to speak and for your consideration and your

16   potential action.  Thank you.

17            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.

18            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  One last

19   time, any other public comments?

20            (No response.)

21            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Let's bring

22   it back to the board for board discussion and

23   action.

24            Fellow board members?

25            MR. BLEK:  Excuse me, but this is Charles
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 1   Blek.  I understand we signed up for public

 2   comment.

 3            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  We don't

 4   believe we have that.

 5            MR. BLEK:  It's Mary Lee Blek and Charles

 6   Blek.

 7            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Do you have that,

 8   Summer?

 9            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  I have a James Black

10   [verbatim] on the -- that wanted to speak, but then

11   rescinded.

12            If I missed you, Charles, I apologize.

13            MR. BLEK:  No.  I came on -- this is

14   Charles Blek, B-L-E-K.  And you should also have

15   Mary Lee Blek, B-L-E-K.

16            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Apologies if I missed

17   you.

18            Charles, go ahead.

19            MR. BLEK:  Thank you.

20            I am Charles Blek.  I am a retired

21   attorney.  I'm past president of Brady

22   Orange County and currently an active board member.

23            I had the privilege of offering testimony

24   at the public safety committees of our state senate

25   and assembly in support of SB264.
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 1            I am a long-time resident of Orange County

 2   and have been involved in this advocacy for better

 3   than 25 years.  In that time, I have witnessed a

 4   real change in the philosophy of our county.

 5            In regards to this item, the prohibition

 6   of gun shows at the Orange County fairgrounds, it

 7   would appear that the focus has shifted from when I

 8   last spoke to you ten days ago with a current

 9   emphasis on money.

10            With that in mind, please note that guns

11   and gun violence are costing the State of

12   California 14 billion, at $14 billion annually.

13   Why in the world should our state promote and

14   facilitate the sale of guns, either actual or

15   ghosts?

16            The Orange County Fairgrounds should never

17   again host any gun show, period.

18            Thank you for your consideration.

19            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Is there one more

20   speaker, I believe?

21            MS. BLEK:  I will speak -- I will speak

22   later on the -- discuss of -- the vote to approve,

23   preapprove gun contracts for gun shows.  I'll do it

24   later.

25            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.
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 1            One last time, any other public comments?

 2            (No response.)

 3            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Let's bring

 4   it back to the board for board discussion.

 5            Board comments?

 6            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yeah, Chair.  This is

 7   Director Ruiz.

 8            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Go ahead, Robert.

 9            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  You know, I want to thank

10   all the speakers who came to speak this morning,

11   whether they're for the show or not for the show.

12            There's a lot of unanswered questions here

13   as far as -- you know, I know dissenters spoke

14   about the majority of the people in the district

15   wanting this gun show gone.

16            I was just wondering if there was a poll

17   taken of all the constituents and what the results

18   of this poll were or was this just his opinion.

19            The other one, this letter is just to let

20   the governor know to reconsider this, of the

21   economic impact it's going to take of the 32nd DAA.

22            And as a steward of the 32nd DAA, that's a

23   concern of mine.

24            We can sit here all day and argue what's

25   family-friendly and what isn't.  You know, we have
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 1   tattoo shows -- they're on the grounds -- that

 2   people can say:  That's not family-friendly.  Some

 3   people may consider that family-friendly.  I don't

 4   know.

 5            And so, you know, I don't think any of the

 6   directors here, you know, can -- would disagree

 7   that gun violence is a problem.

 8            But there's a lot of questions that are

 9   left unanswered when it comes to that.

10            So I'm in support of sending the letter

11   because I was somewhat disappointed with how the

12   process went through, how this was basically just

13   shoved down our throats.  And I was under the

14   assumption that this was going to be for all state

15   fairgrounds.

16            And I know, Director La Belle, you had

17   asked the question last meeting of why did it just

18   all of a sudden come down OC right before the bill

19   was approved.

20            So that's a question that I would like

21   answered as well.  Because, you know, there's other

22   senators who have not only one DAA, two, ten --

23   some of them have even more.  Why all of a sudden

24   this was changed and only affected us?

25            So as a steward of the 32nd DAA, this is a
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 1   huge economic impact, not only on us, but on small

 2   businesses.

 3            Someone made a comment, you know:  This is

 4   just not all about guns.  I've been to this gun

 5   show, and I've seen families having beef jerky,

 6   selling peanuts, what have you.  So that's my

 7   concern.

 8            I know I have reached out to the senator

 9   prior to this bill being approved, and I asked if

10   he could delay this bill until we, as a board, can

11   come together and come up with a solution to

12   replace the almost million dollars that we're about

13   to lose if this was to go through.

14            He said, "Okay.  Let me talk to my staff."

15            No one ever got back to me.  No one ever

16   got back to me.

17            So I'm disappointed, again, in the way

18   that the bill went through.  I still stand by

19   that -- this letter, and I just wanted to hear from

20   the other board members and see what their thoughts

21   are.

22            Thank you.

23            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you,

24   Director Ruiz.

25            Other board member comments?
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 1            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  This is

 2   Sandra Cervantes.  I attended the gun show for the

 3   first time, and I think another really important

 4   component that I saw were a lot of safeguards that

 5   have been placed for education.

 6            And as Director Rubalcava-Garcia stated,

 7   and also Director Ruiz, you know, there might be a

 8   lot of different ranges of normal on what we

 9   perceive to believe that is family-friendly or not.

10   Some people might assume that family-friendly is

11   not the rainbow flag that we have on the grounds.

12            So with that said, I think that it is also

13   very, very important that we do have a safety

14   component in place.  And I think that the gun show

15   provides this at large, and I will support as well

16   the letter.

17            DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Chair La Belle, this is

18   Director Rafiei.  If I may address everyone.  I

19   want to -- well, this is my first board meeting,

20   but it's not the first one that I've watched.  I

21   actually have gone back and watched a bunch of the

22   meetings, so I want to thank, one, all of you who

23   are on this call, not just the appointed board

24   members that I'm hoping to get to know better, but

25   the general public who's come here to speak on this
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 1   issue.

 2            I'd like to ask our CEO, Ms. Rogers --

 3   Ms. Richards -- it's my understanding that we

 4   are -- "we," as in the OC Fairgrounds, is one out

 5   of, if not the only profitable fair that the state

 6   has right now.

 7            Is that accurate information that I have?

 8            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Not entirely accurate.

 9   There are fairs that operate profitably, but there

10   are about 11 that -- well, maybe even more than

11   that at this point with COVID, that are in

12   financial trouble.

13            DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Thank you so much for

14   that clarification.

15            So when I was onboarded by this -- very

16   quickly, the most important thing that I was told

17   was:  This job is to oversee the business.  I

18   thought:  Great.  I run three successful

19   businesses, so it's something that I can contribute

20   to the board.

21            And what we've seen in the last 18 months,

22   if not longer, not just with COVID, but business

23   owners have had to get very creative.  And I think

24   it's the leadership of this board and the staff,

25   from what I've witnessed online, at least, has
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 1   allowed that to happen.

 2            But we've also seen businesses take stands

 3   on moral issues, whether it's voting rights,

 4   whether it's vaccines, whether it's access to

 5   reproductive rights.

 6            So as a business, we also need to consider

 7   the moral implications of these gun shows in our

 8   communities.

 9            I do think that to Director Ruiz's

10   question about polling, I'm actually positive that

11   there is polling done on this issue, and I'll just

12   forward it to you separately, since I know your

13   information.

14            But this is something that isn't just on

15   the fringe.  The money, the million dollars --

16   again, one of the most successful fairs before I

17   even got on this -- so I can tell you that there

18   are ways to recoup this money a zillion fold.

19            Right now, September 22nd and 23rd, in

20   Santa Rosa, there is a convention -- a trade

21   convention going on called Hall of Flowers, the

22   largest cannabis convention going on in the state,

23   making millions of dollars in revenue and not

24   killing anybody by accident, whether it is a joint

25   that gets lost and is a ghost joint somewhere?  No
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 1   one is going to get killed for it.

 2            Also, I was told that we were writing this

 3   letter to inform the governor of this loss.  I'm

 4   pretty sure that he's aware of it.  He's signed

 5   everything that he can to be supportive of this

 6   legislation.  So I don't think our job is to inform

 7   him on what's going to happen if this goes through,

 8   whether he signs it or leaves it on his desk for it

 9   to go effective.

10            And, again, the possibility of us raising

11   funds that are needed in other avenues is there.

12            Of all the speakers that spoke today, I

13   took notes.  I'm also the secretary of an

14   organization, so I take copious notes as well,

15   Michele.

16            We had five speakers -- I'm sorry, four

17   speakers supporting us sending the letter, five

18   speakers supporting the ban of the gun shows.

19            All the speakers supporting this letter

20   are men.  The perspective of women was lost on

21   this.  All the women that spoke about the fear they

22   have of these guns going rogue or the gun violence

23   in our community are the voices that I'm hearing.

24   And maybe that's the perspective that I was asked

25   to bring to this board, but that's something that I
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 1   noted here.

 2            So as a business, yes, we have to be

 3   financially responsible, but we can do so without

 4   necessarily this $1 million of income.

 5            We should be taking a position morally on

 6   issues that affect our communities, Orange County

 7   and beyond.  And it is not our responsibility to

 8   tell the CEO of the state what he already knows.

 9            So I'm not going to be supporting sending

10   a letter to the governor.

11            Thank you so much for your time.

12            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director

13   Rafiei.

14            Director Aitken?  Director Bagneris?

15   Director Kovacevich, any comments?

16            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Chair La Belle, I just

17   want to, again, echo our new director's sentiment.

18   Thank you to everyone that is weighing in on this

19   issue.  I know the minutes were not attached from

20   our meeting ten days ago, or, sorry, last Monday,

21   so I'm going to be repetitive only because I just

22   want to make sure the record is clear on why I'm

23   not going to be supporting this motion.

24            You know, I think we just had a public

25   strategic planning session, and one of the
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 1   questions and one of the things that we were

 2   talking about with our CEO and with our fellow

 3   board members are opportunities.

 4            And we talked about self-producing events,

 5   the ability to make more money when we are bringing

 6   culturally relevant, diverse events onto these

 7   fairgrounds as opposed to just renting the property

 8   to people that are going to be putting on shows

 9   where we really cannot control the content.

10            So I disagree respectfully with the letter

11   in saying that we cannot replace the income that we

12   would lose if we did not have the gun shows.  I

13   think it is actually an opportunity to do things

14   that really better reflect the values of our

15   community.

16            I also want to reiterate the point that I

17   do not think it is the role of this board -- and I

18   respect that board members have disagreed with

19   me -- that we inform the governor, who just won a

20   very successful recall election to stay in office,

21   how to do his job when he has been so consistent on

22   this issue, where he has supported other

23   fairgrounds in banning gun shows on state property.

24   I think his history has been clear.

25            And even if not, I want to make sure that
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 1   over the last couple of years that I am consistent.

 2   I agree with Director Ruiz.  I don't think we

 3   should be the arbiter of what is family-friendly

 4   and what is not family-friendly.  That is for every

 5   individual that comes to the fairgrounds to decide.

 6            But we do get to make the decision about

 7   what is consistent with our values.  And while we

 8   might disagree, I do not think this is consistent

 9   with our values, and I will not be supporting

10   writing the governor to overturn a letter for

11   legislation that has been voted on and approved by

12   both our state senator and assembly member.

13            So thank you for your time.

14            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Chair La Belle, I

15   actually have a comment.  This is Chair

16   Rubalcava-Garcia.

17            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Please, Chair, go

18   ahead.

19            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And my apologies.

20   I'm in a very noisy space.

21            So my comments are:  First, I want to

22   thank all of our board members for weighing in on

23   the topic.  I know this is a very difficult thing

24   to discuss, but I also want to highlight one thing.

25            I do disagree with some of the comments --
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 1   respectfully disagree with some of my co-board

 2   members' comments related to the fact that it's not

 3   our fiduciary duty to at least get the loss on the

 4   record for budget issues and to send this letter to

 5   the governor, regardless of whether he is aware of

 6   it.

 7            We all know his position, but let's face

 8   it, this ban is not changing -- providing any

 9   comprehensive change to gun control.  It's merely a

10   superficial way for an elected official to declare

11   victory on one of his campaign promises.

12            So I just want to remind, as a woman who

13   is basically saying, I think that we should allow

14   for these shows to continue, although that is not

15   the intention of the letter.

16            My opinion on the topic doesn't matter.  I

17   think the issue that we have before the board that

18   we need to discuss right now is primarily the focus

19   on the letter, which is sending it to the governor

20   to have it on the record, and I don't see anything

21   wrong with that.

22            So I will be voting yes to approve the

23   letter that is drafted.

24            It is not a sharply worded letter.  It is

25   not a letter threatening the governor.  I'm a
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 1   supporter of the governor.  I voted no on the

 2   recall.  I don't think that it's -- that has

 3   nothing to do with the work of the 32nd DAA.

 4            I do agree that there are other

 5   opportunities, and I love the cannabis idea.  I

 6   think that there is opportunities, especially with

 7   the City of Costa Mesa recently rolling back some

 8   of their prohibition on allowing it in the city,

 9   and there is opportunity to expand that.

10            But the issue before us today is whether

11   or not this SB- -- the bill -- I can't remember the

12   bill.  I don't have it in front of me -- whether

13   this bill, you know -- whether or not this Fair

14   Board should write a letter to the governor.

15            That's it.  It's simple, very easy.  So I

16   will be voting yes on the letter today.

17            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Chair

18   Rubalcava-Garcia, this is Director Kovacevich.

19            Could you explain further on why you think

20   it's important to get this on record with the

21   State?

22            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Absolutely.

23            So, you know, we are appointed members of

24   the -- we're the governing body.  There's two

25   distinctions that I think is really important to
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 1   make:  One, Del Mar and Cal Palos -- those boards

 2   took a position to ban gun shows, which eventually

 3   led to the -- (audio distortion).

 4            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Chair

 5   Rubalcava-Garcia, you're cutting in and out.

 6            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I'm getting no

 7   audio, Natalie.

 8            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  -- as part of

 9   this discussion.

10            But the difference is that those boards

11   took the position that they had.  Dave Min went

12   around legislation.  And I think it's important

13   from a PR -- it's a very successful (audio

14   distortion) -- sorry.  I dropped off there.

15            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  I think we've lost

16   her.

17            Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, we're not able to

18   hear what you're saying.  I don't know if you've

19   stepped into a different space.

20            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  While we're waiting

21   for that, this is Director Bagneris, and my

22   position has not changed on the letter.  I

23   appreciate the fact that it was reworked, but I

24   will not be supporting this letter.

25            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director
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 1   Bagneris.

 2            Is Director Pham on the line?

 3            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  No, he's not.

 4            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Michele, with

 5   Natalie's bad connection, do you have any color as

 6   to the importance of sort of getting the financial

 7   loss on the record with the State?

 8            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Well, you know, the

 9   gun shows have -- typically, there have been up to

10   five shows per year, per calendar year.  There have

11   been years where the revenue generated from those

12   contracts is close to a million dollars, and that

13   would include the rental fees, staffing fees,

14   equipment fees, and then, of course, the parking

15   fees and commissions on food and beverage

16   associated with the show.

17            So I can -- certainly speaking as the CEO

18   of this organization, I'm concerned anytime we

19   would lose a million dollars in revenue, take out

20   the topic altogether.  It is a loss to the

21   organization.

22            Can it be replaced?  It absolutely can be

23   replaced, but it can't be replaced overnight.  Our

24   sales team is very good at generating interest in

25   new business, and our events team is phenomenal at
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 1   servicing our events that come back year after

 2   year.

 3            So I have faith that they can replace the

 4   business, but it's not going to happen overnight.

 5   And it will definitely have an impact on our

 6   revenue stream for the year, but there is demand

 7   for this property.

 8            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  And is there any --

 9   I mean, I guess is there a thought that we would be

10   able to receive funds from the State if we make

11   them aware of this loss, or what's the kind of

12   thinking behind getting this on the record?

13            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  I have not heard of

14   any support that is pending, and I would be very

15   surprised if the State, you know, offered any

16   replacement funds.

17            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Okay.  Well, this is

18   Director Kovacevich again.  I haven't given my

19   comment, but just have been listening to everybody,

20   and it's been good to hear everyone's perspective

21   on this.

22            I agree with putting the specifics around,

23   you know, people's feelings around the gun show to

24   the side.  I don't think it's relevant to what

25   we're discussing here.
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 1            I think the events have transpired.  We

 2   are in this situation.  We're debating whether or

 3   not to send this letter to the governor, and my

 4   opinion is I don't see the merit there, the fruit

 5   that this letter would yield.

 6            And I think also I'm a believer in kind of

 7   picking your battles, and I want to make sure that,

 8   you know, if there's something where we do really

 9   need the governor to support us, that we use, you

10   know, our voice at that time to hopefully get an

11   outcome that's needed; right?

12            And I think in this scenario --

13   fortunately, we're in a good financial position

14   that even with this loss -- and as a business

15   owner, I hate to see a financial loss also,

16   specifically targeted solely at our fair versus the

17   rest of the fair.  It doesn't seem fair, pun

18   intended.

19            But that said, I don't see this letter

20   resulting in recouping funds.

21            I also think that there may come a time

22   where we are in need, and I think that would be a

23   better time to submit a plea to the governor.

24            So in light of the fact that I don't see

25   much fruit bearing out of sending this letter and
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 1   potentially the opposite occurring, where, you

 2   know, the governor has demonstrated his support for

 3   signing these types of bills, you know, I wouldn't

 4   want to look like we're, you know, putting this out

 5   there.

 6            I think the letter's written really well,

 7   and I don't think it would come across that way,

 8   but just to avoid that, I'm going to take the

 9   position of voting against sending the letter at

10   this time.

11            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I believe we've

12   heard from all the directors.  Let me provide my

13   comments before we move on.

14            Between being a government employee and

15   being a government volunteer, as I am now, I've

16   been doing this for 57 years, and I've spent many

17   hours evaluating the process of how the legislative

18   process works at the state level.  The bottom line

19   is:  It is what it is.  There is now a matter on

20   the desk of Governor Newsom.  He will either sign

21   it or it will automatically go into law on the 10th

22   of October or he will veto it.

23            I agree with our new director.  I believe

24   both the dialogue we've had today as a board and

25   the dialogue we had on the 13th -- I'm sure the
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 1   governor is very aware of the economic issues that

 2   the 32nd DAA will be facing.

 3            I do have the same concern that

 4   Director Ruiz mentioned, that -- only applying to

 5   the 32nd DAA, but that's the way the process works.

 6   That's -- the legislature has spoken.  Now we just

 7   wait for the governor.

 8            I agree with Director Kovacevich.  I'm a

 9   firm believer in choosing one's battles in terms of

10   what is important.

11            I compliment the staff.  Michele, I think,

12   did a fantastic job of incorporating into the draft

13   what the board's discussion was on the 13th.

14            All of that being said, I would like to

15   entertain a motion that we table this matter.

16            Is there a --

17            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Mr. La Belle, is there

18   a reason to table this?  Or just let it pass?  We

19   either need a motion that says we're going to send

20   the letter, or I don't think we need a motion at

21   all.  I don't think we need to table it.

22            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  The option is take

23   no action at all.

24            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.

25            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  But tabling it,

�

0073

 1   that's basically no action.  So -- but it's up

 2   to -- if there's a motion to --

 3            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  This is Director

 4   Rubalcava.  I hope you can hear me at this time.

 5            But I would like to make a motion to send

 6   the letter to the governor.  And I would also like

 7   to make one comment.

 8            This letter is not going to create

 9   comprehensive change.  We're simply getting it on

10   the record.  I'm not really sure what the issue is

11   with our other board members who just don't want to

12   get it on the record, regardless of whether or not

13   the governor is aware of this.  This is part of the

14   process.

15            So I would like to make a motion to go

16   ahead and vote to send the letter.

17            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  There is a

18   motion from Chair Garcia to send the letter.

19            Is there a second?

20            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  This is

21   Sandra Cervantes.  I second.

22            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  We have a

23   motion and a second on the floor to send the

24   letter.

25            Is there any further discussion on the
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 1   part of the board?

 2            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I call for the

 3   previous question.  I think we have had plenty of

 4   discussion.

 5            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  The question

 6   has been called.  The question has been called.

 7            Summer, can you call the roll, please?

 8            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.

 9            Chair Rubalcava-Garcia.

10            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.

11            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Vice Chair La Belle.

12            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  No.

13            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Cervantes.

14            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.

15            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.

16            (No response.)

17            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.

18            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  I'm sorry.  That's a "yes"

19   for me.

20            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.

21            Director Bagneris.

22            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  No.

23            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Aitken.

24            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  No.

25            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Kovacevich.
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 1            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  No.

 2            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  And Director Rafiei.

 3            DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  No.

 4            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  The motion

 5   fails.

 6            Let's move on to Item 8F.

 7            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Okay.  8F is kind of

 8   on the same topic.  The bill, SB264, banning gun

 9   shows at the OC Fair and Events Center -- it

10   actually has an exemption in the bill that excludes

11   any rental agreements that are in place prior to

12   the bill's effective date of January 1st, and that

13   should be 2022.  My apologies for that typo.

14            The promoter of Cross-Roads of the West

15   gun shows has approached us about whether or not

16   the board would consider preapproving its rental

17   agreements for 2022.  Currently, there are five

18   dates that are on the calendar for -- our booking

19   calendar for those shows.

20            At the same time, the promoter

21   acknowledged prior conversations by the board

22   regarding those precursor firearm -- or firearm

23   precursor parts, or commonly known as ghost guns,

24   and has offered to consider eliminating those

25   exhibitors from its 2022 shows, if approved.

�

0076

 1            So the matter before the board would be

 2   whether the board would approve the gun shows those

 3   dates for 2022, which would include shows in

 4   January, March, June, August, and November of 2022.

 5            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.

 6            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  This is Director --

 7            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Go ahead, Director.

 8            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Go ahead.

 9            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  But if you'd like to

10   comment at this time, go ahead.

11            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  I was just going to ask if

12   there was any public comments as well.  I'm sorry.

13   Let's go ahead and take those first.

14            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Great.  No problem.

15   Great.  Thank you.

16            Any public comments, Summer?

17            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes, we do.  Ash Alvandi,

18   If you want to make public comment, I have you on

19   the list still, followed by Rose Ann Sharp,

20   Ira Sharp, Julia Demlow.  We'll take those first.

21            MR. ALVANDI:  Thanks, Summer.  No comment

22   at this time, but I will go ahead and put my

23   contact info in the chat if anybody would like to

24   reach out to the senator's office.

25            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you.
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 1            Rose Ann Sharp, are you ready?

 2            MS. SHARP:  Yes.  I'd like to continue

 3   with the discussion about best business practices.

 4            27 years, I dealt with contracts with

 5   entities like the Supreme Court of the

 6   United States and major international litigation

 7   law firms.  I oppose the board's efforts to

 8   circumvent the intent of SB264 by preapproving

 9   contracts with Cross-Roads up to a year in advance.

10            Here are my reasons:  There is no

11   precedence order for Cross-Roads to preauthorize

12   2022 contracts except to circumvent SB264.

13            In circumventing the intent of SB264, you

14   are basically telling the community that your power

15   overrides the power of its elected officials.

16            I am surprised that in your contract

17   negotiations, you do not have a similar clause.

18   Mr. Templeton is a convicted felon, among his

19   activities of selling guns to white South Africans

20   during the apartheid.  I believe that his, quote,

21   "We will consider" stance on ghost guns is the

22   same.

23            He knows what ghost guns are doing to

24   thwart California's gun laws, and he thinks he has

25   the power to consider whether or not to sell them.
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 1            I am appalled that you would consider a

 2   contract that would not restrict those sales.  It

 3   is your job to protect the community, and there is

 4   no doubt that those guns put our recent citizens at

 5   greater risk.

 6            In your relationship with Mr. Templeton,

 7   you are the customer, and somehow he thinks

 8   otherwise.

 9            Governor Newsom has stated that if

10   California continues to permit the sale of firearms

11   and ammunition on state-owned property, we are

12   sending a signal that we value the sale of firearms

13   above the lives of Americans.

14            There is no need for you to protect

15   Mr. Templeton's business over the lives of our

16   communities.  For too long, the NRA and

17   Mr. Templeton has said, "We are legal."

18            What are -- what they really are are

19   mercenaries sending guns into our communities just

20   like they did in South Africa.

21            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.

22            Ira Sharp, when you're ready.

23            MR. SHARP:  I have no comment at this

24   time.

25            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.
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 1            Julia Demlow, when you're ready.

 2            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Julia, are you still

 3   there?

 4            MS. DEMLOW:  Yeah.  I think I unmuted.

 5            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Go ahead.

 6            MS. DEMLOW:  Okay.  You can hear me?

 7   Perfect.

 8            I would like to reiterate Rose Ann Sharp's

 9   comments.  She has outlined pretty much what I was

10   going to say.

11            The only addition to her is to share with

12   you the fact that there has never been a precedent

13   before.  The board has never preapproved a year in

14   advance on any type of contracts like this and

15   never in regards to the gun show.

16            I haven't even seen the board yet approve

17   the November 2021 gun show contract, currently on

18   the Cross-Roads calendar, for over Thanksgiving,

19   which would have been a perfectly viable gun show

20   even prior to the SB264 law.

21            So I am asking the board not to consider

22   this offer by Bob Templeton.  I have concerns in

23   regards of setting precedent of preapproving

24   contracts for years in advance.

25            And also, I have concerns with the
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 1   good-faith effort that Bob Templeton has written to

 2   the board offering just to consider eliminating the

 3   vendor's precursor parts, when, as -- when, as we

 4   know, the majority of sales that are done at gun

 5   shows are in ghost guns, and this would be a

 6   definite reduction in his revenue if he actually

 7   eliminated those exhibitors.

 8            So I find it highly improbable that he

 9   would move forward with that.  And, therefore, I do

10   not support the board in preapproving 2022 gun

11   shows on their property.

12            Thank you.

13            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.

14            I'll call the next group of speakers:

15   Susan Lew followed by Peter Stein, Mary Blek and/or

16   Charles Blek, and Gibran Stout.

17            Susan, when you're ready.

18            MS. LEW:  Thank you.  Can you hear me?

19            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.

20            MS. LEW:  Yes.  Thank you so much.

21            I am an OC resident, a parent, and a

22   public health professional.  I think that there are

23   already too many guns in circulation in our country

24   as a whole.

25            It is both common sense and
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 1   well-established in crime research and gun violence

 2   research that more guns in circulation means more

 3   crimes and more gun deaths, such as suicide and

 4   accidents.

 5            We elected Senator Min specifically for

 6   this reason.  I will be very proud to see my county

 7   be a model in reducing guns in circulation by

 8   banning gun shows on our publicly funded

 9   fairgrounds for public health and safety reasons.

10            The voters elected Senator Min.  Please do

11   not approve any gun shows for 2022.  Doing so would

12   go against the spirit of SB264 and against the will

13   of the voters and the families and the communities

14   that you serve.

15            Thank you.

16            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.

17            Peter Stein, when you're ready.

18            MR. STEIN:  Hi.  Hello?

19            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yeah.  Go ahead.

20            MR. STEIN:  I just want to say -- I mean,

21   Julia and Rose Ann have said more or less what I

22   wanted to say better than I could say it, but I

23   just want to go on record and say that this would

24   be clearly and intentionally, given that there's no

25   precedent, circumventing the bill that was passed.
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 1   There's no question that that's the goal of this

 2   and that there's no other reason to preapprove

 3   these.

 4            And Senator Min was elected, in large

 5   part, on this and other promises.  The community

 6   supports it, and you would be doing this despite

 7   the support of the community for this ban.

 8            And I would also emphasize that I'm

 9   skeptical of the consideration to eliminate the

10   sale of ghost guns.  And if you do want to go ahead

11   and -- if you do go ahead and allow this, or if you

12   do go ahead and approve these contracts against

13   the -- not just the spirit, but in circumvention of

14   the law, that you at least do so with the

15   elimination of sale of ghost guns actually in the

16   contract rather than just having a vague

17   consideration.

18            Thank you.

19            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you, Peter.

20            Mary Blek, when you're ready.

21            MS. BLEK:  Good morning.  Can you hear me?

22            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.

23            MS. BLEK:  Okay.  My name is Mary Lee

24   Blek.  I have become involved in the gun violence

25   prevention movement since 1995 following the death
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 1   of our son, Matthew, who was shot in the summer of

 2   1994.

 3            Many of my comments have been spoken that

 4   I had in my prepared cheat sheet here, but I do

 5   want to reiterate again the strong support in our

 6   community not to have a gun show.

 7            As noted in Senator Min's letter to this

 8   board, there is clear linkage between firearm sales

 9   and gun violence, and certainly Orange County is

10   not immune.

11            As a state taxpayer, I do not want the

12   promotion and facilitation of sales of firearms,

13   ammunition, and ghost gun kits at our Orange County

14   Fairground.

15            Does it not seem incongruent to everyone

16   that we facilitate selling these items during an

17   epidemic of gun violence and then turn around and

18   pay more taxes for all the resulting carnage that

19   runs into billions in California?

20            However, as much as this is costing me

21   financially as a taxpayer, it pales in comparison

22   to the personal loss and grief in the murder of our

23   beloved son, who was shot with a handgun held in

24   the hands of a young person who was able to get a

25   gun through illegal channels.
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 1            And may I remind everyone that guns don't

 2   fall from the sky.  They begin with a legal

 3   purchase and then go into the illegal market.

 4            Unfortunately, I am not alone in this

 5   grief.  And more importantly, it is preventable.

 6   One can purchase a gun at a federally licensed gun

 7   dealer shop.  It is a very important decision to

 8   purchase a gun.  One could say it's a grave

 9   decision.

10            Research has shown that a gun in the home

11   carries significant risks of suicide, homicide, and

12   unintentional injuries.

13            Our fairgrounds should be -- and I use the

14   word "family-friendly," not where children can get

15   a free watch, a free entrance to watch dad buy a

16   gun in a carnival-like atmosphere.  Think depressed

17   teen or a curious ten-year-old.

18            Thank you for allowing me to speak.

19            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you, Mary.

20            Charles Blek, if you wanted to speak.

21            MR. BLEK:  Just a sentence, please.

22   Having enjoyed 53 years of marriage to a fantastic

23   lady, I absolutely support Mary Lee's comments in

24   all regards.

25            Thank you.
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 1            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.

 2            Gibran Stout, when you're ready.

 3            (No response.)

 4            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Gibran, are you there?

 5            MS. STOUT:  Yeah.  I'm here.  Can you hear

 6   me?

 7            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yeah.  Go ahead, Gibran.

 8            MS. STOUT:  Okay.  Sorry.  All right.

 9            While I may not agree with other

10   viewpoints, I am grateful for the First Amendment,

11   which gives everyone the right to express their

12   opinion on any and every item.

13            I know that currently it is a fact that

14   the Second Amendment protects the right to bear

15   arms.  Whether or not you like it or agree with it,

16   I think that the effort should be changing that.

17            And while I may not agree with every bill

18   or law, I do respect majority rules, and I think

19   that as long as a business and their activities are

20   in accordance with state and local laws on gun

21   control, which I do support, it is wrong for

22   Sacramento to tell the board which contracts they

23   can and cannot do business with.

24            So if the voters choose to ban gun sales

25   at all fairgrounds, so be it.

�

0086

 1            I wanted to point out, too, and let the

 2   new director know that the reason we don't have

 3   cannabis on site is because local ordinances and

 4   businesses prohibit it.  So that is one of the

 5   challenges.

 6            But currently the Cross-Roads event is

 7   legal under state and federal law.  In the current

 8   economy, it is certainly not good business to turn

 9   away any legal business.

10            And the operator has offered to amend the

11   contract to eliminate any ghost gun sales.  So I

12   think that speaks volumes.

13            An earlier speaker mentioned a woman

14   breast-feeding in the middle of the gun show.  And

15   that seems to me to be the very definition of a

16   safe, family-friendly event.

17            Additionally, as a daily user of the

18   property of the equestrian center, I am here for

19   the many, many, many events of the OCFEC.  I will

20   say that many events foster loud and unruly

21   behavior, which is often seen during car rallies

22   and concerts, as well as the fair itself.

23            However, I can honestly say that none of

24   this behavior has ever been observed during the

25   Cross-Roads event, and I usually don't even know
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 1   it's happening.

 2            You have been chosen not to support spirit

 3   of laws, but actual laws.  I urge you not to throw

 4   away nearly a million dollars of income and to buy

 5   yourselves some time and opportunity to replace

 6   that income for coming years.

 7            I urge you, please, approve the contract.

 8   It's one more year.  It buys you some time to

 9   replace that income.  That's a lot of money.

10            And I think by approving the Cross-Roads

11   contract, you send a message that local business

12   and economy recovery are the priority.  And I just

13   urge you to do that.

14            Thank you so much.

15            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.

16            For the last three speakers, Piper Benom,

17   followed by William Ortiz, and then Tiffany

18   Cheuvront, C-H-E-U-V-R-O-N-T.

19            Piper, when you're ready.

20            MS. BENOM:  Hi.  Okay.  Thank you.

21            I just want to say that preapproving

22   contracts with Cross-Roads of the West would be a

23   bold political statement.  It's in direct contrast

24   to the community that you serve.

25            Gun shows are more than a source of
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 1   revenue.  Look at the impact guns have on our

 2   society.  This board cannot in good conscience

 3   allow gun shows -- any more gun shows at the

 4   fairground.

 5            The failed recall of our governor should

 6   be a reminder to this board what our community

 7   wants and what we value.

 8            It's really simple:  More guns means more

 9   gun violence.  We don't need any more guns in

10   Orange County.  I just urge you to do the right

11   thing for our community and -- as a reflection of

12   what we have voted for.

13            Thank you.

14            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.

15            William Ortiz, when you're ready.

16            MR. ORTIZ:  Thank you for the opportunity

17   again.

18            I understand this motion is to approve a

19   schedule.  However, it seems like the conversation

20   has turned over to the banning gun shows again and

21   just on the premise that they're a danger to the

22   community, and nothing can be -- could be more

23   disingenuous and farther from the truth.

24            I personally attended gun shows in the

25   community.  I can attest they're just as safe as
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 1   any other public event, and it just seems that

 2   the -- to just not approve it would be -- would

 3   mean to be against a community of gun owners and

 4   legal gun owners and the legal activities that are

 5   protected by the U.S. constitution.

 6            The purchase of a gun is a personal

 7   choice, but it is protected for all citizens.

 8   Purchasing or fabricating a firearm for personal

 9   use is a legal activity that goes back to the

10   founding years of this country.

11            The sales of firearms and firearm parts

12   and ammunition is highly regulated in California,

13   and these laws apply no matter where the

14   transaction takes place in this state.

15            We already have laws that deal with ghost

16   guns, so-called ghost guns, that a certain number

17   must be provided and must be registered just like

18   any other guns.

19            Besides, they require a special tool and

20   knowledge to make them.  So these numbers are

21   really minimum.

22            But besides the point, the voting will

23   mean that the gun show will not be in our

24   community, which is a direct attack to law-abiding

25   citizens and businesses.
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 1            So I do support that gun shows be --

 2   continue to be allowed in the OC Fair.

 3            Thank you for the opportunity.

 4            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you.

 5            Tiffany Cheuvront, when you're ready.

 6            MS. CHEUVRONT:  Good morning.

 7            My name is Tiffany Cheuvront.  I'm with

 8   Cross-Roads of the West and also with California

 9   Rifle and Pistol Association, as their

10   representatives.

11            I'm a bit concerned this morning that the

12   people -- many of the people that I see on the call

13   are not even from Orange County.  They are actually

14   from San Diego.  They are trying to -- attempting

15   to persuade Orange County to take some of the steps

16   that were very detrimental in Del Mar.

17            And in Del Mar, they used their persuasion

18   to get that board to ban gun shows there, and it

19   was not good for the fairgrounds.  They actually

20   lost in federal court, and that -- the fairgrounds

21   had to pay the fees, not the State.

22            So when you talk about whether or not you

23   want to continue these shows, I think it's more

24   than just the $1 million in economic costs that you

25   have at stake here.  There are legal costs that

�

0091

 1   could potentially come to this board, and there is

 2   very good precedent for that in federal court.

 3            My other concern is from the comments of

 4   Ms. Sharp.  She knows full well that the promoters

 5   of this show are approved by the DOJ, had

 6   everything in order, and had all the requirements

 7   that are necessary for promoting a lawful gun show

 8   in California.

 9            She knows this, yet she keeps bringing it

10   up in hopes that you'll put -- it will put some

11   doubt into your minds about the person that you've

12   been working with for 20 years.

13            It keeps coming up about safety at these

14   gun shows.  I have to say that all of these

15   statistics that are thrown around -- you know, for

16   general people who don't understand what's going

17   on, they are concerning, but not one of those

18   statistics has anything to do with this gun show.

19            Someone mentioned that you can buy a gun

20   at a brick-and-mortar store.  That's true.  But did

21   you know that the restrictions on purchasing a

22   firearm or ammunition or prickers or parts at a gun

23   show are the same if not a little bit more rigid

24   than buying at a gun shop?  They're the same or

25   more.
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 1            And there are law enforcement there.

 2   There are security people there.  This is not a

 3   location where criminals are getting their

 4   firearms.  Not one criminal activity in

 5   Orange County is linked to the Orange County gun

 6   show, and part of that is because this board has

 7   security measures in place.  The promoters have

 8   security measures in place.  And so does the DOJ

 9   and law enforcement.  To say anything else is just

10   completely disingenuous.

11            I think it's interesting that we -- in the

12   comments that I've heard so far, we have to define

13   what "family-friendly" is based on certain

14   considerations by particular people.

15            There are many --

16            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  That is time.

17            MS. CHEUVRONT:  There are many people in

18   Orange County that consider this family-friendly,

19   and you should approve the contract.

20            Thank you.

21            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.

22            We have one more speaker, Niccolas.  When

23   you're ready.

24            NICCOLAS:  Hi.  Can you hear me?

25            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.
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 1            NICCOLAS:  All right.  Thank you.

 2            I'd just like to thank the board once more

 3   for allowing me to speak, and thank you for your

 4   time.

 5            Just briefly, I do want to voice my

 6   support for the approval, considering that, you

 7   know, we are -- you are going to be out a million

 8   dollars if and when this passes; and to be able to

 9   tide you over to the next budget year, I think, is

10   fiscally responsible for the board, to consider

11   that, you know, you have some source of revenue to

12   replace.

13            We are one of the profitable ones in the

14   state.  Why not keep it that way?  Why chalk up a

15   loss?  I mean, in any sense, I think it's good

16   business, on the terms of a business owner, and I

17   think that -- I still would love to be able to take

18   my family to an event.  And I understand all and

19   respect all the viewpoints given, and I appreciate

20   your time, and I would just like to say that vote

21   an approval of the contracts.

22            Thank you very much.

23            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  And apologies.  We have a

24   couple more people that would like to speak.

25            Jeanine Robbins, followed by Pat, if --
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 1   Pat, if you would like to speak, you would be after

 2   Jeanine Robbins.

 3            Jeanine, when you're ready.

 4            MS. ROBBINS:  Good morning.  My name is

 5   Jeanine Robbins, and as an owner of a business that

 6   has operated on the fairgrounds for 42 years now,

 7   as a small business owner, I certainly understand

 8   what it is to have the rug pulled out from under

 9   you.

10            Now, you have the gun show, and whether

11   you're pro guns or anti guns, it is composed of

12   small businesses who are doing their best to come

13   back after a year that nobody in their wildest

14   imagination could have dreamt would have happened.

15   So -- and to make up that money is not as easy as

16   some of the board members think.

17            Just for the newest board member, who I --

18   we don't know yet, you mentioned the event, I

19   believe, in Santa Rosa, the cannabis event.  This

20   Fair board has voted against any kind of cannabis

21   events.

22            And as an owner of Paradise Cigars, we

23   have sold glassware on the property for a dozen

24   years, at both the swap meet and the fair; and in

25   June of this year, they decided that we were no
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 1   longer allowed to sell that, so I have a living

 2   room full of glassware, so I do understand what

 3   it's like to have something happen unexpectedly.

 4            I think that the contracts for next year

 5   should be approved.  I think that the business

 6   owners need that time to reevaluate their

 7   businesses.  And I think that the fairgrounds does

 8   need the money.

 9            So that -- I mean, if things change on the

10   cannabis, that would be great, but I don't

11   anticipate that happening when they won't even

12   allow the sale of a pipe on the property.

13            So I sincerely doubt that we will make it

14   up in cannabis sales.

15            So -- all right.  Thank you.

16            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  All right.  Thank you,

17   Jeanine.

18            Pat, did you want to speak?  You have your

19   hand raised.

20            MR. BURTON:  Yes.  Thank you.  I just

21   wanted to say that this has been made largely about

22   the economics, and I just want to take it back to

23   the issue that it's really about.

24            Certainly you guys have an economic

25   responsibility.  Absolutely.  But taking it back to
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 1   the issue that's really at heart, and that's the

 2   rights of law-abiding people.

 3            And so I would just urge you to do the

 4   right thing and preapprove these contracts,

 5   protecting the rights of law-abiding people.

 6            Also, secondarily, I would just like to

 7   thank you for the opportunity to speak and to say

 8   that -- take advantage of this opportunity that

 9   this bill gives you to preapprove these contracts

10   so that when this clearly unconstitutional law is

11   challenged, during that time, law-abiding people

12   still have the right to exercise their rights at

13   these family-friendly, as has been established,

14   safe events of gun shows while this law can be

15   challenged, by them giving you the opportunity to

16   preapprove.

17            So once again, I would just take it back

18   to the issue at heart, and that's protecting the

19   rights of law-abiding people, please.

20            So I would urge you to take advantage of

21   this opportunity they've given you and preapprove

22   these contracts while the legality of this law can

23   be dealt with, if it is signed by the governor.

24            So thank you, once again, for the

25   opportunity to address you, and have a great day.
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 1            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you.

 2            That's all I have for public comment,

 3   unless there's any other members on the line that

 4   would like to speak.

 5            State your name now, please.

 6            (No response.)

 7            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Hearing none, Vice Chair

 8   La Belle, I turn it back over to you.

 9            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Summer.

10            Let's open it up to the board for

11   comments.

12            Board comments at this point in time or

13   questions?

14            Go ahead.  I'm sorry.  Yes.  Go ahead.

15            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Okay.  Thank you.  Thank

16   you, Vice-Chair.

17            You know, there was a lot of important and

18   good points brought up by a lot of speakers here.

19   I think this has been turned into a -- you know, by

20   the way some of the speakers -- by their comments,

21   into whether this board supports the governor,

22   whether this board supports guns.  It's not any of

23   that.

24            I think just about all of us support the

25   governor.  I support the governor.  My organization
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 1   that I belong to strongly supports the governor.

 2   As a matter of fact, we were one of his first

 3   sponsors when he first ran for office.  So it's not

 4   about any of that here.  This is about the

 5   financial impact to this 32nd DAA.

 6            You know, we can get caught up on some of

 7   these comments people are saying that we're having

 8   guns in a carnival-like atmosphere, and that's not

 9   true here.

10            The way some these comments sound is that

11   we're having a medieval gun show here, which

12   couldn't be further from the truth.  This was

13   approved by the Department of Justice.

14            As one speaker said, there are great

15   security measures.  You can't walk in here and buy

16   a gun illegally.

17            We have just two or three gun shops within

18   a 5-mile radius of our grounds, and my heart -- my

19   heart goes out to those people who spoke that they

20   lost family members.  I have lost family members,

21   uncles, nephews here in Orange County who were

22   victims of gun violence.  That's tragic.  I'm not

23   going to dispute that.

24            But this here -- the approval of this gun

25   show, I think, just got lost in people thinking
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 1   that we're having an illegal gun show, that we're

 2   selling guns during fair time.  That's the way all

 3   this was made out to sound like.

 4            And I just wanted to say that that's not

 5   true.  That's not what we're doing here.  I would

 6   be in favor of approving this for the sole reason

 7   because now I know it's going to go away, and this

 8   would buy us time, a year, at least, for us as a

 9   board to come up with another solution to replace

10   the money that we're going to lose.

11            Jeanine Robbins was right -- is right.

12   We're not going to come up with a solution

13   overnight and replace this money overnight.  If

14   cannabis it is -- if cannabis gets approved on our

15   grounds sometime down the line, sure.  Let's have

16   it.  That's fine.

17            And just -- I just wanted to say, you

18   know, again, people say:  Well, this is not a

19   family-friendly atmosphere.  I'm just going to tell

20   you one quick story.

21            My neighbors, who are Muslim, I invited

22   them.  They are good friends of mine.  I come over

23   to their house.  They come to mine.  I invited them

24   to go to the fair.  They invited their in-laws.

25            An hour into the fair, they said, "We're
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 1   going to leave."

 2            I said, "Why?"

 3            And they said, "Well, there's too much

 4   flesh being exposed and there's too much alcohol

 5   with people.  This is not family-friendly to watch,

 6   so we're going to leave."

 7            So I said, "That's fine.  I respect that,

 8   and that's too bad you see it that way."

 9            So again, what is -- what's

10   family-friendly to some may not be to others.

11            So this is not what this is about.  This

12   is about, again, the financial impact to this

13   ground, and as a steward of this ground, that

14   definitely concerns me, and I would definitely be

15   in favor of approving this, again, to buy us time

16   to come up with something else as a board that will

17   supplement this income that we're about to lose.

18            Thank you.

19            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Director La Belle, may I

20   make a comment?

21            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  Go ahead,

22   Director.

23            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yeah.  I would like

24   to -- I really appreciate what Director Ruiz said.

25   We are not only, you know, family members together,
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 1   as a fair family.  We are friends.  And I know from

 2   my heart, having been through most meetings where

 3   we agree on the direction of the fair, that it is

 4   hard when we have issues like this, where we don't

 5   agree, because I do truly believe that we all in

 6   our heart are doing what we think is the best, as

 7   stewards of the fair.

 8            And just to Mr. and Mrs. Blek, you know,

 9   my heart goes out to you, to the loss of your son.

10   That just -- that breaks my heart, and

11   congratulations on 50 years -- 53 years of

12   marriage.  My parents just celebrated 58, so you

13   are leaders not only in your community, but on that

14   issue as well, so congratulations.

15            I think this argument today has turned a

16   little bit from kind of the issue to an economic

17   argument, and so I would like to, given that I'm on

18   the record on this issue, just kind of briefly

19   address that.

20            Director La Belle and I, who have been

21   here since a time -- a time that history forgot,

22   being on the board as the longest serving board

23   members -- I remember bringing up the issue of

24   smoking during the fair time, and year one when I

25   brought up the issue, that I was with my small
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 1   children in the children's carnival and people were

 2   openly smoking all sorts of things in a kids'

 3   carnival, and that upset me, as a brand-new board

 4   member.

 5            There was a lot of push-back on that, that

 6   that's just what the fair atmosphere is like.

 7            The second year when I brought up this

 8   issue, we were able to -- I was able to get my

 9   fellow board members to agree that we were not

10   going to have smoking in the kids' carnival, one

11   small area of the fair.  And we got a tremendous

12   amount of feedback -- positive feedback on that

13   issue.

14            The third year I brought it up again.  We

15   went to nonsmoking sections at the fair, which were

16   very hard, obviously, on our staff to enforce.

17            And by the fourth year that I brought this

18   up, we ended up making the fairground a nonsmoking

19   fair.

20            And I bring this up only to say that

21   change is hard.  There were economic arguments that

22   were brought up every single year that I fought for

23   this issue because it was change, and change is

24   difficult, and change is hard.

25            But the amount of positivity and the
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 1   amount of families that wrote us letters saying

 2   they would now come to the fair or they were now

 3   excited to come back to the fair because it was

 4   nonsmoking and because we out -- you know, we

 5   banned smoking from the kids' carnival, gave us

 6   kind of the gravitas to keep moving forward.

 7            So yes, economic arguments are important,

 8   but I think it's because you are going into the

 9   unknown, not because it is going to be devastating

10   to our fair's bottom line.

11            So I just want to kind of bring in that

12   piece of history, that, yes, change is hard, but

13   sometimes change is the right thing to do.

14            Thank you very much for your time.

15            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director

16   Aitken.

17            Are there further comments from board

18   members?

19            DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  This is Director Rafiei.

20   Just a few comments to make.  I want to, again,

21   thank everyone for their work.

22            I have been watching the meetings, so I

23   kind of know where everyone's leaning on this

24   issue.

25            For me, just seeing the last discussion
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 1   that we had, where we voted to not send an

 2   unnecessary letter to the governor on this issue,

 3   would mean that by voting to put these contracts

 4   in, precedence or not, is just a political move at

 5   this point.

 6            If we are trying to not be political, this

 7   would be a hyperpolitical move to fast-forward

 8   these contracts for something that is clearly not

 9   going to be moving forward otherwise.

10            So I'm going to not support us signing

11   these contracts ahead of time.

12            As a business owner, as an entrepreneur,

13   as a job creator myself, I understand what small

14   businesses face in these uncertain times, but as a

15   small business owner, I never count my chickens

16   before they're hatched, so I'm hopeful that the

17   small businesses that are going to be participating

18   in this wouldn't be counting on this a year in

19   advance since there's no signed contracts.  And we

20   move forward from there.

21            Thanks for the opportunity.  Thank you.

22            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director

23   Rafiei.

24            I'd like to at this point ask a question

25   of Josh Caplan, if I could.
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 1            Josh, refresh my memory.  I know we've

 2   discussed this in the past.  At some point in time,

 3   ghost guns are going to be totally illegal in

 4   California.

 5            Am I correct in that understanding?  But

 6   it's still a few years off; is that correct?

 7            MR. CAPLAN:  Director La Belle, I'm not

 8   necessarily an expert on firearms law, and I would

 9   caution the use of the term "ghost guns."

10            The term "ghost guns," as far as I know,

11   is not a legal term that is used in any pending

12   legislation in California.  I think it refers to

13   "firearm precursor parts."

14            I think there is legislation that would

15   take effect in a few years, but, again, I am not

16   prepared today to be able to tell the board

17   specifically where to find that -- those bills or

18   make any specific bill citations.

19            I'm sure you're looking for more helpful

20   information, but that's all that I can provide the

21   board today.  I don't want to in any way mislead

22   the public by providing any greater level of

23   specificity.

24            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Josh.

25            With respect to that, is there any other
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 1   comments relative to this item?

 2            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.  This is Director

 3   Bagneris.  I would not like us to set a precedent

 4   to preapprove contracts.  And I know that this bill

 5   gives us that opportunity, but we don't know if the

 6   governor is going to sign or not sign.  We assume

 7   he's going to sign it.

 8            So I don't see a need to even deal with

 9   this matter at that time.  If he were not to sign

10   it and we go back and this all falls apart, that we

11   could come back and approve next year's gun show

12   contract.  I don't think we need to preapprove

13   them.

14            And I would rather see us table this item

15   until we know what the outcome of signing that bill

16   is.

17            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  This is Director

18   Kovacevich.  I agree with Director Bagneris.  I

19   think we should continue to proceed in our normal

20   course.  And obviously if this goes -- if this law

21   goes into effect, we won't be approving any gun

22   shows.

23            But I agree that we should continue to

24   proceed as we normally would and, you know, see how

25   this bill progresses at the governor's desk and go
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 1   from there.

 2            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Any further board's

 3   comments?

 4            (No response.)

 5            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Is there a motion

 6   that any board member would wish to make?

 7            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Director La Belle, I

 8   would make a motion to table this until January

 9   2022.

10            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  And I second.

11            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  We have a

12   motion on the floor to table this with a second

13   until January 2022.

14            Is there any further discussion on this

15   item?

16            (No response.)

17            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  With that, I would

18   call the question.

19            Summer, can you call the roll, please?

20            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.

21            And just for the record, Chairman

22   Rubalcava-Garcia has dropped off the Zoom.

23            So Vice Chair La Belle.

24            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  On the motion to

25   table?  Yes.
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 1            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Cervantes.

 2            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.

 3            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.

 4            (No response.)

 5            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.

 6            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Oh.  That's a no.  I vote

 7   no.

 8            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Bagneris.

 9            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes, to table.

10            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Aitken.

11            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.

12            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Kovacevich.

13            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.

14            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  And Director Rafiei.

15            DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Yes.

16            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.

17            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  This

18   concludes this item.  We'll go back to Item 8A.

19            Any member of the board like to take a

20   five-minute break or should we continue to proceed?

21   What's the pleasure of the board?

22            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Five-minute break is

23   great, yes.

24            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Five-minute

25   break, and then we'll reconvene at 11:20, give or
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 1   take a couple minutes.  And we'll begin with

 2   Item 8A at that point in time.

 3            Okay.  We're in recess now.

 4            (Recess.)

 5            (Roll was taken again after the break.)

 6            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  We're ready

 7   to go.

 8            Item 8A -- Michele, will you present the

 9   staff report on this, please?

10            MS. RICHARDS:  I will.  Absolutely.

11            This is an information item only.  As the

12   board knows, I've been keeping you all informed of

13   an initiative out of Sacramento to potentially form

14   a joint powers authority.  It is in draft form at

15   this point, but I wanted to give a little bit more

16   background and share some additional information

17   that I've learned in attending meetings.

18            As you know, the OC Fair has a board seat

19   on the California Fairs Alliance, which is made up

20   of CEOs from throughout the -- fairgrounds

21   throughout the state.

22            This effort is in response to an item that

23   was in -- from the governor that was in the current

24   budget that talked about taking the next year "to

25   transition the State's relationship with fairs" --
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 1   and I'm putting that in quotes because that was

 2   taken from the budget.

 3            So at the request of the governor's

 4   office, and with further direction from California

 5   Ag Secretary Karen Ross, a framework is being

 6   developed for a joint exercise of powers agreement

 7   to establish a California authority for fairgrounds

 8   and expositions.

 9            There is a draft proposal that goes into

10   way more detail, but we've been told that that

11   proposal is currently under review with the

12   attorneys of the California Department of Food and

13   Ag, and it has not yet been approved for release.

14   So certainly as soon as it is, I will share that

15   with the board.

16            But here are some things that have been

17   shared in recent meetings, is that the joint powers

18   authority would be governed by a board located in

19   Sacramento.  It would be comprised of 13 board

20   members, one from each of the seven geographic

21   areas that represent the current DAAs, one

22   representing small fairs, one representing medium

23   fairs, and one representing large fairs, another

24   board member that would be appointed by Secretary

25   Ross or the California Department of Food and Ag

�

0111

 1   secretary, one board member appointed by the

 2   director of the California Department of Finance,

 3   and one member from the rural county

 4   representatives of California, the RCRC.

 5            So it would be, you know, board members

 6   from those various public agencies.

 7            The primary purpose of the authority, just

 8   like all joint powers authorities, would be to

 9   develop and provide service programs and kind of

10   central administration that would represent the

11   common interests of the member fairs.

12            Such services might include, for example,

13   human resources, purchasing, procurement,

14   contracting and legal services.

15            It should be noted that the California

16   Food and Ag code currently provides that DAAs can

17   enter into joint powers agreements with the

18   approval of the California Department of Food and

19   Ag, and CDFA has been heavily involved in this

20   process and does approve the participation of DAAs

21   in that joint powers agreement.

22            While the JPA board would oversee the

23   property and the operation of the annual fairs,

24   each member fair could form a local nonprofit

25   organization that would maintain the fairgrounds
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 1   and manage its current programs, including the

 2   annual fair.

 3            Current DAA board directors could serve on

 4   those local nonprofit boards.

 5            And as it stands right now, DAA employees

 6   could either choose to maintain their status as

 7   California state civil service employees or

 8   potentially become employees of the local

 9   nonprofit.

10            So in reading this, I know it generates

11   more questions than answers at this point, and,

12   unfortunately, I don't -- I don't have answers to

13   those questions.

14            But in an effort to keep the board and the

15   public apprised of these efforts, I wanted to bring

16   that forward today and certainly remain committed

17   to providing the board any additional information

18   and happy to, you know, stay on top of that draft

19   proposal and provide that to the board when it's

20   released -- or approved for release.

21            So I'm happy to take any questions that

22   anyone might have about this from the board.

23            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.

24            Are there any public comments, Summer?

25            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  We have one, Reggie
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 1   Mundekis.

 2            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Why don't we go

 3   ahead and take the public comment, and then we'll

 4   go back to the board.

 5            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Reggie, when

 6   you're ready.

 7            MS. MUNDEKIS:  Hi.  I'm R-E-G-G-I-E,

 8   M-U-N-D-E-K-I-S.  Thank you for the opportunity to

 9   address you today.  Thank you to CEO Richards for

10   keeping us updated on this issue.  Thank you.

11            And in an effort to not make a long

12   meeting any longer, I'm just going to hit some high

13   points in my comments.  You've already received a

14   long discussion of comments.

15            One comment -- one question that came up

16   today regarding the CAFE proposal is:  Does CAFE

17   replace the current fairs and expositions branch in

18   the California Department of Food and Agriculture?

19            My second question deals with transition

20   of fair management and operations to nonprofits.

21   The annual fair is typically the largest single

22   source of revenue at a fairground, which is a DAA

23   for our discussions.

24            And if you're transitioning the largest

25   single source of revenue, you also need to
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 1   transition the current and future pension

 2   obligations and retiree health care costs to that

 3   nonprofit because if the nonprofit's getting the

 4   money, they need to take the costs that generate

 5   that money with them.

 6            If you don't do that, you are privatizing

 7   the profits and socializing the costs.

 8            Thank you.

 9            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.

10            That's all for public comment, unless

11   there are any other speakers.  If there are, please

12   state your name now, and we'll take your comment.

13            (No response.)

14            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Hearing none --

15            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Summer.

16            Are there any comments that the directors

17   would have at this time?

18            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  I just want to make one

19   point of clarification for CEO Richards.  On the

20   calls that you and I have been on, is this still

21   something that would be -- this would not be

22   mandatory?  This would be something that we would

23   have to apply for?

24            Is that your understanding of where this

25   is going?
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 1            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.  At this point,

 2   it remains completely voluntary.  I don't know if

 3   that would ever change in the future, if the state,

 4   you know, and the governor's budget did -- didn't

 5   talk about transitioning the state's relationship

 6   with fairs, but the proposal reportedly makes that

 7   decision about DAAs' involvement entirely up to

 8   local boards.

 9            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.

10            For the -- for the benefit of my fellow

11   board members, Ashleigh and I were here back when,

12   when we went through the whole private decision

13   issue, for lack of a better term, and that was an

14   effort that the board clearly took final action to

15   say we are not in, in support of anything that

16   would alter the way that we operate as a DDA

17   [verbatim].

18            And I would just add that certainly if

19   there evolves anything out of this process that

20   helps streamline our ability to do our job as a

21   caretaker of the OC Fair and Events Center, I would

22   be fully supportive of that.

23            I would not be supportive of anything that

24   just adds another layer to the bureaucracy, if you

25   will.  I think most of my fellow board members have
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 1   been through some challenges that we've had in

 2   terms of protests on RFPs, et cetera, et cetera.

 3            And, you know, while I clearly understand

 4   we are an entity of the State, there are already

 5   enough safeguards in the system that provide check

 6   and balances.

 7            Michele and her staff worked extremely

 8   hard to, you know, maximize our revenues and

 9   minimize our costs.  And, again, anything that

10   evolves out of this that would just add another

11   layer to the process, I would not be in support of.

12   But I'll just leave it at that.

13            Are there any further comments from the

14   other directors?  It's an information item, so we

15   don't -- no action's necessary.

16            (No response.)

17            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Not hearing

18   any further, I would move on to Item 8B.

19            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Okay.  On behalf of

20   the community affairs committee, we are celebrating

21   Hispanic heritage month, which started on

22   September 15th and moves to October 15th.

23            And the committee has worked with staff to

24   develop a presentation on the Hispanic community's

25   contributions to agriculture and the OC Fair and
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 1   Events Center.

 2            So, Director Ruiz, did you want to walk

 3   through that presentation, or would you like staff

 4   to do that?

 5            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  You know what?  I was

 6   going to walk through it, but if the staff could do

 7   it, that would be great.

 8            And the reason I say that, I just got my

 9   new prescription.  I have vertical heterophoria --

10   I can't say that word -- I'm trying to say that

11   word.  So the reading part on my glasses is -- the

12   words overlap.

13            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Oh, no.

14            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  So I would be skipping

15   some words.  So I have to go back and get that

16   corrected.

17            So if the staff would do me the honor,

18   that would be great.

19            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  You bet.

20            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  But I saw the

21   presentation, and it's a great presentation.  It's

22   always -- Michele, you and the staff did an amazing

23   job, and I want to thank you for putting this

24   forward.

25            And I want to thank the Chair,
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 1   Rubalcava-Garcia, for bringing this forward as well

 2   to celebrate this and make the presentation before

 3   the board and the audience on that.

 4            So, again, I'm proud that this is on

 5   there, and I wanted to do it along with Chair

 6   Cervantes, because I know we both got appointed at

 7   the same time, seven years ago, I think, and this

 8   presentation is a great presentation.  It gives

 9   recognition to great leaders within the Latino

10   community.

11            And if you could do me the honor and go

12   through this, I would greatly appreciate it.

13            Thank you.

14            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  I would be honored to

15   do that.

16            So this month and through October 15th,

17   the community affairs committee would like to

18   highlight national Hispanic heritage month and the

19   many contributions of the Hispanic community to

20   Orange County.

21            Hispanic heritage month is observed from

22   September 15th through October 15th, and it

23   celebrates the contributions of people whose

24   ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean,

25   Central America, and South America.
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 1            Now, the celebration started as Hispanic

 2   heritage week in 1968 by then-President Lyndon

 3   Johnson, and it was expanded to a full month in

 4   1988 by then-President Ronald Reagan.

 5            Some people may wonder why Hispanic

 6   heritage month is split between September and

 7   October.  Well, that's because several significant

 8   dates during that 30-day period, from mid-September

 9   to mid-October -- that are important to the

10   Hispanic community, their heritage and culture.

11            So starting with September 15th, that is

12   Independence Day in Costa Rica, El Salvador,

13   Honduras, and Nicaragua.

14            September 16th is Mexican Independence

15   Day.

16            September 18th is when Chile celebrates

17   its independence.

18            And October 12th is Día de la Raza, a

19   holiday celebrating the heritage and cultural

20   diversity of Latin America.

21            Now, did you know the difference between

22   the term "Hispanic" and "Latina," "Latino," or

23   "Latinx"?

24            They are often used interchangeably, but

25   "Hispanic" refers to a person who is from or a
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 1   descendant of someone who is from a

 2   Spanish-speaking country.

 3            "Latino," "Latina," or "Latinx" refers to

 4   a person who is from or a descendant of someone who

 5   is from a country in Latin America.

 6            Nationally, Hispanic population has grown

 7   from 50 million in 2010 to 62 million in 2020.

 8   California has the highest Hispanic population of

 9   any state in the past ten years, and the state's

10   population -- Hispanic population grew by

11   11 percent.

12            Hispanics comprise 36 percent of

13   Orange County's population, and that's 39 percent

14   statewide, and are expected to comprise 43 percent

15   by 2060.

16            The high school graduation rate amongst OC

17   Hispanics is high, 87-and-a-half percent, and

18   that's up from 86 percent just a year ago.

19            42 percent of California Hispanics own

20   their own homes, and the median household income

21   for Orange County Hispanics is over $75,000.

22            Now, while 36 percent of Hispanic business

23   owners said their community was hit particularly

24   hard in the past 18 months, 60 percent say that

25   during the pandemic, they have volunteered to help
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 1   their local community.

 2            Hispanic heritage and culture is rich in

 3   Orange County, and it started centuries ago when

 4   families like the Yorba and Peralta families first

 5   settled here from Mexico.

 6            There was a huge demand for farm labor

 7   during World War II, and in response, the U.S. and

 8   Mexico entered into an agreement to create a guest

 9   worker program officially called the Emergency Farm

10   Labor Agreement, or more commonly known as the

11   Bracero program.

12            This program brought nearly 70,000 men

13   from Mexico to work legally in Orange County

14   between 1942 and 1964, and many became citizens in

15   Orange County in the late 1960s.

16            Even as late as 1947, California schools

17   were still segregated.  Gonzalo Mendez and four

18   other fathers filed a federal civil rights lawsuit

19   in Mendez versus Westminster.

20            That preceded the landmark 1954 U.S.

21   Supreme Court decision in Brown versus the Board of

22   Education that ended segregation in the U.S.

23            The Hispanic community is thriving in

24   Orange County.  Today Hispanics hold leadership

25   positions in every sector of the Orange County
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 1   community, including business, industry, education,

 2   government, the arts, and nonprofit work.

 3            Hispanic leadership in government is

 4   strong representing Orange County, starting with

 5   U.S. Senator from California, Alex Padilla, and

 6   U.S. Congress Members Linda Sanchez and Lou Correa,

 7   both representing California.

 8            And from the California legislature,

 9   representing Orange County, is State Senator Bob

10   Archuleta and State Assemblywoman Sharon

11   Quirk-Silva.

12            The Hispanic community celebrates many

13   accomplished leaders, including Marcelo Rios, CEO

14   of Human Options; Reuben Franco, CEO of OC Hispanic

15   Chamber; Richard Porras, VP of External Affairs for

16   AT&T; Gustavo Arellano, journalist for the

17   Los Angeles Times.

18            There is America Brocko, CEO of the Latino

19   Health Access, and Al Mijares, Superintendent of

20   Orange County Department of Education.

21            And then, of course, the Hispanic

22   community is well represented on the OC Fair and

23   Events Center board of directors with Chair

24   Natalie Rubalcava-Garcia, Director

25   Sandra Cervantes, and Director Robert Ruiz.
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 1            In agriculture, Michael Flores is the

 2   Deputy Agriculture Secretary under Karen Ross.

 3            Mike Lopez is the President of the

 4   Orange County Farm Bureau Board of Directors.

 5            And, of course, we would be remiss in not

 6   honoring Cesar Chavez, founder of the United Farm

 7   Workers Association, who worked tirelessly to

 8   improve conditions for farm workers throughout

 9   California and the nation.

10            So how can we celebrate Hispanic heritage

11   month?  Well, here are some fun ideas:  You can

12   support a Hispanic or Latinx-owned business.

13            You can make a special playlist of

14   Hispanic artists.

15            You can visit a museum highlighting Latinx

16   or Hispanic culture.

17            You can learn about Mexican Independence

18   Day or read books by Hispanic and Latinx authors.

19            You can hold your own Spanish-language

20   film festival.

21            You can enjoy a classic Latin American

22   dinner or attend a Hispanic heritage month

23   celebration in your own city.

24            So that concludes our presentation of

25   national Hispanic heritage month.
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 1            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Thank you so much,

 2   Michele.

 3            This is Director Sandra Cervantes, and I

 4   would like to make a quick comment.  I am an

 5   immigrant from Mexico City, and I really feel and

 6   believe that with my work in real estate and

 7   translating and negotiating for my parents' first

 8   home when I was nine years old allowed me to go

 9   ahead and just feel how important it is to be a

10   homeowner.

11            And I believe Latinos are the future of

12   the housing industry.  According to the Urban

13   Institute, 70 percent of homeownership growth over

14   the next 20 years will come from Latinos.

15   Homeownership really drastically improves a

16   household's ability to build wealth in that pride

17   of ownership that I was able to share with my

18   parents.

19            And thank you so much for celebrating

20   Hispanic homeownership month and also Hispanic

21   pride month as well.  Thank you.

22            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you,

23   Director Cervantes.

24            Go ahead.

25            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  This is Director Ruiz, and
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 1   I wanted to thank the staff for a great job.  My

 2   dad immigrated to this country as a 17-year-old,

 3   and later on he became a farm worker as well.

 4            So this covered it -- pretty much covered

 5   the history of that.  And I just wanted to thank,

 6   again, the staff for a great job, a great

 7   presentation, and thank you.

 8            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  This is

 9   Director Cervantes again, and I wanted to thank

10   you, Director Ruiz, and -- for building this and

11   putting this together with our Chair, Director

12   Rubalcava-Garcia, in celebrating a lot of the

13   wealth that we have with the different

14   celebrations.

15            So national Hispanic heritage month and so

16   many others that we have been celebrating in a way

17   that empowers us and allows us to communicate with

18   each other and be curious to go ahead and engage

19   and learn from each other and have nowhere to go

20   but up, since we're a melting pot of just good

21   stuff.

22            So thank you again for the work that you

23   and Nick Kovacevich did.  Thank you again.

24            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Sandra.

25            Thank you, Robert.  It was an excellent
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 1   presentation and very informative.  Thank you again

 2   so much.

 3            Okay.  The next item I believe we are

 4   ready for is Item 8C.  That is an update on the

 5   2021 fair.

 6            Michele?

 7            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Absolutely.  Yes.  And

 8   we will keep this brief.  It was a time for fun,

 9   during the fair, and now is a time to celebrate.

10   So how did we fare?

11            Well, let's start off with reviewing what

12   our goals were.  You know that the board and staff

13   went on a nearly year-long journey together with

14   many twists and turns to plan a safe and healthy

15   fair, and these are the important goals that we

16   outlined along the way.

17            Number one, we wanted to limit our daily

18   ticket sales to control capacity, so we set a goal

19   of 75,000 -- or, sorry, 75 percent of our normal

20   daily attendance.  So the goal was 45,000 tickets

21   per day.

22            We wanted to create an exceptional guest

23   experience measured by our survey results.  We

24   wanted to achieve a 3.5 rating or higher in our

25   guest survey categories, and I'll share the results
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 1   of that with you in a few minutes.

 2            We wanted to minimize the impact of the

 3   fair in surrounding neighborhoods, and we measured

 4   that by neighbor feedback, and it was very, very

 5   positive.

 6            We wanted to produce a 2021 OC Fair that

 7   was safe and healthy.  And as the board knows, we

 8   worked very, very closely with the Orange County

 9   Health Care Agency, the California Department of

10   Public Health, and, of course, adhering to CDC

11   guidelines.

12            And we wanted to make sure that this

13   year's fair was profitable and either met or

14   exceeded our budget goals.  So I'll review the

15   results about all of that.

16            What was different about this fair?

17            Well, there were a lot of differences.

18   First and foremost is that our guests purchased

19   their tickets online in advance of the fair, and

20   that was a long time in coming, trying to get away

21   from the on-site ticket booth sales and to coax our

22   guests into purchasing online, and they absolutely

23   did that.  The pandemic certainly taught our guests

24   that they needed to purchase their tickets that

25   way.
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 1            We had, indeed, reduced daily capacity,

 2   which created more elbow room, although at times,

 3   we felt like all 45,000 people were on site all at

 4   one time because people came and stayed for hours

 5   and hours.  The length of stay was much greater

 6   this year than it had been in previous years.

 7            We had some programming changes.  We did

 8   not activate the action sports arena with shows for

 9   two reasons:  We needed to use that for

10   back-of-house operations to provide more on-site

11   parking for our guests, but also that the typical

12   shows that we have had in the past in the action

13   sports arena were loss leaders.  They were not

14   profitable, and we just couldn't afford to take

15   those on this year.

16            We extended our Pacific amphitheater

17   schedule.  Because of artists' schedules and

18   wanting to push a little bit later in the summer,

19   our Pacific amphitheater series did not get started

20   until we were well into fair and has continued

21   throughout August and September.  Our last show is

22   tonight in the Pacific amphitheater.

23            And we held a virtual junior livestock

24   auction, and that's because working with our 4H and

25   FFA programs, they were already far down the line,
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 1   and it was just too late for them to be able to do

 2   an on-site show, so we did that virtually with very

 3   good success.

 4            We had some layout changes, which our

 5   guests loved.  We moved the pig races out of the

 6   livestock area and put them front and center in

 7   Park Plaza.  People loved it.

 8            We reprogrammed Plaza Pacifica to include

 9   the hypnotist, and we introduced dueling pianos,

10   which was very popular with our guests.

11            And we didn't do the kids explorium tent,

12   but we moved the kids programming into the OC

13   Promenade with a wonderful exhibit on the national

14   parks, and families just really, really loved it.

15            During the lead-up to the fair, as we were

16   making our preparations, we applied for and

17   received the GBAC Star Facility certification

18   through the global bio risk advisory council, which

19   deemed our enhanced cleaning and sanitation

20   procedures top notch, so we were very proud of that

21   designation.

22            Our contactless transactions started in

23   the parking lot through people paying through

24   electronic devices right in the parking lot.  And

25   for those of you that came through the gate, you
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 1   know how wonderful our new gate security screening

 2   system was, absolutely touchless, and it put people

 3   through the gate flawlessly and quickly.

 4            Our guests had a lot of great things to

 5   say about the fair.  We sent out a daily survey to

 6   all who purchased tickets to the OC Fair.

 7            Remember that 3.5 goal that we set?  Well,

 8   we exceeded it in every category:  Overall

 9   enjoyment, 4.2; overall experience, 4.1; overall

10   value, 3.6.

11            Over 1,200,000 video views on our social

12   media platforms.  Our social media platforms --

13   Twitter, Instagram, Facebook -- were very, very

14   active.  We added TikTok this year as well, and you

15   can see the results of that:  Almost 1.6 million

16   total engagements on social media, and that's a

17   23.2 percent increase over the last fair in 2019.

18            Because our guests purchased their tickets

19   online, we were able to capture all of that

20   customer contact data, and our e-mail database list

21   grew by 73 percent.  We added 238,000 new contacts

22   to that list.

23            And we're very proud that our guest

24   comments were overwhelmingly positive.  Complaints

25   were down 75 percent.  So in a normal year, we'll
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 1   get well over 100 written comments.  These are

 2   guests who are on site that stop by our guest

 3   services booth and write a written comment.

 4            We had 42 this year compared to a typical,

 5   you know, 160, 170 comments.  So we're also very

 6   proud of that.

 7            We received a posting on one of our social

 8   media sites that I wanted to read quickly because I

 9   think it really sums up what a great atmosphere the

10   fair -- and what a great experience it provided.

11            This is from a guest named Jessica.  She

12   says:

13                 "Thank you," with many exclamation

14            points, "to the directors and staff who

15            put the fair together and the many

16            workers at the fair," more exclamation

17            points.

18                 "I'm from San Diego and make it my

19            mission to always attend the OC Fair.

20            This is my fifth coming, and it never

21            disappoints.  I have brought many

22            friends and family, and they love it as

23            well.

24                 "Keep up the amazing work that you

25            do, and thank you for keeping it clean
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 1            and just being on top of it.  Can't

 2            wait until next year.  You guys stay

 3            safe, and God bless, from Jessica."

 4            I just wanted to share that one example.

 5            So let's look at the numbers.  Well, our

 6   attendance was 1,055,770.

 7            Our OC Fair guest demographic very closely

 8   matched the greater OC Fair -- or Orange County

 9   demographic, and that's really important to us

10   because we want to make sure that the fair is

11   accessible to all in our community and that we're

12   reaching everyone.

13            16 out of our 23 days were sold out.  We

14   reached our maximum ticket sales of 45,000.

15            Almost 10,000 competitive entries were

16   submitted by members of the community in lots of

17   categories:  Quilts and baked goods and beautiful

18   woodworking.  We gave out over 4,500 ribbons and

19   awards, and there were 74 best-of-show awards.

20            If you look at that top photo, you'll see

21   Director Aitken and Chair Rubalcava-Garcia helping

22   us give out those 74 best-of-show awards, so that

23   was great fun during the fair.

24            Over 2.5 million carnival rides --

25   individual rides were enjoyed by guests.
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 1            We had 20 sold-out shows in the hangar,

 2   nine sold-out shows in the Pacific amphitheater.

 3   There were 338 community entertainment performers

 4   right -- from right here in Orange County who

 5   performed on three stages.

 6            155 small business merchants and

 7   concessionaires came together to help put on the

 8   fair.

 9            And we want to highlight our recycling

10   efforts.  They were strong this year.  6,300 pounds

11   of plastic was recycled; 600 pounds of glass;

12   800 pounds of aluminum; 66,000 pounds of cardboard;

13   and over 6,000 gallons of cooking oil were recycled

14   as a result of the fair.

15            So what were the numbers?  Well, they were

16   very good.  Let me explain this chart real quick.

17            If you look on the right-hand side, you'll

18   see the revenue and expense numbers from the 2019

19   fair.  The numbers in the middle column are

20   preliminary numbers from the 2021 OC Fair.

21            I say "preliminary" because our Pacific

22   amphitheater season -- concert season went past the

23   fair into the end of August and September, and so

24   that $35.2 million number will go up as a result.

25            But if you look at the comparison, full
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 1   fair with -- approaching 1.4 million people in 2019

 2   generated revenue of 36.5 million, but our fair

 3   with 45,000 people per day, with limited capacity,

 4   generated 35.2 million in revenue.  People came to

 5   the fair, and they spent generously, and we're very

 6   grateful for that.

 7            Our labor expenses, you can see, went way

 8   down compared to 2019.  A smaller fair, a

 9   controlled fair with controlled attendance doesn't

10   need as many employees.

11            And we too had our challenges with hiring

12   people as well.

13            Our nonlabor expenses -- the staff did a

14   phenomenal job of managing expenses.  In 2019,

15   14.8 million in nonlabor expenses compared with

16   8.7 million in 2021.

17            So the bottom line, results were -- in

18   2019 with a full fair, unlimited attendance, our

19   net proceeds were 14.5 million compared to

20   preliminary net proceeds from the 2021 fair of

21   22 million.

22            So we have some analysis to do and some

23   recommendations, but primarily, what did we learn

24   from this year's fair?

25            Well, we did learn that our guests will
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 1   purchase tickets ahead of time online, and I think

 2   they will continue to do that in the future.

 3            We learned that limited capacity creates

 4   huge demand for the fair.

 5            We also learned that a carefully produced

 6   fair with limited capacity can actually be more

 7   profitable than unlimited attendance.

 8            We also learned that increasingly more

 9   attendance every year is not a metric that we want

10   to chase anymore.  The goal of putting more and

11   more and more people on this property in those 23

12   days is not necessarily the direction we should

13   take.

14            And, finally, not something new that we

15   learned, but certainly something that we confirmed

16   is that our community loves the OC Fair.

17            So that concludes our presentation, but

18   we're happy to take any questions the board might

19   have.

20            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.

21            Any questions or comments from the board?

22            DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  This is Director

23   Kovacevich.  I'll make a comment.

24            Again, congratulate Michele and the staff

25   on a fantastic fair.  And this presentation was
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 1   phenomenal, and you can kind of see here in a quick

 2   snapshot just the results of all of your hard work

 3   and how it truly paid off this year.

 4            So, again, congratulations, and thank you.

 5            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Thank you.

 6            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  This is Director

 7   Bagneris.  The financial monitoring and audit

 8   committee met a week ago Friday, and when I first

 9   saw these numbers of how the fair did compared to

10   2019, I almost fell out of my seat.  That was an

11   incredible, incredible fair.

12            I didn't think I was going to be able to

13   make the fair this year.  I was with my new

14   grandson in Houston, and I ended up coming back

15   early, and I am so glad I did.

16            I thoroughly enjoyed the fair.  There was

17   room to move around, and I'm like you, Michele.  I

18   think a couple of nights, I think all 45,000 showed

19   up at the same time.  And I think they probably

20   left and came back.

21            So just an outstanding job to every member

22   of our staff, our executive staff, as well as every

23   employee.

24            I did attend the employee appreciation

25   event after the fair, and it's just incredible, how
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 1   our workers have been with us for 30 years or more,

 2   just an incredible job.

 3            The talent that we have on our staff, the

 4   creativity that we have -- I always learn something

 5   new when I come.  You would not have known we were

 6   in the midst of a pandemic at the fair this year.

 7            So I want to thank everyone, and I'm

 8   looking for many more years of fairs in

 9   Orange County.

10            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director

11   Bagneris.

12            Any further comments?

13            (No response.)

14            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I would just ditto

15   what Nick and Barbara have said.  The presentation

16   was excellent.  And the fact that we're looking at,

17   give or take, 22 million versus 14 million really

18   emphasizes the fact that more is not necessarily

19   better.

20            And also what that does, it translates

21   into us being able to address all of the attendant

22   traffic and parking issues and the storage issues

23   on site.  As Barbara knows, that's kind of a

24   continuing issue that we need to address over the

25   long term.
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 1            So, again, kudos to staff.  Each and every

 2   one of you did a fantastic job.

 3            And if there are no further comments,

 4   we'll move on to the next item.

 5            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Vice Chair La Belle,

 6   this is the item to appoint a chair and vice-chair

 7   nominating committee.

 8            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.

 9            In consultation with Chair

10   Rubalcava-Garcia, we're appointing to -- former

11   Chairperson Bagneris and Former Chairperson Aitken

12   to the nominating committee.

13            Okay.  Next item, 8E.

14            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.  These are our

15   committee reports.

16            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.

17            Starting with the leadership committee,

18   pursuant to board policy, Natalie and I met prior

19   to the start of the fair with our security

20   director, UFA, and all of the attendant public

21   safety entities just to get a briefing on what we

22   were doing in preparation for the fair.

23            That would be the Costa Mesa PD; fire;

24   Orange County sheriff; our medic team in

25   attendance.
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 1            In addition to Natalie and I was CEO

 2   Michele Richards and COO Ken Karns.  We were all in

 3   attendance.

 4            Nick did a fantastic job.  We had a really

 5   good handle on what the security was going to be

 6   for the fair.

 7            Also, consistent with board policy,

 8   roughly midterm during the fair, Natalie and I,

 9   again, met with, at this time, Michele and Ken and

10   Nick and the executive staff from the Orange County

11   Sheriff's Department, who gave us an update on what

12   was occurring, and both of those meetings were very

13   positive.

14            I have nothing further on that.  I'd like

15   to turn it over to the financial monitoring

16   committee.  That would be -- I don't believe

17   Director Pham is on the meeting, so, Barbara, do

18   you have anything you'd like to add to what was

19   presented in terms of the budget?

20            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.  I'll just make a

21   few comments.

22            Director Pham was not able to be here

23   today, our chair, but we did have our regular

24   meeting on Friday, the 17th.

25            Just for our new director's benefit, the
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 1   committee monitors the organization's financial

 2   position and ensures financial controls are in

 3   place.  We focus on monthly financial oversight;

 4   the annual budget review; the annual audit process.

 5            Special projects, right now, the 2020

 6   financial audit.  As you know, we did produce a

 7   larger fair, as you just saw, than originally

 8   budgeted, and we did extremely well, as you just

 9   saw, so I don't need to go back over any of those

10   numbers.

11            I will say that as of August 31st, 2021,

12   our cash in investments are 62.3 million, which is

13   an increase of 16.8 million over August of 2020.

14   And I want to always keep mentioning these numbers

15   because it's amazing to me the growth that we've

16   seen at this fair even in the midst of a pandemic.

17            I will also say that we are forecasting

18   the year-end net proceeds of 12.7 million, which is

19   a $24.5 million improvement on the $11.8 million

20   loss that we projected originally in the 2021

21   budget.

22            The committee did receive an update from

23   staff on the status of the 2020 financial audit.

24   The team of Lasso and Lungert [phonetic] is now on

25   site and conducting an audit, which is expected to
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 1   be completed before the end of the year.

 2            Our next committee meeting will be

 3   October 22nd, and if there are any questions, I'd

 4   be happy to answer them, or Michele.

 5            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director

 6   Bagneris.

 7            Let me back up a quick second.  Were there

 8   any public comments on the governance reports that

 9   I should have called on beforehand?

10            Summer, any --

11            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  No.  I have two public

12   comments for committees, Reggie Mundekis on the

13   committees, and then Gibran Stout for the

14   facilities committee.

15            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Why don't we

16   go ahead and complete the reports, then, and we'll

17   circle back to the public comments at that time.

18            Facilities committee -- we have a report

19   there.  I believe Director Aitken is the chair of

20   that.

21            Ashleigh, you have a report to make?

22            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.  Thank you so much.

23            I would like to just refer everybody to

24   our attached report.  One thing I would like to

25   highlight is that we had several meetings, and one
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 1   of our last meetings, September 15th, Director Ruiz

 2   and I met with the current equestrian center

 3   operator, and we have discussed several times as a

 4   full board we are on a month-to-month contract and

 5   have been for several years with the operator.

 6            I would request that the board -- that the

 7   chair or vice-chair agendize for the next meeting

 8   the ability for us to enter into a year-long

 9   contract with the current operator while we are

10   going through the strategic planning process.

11            It helps us bring this -- the current LOU

12   up to current legal standards.  And that will buy

13   us some time, while we are discussing how we can

14   move forward with the equestrian center.

15            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director

16   Aitken.

17            Next item is the governance committee.

18            Director Cervantes, do you have any report

19   to make at this time?

20            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Not at this time,

21   Director La Belle.

22            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Sandra.

23            The community affairs committee --

24   Director Ruiz?

25            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.  Hi.  Yes.  Yes, Vice
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 1   Chair La Belle.

 2            Yeah.  As you all know, Director

 3   Kovacevich and I have been pushing, as part of our

 4   diversity committee, to put something on our

 5   grounds that would celebrate the diversity and rich

 6   history of Orange County.

 7            So what Michele and the staff did is we

 8   put out a survey during fair time, and I'm excited

 9   that there were over 300 people who took the

10   survey, so I'm looking forward to seeing what the

11   results were.

12            The committee report said they would get

13   those to us in the next few weeks, because I'm

14   really excited to see what those people -- what the

15   survey's going to reveal on their ideas that they

16   have for us.  So that's going to be for my report.

17            Again, I'm excited.  I'm excited 300

18   people participated in this survey, and hopefully,

19   we can get something on our grounds here pretty

20   soon.

21            Thank you.

22            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you,

23   Director Ruiz.

24            Centennial Farms.  Director Cervantes,

25   anything to report?
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 1            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  I do not have

 2   anything to report on this subject.  Thank you.

 3            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  I don't know

 4   if the staff has any follow-up on that, Michele

 5   or --

 6            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Or Joan?

 7            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Or Joan.  Yeah.

 8            MS. HAMILL:  Yes.  This is Joan, and the

 9   Centennial Farm Foundation did have a meeting on

10   September 16th.  On the agenda were items that they

11   were discussing, possibilities for future

12   fund-raisers and also are seeking new board members

13   to sit on that.

14            So they discussed the progress they were

15   having with that.

16            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Joan.

17            The Heroes Hall Veterans Foundation --

18   Sandra and I attended -- and Joan was there as well

19   and Carol -- by a Zoom board meeting on Monday of

20   this past week, the 20th.

21            We are continuing to, you know, discuss

22   various fundraising options.  As a matter of fact,

23   we're going to be -- through the president,

24   Mr. Berardino, we are going to be sending letters

25   out to a number of business organizations with
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 1   municipal and governmental contacts in an attempt

 2   to generate some additional donations from those

 3   organizations.  And, at a minimum, we will get

 4   about 20 different businesses more familiar with

 5   the foundation and what it does in terms of the

 6   Heroes Hall Veterans Museum.

 7            Also, Chair Berardino indicated that he

 8   was aware that the board would be pursuing

 9   legislation that will address the nonprofit issue,

10   and he indicated his full support of that and will

11   be preparing a communication that we can forward to

12   the legislative process when it takes place.

13            I did share that with Michele Richards,

14   and my understanding is that obviously sometime

15   after the first of the year, legislation that would

16   address that whole issue of nonprofits, we hope to

17   get introduced.

18            With that, that would conclude my comments

19   on that.

20            We do have two public comments, if we

21   could circle back, Summer, and have those.  And

22   then as we need to respond to those comments, we

23   can do so.

24            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  We have Reggie

25   Mundekis followed by Gibran Stout.
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 1            Reggie, when you're ready.

 2            MS. MUNDEKIS:  Hi.  Thank you for this

 3   opportunity to address you today.

 4            Regarding the equestrian center LOU, a

 5   one-year LOU with the current operator, when it's

 6   brought up to -- with updated legal language that's

 7   reasonable and gives the board the opportunity to

 8   make smart decisions, that LOU needs to be followed

 9   up with an RFP within that one-year time frame.

10            I also request that there be a detailed

11   report on the repairs that have been made to the

12   equestrian center at operator expense.

13            The infrastructure analysis report noted

14   that there were multiple areas of the equestrian

15   center that needed to be repaired.  And, again, the

16   contract -- the LOU requires operator to pay for

17   those repairs.

18            I also have a question from the Heroes

19   Hall Veterans Foundation report.  There was a

20   statement made that there was a nonprofit issue,

21   which is being addressed with the legislature

22   that's being brought forward by Nick Berardino by

23   from the Heroes Hall Veterans Foundation.

24            And I would just like a quick one- or

25   two-sentence summary on what is being addressed.
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 1            Thank you.

 2            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you, Reggie.

 3            Gibran Stout, when you're ready.

 4            MS. STOUT:  Okay.  Can you hear me?

 5            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.

 6            MS. STOUT:  Okay.  Great.

 7            Hello.  Good morning from the equestrian

 8   community over at the on-site equestrian center.  I

 9   would like to thank staff for including us in the

10   2021 fair.

11            It was, indeed, an amazing fair, and we

12   really enjoyed it.  We enjoyed the synergy, and it

13   was just fantastic.  So we look forward to many

14   more future collaborations with the equestrian

15   during the fair.

16            The equestrian center had a very busy

17   summer bringing the joy of horses to local

18   community members young and old.

19            As we watched other Orange County boarding

20   facilities close their doors, our facilities

21   enjoyed full capacity plus a waiting list that's

22   growing daily.

23            We are looking forward to once again

24   having our annual Halloween costume, a great

25   contest on October 23rd.  It's a fun event where
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 1   kids and horses dress themselves up.  There will be

 2   games for horses and riders as well as photo

 3   booths.

 4            We would like to invite everyone to come,

 5   and we would once again like to extend an

 6   invitation to any staff or board member who would

 7   like to serve as a special VIP judge.

 8            We also enjoyed listening to the board's

 9   strategic planning session, which inspired our own

10   group of committed equestrians to do the same.

11            We have been busy brainstorming our own

12   slots and great ideas for visionary headlines,

13   which we would love to be able to share with the

14   facilities committee, especially in light of the

15   new LOU that you are discussing for the next year.

16   We think it would be great to incorporate this.

17            We understand the decision was made to

18   come up with a strategic plan before gathering

19   public input.  However, know that we are here to

20   streamline that process.

21            We would like to formally request a study

22   session or a meeting with the facilities committee

23   in advance of the strategic plan drafting to share

24   our unique and substantial data, information,

25   expertise, and experience, not only as independent
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 1   professionals, but as daily users of the thriving,

 2   busy, unique corner of the property.

 3            So we would really like to share the

 4   information that we have and be part of that

 5   process.

 6            So, please, again, a formal request to

 7   have a meeting or be included in that, that would

 8   be fantastic.

 9            So thank you so much for your time today.

10            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.

11            That concludes public comment.

12            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Michele, could you

13   take a moment just to kind of do a quick update on

14   the nonprofit legislation that we are going to be

15   seeking support for through the legislature?

16            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.

17            So currently there is no statutory

18   authorization in government code that allows for us

19   to provide use of the property for free or at a

20   discount to community groups or nonprofits.

21            So we are working with local -- local

22   legislators to see if we can amend or add to the

23   government code to allow the local fair boards to

24   make decisions regarding those discounts or fee

25   waivers.
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 1            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.

 2            Just a quick comment in response to

 3   Gibran's comments.

 4            As Ashleigh indicated, the facilities

 5   committee will be recommending a one-year agreement

 6   that will go before the board at our October

 7   meeting.

 8            The attempt is to give us the ability to

 9   get through the strategic planning process and

10   determine what it is exactly we are going to be

11   doing, not only in terms of the equestrian center,

12   but literally all of the uses that are currently

13   and potentially on the site in the future.

14            The board has gone on record on a number

15   of occasions, and it has indicated that the

16   equestrian center will be there.

17            The key is:  Will it be there only as a

18   boarding facility, or will it be there as a

19   year-round activity center, such as centennial

20   farms, Heroes Hall, et cetera?

21            And the board is ultimately going to have

22   to make that determination, and then obviously when

23   that determination is made, the type of RFP will

24   obviously evolve from that process.

25            We have had our initial strategic planning
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 1   session and have gone through a number of

 2   exercises.  The board's decision is that we want to

 3   make sure that we have put together a document that

 4   gives focus to what it is in terms of the board's

 5   direction.

 6            And that document will be a draft

 7   document.  There will be plenty of opportunity for

 8   input from all of our stakeholders, but the board's

 9   directive is that we have that draft document in

10   place so that our stakeholders have something to

11   react to as we move forward towards a final

12   product.

13            Okay.  With that, I think that concludes

14   the governance process.

15            And next item on the agenda is closed

16   session.

17            Are you ready to take us to closed

18   session?

19            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  I'm building the

20   breakout room right now.  If you'll just give me a

21   moment.  Thank you.

22            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  So the board will

23   break out into closed session relative to the

24   matters of the agenda, and we'll return to open

25   session following that.
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 1            (Recess.)

 2            (Roll call.)

 3            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Summer, he had to

 4   leave the meeting, as well as Director Bagneris.

 5            DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.

 6            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  We do have a quorum.

 7            I do want to state for the record that the

 8   board considered the advice of -- the legal advice

 9   of counsel on the matters that are listed on the

10   closed session agenda and has nothing to report at

11   this time.

12            Okay.  Michele, do you want to do your --

13            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.  I know it's been

14   a long meeting.  Just a few quick updates.

15            I wanted to report that a few weeks before

16   the fair opened, Ken Karns, Joan Hamill, and I were

17   joined by Costa Mesa Mayor pro tem Andrea Marr and

18   Vick Bakkila from the Costa Mesa Police Department.

19            We held two meetings in the surrounding

20   neighborhoods to talk about the impact that the

21   fair has and to assure our neighbors that we were

22   going to do all we could to minimize something we

23   call TNT:  Traffic, noise, and trash.

24            And we were warmly met by the neighbors,

25   and it was important in continuing that strong
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 1   relationship between the city and the fair and to

 2   let the neighbors know that we care and we are

 3   listening.

 4            I was very honored to be appointed to

 5   serve on the advisory council for Cal Poly San Luis

 6   Obispo's College of Agriculture, Food and

 7   Environmental Science, specifically to advise on

 8   the university's fairs and exposition management

 9   program.

10            This is an excellent opportunity for us to

11   mentor students, serve as guest lecturers, and help

12   shape the next generation of fair leaders.

13            Strategic planning was mentioned on

14   September 9th.  The board met for a kickoff session

15   of a three-year strategic planning process.  We had

16   a great session, laying the foundation, and we are

17   looking at tentative dates to continue the process

18   in October.  So stay tuned for more.

19            Chair Rubalcava-Garcia and I visited the

20   OC swap meet a few weeks ago to participate in a

21   ribbon-cutting ceremony to welcome 13 new

22   merchants, all recent graduates of Cal State

23   Fullerton's Small Business Development program.

24            I'm very happy to report that the new swap

25   meet continues to grow and is thriving.  There are
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 1   now over 170 merchants, most joining from the

 2   former OC marketplace, but lots of new merchants as

 3   well.  It was really, really impressive, so we

 4   encourage you to go.

 5            Once again, the readers of OC Parenting

 6   Magazine have named the 2021 OC Fair the best fair

 7   or festival in Orange County.

 8            The 19th annual Readers Choice awards were

 9   announced last week, and they featured the best of

10   the best in Orange County, and we were very proud

11   to receive that honor.

12            And to top it off, Kids Guide named

13   Centennial Farms as one of their top family outing

14   ideas in L.A. and Orange County.

15            And we have launched our 2022 budget

16   process.  We are working with the financial

17   monitoring committee to schedule a date for a

18   public budget study session in early November, and

19   then the budget will be presented to the full board

20   in 2022.  So wish us luck on that.

21            And then speaking of the budget, just very

22   quickly looking at our financials for the month,

23   our year-to-date revenue for the period --

24   eight-month period ending August 31st is

25   44.9 million.  We had budgeted revenue of
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 1   22.5 million, so very favorable to budget.

 2            And please remember that that original

 3   budget that the board approved was with a much

 4   smaller fair.  That's why you're seeing these great

 5   variances.

 6            Year-to-date expenses are below budget

 7   with a favorable variance, so our year-to-date net

 8   proceeds at this point in time, we had budgeted a

 9   5.3, almost $5.4 million loss.  We're now at an

10   18 -- nearly $18.9 million net proceeds.  That's a

11   variance -- positive variance of 24.2 million.

12            And as Director Bagneris mentioned

13   earlier, our cash position improved tremendously

14   because of the fair, so we're very, very grateful

15   that so many people were able to come.

16            As we have been doing every month this

17   year -- or every month since the budget was

18   approved, is reforecasting for a year end.

19            So the original budget approved by the

20   board showed an $18.8 million loss that we

21   expected.  We're now forecasting that we'll come in

22   at about a $12.6 million net profit.  So quite a

23   turnaround.  Very happy about that.

24            And we've got some great events coming up

25   for the rest of the month and into October, and we
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 1   encourage everybody to check out our website at

 2   OCFair.com for all the information.

 3            And don't forget to visit Centennial Farm

 4   and Heroes Hall.  They're both reopened now.

 5            That completes my report.

 6            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.

 7            Any questions?

 8            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  No, but wishing a very

 9   happy birthday to Directors Cervantes and Ruiz, who

10   are both celebrating birthdays this week.

11            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Thank you so much.

12            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Happy birthday to

13   both.

14            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Thank you.  Thank you.

15   Thank you to everyone.

16            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Doug, I think we're

17   ready to wrap it up.

18            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Let's go

19   around the table and see what comments we might

20   have.

21            Director Bagneris, do you have any

22   comments?

23            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I want to follow up,

24   again, about the fair and how good it was and

25   thanking the staff for all that they did.
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 1            And I also mentioned earlier that I went

 2   to the employee appreciation, and I believe

 3   Michele -- 35 years?

 4            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Oh.  Not yet.  20

 5   years.

 6            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  20 years.  Okay.

 7   Because you were only five when you came to the

 8   party?

 9            DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  That's right.

10            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  So 20 years.  And she

11   was able to get that announcement made at the event

12   as well.

13            But I just want to thank everybody.

14            Welcome to our newest director.  I know

15   she's not on right now, but I can see she's going

16   to be a valuable addition to our team.

17            And I just wish everybody the best of the

18   rest of the month.

19            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Barbara.

20            Director Aitken?

21            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yeah.  Thank you.

22   Congratulations to our CEO and staff on an amazing

23   fair.  Those numbers are so exciting.

24            And, yeah, welcome to our new board

25   member.  It's nice to be back up to 100 percent.
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 1            So see everybody next month.

 2            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Director Cervantes?

 3            (No response.)

 4            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Sandra?

 5            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Can you hear me?

 6            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  We can hear you.

 7            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Hi.  Yes.  I ditto

 8   everything that has been said.  It is really

 9   exciting to have -- have had such a successful

10   fair, and also acknowledging all the hard work that

11   the actual staff did paid off.

12            And congratulations to our newest addition

13   to the board of directors.  And I agree.  We're

14   going to have nowhere to go but up now, and just

15   make sure that everything we touch and do is going

16   to be better than it was.

17            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Sandra.

18            Director Ruiz?

19            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Thank you, Vice-Chair.  I

20   also want to echo the comments of the other

21   directors.  I congratulate the CEO, Michele, and

22   her staff for an amazing fair.

23            You know, just at the beginning of this

24   year, we weren't sure if we were going to have one

25   or not, and it turned out to be a great success,
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 1   and I'm really proud of the job they did and just

 2   thank everyone for their efforts.

 3            And I also want to congratulate our newest

 4   director.

 5            Thank you.

 6            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you,

 7   Director Ruiz.

 8            I ditto the comments from the board

 9   members.  Obviously 18 million is a significant

10   increase, if you will, and far beyond what we

11   anticipated when we got into this.

12            And my congratulations to my fellow

13   members of the board for their hard work and

14   Michele and her staff for all the work that she did

15   to make all of this happen.

16            I did want to end -- and obviously

17   congratulations to our new board member.  I know

18   she's going to be a tremendous asset as we go

19   through our strategic planning process over the

20   next few months.

21            I did want to add one item.  I happened to

22   be watching the History Channel over the weekend,

23   and they had the Barrett-Jackson inaugural auction

24   from Houston, so they're now in Scottsdale and

25   Houston, and I think Ashleigh and I were probably
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 1   the only two board members that were here for the

 2   first two years that Barrett-Jackson was on site.

 3   They were a tremendous draw of people.

 4            I think Michele can correct me, but I

 5   think the basic revenue was somewhere around

 6   400,000, plus whatever else was generated from it,

 7   and they left for various reasons.

 8            I don't know if those reasons still exist,

 9   but I would very much like to consider, as we look

10   at alternative revenues, to making a full-court

11   press doing whatever we can to see if we can, not

12   just from our sales force, but from the board to

13   the CEO to see what we can do to see if we can

14   entice them back.

15            My son and I almost bid on an antique fire

16   truck, and that was probably the best decision we

17   made not to do that.  But it was just a tremendous

18   experience.

19            And some of the cars they were selling,

20   believe it or not, on the Houston auction were

21   going for a million dollars and up.

22            So, anyway, I just add that as an added

23   item.

24            And with that, I have no further comments.

25            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I just have a go-back.
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 1             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Go ahead.

 2             DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I want to commend you

 3    on chairing this meeting.  You did an outstanding

 4    job for getting back in the saddle.

 5             VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Barbara.

 6    I appreciate it.

 7             With that, we stand adjourned to

 8    October 28th.

 9             (Whereupon, the OCFEC Board of Directors Meeting

10   was hereby adjourned at 1:20 p.m.)
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 1

 2                          CERTIFICATE

 3                              OF

 4                 CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTER

 5                         *   *   *   *

 6

 7

 8             The undersigned Certified Shorthand Reporter of

 9   the State of California does hereby certify:

10             That the foregoing Proceeding was taken before me

11   at the time and place therein set forth.

12             That the testimony and all objections made at the

13   time of the Proceeding were recorded stenographically by me

14   and were thereafter transcribed, said transcript being a

15   true and correct copy of the proceedings thereof.

16             In witness whereof, I have subscribed my name,

17   this date:  10/08/2021
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		179						LN		7		1		false		         1               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  No problem.				false

		180						LN		7		2		false		         2               Chair Rubalcava-Garcia.				false

		181						LN		7		3		false		         3               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Present.				false

		182						LN		7		4		false		         4               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Vice Chair La Belle.				false

		183						LN		7		5		false		         5               (No response.)				false

		184						LN		7		6		false		         6               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  He's trying to log				false

		185						LN		7		7		false		         7      back in, Summer.  If you could help him.				false

		186						LN		7		8		false		         8               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yeah.  I'll circle back.				false

		187						LN		7		9		false		         9               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Thank you.				false

		188						LN		7		10		false		        10               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Cervantes.				false

		189						LN		7		11		false		        11               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Here.				false

		190						LN		7		12		false		        12               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.				false

		191						LN		7		13		false		        13               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Present.				false

		192						LN		7		14		false		        14               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Bagneris.				false

		193						LN		7		15		false		        15               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Here.				false

		194						LN		7		16		false		        16               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Aitken.				false

		195						LN		7		17		false		        17               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Present.				false

		196						LN		7		18		false		        18               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Pham.				false

		197						LN		7		19		false		        19               (No response.)				false

		198						LN		7		20		false		        20               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Kovacevich.				false

		199						LN		7		21		false		        21               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Present.				false

		200						LN		7		22		false		        22               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  And Director Rafiei.				false

		201						LN		7		23		false		        23               DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Present.				false

		202						LN		7		24		false		        24               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Vice Chair La Belle, are				false

		203						LN		7		25		false		        25      you connected yet?				false

		204						PG		8		0		false		page 8				false

		205						LN		8		1		false		         1               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I think I'm				false

		206						LN		8		2		false		         2      connected.				false

		207						LN		8		3		false		         3               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Great.  Thank you.				false

		208						LN		8		4		false		         4               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I'm going to go				false

		209						LN		8		5		false		         5      ahead and turn the meeting back over to Vice Chair				false

		210						LN		8		6		false		         6      La Belle.				false

		211						LN		8		7		false		         7               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Vice Chair La Belle,				false

		212						LN		8		8		false		         8      this is Director Aitken.  We just did the Pledge of				false

		213						LN		8		9		false		         9      Allegiance and roll call, so we need to just --				false

		214						LN		8		10		false		        10      we're going to be moving on to the minutes and then				false

		215						LN		8		11		false		        11      public comment, although I think Chair				false

		216						LN		8		12		false		        12      Rubalcava-Garcia might want to introduce our				false

		217						LN		8		13		false		        13      brand-new board member before -- and her letter.				false

		218						LN		8		14		false		        14      Excuse me.				false

		219						LN		8		15		false		        15               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Chair Garcia, why				false

		220						LN		8		16		false		        16      don't you go ahead and introduce our new board				false

		221						LN		8		17		false		        17      member at this point.  I know you have a schedule				false

		222						LN		8		18		false		        18      to leave soon, so --				false

		223						LN		8		19		false		        19               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.				false

		224						LN		8		20		false		        20      Absolutely.				false

		225						LN		8		21		false		        21               It is my great honor to welcome Melahat				false

		226						LN		8		22		false		        22      Rafiei to the board of directors.  She is really a				false

		227						LN		8		23		false		        23      woman who needs no introduction, but we are				false

		228						LN		8		24		false		        24      delighted to have her complete our board.				false

		229						LN		8		25		false		        25               I believe we are now fully -- with all				false

		230						PG		9		0		false		page 9				false

		231						LN		9		1		false		         1      directors, so welcome, Director Rafiei.				false

		232						LN		9		2		false		         2               Would you like to say a couple of words?				false

		233						LN		9		3		false		         3               DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Well, thank you so much,				false

		234						LN		9		4		false		         4      Madam Chair.  And I look forward to serving with				false

		235						LN		9		5		false		         5      all of you directors.  Some of you, I know; some of				false

		236						LN		9		6		false		         6      you, I don't, but I'm looking forward to the work				false

		237						LN		9		7		false		         7      ahead.  And thank you again so much for the				false

		238						LN		9		8		false		         8      opportunity.				false

		239						LN		9		9		false		         9               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Absolutely.				false

		240						LN		9		10		false		        10      Thank you so much for making the meeting.  I know				false

		241						LN		9		11		false		        11      you recently got the message, so thank you for				false

		242						LN		9		12		false		        12      carving out the time to attend today.				false

		243						LN		9		13		false		        13               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Okay.				false

		244						LN		9		14		false		        14               Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, we're now on				false

		245						LN		9		15		false		        15      Item 5, which is approval of the minutes from the				false

		246						LN		9		16		false		        16      June 24th board meeting.				false

		247						LN		9		17		false		        17               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.				false

		248						LN		9		18		false		        18               Can I please get a motion to approve				false

		249						LN		9		19		false		        19      the --				false

		250						LN		9		20		false		        20               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  This is				false

		251						LN		9		21		false		        21      Sandra Cervantes.  I so move.  This is Sandra				false

		252						LN		9		22		false		        22      Cervantes.				false

		253						LN		9		23		false		        23               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you,				false

		254						LN		9		24		false		        24      Director Cervantes.				false

		255						LN		9		25		false		        25               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  This is Director Ruiz.  I				false

		256						PG		10		0		false		page 10				false

		257						LN		10		1		false		         1      so second.				false

		258						LN		10		2		false		         2               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, can you				false

		259						LN		10		3		false		         3      please take roll call.				false

		260						LN		10		4		false		         4               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.				false

		261						LN		10		5		false		         5               Chair Rubalcava-Garcia.				false

		262						LN		10		6		false		         6               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.				false

		263						LN		10		7		false		         7               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Vice Chair La Belle.				false

		264						LN		10		8		false		         8               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.				false

		265						LN		10		9		false		         9               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Cervantes.				false

		266						LN		10		10		false		        10               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.				false

		267						LN		10		11		false		        11               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.				false

		268						LN		10		12		false		        12               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.				false

		269						LN		10		13		false		        13               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Bagneris.				false

		270						LN		10		14		false		        14               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.				false

		271						LN		10		15		false		        15               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Aitken.				false

		272						LN		10		16		false		        16               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.				false

		273						LN		10		17		false		        17               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Kovacevich.				false

		274						LN		10		18		false		        18               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.				false

		275						LN		10		19		false		        19               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  And Director Rafiei.				false

		276						LN		10		20		false		        20               DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Yes.				false

		277						LN		10		21		false		        21               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.				false

		278						LN		10		22		false		        22               At this time, I am going to go ahead and				false

		279						LN		10		23		false		        23      turn it over to Vice Chair La Belle, but when we				false

		280						LN		10		24		false		        24      do, I wanted to make a comment as we go on to the				false

		281						LN		10		25		false		        25      first agenda item.				false

		282						PG		11		0		false		page 11				false

		283						LN		11		1		false		         1               Thank you.  Director La Belle, are you on				false

		284						LN		11		2		false		         2      the call?				false

		285						LN		11		3		false		         3               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I'm on the call,				false

		286						LN		11		4		false		         4      Michele.  My screen just shows the flags.				false

		287						LN		11		5		false		         5               There we go.				false

		288						LN		11		6		false		         6               Okay.  Could you -- matters of public				false

		289						LN		11		7		false		         7      comment, could you make that statement?				false

		290						LN		11		8		false		         8               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.  I would be happy				false

		291						LN		11		9		false		         9      to.				false

		292						LN		11		10		false		        10                    "Public comment is not allowed on				false

		293						LN		11		11		false		        11               issues not on the current agenda.				false

		294						LN		11		12		false		        12               However, no debate -- sorry.				false

		295						LN		11		13		false		        13                    "However, no debate by the board				false

		296						LN		11		14		false		        14               shall be permitted on such public				false

		297						LN		11		15		false		        15               comments, and no action will be taken				false

		298						LN		11		16		false		        16               on such public-comment items at this				false

		299						LN		11		17		false		        17               time, as law requires formal public				false

		300						LN		11		18		false		        18               notice to any action on a docket item."				false

		301						LN		11		19		false		        19               And let me correct that.  Sorry.				false

		302						LN		11		20		false		        20                    "Public comment is allowed on				false

		303						LN		11		21		false		        21               issues not on the current agenda."				false

		304						LN		11		22		false		        22                    Yes.				false

		305						LN		11		23		false		        23                    "Speakers are requested to sign in				false

		306						LN		11		24		false		        24               prior to the start of the meeting and				false

		307						LN		11		25		false		        25               are limited to three minutes.				false

		308						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		309						LN		12		1		false		         1                    "Comments will be accepted on				false

		310						LN		12		2		false		         2               agenda items during the meeting.				false

		311						LN		12		3		false		         3               Speakers wishing to address the board				false

		312						LN		12		4		false		         4               on items on the agenda are requested to				false

		313						LN		12		5		false		         5               sign in prior to the start of the				false

		314						LN		12		6		false		         6               meeting and identify the agenda item or				false

		315						LN		12		7		false		         7               items on which you desire to address				false

		316						LN		12		8		false		         8               the board.  Speakers are limited to				false

		317						LN		12		9		false		         9               three minutes."				false

		318						LN		12		10		false		        10               So Summer has been collecting those that				false

		319						LN		12		11		false		        11      wanted to make public comment.				false

		320						LN		12		12		false		        12               So, Summer, do you want to introduce any				false

		321						LN		12		13		false		        13      general public comment?				false

		322						LN		12		14		false		        14               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  I don't have anything for				false

		323						LN		12		15		false		        15      general public comment for items that are not on				false

		324						LN		12		16		false		        16      the agenda.  Most of the public comments have to do				false

		325						LN		12		17		false		        17      with Item 8F -- or 8E and F.				false

		326						LN		12		18		false		        18               But if there's anybody that has dialed in				false

		327						LN		12		19		false		        19      and you would like to make public comment, you are				false

		328						LN		12		20		false		        20      muted, so you will have to press Star 6 to unmute				false

		329						LN		12		21		false		        21      yourself.				false

		330						LN		12		22		false		        22               For general public comment, please state				false

		331						LN		12		23		false		        23      your name, and I will put you in the queue.  This				false

		332						LN		12		24		false		        24      is for items not on the agenda.				false

		333						LN		12		25		false		        25               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Summer.				false

		334						PG		13		0		false		page 13				false

		335						LN		13		1		false		         1               Next item?				false

		336						LN		13		2		false		         2               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Okay.				false

		337						LN		13		3		false		         3               The next item is the consent calendar.				false

		338						LN		13		4		false		         4                    "All matters listed under consent				false

		339						LN		13		5		false		         5               calendar are operational matters about				false

		340						LN		13		6		false		         6               which the board has governing policies,				false

		341						LN		13		7		false		         7               implementation of which is delegated to				false

		342						LN		13		8		false		         8               the CEO.  They will be enacted in one				false

		343						LN		13		9		false		         9               motion.				false

		344						LN		13		10		false		        10                    "There will be no discussion of				false

		345						LN		13		11		false		        11               these items prior to the time the board				false

		346						LN		13		12		false		        12               of directors votes on the motion,				false

		347						LN		13		13		false		        13               unless members of the board, staff, or				false

		348						LN		13		14		false		        14               public request specific items to be				false

		349						LN		13		15		false		        15               discussed separately and/or removed				false

		350						LN		13		16		false		        16               from this section.				false

		351						LN		13		17		false		        17                    "Any member of the public who				false

		352						LN		13		18		false		        18               wishes to discuss consent calendar				false

		353						LN		13		19		false		        19               items should notify the chair of the				false

		354						LN		13		20		false		        20               board at the time requested and be				false

		355						LN		13		21		false		        21               recognized by invitation of the chair				false

		356						LN		13		22		false		        22               to address the board."				false

		357						LN		13		23		false		        23               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  CEO Richards, do you				false

		358						LN		13		24		false		        24      have any items that you wish to pull from the				false

		359						LN		13		25		false		        25      consent calendar?				false

		360						PG		14		0		false		page 14				false

		361						LN		14		1		false		         1               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.  The staff would				false

		362						LN		14		2		false		         2      like to pull four items -- not to pull them from				false

		363						LN		14		3		false		         3      consent, but, rather, to give some background				false

		364						LN		14		4		false		         4      information.				false

		365						LN		14		5		false		         5               Those terms are under Standard Agreements				false

		366						LN		14		6		false		         6      SA037-21YR, SA088-21FT, and SA134-21PA.				false

		367						LN		14		7		false		         7               And then under Rental Agreements R05021.				false

		368						LN		14		8		false		         8               So those are the four items.  And if the				false

		369						LN		14		9		false		         9      board would like to approve the rest of the consent				false

		370						LN		14		10		false		        10      calendar, I can explain those items.  Or if you'd				false

		371						LN		14		11		false		        11      like to take them all at once, I can do the				false

		372						LN		14		12		false		        12      explanation now.				false

		373						LN		14		13		false		        13               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Do any board members				false

		374						LN		14		14		false		        14      have items they would like to pull?				false

		375						LN		14		15		false		        15               (No response.)				false

		376						LN		14		16		false		        16               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Hearing none, do we				false

		377						LN		14		17		false		        17      have any public speakers on the consent calendar,				false

		378						LN		14		18		false		        18      Summer?				false

		379						LN		14		19		false		        19               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  No public speakers on the				false

		380						LN		14		20		false		        20      consent calendar.				false

		381						LN		14		21		false		        21               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.				false

		382						LN		14		22		false		        22               Why don't we go ahead, Michele, and review				false

		383						LN		14		23		false		        23      those four items, and then we can act on the				false

		384						LN		14		24		false		        24      calendar as a whole.				false

		385						LN		14		25		false		        25               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Sure.  I'll be very				false

		386						PG		15		0		false		page 15				false

		387						LN		15		1		false		         1      brief.				false

		388						LN		15		2		false		         2               There aren't any problems with any of				false

		389						LN		15		3		false		         3      these four items, but we do want to highlight them				false

		390						LN		15		4		false		         4      because they're a bit unusual.				false

		391						LN		15		5		false		         5               I'll start with SA037-21YR.  That is the				false

		392						LN		15		6		false		         6      contract for our sound monitoring services.				false

		393						LN		15		7		false		         7               And the board will remember that the				false

		394						LN		15		8		false		         8      original bid for this contract was protested, and				false

		395						LN		15		9		false		         9      the district elected to reissue the RFP with				false

		396						LN		15		10		false		        10      clarification.				false

		397						LN		15		11		false		        11               Because the Department of General Services				false

		398						LN		15		12		false		        12      took so long in their decision on that -- that				false

		399						LN		15		13		false		        13      protest, the contract from the new RFP happened				false

		400						LN		15		14		false		        14      after the June board meeting.				false

		401						LN		15		15		false		        15               So according to board policy, the board				false

		402						LN		15		16		false		        16      chair signed that agreement, so service is to be in				false

		403						LN		15		17		false		        17      place for the fair, and we're bringing the contract				false

		404						LN		15		18		false		        18      back now on the consent calendar.				false

		405						LN		15		19		false		        19               SA088-21FT is for employee shuttle				false

		406						LN		15		20		false		        20      services.				false

		407						LN		15		21		false		        21               When the original budget was approved by				false

		408						LN		15		22		false		        22      the board in November of last year, we were				false

		409						LN		15		23		false		        23      planning on a much smaller fair, which would not				false

		410						LN		15		24		false		        24      have allowed employees -- or, sorry, which would				false

		411						LN		15		25		false		        25      have allowed employees to park on site.				false

		412						PG		16		0		false		page 16				false

		413						LN		16		1		false		         1               When we increased the daily ticket cap				false

		414						LN		16		2		false		         2      from 30,000 to 45,000, we needed to issue an RFP				false

		415						LN		16		3		false		         3      for an employee shuttle to bring employees in from				false

		416						LN		16		4		false		         4      off-site locations.				false

		417						LN		16		5		false		         5               That bid was awarded after the June board				false

		418						LN		16		6		false		         6      meeting, and once again, the board chair signed				false

		419						LN		16		7		false		         7      that agreement according to board policy, and we're				false

		420						LN		16		8		false		         8      bringing that back for approval now.				false

		421						LN		16		9		false		         9               Both the sound monitoring and the employee				false

		422						LN		16		10		false		        10      shuttle contracts exceed the CEO's signing				false

		423						LN		16		11		false		        11      authority, and that's why the board chair signed.				false

		424						LN		16		12		false		        12               SA134-21PA, that's for the Hank Williams,				false

		425						LN		16		13		false		        13      Jr. concert, which is taking place tonight, by the				false

		426						LN		16		14		false		        14      way, in the Pacific amphitheater.				false

		427						LN		16		15		false		        15               This is a revenue-generating contract for				false

		428						LN		16		16		false		        16      the coproduction of Hank Williams, Jr. in the				false

		429						LN		16		17		false		        17      Pacific amphitheater.  The coproduction involves a				false

		430						LN		16		18		false		        18      share in the expenses and the revenue from the				false

		431						LN		16		19		false		        19      show, and the agreement is written -- actually,				false

		432						LN		16		20		false		        20      very well written without any risk or downside to				false

		433						LN		16		21		false		        21      the district.  We will only profit from the show.				false

		434						LN		16		22		false		        22               Because the ticket sales for that concert				false

		435						LN		16		23		false		        23      will come through the district's Ticket Master				false

		436						LN		16		24		false		        24      account, the amount of the contract is over the				false

		437						LN		16		25		false		        25      CEO's signing authority of $400,000 for				false

		438						PG		17		0		false		page 17				false

		439						LN		17		1		false		         1      entertainment contracts, so the amount on the				false

		440						LN		17		2		false		         2      contract reflects the maximum gross potential of				false

		441						LN		17		3		false		         3      ticket sales for that concert.  It does not				false

		442						LN		17		4		false		         4      represent the amount of expense to the district.				false

		443						LN		17		5		false		         5      So I wanted to make that very clear.				false

		444						LN		17		6		false		         6               And then, lastly, R05021 under Rental				false

		445						LN		17		7		false		         7      Agreements, we are pulling this item to highlight				false

		446						LN		17		8		false		         8      it for the board.				false

		447						LN		17		9		false		         9               This is a rental agreement for the August				false

		448						LN		17		10		false		        10      Cross-Roads of the West gun show, which was held				false

		449						LN		17		11		false		        11      last month.  This contract was in place before				false

		450						LN		17		12		false		        12      SB264 was passed in the legislature, but after the				false

		451						LN		17		13		false		        13      last board meeting in June, and we know that this				false

		452						LN		17		14		false		        14      is a topic of great interest for the board, so we				false

		453						LN		17		15		false		        15      wanted to highlight that on the consent calendar as				false

		454						LN		17		16		false		        16      well.				false

		455						LN		17		17		false		        17               So those are the four items that we wanted				false

		456						LN		17		18		false		        18      to highlight.				false

		457						LN		17		19		false		        19               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Is there a motion to				false

		458						LN		17		20		false		        20      approve the consent calendar?				false

		459						LN		17		21		false		        21               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  This is Director Ruiz.  I				false

		460						LN		17		22		false		        22      so move that we accept it.				false

		461						LN		17		23		false		        23               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  This is				false

		462						LN		17		24		false		        24      Sandra Cervantes.  Second.  Okay.				false

		463						LN		17		25		false		        25               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Summer, can				false

		464						PG		18		0		false		page 18				false

		465						LN		18		1		false		         1      you call the roll, please?				false

		466						LN		18		2		false		         2               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia,				false

		467						LN		18		3		false		         3      if she's still on the line.				false

		468						LN		18		4		false		         4               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.				false

		469						LN		18		5		false		         5               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you.				false

		470						LN		18		6		false		         6               Vice Chair La Belle.				false

		471						LN		18		7		false		         7               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.				false

		472						LN		18		8		false		         8               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Cervantes.				false

		473						LN		18		9		false		         9               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.				false

		474						LN		18		10		false		        10               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.				false

		475						LN		18		11		false		        11               (No response.)				false

		476						LN		18		12		false		        12               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.				false

		477						LN		18		13		false		        13               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.  Yes.				false

		478						LN		18		14		false		        14               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.				false

		479						LN		18		15		false		        15               Director Bagneris.				false

		480						LN		18		16		false		        16               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.				false

		481						LN		18		17		false		        17               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Aitken.				false

		482						LN		18		18		false		        18               (No response.)				false

		483						LN		18		19		false		        19               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Aitken.				false

		484						LN		18		20		false		        20               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.				false

		485						LN		18		21		false		        21               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.				false

		486						LN		18		22		false		        22               Director Kovacevich.				false

		487						LN		18		23		false		        23               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.				false

		488						LN		18		24		false		        24               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  And Director Rafiei.				false

		489						LN		18		25		false		        25               DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Yes.				false

		490						PG		19		0		false		page 19				false

		491						LN		19		1		false		         1               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.				false

		492						LN		19		2		false		         2               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Vice Chair La Belle,				false

		493						LN		19		3		false		         3      that now concludes the consent calendar items, and				false

		494						LN		19		4		false		         4      we're now ready to move to the governance process				false

		495						LN		19		5		false		         5      with the first item.				false

		496						LN		19		6		false		         6               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  CEO Richards,				false

		497						LN		19		7		false		         7      as the prerogative of the chair, I'm going to move				false

		498						LN		19		8		false		         8      Items 8E and 8F up on the agenda, so we'll begin				false

		499						LN		19		9		false		         9      with Item 8E.				false

		500						LN		19		10		false		        10               If you could go ahead and introduce the				false

		501						LN		19		11		false		        11      item and then present staff comments.  Then				false

		502						LN		19		12		false		        12      following that, I'd like to request that we have				false

		503						LN		19		13		false		        13      the comments from the speakers before we turn it				false

		504						LN		19		14		false		        14      over to the directors.				false

		505						LN		19		15		false		        15               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.  This item was on				false

		506						LN		19		16		false		        16      the agenda for a meeting of the board of directors				false

		507						LN		19		17		false		        17      held last Monday, September 13th.  There was a lot				false

		508						LN		19		18		false		        18      of great discussion on this item on behalf of the				false

		509						LN		19		19		false		        19      board members.				false

		510						LN		19		20		false		        20               In the end, the board elected to table				false

		511						LN		19		21		false		        21      this item and bring it back to this meeting.				false

		512						LN		19		22		false		        22               But just as a matter of background,				false

		513						LN		19		23		false		        23      following the September 13th meeting, as secretary				false

		514						LN		19		24		false		        24      of the board of directors, I took copious notes				false

		515						LN		19		25		false		        25      during that discussion and captured what I thought				false

		516						PG		20		0		false		page 20				false

		517						LN		20		1		false		         1      were all of the ideas and sentiments --				false

		518						LN		20		2		false		         2      perspectives of individual board members during				false

		519						LN		20		3		false		         3      that discussion.				false

		520						LN		20		4		false		         4               Following the meeting, I redrafted a				false

		521						LN		20		5		false		         5      letter that was reflective of those comments, and				false

		522						LN		20		6		false		         6      that was included in the staff report.				false

		523						LN		20		7		false		         7               So what is before the board of directors				false

		524						LN		20		8		false		         8      today is a continuation of that discussion on the				false

		525						LN		20		9		false		         9      communication to the governor's office regarding				false

		526						LN		20		10		false		        10      the economic impact of SB264 on the OC Fair and				false

		527						LN		20		11		false		        11      Events Center.				false

		528						LN		20		12		false		        12               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.				false

		529						LN		20		13		false		        13               Summer, did we have any speakers on				false

		530						LN		20		14		false		        14      Item 8E?				false

		531						LN		20		15		false		        15               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  We do.				false

		532						LN		20		16		false		        16               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.				false

		533						LN		20		17		false		        17               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  If I can call Senator Min				false

		534						LN		20		18		false		        18      and/or Ash Alvandi followed by James Black				false

		535						LN		20		19		false		        19      [verbatim], Rose Ann Sharp, and Ira Sharp to start.				false

		536						LN		20		20		false		        20               Senator Min, when you're ready.				false

		537						LN		20		21		false		        21               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, if I may,				false

		538						LN		20		22		false		        22      with the balance, may I give a comment on public				false

		539						LN		20		23		false		        23      comment on the --				false

		540						LN		20		24		false		        24               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  Go ahead.				false

		541						LN		20		25		false		        25               (Telephone interruption.)				false

		542						PG		21		0		false		page 21				false

		543						LN		21		1		false		         1               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.				false

		544						LN		21		2		false		         2               I just wanted to also let the board know				false

		545						LN		21		3		false		         3      that I did consult with legal counsel from Senator				false

		546						LN		21		4		false		         4      Dave Min's office, and he did confirm what I had				false

		547						LN		21		5		false		         5      thought, that we do have legislative as well as --				false

		548						LN		21		6		false		         6      as well as --				false

		549						LN		21		7		false		         7               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Can we get someone				false

		550						LN		21		8		false		         8      muted?				false

		551						LN		21		9		false		         9               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.  Please.  If you're				false

		552						LN		21		10		false		        10      not speaking --				false

		553						LN		21		11		false		        11               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Sorry.  I'll				false

		554						LN		21		12		false		        12      start over.  But I did have a chance to speak with				false

		555						LN		21		13		false		        13      Josh Caplan, and he did confirm that the board --				false

		556						LN		21		14		false		        14      as policy makers appointed by the governor, we				false

		557						LN		21		15		false		        15      are -- you know our scope goes far beyond the				false

		558						LN		21		16		false		        16      (audio distortion) of the organization.				false

		559						LN		21		17		false		        17               We are creating policy that governs the				false

		560						LN		21		18		false		        18      direction for the staff here at the OC Fair and				false

		561						LN		21		19		false		        19      Events Center.				false

		562						LN		21		20		false		        20               And he did also confirm that the board has				false

		563						LN		21		21		false		        21      legislated, as well as qualified immunity for any				false

		564						LN		21		22		false		        22      actions taken on behalf of the OC Fair and Events				false

		565						LN		21		23		false		        23      Center, and that would include any communications				false

		566						LN		21		24		false		        24      sent to the governor, just simply making sure that				false

		567						LN		21		25		false		        25      he has a heads-up and is aware of what has happened				false

		568						PG		22		0		false		page 22				false

		569						LN		22		1		false		         1      to the OC Fair and Events Center and the reasons				false

		570						LN		22		2		false		         2      why we might be opposing legislation that only				false

		571						LN		22		3		false		         3      impacts the 32nd DAA and not all the other 59 DAAs				false

		572						LN		22		4		false		         4      throughout the state.				false

		573						LN		22		5		false		         5               That would also cover, if the board shows				false

		574						LN		22		6		false		         6      up -- at their pleasure, decides to review any				false

		575						LN		22		7		false		         7      contracts as requested by these promoters, to				false

		576						LN		22		8		false		         8      consider hosting these events next year, since that				false

		577						LN		22		9		false		         9      legislation has not been signed into law yet.				false

		578						LN		22		10		false		        10               So I just wanted to make sure that				false

		579						LN		22		11		false		        11      everybody was aware of that.				false

		580						LN		22		12		false		        12               And Josh Caplan is on the call, so he --				false

		581						LN		22		13		false		        13      if you have questions, he can answer those further.				false

		582						LN		22		14		false		        14               We also did receive word from DEFA -- or,				false

		583						LN		22		15		false		        15      actually, I don't think it was DEFA, but it was the				false

		584						LN		22		16		false		        16      Department of Agriculture, letting us know that we,				false

		585						LN		22		17		false		        17      as a political body, have the ability to send a				false

		586						LN		22		18		false		        18      letter to the governor and make him aware of how				false

		587						LN		22		19		false		        19      the fair would be impacted.				false

		588						LN		22		20		false		        20               So those are my comments, and we can go				false

		589						LN		22		21		false		        21      ahead and take public comment now.				false

		590						LN		22		22		false		        22               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Senator Min.  When				false

		591						LN		22		23		false		        23      you're ready.				false

		592						LN		22		24		false		        24               SENATOR MIN:  Sure.  Thank you, by the				false

		593						LN		22		25		false		        25      way.				false

		594						PG		23		0		false		page 23				false

		595						LN		23		1		false		         1               And just as a procedural matter, I have a				false

		596						LN		23		2		false		         2      time conflict a little bit later.  Since this is my				false

		597						LN		23		3		false		         3      bill that is primarily being discussed in Items 8E				false

		598						LN		23		4		false		         4      and 8F, and because I understand that I was				false

		599						LN		23		5		false		         5      actually -- my name has been discussed, and I guess				false

		600						LN		23		6		false		         6      it's on the slide right now, I was wondering if I				false

		601						LN		23		7		false		         7      could have a few extra minutes and just give				false

		602						LN		23		8		false		         8      something like a five- to six-minute comment on				false

		603						LN		23		9		false		         9      both Items 8E and 8F right now.				false

		604						LN		23		10		false		        10               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Senator Min, that				false

		605						LN		23		11		false		        11      would be fine.  Take all the time you need.				false

		606						LN		23		12		false		        12               SENATOR MIN:  Thank you very much.  Thank				false

		607						LN		23		13		false		        13      you much, Chair La Belle.  I appreciate it.				false

		608						LN		23		14		false		        14               And before I begin my remarks, I just want				false

		609						LN		23		15		false		        15      to commend you all and the staff of the fairgrounds				false

		610						LN		23		16		false		        16      for your outstanding work in putting together a				false

		611						LN		23		17		false		        17      tremendous Orange County Fair this year.  I know				false

		612						LN		23		18		false		        18      how challenging it's been dealing with the COVID-19				false

		613						LN		23		19		false		        19      pandemic, and I wanted to congratulate you all on				false

		614						LN		23		20		false		        20      putting together a very fun and hugely popular fair				false

		615						LN		23		21		false		        21      this year.				false

		616						LN		23		22		false		        22               Now, as you know, I am the author of SB264				false

		617						LN		23		23		false		        23      which you are here to discuss today, and I realize				false

		618						LN		23		24		false		        24      there would be many people attending this virtual				false

		619						LN		23		25		false		        25      meeting who would disagree with SB264.  Clearly				false

		620						PG		24		0		false		page 24				false

		621						LN		24		1		false		         1      there are people on this board who disagree with				false

		622						LN		24		2		false		         2      this bill, but I want to be clear this is what I --				false

		623						LN		24		3		false		         3      the people I represent in the 37th Senate district,				false

		624						LN		24		4		false		         4      which includes the fairgrounds, clearly want.				false

		625						LN		24		5		false		         5               As you may have heard and/or read, the				false

		626						LN		24		6		false		         6      genesis of this bill came in 2019 near the				false

		627						LN		24		7		false		         7      beginning of my campaign for the state senate.				false

		628						LN		24		8		false		         8               It was the weekend when we had the El Paso				false

		629						LN		24		9		false		         9      and Dayton mass shootings.  My family and I came				false

		630						LN		24		10		false		        10      out to the fairgrounds that Sunday for family fun				false

		631						LN		24		11		false		        11      run and as we crossed the finish line, all of us,				false

		632						LN		24		12		false		        12      including my youngest, who was in a running				false

		633						LN		24		13		false		        13      stroller, were handed flyers to the gun show for				false

		634						LN		24		14		false		        14      the following weekend.				false

		635						LN		24		15		false		        15               Now, this was very shocking to us given				false

		636						LN		24		16		false		        16      the events that had just occurred.  You know, when				false

		637						LN		24		17		false		        17      I was growing up, the county fairgrounds were known				false

		638						LN		24		18		false		        18      as family-friendly venues.				false

		639						LN		24		19		false		        19               In addition to the county fairs, you have				false

		640						LN		24		20		false		        20      rodeos, 4-H events and other family-friendly				false

		641						LN		24		21		false		        21      events.  Today they're almost synonymous with gun				false

		642						LN		24		22		false		        22      shows.  The average county fairground across the				false

		643						LN		24		23		false		        23      state hosts five gun shows a year, and I'm told				false

		644						LN		24		24		false		        24      that the OC Fair and Events Center has often held				false

		645						LN		24		25		false		        25      more than that.				false

		646						PG		25		0		false		page 25				false

		647						LN		25		1		false		         1               That weekend, I pledged that if I was				false

		648						LN		25		2		false		         2      successful in my campaign for the state senate, the				false

		649						LN		25		3		false		         3      very first bill I introduced would be one ending				false

		650						LN		25		4		false		         4      the gun shows at the OC Fairgrounds.				false

		651						LN		25		5		false		         5               I was very public and transparent about				false

		652						LN		25		6		false		         6      this.  We issued press releases and that campaign				false

		653						LN		25		7		false		         7      promise was covered by numerous media outlets,				false

		654						LN		25		8		false		         8      including the Los Angeles Times.				false

		655						LN		25		9		false		         9               I did, indeed, win that election and I				false

		656						LN		25		10		false		        10      followed through with my promise.  The very first				false

		657						LN		25		11		false		        11      bill I introduced was SB264, which, as originally				false

		658						LN		25		12		false		        12      written, would have ended gun shows not only on the				false

		659						LN		25		13		false		        13      OC Fairgrounds, but on all state-owned property				false

		660						LN		25		14		false		        14      across the state.				false

		661						LN		25		15		false		        15               Now, I understand that several of you				false

		662						LN		25		16		false		        16      asked why this bill was narrowed at the last minute				false

		663						LN		25		17		false		        17      to only cover Orange County.  The change was made				false

		664						LN		25		18		false		        18      by the Assembly of Appropriations Committee through				false

		665						LN		25		19		false		        19      hostile amendment -- that was not my choice --				false

		666						LN		25		20		false		        20      which was forced upon the bill.				false

		667						LN		25		21		false		        21               My understanding is that many opponents of				false

		668						LN		25		22		false		        22      SB264, including the NRA, the California Rifle and				false

		669						LN		25		23		false		        23      Pistol Association, and Cross-Roads of the West,				false

		670						LN		25		24		false		        24      were lobbying for this very change, and apparently				false

		671						LN		25		25		false		        25      they were successful.				false

		672						PG		26		0		false		page 26				false

		673						LN		26		1		false		         1               Now, I'll confess, I was disappointed the				false

		674						LN		26		2		false		         2      bill was narrowed.  We were confident we had the				false

		675						LN		26		3		false		         3      votes to get a statewide ban through the assembly				false

		676						LN		26		4		false		         4      and signed by the governor, and as you have -- may				false

		677						LN		26		5		false		         5      have read, I have pledged to introduce a new bill				false

		678						LN		26		6		false		         6      next year seeking to ban gun shows on state				false

		679						LN		26		7		false		         7      property once again.				false

		680						LN		26		8		false		         8               But at the same time, I've continued to				false

		681						LN		26		9		false		         9      push SB264 because I believe it still achieves				false

		682						LN		26		10		false		        10      important public policy purposes.				false

		683						LN		26		11		false		        11               The fact of the matter is that we are in a				false

		684						LN		26		12		false		        12      gun violence crisis in this country, in this state,				false

		685						LN		26		13		false		        13      and, yes, in this community, and gun shows clearly				false

		686						LN		26		14		false		        14      are a major contributor to that crisis.				false

		687						LN		26		15		false		        15               So ending gun shows at the OC Fairground,				false

		688						LN		26		16		false		        16      as I promised to do starting in the summer of --				false

		689						LN		26		17		false		        17      back in the summer of 2019, is an important step				false

		690						LN		26		18		false		        18      towards making our communities safer.				false

		691						LN		26		19		false		        19               Despite the claims being made that there				false

		692						LN		26		20		false		        20      are no sales of illegal or unlicensed firearms that				false

		693						LN		26		21		false		        21      take place at gun shows, that is clearly not true.				false

		694						LN		26		22		false		        22               The California Bureau of Firearms has				false

		695						LN		26		23		false		        23      repeatedly found evidence of so-called straw sales				false

		696						LN		26		24		false		        24      and other sales of unlicensed guns at gun shows,				false

		697						LN		26		25		false		        25      including at the OC Fairgrounds.				false
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		699						LN		27		1		false		         1               Ghost guns, which are essentially gun kits				false

		700						LN		27		2		false		         2      not typically equipped with serial numbers, and				false

		701						LN		27		3		false		         3      which are -- I personally saw being sold				false

		702						LN		27		4		false		         4      cash-and-carry out of the gun shows at the				false

		703						LN		27		5		false		         5      OC Fairgrounds are an increasingly popular item at				false

		704						LN		27		6		false		         6      gun shows.				false

		705						LN		27		7		false		         7               But I will also say that even if there				false

		706						LN		27		8		false		         8      were zero sales of unlicensed guns at gun shows,				false

		707						LN		27		9		false		         9      they are still a major contributor to gun violence.				false

		708						LN		27		10		false		        10               The fact is that the vast majority of guns				false

		709						LN		27		11		false		        11      used in crimes were originally purchased through				false

		710						LN		27		12		false		        12      legal avenues, including gun shows.				false

		711						LN		27		13		false		        13               The vast majority of guns used in				false

		712						LN		27		14		false		        14      incidents of gun violence, whether homicides,				false

		713						LN		27		15		false		        15      suicides, assaults or accidents, were originally				false

		714						LN		27		16		false		        16      purchased through legal avenues such as gun shows.				false

		715						LN		27		17		false		        17               At each of these incidents of gun				false

		716						LN		27		18		false		        18      violence, such as the mass shooting earlier this				false

		717						LN		27		19		false		        19      year or the tragic murder of Aiden Leos on the 55				false

		718						LN		27		20		false		        20      in an act of road rage or any of the shootings that				false

		719						LN		27		21		false		        21      have plagued Orange County this year is like a				false

		720						LN		27		22		false		        22      neutron bomb for the victim's family, friends, and				false

		721						LN		27		23		false		        23      local community and has massive impacts on our				false

		722						LN		27		24		false		        24      local economy.				false

		723						LN		27		25		false		        25               And the evidence is clear that more guns				false
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		725						LN		28		1		false		         1      lead to more gun violence.  This is true whether we				false

		726						LN		28		2		false		         2      compare country to country, state to state, county				false

		727						LN		28		3		false		         3      to county, or even household to household.				false

		728						LN		28		4		false		         4               And while I respect the Constitution and				false

		729						LN		28		5		false		         5      the Bill of Rights, including the Second Amendment,				false

		730						LN		28		6		false		         6      there is no requirement the State of California has				false

		731						LN		28		7		false		         7      to be an accessory to, has to profit off the sale				false

		732						LN		28		8		false		         8      of guns, when we know that this would invariably				false

		733						LN		28		9		false		         9      lead to more gun violence and the astronomical				false

		734						LN		28		10		false		        10      moral and social and economic cost.				false

		735						LN		28		11		false		        11               And that is what SB264 is about.  It's				false

		736						LN		28		12		false		        12      about getting California out of the business of				false

		737						LN		28		13		false		        13      selling guns, even if for this point, that's just				false

		738						LN		28		14		false		        14      for one fairground.				false

		739						LN		28		15		false		        15               And let's be clear, this bill is only				false

		740						LN		28		16		false		        16      necessary because this board has continued to				false

		741						LN		28		17		false		        17      insist on hosting gun shows at the OC Fairgrounds				false

		742						LN		28		18		false		        18      despite overwhelming opposition from the local				false

		743						LN		28		19		false		        19      community.				false

		744						LN		28		20		false		        20               Now, several of you have explained to me				false

		745						LN		28		21		false		        21      you don't believe --				false

		746						LN		28		22		false		        22               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Senator, could you				false

		747						LN		28		23		false		        23      begin to wrap it up soon here, please?				false

		748						LN		28		24		false		        24               SENATOR MIN:  Thank you.  I'll wrap it up				false

		749						LN		28		25		false		        25      soon.				false
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		751						LN		29		1		false		         1               Several of you have explained to me you				false

		752						LN		29		2		false		         2      don't believe you have any choice but to contract				false

		753						LN		29		3		false		         3      for these gun shows, that no matter how strongly				false

		754						LN		29		4		false		         4      the local communities oppose, your role is not to				false

		755						LN		29		5		false		         5      represent people but simply to maintain the fiscal				false

		756						LN		29		6		false		         6      solvency of the fairgrounds.				false

		757						LN		29		7		false		         7               In fact, I vividly remember a conversation				false

		758						LN		29		8		false		         8      with the chair in which he told me something to the				false

		759						LN		29		9		false		         9      effect of:  We have to take these gun contracts				false

		760						LN		29		10		false		        10      under current law.  If you change the law to ban				false

		761						LN		29		11		false		        11      gun shows, we'll happily follow the law, but our				false

		762						LN		29		12		false		        12      job isn't to be politicians.				false

		763						LN		29		13		false		        13               And that is a fair point.  You are not				false

		764						LN		29		14		false		        14      elected representatives, you are gubernatorial				false

		765						LN		29		15		false		        15      appointees, and you do have limited discretion at				false

		766						LN		29		16		false		        16      times on responding to political concerns.				false

		767						LN		29		17		false		        17               But what I would say is that your elected				false

		768						LN		29		18		false		        18      representatives have spoken loudly and clearly.  I				false

		769						LN		29		19		false		        19      expressly ran on a campaign of ending gun shows at				false

		770						LN		29		20		false		        20      the OC Fairgrounds and I was elected with over				false

		771						LN		29		21		false		        21      270,000 votes from my district.				false

		772						LN		29		22		false		        22               Assemblywoman Cottie Petrie-Norris, who				false

		773						LN		29		23		false		        23      also represents the fairgrounds, has endorsed this				false

		774						LN		29		24		false		        24      bill.  We passed SB264 out of the legislature with				false

		775						LN		29		25		false		        25      an overwhelming majority, and it's now going to the				false
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		777						LN		30		1		false		         1      desk of Governor Newsom, who has previously said				false

		778						LN		30		2		false		         2      that permitting the sale of firearms and				false

		779						LN		30		3		false		         3      ammunition, quote, "on state-owned property only				false

		780						LN		30		4		false		         4      perpetuates" --				false

		781						LN		30		5		false		         5               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I think this is				false

		782						LN		30		6		false		         6      fine.				false

		783						LN		30		7		false		         7               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes, it is.				false

		784						LN		30		8		false		         8               SENATOR MIN:  Now, as a political matter,				false

		785						LN		30		9		false		         9      this issue is a signed --				false

		786						LN		30		10		false		        10               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Senator --				false

		787						LN		30		11		false		        11               SENATOR MIN:  -- disagree or agree with				false

		788						LN		30		12		false		        12      SB264 is a valid and transparent product of our				false

		789						LN		30		13		false		        13      democracy in action and I'm only asking you --				false

		790						LN		30		14		false		        14               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Senator, you've had				false

		791						LN		30		15		false		        15      more than enough time.				false

		792						LN		30		16		false		        16               SENATOR MIN:  I'm going to be asking you				false

		793						LN		30		17		false		        17      to be consistent with your past statements and the				false

		794						LN		30		18		false		        18      law --				false

		795						LN		30		19		false		        19               (Cross-talk.)				false

		796						LN		30		20		false		        20               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Please, Senator,				false

		797						LN		30		21		false		        21      respect the request of the --				false

		798						LN		30		22		false		        22               SENATOR MIN:  -- 264, and that means not				false

		799						LN		30		23		false		        23      signing a long-term contract --				false
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		801						LN		30		25		false		        25               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Please request that				false
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		803						LN		31		1		false		         1      the board chair should not -- I think you've made				false

		804						LN		31		2		false		         2      your point very clear, and thank you very much for				false

		805						LN		31		3		false		         3      your comments.				false

		806						LN		31		4		false		         4               Summer, next item.				false

		807						LN		31		5		false		         5               Next speaker, please.				false

		808						LN		31		6		false		         6               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And then, Doug, I				false

		809						LN		31		7		false		         7      just want to also comment on something.  I know				false

		810						LN		31		8		false		         8      that the board has discussed in the past the				false

		811						LN		31		9		false		         9      viewpoint-neutral stance that we take on certain				false

		812						LN		31		10		false		        10      topics.				false

		813						LN		31		11		false		        11               If an item is legal in the State of				false

		814						LN		31		12		false		        12      California, we are viewpoint neutral on the topic.				false

		815						LN		31		13		false		        13      It's not a personal choice to choose what is held				false

		816						LN		31		14		false		        14      on the fairgrounds.				false

		817						LN		31		15		false		        15               I -- I just also want to comment, since				false

		818						LN		31		16		false		        16      the senator pointed out me directly, his statement				false

		819						LN		31		17		false		        17      is not accurate, and that is not an accurate				false

		820						LN		31		18		false		        18      account of the conversation that we had, so I just				false

		821						LN		31		19		false		        19      wanted to put that on the record.				false

		822						LN		31		20		false		        20               But we are -- this board is intended to be				false

		823						LN		31		21		false		        21      a -- viewpoint-neutral, and to indicate that one				false

		824						LN		31		22		false		        22      type of event held on our fairgrounds is not				false

		825						LN		31		23		false		        23      family-friendly is not really something for us to				false
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		838						LN		32		10		false		        10      all the other speakers and just stick to the amount				false
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		842						LN		32		14		false		        14               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I will do that.  I				false

		843						LN		32		15		false		        15      wanted to, out of respect for the senator, allow				false

		844						LN		32		16		false		        16      him some additional time, but he did exceed that.				false

		845						LN		32		17		false		        17               SENATOR MIN:  Thank you.  And I apologize.				false

		846						LN		32		18		false		        18               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.				false

		847						LN		32		19		false		        19               Summer, next speaker, please.				false

		848						LN		32		20		false		        20               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  We have --				false

		849						LN		32		21		false		        21      James Black [verbatim] rescinded his comments, so				false
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		860						LN		33		6		false		         6      founder of Never Again CA.  I am a neighbor in				false

		861						LN		33		7		false		         7      Del Mar.  I frequently am in Orange County and have				false
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		866						LN		33		12		false		        12               Like each of you, I also headed up a				false

		867						LN		33		13		false		        13      business and several organizations.  I have				false

		868						LN		33		14		false		        14      attended virtually many of your board meetings, and				false

		869						LN		33		15		false		        15      your last one made me wonder:  Why does a board				false

		870						LN		33		16		false		        16      appointed by the governor think it is good business				false

		871						LN		33		17		false		        17      to send the governor, who is the CEO of our state,				false

		872						LN		33		18		false		        18      a letter telling him about a million-dollar impact				false

		873						LN		33		19		false		        19      loss from a gun show when the governor is already				false

		874						LN		33		20		false		        20      on record signing AB893, which stopped the sale of				false

		875						LN		33		21		false		        21      firearms and ammunitions at the Del Mar				false

		876						LN		33		22		false		        22      Fairgrounds?				false

		877						LN		33		23		false		        23               Why does the board, appointed by the				false

		878						LN		33		24		false		        24      governor, want to challenge the legislation of an				false

		879						LN		33		25		false		        25      elected official, Dave Min, and that of an elected				false
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		881						LN		34		1		false		         1      legislature, when the business of the board is to				false

		882						LN		34		2		false		         2      represent all of the citizens who enjoy benefits of				false

		883						LN		34		3		false		         3      the Orange County Fairgrounds?				false

		884						LN		34		4		false		         4               Then why does a board appointed by the				false

		885						LN		34		5		false		         5      governor with $50 million in revenues in 2018 and				false

		886						LN		34		6		false		         6      only one bad audit, which was corrected, think it				false

		887						LN		34		7		false		         7      is good business to tell the governor that this				false

		888						LN		34		8		false		         8      board, filled with business and organization				false

		889						LN		34		9		false		         9      leaders, does not have the ability to replace a				false

		890						LN		34		10		false		        10      million dollars of income when the governor has				false

		891						LN		34		11		false		        11      specifically stated that if California continues to				false

		892						LN		34		12		false		        12      permit the sale of firearms and ammunition on				false

		893						LN		34		13		false		        13      state-owned property, we are sending a signal that				false

		894						LN		34		14		false		        14      we value the sale of firearms above the lives of				false

		895						LN		34		15		false		        15      Americans?				false

		896						LN		34		16		false		        16               Lastly, someone at the last board meeting				false

		897						LN		34		17		false		        17      described the gun show as a family-friendly event.				false

		898						LN		34		18		false		        18      Well, that may be what you saw during the curated				false

		899						LN		34		19		false		        19      tour with Mr. Templeton.				false

		900						LN		34		20		false		        20               What I saw -- and I have pictures to prove				false

		901						LN		34		21		false		        21      it -- was Nazi (audio distortion) T-shirts with				false

		902						LN		34		22		false		        22      hateful slogans, and a small child in the aisle				false

		903						LN		34		23		false		        23      swinging a wooden machete as large as he was, and				false

		904						LN		34		24		false		        24      adults not wanting to go down that aisle for fear.				false

		905						LN		34		25		false		        25               I saw a woman breast-feeding her baby in				false
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		907						LN		35		1		false		         1      front of a table full of unsecured large hunting				false

		908						LN		35		2		false		         2      knives easily lifted on the spot.				false

		909						LN		35		3		false		         3               I saw the dual incentives between				false

		910						LN		35		4		false		         4      Cross-Roads and the NRA members, and, of course,				false

		911						LN		35		5		false		         5      ghost guns.				false

		912						LN		35		6		false		         6               Yes, it is all legal.  Ghost guns that				false

		913						LN		35		7		false		         7      look like a gun, shoot like a gun, and kill like a				false

		914						LN		35		8		false		         8      gun, but are totally untraceable.				false

		915						LN		35		9		false		         9               I believe it is not good business to bring				false

		916						LN		35		10		false		        10      these weapons of death into our communities on				false

		917						LN		35		11		false		        11      state-owned property.				false

		918						LN		35		12		false		        12               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Could you please				false

		919						LN		35		13		false		        13      wrap up your comments, please.				false

		920						LN		35		14		false		        14               MS. SHARP:  Yes.  I ask you, with all your				false

		921						LN		35		15		false		        15      experience, I hope you can answer your letter --				false

		922						LN		35		16		false		        16      answer in your letter how this is good business for				false

		923						LN		35		17		false		        17      Orange County and your neighbors in San Diego.				false

		924						LN		35		18		false		        18      Thank you.				false

		925						LN		35		19		false		        19               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Summer, before we				false

		926						LN		35		20		false		        20      have the next speaker, I'm very appreciative of the				false

		927						LN		35		21		false		        21      fact that there are strong feelings on both sides				false

		928						LN		35		22		false		        22      of this issue.  We certainly want everyone to get				false

		929						LN		35		23		false		        23      their thoughts out for the benefit of the board,				false

		930						LN		35		24		false		        24      but if you can all try to adhere to the				false

		931						LN		35		25		false		        25      three-minute limit, it would be very much				false
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		933						LN		36		1		false		         1      appreciated.  I don't want to be in a situation of				false

		934						LN		36		2		false		         2      needing to cut other speakers off.				false

		935						LN		36		3		false		         3               I did allow, out of respect for				false

		936						LN		36		4		false		         4      Senator Min, who is the author of the bill -- I did				false

		937						LN		36		5		false		         5      allow him additional time to articulate his				false

		938						LN		36		6		false		         6      thoughts.				false

		939						LN		36		7		false		         7               So let's just try to stay focused, if we				false

		940						LN		36		8		false		         8      can.				false

		941						LN		36		9		false		         9               Summer, next speaker, please.				false

		942						LN		36		10		false		        10               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.				false

		943						LN		36		11		false		        11               Vice Chair La Belle, I am timing the				false

		944						LN		36		12		false		        12      speakers, just so you know.				false

		945						LN		36		13		false		        13               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Perfect.  Okay.				false

		946						LN		36		14		false		        14      Thank you so much.				false

		947						LN		36		15		false		        15               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  We have Ira Sharp next.				false

		948						LN		36		16		false		        16               Ira, when you're ready.				false

		949						LN		36		17		false		        17               MR. SHARP:  Okay.  Good morning.  I'm				false

		950						LN		36		18		false		        18      Ira Sharp, the cofounder, with Rose Ann Sharp, of				false

		951						LN		36		19		false		        19      Never Again CA.				false

		952						LN		36		20		false		        20               In correspondence, and in the debate on				false

		953						LN		36		21		false		        21      September 13 regarding the proposed letter of the				false

		954						LN		36		22		false		        22      governor, much was made by some of the fact that				false

		955						LN		36		23		false		        23      SB264 was amended in the state assembly to apply				false

		956						LN		36		24		false		        24      solely to the 32nd DAA.				false

		957						LN		36		25		false		        25               The insinuation was that this was somehow				false
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		959						LN		37		1		false		         1      unfair or nefarious.  And nothing could be further				false

		960						LN		37		2		false		         2      from the truth.				false

		961						LN		37		3		false		         3               It's simply due to the fact that this is				false

		962						LN		37		4		false		         4      the way the assembly operates.  No member will				false

		963						LN		37		5		false		         5      support a bill that applies to another assembly				false

		964						LN		37		6		false		         6      member's district, unless that assembly member has				false

		965						LN		37		7		false		         7      signed on to the bill.				false

		966						LN		37		8		false		         8               When San Diego Mayor Todd Gloria was in				false

		967						LN		37		9		false		         9      the assembly, he authored AB893, which solely				false

		968						LN		37		10		false		        10      applied to the ban on the sale of firearms to the				false

		969						LN		37		11		false		        11      Del Mar Fairgrounds.				false

		970						LN		37		12		false		        12               Active chapters of Never Again CA and				false

		971						LN		37		13		false		        13      several other counties asked them to include their				false

		972						LN		37		14		false		        14      fairgrounds, and he conferred with the assembly				false

		973						LN		37		15		false		        15      members who had those fairgrounds in their				false

		974						LN		37		16		false		        16      district.				false

		975						LN		37		17		false		        17               When they decided not to support a ban in				false

		976						LN		37		18		false		        18      their district, the draft bill was narrowed to				false

		977						LN		37		19		false		        19      22nd DAA.				false

		978						LN		37		20		false		        20               That's what happened to SB264.  When it				false

		979						LN		37		21		false		        21      got through appropriations and when it was clear				false

		980						LN		37		22		false		        22      that no other assembly member wished to add their				false

		981						LN		37		23		false		        23      fairgrounds to the legislation, they were dropped.				false

		982						LN		37		24		false		        24               It's totally just disingenuous to suggest				false

		983						LN		37		25		false		        25      that any other motive was at work.				false
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		985						LN		38		1		false		         1               And I would like to make one further				false

		986						LN		38		2		false		         2      response to something that the chair said earlier.				false

		987						LN		38		3		false		         3      It's very clear in the regulations that govern				false

		988						LN		38		4		false		         4      fairgrounds that each fairground is to make a				false

		989						LN		38		5		false		         5      decision of its own based on the input from its				false

		990						LN		38		6		false		         6      community.				false

		991						LN		38		7		false		         7               It is not, as the chair implied, an				false

		992						LN		38		8		false		         8      obligation to allow everything.  We don't allow				false

		993						LN		38		9		false		         9      cannabis.  We don't allow other things.  We make				false

		994						LN		38		10		false		        10      those decisions in banning gun shows -- or the sale				false

		995						LN		38		11		false		        11      of firearms on the fairgrounds is certainly one				false

		996						LN		38		12		false		        12      that we should have made before and the assembly's				false

		997						LN		38		13		false		        13      made for you and that you should not oppose.  You				false

		998						LN		38		14		false		        14      should embrace it to get back to your mission of				false

		999						LN		38		15		false		        15      being family-friendly and a favorable place for all				false

		1000						LN		38		16		false		        16      people of Orange County.				false

		1001						LN		38		17		false		        17               Thank you very much.				false

		1002						LN		38		18		false		        18               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you, Ira.				false

		1003						LN		38		19		false		        19               I'm going to call the next group of				false

		1004						LN		38		20		false		        20      speakers.  There was a Niccolas, followed by Susan				false

		1005						LN		38		21		false		        21      Lew, Julia Demlow, Piper Benom, Gary Levy, and				false

		1006						LN		38		22		false		        22      Jim Cairns.				false

		1007						LN		38		23		false		        23               Nicholas, when you're ready.				false

		1008						LN		38		24		false		        24               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  And, again, let's				false

		1009						LN		38		25		false		        25      all try to work to keep it to the three minutes,				false
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		1011						LN		39		1		false		         1      please.				false

		1012						LN		39		2		false		         2               NICCOLAS:  Thank you.  Can you hear me?				false

		1013						LN		39		3		false		         3               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.				false

		1014						LN		39		4		false		         4               NICCOLAS:  Okay.  I want to thank the				false

		1015						LN		39		5		false		         5      board for this meeting and the senator for his				false

		1016						LN		39		6		false		         6      time, and thank you all for allowing the speaker to				false

		1017						LN		39		7		false		         7      go on this public comment.				false

		1018						LN		39		8		false		         8               So briefly, just to -- really, I'm just a				false

		1019						LN		39		9		false		         9      concerned citizen.  I have -- you know, I have				false

		1020						LN		39		10		false		        10      kids, and my daughter and I -- we went not too long				false

		1021						LN		39		11		false		        11      ago to the -- to a fairground, and we were actually				false

		1022						LN		39		12		false		        12      learning, and she got to shoot, you know, some				false

		1023						LN		39		13		false		        13      BB guns and got to experience what it was to, you				false

		1024						LN		39		14		false		        14      know, hold a gun and all the safety and everything.				false

		1025						LN		39		15		false		        15               And that's one thing I just want to				false

		1026						LN		39		16		false		        16      mention briefly, is that one thing that the senator				false

		1027						LN		39		17		false		        17      and many individuals don't realize is that the				false

		1028						LN		39		18		false		        18      impact that it has, obviously, on all of Southern				false

		1029						LN		39		19		false		        19      California, that when you take away a gun show, be				false

		1030						LN		39		20		false		        20      it in Orange County or Del Mar or anywhere, is that				false

		1031						LN		39		21		false		        21      you have a -- you have an absence of education, an				false

		1032						LN		39		22		false		        22      absence of a culture that is a healthy promoter.				false

		1033						LN		39		23		false		        23               You know, I think the State is -- it would				false

		1034						LN		39		24		false		        24      behoove the State to promote a good culture, there				false
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		1038						LN		40		2		false		         2      do happen, maybe, according to the senator -- I				false

		1039						LN		40		3		false		         3      didn't hear any facts presented other than just				false

		1040						LN		40		4		false		         4      hearsay, but if you don't have a legal culture,				false

		1041						LN		40		5		false		         5      then you don't promote that -- the mindset around				false

		1042						LN		40		6		false		         6      good -- what would be considered gun control or gun				false

		1043						LN		40		7		false		         7      education.				false

		1044						LN		40		8		false		         8               And I think that's critical for citizens				false

		1045						LN		40		9		false		         9      who want to be law abiding, such as myself, and who				false

		1046						LN		40		10		false		        10      want to have that ability to, you know, pass on to				false

		1047						LN		40		11		false		        11      the next generation, you know, how to do it right				false

		1048						LN		40		12		false		        12      and to be current on present-day issues regarding				false

		1049						LN		40		13		false		        13      whatever it might be in regards to firearms.				false

		1050						LN		40		14		false		        14               I just think that aside from the fiscal				false

		1051						LN		40		15		false		        15      impact, you're also taking away the cultural and				false

		1052						LN		40		16		false		        16      educational impact that could be toward the				false

		1053						LN		40		17		false		        17      betterment.				false

		1054						LN		40		18		false		        18               Because, remember, you're taking away, and				false

		1055						LN		40		19		false		        19      what are you -- you're leaving a vacuum of				false

		1056						LN		40		20		false		        20      education, of culture that you're not replacing				false

		1057						LN		40		21		false		        21      with anything.  You're just saying, "No.  Take it				false

		1058						LN		40		22		false		        22      away, and replace it with nothing."				false

		1059						LN		40		23		false		        23               And so I'm asking -- so the people who are				false

		1060						LN		40		24		false		        24      law abiding, who do want those kinds of things, you				false
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		1064						LN		41		2		false		         2      it out," when you have in place right now, a				false

		1065						LN		41		3		false		         3      mechanism that can act as a positive force.				false

		1066						LN		41		4		false		         4               And I support the board in its putting				false

		1067						LN		41		5		false		         5      forward of a -- asking the governor to veto.  I				false

		1068						LN		41		6		false		         6      myself have written to the governor to veto that.				false

		1069						LN		41		7		false		         7               And I just -- Senator, I believe you're				false

		1070						LN		41		8		false		         8      wrong when you think you only speak for everybody				false

		1071						LN		41		9		false		         9      in that regard.				false

		1072						LN		41		10		false		        10               I think that you need to take into				false

		1073						LN		41		11		false		        11      consideration the impact over all of Southern				false

		1074						LN		41		12		false		        12      California and others who may be opposed to that.				false

		1075						LN		41		13		false		        13               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you,				false

		1076						LN		41		14		false		        14      Niccolas.  That is time.				false

		1077						LN		41		15		false		        15               NICCOLAS:  Thank you.				false

		1078						LN		41		16		false		        16               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.				false

		1079						LN		41		17		false		        17               Next up we have Julia Demlow.				false

		1080						LN		41		18		false		        18               Julia, when you're ready.				false

		1081						LN		41		19		false		        19               MS. DEMLOW:  Hello.  Can you hear me?				false

		1082						LN		41		20		false		        20               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  Go right ahead.				false

		1083						LN		41		21		false		        21               MS. DEMLOW:  Thank you.  D-E-M-L-O-W.				false
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		1101						LN		42		13		false		        13      bill does go through the legislative process, it				false

		1102						LN		42		14		false		        14      goes through an appropriations committee on both				false

		1103						LN		42		15		false		        15      the assembly side and the senate side, which is				false
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		1105						LN		42		17		false		        17      impacts, and those were looked at.				false
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		1123						LN		43		9		false		         9      more exciting events that the whole community can				false
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		1125						LN		43		11		false		        11               Also, I had a concern in that -- and I				false
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		1132						LN		43		18		false		        18      people have elected those representatives in order				false
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		1139						LN		43		25		false		        25      time.  Thank you.				false
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		1142						LN		44		2		false		         2               Susan, when you're ready.				false

		1143						LN		44		3		false		         3               MS. LEW:  Hi.  Good morning, everyone.				false
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		1188						LN		45		22		false		        22      should do the same.				false

		1189						LN		45		23		false		        23               Orange County voted for Senator Min based				false

		1190						LN		45		24		false		        24      on his promise to introduce this legislation.  This				false

		1191						LN		45		25		false		        25      is what the voters wanted and the taxpayers wanted.				false

		1192						PG		46		0		false		page 46				false

		1193						LN		46		1		false		         1               I just am urging the board to follow the				false

		1194						LN		46		2		false		         2      spirit of SB264, which passed through the State				false

		1195						LN		46		3		false		         3      legislature with overwhelming and broad support.				false

		1196						LN		46		4		false		         4               Approving gun shows for 2022 or beyond				false

		1197						LN		46		5		false		         5      goes against the spirit of SB264 and directly				false

		1198						LN		46		6		false		         6      against the will of the voters and the families and				false

		1199						LN		46		7		false		         7      the communities that you serve.  Thank you.				false

		1200						LN		46		8		false		         8               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you, Piper.				false

		1201						LN		46		9		false		         9               Next up we have Gary Levy or Levy.				false

		1202						LN		46		10		false		        10               MR. LEVY:  It's Gary Levy, L-E-V-Y.  Thank				false

		1203						LN		46		11		false		        11      you for taking me, ma'am.				false

		1204						LN		46		12		false		        12               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Go right ahead.				false

		1205						LN		46		13		false		        13               MR. LEVY:  I'd like to express my support				false

		1206						LN		46		14		false		        14      for this board to send a letter to the governor				false

		1207						LN		46		15		false		        15      saying that they support gun shows in California				false

		1208						LN		46		16		false		        16      and they reject this Senate Bill 264.				false

		1209						LN		46		17		false		        17               A lot of lies are told about guns and gun				false

		1210						LN		46		18		false		        18      ownership:  One, no guns are obtained at a gun				false

		1211						LN		46		19		false		        19      show.  It just doesn't happen.  It's just a big lie				false

		1212						LN		46		20		false		        20      that's been promulgated.				false

		1213						LN		46		21		false		        21               The lies about the causes of violence in				false

		1214						LN		46		22		false		        22      mass shootings -- okay.  They didn't get them at				false

		1215						LN		46		23		false		        23      gun shows.  These are criminals.				false

		1216						LN		46		24		false		        24               Gun owners -- lawful gun owners are not				false

		1217						LN		46		25		false		        25      the cause of violence in this society.				false

		1218						PG		47		0		false		page 47				false

		1219						LN		47		1		false		         1               We had Senator Min and Ms. Sharp talk				false

		1220						LN		47		2		false		         2      about well-documented cases and major contributors				false

		1221						LN		47		3		false		         3      that obtain these implements of destruction at a				false

		1222						LN		47		4		false		         4      gun store.				false

		1223						LN		47		5		false		         5               Well, my question is this:  They provided				false

		1224						LN		47		6		false		         6      no facts.  Where are the prosecutions for these				false

		1225						LN		47		7		false		         7      well-documented violations at these gun stores?				false

		1226						LN		47		8		false		         8               The second thing I'd like to talk about is				false

		1227						LN		47		9		false		         9      restraint of trade.  Most of these booths and				false

		1228						LN		47		10		false		        10      businesses at small -- at gun shows are small				false

		1229						LN		47		11		false		        11      businesses.				false

		1230						LN		47		12		false		        12               My first job was at the Orange County				false

		1231						LN		47		13		false		        13      Fairgrounds.  It wasn't at the gun show, but it was				false

		1232						LN		47		14		false		        14      another event that promulgated small businesses.				false

		1233						LN		47		15		false		        15               But not only firearms are -- not all				false

		1234						LN		47		16		false		        16      businesses are firearms-related.  There's a lot of				false

		1235						LN		47		17		false		        17      hunting, fishing, outdoors, even photography				false

		1236						LN		47		18		false		        18      businesses that participate in these gun shows.				false

		1237						LN		47		19		false		        19               The other thing I'd like to say is it				false

		1238						LN		47		20		false		        20      represents a culture of like-minded people, and it				false

		1239						LN		47		21		false		        21      violates the First Amendment if you try to cancel				false

		1240						LN		47		22		false		        22      that.  There is something called freedom of				false

		1241						LN		47		23		false		        23      association.  It's part of the First Amendment.				false

		1242						LN		47		24		false		        24               I grew up in Orange County, and, again, a				false

		1243						LN		47		25		false		        25      lot of these businesses that go to gun shows are				false

		1244						PG		48		0		false		page 48				false

		1245						LN		48		1		false		         1      garage businesses.  They start in people's garages.				false

		1246						LN		48		2		false		         2               I think this is a punishment for				false

		1247						LN		48		3		false		         3      Orange County.  It's another carve-out where				false

		1248						LN		48		4		false		         4      they're singling out Orange County just like they				false

		1249						LN		48		5		false		         5      singled out Huntington Beach and they singled out				false

		1250						LN		48		6		false		         6      Orange County beaches and stuff for the pandemic				false

		1251						LN		48		7		false		         7      because the governor does not like Orange County.				false

		1252						LN		48		8		false		         8      It would not fly if it was a statewide ban at all				false

		1253						LN		48		9		false		         9      fairgrounds.				false

		1254						LN		48		10		false		        10               I think you stated your intent on what the				false

		1255						LN		48		11		false		        11      board -- what this board is supposed to do:  It's				false

		1256						LN		48		12		false		        12      supposed to promulgate communities and culture in				false

		1257						LN		48		13		false		        13      Orange County, and this is part of the community				false

		1258						LN		48		14		false		        14      and culture of Orange County, and it should be				false

		1259						LN		48		15		false		        15      allowed to continue at the Orange County				false

		1260						LN		48		16		false		        16      Fairgrounds.  Thank you.				false

		1261						LN		48		17		false		        17               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you.				false

		1262						LN		48		18		false		        18               Next up we have Jim Cairns.  Jim, when				false

		1263						LN		48		19		false		        19      you're ready, if you are still on the line.				false

		1264						LN		48		20		false		        20               (No response.)				false

		1265						LN		48		21		false		        21               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  One last call for Jim.				false

		1266						LN		48		22		false		        22               (No response.)				false

		1267						LN		48		23		false		        23               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Next up, we have William				false

		1268						LN		48		24		false		        24      Ortiz.				false

		1269						LN		48		25		false		        25               William, when you're ready.				false

		1270						PG		49		0		false		page 49				false

		1271						LN		49		1		false		         1               MR. ORTIZ:  Thank you for the opportunity				false

		1272						LN		49		2		false		         2      to speak.				false

		1273						LN		49		3		false		         3               I just would like to express my support				false

		1274						LN		49		4		false		         4      for the board to send out a letter to the governor				false

		1275						LN		49		5		false		         5      to ask him to veto these -- a bill.  I have				false

		1276						LN		49		6		false		         6      personally written, as well, a request to the				false

		1277						LN		49		7		false		         7      governor.				false

		1278						LN		49		8		false		         8               I believe that the premise of this bill				false

		1279						LN		49		9		false		         9      that the gun shows pose a danger to the community				false

		1280						LN		49		10		false		        10      could not be any farther from the truth.				false

		1281						LN		49		11		false		        11               I have personally attended gun shows in				false

		1282						LN		49		12		false		        12      this community.  I can attest that they're just as				false

		1283						LN		49		13		false		        13      safe as any other public event.				false

		1284						LN		49		14		false		        14               The purpose of this bill -- it just seems				false

		1285						LN		49		15		false		        15      to be interpreted that it's an attack on				false

		1286						LN		49		16		false		        16      law-abiding citizens and legal activities that are				false

		1287						LN		49		17		false		        17      actually protected by the U.S. Constitution.				false

		1288						LN		49		18		false		        18               And I do -- I understand that the board is				false

		1289						LN		49		19		false		        19      to be not -- it should be blind to what kind of				false

		1290						LN		49		20		false		        20      activity this is, but it is an activity that -- it				false

		1291						LN		49		21		false		        21      is supported by the community, and we have				false

		1292						LN		49		22		false		        22      communities that -- of like-minded attendants that				false

		1293						LN		49		23		false		        23      go to that community, and it's actually very, very				false

		1294						LN		49		24		false		        24      safe.				false

		1295						LN		49		25		false		        25               And I think the board should support the				false

		1296						PG		50		0		false		page 50				false

		1297						LN		50		1		false		         1      view of those who are like-minded for sportsmanship				false

		1298						LN		50		2		false		         2      or firearms-related events.				false

		1299						LN		50		3		false		         3               Thank you very much.				false

		1300						LN		50		4		false		         4               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  All right.  Thank you,				false

		1301						LN		50		5		false		         5      William.				false

		1302						LN		50		6		false		         6               That concludes public comment on this				false

		1303						LN		50		7		false		         7      item.				false

		1304						LN		50		8		false		         8               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Let's bring it back				false

		1305						LN		50		9		false		         9      to the board for discussion.				false

		1306						LN		50		10		false		        10               Any comments from board members?				false

		1307						LN		50		11		false		        11               MR. BURTON:  Can you allow one more public				false

		1308						LN		50		12		false		        12      comment, please?  I'm sorry.				false

		1309						LN		50		13		false		        13               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Sure.  That's fine.				false

		1310						LN		50		14		false		        14      Go ahead.  And your name?				false

		1311						LN		50		15		false		        15               MR. BURTON:  My name is Pat Burton.  And				false

		1312						LN		50		16		false		        16      I'm sorry.  I didn't realize that I had to sign up				false

		1313						LN		50		17		false		        17      in advance.				false

		1314						LN		50		18		false		        18               Just good morning, and thank you for the				false

		1315						LN		50		19		false		        19      opportunity to speak when I didn't sign up in				false

		1316						LN		50		20		false		        20      advance.				false

		1317						LN		50		21		false		        21               I just wanted to say that I fully respect				false

		1318						LN		50		22		false		        22      Senator Min's right to say that gun shows are not				false

		1319						LN		50		23		false		        23      friendly for his family and it's right to not take				false

		1320						LN		50		24		false		        24      his family to gun shows, but I would completely				false

		1321						LN		50		25		false		        25      draw the line at the fact of him saying that they				false

		1322						PG		51		0		false		page 51				false

		1323						LN		51		1		false		         1      are not friendly for my family.				false

		1324						LN		51		2		false		         2               Four children, 15 grandchildren, and I see				false

		1325						LN		51		3		false		         3      them as perfectly family-friendly events.  I think				false

		1326						LN		51		4		false		         4      the person who spoke up -- the lady who spoke up				false

		1327						LN		51		5		false		         5      after Senator Min spoke was correct, and the fact				false

		1328						LN		51		6		false		         6      that that is a very subjective statement.				false

		1329						LN		51		7		false		         7               For example, you mentioned that tonight				false

		1330						LN		51		8		false		         8      there is a Hank Williams, Jr. concert.  And I would				false

		1331						LN		51		9		false		         9      say that there are people out there that would say				false

		1332						LN		51		10		false		        10      that that is not a family-friendly event.  That is				false

		1333						LN		51		11		false		        11      left for families to decide.				false

		1334						LN		51		12		false		        12               So I respect Senator Min's decision for				false

		1335						LN		51		13		false		        13      his family, but I draw the line where he tries to				false

		1336						LN		51		14		false		        14      make the decision for my family.				false

		1337						LN		51		15		false		        15               Second, when the meeting began and the				false

		1338						LN		51		16		false		        16      mission of the Fair board was read, I would see				false

		1339						LN		51		17		false		        17      these gun shows as perfectly consistent with that				false

		1340						LN		51		18		false		        18      mission, and I think the past history of these gun				false

		1341						LN		51		19		false		        19      shows has demonstrated that.				false

		1342						LN		51		20		false		        20               And so I would say that this is consistent				false

		1343						LN		51		21		false		        21      with the mission of the fair.				false

		1344						LN		51		22		false		        22               And then just, lastly, also, as the lady				false

		1345						LN		51		23		false		        23      who spoke up after Senator Min spoke -- as I				false

		1346						LN		51		24		false		        24      followed this legislation through the California				false

		1347						LN		51		25		false		        25      legislature, it's been filled with his inaccurate				false

		1348						PG		52		0		false		page 52				false

		1349						LN		52		1		false		         1      statements constantly, and someone called him on				false

		1350						LN		52		2		false		         2      several inconsistencies just this morning as he				false

		1351						LN		52		3		false		         3      spoke, with unsubstantiated facts.				false

		1352						LN		52		4		false		         4               So as a law-abiding person who sees the				false

		1353						LN		52		5		false		         5      value of gun shows and sees the enjoyment of gun				false

		1354						LN		52		6		false		         6      shows and sees the constitutional protection for				false

		1355						LN		52		7		false		         7      gun shows, I would just urge you, as a board, to				false

		1356						LN		52		8		false		         8      contact the governor and -- in opposition to --				false

		1357						LN		52		9		false		         9      asking him to veto this law.				false

		1358						LN		52		10		false		        10               And I would also urge you to continue to				false

		1359						LN		52		11		false		        11      contract for gun shows for those of us who see them				false

		1360						LN		52		12		false		        12      as family-friendly and see the value and the				false

		1361						LN		52		13		false		        13      enjoyment of them.				false

		1362						LN		52		14		false		        14               So thank you very much for the opportunity				false

		1363						LN		52		15		false		        15      to speak and for your consideration and your				false

		1364						LN		52		16		false		        16      potential action.  Thank you.				false

		1365						LN		52		17		false		        17               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.				false

		1366						LN		52		18		false		        18               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  One last				false

		1367						LN		52		19		false		        19      time, any other public comments?				false

		1368						LN		52		20		false		        20               (No response.)				false

		1369						LN		52		21		false		        21               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Let's bring				false

		1370						LN		52		22		false		        22      it back to the board for board discussion and				false

		1371						LN		52		23		false		        23      action.				false

		1372						LN		52		24		false		        24               Fellow board members?				false

		1373						LN		52		25		false		        25               MR. BLEK:  Excuse me, but this is Charles				false
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		1375						LN		53		1		false		         1      Blek.  I understand we signed up for public				false

		1376						LN		53		2		false		         2      comment.				false

		1377						LN		53		3		false		         3               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  We don't				false

		1378						LN		53		4		false		         4      believe we have that.				false

		1379						LN		53		5		false		         5               MR. BLEK:  It's Mary Lee Blek and Charles				false

		1380						LN		53		6		false		         6      Blek.				false

		1381						LN		53		7		false		         7               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Do you have that,				false

		1382						LN		53		8		false		         8      Summer?				false

		1383						LN		53		9		false		         9               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  I have a James Black				false

		1384						LN		53		10		false		        10      [verbatim] on the -- that wanted to speak, but then				false

		1385						LN		53		11		false		        11      rescinded.				false

		1386						LN		53		12		false		        12               If I missed you, Charles, I apologize.				false

		1387						LN		53		13		false		        13               MR. BLEK:  No.  I came on -- this is				false

		1388						LN		53		14		false		        14      Charles Blek, B-L-E-K.  And you should also have				false

		1389						LN		53		15		false		        15      Mary Lee Blek, B-L-E-K.				false

		1390						LN		53		16		false		        16               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Apologies if I missed				false

		1391						LN		53		17		false		        17      you.				false

		1392						LN		53		18		false		        18               Charles, go ahead.				false

		1393						LN		53		19		false		        19               MR. BLEK:  Thank you.				false

		1394						LN		53		20		false		        20               I am Charles Blek.  I am a retired				false

		1395						LN		53		21		false		        21      attorney.  I'm past president of Brady				false

		1396						LN		53		22		false		        22      Orange County and currently an active board member.				false

		1397						LN		53		23		false		        23               I had the privilege of offering testimony				false

		1398						LN		53		24		false		        24      at the public safety committees of our state senate				false

		1399						LN		53		25		false		        25      and assembly in support of SB264.				false

		1400						PG		54		0		false		page 54				false

		1401						LN		54		1		false		         1               I am a long-time resident of Orange County				false

		1402						LN		54		2		false		         2      and have been involved in this advocacy for better				false

		1403						LN		54		3		false		         3      than 25 years.  In that time, I have witnessed a				false

		1404						LN		54		4		false		         4      real change in the philosophy of our county.				false

		1405						LN		54		5		false		         5               In regards to this item, the prohibition				false

		1406						LN		54		6		false		         6      of gun shows at the Orange County fairgrounds, it				false

		1407						LN		54		7		false		         7      would appear that the focus has shifted from when I				false

		1408						LN		54		8		false		         8      last spoke to you ten days ago with a current				false

		1409						LN		54		9		false		         9      emphasis on money.				false

		1410						LN		54		10		false		        10               With that in mind, please note that guns				false

		1411						LN		54		11		false		        11      and gun violence are costing the State of				false

		1412						LN		54		12		false		        12      California 14 billion, at $14 billion annually.				false

		1413						LN		54		13		false		        13      Why in the world should our state promote and				false

		1414						LN		54		14		false		        14      facilitate the sale of guns, either actual or				false

		1415						LN		54		15		false		        15      ghosts?				false

		1416						LN		54		16		false		        16               The Orange County Fairgrounds should never				false

		1417						LN		54		17		false		        17      again host any gun show, period.				false

		1418						LN		54		18		false		        18               Thank you for your consideration.				false

		1419						LN		54		19		false		        19               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Is there one more				false

		1420						LN		54		20		false		        20      speaker, I believe?				false

		1421						LN		54		21		false		        21               MS. BLEK:  I will speak -- I will speak				false

		1422						LN		54		22		false		        22      later on the -- discuss of -- the vote to approve,				false

		1423						LN		54		23		false		        23      preapprove gun contracts for gun shows.  I'll do it				false

		1424						LN		54		24		false		        24      later.				false

		1425						LN		54		25		false		        25               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.				false

		1426						PG		55		0		false		page 55				false

		1427						LN		55		1		false		         1               One last time, any other public comments?				false

		1428						LN		55		2		false		         2               (No response.)				false

		1429						LN		55		3		false		         3               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Let's bring				false

		1430						LN		55		4		false		         4      it back to the board for board discussion.				false

		1431						LN		55		5		false		         5               Board comments?				false

		1432						LN		55		6		false		         6               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yeah, Chair.  This is				false

		1433						LN		55		7		false		         7      Director Ruiz.				false

		1434						LN		55		8		false		         8               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Go ahead, Robert.				false

		1435						LN		55		9		false		         9               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  You know, I want to thank				false

		1436						LN		55		10		false		        10      all the speakers who came to speak this morning,				false

		1437						LN		55		11		false		        11      whether they're for the show or not for the show.				false

		1438						LN		55		12		false		        12               There's a lot of unanswered questions here				false

		1439						LN		55		13		false		        13      as far as -- you know, I know dissenters spoke				false

		1440						LN		55		14		false		        14      about the majority of the people in the district				false

		1441						LN		55		15		false		        15      wanting this gun show gone.				false

		1442						LN		55		16		false		        16               I was just wondering if there was a poll				false

		1443						LN		55		17		false		        17      taken of all the constituents and what the results				false

		1444						LN		55		18		false		        18      of this poll were or was this just his opinion.				false

		1445						LN		55		19		false		        19               The other one, this letter is just to let				false

		1446						LN		55		20		false		        20      the governor know to reconsider this, of the				false

		1447						LN		55		21		false		        21      economic impact it's going to take of the 32nd DAA.				false

		1448						LN		55		22		false		        22               And as a steward of the 32nd DAA, that's a				false

		1449						LN		55		23		false		        23      concern of mine.				false

		1450						LN		55		24		false		        24               We can sit here all day and argue what's				false

		1451						LN		55		25		false		        25      family-friendly and what isn't.  You know, we have				false

		1452						PG		56		0		false		page 56				false

		1453						LN		56		1		false		         1      tattoo shows -- they're on the grounds -- that				false

		1454						LN		56		2		false		         2      people can say:  That's not family-friendly.  Some				false

		1455						LN		56		3		false		         3      people may consider that family-friendly.  I don't				false

		1456						LN		56		4		false		         4      know.				false

		1457						LN		56		5		false		         5               And so, you know, I don't think any of the				false

		1458						LN		56		6		false		         6      directors here, you know, can -- would disagree				false

		1459						LN		56		7		false		         7      that gun violence is a problem.				false

		1460						LN		56		8		false		         8               But there's a lot of questions that are				false

		1461						LN		56		9		false		         9      left unanswered when it comes to that.				false

		1462						LN		56		10		false		        10               So I'm in support of sending the letter				false

		1463						LN		56		11		false		        11      because I was somewhat disappointed with how the				false

		1464						LN		56		12		false		        12      process went through, how this was basically just				false

		1465						LN		56		13		false		        13      shoved down our throats.  And I was under the				false

		1466						LN		56		14		false		        14      assumption that this was going to be for all state				false

		1467						LN		56		15		false		        15      fairgrounds.				false

		1468						LN		56		16		false		        16               And I know, Director La Belle, you had				false

		1469						LN		56		17		false		        17      asked the question last meeting of why did it just				false

		1470						LN		56		18		false		        18      all of a sudden come down OC right before the bill				false

		1471						LN		56		19		false		        19      was approved.				false

		1472						LN		56		20		false		        20               So that's a question that I would like				false

		1473						LN		56		21		false		        21      answered as well.  Because, you know, there's other				false

		1474						LN		56		22		false		        22      senators who have not only one DAA, two, ten --				false

		1475						LN		56		23		false		        23      some of them have even more.  Why all of a sudden				false

		1476						LN		56		24		false		        24      this was changed and only affected us?				false

		1477						LN		56		25		false		        25               So as a steward of the 32nd DAA, this is a				false

		1478						PG		57		0		false		page 57				false

		1479						LN		57		1		false		         1      huge economic impact, not only on us, but on small				false

		1480						LN		57		2		false		         2      businesses.				false

		1481						LN		57		3		false		         3               Someone made a comment, you know:  This is				false

		1482						LN		57		4		false		         4      just not all about guns.  I've been to this gun				false

		1483						LN		57		5		false		         5      show, and I've seen families having beef jerky,				false

		1484						LN		57		6		false		         6      selling peanuts, what have you.  So that's my				false

		1485						LN		57		7		false		         7      concern.				false

		1486						LN		57		8		false		         8               I know I have reached out to the senator				false

		1487						LN		57		9		false		         9      prior to this bill being approved, and I asked if				false

		1488						LN		57		10		false		        10      he could delay this bill until we, as a board, can				false

		1489						LN		57		11		false		        11      come together and come up with a solution to				false

		1490						LN		57		12		false		        12      replace the almost million dollars that we're about				false

		1491						LN		57		13		false		        13      to lose if this was to go through.				false

		1492						LN		57		14		false		        14               He said, "Okay.  Let me talk to my staff."				false

		1493						LN		57		15		false		        15               No one ever got back to me.  No one ever				false

		1494						LN		57		16		false		        16      got back to me.				false

		1495						LN		57		17		false		        17               So I'm disappointed, again, in the way				false

		1496						LN		57		18		false		        18      that the bill went through.  I still stand by				false

		1497						LN		57		19		false		        19      that -- this letter, and I just wanted to hear from				false

		1498						LN		57		20		false		        20      the other board members and see what their thoughts				false

		1499						LN		57		21		false		        21      are.				false

		1500						LN		57		22		false		        22               Thank you.				false

		1501						LN		57		23		false		        23               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you,				false

		1502						LN		57		24		false		        24      Director Ruiz.				false

		1503						LN		57		25		false		        25               Other board member comments?				false

		1504						PG		58		0		false		page 58				false

		1505						LN		58		1		false		         1               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  This is				false

		1506						LN		58		2		false		         2      Sandra Cervantes.  I attended the gun show for the				false

		1507						LN		58		3		false		         3      first time, and I think another really important				false

		1508						LN		58		4		false		         4      component that I saw were a lot of safeguards that				false

		1509						LN		58		5		false		         5      have been placed for education.				false

		1510						LN		58		6		false		         6               And as Director Rubalcava-Garcia stated,				false

		1511						LN		58		7		false		         7      and also Director Ruiz, you know, there might be a				false

		1512						LN		58		8		false		         8      lot of different ranges of normal on what we				false

		1513						LN		58		9		false		         9      perceive to believe that is family-friendly or not.				false

		1514						LN		58		10		false		        10      Some people might assume that family-friendly is				false

		1515						LN		58		11		false		        11      not the rainbow flag that we have on the grounds.				false

		1516						LN		58		12		false		        12               So with that said, I think that it is also				false

		1517						LN		58		13		false		        13      very, very important that we do have a safety				false

		1518						LN		58		14		false		        14      component in place.  And I think that the gun show				false

		1519						LN		58		15		false		        15      provides this at large, and I will support as well				false

		1520						LN		58		16		false		        16      the letter.				false

		1521						LN		58		17		false		        17               DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Chair La Belle, this is				false

		1522						LN		58		18		false		        18      Director Rafiei.  If I may address everyone.  I				false

		1523						LN		58		19		false		        19      want to -- well, this is my first board meeting,				false

		1524						LN		58		20		false		        20      but it's not the first one that I've watched.  I				false

		1525						LN		58		21		false		        21      actually have gone back and watched a bunch of the				false

		1526						LN		58		22		false		        22      meetings, so I want to thank, one, all of you who				false

		1527						LN		58		23		false		        23      are on this call, not just the appointed board				false

		1528						LN		58		24		false		        24      members that I'm hoping to get to know better, but				false

		1529						LN		58		25		false		        25      the general public who's come here to speak on this				false

		1530						PG		59		0		false		page 59				false

		1531						LN		59		1		false		         1      issue.				false

		1532						LN		59		2		false		         2               I'd like to ask our CEO, Ms. Rogers --				false

		1533						LN		59		3		false		         3      Ms. Richards -- it's my understanding that we				false

		1534						LN		59		4		false		         4      are -- "we," as in the OC Fairgrounds, is one out				false

		1535						LN		59		5		false		         5      of, if not the only profitable fair that the state				false

		1536						LN		59		6		false		         6      has right now.				false

		1537						LN		59		7		false		         7               Is that accurate information that I have?				false

		1538						LN		59		8		false		         8               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Not entirely accurate.				false

		1539						LN		59		9		false		         9      There are fairs that operate profitably, but there				false

		1540						LN		59		10		false		        10      are about 11 that -- well, maybe even more than				false

		1541						LN		59		11		false		        11      that at this point with COVID, that are in				false

		1542						LN		59		12		false		        12      financial trouble.				false

		1543						LN		59		13		false		        13               DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Thank you so much for				false

		1544						LN		59		14		false		        14      that clarification.				false

		1545						LN		59		15		false		        15               So when I was onboarded by this -- very				false

		1546						LN		59		16		false		        16      quickly, the most important thing that I was told				false

		1547						LN		59		17		false		        17      was:  This job is to oversee the business.  I				false

		1548						LN		59		18		false		        18      thought:  Great.  I run three successful				false

		1549						LN		59		19		false		        19      businesses, so it's something that I can contribute				false

		1550						LN		59		20		false		        20      to the board.				false

		1551						LN		59		21		false		        21               And what we've seen in the last 18 months,				false

		1552						LN		59		22		false		        22      if not longer, not just with COVID, but business				false

		1553						LN		59		23		false		        23      owners have had to get very creative.  And I think				false

		1554						LN		59		24		false		        24      it's the leadership of this board and the staff,				false

		1555						LN		59		25		false		        25      from what I've witnessed online, at least, has				false

		1556						PG		60		0		false		page 60				false

		1557						LN		60		1		false		         1      allowed that to happen.				false

		1558						LN		60		2		false		         2               But we've also seen businesses take stands				false

		1559						LN		60		3		false		         3      on moral issues, whether it's voting rights,				false

		1560						LN		60		4		false		         4      whether it's vaccines, whether it's access to				false

		1561						LN		60		5		false		         5      reproductive rights.				false

		1562						LN		60		6		false		         6               So as a business, we also need to consider				false

		1563						LN		60		7		false		         7      the moral implications of these gun shows in our				false

		1564						LN		60		8		false		         8      communities.				false

		1565						LN		60		9		false		         9               I do think that to Director Ruiz's				false

		1566						LN		60		10		false		        10      question about polling, I'm actually positive that				false

		1567						LN		60		11		false		        11      there is polling done on this issue, and I'll just				false

		1568						LN		60		12		false		        12      forward it to you separately, since I know your				false

		1569						LN		60		13		false		        13      information.				false

		1570						LN		60		14		false		        14               But this is something that isn't just on				false

		1571						LN		60		15		false		        15      the fringe.  The money, the million dollars --				false

		1572						LN		60		16		false		        16      again, one of the most successful fairs before I				false

		1573						LN		60		17		false		        17      even got on this -- so I can tell you that there				false

		1574						LN		60		18		false		        18      are ways to recoup this money a zillion fold.				false

		1575						LN		60		19		false		        19               Right now, September 22nd and 23rd, in				false

		1576						LN		60		20		false		        20      Santa Rosa, there is a convention -- a trade				false

		1577						LN		60		21		false		        21      convention going on called Hall of Flowers, the				false

		1578						LN		60		22		false		        22      largest cannabis convention going on in the state,				false

		1579						LN		60		23		false		        23      making millions of dollars in revenue and not				false

		1580						LN		60		24		false		        24      killing anybody by accident, whether it is a joint				false

		1581						LN		60		25		false		        25      that gets lost and is a ghost joint somewhere?  No				false

		1582						PG		61		0		false		page 61				false

		1583						LN		61		1		false		         1      one is going to get killed for it.				false

		1584						LN		61		2		false		         2               Also, I was told that we were writing this				false

		1585						LN		61		3		false		         3      letter to inform the governor of this loss.  I'm				false

		1586						LN		61		4		false		         4      pretty sure that he's aware of it.  He's signed				false

		1587						LN		61		5		false		         5      everything that he can to be supportive of this				false

		1588						LN		61		6		false		         6      legislation.  So I don't think our job is to inform				false

		1589						LN		61		7		false		         7      him on what's going to happen if this goes through,				false

		1590						LN		61		8		false		         8      whether he signs it or leaves it on his desk for it				false

		1591						LN		61		9		false		         9      to go effective.				false

		1592						LN		61		10		false		        10               And, again, the possibility of us raising				false

		1593						LN		61		11		false		        11      funds that are needed in other avenues is there.				false

		1594						LN		61		12		false		        12               Of all the speakers that spoke today, I				false

		1595						LN		61		13		false		        13      took notes.  I'm also the secretary of an				false

		1596						LN		61		14		false		        14      organization, so I take copious notes as well,				false

		1597						LN		61		15		false		        15      Michele.				false

		1598						LN		61		16		false		        16               We had five speakers -- I'm sorry, four				false

		1599						LN		61		17		false		        17      speakers supporting us sending the letter, five				false

		1600						LN		61		18		false		        18      speakers supporting the ban of the gun shows.				false

		1601						LN		61		19		false		        19               All the speakers supporting this letter				false

		1602						LN		61		20		false		        20      are men.  The perspective of women was lost on				false

		1603						LN		61		21		false		        21      this.  All the women that spoke about the fear they				false

		1604						LN		61		22		false		        22      have of these guns going rogue or the gun violence				false

		1605						LN		61		23		false		        23      in our community are the voices that I'm hearing.				false

		1606						LN		61		24		false		        24      And maybe that's the perspective that I was asked				false

		1607						LN		61		25		false		        25      to bring to this board, but that's something that I				false

		1608						PG		62		0		false		page 62				false

		1609						LN		62		1		false		         1      noted here.				false

		1610						LN		62		2		false		         2               So as a business, yes, we have to be				false

		1611						LN		62		3		false		         3      financially responsible, but we can do so without				false

		1612						LN		62		4		false		         4      necessarily this $1 million of income.				false

		1613						LN		62		5		false		         5               We should be taking a position morally on				false

		1614						LN		62		6		false		         6      issues that affect our communities, Orange County				false

		1615						LN		62		7		false		         7      and beyond.  And it is not our responsibility to				false

		1616						LN		62		8		false		         8      tell the CEO of the state what he already knows.				false

		1617						LN		62		9		false		         9               So I'm not going to be supporting sending				false

		1618						LN		62		10		false		        10      a letter to the governor.				false

		1619						LN		62		11		false		        11               Thank you so much for your time.				false

		1620						LN		62		12		false		        12               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director				false

		1621						LN		62		13		false		        13      Rafiei.				false

		1622						LN		62		14		false		        14               Director Aitken?  Director Bagneris?				false

		1623						LN		62		15		false		        15      Director Kovacevich, any comments?				false

		1624						LN		62		16		false		        16               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Chair La Belle, I just				false

		1625						LN		62		17		false		        17      want to, again, echo our new director's sentiment.				false

		1626						LN		62		18		false		        18      Thank you to everyone that is weighing in on this				false

		1627						LN		62		19		false		        19      issue.  I know the minutes were not attached from				false

		1628						LN		62		20		false		        20      our meeting ten days ago, or, sorry, last Monday,				false

		1629						LN		62		21		false		        21      so I'm going to be repetitive only because I just				false

		1630						LN		62		22		false		        22      want to make sure the record is clear on why I'm				false

		1631						LN		62		23		false		        23      not going to be supporting this motion.				false

		1632						LN		62		24		false		        24               You know, I think we just had a public				false

		1633						LN		62		25		false		        25      strategic planning session, and one of the				false

		1634						PG		63		0		false		page 63				false

		1635						LN		63		1		false		         1      questions and one of the things that we were				false

		1636						LN		63		2		false		         2      talking about with our CEO and with our fellow				false

		1637						LN		63		3		false		         3      board members are opportunities.				false

		1638						LN		63		4		false		         4               And we talked about self-producing events,				false

		1639						LN		63		5		false		         5      the ability to make more money when we are bringing				false

		1640						LN		63		6		false		         6      culturally relevant, diverse events onto these				false

		1641						LN		63		7		false		         7      fairgrounds as opposed to just renting the property				false

		1642						LN		63		8		false		         8      to people that are going to be putting on shows				false

		1643						LN		63		9		false		         9      where we really cannot control the content.				false

		1644						LN		63		10		false		        10               So I disagree respectfully with the letter				false

		1645						LN		63		11		false		        11      in saying that we cannot replace the income that we				false

		1646						LN		63		12		false		        12      would lose if we did not have the gun shows.  I				false

		1647						LN		63		13		false		        13      think it is actually an opportunity to do things				false

		1648						LN		63		14		false		        14      that really better reflect the values of our				false

		1649						LN		63		15		false		        15      community.				false

		1650						LN		63		16		false		        16               I also want to reiterate the point that I				false

		1651						LN		63		17		false		        17      do not think it is the role of this board -- and I				false

		1652						LN		63		18		false		        18      respect that board members have disagreed with				false

		1653						LN		63		19		false		        19      me -- that we inform the governor, who just won a				false

		1654						LN		63		20		false		        20      very successful recall election to stay in office,				false

		1655						LN		63		21		false		        21      how to do his job when he has been so consistent on				false

		1656						LN		63		22		false		        22      this issue, where he has supported other				false

		1657						LN		63		23		false		        23      fairgrounds in banning gun shows on state property.				false

		1658						LN		63		24		false		        24      I think his history has been clear.				false

		1659						LN		63		25		false		        25               And even if not, I want to make sure that				false

		1660						PG		64		0		false		page 64				false

		1661						LN		64		1		false		         1      over the last couple of years that I am consistent.				false

		1662						LN		64		2		false		         2      I agree with Director Ruiz.  I don't think we				false

		1663						LN		64		3		false		         3      should be the arbiter of what is family-friendly				false

		1664						LN		64		4		false		         4      and what is not family-friendly.  That is for every				false

		1665						LN		64		5		false		         5      individual that comes to the fairgrounds to decide.				false

		1666						LN		64		6		false		         6               But we do get to make the decision about				false

		1667						LN		64		7		false		         7      what is consistent with our values.  And while we				false

		1668						LN		64		8		false		         8      might disagree, I do not think this is consistent				false

		1669						LN		64		9		false		         9      with our values, and I will not be supporting				false

		1670						LN		64		10		false		        10      writing the governor to overturn a letter for				false

		1671						LN		64		11		false		        11      legislation that has been voted on and approved by				false

		1672						LN		64		12		false		        12      both our state senator and assembly member.				false

		1673						LN		64		13		false		        13               So thank you for your time.				false

		1674						LN		64		14		false		        14               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Chair La Belle, I				false

		1675						LN		64		15		false		        15      actually have a comment.  This is Chair				false

		1676						LN		64		16		false		        16      Rubalcava-Garcia.				false

		1677						LN		64		17		false		        17               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Please, Chair, go				false

		1678						LN		64		18		false		        18      ahead.				false

		1679						LN		64		19		false		        19               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And my apologies.				false

		1680						LN		64		20		false		        20      I'm in a very noisy space.				false

		1681						LN		64		21		false		        21               So my comments are:  First, I want to				false

		1682						LN		64		22		false		        22      thank all of our board members for weighing in on				false

		1683						LN		64		23		false		        23      the topic.  I know this is a very difficult thing				false

		1684						LN		64		24		false		        24      to discuss, but I also want to highlight one thing.				false

		1685						LN		64		25		false		        25               I do disagree with some of the comments --				false

		1686						PG		65		0		false		page 65				false

		1687						LN		65		1		false		         1      respectfully disagree with some of my co-board				false

		1688						LN		65		2		false		         2      members' comments related to the fact that it's not				false

		1689						LN		65		3		false		         3      our fiduciary duty to at least get the loss on the				false

		1690						LN		65		4		false		         4      record for budget issues and to send this letter to				false

		1691						LN		65		5		false		         5      the governor, regardless of whether he is aware of				false

		1692						LN		65		6		false		         6      it.				false

		1693						LN		65		7		false		         7               We all know his position, but let's face				false

		1694						LN		65		8		false		         8      it, this ban is not changing -- providing any				false

		1695						LN		65		9		false		         9      comprehensive change to gun control.  It's merely a				false

		1696						LN		65		10		false		        10      superficial way for an elected official to declare				false

		1697						LN		65		11		false		        11      victory on one of his campaign promises.				false

		1698						LN		65		12		false		        12               So I just want to remind, as a woman who				false

		1699						LN		65		13		false		        13      is basically saying, I think that we should allow				false

		1700						LN		65		14		false		        14      for these shows to continue, although that is not				false

		1701						LN		65		15		false		        15      the intention of the letter.				false

		1702						LN		65		16		false		        16               My opinion on the topic doesn't matter.  I				false

		1703						LN		65		17		false		        17      think the issue that we have before the board that				false

		1704						LN		65		18		false		        18      we need to discuss right now is primarily the focus				false

		1705						LN		65		19		false		        19      on the letter, which is sending it to the governor				false

		1706						LN		65		20		false		        20      to have it on the record, and I don't see anything				false

		1707						LN		65		21		false		        21      wrong with that.				false

		1708						LN		65		22		false		        22               So I will be voting yes to approve the				false

		1709						LN		65		23		false		        23      letter that is drafted.				false

		1710						LN		65		24		false		        24               It is not a sharply worded letter.  It is				false

		1711						LN		65		25		false		        25      not a letter threatening the governor.  I'm a				false

		1712						PG		66		0		false		page 66				false

		1713						LN		66		1		false		         1      supporter of the governor.  I voted no on the				false

		1714						LN		66		2		false		         2      recall.  I don't think that it's -- that has				false

		1715						LN		66		3		false		         3      nothing to do with the work of the 32nd DAA.				false

		1716						LN		66		4		false		         4               I do agree that there are other				false

		1717						LN		66		5		false		         5      opportunities, and I love the cannabis idea.  I				false

		1718						LN		66		6		false		         6      think that there is opportunities, especially with				false

		1719						LN		66		7		false		         7      the City of Costa Mesa recently rolling back some				false

		1720						LN		66		8		false		         8      of their prohibition on allowing it in the city,				false

		1721						LN		66		9		false		         9      and there is opportunity to expand that.				false

		1722						LN		66		10		false		        10               But the issue before us today is whether				false

		1723						LN		66		11		false		        11      or not this SB- -- the bill -- I can't remember the				false

		1724						LN		66		12		false		        12      bill.  I don't have it in front of me -- whether				false

		1725						LN		66		13		false		        13      this bill, you know -- whether or not this Fair				false

		1726						LN		66		14		false		        14      Board should write a letter to the governor.				false

		1727						LN		66		15		false		        15               That's it.  It's simple, very easy.  So I				false

		1728						LN		66		16		false		        16      will be voting yes on the letter today.				false

		1729						LN		66		17		false		        17               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Chair				false

		1730						LN		66		18		false		        18      Rubalcava-Garcia, this is Director Kovacevich.				false

		1731						LN		66		19		false		        19               Could you explain further on why you think				false

		1732						LN		66		20		false		        20      it's important to get this on record with the				false

		1733						LN		66		21		false		        21      State?				false

		1734						LN		66		22		false		        22               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Absolutely.				false

		1735						LN		66		23		false		        23               So, you know, we are appointed members of				false

		1736						LN		66		24		false		        24      the -- we're the governing body.  There's two				false

		1737						LN		66		25		false		        25      distinctions that I think is really important to				false

		1738						PG		67		0		false		page 67				false

		1739						LN		67		1		false		         1      make:  One, Del Mar and Cal Palos -- those boards				false

		1740						LN		67		2		false		         2      took a position to ban gun shows, which eventually				false

		1741						LN		67		3		false		         3      led to the -- (audio distortion).				false

		1742						LN		67		4		false		         4               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Chair				false

		1743						LN		67		5		false		         5      Rubalcava-Garcia, you're cutting in and out.				false

		1744						LN		67		6		false		         6               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I'm getting no				false

		1745						LN		67		7		false		         7      audio, Natalie.				false

		1746						LN		67		8		false		         8               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  -- as part of				false

		1747						LN		67		9		false		         9      this discussion.				false

		1748						LN		67		10		false		        10               But the difference is that those boards				false

		1749						LN		67		11		false		        11      took the position that they had.  Dave Min went				false

		1750						LN		67		12		false		        12      around legislation.  And I think it's important				false

		1751						LN		67		13		false		        13      from a PR -- it's a very successful (audio				false

		1752						LN		67		14		false		        14      distortion) -- sorry.  I dropped off there.				false

		1753						LN		67		15		false		        15               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  I think we've lost				false

		1754						LN		67		16		false		        16      her.				false

		1755						LN		67		17		false		        17               Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, we're not able to				false

		1756						LN		67		18		false		        18      hear what you're saying.  I don't know if you've				false

		1757						LN		67		19		false		        19      stepped into a different space.				false

		1758						LN		67		20		false		        20               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  While we're waiting				false

		1759						LN		67		21		false		        21      for that, this is Director Bagneris, and my				false

		1760						LN		67		22		false		        22      position has not changed on the letter.  I				false

		1761						LN		67		23		false		        23      appreciate the fact that it was reworked, but I				false

		1762						LN		67		24		false		        24      will not be supporting this letter.				false

		1763						LN		67		25		false		        25               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director				false

		1764						PG		68		0		false		page 68				false

		1765						LN		68		1		false		         1      Bagneris.				false

		1766						LN		68		2		false		         2               Is Director Pham on the line?				false

		1767						LN		68		3		false		         3               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  No, he's not.				false

		1768						LN		68		4		false		         4               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Michele, with				false

		1769						LN		68		5		false		         5      Natalie's bad connection, do you have any color as				false

		1770						LN		68		6		false		         6      to the importance of sort of getting the financial				false

		1771						LN		68		7		false		         7      loss on the record with the State?				false

		1772						LN		68		8		false		         8               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Well, you know, the				false

		1773						LN		68		9		false		         9      gun shows have -- typically, there have been up to				false

		1774						LN		68		10		false		        10      five shows per year, per calendar year.  There have				false

		1775						LN		68		11		false		        11      been years where the revenue generated from those				false

		1776						LN		68		12		false		        12      contracts is close to a million dollars, and that				false

		1777						LN		68		13		false		        13      would include the rental fees, staffing fees,				false

		1778						LN		68		14		false		        14      equipment fees, and then, of course, the parking				false

		1779						LN		68		15		false		        15      fees and commissions on food and beverage				false

		1780						LN		68		16		false		        16      associated with the show.				false

		1781						LN		68		17		false		        17               So I can -- certainly speaking as the CEO				false

		1782						LN		68		18		false		        18      of this organization, I'm concerned anytime we				false

		1783						LN		68		19		false		        19      would lose a million dollars in revenue, take out				false

		1784						LN		68		20		false		        20      the topic altogether.  It is a loss to the				false

		1785						LN		68		21		false		        21      organization.				false

		1786						LN		68		22		false		        22               Can it be replaced?  It absolutely can be				false

		1787						LN		68		23		false		        23      replaced, but it can't be replaced overnight.  Our				false

		1788						LN		68		24		false		        24      sales team is very good at generating interest in				false

		1789						LN		68		25		false		        25      new business, and our events team is phenomenal at				false

		1790						PG		69		0		false		page 69				false

		1791						LN		69		1		false		         1      servicing our events that come back year after				false

		1792						LN		69		2		false		         2      year.				false

		1793						LN		69		3		false		         3               So I have faith that they can replace the				false

		1794						LN		69		4		false		         4      business, but it's not going to happen overnight.				false

		1795						LN		69		5		false		         5      And it will definitely have an impact on our				false

		1796						LN		69		6		false		         6      revenue stream for the year, but there is demand				false

		1797						LN		69		7		false		         7      for this property.				false

		1798						LN		69		8		false		         8               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  And is there any --				false

		1799						LN		69		9		false		         9      I mean, I guess is there a thought that we would be				false

		1800						LN		69		10		false		        10      able to receive funds from the State if we make				false

		1801						LN		69		11		false		        11      them aware of this loss, or what's the kind of				false

		1802						LN		69		12		false		        12      thinking behind getting this on the record?				false

		1803						LN		69		13		false		        13               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  I have not heard of				false

		1804						LN		69		14		false		        14      any support that is pending, and I would be very				false

		1805						LN		69		15		false		        15      surprised if the State, you know, offered any				false

		1806						LN		69		16		false		        16      replacement funds.				false

		1807						LN		69		17		false		        17               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Okay.  Well, this is				false

		1808						LN		69		18		false		        18      Director Kovacevich again.  I haven't given my				false

		1809						LN		69		19		false		        19      comment, but just have been listening to everybody,				false

		1810						LN		69		20		false		        20      and it's been good to hear everyone's perspective				false

		1811						LN		69		21		false		        21      on this.				false

		1812						LN		69		22		false		        22               I agree with putting the specifics around,				false

		1813						LN		69		23		false		        23      you know, people's feelings around the gun show to				false

		1814						LN		69		24		false		        24      the side.  I don't think it's relevant to what				false

		1815						LN		69		25		false		        25      we're discussing here.				false

		1816						PG		70		0		false		page 70				false

		1817						LN		70		1		false		         1               I think the events have transpired.  We				false

		1818						LN		70		2		false		         2      are in this situation.  We're debating whether or				false

		1819						LN		70		3		false		         3      not to send this letter to the governor, and my				false

		1820						LN		70		4		false		         4      opinion is I don't see the merit there, the fruit				false

		1821						LN		70		5		false		         5      that this letter would yield.				false

		1822						LN		70		6		false		         6               And I think also I'm a believer in kind of				false

		1823						LN		70		7		false		         7      picking your battles, and I want to make sure that,				false

		1824						LN		70		8		false		         8      you know, if there's something where we do really				false

		1825						LN		70		9		false		         9      need the governor to support us, that we use, you				false

		1826						LN		70		10		false		        10      know, our voice at that time to hopefully get an				false

		1827						LN		70		11		false		        11      outcome that's needed; right?				false

		1828						LN		70		12		false		        12               And I think in this scenario --				false

		1829						LN		70		13		false		        13      fortunately, we're in a good financial position				false

		1830						LN		70		14		false		        14      that even with this loss -- and as a business				false

		1831						LN		70		15		false		        15      owner, I hate to see a financial loss also,				false

		1832						LN		70		16		false		        16      specifically targeted solely at our fair versus the				false

		1833						LN		70		17		false		        17      rest of the fair.  It doesn't seem fair, pun				false

		1834						LN		70		18		false		        18      intended.				false

		1835						LN		70		19		false		        19               But that said, I don't see this letter				false

		1836						LN		70		20		false		        20      resulting in recouping funds.				false

		1837						LN		70		21		false		        21               I also think that there may come a time				false

		1838						LN		70		22		false		        22      where we are in need, and I think that would be a				false

		1839						LN		70		23		false		        23      better time to submit a plea to the governor.				false

		1840						LN		70		24		false		        24               So in light of the fact that I don't see				false

		1841						LN		70		25		false		        25      much fruit bearing out of sending this letter and				false

		1842						PG		71		0		false		page 71				false

		1843						LN		71		1		false		         1      potentially the opposite occurring, where, you				false

		1844						LN		71		2		false		         2      know, the governor has demonstrated his support for				false

		1845						LN		71		3		false		         3      signing these types of bills, you know, I wouldn't				false

		1846						LN		71		4		false		         4      want to look like we're, you know, putting this out				false

		1847						LN		71		5		false		         5      there.				false

		1848						LN		71		6		false		         6               I think the letter's written really well,				false

		1849						LN		71		7		false		         7      and I don't think it would come across that way,				false

		1850						LN		71		8		false		         8      but just to avoid that, I'm going to take the				false

		1851						LN		71		9		false		         9      position of voting against sending the letter at				false

		1852						LN		71		10		false		        10      this time.				false

		1853						LN		71		11		false		        11               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I believe we've				false

		1854						LN		71		12		false		        12      heard from all the directors.  Let me provide my				false

		1855						LN		71		13		false		        13      comments before we move on.				false

		1856						LN		71		14		false		        14               Between being a government employee and				false

		1857						LN		71		15		false		        15      being a government volunteer, as I am now, I've				false

		1858						LN		71		16		false		        16      been doing this for 57 years, and I've spent many				false

		1859						LN		71		17		false		        17      hours evaluating the process of how the legislative				false

		1860						LN		71		18		false		        18      process works at the state level.  The bottom line				false

		1861						LN		71		19		false		        19      is:  It is what it is.  There is now a matter on				false

		1862						LN		71		20		false		        20      the desk of Governor Newsom.  He will either sign				false

		1863						LN		71		21		false		        21      it or it will automatically go into law on the 10th				false

		1864						LN		71		22		false		        22      of October or he will veto it.				false

		1865						LN		71		23		false		        23               I agree with our new director.  I believe				false

		1866						LN		71		24		false		        24      both the dialogue we've had today as a board and				false

		1867						LN		71		25		false		        25      the dialogue we had on the 13th -- I'm sure the				false

		1868						PG		72		0		false		page 72				false

		1869						LN		72		1		false		         1      governor is very aware of the economic issues that				false

		1870						LN		72		2		false		         2      the 32nd DAA will be facing.				false

		1871						LN		72		3		false		         3               I do have the same concern that				false

		1872						LN		72		4		false		         4      Director Ruiz mentioned, that -- only applying to				false

		1873						LN		72		5		false		         5      the 32nd DAA, but that's the way the process works.				false

		1874						LN		72		6		false		         6      That's -- the legislature has spoken.  Now we just				false

		1875						LN		72		7		false		         7      wait for the governor.				false

		1876						LN		72		8		false		         8               I agree with Director Kovacevich.  I'm a				false

		1877						LN		72		9		false		         9      firm believer in choosing one's battles in terms of				false

		1878						LN		72		10		false		        10      what is important.				false

		1879						LN		72		11		false		        11               I compliment the staff.  Michele, I think,				false

		1880						LN		72		12		false		        12      did a fantastic job of incorporating into the draft				false

		1881						LN		72		13		false		        13      what the board's discussion was on the 13th.				false

		1882						LN		72		14		false		        14               All of that being said, I would like to				false

		1883						LN		72		15		false		        15      entertain a motion that we table this matter.				false

		1884						LN		72		16		false		        16               Is there a --				false

		1885						LN		72		17		false		        17               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Mr. La Belle, is there				false

		1886						LN		72		18		false		        18      a reason to table this?  Or just let it pass?  We				false

		1887						LN		72		19		false		        19      either need a motion that says we're going to send				false

		1888						LN		72		20		false		        20      the letter, or I don't think we need a motion at				false

		1889						LN		72		21		false		        21      all.  I don't think we need to table it.				false

		1890						LN		72		22		false		        22               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  The option is take				false

		1891						LN		72		23		false		        23      no action at all.				false

		1892						LN		72		24		false		        24               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.				false

		1893						LN		72		25		false		        25               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  But tabling it,				false

		1894						PG		73		0		false		page 73				false

		1895						LN		73		1		false		         1      that's basically no action.  So -- but it's up				false

		1896						LN		73		2		false		         2      to -- if there's a motion to --				false

		1897						LN		73		3		false		         3               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  This is Director				false

		1898						LN		73		4		false		         4      Rubalcava.  I hope you can hear me at this time.				false

		1899						LN		73		5		false		         5               But I would like to make a motion to send				false

		1900						LN		73		6		false		         6      the letter to the governor.  And I would also like				false

		1901						LN		73		7		false		         7      to make one comment.				false

		1902						LN		73		8		false		         8               This letter is not going to create				false

		1903						LN		73		9		false		         9      comprehensive change.  We're simply getting it on				false

		1904						LN		73		10		false		        10      the record.  I'm not really sure what the issue is				false

		1905						LN		73		11		false		        11      with our other board members who just don't want to				false

		1906						LN		73		12		false		        12      get it on the record, regardless of whether or not				false

		1907						LN		73		13		false		        13      the governor is aware of this.  This is part of the				false

		1908						LN		73		14		false		        14      process.				false

		1909						LN		73		15		false		        15               So I would like to make a motion to go				false

		1910						LN		73		16		false		        16      ahead and vote to send the letter.				false

		1911						LN		73		17		false		        17               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  There is a				false

		1912						LN		73		18		false		        18      motion from Chair Garcia to send the letter.				false

		1913						LN		73		19		false		        19               Is there a second?				false

		1914						LN		73		20		false		        20               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  This is				false

		1915						LN		73		21		false		        21      Sandra Cervantes.  I second.				false

		1916						LN		73		22		false		        22               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  We have a				false

		1917						LN		73		23		false		        23      motion and a second on the floor to send the				false

		1918						LN		73		24		false		        24      letter.				false

		1919						LN		73		25		false		        25               Is there any further discussion on the				false

		1920						PG		74		0		false		page 74				false

		1921						LN		74		1		false		         1      part of the board?				false

		1922						LN		74		2		false		         2               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I call for the				false

		1923						LN		74		3		false		         3      previous question.  I think we have had plenty of				false

		1924						LN		74		4		false		         4      discussion.				false

		1925						LN		74		5		false		         5               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  The question				false

		1926						LN		74		6		false		         6      has been called.  The question has been called.				false

		1927						LN		74		7		false		         7               Summer, can you call the roll, please?				false

		1928						LN		74		8		false		         8               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.				false

		1929						LN		74		9		false		         9               Chair Rubalcava-Garcia.				false

		1930						LN		74		10		false		        10               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.				false

		1931						LN		74		11		false		        11               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Vice Chair La Belle.				false

		1932						LN		74		12		false		        12               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  No.				false

		1933						LN		74		13		false		        13               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Cervantes.				false

		1934						LN		74		14		false		        14               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.				false

		1935						LN		74		15		false		        15               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.				false

		1936						LN		74		16		false		        16               (No response.)				false

		1937						LN		74		17		false		        17               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.				false

		1938						LN		74		18		false		        18               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  I'm sorry.  That's a "yes"				false

		1939						LN		74		19		false		        19      for me.				false

		1940						LN		74		20		false		        20               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.				false

		1941						LN		74		21		false		        21               Director Bagneris.				false

		1942						LN		74		22		false		        22               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  No.				false

		1943						LN		74		23		false		        23               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Aitken.				false

		1944						LN		74		24		false		        24               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  No.				false

		1945						LN		74		25		false		        25               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Kovacevich.				false

		1946						PG		75		0		false		page 75				false

		1947						LN		75		1		false		         1               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  No.				false

		1948						LN		75		2		false		         2               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  And Director Rafiei.				false

		1949						LN		75		3		false		         3               DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  No.				false

		1950						LN		75		4		false		         4               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  The motion				false

		1951						LN		75		5		false		         5      fails.				false

		1952						LN		75		6		false		         6               Let's move on to Item 8F.				false

		1953						LN		75		7		false		         7               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Okay.  8F is kind of				false

		1954						LN		75		8		false		         8      on the same topic.  The bill, SB264, banning gun				false

		1955						LN		75		9		false		         9      shows at the OC Fair and Events Center -- it				false

		1956						LN		75		10		false		        10      actually has an exemption in the bill that excludes				false

		1957						LN		75		11		false		        11      any rental agreements that are in place prior to				false

		1958						LN		75		12		false		        12      the bill's effective date of January 1st, and that				false

		1959						LN		75		13		false		        13      should be 2022.  My apologies for that typo.				false

		1960						LN		75		14		false		        14               The promoter of Cross-Roads of the West				false

		1961						LN		75		15		false		        15      gun shows has approached us about whether or not				false

		1962						LN		75		16		false		        16      the board would consider preapproving its rental				false

		1963						LN		75		17		false		        17      agreements for 2022.  Currently, there are five				false

		1964						LN		75		18		false		        18      dates that are on the calendar for -- our booking				false

		1965						LN		75		19		false		        19      calendar for those shows.				false

		1966						LN		75		20		false		        20               At the same time, the promoter				false

		1967						LN		75		21		false		        21      acknowledged prior conversations by the board				false

		1968						LN		75		22		false		        22      regarding those precursor firearm -- or firearm				false

		1969						LN		75		23		false		        23      precursor parts, or commonly known as ghost guns,				false

		1970						LN		75		24		false		        24      and has offered to consider eliminating those				false

		1971						LN		75		25		false		        25      exhibitors from its 2022 shows, if approved.				false

		1972						PG		76		0		false		page 76				false

		1973						LN		76		1		false		         1               So the matter before the board would be				false

		1974						LN		76		2		false		         2      whether the board would approve the gun shows those				false

		1975						LN		76		3		false		         3      dates for 2022, which would include shows in				false

		1976						LN		76		4		false		         4      January, March, June, August, and November of 2022.				false

		1977						LN		76		5		false		         5               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.				false

		1978						LN		76		6		false		         6               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  This is Director --				false

		1979						LN		76		7		false		         7               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Go ahead, Director.				false

		1980						LN		76		8		false		         8               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Go ahead.				false

		1981						LN		76		9		false		         9               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  But if you'd like to				false

		1982						LN		76		10		false		        10      comment at this time, go ahead.				false

		1983						LN		76		11		false		        11               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  I was just going to ask if				false

		1984						LN		76		12		false		        12      there was any public comments as well.  I'm sorry.				false

		1985						LN		76		13		false		        13      Let's go ahead and take those first.				false

		1986						LN		76		14		false		        14               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Great.  No problem.				false

		1987						LN		76		15		false		        15      Great.  Thank you.				false

		1988						LN		76		16		false		        16               Any public comments, Summer?				false

		1989						LN		76		17		false		        17               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes, we do.  Ash Alvandi,				false

		1990						LN		76		18		false		        18      If you want to make public comment, I have you on				false

		1991						LN		76		19		false		        19      the list still, followed by Rose Ann Sharp,				false

		1992						LN		76		20		false		        20      Ira Sharp, Julia Demlow.  We'll take those first.				false

		1993						LN		76		21		false		        21               MR. ALVANDI:  Thanks, Summer.  No comment				false

		1994						LN		76		22		false		        22      at this time, but I will go ahead and put my				false

		1995						LN		76		23		false		        23      contact info in the chat if anybody would like to				false

		1996						LN		76		24		false		        24      reach out to the senator's office.				false

		1997						LN		76		25		false		        25               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you.				false

		1998						PG		77		0		false		page 77				false

		1999						LN		77		1		false		         1               Rose Ann Sharp, are you ready?				false

		2000						LN		77		2		false		         2               MS. SHARP:  Yes.  I'd like to continue				false

		2001						LN		77		3		false		         3      with the discussion about best business practices.				false

		2002						LN		77		4		false		         4               27 years, I dealt with contracts with				false

		2003						LN		77		5		false		         5      entities like the Supreme Court of the				false

		2004						LN		77		6		false		         6      United States and major international litigation				false

		2005						LN		77		7		false		         7      law firms.  I oppose the board's efforts to				false

		2006						LN		77		8		false		         8      circumvent the intent of SB264 by preapproving				false

		2007						LN		77		9		false		         9      contracts with Cross-Roads up to a year in advance.				false

		2008						LN		77		10		false		        10               Here are my reasons:  There is no				false

		2009						LN		77		11		false		        11      precedence order for Cross-Roads to preauthorize				false

		2010						LN		77		12		false		        12      2022 contracts except to circumvent SB264.				false

		2011						LN		77		13		false		        13               In circumventing the intent of SB264, you				false

		2012						LN		77		14		false		        14      are basically telling the community that your power				false

		2013						LN		77		15		false		        15      overrides the power of its elected officials.				false

		2014						LN		77		16		false		        16               I am surprised that in your contract				false

		2015						LN		77		17		false		        17      negotiations, you do not have a similar clause.				false

		2016						LN		77		18		false		        18      Mr. Templeton is a convicted felon, among his				false

		2017						LN		77		19		false		        19      activities of selling guns to white South Africans				false

		2018						LN		77		20		false		        20      during the apartheid.  I believe that his, quote,				false

		2019						LN		77		21		false		        21      "We will consider" stance on ghost guns is the				false

		2020						LN		77		22		false		        22      same.				false

		2021						LN		77		23		false		        23               He knows what ghost guns are doing to				false

		2022						LN		77		24		false		        24      thwart California's gun laws, and he thinks he has				false

		2023						LN		77		25		false		        25      the power to consider whether or not to sell them.				false

		2024						PG		78		0		false		page 78				false

		2025						LN		78		1		false		         1               I am appalled that you would consider a				false

		2026						LN		78		2		false		         2      contract that would not restrict those sales.  It				false

		2027						LN		78		3		false		         3      is your job to protect the community, and there is				false

		2028						LN		78		4		false		         4      no doubt that those guns put our recent citizens at				false

		2029						LN		78		5		false		         5      greater risk.				false

		2030						LN		78		6		false		         6               In your relationship with Mr. Templeton,				false

		2031						LN		78		7		false		         7      you are the customer, and somehow he thinks				false

		2032						LN		78		8		false		         8      otherwise.				false

		2033						LN		78		9		false		         9               Governor Newsom has stated that if				false

		2034						LN		78		10		false		        10      California continues to permit the sale of firearms				false

		2035						LN		78		11		false		        11      and ammunition on state-owned property, we are				false

		2036						LN		78		12		false		        12      sending a signal that we value the sale of firearms				false

		2037						LN		78		13		false		        13      above the lives of Americans.				false

		2038						LN		78		14		false		        14               There is no need for you to protect				false

		2039						LN		78		15		false		        15      Mr. Templeton's business over the lives of our				false

		2040						LN		78		16		false		        16      communities.  For too long, the NRA and				false

		2041						LN		78		17		false		        17      Mr. Templeton has said, "We are legal."				false

		2042						LN		78		18		false		        18               What are -- what they really are are				false

		2043						LN		78		19		false		        19      mercenaries sending guns into our communities just				false

		2044						LN		78		20		false		        20      like they did in South Africa.				false

		2045						LN		78		21		false		        21               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.				false

		2046						LN		78		22		false		        22               Ira Sharp, when you're ready.				false

		2047						LN		78		23		false		        23               MR. SHARP:  I have no comment at this				false

		2048						LN		78		24		false		        24      time.				false

		2049						LN		78		25		false		        25               SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.				false

		2050						PG		79		0		false		page 79				false

		2051						LN		79		1		false		         1               Julia Demlow, when you're ready.				false

		2052						LN		79		2		false		         2               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Julia, are you still				false

		2053						LN		79		3		false		         3      there?				false

		2054						LN		79		4		false		         4               MS. DEMLOW:  Yeah.  I think I unmuted.				false

		2055						LN		79		5		false		         5               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Go ahead.				false

		2056						LN		79		6		false		         6               MS. DEMLOW:  Okay.  You can hear me?				false

		2057						LN		79		7		false		         7      Perfect.				false

		2058						LN		79		8		false		         8               I would like to reiterate Rose Ann Sharp's				false

		2059						LN		79		9		false		         9      comments.  She has outlined pretty much what I was				false

		2060						LN		79		10		false		        10      going to say.				false

		2061						LN		79		11		false		        11               The only addition to her is to share with				false

		2062						LN		79		12		false		        12      you the fact that there has never been a precedent				false

		2063						LN		79		13		false		        13      before.  The board has never preapproved a year in				false

		2064						LN		79		14		false		        14      advance on any type of contracts like this and				false

		2065						LN		79		15		false		        15      never in regards to the gun show.				false

		2066						LN		79		16		false		        16               I haven't even seen the board yet approve				false

		2067						LN		79		17		false		        17      the November 2021 gun show contract, currently on				false

		2068						LN		79		18		false		        18      the Cross-Roads calendar, for over Thanksgiving,				false

		2069						LN		79		19		false		        19      which would have been a perfectly viable gun show				false

		2070						LN		79		20		false		        20      even prior to the SB264 law.				false

		2071						LN		79		21		false		        21               So I am asking the board not to consider				false

		2072						LN		79		22		false		        22      this offer by Bob Templeton.  I have concerns in				false

		2073						LN		79		23		false		        23      regards of setting precedent of preapproving				false

		2074						LN		79		24		false		        24      contracts for years in advance.				false

		2075						LN		79		25		false		        25               And also, I have concerns with the				false

		2076						PG		80		0		false		page 80				false

		2077						LN		80		1		false		         1      good-faith effort that Bob Templeton has written to				false

		2078						LN		80		2		false		         2      the board offering just to consider eliminating the				false

		2079						LN		80		3		false		         3      vendor's precursor parts, when, as -- when, as we				false

		2080						LN		80		4		false		         4      know, the majority of sales that are done at gun				false

		2081						LN		80		5		false		         5      shows are in ghost guns, and this would be a				false

		2082						LN		80		6		false		         6      definite reduction in his revenue if he actually				false

		2083						LN		80		7		false		         7      eliminated those exhibitors.				false

		2084						LN		80		8		false		         8               So I find it highly improbable that he				false

		2085						LN		80		9		false		         9      would move forward with that.  And, therefore, I do				false

		2086						LN		80		10		false		        10      not support the board in preapproving 2022 gun				false

		2087						LN		80		11		false		        11      shows on their property.				false

		2088						LN		80		12		false		        12               Thank you.				false

		2089						LN		80		13		false		        13               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.				false

		2090						LN		80		14		false		        14               I'll call the next group of speakers:				false

		2091						LN		80		15		false		        15      Susan Lew followed by Peter Stein, Mary Blek and/or				false

		2092						LN		80		16		false		        16      Charles Blek, and Gibran Stout.				false

		2093						LN		80		17		false		        17               Susan, when you're ready.				false

		2094						LN		80		18		false		        18               MS. LEW:  Thank you.  Can you hear me?				false

		2095						LN		80		19		false		        19               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.				false

		2096						LN		80		20		false		        20               MS. LEW:  Yes.  Thank you so much.				false

		2097						LN		80		21		false		        21               I am an OC resident, a parent, and a				false

		2098						LN		80		22		false		        22      public health professional.  I think that there are				false

		2099						LN		80		23		false		        23      already too many guns in circulation in our country				false

		2100						LN		80		24		false		        24      as a whole.				false

		2101						LN		80		25		false		        25               It is both common sense and				false

		2102						PG		81		0		false		page 81				false

		2103						LN		81		1		false		         1      well-established in crime research and gun violence				false

		2104						LN		81		2		false		         2      research that more guns in circulation means more				false

		2105						LN		81		3		false		         3      crimes and more gun deaths, such as suicide and				false

		2106						LN		81		4		false		         4      accidents.				false

		2107						LN		81		5		false		         5               We elected Senator Min specifically for				false

		2108						LN		81		6		false		         6      this reason.  I will be very proud to see my county				false

		2109						LN		81		7		false		         7      be a model in reducing guns in circulation by				false

		2110						LN		81		8		false		         8      banning gun shows on our publicly funded				false

		2111						LN		81		9		false		         9      fairgrounds for public health and safety reasons.				false

		2112						LN		81		10		false		        10               The voters elected Senator Min.  Please do				false

		2113						LN		81		11		false		        11      not approve any gun shows for 2022.  Doing so would				false

		2114						LN		81		12		false		        12      go against the spirit of SB264 and against the will				false

		2115						LN		81		13		false		        13      of the voters and the families and the communities				false

		2116						LN		81		14		false		        14      that you serve.				false

		2117						LN		81		15		false		        15               Thank you.				false

		2118						LN		81		16		false		        16               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.				false

		2119						LN		81		17		false		        17               Peter Stein, when you're ready.				false

		2120						LN		81		18		false		        18               MR. STEIN:  Hi.  Hello?				false

		2121						LN		81		19		false		        19               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yeah.  Go ahead.				false

		2122						LN		81		20		false		        20               MR. STEIN:  I just want to say -- I mean,				false

		2123						LN		81		21		false		        21      Julia and Rose Ann have said more or less what I				false

		2124						LN		81		22		false		        22      wanted to say better than I could say it, but I				false

		2125						LN		81		23		false		        23      just want to go on record and say that this would				false

		2126						LN		81		24		false		        24      be clearly and intentionally, given that there's no				false

		2127						LN		81		25		false		        25      precedent, circumventing the bill that was passed.				false

		2128						PG		82		0		false		page 82				false

		2129						LN		82		1		false		         1      There's no question that that's the goal of this				false

		2130						LN		82		2		false		         2      and that there's no other reason to preapprove				false

		2131						LN		82		3		false		         3      these.				false

		2132						LN		82		4		false		         4               And Senator Min was elected, in large				false

		2133						LN		82		5		false		         5      part, on this and other promises.  The community				false

		2134						LN		82		6		false		         6      supports it, and you would be doing this despite				false

		2135						LN		82		7		false		         7      the support of the community for this ban.				false

		2136						LN		82		8		false		         8               And I would also emphasize that I'm				false

		2137						LN		82		9		false		         9      skeptical of the consideration to eliminate the				false

		2138						LN		82		10		false		        10      sale of ghost guns.  And if you do want to go ahead				false

		2139						LN		82		11		false		        11      and -- if you do go ahead and allow this, or if you				false

		2140						LN		82		12		false		        12      do go ahead and approve these contracts against				false

		2141						LN		82		13		false		        13      the -- not just the spirit, but in circumvention of				false

		2142						LN		82		14		false		        14      the law, that you at least do so with the				false

		2143						LN		82		15		false		        15      elimination of sale of ghost guns actually in the				false

		2144						LN		82		16		false		        16      contract rather than just having a vague				false

		2145						LN		82		17		false		        17      consideration.				false

		2146						LN		82		18		false		        18               Thank you.				false

		2147						LN		82		19		false		        19               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you, Peter.				false

		2148						LN		82		20		false		        20               Mary Blek, when you're ready.				false

		2149						LN		82		21		false		        21               MS. BLEK:  Good morning.  Can you hear me?				false

		2150						LN		82		22		false		        22               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.				false

		2151						LN		82		23		false		        23               MS. BLEK:  Okay.  My name is Mary Lee				false

		2152						LN		82		24		false		        24      Blek.  I have become involved in the gun violence				false

		2153						LN		82		25		false		        25      prevention movement since 1995 following the death				false

		2154						PG		83		0		false		page 83				false

		2155						LN		83		1		false		         1      of our son, Matthew, who was shot in the summer of				false

		2156						LN		83		2		false		         2      1994.				false

		2157						LN		83		3		false		         3               Many of my comments have been spoken that				false

		2158						LN		83		4		false		         4      I had in my prepared cheat sheet here, but I do				false

		2159						LN		83		5		false		         5      want to reiterate again the strong support in our				false

		2160						LN		83		6		false		         6      community not to have a gun show.				false

		2161						LN		83		7		false		         7               As noted in Senator Min's letter to this				false

		2162						LN		83		8		false		         8      board, there is clear linkage between firearm sales				false

		2163						LN		83		9		false		         9      and gun violence, and certainly Orange County is				false

		2164						LN		83		10		false		        10      not immune.				false

		2165						LN		83		11		false		        11               As a state taxpayer, I do not want the				false

		2166						LN		83		12		false		        12      promotion and facilitation of sales of firearms,				false

		2167						LN		83		13		false		        13      ammunition, and ghost gun kits at our Orange County				false

		2168						LN		83		14		false		        14      Fairground.				false

		2169						LN		83		15		false		        15               Does it not seem incongruent to everyone				false

		2170						LN		83		16		false		        16      that we facilitate selling these items during an				false

		2171						LN		83		17		false		        17      epidemic of gun violence and then turn around and				false

		2172						LN		83		18		false		        18      pay more taxes for all the resulting carnage that				false

		2173						LN		83		19		false		        19      runs into billions in California?				false

		2174						LN		83		20		false		        20               However, as much as this is costing me				false

		2175						LN		83		21		false		        21      financially as a taxpayer, it pales in comparison				false

		2176						LN		83		22		false		        22      to the personal loss and grief in the murder of our				false

		2177						LN		83		23		false		        23      beloved son, who was shot with a handgun held in				false

		2178						LN		83		24		false		        24      the hands of a young person who was able to get a				false

		2179						LN		83		25		false		        25      gun through illegal channels.				false

		2180						PG		84		0		false		page 84				false

		2181						LN		84		1		false		         1               And may I remind everyone that guns don't				false

		2182						LN		84		2		false		         2      fall from the sky.  They begin with a legal				false

		2183						LN		84		3		false		         3      purchase and then go into the illegal market.				false

		2184						LN		84		4		false		         4               Unfortunately, I am not alone in this				false

		2185						LN		84		5		false		         5      grief.  And more importantly, it is preventable.				false

		2186						LN		84		6		false		         6      One can purchase a gun at a federally licensed gun				false

		2187						LN		84		7		false		         7      dealer shop.  It is a very important decision to				false

		2188						LN		84		8		false		         8      purchase a gun.  One could say it's a grave				false

		2189						LN		84		9		false		         9      decision.				false

		2190						LN		84		10		false		        10               Research has shown that a gun in the home				false

		2191						LN		84		11		false		        11      carries significant risks of suicide, homicide, and				false

		2192						LN		84		12		false		        12      unintentional injuries.				false

		2193						LN		84		13		false		        13               Our fairgrounds should be -- and I use the				false

		2194						LN		84		14		false		        14      word "family-friendly," not where children can get				false

		2195						LN		84		15		false		        15      a free watch, a free entrance to watch dad buy a				false

		2196						LN		84		16		false		        16      gun in a carnival-like atmosphere.  Think depressed				false

		2197						LN		84		17		false		        17      teen or a curious ten-year-old.				false

		2198						LN		84		18		false		        18               Thank you for allowing me to speak.				false

		2199						LN		84		19		false		        19               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you, Mary.				false

		2200						LN		84		20		false		        20               Charles Blek, if you wanted to speak.				false

		2201						LN		84		21		false		        21               MR. BLEK:  Just a sentence, please.				false

		2202						LN		84		22		false		        22      Having enjoyed 53 years of marriage to a fantastic				false

		2203						LN		84		23		false		        23      lady, I absolutely support Mary Lee's comments in				false

		2204						LN		84		24		false		        24      all regards.				false

		2205						LN		84		25		false		        25               Thank you.				false

		2206						PG		85		0		false		page 85				false

		2207						LN		85		1		false		         1               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.				false

		2208						LN		85		2		false		         2               Gibran Stout, when you're ready.				false

		2209						LN		85		3		false		         3               (No response.)				false

		2210						LN		85		4		false		         4               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Gibran, are you there?				false

		2211						LN		85		5		false		         5               MS. STOUT:  Yeah.  I'm here.  Can you hear				false

		2212						LN		85		6		false		         6      me?				false

		2213						LN		85		7		false		         7               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yeah.  Go ahead, Gibran.				false

		2214						LN		85		8		false		         8               MS. STOUT:  Okay.  Sorry.  All right.				false

		2215						LN		85		9		false		         9               While I may not agree with other				false

		2216						LN		85		10		false		        10      viewpoints, I am grateful for the First Amendment,				false

		2217						LN		85		11		false		        11      which gives everyone the right to express their				false

		2218						LN		85		12		false		        12      opinion on any and every item.				false

		2219						LN		85		13		false		        13               I know that currently it is a fact that				false

		2220						LN		85		14		false		        14      the Second Amendment protects the right to bear				false

		2221						LN		85		15		false		        15      arms.  Whether or not you like it or agree with it,				false

		2222						LN		85		16		false		        16      I think that the effort should be changing that.				false

		2223						LN		85		17		false		        17               And while I may not agree with every bill				false

		2224						LN		85		18		false		        18      or law, I do respect majority rules, and I think				false

		2225						LN		85		19		false		        19      that as long as a business and their activities are				false

		2226						LN		85		20		false		        20      in accordance with state and local laws on gun				false

		2227						LN		85		21		false		        21      control, which I do support, it is wrong for				false

		2228						LN		85		22		false		        22      Sacramento to tell the board which contracts they				false

		2229						LN		85		23		false		        23      can and cannot do business with.				false

		2230						LN		85		24		false		        24               So if the voters choose to ban gun sales				false

		2231						LN		85		25		false		        25      at all fairgrounds, so be it.				false

		2232						PG		86		0		false		page 86				false

		2233						LN		86		1		false		         1               I wanted to point out, too, and let the				false

		2234						LN		86		2		false		         2      new director know that the reason we don't have				false

		2235						LN		86		3		false		         3      cannabis on site is because local ordinances and				false

		2236						LN		86		4		false		         4      businesses prohibit it.  So that is one of the				false

		2237						LN		86		5		false		         5      challenges.				false

		2238						LN		86		6		false		         6               But currently the Cross-Roads event is				false

		2239						LN		86		7		false		         7      legal under state and federal law.  In the current				false

		2240						LN		86		8		false		         8      economy, it is certainly not good business to turn				false

		2241						LN		86		9		false		         9      away any legal business.				false

		2242						LN		86		10		false		        10               And the operator has offered to amend the				false

		2243						LN		86		11		false		        11      contract to eliminate any ghost gun sales.  So I				false

		2244						LN		86		12		false		        12      think that speaks volumes.				false

		2245						LN		86		13		false		        13               An earlier speaker mentioned a woman				false

		2246						LN		86		14		false		        14      breast-feeding in the middle of the gun show.  And				false

		2247						LN		86		15		false		        15      that seems to me to be the very definition of a				false

		2248						LN		86		16		false		        16      safe, family-friendly event.				false

		2249						LN		86		17		false		        17               Additionally, as a daily user of the				false

		2250						LN		86		18		false		        18      property of the equestrian center, I am here for				false

		2251						LN		86		19		false		        19      the many, many, many events of the OCFEC.  I will				false

		2252						LN		86		20		false		        20      say that many events foster loud and unruly				false

		2253						LN		86		21		false		        21      behavior, which is often seen during car rallies				false

		2254						LN		86		22		false		        22      and concerts, as well as the fair itself.				false

		2255						LN		86		23		false		        23               However, I can honestly say that none of				false

		2256						LN		86		24		false		        24      this behavior has ever been observed during the				false

		2257						LN		86		25		false		        25      Cross-Roads event, and I usually don't even know				false

		2258						PG		87		0		false		page 87				false

		2259						LN		87		1		false		         1      it's happening.				false

		2260						LN		87		2		false		         2               You have been chosen not to support spirit				false

		2261						LN		87		3		false		         3      of laws, but actual laws.  I urge you not to throw				false

		2262						LN		87		4		false		         4      away nearly a million dollars of income and to buy				false

		2263						LN		87		5		false		         5      yourselves some time and opportunity to replace				false

		2264						LN		87		6		false		         6      that income for coming years.				false

		2265						LN		87		7		false		         7               I urge you, please, approve the contract.				false

		2266						LN		87		8		false		         8      It's one more year.  It buys you some time to				false

		2267						LN		87		9		false		         9      replace that income.  That's a lot of money.				false

		2268						LN		87		10		false		        10               And I think by approving the Cross-Roads				false

		2269						LN		87		11		false		        11      contract, you send a message that local business				false

		2270						LN		87		12		false		        12      and economy recovery are the priority.  And I just				false

		2271						LN		87		13		false		        13      urge you to do that.				false

		2272						LN		87		14		false		        14               Thank you so much.				false

		2273						LN		87		15		false		        15               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.				false

		2274						LN		87		16		false		        16               For the last three speakers, Piper Benom,				false

		2275						LN		87		17		false		        17      followed by William Ortiz, and then Tiffany				false

		2276						LN		87		18		false		        18      Cheuvront, C-H-E-U-V-R-O-N-T.				false

		2277						LN		87		19		false		        19               Piper, when you're ready.				false

		2278						LN		87		20		false		        20               MS. BENOM:  Hi.  Okay.  Thank you.				false

		2279						LN		87		21		false		        21               I just want to say that preapproving				false

		2280						LN		87		22		false		        22      contracts with Cross-Roads of the West would be a				false

		2281						LN		87		23		false		        23      bold political statement.  It's in direct contrast				false

		2282						LN		87		24		false		        24      to the community that you serve.				false

		2283						LN		87		25		false		        25               Gun shows are more than a source of				false

		2284						PG		88		0		false		page 88				false

		2285						LN		88		1		false		         1      revenue.  Look at the impact guns have on our				false

		2286						LN		88		2		false		         2      society.  This board cannot in good conscience				false

		2287						LN		88		3		false		         3      allow gun shows -- any more gun shows at the				false

		2288						LN		88		4		false		         4      fairground.				false

		2289						LN		88		5		false		         5               The failed recall of our governor should				false

		2290						LN		88		6		false		         6      be a reminder to this board what our community				false

		2291						LN		88		7		false		         7      wants and what we value.				false

		2292						LN		88		8		false		         8               It's really simple:  More guns means more				false

		2293						LN		88		9		false		         9      gun violence.  We don't need any more guns in				false

		2294						LN		88		10		false		        10      Orange County.  I just urge you to do the right				false

		2295						LN		88		11		false		        11      thing for our community and -- as a reflection of				false

		2296						LN		88		12		false		        12      what we have voted for.				false

		2297						LN		88		13		false		        13               Thank you.				false

		2298						LN		88		14		false		        14               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.				false

		2299						LN		88		15		false		        15               William Ortiz, when you're ready.				false

		2300						LN		88		16		false		        16               MR. ORTIZ:  Thank you for the opportunity				false

		2301						LN		88		17		false		        17      again.				false

		2302						LN		88		18		false		        18               I understand this motion is to approve a				false

		2303						LN		88		19		false		        19      schedule.  However, it seems like the conversation				false

		2304						LN		88		20		false		        20      has turned over to the banning gun shows again and				false

		2305						LN		88		21		false		        21      just on the premise that they're a danger to the				false

		2306						LN		88		22		false		        22      community, and nothing can be -- could be more				false

		2307						LN		88		23		false		        23      disingenuous and farther from the truth.				false

		2308						LN		88		24		false		        24               I personally attended gun shows in the				false

		2309						LN		88		25		false		        25      community.  I can attest they're just as safe as				false

		2310						PG		89		0		false		page 89				false

		2311						LN		89		1		false		         1      any other public event, and it just seems that				false

		2312						LN		89		2		false		         2      the -- to just not approve it would be -- would				false

		2313						LN		89		3		false		         3      mean to be against a community of gun owners and				false

		2314						LN		89		4		false		         4      legal gun owners and the legal activities that are				false

		2315						LN		89		5		false		         5      protected by the U.S. constitution.				false

		2316						LN		89		6		false		         6               The purchase of a gun is a personal				false

		2317						LN		89		7		false		         7      choice, but it is protected for all citizens.				false

		2318						LN		89		8		false		         8      Purchasing or fabricating a firearm for personal				false

		2319						LN		89		9		false		         9      use is a legal activity that goes back to the				false

		2320						LN		89		10		false		        10      founding years of this country.				false

		2321						LN		89		11		false		        11               The sales of firearms and firearm parts				false

		2322						LN		89		12		false		        12      and ammunition is highly regulated in California,				false

		2323						LN		89		13		false		        13      and these laws apply no matter where the				false

		2324						LN		89		14		false		        14      transaction takes place in this state.				false

		2325						LN		89		15		false		        15               We already have laws that deal with ghost				false

		2326						LN		89		16		false		        16      guns, so-called ghost guns, that a certain number				false

		2327						LN		89		17		false		        17      must be provided and must be registered just like				false

		2328						LN		89		18		false		        18      any other guns.				false

		2329						LN		89		19		false		        19               Besides, they require a special tool and				false

		2330						LN		89		20		false		        20      knowledge to make them.  So these numbers are				false

		2331						LN		89		21		false		        21      really minimum.				false

		2332						LN		89		22		false		        22               But besides the point, the voting will				false

		2333						LN		89		23		false		        23      mean that the gun show will not be in our				false

		2334						LN		89		24		false		        24      community, which is a direct attack to law-abiding				false

		2335						LN		89		25		false		        25      citizens and businesses.				false

		2336						PG		90		0		false		page 90				false

		2337						LN		90		1		false		         1               So I do support that gun shows be --				false

		2338						LN		90		2		false		         2      continue to be allowed in the OC Fair.				false

		2339						LN		90		3		false		         3               Thank you for the opportunity.				false

		2340						LN		90		4		false		         4               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you.				false

		2341						LN		90		5		false		         5               Tiffany Cheuvront, when you're ready.				false

		2342						LN		90		6		false		         6               MS. CHEUVRONT:  Good morning.				false

		2343						LN		90		7		false		         7               My name is Tiffany Cheuvront.  I'm with				false

		2344						LN		90		8		false		         8      Cross-Roads of the West and also with California				false

		2345						LN		90		9		false		         9      Rifle and Pistol Association, as their				false

		2346						LN		90		10		false		        10      representatives.				false

		2347						LN		90		11		false		        11               I'm a bit concerned this morning that the				false

		2348						LN		90		12		false		        12      people -- many of the people that I see on the call				false

		2349						LN		90		13		false		        13      are not even from Orange County.  They are actually				false

		2350						LN		90		14		false		        14      from San Diego.  They are trying to -- attempting				false

		2351						LN		90		15		false		        15      to persuade Orange County to take some of the steps				false

		2352						LN		90		16		false		        16      that were very detrimental in Del Mar.				false

		2353						LN		90		17		false		        17               And in Del Mar, they used their persuasion				false

		2354						LN		90		18		false		        18      to get that board to ban gun shows there, and it				false

		2355						LN		90		19		false		        19      was not good for the fairgrounds.  They actually				false

		2356						LN		90		20		false		        20      lost in federal court, and that -- the fairgrounds				false

		2357						LN		90		21		false		        21      had to pay the fees, not the State.				false

		2358						LN		90		22		false		        22               So when you talk about whether or not you				false

		2359						LN		90		23		false		        23      want to continue these shows, I think it's more				false

		2360						LN		90		24		false		        24      than just the $1 million in economic costs that you				false

		2361						LN		90		25		false		        25      have at stake here.  There are legal costs that				false

		2362						PG		91		0		false		page 91				false

		2363						LN		91		1		false		         1      could potentially come to this board, and there is				false

		2364						LN		91		2		false		         2      very good precedent for that in federal court.				false

		2365						LN		91		3		false		         3               My other concern is from the comments of				false

		2366						LN		91		4		false		         4      Ms. Sharp.  She knows full well that the promoters				false

		2367						LN		91		5		false		         5      of this show are approved by the DOJ, had				false

		2368						LN		91		6		false		         6      everything in order, and had all the requirements				false

		2369						LN		91		7		false		         7      that are necessary for promoting a lawful gun show				false

		2370						LN		91		8		false		         8      in California.				false

		2371						LN		91		9		false		         9               She knows this, yet she keeps bringing it				false

		2372						LN		91		10		false		        10      up in hopes that you'll put -- it will put some				false

		2373						LN		91		11		false		        11      doubt into your minds about the person that you've				false

		2374						LN		91		12		false		        12      been working with for 20 years.				false

		2375						LN		91		13		false		        13               It keeps coming up about safety at these				false

		2376						LN		91		14		false		        14      gun shows.  I have to say that all of these				false

		2377						LN		91		15		false		        15      statistics that are thrown around -- you know, for				false

		2378						LN		91		16		false		        16      general people who don't understand what's going				false

		2379						LN		91		17		false		        17      on, they are concerning, but not one of those				false

		2380						LN		91		18		false		        18      statistics has anything to do with this gun show.				false

		2381						LN		91		19		false		        19               Someone mentioned that you can buy a gun				false

		2382						LN		91		20		false		        20      at a brick-and-mortar store.  That's true.  But did				false

		2383						LN		91		21		false		        21      you know that the restrictions on purchasing a				false

		2384						LN		91		22		false		        22      firearm or ammunition or prickers or parts at a gun				false

		2385						LN		91		23		false		        23      show are the same if not a little bit more rigid				false

		2386						LN		91		24		false		        24      than buying at a gun shop?  They're the same or				false

		2387						LN		91		25		false		        25      more.				false

		2388						PG		92		0		false		page 92				false

		2389						LN		92		1		false		         1               And there are law enforcement there.				false

		2390						LN		92		2		false		         2      There are security people there.  This is not a				false

		2391						LN		92		3		false		         3      location where criminals are getting their				false

		2392						LN		92		4		false		         4      firearms.  Not one criminal activity in				false

		2393						LN		92		5		false		         5      Orange County is linked to the Orange County gun				false

		2394						LN		92		6		false		         6      show, and part of that is because this board has				false

		2395						LN		92		7		false		         7      security measures in place.  The promoters have				false

		2396						LN		92		8		false		         8      security measures in place.  And so does the DOJ				false

		2397						LN		92		9		false		         9      and law enforcement.  To say anything else is just				false

		2398						LN		92		10		false		        10      completely disingenuous.				false

		2399						LN		92		11		false		        11               I think it's interesting that we -- in the				false

		2400						LN		92		12		false		        12      comments that I've heard so far, we have to define				false

		2401						LN		92		13		false		        13      what "family-friendly" is based on certain				false

		2402						LN		92		14		false		        14      considerations by particular people.				false

		2403						LN		92		15		false		        15               There are many --				false

		2404						LN		92		16		false		        16               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  That is time.				false

		2405						LN		92		17		false		        17               MS. CHEUVRONT:  There are many people in				false

		2406						LN		92		18		false		        18      Orange County that consider this family-friendly,				false

		2407						LN		92		19		false		        19      and you should approve the contract.				false

		2408						LN		92		20		false		        20               Thank you.				false

		2409						LN		92		21		false		        21               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.				false

		2410						LN		92		22		false		        22               We have one more speaker, Niccolas.  When				false

		2411						LN		92		23		false		        23      you're ready.				false

		2412						LN		92		24		false		        24               NICCOLAS:  Hi.  Can you hear me?				false

		2413						LN		92		25		false		        25               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.				false

		2414						PG		93		0		false		page 93				false

		2415						LN		93		1		false		         1               NICCOLAS:  All right.  Thank you.				false

		2416						LN		93		2		false		         2               I'd just like to thank the board once more				false

		2417						LN		93		3		false		         3      for allowing me to speak, and thank you for your				false

		2418						LN		93		4		false		         4      time.				false

		2419						LN		93		5		false		         5               Just briefly, I do want to voice my				false

		2420						LN		93		6		false		         6      support for the approval, considering that, you				false

		2421						LN		93		7		false		         7      know, we are -- you are going to be out a million				false

		2422						LN		93		8		false		         8      dollars if and when this passes; and to be able to				false

		2423						LN		93		9		false		         9      tide you over to the next budget year, I think, is				false

		2424						LN		93		10		false		        10      fiscally responsible for the board, to consider				false

		2425						LN		93		11		false		        11      that, you know, you have some source of revenue to				false

		2426						LN		93		12		false		        12      replace.				false

		2427						LN		93		13		false		        13               We are one of the profitable ones in the				false

		2428						LN		93		14		false		        14      state.  Why not keep it that way?  Why chalk up a				false

		2429						LN		93		15		false		        15      loss?  I mean, in any sense, I think it's good				false

		2430						LN		93		16		false		        16      business, on the terms of a business owner, and I				false

		2431						LN		93		17		false		        17      think that -- I still would love to be able to take				false

		2432						LN		93		18		false		        18      my family to an event.  And I understand all and				false

		2433						LN		93		19		false		        19      respect all the viewpoints given, and I appreciate				false

		2434						LN		93		20		false		        20      your time, and I would just like to say that vote				false

		2435						LN		93		21		false		        21      an approval of the contracts.				false

		2436						LN		93		22		false		        22               Thank you very much.				false

		2437						LN		93		23		false		        23               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  And apologies.  We have a				false

		2438						LN		93		24		false		        24      couple more people that would like to speak.				false

		2439						LN		93		25		false		        25               Jeanine Robbins, followed by Pat, if --				false

		2440						PG		94		0		false		page 94				false

		2441						LN		94		1		false		         1      Pat, if you would like to speak, you would be after				false

		2442						LN		94		2		false		         2      Jeanine Robbins.				false

		2443						LN		94		3		false		         3               Jeanine, when you're ready.				false

		2444						LN		94		4		false		         4               MS. ROBBINS:  Good morning.  My name is				false

		2445						LN		94		5		false		         5      Jeanine Robbins, and as an owner of a business that				false

		2446						LN		94		6		false		         6      has operated on the fairgrounds for 42 years now,				false

		2447						LN		94		7		false		         7      as a small business owner, I certainly understand				false

		2448						LN		94		8		false		         8      what it is to have the rug pulled out from under				false

		2449						LN		94		9		false		         9      you.				false

		2450						LN		94		10		false		        10               Now, you have the gun show, and whether				false

		2451						LN		94		11		false		        11      you're pro guns or anti guns, it is composed of				false

		2452						LN		94		12		false		        12      small businesses who are doing their best to come				false

		2453						LN		94		13		false		        13      back after a year that nobody in their wildest				false

		2454						LN		94		14		false		        14      imagination could have dreamt would have happened.				false

		2455						LN		94		15		false		        15      So -- and to make up that money is not as easy as				false

		2456						LN		94		16		false		        16      some of the board members think.				false

		2457						LN		94		17		false		        17               Just for the newest board member, who I --				false

		2458						LN		94		18		false		        18      we don't know yet, you mentioned the event, I				false

		2459						LN		94		19		false		        19      believe, in Santa Rosa, the cannabis event.  This				false

		2460						LN		94		20		false		        20      Fair board has voted against any kind of cannabis				false

		2461						LN		94		21		false		        21      events.				false

		2462						LN		94		22		false		        22               And as an owner of Paradise Cigars, we				false

		2463						LN		94		23		false		        23      have sold glassware on the property for a dozen				false

		2464						LN		94		24		false		        24      years, at both the swap meet and the fair; and in				false

		2465						LN		94		25		false		        25      June of this year, they decided that we were no				false

		2466						PG		95		0		false		page 95				false

		2467						LN		95		1		false		         1      longer allowed to sell that, so I have a living				false

		2468						LN		95		2		false		         2      room full of glassware, so I do understand what				false

		2469						LN		95		3		false		         3      it's like to have something happen unexpectedly.				false

		2470						LN		95		4		false		         4               I think that the contracts for next year				false

		2471						LN		95		5		false		         5      should be approved.  I think that the business				false

		2472						LN		95		6		false		         6      owners need that time to reevaluate their				false

		2473						LN		95		7		false		         7      businesses.  And I think that the fairgrounds does				false

		2474						LN		95		8		false		         8      need the money.				false

		2475						LN		95		9		false		         9               So that -- I mean, if things change on the				false

		2476						LN		95		10		false		        10      cannabis, that would be great, but I don't				false

		2477						LN		95		11		false		        11      anticipate that happening when they won't even				false

		2478						LN		95		12		false		        12      allow the sale of a pipe on the property.				false

		2479						LN		95		13		false		        13               So I sincerely doubt that we will make it				false

		2480						LN		95		14		false		        14      up in cannabis sales.				false

		2481						LN		95		15		false		        15               So -- all right.  Thank you.				false

		2482						LN		95		16		false		        16               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  All right.  Thank you,				false

		2483						LN		95		17		false		        17      Jeanine.				false

		2484						LN		95		18		false		        18               Pat, did you want to speak?  You have your				false

		2485						LN		95		19		false		        19      hand raised.				false

		2486						LN		95		20		false		        20               MR. BURTON:  Yes.  Thank you.  I just				false

		2487						LN		95		21		false		        21      wanted to say that this has been made largely about				false

		2488						LN		95		22		false		        22      the economics, and I just want to take it back to				false

		2489						LN		95		23		false		        23      the issue that it's really about.				false

		2490						LN		95		24		false		        24               Certainly you guys have an economic				false

		2491						LN		95		25		false		        25      responsibility.  Absolutely.  But taking it back to				false

		2492						PG		96		0		false		page 96				false

		2493						LN		96		1		false		         1      the issue that's really at heart, and that's the				false

		2494						LN		96		2		false		         2      rights of law-abiding people.				false

		2495						LN		96		3		false		         3               And so I would just urge you to do the				false

		2496						LN		96		4		false		         4      right thing and preapprove these contracts,				false

		2497						LN		96		5		false		         5      protecting the rights of law-abiding people.				false

		2498						LN		96		6		false		         6               Also, secondarily, I would just like to				false

		2499						LN		96		7		false		         7      thank you for the opportunity to speak and to say				false

		2500						LN		96		8		false		         8      that -- take advantage of this opportunity that				false

		2501						LN		96		9		false		         9      this bill gives you to preapprove these contracts				false

		2502						LN		96		10		false		        10      so that when this clearly unconstitutional law is				false

		2503						LN		96		11		false		        11      challenged, during that time, law-abiding people				false

		2504						LN		96		12		false		        12      still have the right to exercise their rights at				false

		2505						LN		96		13		false		        13      these family-friendly, as has been established,				false

		2506						LN		96		14		false		        14      safe events of gun shows while this law can be				false

		2507						LN		96		15		false		        15      challenged, by them giving you the opportunity to				false

		2508						LN		96		16		false		        16      preapprove.				false

		2509						LN		96		17		false		        17               So once again, I would just take it back				false

		2510						LN		96		18		false		        18      to the issue at heart, and that's protecting the				false

		2511						LN		96		19		false		        19      rights of law-abiding people, please.				false

		2512						LN		96		20		false		        20               So I would urge you to take advantage of				false

		2513						LN		96		21		false		        21      this opportunity they've given you and preapprove				false

		2514						LN		96		22		false		        22      these contracts while the legality of this law can				false

		2515						LN		96		23		false		        23      be dealt with, if it is signed by the governor.				false

		2516						LN		96		24		false		        24               So thank you, once again, for the				false

		2517						LN		96		25		false		        25      opportunity to address you, and have a great day.				false

		2518						PG		97		0		false		page 97				false

		2519						LN		97		1		false		         1               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you.				false

		2520						LN		97		2		false		         2               That's all I have for public comment,				false

		2521						LN		97		3		false		         3      unless there's any other members on the line that				false

		2522						LN		97		4		false		         4      would like to speak.				false

		2523						LN		97		5		false		         5               State your name now, please.				false

		2524						LN		97		6		false		         6               (No response.)				false

		2525						LN		97		7		false		         7               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Hearing none, Vice Chair				false

		2526						LN		97		8		false		         8      La Belle, I turn it back over to you.				false

		2527						LN		97		9		false		         9               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Summer.				false

		2528						LN		97		10		false		        10               Let's open it up to the board for				false

		2529						LN		97		11		false		        11      comments.				false

		2530						LN		97		12		false		        12               Board comments at this point in time or				false

		2531						LN		97		13		false		        13      questions?				false

		2532						LN		97		14		false		        14               Go ahead.  I'm sorry.  Yes.  Go ahead.				false

		2533						LN		97		15		false		        15               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Okay.  Thank you.  Thank				false

		2534						LN		97		16		false		        16      you, Vice-Chair.				false

		2535						LN		97		17		false		        17               You know, there was a lot of important and				false

		2536						LN		97		18		false		        18      good points brought up by a lot of speakers here.				false

		2537						LN		97		19		false		        19      I think this has been turned into a -- you know, by				false

		2538						LN		97		20		false		        20      the way some of the speakers -- by their comments,				false

		2539						LN		97		21		false		        21      into whether this board supports the governor,				false

		2540						LN		97		22		false		        22      whether this board supports guns.  It's not any of				false

		2541						LN		97		23		false		        23      that.				false

		2542						LN		97		24		false		        24               I think just about all of us support the				false

		2543						LN		97		25		false		        25      governor.  I support the governor.  My organization				false

		2544						PG		98		0		false		page 98				false

		2545						LN		98		1		false		         1      that I belong to strongly supports the governor.				false

		2546						LN		98		2		false		         2      As a matter of fact, we were one of his first				false

		2547						LN		98		3		false		         3      sponsors when he first ran for office.  So it's not				false

		2548						LN		98		4		false		         4      about any of that here.  This is about the				false

		2549						LN		98		5		false		         5      financial impact to this 32nd DAA.				false

		2550						LN		98		6		false		         6               You know, we can get caught up on some of				false

		2551						LN		98		7		false		         7      these comments people are saying that we're having				false

		2552						LN		98		8		false		         8      guns in a carnival-like atmosphere, and that's not				false

		2553						LN		98		9		false		         9      true here.				false

		2554						LN		98		10		false		        10               The way some these comments sound is that				false

		2555						LN		98		11		false		        11      we're having a medieval gun show here, which				false

		2556						LN		98		12		false		        12      couldn't be further from the truth.  This was				false

		2557						LN		98		13		false		        13      approved by the Department of Justice.				false

		2558						LN		98		14		false		        14               As one speaker said, there are great				false

		2559						LN		98		15		false		        15      security measures.  You can't walk in here and buy				false

		2560						LN		98		16		false		        16      a gun illegally.				false

		2561						LN		98		17		false		        17               We have just two or three gun shops within				false

		2562						LN		98		18		false		        18      a 5-mile radius of our grounds, and my heart -- my				false

		2563						LN		98		19		false		        19      heart goes out to those people who spoke that they				false

		2564						LN		98		20		false		        20      lost family members.  I have lost family members,				false

		2565						LN		98		21		false		        21      uncles, nephews here in Orange County who were				false

		2566						LN		98		22		false		        22      victims of gun violence.  That's tragic.  I'm not				false

		2567						LN		98		23		false		        23      going to dispute that.				false

		2568						LN		98		24		false		        24               But this here -- the approval of this gun				false

		2569						LN		98		25		false		        25      show, I think, just got lost in people thinking				false

		2570						PG		99		0		false		page 99				false

		2571						LN		99		1		false		         1      that we're having an illegal gun show, that we're				false

		2572						LN		99		2		false		         2      selling guns during fair time.  That's the way all				false

		2573						LN		99		3		false		         3      this was made out to sound like.				false

		2574						LN		99		4		false		         4               And I just wanted to say that that's not				false

		2575						LN		99		5		false		         5      true.  That's not what we're doing here.  I would				false

		2576						LN		99		6		false		         6      be in favor of approving this for the sole reason				false

		2577						LN		99		7		false		         7      because now I know it's going to go away, and this				false

		2578						LN		99		8		false		         8      would buy us time, a year, at least, for us as a				false

		2579						LN		99		9		false		         9      board to come up with another solution to replace				false

		2580						LN		99		10		false		        10      the money that we're going to lose.				false

		2581						LN		99		11		false		        11               Jeanine Robbins was right -- is right.				false

		2582						LN		99		12		false		        12      We're not going to come up with a solution				false

		2583						LN		99		13		false		        13      overnight and replace this money overnight.  If				false

		2584						LN		99		14		false		        14      cannabis it is -- if cannabis gets approved on our				false

		2585						LN		99		15		false		        15      grounds sometime down the line, sure.  Let's have				false

		2586						LN		99		16		false		        16      it.  That's fine.				false

		2587						LN		99		17		false		        17               And just -- I just wanted to say, you				false

		2588						LN		99		18		false		        18      know, again, people say:  Well, this is not a				false

		2589						LN		99		19		false		        19      family-friendly atmosphere.  I'm just going to tell				false

		2590						LN		99		20		false		        20      you one quick story.				false

		2591						LN		99		21		false		        21               My neighbors, who are Muslim, I invited				false

		2592						LN		99		22		false		        22      them.  They are good friends of mine.  I come over				false

		2593						LN		99		23		false		        23      to their house.  They come to mine.  I invited them				false

		2594						LN		99		24		false		        24      to go to the fair.  They invited their in-laws.				false

		2595						LN		99		25		false		        25               An hour into the fair, they said, "We're				false

		2596						PG		100		0		false		page 100				false

		2597						LN		100		1		false		         1      going to leave."				false

		2598						LN		100		2		false		         2               I said, "Why?"				false

		2599						LN		100		3		false		         3               And they said, "Well, there's too much				false

		2600						LN		100		4		false		         4      flesh being exposed and there's too much alcohol				false

		2601						LN		100		5		false		         5      with people.  This is not family-friendly to watch,				false

		2602						LN		100		6		false		         6      so we're going to leave."				false

		2603						LN		100		7		false		         7               So I said, "That's fine.  I respect that,				false

		2604						LN		100		8		false		         8      and that's too bad you see it that way."				false

		2605						LN		100		9		false		         9               So again, what is -- what's				false

		2606						LN		100		10		false		        10      family-friendly to some may not be to others.				false

		2607						LN		100		11		false		        11               So this is not what this is about.  This				false

		2608						LN		100		12		false		        12      is about, again, the financial impact to this				false

		2609						LN		100		13		false		        13      ground, and as a steward of this ground, that				false

		2610						LN		100		14		false		        14      definitely concerns me, and I would definitely be				false

		2611						LN		100		15		false		        15      in favor of approving this, again, to buy us time				false

		2612						LN		100		16		false		        16      to come up with something else as a board that will				false

		2613						LN		100		17		false		        17      supplement this income that we're about to lose.				false

		2614						LN		100		18		false		        18               Thank you.				false

		2615						LN		100		19		false		        19               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Director La Belle, may I				false

		2616						LN		100		20		false		        20      make a comment?				false

		2617						LN		100		21		false		        21               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  Go ahead,				false

		2618						LN		100		22		false		        22      Director.				false

		2619						LN		100		23		false		        23               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yeah.  I would like				false

		2620						LN		100		24		false		        24      to -- I really appreciate what Director Ruiz said.				false

		2621						LN		100		25		false		        25      We are not only, you know, family members together,				false

		2622						PG		101		0		false		page 101				false

		2623						LN		101		1		false		         1      as a fair family.  We are friends.  And I know from				false

		2624						LN		101		2		false		         2      my heart, having been through most meetings where				false

		2625						LN		101		3		false		         3      we agree on the direction of the fair, that it is				false

		2626						LN		101		4		false		         4      hard when we have issues like this, where we don't				false

		2627						LN		101		5		false		         5      agree, because I do truly believe that we all in				false

		2628						LN		101		6		false		         6      our heart are doing what we think is the best, as				false

		2629						LN		101		7		false		         7      stewards of the fair.				false

		2630						LN		101		8		false		         8               And just to Mr. and Mrs. Blek, you know,				false

		2631						LN		101		9		false		         9      my heart goes out to you, to the loss of your son.				false

		2632						LN		101		10		false		        10      That just -- that breaks my heart, and				false

		2633						LN		101		11		false		        11      congratulations on 50 years -- 53 years of				false

		2634						LN		101		12		false		        12      marriage.  My parents just celebrated 58, so you				false

		2635						LN		101		13		false		        13      are leaders not only in your community, but on that				false

		2636						LN		101		14		false		        14      issue as well, so congratulations.				false

		2637						LN		101		15		false		        15               I think this argument today has turned a				false

		2638						LN		101		16		false		        16      little bit from kind of the issue to an economic				false

		2639						LN		101		17		false		        17      argument, and so I would like to, given that I'm on				false

		2640						LN		101		18		false		        18      the record on this issue, just kind of briefly				false

		2641						LN		101		19		false		        19      address that.				false

		2642						LN		101		20		false		        20               Director La Belle and I, who have been				false

		2643						LN		101		21		false		        21      here since a time -- a time that history forgot,				false

		2644						LN		101		22		false		        22      being on the board as the longest serving board				false

		2645						LN		101		23		false		        23      members -- I remember bringing up the issue of				false

		2646						LN		101		24		false		        24      smoking during the fair time, and year one when I				false

		2647						LN		101		25		false		        25      brought up the issue, that I was with my small				false

		2648						PG		102		0		false		page 102				false

		2649						LN		102		1		false		         1      children in the children's carnival and people were				false

		2650						LN		102		2		false		         2      openly smoking all sorts of things in a kids'				false

		2651						LN		102		3		false		         3      carnival, and that upset me, as a brand-new board				false

		2652						LN		102		4		false		         4      member.				false

		2653						LN		102		5		false		         5               There was a lot of push-back on that, that				false

		2654						LN		102		6		false		         6      that's just what the fair atmosphere is like.				false

		2655						LN		102		7		false		         7               The second year when I brought up this				false

		2656						LN		102		8		false		         8      issue, we were able to -- I was able to get my				false

		2657						LN		102		9		false		         9      fellow board members to agree that we were not				false

		2658						LN		102		10		false		        10      going to have smoking in the kids' carnival, one				false

		2659						LN		102		11		false		        11      small area of the fair.  And we got a tremendous				false

		2660						LN		102		12		false		        12      amount of feedback -- positive feedback on that				false

		2661						LN		102		13		false		        13      issue.				false

		2662						LN		102		14		false		        14               The third year I brought it up again.  We				false

		2663						LN		102		15		false		        15      went to nonsmoking sections at the fair, which were				false

		2664						LN		102		16		false		        16      very hard, obviously, on our staff to enforce.				false

		2665						LN		102		17		false		        17               And by the fourth year that I brought this				false

		2666						LN		102		18		false		        18      up, we ended up making the fairground a nonsmoking				false

		2667						LN		102		19		false		        19      fair.				false

		2668						LN		102		20		false		        20               And I bring this up only to say that				false

		2669						LN		102		21		false		        21      change is hard.  There were economic arguments that				false

		2670						LN		102		22		false		        22      were brought up every single year that I fought for				false

		2671						LN		102		23		false		        23      this issue because it was change, and change is				false

		2672						LN		102		24		false		        24      difficult, and change is hard.				false

		2673						LN		102		25		false		        25               But the amount of positivity and the				false

		2674						PG		103		0		false		page 103				false

		2675						LN		103		1		false		         1      amount of families that wrote us letters saying				false

		2676						LN		103		2		false		         2      they would now come to the fair or they were now				false

		2677						LN		103		3		false		         3      excited to come back to the fair because it was				false

		2678						LN		103		4		false		         4      nonsmoking and because we out -- you know, we				false

		2679						LN		103		5		false		         5      banned smoking from the kids' carnival, gave us				false

		2680						LN		103		6		false		         6      kind of the gravitas to keep moving forward.				false

		2681						LN		103		7		false		         7               So yes, economic arguments are important,				false

		2682						LN		103		8		false		         8      but I think it's because you are going into the				false

		2683						LN		103		9		false		         9      unknown, not because it is going to be devastating				false

		2684						LN		103		10		false		        10      to our fair's bottom line.				false

		2685						LN		103		11		false		        11               So I just want to kind of bring in that				false

		2686						LN		103		12		false		        12      piece of history, that, yes, change is hard, but				false

		2687						LN		103		13		false		        13      sometimes change is the right thing to do.				false

		2688						LN		103		14		false		        14               Thank you very much for your time.				false

		2689						LN		103		15		false		        15               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director				false

		2690						LN		103		16		false		        16      Aitken.				false

		2691						LN		103		17		false		        17               Are there further comments from board				false

		2692						LN		103		18		false		        18      members?				false

		2693						LN		103		19		false		        19               DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  This is Director Rafiei.				false

		2694						LN		103		20		false		        20      Just a few comments to make.  I want to, again,				false

		2695						LN		103		21		false		        21      thank everyone for their work.				false

		2696						LN		103		22		false		        22               I have been watching the meetings, so I				false

		2697						LN		103		23		false		        23      kind of know where everyone's leaning on this				false

		2698						LN		103		24		false		        24      issue.				false

		2699						LN		103		25		false		        25               For me, just seeing the last discussion				false

		2700						PG		104		0		false		page 104				false

		2701						LN		104		1		false		         1      that we had, where we voted to not send an				false

		2702						LN		104		2		false		         2      unnecessary letter to the governor on this issue,				false

		2703						LN		104		3		false		         3      would mean that by voting to put these contracts				false

		2704						LN		104		4		false		         4      in, precedence or not, is just a political move at				false

		2705						LN		104		5		false		         5      this point.				false

		2706						LN		104		6		false		         6               If we are trying to not be political, this				false

		2707						LN		104		7		false		         7      would be a hyperpolitical move to fast-forward				false

		2708						LN		104		8		false		         8      these contracts for something that is clearly not				false

		2709						LN		104		9		false		         9      going to be moving forward otherwise.				false

		2710						LN		104		10		false		        10               So I'm going to not support us signing				false

		2711						LN		104		11		false		        11      these contracts ahead of time.				false

		2712						LN		104		12		false		        12               As a business owner, as an entrepreneur,				false

		2713						LN		104		13		false		        13      as a job creator myself, I understand what small				false

		2714						LN		104		14		false		        14      businesses face in these uncertain times, but as a				false

		2715						LN		104		15		false		        15      small business owner, I never count my chickens				false

		2716						LN		104		16		false		        16      before they're hatched, so I'm hopeful that the				false

		2717						LN		104		17		false		        17      small businesses that are going to be participating				false

		2718						LN		104		18		false		        18      in this wouldn't be counting on this a year in				false

		2719						LN		104		19		false		        19      advance since there's no signed contracts.  And we				false

		2720						LN		104		20		false		        20      move forward from there.				false

		2721						LN		104		21		false		        21               Thanks for the opportunity.  Thank you.				false

		2722						LN		104		22		false		        22               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director				false

		2723						LN		104		23		false		        23      Rafiei.				false

		2724						LN		104		24		false		        24               I'd like to at this point ask a question				false

		2725						LN		104		25		false		        25      of Josh Caplan, if I could.				false

		2726						PG		105		0		false		page 105				false

		2727						LN		105		1		false		         1               Josh, refresh my memory.  I know we've				false

		2728						LN		105		2		false		         2      discussed this in the past.  At some point in time,				false

		2729						LN		105		3		false		         3      ghost guns are going to be totally illegal in				false

		2730						LN		105		4		false		         4      California.				false

		2731						LN		105		5		false		         5               Am I correct in that understanding?  But				false

		2732						LN		105		6		false		         6      it's still a few years off; is that correct?				false

		2733						LN		105		7		false		         7               MR. CAPLAN:  Director La Belle, I'm not				false

		2734						LN		105		8		false		         8      necessarily an expert on firearms law, and I would				false

		2735						LN		105		9		false		         9      caution the use of the term "ghost guns."				false

		2736						LN		105		10		false		        10               The term "ghost guns," as far as I know,				false

		2737						LN		105		11		false		        11      is not a legal term that is used in any pending				false

		2738						LN		105		12		false		        12      legislation in California.  I think it refers to				false

		2739						LN		105		13		false		        13      "firearm precursor parts."				false

		2740						LN		105		14		false		        14               I think there is legislation that would				false

		2741						LN		105		15		false		        15      take effect in a few years, but, again, I am not				false

		2742						LN		105		16		false		        16      prepared today to be able to tell the board				false

		2743						LN		105		17		false		        17      specifically where to find that -- those bills or				false

		2744						LN		105		18		false		        18      make any specific bill citations.				false

		2745						LN		105		19		false		        19               I'm sure you're looking for more helpful				false

		2746						LN		105		20		false		        20      information, but that's all that I can provide the				false

		2747						LN		105		21		false		        21      board today.  I don't want to in any way mislead				false

		2748						LN		105		22		false		        22      the public by providing any greater level of				false

		2749						LN		105		23		false		        23      specificity.				false

		2750						LN		105		24		false		        24               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Josh.				false

		2751						LN		105		25		false		        25               With respect to that, is there any other				false

		2752						PG		106		0		false		page 106				false

		2753						LN		106		1		false		         1      comments relative to this item?				false

		2754						LN		106		2		false		         2               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.  This is Director				false

		2755						LN		106		3		false		         3      Bagneris.  I would not like us to set a precedent				false

		2756						LN		106		4		false		         4      to preapprove contracts.  And I know that this bill				false

		2757						LN		106		5		false		         5      gives us that opportunity, but we don't know if the				false

		2758						LN		106		6		false		         6      governor is going to sign or not sign.  We assume				false

		2759						LN		106		7		false		         7      he's going to sign it.				false

		2760						LN		106		8		false		         8               So I don't see a need to even deal with				false

		2761						LN		106		9		false		         9      this matter at that time.  If he were not to sign				false

		2762						LN		106		10		false		        10      it and we go back and this all falls apart, that we				false

		2763						LN		106		11		false		        11      could come back and approve next year's gun show				false

		2764						LN		106		12		false		        12      contract.  I don't think we need to preapprove				false

		2765						LN		106		13		false		        13      them.				false

		2766						LN		106		14		false		        14               And I would rather see us table this item				false

		2767						LN		106		15		false		        15      until we know what the outcome of signing that bill				false

		2768						LN		106		16		false		        16      is.				false

		2769						LN		106		17		false		        17               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  This is Director				false

		2770						LN		106		18		false		        18      Kovacevich.  I agree with Director Bagneris.  I				false

		2771						LN		106		19		false		        19      think we should continue to proceed in our normal				false

		2772						LN		106		20		false		        20      course.  And obviously if this goes -- if this law				false

		2773						LN		106		21		false		        21      goes into effect, we won't be approving any gun				false

		2774						LN		106		22		false		        22      shows.				false

		2775						LN		106		23		false		        23               But I agree that we should continue to				false

		2776						LN		106		24		false		        24      proceed as we normally would and, you know, see how				false

		2777						LN		106		25		false		        25      this bill progresses at the governor's desk and go				false

		2778						PG		107		0		false		page 107				false

		2779						LN		107		1		false		         1      from there.				false

		2780						LN		107		2		false		         2               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Any further board's				false

		2781						LN		107		3		false		         3      comments?				false

		2782						LN		107		4		false		         4               (No response.)				false

		2783						LN		107		5		false		         5               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Is there a motion				false

		2784						LN		107		6		false		         6      that any board member would wish to make?				false

		2785						LN		107		7		false		         7               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Director La Belle, I				false

		2786						LN		107		8		false		         8      would make a motion to table this until January				false

		2787						LN		107		9		false		         9      2022.				false

		2788						LN		107		10		false		        10               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  And I second.				false

		2789						LN		107		11		false		        11               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  We have a				false

		2790						LN		107		12		false		        12      motion on the floor to table this with a second				false

		2791						LN		107		13		false		        13      until January 2022.				false

		2792						LN		107		14		false		        14               Is there any further discussion on this				false

		2793						LN		107		15		false		        15      item?				false

		2794						LN		107		16		false		        16               (No response.)				false

		2795						LN		107		17		false		        17               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  With that, I would				false

		2796						LN		107		18		false		        18      call the question.				false

		2797						LN		107		19		false		        19               Summer, can you call the roll, please?				false

		2798						LN		107		20		false		        20               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.				false

		2799						LN		107		21		false		        21               And just for the record, Chairman				false

		2800						LN		107		22		false		        22      Rubalcava-Garcia has dropped off the Zoom.				false

		2801						LN		107		23		false		        23               So Vice Chair La Belle.				false

		2802						LN		107		24		false		        24               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  On the motion to				false

		2803						LN		107		25		false		        25      table?  Yes.				false

		2804						PG		108		0		false		page 108				false

		2805						LN		108		1		false		         1               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Cervantes.				false

		2806						LN		108		2		false		         2               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.				false

		2807						LN		108		3		false		         3               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.				false

		2808						LN		108		4		false		         4               (No response.)				false

		2809						LN		108		5		false		         5               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.				false

		2810						LN		108		6		false		         6               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Oh.  That's a no.  I vote				false

		2811						LN		108		7		false		         7      no.				false

		2812						LN		108		8		false		         8               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Bagneris.				false

		2813						LN		108		9		false		         9               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes, to table.				false

		2814						LN		108		10		false		        10               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Aitken.				false

		2815						LN		108		11		false		        11               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.				false

		2816						LN		108		12		false		        12               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Kovacevich.				false

		2817						LN		108		13		false		        13               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.				false

		2818						LN		108		14		false		        14               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  And Director Rafiei.				false

		2819						LN		108		15		false		        15               DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Yes.				false

		2820						LN		108		16		false		        16               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.				false

		2821						LN		108		17		false		        17               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  This				false

		2822						LN		108		18		false		        18      concludes this item.  We'll go back to Item 8A.				false

		2823						LN		108		19		false		        19               Any member of the board like to take a				false

		2824						LN		108		20		false		        20      five-minute break or should we continue to proceed?				false

		2825						LN		108		21		false		        21      What's the pleasure of the board?				false

		2826						LN		108		22		false		        22               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Five-minute break is				false

		2827						LN		108		23		false		        23      great, yes.				false

		2828						LN		108		24		false		        24               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Five-minute				false

		2829						LN		108		25		false		        25      break, and then we'll reconvene at 11:20, give or				false

		2830						PG		109		0		false		page 109				false

		2831						LN		109		1		false		         1      take a couple minutes.  And we'll begin with				false

		2832						LN		109		2		false		         2      Item 8A at that point in time.				false

		2833						LN		109		3		false		         3               Okay.  We're in recess now.				false

		2834						LN		109		4		false		         4               (Recess.)				false

		2835						LN		109		5		false		         5               (Roll was taken again after the break.)				false

		2836						LN		109		6		false		         6               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  We're ready				false

		2837						LN		109		7		false		         7      to go.				false

		2838						LN		109		8		false		         8               Item 8A -- Michele, will you present the				false

		2839						LN		109		9		false		         9      staff report on this, please?				false

		2840						LN		109		10		false		        10               MS. RICHARDS:  I will.  Absolutely.				false

		2841						LN		109		11		false		        11               This is an information item only.  As the				false

		2842						LN		109		12		false		        12      board knows, I've been keeping you all informed of				false

		2843						LN		109		13		false		        13      an initiative out of Sacramento to potentially form				false

		2844						LN		109		14		false		        14      a joint powers authority.  It is in draft form at				false

		2845						LN		109		15		false		        15      this point, but I wanted to give a little bit more				false

		2846						LN		109		16		false		        16      background and share some additional information				false

		2847						LN		109		17		false		        17      that I've learned in attending meetings.				false

		2848						LN		109		18		false		        18               As you know, the OC Fair has a board seat				false

		2849						LN		109		19		false		        19      on the California Fairs Alliance, which is made up				false

		2850						LN		109		20		false		        20      of CEOs from throughout the -- fairgrounds				false

		2851						LN		109		21		false		        21      throughout the state.				false

		2852						LN		109		22		false		        22               This effort is in response to an item that				false

		2853						LN		109		23		false		        23      was in -- from the governor that was in the current				false

		2854						LN		109		24		false		        24      budget that talked about taking the next year "to				false

		2855						LN		109		25		false		        25      transition the State's relationship with fairs" --				false

		2856						PG		110		0		false		page 110				false

		2857						LN		110		1		false		         1      and I'm putting that in quotes because that was				false

		2858						LN		110		2		false		         2      taken from the budget.				false

		2859						LN		110		3		false		         3               So at the request of the governor's				false

		2860						LN		110		4		false		         4      office, and with further direction from California				false

		2861						LN		110		5		false		         5      Ag Secretary Karen Ross, a framework is being				false

		2862						LN		110		6		false		         6      developed for a joint exercise of powers agreement				false

		2863						LN		110		7		false		         7      to establish a California authority for fairgrounds				false

		2864						LN		110		8		false		         8      and expositions.				false

		2865						LN		110		9		false		         9               There is a draft proposal that goes into				false

		2866						LN		110		10		false		        10      way more detail, but we've been told that that				false

		2867						LN		110		11		false		        11      proposal is currently under review with the				false

		2868						LN		110		12		false		        12      attorneys of the California Department of Food and				false

		2869						LN		110		13		false		        13      Ag, and it has not yet been approved for release.				false

		2870						LN		110		14		false		        14      So certainly as soon as it is, I will share that				false

		2871						LN		110		15		false		        15      with the board.				false

		2872						LN		110		16		false		        16               But here are some things that have been				false

		2873						LN		110		17		false		        17      shared in recent meetings, is that the joint powers				false

		2874						LN		110		18		false		        18      authority would be governed by a board located in				false

		2875						LN		110		19		false		        19      Sacramento.  It would be comprised of 13 board				false

		2876						LN		110		20		false		        20      members, one from each of the seven geographic				false

		2877						LN		110		21		false		        21      areas that represent the current DAAs, one				false

		2878						LN		110		22		false		        22      representing small fairs, one representing medium				false

		2879						LN		110		23		false		        23      fairs, and one representing large fairs, another				false

		2880						LN		110		24		false		        24      board member that would be appointed by Secretary				false

		2881						LN		110		25		false		        25      Ross or the California Department of Food and Ag				false

		2882						PG		111		0		false		page 111				false

		2883						LN		111		1		false		         1      secretary, one board member appointed by the				false

		2884						LN		111		2		false		         2      director of the California Department of Finance,				false

		2885						LN		111		3		false		         3      and one member from the rural county				false

		2886						LN		111		4		false		         4      representatives of California, the RCRC.				false

		2887						LN		111		5		false		         5               So it would be, you know, board members				false

		2888						LN		111		6		false		         6      from those various public agencies.				false

		2889						LN		111		7		false		         7               The primary purpose of the authority, just				false

		2890						LN		111		8		false		         8      like all joint powers authorities, would be to				false

		2891						LN		111		9		false		         9      develop and provide service programs and kind of				false

		2892						LN		111		10		false		        10      central administration that would represent the				false

		2893						LN		111		11		false		        11      common interests of the member fairs.				false

		2894						LN		111		12		false		        12               Such services might include, for example,				false

		2895						LN		111		13		false		        13      human resources, purchasing, procurement,				false

		2896						LN		111		14		false		        14      contracting and legal services.				false

		2897						LN		111		15		false		        15               It should be noted that the California				false

		2898						LN		111		16		false		        16      Food and Ag code currently provides that DAAs can				false

		2899						LN		111		17		false		        17      enter into joint powers agreements with the				false

		2900						LN		111		18		false		        18      approval of the California Department of Food and				false

		2901						LN		111		19		false		        19      Ag, and CDFA has been heavily involved in this				false

		2902						LN		111		20		false		        20      process and does approve the participation of DAAs				false

		2903						LN		111		21		false		        21      in that joint powers agreement.				false

		2904						LN		111		22		false		        22               While the JPA board would oversee the				false

		2905						LN		111		23		false		        23      property and the operation of the annual fairs,				false

		2906						LN		111		24		false		        24      each member fair could form a local nonprofit				false

		2907						LN		111		25		false		        25      organization that would maintain the fairgrounds				false

		2908						PG		112		0		false		page 112				false

		2909						LN		112		1		false		         1      and manage its current programs, including the				false

		2910						LN		112		2		false		         2      annual fair.				false

		2911						LN		112		3		false		         3               Current DAA board directors could serve on				false

		2912						LN		112		4		false		         4      those local nonprofit boards.				false

		2913						LN		112		5		false		         5               And as it stands right now, DAA employees				false

		2914						LN		112		6		false		         6      could either choose to maintain their status as				false

		2915						LN		112		7		false		         7      California state civil service employees or				false

		2916						LN		112		8		false		         8      potentially become employees of the local				false

		2917						LN		112		9		false		         9      nonprofit.				false

		2918						LN		112		10		false		        10               So in reading this, I know it generates				false

		2919						LN		112		11		false		        11      more questions than answers at this point, and,				false

		2920						LN		112		12		false		        12      unfortunately, I don't -- I don't have answers to				false

		2921						LN		112		13		false		        13      those questions.				false

		2922						LN		112		14		false		        14               But in an effort to keep the board and the				false

		2923						LN		112		15		false		        15      public apprised of these efforts, I wanted to bring				false

		2924						LN		112		16		false		        16      that forward today and certainly remain committed				false

		2925						LN		112		17		false		        17      to providing the board any additional information				false

		2926						LN		112		18		false		        18      and happy to, you know, stay on top of that draft				false

		2927						LN		112		19		false		        19      proposal and provide that to the board when it's				false

		2928						LN		112		20		false		        20      released -- or approved for release.				false

		2929						LN		112		21		false		        21               So I'm happy to take any questions that				false

		2930						LN		112		22		false		        22      anyone might have about this from the board.				false

		2931						LN		112		23		false		        23               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.				false

		2932						LN		112		24		false		        24               Are there any public comments, Summer?				false

		2933						LN		112		25		false		        25               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  We have one, Reggie				false

		2934						PG		113		0		false		page 113				false

		2935						LN		113		1		false		         1      Mundekis.				false

		2936						LN		113		2		false		         2               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Why don't we go				false

		2937						LN		113		3		false		         3      ahead and take the public comment, and then we'll				false

		2938						LN		113		4		false		         4      go back to the board.				false

		2939						LN		113		5		false		         5               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Reggie, when				false

		2940						LN		113		6		false		         6      you're ready.				false

		2941						LN		113		7		false		         7               MS. MUNDEKIS:  Hi.  I'm R-E-G-G-I-E,				false

		2942						LN		113		8		false		         8      M-U-N-D-E-K-I-S.  Thank you for the opportunity to				false

		2943						LN		113		9		false		         9      address you today.  Thank you to CEO Richards for				false

		2944						LN		113		10		false		        10      keeping us updated on this issue.  Thank you.				false

		2945						LN		113		11		false		        11               And in an effort to not make a long				false

		2946						LN		113		12		false		        12      meeting any longer, I'm just going to hit some high				false

		2947						LN		113		13		false		        13      points in my comments.  You've already received a				false

		2948						LN		113		14		false		        14      long discussion of comments.				false

		2949						LN		113		15		false		        15               One comment -- one question that came up				false

		2950						LN		113		16		false		        16      today regarding the CAFE proposal is:  Does CAFE				false

		2951						LN		113		17		false		        17      replace the current fairs and expositions branch in				false

		2952						LN		113		18		false		        18      the California Department of Food and Agriculture?				false

		2953						LN		113		19		false		        19               My second question deals with transition				false

		2954						LN		113		20		false		        20      of fair management and operations to nonprofits.				false

		2955						LN		113		21		false		        21      The annual fair is typically the largest single				false

		2956						LN		113		22		false		        22      source of revenue at a fairground, which is a DAA				false

		2957						LN		113		23		false		        23      for our discussions.				false

		2958						LN		113		24		false		        24               And if you're transitioning the largest				false

		2959						LN		113		25		false		        25      single source of revenue, you also need to				false

		2960						PG		114		0		false		page 114				false

		2961						LN		114		1		false		         1      transition the current and future pension				false

		2962						LN		114		2		false		         2      obligations and retiree health care costs to that				false

		2963						LN		114		3		false		         3      nonprofit because if the nonprofit's getting the				false

		2964						LN		114		4		false		         4      money, they need to take the costs that generate				false

		2965						LN		114		5		false		         5      that money with them.				false

		2966						LN		114		6		false		         6               If you don't do that, you are privatizing				false

		2967						LN		114		7		false		         7      the profits and socializing the costs.				false

		2968						LN		114		8		false		         8               Thank you.				false

		2969						LN		114		9		false		         9               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.				false

		2970						LN		114		10		false		        10               That's all for public comment, unless				false

		2971						LN		114		11		false		        11      there are any other speakers.  If there are, please				false

		2972						LN		114		12		false		        12      state your name now, and we'll take your comment.				false

		2973						LN		114		13		false		        13               (No response.)				false

		2974						LN		114		14		false		        14               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Hearing none --				false

		2975						LN		114		15		false		        15               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Summer.				false

		2976						LN		114		16		false		        16               Are there any comments that the directors				false

		2977						LN		114		17		false		        17      would have at this time?				false

		2978						LN		114		18		false		        18               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  I just want to make one				false

		2979						LN		114		19		false		        19      point of clarification for CEO Richards.  On the				false

		2980						LN		114		20		false		        20      calls that you and I have been on, is this still				false

		2981						LN		114		21		false		        21      something that would be -- this would not be				false

		2982						LN		114		22		false		        22      mandatory?  This would be something that we would				false

		2983						LN		114		23		false		        23      have to apply for?				false

		2984						LN		114		24		false		        24               Is that your understanding of where this				false

		2985						LN		114		25		false		        25      is going?				false

		2986						PG		115		0		false		page 115				false

		2987						LN		115		1		false		         1               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.  At this point,				false

		2988						LN		115		2		false		         2      it remains completely voluntary.  I don't know if				false

		2989						LN		115		3		false		         3      that would ever change in the future, if the state,				false

		2990						LN		115		4		false		         4      you know, and the governor's budget did -- didn't				false

		2991						LN		115		5		false		         5      talk about transitioning the state's relationship				false

		2992						LN		115		6		false		         6      with fairs, but the proposal reportedly makes that				false

		2993						LN		115		7		false		         7      decision about DAAs' involvement entirely up to				false

		2994						LN		115		8		false		         8      local boards.				false

		2995						LN		115		9		false		         9               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.				false

		2996						LN		115		10		false		        10               For the -- for the benefit of my fellow				false

		2997						LN		115		11		false		        11      board members, Ashleigh and I were here back when,				false

		2998						LN		115		12		false		        12      when we went through the whole private decision				false

		2999						LN		115		13		false		        13      issue, for lack of a better term, and that was an				false

		3000						LN		115		14		false		        14      effort that the board clearly took final action to				false

		3001						LN		115		15		false		        15      say we are not in, in support of anything that				false

		3002						LN		115		16		false		        16      would alter the way that we operate as a DDA				false

		3003						LN		115		17		false		        17      [verbatim].				false

		3004						LN		115		18		false		        18               And I would just add that certainly if				false

		3005						LN		115		19		false		        19      there evolves anything out of this process that				false

		3006						LN		115		20		false		        20      helps streamline our ability to do our job as a				false

		3007						LN		115		21		false		        21      caretaker of the OC Fair and Events Center, I would				false

		3008						LN		115		22		false		        22      be fully supportive of that.				false

		3009						LN		115		23		false		        23               I would not be supportive of anything that				false

		3010						LN		115		24		false		        24      just adds another layer to the bureaucracy, if you				false

		3011						LN		115		25		false		        25      will.  I think most of my fellow board members have				false

		3012						PG		116		0		false		page 116				false

		3013						LN		116		1		false		         1      been through some challenges that we've had in				false

		3014						LN		116		2		false		         2      terms of protests on RFPs, et cetera, et cetera.				false

		3015						LN		116		3		false		         3               And, you know, while I clearly understand				false

		3016						LN		116		4		false		         4      we are an entity of the State, there are already				false

		3017						LN		116		5		false		         5      enough safeguards in the system that provide check				false

		3018						LN		116		6		false		         6      and balances.				false

		3019						LN		116		7		false		         7               Michele and her staff worked extremely				false

		3020						LN		116		8		false		         8      hard to, you know, maximize our revenues and				false

		3021						LN		116		9		false		         9      minimize our costs.  And, again, anything that				false

		3022						LN		116		10		false		        10      evolves out of this that would just add another				false

		3023						LN		116		11		false		        11      layer to the process, I would not be in support of.				false

		3024						LN		116		12		false		        12      But I'll just leave it at that.				false

		3025						LN		116		13		false		        13               Are there any further comments from the				false

		3026						LN		116		14		false		        14      other directors?  It's an information item, so we				false

		3027						LN		116		15		false		        15      don't -- no action's necessary.				false

		3028						LN		116		16		false		        16               (No response.)				false

		3029						LN		116		17		false		        17               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Not hearing				false

		3030						LN		116		18		false		        18      any further, I would move on to Item 8B.				false

		3031						LN		116		19		false		        19               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Okay.  On behalf of				false

		3032						LN		116		20		false		        20      the community affairs committee, we are celebrating				false

		3033						LN		116		21		false		        21      Hispanic heritage month, which started on				false

		3034						LN		116		22		false		        22      September 15th and moves to October 15th.				false

		3035						LN		116		23		false		        23               And the committee has worked with staff to				false

		3036						LN		116		24		false		        24      develop a presentation on the Hispanic community's				false

		3037						LN		116		25		false		        25      contributions to agriculture and the OC Fair and				false

		3038						PG		117		0		false		page 117				false

		3039						LN		117		1		false		         1      Events Center.				false

		3040						LN		117		2		false		         2               So, Director Ruiz, did you want to walk				false

		3041						LN		117		3		false		         3      through that presentation, or would you like staff				false

		3042						LN		117		4		false		         4      to do that?				false

		3043						LN		117		5		false		         5               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  You know what?  I was				false

		3044						LN		117		6		false		         6      going to walk through it, but if the staff could do				false

		3045						LN		117		7		false		         7      it, that would be great.				false

		3046						LN		117		8		false		         8               And the reason I say that, I just got my				false

		3047						LN		117		9		false		         9      new prescription.  I have vertical heterophoria --				false

		3048						LN		117		10		false		        10      I can't say that word -- I'm trying to say that				false

		3049						LN		117		11		false		        11      word.  So the reading part on my glasses is -- the				false

		3050						LN		117		12		false		        12      words overlap.				false

		3051						LN		117		13		false		        13               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Oh, no.				false

		3052						LN		117		14		false		        14               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  So I would be skipping				false

		3053						LN		117		15		false		        15      some words.  So I have to go back and get that				false

		3054						LN		117		16		false		        16      corrected.				false

		3055						LN		117		17		false		        17               So if the staff would do me the honor,				false

		3056						LN		117		18		false		        18      that would be great.				false

		3057						LN		117		19		false		        19               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  You bet.				false

		3058						LN		117		20		false		        20               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  But I saw the				false

		3059						LN		117		21		false		        21      presentation, and it's a great presentation.  It's				false

		3060						LN		117		22		false		        22      always -- Michele, you and the staff did an amazing				false

		3061						LN		117		23		false		        23      job, and I want to thank you for putting this				false

		3062						LN		117		24		false		        24      forward.				false

		3063						LN		117		25		false		        25               And I want to thank the Chair,				false

		3064						PG		118		0		false		page 118				false

		3065						LN		118		1		false		         1      Rubalcava-Garcia, for bringing this forward as well				false

		3066						LN		118		2		false		         2      to celebrate this and make the presentation before				false

		3067						LN		118		3		false		         3      the board and the audience on that.				false

		3068						LN		118		4		false		         4               So, again, I'm proud that this is on				false

		3069						LN		118		5		false		         5      there, and I wanted to do it along with Chair				false

		3070						LN		118		6		false		         6      Cervantes, because I know we both got appointed at				false

		3071						LN		118		7		false		         7      the same time, seven years ago, I think, and this				false

		3072						LN		118		8		false		         8      presentation is a great presentation.  It gives				false

		3073						LN		118		9		false		         9      recognition to great leaders within the Latino				false

		3074						LN		118		10		false		        10      community.				false

		3075						LN		118		11		false		        11               And if you could do me the honor and go				false

		3076						LN		118		12		false		        12      through this, I would greatly appreciate it.				false

		3077						LN		118		13		false		        13               Thank you.				false

		3078						LN		118		14		false		        14               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  I would be honored to				false

		3079						LN		118		15		false		        15      do that.				false

		3080						LN		118		16		false		        16               So this month and through October 15th,				false

		3081						LN		118		17		false		        17      the community affairs committee would like to				false

		3082						LN		118		18		false		        18      highlight national Hispanic heritage month and the				false

		3083						LN		118		19		false		        19      many contributions of the Hispanic community to				false

		3084						LN		118		20		false		        20      Orange County.				false

		3085						LN		118		21		false		        21               Hispanic heritage month is observed from				false

		3086						LN		118		22		false		        22      September 15th through October 15th, and it				false

		3087						LN		118		23		false		        23      celebrates the contributions of people whose				false

		3088						LN		118		24		false		        24      ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean,				false

		3089						LN		118		25		false		        25      Central America, and South America.				false

		3090						PG		119		0		false		page 119				false

		3091						LN		119		1		false		         1               Now, the celebration started as Hispanic				false

		3092						LN		119		2		false		         2      heritage week in 1968 by then-President Lyndon				false

		3093						LN		119		3		false		         3      Johnson, and it was expanded to a full month in				false

		3094						LN		119		4		false		         4      1988 by then-President Ronald Reagan.				false

		3095						LN		119		5		false		         5               Some people may wonder why Hispanic				false

		3096						LN		119		6		false		         6      heritage month is split between September and				false

		3097						LN		119		7		false		         7      October.  Well, that's because several significant				false

		3098						LN		119		8		false		         8      dates during that 30-day period, from mid-September				false

		3099						LN		119		9		false		         9      to mid-October -- that are important to the				false

		3100						LN		119		10		false		        10      Hispanic community, their heritage and culture.				false

		3101						LN		119		11		false		        11               So starting with September 15th, that is				false

		3102						LN		119		12		false		        12      Independence Day in Costa Rica, El Salvador,				false

		3103						LN		119		13		false		        13      Honduras, and Nicaragua.				false

		3104						LN		119		14		false		        14               September 16th is Mexican Independence				false

		3105						LN		119		15		false		        15      Day.				false

		3106						LN		119		16		false		        16               September 18th is when Chile celebrates				false

		3107						LN		119		17		false		        17      its independence.				false

		3108						LN		119		18		false		        18               And October 12th is D�a de la Raza, a				false

		3109						LN		119		19		false		        19      holiday celebrating the heritage and cultural				false

		3110						LN		119		20		false		        20      diversity of Latin America.				false

		3111						LN		119		21		false		        21               Now, did you know the difference between				false

		3112						LN		119		22		false		        22      the term "Hispanic" and "Latina," "Latino," or				false

		3113						LN		119		23		false		        23      "Latinx"?				false

		3114						LN		119		24		false		        24               They are often used interchangeably, but				false

		3115						LN		119		25		false		        25      "Hispanic" refers to a person who is from or a				false

		3116						PG		120		0		false		page 120				false

		3117						LN		120		1		false		         1      descendant of someone who is from a				false

		3118						LN		120		2		false		         2      Spanish-speaking country.				false

		3119						LN		120		3		false		         3               "Latino," "Latina," or "Latinx" refers to				false

		3120						LN		120		4		false		         4      a person who is from or a descendant of someone who				false

		3121						LN		120		5		false		         5      is from a country in Latin America.				false

		3122						LN		120		6		false		         6               Nationally, Hispanic population has grown				false

		3123						LN		120		7		false		         7      from 50 million in 2010 to 62 million in 2020.				false

		3124						LN		120		8		false		         8      California has the highest Hispanic population of				false

		3125						LN		120		9		false		         9      any state in the past ten years, and the state's				false

		3126						LN		120		10		false		        10      population -- Hispanic population grew by				false

		3127						LN		120		11		false		        11      11 percent.				false

		3128						LN		120		12		false		        12               Hispanics comprise 36 percent of				false

		3129						LN		120		13		false		        13      Orange County's population, and that's 39 percent				false

		3130						LN		120		14		false		        14      statewide, and are expected to comprise 43 percent				false

		3131						LN		120		15		false		        15      by 2060.				false

		3132						LN		120		16		false		        16               The high school graduation rate amongst OC				false

		3133						LN		120		17		false		        17      Hispanics is high, 87-and-a-half percent, and				false

		3134						LN		120		18		false		        18      that's up from 86 percent just a year ago.				false

		3135						LN		120		19		false		        19               42 percent of California Hispanics own				false

		3136						LN		120		20		false		        20      their own homes, and the median household income				false

		3137						LN		120		21		false		        21      for Orange County Hispanics is over $75,000.				false

		3138						LN		120		22		false		        22               Now, while 36 percent of Hispanic business				false

		3139						LN		120		23		false		        23      owners said their community was hit particularly				false

		3140						LN		120		24		false		        24      hard in the past 18 months, 60 percent say that				false

		3141						LN		120		25		false		        25      during the pandemic, they have volunteered to help				false

		3142						PG		121		0		false		page 121				false

		3143						LN		121		1		false		         1      their local community.				false

		3144						LN		121		2		false		         2               Hispanic heritage and culture is rich in				false

		3145						LN		121		3		false		         3      Orange County, and it started centuries ago when				false

		3146						LN		121		4		false		         4      families like the Yorba and Peralta families first				false

		3147						LN		121		5		false		         5      settled here from Mexico.				false

		3148						LN		121		6		false		         6               There was a huge demand for farm labor				false

		3149						LN		121		7		false		         7      during World War II, and in response, the U.S. and				false

		3150						LN		121		8		false		         8      Mexico entered into an agreement to create a guest				false

		3151						LN		121		9		false		         9      worker program officially called the Emergency Farm				false

		3152						LN		121		10		false		        10      Labor Agreement, or more commonly known as the				false

		3153						LN		121		11		false		        11      Bracero program.				false

		3154						LN		121		12		false		        12               This program brought nearly 70,000 men				false

		3155						LN		121		13		false		        13      from Mexico to work legally in Orange County				false

		3156						LN		121		14		false		        14      between 1942 and 1964, and many became citizens in				false

		3157						LN		121		15		false		        15      Orange County in the late 1960s.				false

		3158						LN		121		16		false		        16               Even as late as 1947, California schools				false

		3159						LN		121		17		false		        17      were still segregated.  Gonzalo Mendez and four				false
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		3409						LN		131		7		false		         7               We received a posting on one of our social				false

		3410						LN		131		8		false		         8      media sites that I wanted to read quickly because I				false

		3411						LN		131		9		false		         9      think it really sums up what a great atmosphere the				false

		3412						LN		131		10		false		        10      fair -- and what a great experience it provided.				false

		3413						LN		131		11		false		        11               This is from a guest named Jessica.  She				false

		3414						LN		131		12		false		        12      says:				false

		3415						LN		131		13		false		        13                    "Thank you," with many exclamation				false

		3416						LN		131		14		false		        14               points, "to the directors and staff who				false

		3417						LN		131		15		false		        15               put the fair together and the many				false

		3418						LN		131		16		false		        16               workers at the fair," more exclamation				false

		3419						LN		131		17		false		        17               points.				false

		3420						LN		131		18		false		        18                    "I'm from San Diego and make it my				false

		3421						LN		131		19		false		        19               mission to always attend the OC Fair.				false

		3422						LN		131		20		false		        20               This is my fifth coming, and it never				false

		3423						LN		131		21		false		        21               disappoints.  I have brought many				false

		3424						LN		131		22		false		        22               friends and family, and they love it as				false

		3425						LN		131		23		false		        23               well.				false

		3426						LN		131		24		false		        24                    "Keep up the amazing work that you				false

		3427						LN		131		25		false		        25               do, and thank you for keeping it clean				false

		3428						PG		132		0		false		page 132				false

		3429						LN		132		1		false		         1               and just being on top of it.  Can't				false

		3430						LN		132		2		false		         2               wait until next year.  You guys stay				false

		3431						LN		132		3		false		         3               safe, and God bless, from Jessica."				false

		3432						LN		132		4		false		         4               I just wanted to share that one example.				false

		3433						LN		132		5		false		         5               So let's look at the numbers.  Well, our				false

		3434						LN		132		6		false		         6      attendance was 1,055,770.				false

		3435						LN		132		7		false		         7               Our OC Fair guest demographic very closely				false

		3436						LN		132		8		false		         8      matched the greater OC Fair -- or Orange County				false

		3437						LN		132		9		false		         9      demographic, and that's really important to us				false

		3438						LN		132		10		false		        10      because we want to make sure that the fair is				false

		3439						LN		132		11		false		        11      accessible to all in our community and that we're				false

		3440						LN		132		12		false		        12      reaching everyone.				false

		3441						LN		132		13		false		        13               16 out of our 23 days were sold out.  We				false

		3442						LN		132		14		false		        14      reached our maximum ticket sales of 45,000.				false

		3443						LN		132		15		false		        15               Almost 10,000 competitive entries were				false

		3444						LN		132		16		false		        16      submitted by members of the community in lots of				false

		3445						LN		132		17		false		        17      categories:  Quilts and baked goods and beautiful				false

		3446						LN		132		18		false		        18      woodworking.  We gave out over 4,500 ribbons and				false

		3447						LN		132		19		false		        19      awards, and there were 74 best-of-show awards.				false

		3448						LN		132		20		false		        20               If you look at that top photo, you'll see				false

		3449						LN		132		21		false		        21      Director Aitken and Chair Rubalcava-Garcia helping				false

		3450						LN		132		22		false		        22      us give out those 74 best-of-show awards, so that				false

		3451						LN		132		23		false		        23      was great fun during the fair.				false

		3452						LN		132		24		false		        24               Over 2.5 million carnival rides --				false

		3453						LN		132		25		false		        25      individual rides were enjoyed by guests.				false

		3454						PG		133		0		false		page 133				false

		3455						LN		133		1		false		         1               We had 20 sold-out shows in the hangar,				false

		3456						LN		133		2		false		         2      nine sold-out shows in the Pacific amphitheater.				false

		3457						LN		133		3		false		         3      There were 338 community entertainment performers				false

		3458						LN		133		4		false		         4      right -- from right here in Orange County who				false

		3459						LN		133		5		false		         5      performed on three stages.				false

		3460						LN		133		6		false		         6               155 small business merchants and				false

		3461						LN		133		7		false		         7      concessionaires came together to help put on the				false

		3462						LN		133		8		false		         8      fair.				false

		3463						LN		133		9		false		         9               And we want to highlight our recycling				false

		3464						LN		133		10		false		        10      efforts.  They were strong this year.  6,300 pounds				false

		3465						LN		133		11		false		        11      of plastic was recycled; 600 pounds of glass;				false

		3466						LN		133		12		false		        12      800 pounds of aluminum; 66,000 pounds of cardboard;				false

		3467						LN		133		13		false		        13      and over 6,000 gallons of cooking oil were recycled				false

		3468						LN		133		14		false		        14      as a result of the fair.				false

		3469						LN		133		15		false		        15               So what were the numbers?  Well, they were				false

		3470						LN		133		16		false		        16      very good.  Let me explain this chart real quick.				false

		3471						LN		133		17		false		        17               If you look on the right-hand side, you'll				false

		3472						LN		133		18		false		        18      see the revenue and expense numbers from the 2019				false

		3473						LN		133		19		false		        19      fair.  The numbers in the middle column are				false

		3474						LN		133		20		false		        20      preliminary numbers from the 2021 OC Fair.				false

		3475						LN		133		21		false		        21               I say "preliminary" because our Pacific				false

		3476						LN		133		22		false		        22      amphitheater season -- concert season went past the				false

		3477						LN		133		23		false		        23      fair into the end of August and September, and so				false

		3478						LN		133		24		false		        24      that $35.2 million number will go up as a result.				false

		3479						LN		133		25		false		        25               But if you look at the comparison, full				false

		3480						PG		134		0		false		page 134				false

		3481						LN		134		1		false		         1      fair with -- approaching 1.4 million people in 2019				false

		3482						LN		134		2		false		         2      generated revenue of 36.5 million, but our fair				false

		3483						LN		134		3		false		         3      with 45,000 people per day, with limited capacity,				false

		3484						LN		134		4		false		         4      generated 35.2 million in revenue.  People came to				false

		3485						LN		134		5		false		         5      the fair, and they spent generously, and we're very				false

		3486						LN		134		6		false		         6      grateful for that.				false

		3487						LN		134		7		false		         7               Our labor expenses, you can see, went way				false

		3488						LN		134		8		false		         8      down compared to 2019.  A smaller fair, a				false

		3489						LN		134		9		false		         9      controlled fair with controlled attendance doesn't				false

		3490						LN		134		10		false		        10      need as many employees.				false

		3491						LN		134		11		false		        11               And we too had our challenges with hiring				false

		3492						LN		134		12		false		        12      people as well.				false

		3493						LN		134		13		false		        13               Our nonlabor expenses -- the staff did a				false

		3494						LN		134		14		false		        14      phenomenal job of managing expenses.  In 2019,				false

		3495						LN		134		15		false		        15      14.8 million in nonlabor expenses compared with				false

		3496						LN		134		16		false		        16      8.7 million in 2021.				false

		3497						LN		134		17		false		        17               So the bottom line, results were -- in				false

		3498						LN		134		18		false		        18      2019 with a full fair, unlimited attendance, our				false

		3499						LN		134		19		false		        19      net proceeds were 14.5 million compared to				false

		3500						LN		134		20		false		        20      preliminary net proceeds from the 2021 fair of				false

		3501						LN		134		21		false		        21      22 million.				false

		3502						LN		134		22		false		        22               So we have some analysis to do and some				false

		3503						LN		134		23		false		        23      recommendations, but primarily, what did we learn				false

		3504						LN		134		24		false		        24      from this year's fair?				false

		3505						LN		134		25		false		        25               Well, we did learn that our guests will				false

		3506						PG		135		0		false		page 135				false

		3507						LN		135		1		false		         1      purchase tickets ahead of time online, and I think				false

		3508						LN		135		2		false		         2      they will continue to do that in the future.				false

		3509						LN		135		3		false		         3               We learned that limited capacity creates				false

		3510						LN		135		4		false		         4      huge demand for the fair.				false

		3511						LN		135		5		false		         5               We also learned that a carefully produced				false

		3512						LN		135		6		false		         6      fair with limited capacity can actually be more				false

		3513						LN		135		7		false		         7      profitable than unlimited attendance.				false

		3514						LN		135		8		false		         8               We also learned that increasingly more				false

		3515						LN		135		9		false		         9      attendance every year is not a metric that we want				false

		3516						LN		135		10		false		        10      to chase anymore.  The goal of putting more and				false

		3517						LN		135		11		false		        11      more and more people on this property in those 23				false

		3518						LN		135		12		false		        12      days is not necessarily the direction we should				false

		3519						LN		135		13		false		        13      take.				false

		3520						LN		135		14		false		        14               And, finally, not something new that we				false

		3521						LN		135		15		false		        15      learned, but certainly something that we confirmed				false

		3522						LN		135		16		false		        16      is that our community loves the OC Fair.				false

		3523						LN		135		17		false		        17               So that concludes our presentation, but				false

		3524						LN		135		18		false		        18      we're happy to take any questions the board might				false

		3525						LN		135		19		false		        19      have.				false

		3526						LN		135		20		false		        20               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.				false

		3527						LN		135		21		false		        21               Any questions or comments from the board?				false

		3528						LN		135		22		false		        22               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  This is Director				false

		3529						LN		135		23		false		        23      Kovacevich.  I'll make a comment.				false

		3530						LN		135		24		false		        24               Again, congratulate Michele and the staff				false

		3531						LN		135		25		false		        25      on a fantastic fair.  And this presentation was				false

		3532						PG		136		0		false		page 136				false

		3533						LN		136		1		false		         1      phenomenal, and you can kind of see here in a quick				false

		3534						LN		136		2		false		         2      snapshot just the results of all of your hard work				false

		3535						LN		136		3		false		         3      and how it truly paid off this year.				false

		3536						LN		136		4		false		         4               So, again, congratulations, and thank you.				false

		3537						LN		136		5		false		         5               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Thank you.				false

		3538						LN		136		6		false		         6               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  This is Director				false

		3539						LN		136		7		false		         7      Bagneris.  The financial monitoring and audit				false

		3540						LN		136		8		false		         8      committee met a week ago Friday, and when I first				false

		3541						LN		136		9		false		         9      saw these numbers of how the fair did compared to				false

		3542						LN		136		10		false		        10      2019, I almost fell out of my seat.  That was an				false

		3543						LN		136		11		false		        11      incredible, incredible fair.				false

		3544						LN		136		12		false		        12               I didn't think I was going to be able to				false

		3545						LN		136		13		false		        13      make the fair this year.  I was with my new				false

		3546						LN		136		14		false		        14      grandson in Houston, and I ended up coming back				false

		3547						LN		136		15		false		        15      early, and I am so glad I did.				false

		3548						LN		136		16		false		        16               I thoroughly enjoyed the fair.  There was				false

		3549						LN		136		17		false		        17      room to move around, and I'm like you, Michele.  I				false

		3550						LN		136		18		false		        18      think a couple of nights, I think all 45,000 showed				false

		3551						LN		136		19		false		        19      up at the same time.  And I think they probably				false

		3552						LN		136		20		false		        20      left and came back.				false

		3553						LN		136		21		false		        21               So just an outstanding job to every member				false

		3554						LN		136		22		false		        22      of our staff, our executive staff, as well as every				false

		3555						LN		136		23		false		        23      employee.				false

		3556						LN		136		24		false		        24               I did attend the employee appreciation				false

		3557						LN		136		25		false		        25      event after the fair, and it's just incredible, how				false

		3558						PG		137		0		false		page 137				false

		3559						LN		137		1		false		         1      our workers have been with us for 30 years or more,				false

		3560						LN		137		2		false		         2      just an incredible job.				false

		3561						LN		137		3		false		         3               The talent that we have on our staff, the				false

		3562						LN		137		4		false		         4      creativity that we have -- I always learn something				false

		3563						LN		137		5		false		         5      new when I come.  You would not have known we were				false

		3564						LN		137		6		false		         6      in the midst of a pandemic at the fair this year.				false

		3565						LN		137		7		false		         7               So I want to thank everyone, and I'm				false

		3566						LN		137		8		false		         8      looking for many more years of fairs in				false

		3567						LN		137		9		false		         9      Orange County.				false

		3568						LN		137		10		false		        10               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director				false

		3569						LN		137		11		false		        11      Bagneris.				false

		3570						LN		137		12		false		        12               Any further comments?				false

		3571						LN		137		13		false		        13               (No response.)				false

		3572						LN		137		14		false		        14               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I would just ditto				false

		3573						LN		137		15		false		        15      what Nick and Barbara have said.  The presentation				false

		3574						LN		137		16		false		        16      was excellent.  And the fact that we're looking at,				false

		3575						LN		137		17		false		        17      give or take, 22 million versus 14 million really				false

		3576						LN		137		18		false		        18      emphasizes the fact that more is not necessarily				false

		3577						LN		137		19		false		        19      better.				false

		3578						LN		137		20		false		        20               And also what that does, it translates				false

		3579						LN		137		21		false		        21      into us being able to address all of the attendant				false

		3580						LN		137		22		false		        22      traffic and parking issues and the storage issues				false

		3581						LN		137		23		false		        23      on site.  As Barbara knows, that's kind of a				false

		3582						LN		137		24		false		        24      continuing issue that we need to address over the				false

		3583						LN		137		25		false		        25      long term.				false

		3584						PG		138		0		false		page 138				false

		3585						LN		138		1		false		         1               So, again, kudos to staff.  Each and every				false

		3586						LN		138		2		false		         2      one of you did a fantastic job.				false

		3587						LN		138		3		false		         3               And if there are no further comments,				false

		3588						LN		138		4		false		         4      we'll move on to the next item.				false

		3589						LN		138		5		false		         5               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Vice Chair La Belle,				false

		3590						LN		138		6		false		         6      this is the item to appoint a chair and vice-chair				false

		3591						LN		138		7		false		         7      nominating committee.				false

		3592						LN		138		8		false		         8               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.				false

		3593						LN		138		9		false		         9               In consultation with Chair				false

		3594						LN		138		10		false		        10      Rubalcava-Garcia, we're appointing to -- former				false

		3595						LN		138		11		false		        11      Chairperson Bagneris and Former Chairperson Aitken				false

		3596						LN		138		12		false		        12      to the nominating committee.				false

		3597						LN		138		13		false		        13               Okay.  Next item, 8E.				false

		3598						LN		138		14		false		        14               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.  These are our				false

		3599						LN		138		15		false		        15      committee reports.				false

		3600						LN		138		16		false		        16               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.				false

		3601						LN		138		17		false		        17               Starting with the leadership committee,				false

		3602						LN		138		18		false		        18      pursuant to board policy, Natalie and I met prior				false

		3603						LN		138		19		false		        19      to the start of the fair with our security				false

		3604						LN		138		20		false		        20      director, UFA, and all of the attendant public				false

		3605						LN		138		21		false		        21      safety entities just to get a briefing on what we				false

		3606						LN		138		22		false		        22      were doing in preparation for the fair.				false

		3607						LN		138		23		false		        23               That would be the Costa Mesa PD; fire;				false

		3608						LN		138		24		false		        24      Orange County sheriff; our medic team in				false

		3609						LN		138		25		false		        25      attendance.				false

		3610						PG		139		0		false		page 139				false

		3611						LN		139		1		false		         1               In addition to Natalie and I was CEO				false

		3612						LN		139		2		false		         2      Michele Richards and COO Ken Karns.  We were all in				false

		3613						LN		139		3		false		         3      attendance.				false

		3614						LN		139		4		false		         4               Nick did a fantastic job.  We had a really				false

		3615						LN		139		5		false		         5      good handle on what the security was going to be				false

		3616						LN		139		6		false		         6      for the fair.				false

		3617						LN		139		7		false		         7               Also, consistent with board policy,				false

		3618						LN		139		8		false		         8      roughly midterm during the fair, Natalie and I,				false

		3619						LN		139		9		false		         9      again, met with, at this time, Michele and Ken and				false

		3620						LN		139		10		false		        10      Nick and the executive staff from the Orange County				false

		3621						LN		139		11		false		        11      Sheriff's Department, who gave us an update on what				false

		3622						LN		139		12		false		        12      was occurring, and both of those meetings were very				false

		3623						LN		139		13		false		        13      positive.				false

		3624						LN		139		14		false		        14               I have nothing further on that.  I'd like				false

		3625						LN		139		15		false		        15      to turn it over to the financial monitoring				false

		3626						LN		139		16		false		        16      committee.  That would be -- I don't believe				false

		3627						LN		139		17		false		        17      Director Pham is on the meeting, so, Barbara, do				false

		3628						LN		139		18		false		        18      you have anything you'd like to add to what was				false

		3629						LN		139		19		false		        19      presented in terms of the budget?				false

		3630						LN		139		20		false		        20               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.  I'll just make a				false

		3631						LN		139		21		false		        21      few comments.				false

		3632						LN		139		22		false		        22               Director Pham was not able to be here				false

		3633						LN		139		23		false		        23      today, our chair, but we did have our regular				false

		3634						LN		139		24		false		        24      meeting on Friday, the 17th.				false

		3635						LN		139		25		false		        25               Just for our new director's benefit, the				false

		3636						PG		140		0		false		page 140				false

		3637						LN		140		1		false		         1      committee monitors the organization's financial				false

		3638						LN		140		2		false		         2      position and ensures financial controls are in				false

		3639						LN		140		3		false		         3      place.  We focus on monthly financial oversight;				false

		3640						LN		140		4		false		         4      the annual budget review; the annual audit process.				false

		3641						LN		140		5		false		         5               Special projects, right now, the 2020				false

		3642						LN		140		6		false		         6      financial audit.  As you know, we did produce a				false

		3643						LN		140		7		false		         7      larger fair, as you just saw, than originally				false

		3644						LN		140		8		false		         8      budgeted, and we did extremely well, as you just				false

		3645						LN		140		9		false		         9      saw, so I don't need to go back over any of those				false

		3646						LN		140		10		false		        10      numbers.				false

		3647						LN		140		11		false		        11               I will say that as of August 31st, 2021,				false

		3648						LN		140		12		false		        12      our cash in investments are 62.3 million, which is				false

		3649						LN		140		13		false		        13      an increase of 16.8 million over August of 2020.				false

		3650						LN		140		14		false		        14      And I want to always keep mentioning these numbers				false

		3651						LN		140		15		false		        15      because it's amazing to me the growth that we've				false

		3652						LN		140		16		false		        16      seen at this fair even in the midst of a pandemic.				false

		3653						LN		140		17		false		        17               I will also say that we are forecasting				false

		3654						LN		140		18		false		        18      the year-end net proceeds of 12.7 million, which is				false

		3655						LN		140		19		false		        19      a $24.5 million improvement on the $11.8 million				false

		3656						LN		140		20		false		        20      loss that we projected originally in the 2021				false

		3657						LN		140		21		false		        21      budget.				false

		3658						LN		140		22		false		        22               The committee did receive an update from				false

		3659						LN		140		23		false		        23      staff on the status of the 2020 financial audit.				false

		3660						LN		140		24		false		        24      The team of Lasso and Lungert [phonetic] is now on				false

		3661						LN		140		25		false		        25      site and conducting an audit, which is expected to				false
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		3663						LN		141		1		false		         1      be completed before the end of the year.				false

		3664						LN		141		2		false		         2               Our next committee meeting will be				false

		3665						LN		141		3		false		         3      October 22nd, and if there are any questions, I'd				false

		3666						LN		141		4		false		         4      be happy to answer them, or Michele.				false

		3667						LN		141		5		false		         5               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director				false

		3668						LN		141		6		false		         6      Bagneris.				false

		3669						LN		141		7		false		         7               Let me back up a quick second.  Were there				false

		3670						LN		141		8		false		         8      any public comments on the governance reports that				false

		3671						LN		141		9		false		         9      I should have called on beforehand?				false

		3672						LN		141		10		false		        10               Summer, any --				false

		3673						LN		141		11		false		        11               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  No.  I have two public				false

		3674						LN		141		12		false		        12      comments for committees, Reggie Mundekis on the				false

		3675						LN		141		13		false		        13      committees, and then Gibran Stout for the				false

		3676						LN		141		14		false		        14      facilities committee.				false

		3677						LN		141		15		false		        15               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Why don't we				false

		3678						LN		141		16		false		        16      go ahead and complete the reports, then, and we'll				false

		3679						LN		141		17		false		        17      circle back to the public comments at that time.				false

		3680						LN		141		18		false		        18               Facilities committee -- we have a report				false

		3681						LN		141		19		false		        19      there.  I believe Director Aitken is the chair of				false

		3682						LN		141		20		false		        20      that.				false

		3683						LN		141		21		false		        21               Ashleigh, you have a report to make?				false

		3684						LN		141		22		false		        22               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.  Thank you so much.				false

		3685						LN		141		23		false		        23               I would like to just refer everybody to				false

		3686						LN		141		24		false		        24      our attached report.  One thing I would like to				false

		3687						LN		141		25		false		        25      highlight is that we had several meetings, and one				false
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		3689						LN		142		1		false		         1      of our last meetings, September 15th, Director Ruiz				false

		3690						LN		142		2		false		         2      and I met with the current equestrian center				false

		3691						LN		142		3		false		         3      operator, and we have discussed several times as a				false

		3692						LN		142		4		false		         4      full board we are on a month-to-month contract and				false

		3693						LN		142		5		false		         5      have been for several years with the operator.				false

		3694						LN		142		6		false		         6               I would request that the board -- that the				false

		3695						LN		142		7		false		         7      chair or vice-chair agendize for the next meeting				false

		3696						LN		142		8		false		         8      the ability for us to enter into a year-long				false

		3697						LN		142		9		false		         9      contract with the current operator while we are				false

		3698						LN		142		10		false		        10      going through the strategic planning process.				false

		3699						LN		142		11		false		        11               It helps us bring this -- the current LOU				false

		3700						LN		142		12		false		        12      up to current legal standards.  And that will buy				false

		3701						LN		142		13		false		        13      us some time, while we are discussing how we can				false

		3702						LN		142		14		false		        14      move forward with the equestrian center.				false

		3703						LN		142		15		false		        15               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director				false

		3704						LN		142		16		false		        16      Aitken.				false

		3705						LN		142		17		false		        17               Next item is the governance committee.				false

		3706						LN		142		18		false		        18               Director Cervantes, do you have any report				false

		3707						LN		142		19		false		        19      to make at this time?				false

		3708						LN		142		20		false		        20               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Not at this time,				false

		3709						LN		142		21		false		        21      Director La Belle.				false

		3710						LN		142		22		false		        22               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Sandra.				false

		3711						LN		142		23		false		        23               The community affairs committee --				false

		3712						LN		142		24		false		        24      Director Ruiz?				false

		3713						LN		142		25		false		        25               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.  Hi.  Yes.  Yes, Vice				false
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		3715						LN		143		1		false		         1      Chair La Belle.				false

		3716						LN		143		2		false		         2               Yeah.  As you all know, Director				false

		3717						LN		143		3		false		         3      Kovacevich and I have been pushing, as part of our				false

		3718						LN		143		4		false		         4      diversity committee, to put something on our				false

		3719						LN		143		5		false		         5      grounds that would celebrate the diversity and rich				false

		3720						LN		143		6		false		         6      history of Orange County.				false

		3721						LN		143		7		false		         7               So what Michele and the staff did is we				false

		3722						LN		143		8		false		         8      put out a survey during fair time, and I'm excited				false

		3723						LN		143		9		false		         9      that there were over 300 people who took the				false

		3724						LN		143		10		false		        10      survey, so I'm looking forward to seeing what the				false

		3725						LN		143		11		false		        11      results were.				false

		3726						LN		143		12		false		        12               The committee report said they would get				false

		3727						LN		143		13		false		        13      those to us in the next few weeks, because I'm				false

		3728						LN		143		14		false		        14      really excited to see what those people -- what the				false

		3729						LN		143		15		false		        15      survey's going to reveal on their ideas that they				false

		3730						LN		143		16		false		        16      have for us.  So that's going to be for my report.				false

		3731						LN		143		17		false		        17               Again, I'm excited.  I'm excited 300				false

		3732						LN		143		18		false		        18      people participated in this survey, and hopefully,				false

		3733						LN		143		19		false		        19      we can get something on our grounds here pretty				false

		3734						LN		143		20		false		        20      soon.				false

		3735						LN		143		21		false		        21               Thank you.				false

		3736						LN		143		22		false		        22               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you,				false

		3737						LN		143		23		false		        23      Director Ruiz.				false

		3738						LN		143		24		false		        24               Centennial Farms.  Director Cervantes,				false

		3739						LN		143		25		false		        25      anything to report?				false
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		3741						LN		144		1		false		         1               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  I do not have				false

		3742						LN		144		2		false		         2      anything to report on this subject.  Thank you.				false

		3743						LN		144		3		false		         3               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  I don't know				false

		3744						LN		144		4		false		         4      if the staff has any follow-up on that, Michele				false

		3745						LN		144		5		false		         5      or --				false

		3746						LN		144		6		false		         6               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Or Joan?				false

		3747						LN		144		7		false		         7               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Or Joan.  Yeah.				false

		3748						LN		144		8		false		         8               MS. HAMILL:  Yes.  This is Joan, and the				false

		3749						LN		144		9		false		         9      Centennial Farm Foundation did have a meeting on				false

		3750						LN		144		10		false		        10      September 16th.  On the agenda were items that they				false

		3751						LN		144		11		false		        11      were discussing, possibilities for future				false

		3752						LN		144		12		false		        12      fund-raisers and also are seeking new board members				false

		3753						LN		144		13		false		        13      to sit on that.				false

		3754						LN		144		14		false		        14               So they discussed the progress they were				false

		3755						LN		144		15		false		        15      having with that.				false

		3756						LN		144		16		false		        16               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Joan.				false

		3757						LN		144		17		false		        17               The Heroes Hall Veterans Foundation --				false

		3758						LN		144		18		false		        18      Sandra and I attended -- and Joan was there as well				false

		3759						LN		144		19		false		        19      and Carol -- by a Zoom board meeting on Monday of				false

		3760						LN		144		20		false		        20      this past week, the 20th.				false

		3761						LN		144		21		false		        21               We are continuing to, you know, discuss				false

		3762						LN		144		22		false		        22      various fundraising options.  As a matter of fact,				false

		3763						LN		144		23		false		        23      we're going to be -- through the president,				false

		3764						LN		144		24		false		        24      Mr. Berardino, we are going to be sending letters				false

		3765						LN		144		25		false		        25      out to a number of business organizations with				false
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		3767						LN		145		1		false		         1      municipal and governmental contacts in an attempt				false

		3768						LN		145		2		false		         2      to generate some additional donations from those				false

		3769						LN		145		3		false		         3      organizations.  And, at a minimum, we will get				false

		3770						LN		145		4		false		         4      about 20 different businesses more familiar with				false

		3771						LN		145		5		false		         5      the foundation and what it does in terms of the				false

		3772						LN		145		6		false		         6      Heroes Hall Veterans Museum.				false

		3773						LN		145		7		false		         7               Also, Chair Berardino indicated that he				false

		3774						LN		145		8		false		         8      was aware that the board would be pursuing				false

		3775						LN		145		9		false		         9      legislation that will address the nonprofit issue,				false

		3776						LN		145		10		false		        10      and he indicated his full support of that and will				false

		3777						LN		145		11		false		        11      be preparing a communication that we can forward to				false

		3778						LN		145		12		false		        12      the legislative process when it takes place.				false

		3779						LN		145		13		false		        13               I did share that with Michele Richards,				false

		3780						LN		145		14		false		        14      and my understanding is that obviously sometime				false

		3781						LN		145		15		false		        15      after the first of the year, legislation that would				false

		3782						LN		145		16		false		        16      address that whole issue of nonprofits, we hope to				false

		3783						LN		145		17		false		        17      get introduced.				false

		3784						LN		145		18		false		        18               With that, that would conclude my comments				false

		3785						LN		145		19		false		        19      on that.				false

		3786						LN		145		20		false		        20               We do have two public comments, if we				false

		3787						LN		145		21		false		        21      could circle back, Summer, and have those.  And				false

		3788						LN		145		22		false		        22      then as we need to respond to those comments, we				false

		3789						LN		145		23		false		        23      can do so.				false

		3790						LN		145		24		false		        24               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  We have Reggie				false

		3791						LN		145		25		false		        25      Mundekis followed by Gibran Stout.				false
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		3793						LN		146		1		false		         1               Reggie, when you're ready.				false

		3794						LN		146		2		false		         2               MS. MUNDEKIS:  Hi.  Thank you for this				false

		3795						LN		146		3		false		         3      opportunity to address you today.				false

		3796						LN		146		4		false		         4               Regarding the equestrian center LOU, a				false

		3797						LN		146		5		false		         5      one-year LOU with the current operator, when it's				false

		3798						LN		146		6		false		         6      brought up to -- with updated legal language that's				false

		3799						LN		146		7		false		         7      reasonable and gives the board the opportunity to				false

		3800						LN		146		8		false		         8      make smart decisions, that LOU needs to be followed				false

		3801						LN		146		9		false		         9      up with an RFP within that one-year time frame.				false

		3802						LN		146		10		false		        10               I also request that there be a detailed				false

		3803						LN		146		11		false		        11      report on the repairs that have been made to the				false

		3804						LN		146		12		false		        12      equestrian center at operator expense.				false

		3805						LN		146		13		false		        13               The infrastructure analysis report noted				false

		3806						LN		146		14		false		        14      that there were multiple areas of the equestrian				false

		3807						LN		146		15		false		        15      center that needed to be repaired.  And, again, the				false

		3808						LN		146		16		false		        16      contract -- the LOU requires operator to pay for				false

		3809						LN		146		17		false		        17      those repairs.				false

		3810						LN		146		18		false		        18               I also have a question from the Heroes				false

		3811						LN		146		19		false		        19      Hall Veterans Foundation report.  There was a				false

		3812						LN		146		20		false		        20      statement made that there was a nonprofit issue,				false

		3813						LN		146		21		false		        21      which is being addressed with the legislature				false

		3814						LN		146		22		false		        22      that's being brought forward by Nick Berardino by				false

		3815						LN		146		23		false		        23      from the Heroes Hall Veterans Foundation.				false

		3816						LN		146		24		false		        24               And I would just like a quick one- or				false

		3817						LN		146		25		false		        25      two-sentence summary on what is being addressed.				false
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		3820						LN		147		2		false		         2               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you, Reggie.				false

		3821						LN		147		3		false		         3               Gibran Stout, when you're ready.				false

		3822						LN		147		4		false		         4               MS. STOUT:  Okay.  Can you hear me?				false

		3823						LN		147		5		false		         5               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.				false

		3824						LN		147		6		false		         6               MS. STOUT:  Okay.  Great.				false

		3825						LN		147		7		false		         7               Hello.  Good morning from the equestrian				false

		3826						LN		147		8		false		         8      community over at the on-site equestrian center.  I				false

		3827						LN		147		9		false		         9      would like to thank staff for including us in the				false

		3828						LN		147		10		false		        10      2021 fair.				false

		3829						LN		147		11		false		        11               It was, indeed, an amazing fair, and we				false

		3830						LN		147		12		false		        12      really enjoyed it.  We enjoyed the synergy, and it				false

		3831						LN		147		13		false		        13      was just fantastic.  So we look forward to many				false

		3832						LN		147		14		false		        14      more future collaborations with the equestrian				false

		3833						LN		147		15		false		        15      during the fair.				false

		3834						LN		147		16		false		        16               The equestrian center had a very busy				false

		3835						LN		147		17		false		        17      summer bringing the joy of horses to local				false

		3836						LN		147		18		false		        18      community members young and old.				false

		3837						LN		147		19		false		        19               As we watched other Orange County boarding				false

		3838						LN		147		20		false		        20      facilities close their doors, our facilities				false

		3839						LN		147		21		false		        21      enjoyed full capacity plus a waiting list that's				false
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		3850						LN		148		6		false		         6      invitation to any staff or board member who would				false

		3851						LN		148		7		false		         7      like to serve as a special VIP judge.				false

		3852						LN		148		8		false		         8               We also enjoyed listening to the board's				false

		3853						LN		148		9		false		         9      strategic planning session, which inspired our own				false

		3854						LN		148		10		false		        10      group of committed equestrians to do the same.				false

		3855						LN		148		11		false		        11               We have been busy brainstorming our own				false

		3856						LN		148		12		false		        12      slots and great ideas for visionary headlines,				false

		3857						LN		148		13		false		        13      which we would love to be able to share with the				false

		3858						LN		148		14		false		        14      facilities committee, especially in light of the				false

		3859						LN		148		15		false		        15      new LOU that you are discussing for the next year.				false

		3860						LN		148		16		false		        16      We think it would be great to incorporate this.				false

		3861						LN		148		17		false		        17               We understand the decision was made to				false

		3862						LN		148		18		false		        18      come up with a strategic plan before gathering				false

		3863						LN		148		19		false		        19      public input.  However, know that we are here to				false
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		3865						LN		148		21		false		        21               We would like to formally request a study				false

		3866						LN		148		22		false		        22      session or a meeting with the facilities committee				false

		3867						LN		148		23		false		        23      in advance of the strategic plan drafting to share				false
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		3879						LN		149		9		false		         9               So thank you so much for your time today.				false
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		3883						LN		149		13		false		        13      take a moment just to kind of do a quick update on				false

		3884						LN		149		14		false		        14      the nonprofit legislation that we are going to be				false
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		3888						LN		149		18		false		        18      authorization in government code that allows for us				false
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		3890						LN		149		20		false		        20      discount to community groups or nonprofits.				false
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		3905						LN		150		9		false		         9      get through the strategic planning process and				false

		3906						LN		150		10		false		        10      determine what it is exactly we are going to be				false

		3907						LN		150		11		false		        11      doing, not only in terms of the equestrian center,				false

		3908						LN		150		12		false		        12      but literally all of the uses that are currently				false

		3909						LN		150		13		false		        13      and potentially on the site in the future.				false

		3910						LN		150		14		false		        14               The board has gone on record on a number				false

		3911						LN		150		15		false		        15      of occasions, and it has indicated that the				false

		3912						LN		150		16		false		        16      equestrian center will be there.				false

		3913						LN		150		17		false		        17               The key is:  Will it be there only as a				false

		3914						LN		150		18		false		        18      boarding facility, or will it be there as a				false

		3915						LN		150		19		false		        19      year-round activity center, such as centennial				false

		3916						LN		150		20		false		        20      farms, Heroes Hall, et cetera?				false

		3917						LN		150		21		false		        21               And the board is ultimately going to have				false

		3918						LN		150		22		false		        22      to make that determination, and then obviously when				false

		3919						LN		150		23		false		        23      that determination is made, the type of RFP will				false

		3920						LN		150		24		false		        24      obviously evolve from that process.				false

		3921						LN		150		25		false		        25               We have had our initial strategic planning				false

		3922						PG		151		0		false		page 151				false

		3923						LN		151		1		false		         1      session and have gone through a number of				false

		3924						LN		151		2		false		         2      exercises.  The board's decision is that we want to				false

		3925						LN		151		3		false		         3      make sure that we have put together a document that				false

		3926						LN		151		4		false		         4      gives focus to what it is in terms of the board's				false

		3927						LN		151		5		false		         5      direction.				false

		3928						LN		151		6		false		         6               And that document will be a draft				false

		3929						LN		151		7		false		         7      document.  There will be plenty of opportunity for				false

		3930						LN		151		8		false		         8      input from all of our stakeholders, but the board's				false

		3931						LN		151		9		false		         9      directive is that we have that draft document in				false

		3932						LN		151		10		false		        10      place so that our stakeholders have something to				false

		3933						LN		151		11		false		        11      react to as we move forward towards a final				false

		3934						LN		151		12		false		        12      product.				false

		3935						LN		151		13		false		        13               Okay.  With that, I think that concludes				false

		3936						LN		151		14		false		        14      the governance process.				false

		3937						LN		151		15		false		        15               And next item on the agenda is closed				false

		3938						LN		151		16		false		        16      session.				false

		3939						LN		151		17		false		        17               Are you ready to take us to closed				false

		3940						LN		151		18		false		        18      session?				false

		3941						LN		151		19		false		        19               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  I'm building the				false

		3942						LN		151		20		false		        20      breakout room right now.  If you'll just give me a				false

		3943						LN		151		21		false		        21      moment.  Thank you.				false

		3944						LN		151		22		false		        22               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  So the board will				false

		3945						LN		151		23		false		        23      break out into closed session relative to the				false

		3946						LN		151		24		false		        24      matters of the agenda, and we'll return to open				false

		3947						LN		151		25		false		        25      session following that.				false

		3948						PG		152		0		false		page 152				false

		3949						LN		152		1		false		         1               (Recess.)				false

		3950						LN		152		2		false		         2               (Roll call.)				false

		3951						LN		152		3		false		         3               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Summer, he had to				false

		3952						LN		152		4		false		         4      leave the meeting, as well as Director Bagneris.				false

		3953						LN		152		5		false		         5               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.				false

		3954						LN		152		6		false		         6               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  We do have a quorum.				false

		3955						LN		152		7		false		         7               I do want to state for the record that the				false

		3956						LN		152		8		false		         8      board considered the advice of -- the legal advice				false

		3957						LN		152		9		false		         9      of counsel on the matters that are listed on the				false

		3958						LN		152		10		false		        10      closed session agenda and has nothing to report at				false

		3959						LN		152		11		false		        11      this time.				false

		3960						LN		152		12		false		        12               Okay.  Michele, do you want to do your --				false

		3961						LN		152		13		false		        13               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.  I know it's been				false

		3962						LN		152		14		false		        14      a long meeting.  Just a few quick updates.				false

		3963						LN		152		15		false		        15               I wanted to report that a few weeks before				false

		3964						LN		152		16		false		        16      the fair opened, Ken Karns, Joan Hamill, and I were				false

		3965						LN		152		17		false		        17      joined by Costa Mesa Mayor pro tem Andrea Marr and				false

		3966						LN		152		18		false		        18      Vick Bakkila from the Costa Mesa Police Department.				false

		3967						LN		152		19		false		        19               We held two meetings in the surrounding				false

		3968						LN		152		20		false		        20      neighborhoods to talk about the impact that the				false

		3969						LN		152		21		false		        21      fair has and to assure our neighbors that we were				false

		3970						LN		152		22		false		        22      going to do all we could to minimize something we				false

		3971						LN		152		23		false		        23      call TNT:  Traffic, noise, and trash.				false

		3972						LN		152		24		false		        24               And we were warmly met by the neighbors,				false

		3973						LN		152		25		false		        25      and it was important in continuing that strong				false

		3974						PG		153		0		false		page 153				false

		3975						LN		153		1		false		         1      relationship between the city and the fair and to				false

		3976						LN		153		2		false		         2      let the neighbors know that we care and we are				false

		3977						LN		153		3		false		         3      listening.				false

		3978						LN		153		4		false		         4               I was very honored to be appointed to				false

		3979						LN		153		5		false		         5      serve on the advisory council for Cal Poly San Luis				false

		3980						LN		153		6		false		         6      Obispo's College of Agriculture, Food and				false

		3981						LN		153		7		false		         7      Environmental Science, specifically to advise on				false

		3982						LN		153		8		false		         8      the university's fairs and exposition management				false

		3983						LN		153		9		false		         9      program.				false

		3984						LN		153		10		false		        10               This is an excellent opportunity for us to				false

		3985						LN		153		11		false		        11      mentor students, serve as guest lecturers, and help				false

		3986						LN		153		12		false		        12      shape the next generation of fair leaders.				false

		3987						LN		153		13		false		        13               Strategic planning was mentioned on				false

		3988						LN		153		14		false		        14      September 9th.  The board met for a kickoff session				false

		3989						LN		153		15		false		        15      of a three-year strategic planning process.  We had				false

		3990						LN		153		16		false		        16      a great session, laying the foundation, and we are				false

		3991						LN		153		17		false		        17      looking at tentative dates to continue the process				false

		3992						LN		153		18		false		        18      in October.  So stay tuned for more.				false

		3993						LN		153		19		false		        19               Chair Rubalcava-Garcia and I visited the				false

		3994						LN		153		20		false		        20      OC swap meet a few weeks ago to participate in a				false

		3995						LN		153		21		false		        21      ribbon-cutting ceremony to welcome 13 new				false

		3996						LN		153		22		false		        22      merchants, all recent graduates of Cal State				false

		3997						LN		153		23		false		        23      Fullerton's Small Business Development program.				false

		3998						LN		153		24		false		        24               I'm very happy to report that the new swap				false

		3999						LN		153		25		false		        25      meet continues to grow and is thriving.  There are				false

		4000						PG		154		0		false		page 154				false

		4001						LN		154		1		false		         1      now over 170 merchants, most joining from the				false

		4002						LN		154		2		false		         2      former OC marketplace, but lots of new merchants as				false

		4003						LN		154		3		false		         3      well.  It was really, really impressive, so we				false

		4004						LN		154		4		false		         4      encourage you to go.				false

		4005						LN		154		5		false		         5               Once again, the readers of OC Parenting				false

		4006						LN		154		6		false		         6      Magazine have named the 2021 OC Fair the best fair				false

		4007						LN		154		7		false		         7      or festival in Orange County.				false

		4008						LN		154		8		false		         8               The 19th annual Readers Choice awards were				false

		4009						LN		154		9		false		         9      announced last week, and they featured the best of				false

		4010						LN		154		10		false		        10      the best in Orange County, and we were very proud				false

		4011						LN		154		11		false		        11      to receive that honor.				false

		4012						LN		154		12		false		        12               And to top it off, Kids Guide named				false

		4013						LN		154		13		false		        13      Centennial Farms as one of their top family outing				false

		4014						LN		154		14		false		        14      ideas in L.A. and Orange County.				false

		4015						LN		154		15		false		        15               And we have launched our 2022 budget				false

		4016						LN		154		16		false		        16      process.  We are working with the financial				false

		4017						LN		154		17		false		        17      monitoring committee to schedule a date for a				false

		4018						LN		154		18		false		        18      public budget study session in early November, and				false

		4019						LN		154		19		false		        19      then the budget will be presented to the full board				false

		4020						LN		154		20		false		        20      in 2022.  So wish us luck on that.				false

		4021						LN		154		21		false		        21               And then speaking of the budget, just very				false

		4022						LN		154		22		false		        22      quickly looking at our financials for the month,				false

		4023						LN		154		23		false		        23      our year-to-date revenue for the period --				false

		4024						LN		154		24		false		        24      eight-month period ending August 31st is				false

		4025						LN		154		25		false		        25      44.9 million.  We had budgeted revenue of				false

		4026						PG		155		0		false		page 155				false

		4027						LN		155		1		false		         1      22.5 million, so very favorable to budget.				false

		4028						LN		155		2		false		         2               And please remember that that original				false

		4029						LN		155		3		false		         3      budget that the board approved was with a much				false

		4030						LN		155		4		false		         4      smaller fair.  That's why you're seeing these great				false

		4031						LN		155		5		false		         5      variances.				false

		4032						LN		155		6		false		         6               Year-to-date expenses are below budget				false

		4033						LN		155		7		false		         7      with a favorable variance, so our year-to-date net				false

		4034						LN		155		8		false		         8      proceeds at this point in time, we had budgeted a				false

		4035						LN		155		9		false		         9      5.3, almost $5.4 million loss.  We're now at an				false

		4036						LN		155		10		false		        10      18 -- nearly $18.9 million net proceeds.  That's a				false

		4037						LN		155		11		false		        11      variance -- positive variance of 24.2 million.				false

		4038						LN		155		12		false		        12               And as Director Bagneris mentioned				false

		4039						LN		155		13		false		        13      earlier, our cash position improved tremendously				false

		4040						LN		155		14		false		        14      because of the fair, so we're very, very grateful				false

		4041						LN		155		15		false		        15      that so many people were able to come.				false

		4042						LN		155		16		false		        16               As we have been doing every month this				false

		4043						LN		155		17		false		        17      year -- or every month since the budget was				false

		4044						LN		155		18		false		        18      approved, is reforecasting for a year end.				false

		4045						LN		155		19		false		        19               So the original budget approved by the				false

		4046						LN		155		20		false		        20      board showed an $18.8 million loss that we				false

		4047						LN		155		21		false		        21      expected.  We're now forecasting that we'll come in				false

		4048						LN		155		22		false		        22      at about a $12.6 million net profit.  So quite a				false

		4049						LN		155		23		false		        23      turnaround.  Very happy about that.				false

		4050						LN		155		24		false		        24               And we've got some great events coming up				false

		4051						LN		155		25		false		        25      for the rest of the month and into October, and we				false

		4052						PG		156		0		false		page 156				false

		4053						LN		156		1		false		         1      encourage everybody to check out our website at				false

		4054						LN		156		2		false		         2      OCFair.com for all the information.				false

		4055						LN		156		3		false		         3               And don't forget to visit Centennial Farm				false

		4056						LN		156		4		false		         4      and Heroes Hall.  They're both reopened now.				false

		4057						LN		156		5		false		         5               That completes my report.				false

		4058						LN		156		6		false		         6               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.				false

		4059						LN		156		7		false		         7               Any questions?				false

		4060						LN		156		8		false		         8               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  No, but wishing a very				false

		4061						LN		156		9		false		         9      happy birthday to Directors Cervantes and Ruiz, who				false

		4062						LN		156		10		false		        10      are both celebrating birthdays this week.				false

		4063						LN		156		11		false		        11               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Thank you so much.				false

		4064						LN		156		12		false		        12               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Happy birthday to				false

		4065						LN		156		13		false		        13      both.				false

		4066						LN		156		14		false		        14               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Thank you.  Thank you.				false

		4067						LN		156		15		false		        15      Thank you to everyone.				false

		4068						LN		156		16		false		        16               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Doug, I think we're				false

		4069						LN		156		17		false		        17      ready to wrap it up.				false

		4070						LN		156		18		false		        18               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Let's go				false

		4071						LN		156		19		false		        19      around the table and see what comments we might				false

		4072						LN		156		20		false		        20      have.				false

		4073						LN		156		21		false		        21               Director Bagneris, do you have any				false

		4074						LN		156		22		false		        22      comments?				false

		4075						LN		156		23		false		        23               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I want to follow up,				false

		4076						LN		156		24		false		        24      again, about the fair and how good it was and				false

		4077						LN		156		25		false		        25      thanking the staff for all that they did.				false

		4078						PG		157		0		false		page 157				false

		4079						LN		157		1		false		         1               And I also mentioned earlier that I went				false

		4080						LN		157		2		false		         2      to the employee appreciation, and I believe				false

		4081						LN		157		3		false		         3      Michele -- 35 years?				false

		4082						LN		157		4		false		         4               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Oh.  Not yet.  20				false

		4083						LN		157		5		false		         5      years.				false

		4084						LN		157		6		false		         6               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  20 years.  Okay.				false

		4085						LN		157		7		false		         7      Because you were only five when you came to the				false

		4086						LN		157		8		false		         8      party?				false

		4087						LN		157		9		false		         9               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  That's right.				false

		4088						LN		157		10		false		        10               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  So 20 years.  And she				false

		4089						LN		157		11		false		        11      was able to get that announcement made at the event				false

		4090						LN		157		12		false		        12      as well.				false

		4091						LN		157		13		false		        13               But I just want to thank everybody.				false

		4092						LN		157		14		false		        14               Welcome to our newest director.  I know				false

		4093						LN		157		15		false		        15      she's not on right now, but I can see she's going				false

		4094						LN		157		16		false		        16      to be a valuable addition to our team.				false

		4095						LN		157		17		false		        17               And I just wish everybody the best of the				false

		4096						LN		157		18		false		        18      rest of the month.				false

		4097						LN		157		19		false		        19               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Barbara.				false

		4098						LN		157		20		false		        20               Director Aitken?				false

		4099						LN		157		21		false		        21               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yeah.  Thank you.				false

		4100						LN		157		22		false		        22      Congratulations to our CEO and staff on an amazing				false

		4101						LN		157		23		false		        23      fair.  Those numbers are so exciting.				false

		4102						LN		157		24		false		        24               And, yeah, welcome to our new board				false

		4103						LN		157		25		false		        25      member.  It's nice to be back up to 100 percent.				false

		4104						PG		158		0		false		page 158				false

		4105						LN		158		1		false		         1               So see everybody next month.				false

		4106						LN		158		2		false		         2               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Director Cervantes?				false

		4107						LN		158		3		false		         3               (No response.)				false

		4108						LN		158		4		false		         4               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Sandra?				false

		4109						LN		158		5		false		         5               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Can you hear me?				false

		4110						LN		158		6		false		         6               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  We can hear you.				false

		4111						LN		158		7		false		         7               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Hi.  Yes.  I ditto				false

		4112						LN		158		8		false		         8      everything that has been said.  It is really				false

		4113						LN		158		9		false		         9      exciting to have -- have had such a successful				false

		4114						LN		158		10		false		        10      fair, and also acknowledging all the hard work that				false

		4115						LN		158		11		false		        11      the actual staff did paid off.				false

		4116						LN		158		12		false		        12               And congratulations to our newest addition				false

		4117						LN		158		13		false		        13      to the board of directors.  And I agree.  We're				false

		4118						LN		158		14		false		        14      going to have nowhere to go but up now, and just				false

		4119						LN		158		15		false		        15      make sure that everything we touch and do is going				false

		4120						LN		158		16		false		        16      to be better than it was.				false

		4121						LN		158		17		false		        17               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Sandra.				false

		4122						LN		158		18		false		        18               Director Ruiz?				false

		4123						LN		158		19		false		        19               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Thank you, Vice-Chair.  I				false

		4124						LN		158		20		false		        20      also want to echo the comments of the other				false

		4125						LN		158		21		false		        21      directors.  I congratulate the CEO, Michele, and				false

		4126						LN		158		22		false		        22      her staff for an amazing fair.				false

		4127						LN		158		23		false		        23               You know, just at the beginning of this				false

		4128						LN		158		24		false		        24      year, we weren't sure if we were going to have one				false

		4129						LN		158		25		false		        25      or not, and it turned out to be a great success,				false

		4130						PG		159		0		false		page 159				false

		4131						LN		159		1		false		         1      and I'm really proud of the job they did and just				false

		4132						LN		159		2		false		         2      thank everyone for their efforts.				false

		4133						LN		159		3		false		         3               And I also want to congratulate our newest				false

		4134						LN		159		4		false		         4      director.				false

		4135						LN		159		5		false		         5               Thank you.				false

		4136						LN		159		6		false		         6               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you,				false

		4137						LN		159		7		false		         7      Director Ruiz.				false

		4138						LN		159		8		false		         8               I ditto the comments from the board				false

		4139						LN		159		9		false		         9      members.  Obviously 18 million is a significant				false

		4140						LN		159		10		false		        10      increase, if you will, and far beyond what we				false

		4141						LN		159		11		false		        11      anticipated when we got into this.				false

		4142						LN		159		12		false		        12               And my congratulations to my fellow				false

		4143						LN		159		13		false		        13      members of the board for their hard work and				false

		4144						LN		159		14		false		        14      Michele and her staff for all the work that she did				false

		4145						LN		159		15		false		        15      to make all of this happen.				false

		4146						LN		159		16		false		        16               I did want to end -- and obviously				false

		4147						LN		159		17		false		        17      congratulations to our new board member.  I know				false

		4148						LN		159		18		false		        18      she's going to be a tremendous asset as we go				false

		4149						LN		159		19		false		        19      through our strategic planning process over the				false

		4150						LN		159		20		false		        20      next few months.				false
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         2              32ND DISTRICT AGRICULTURAL ASSOCIATION



         3                 ORANGE COUNTY FAIR & EVENT CENTER



         4                    BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING



         5                   THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2021



         6                             9:06 A.M.



         7



         8



         9               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I don't have the



        10      material in front of me, but I would like to call



        11      this meeting to order.



        12               Michele, if you would do me the favor of



        13      reading me the opening statements on the agenda.



        14               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Sure, I'd be happy to:



        15                    "All matters noticed on this



        16               agenda in any category may be



        17               considered for action as listed.



        18                    "Any item not so noticed may not



        19               be considered.



        20                    "Items listed on this agenda may



        21               be considered in any order at the



        22               discretion of the Chairperson.



        23                    "The mission of the OC Fair and



        24               Events Center is celebration of



        25               Orange County's communities, interests,
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         1               agriculture, and heritage with results



         2               justifying resources expended."



         3               And we will now move to the pledge.



         4      Chair.



         5               If you'd like to call on someone to say



         6      the pledge.



         7               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.



         8               Director Aitken, would you please lead us



         9      in the Pledge of Allegiance.



        10               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  I'd be happy to.  Thank



        11      you.



        12               If you're able, please rise and place your



        13      right hand over your heart.



        14               (Pledge of Allegiance recited.)



        15               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you,



        16      Director Aitken.



        17               I think at this point, we are at the



        18      public comment portion of the agenda; is that



        19      correct, Michele?



        20               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes, that's correct.



        21               So let me -- actually, if we could have



        22      roll call first, and then we'll have a motion to



        23      approve the minutes.



        24               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.



        25               Summer, can you please take roll call.
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         1               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  No problem.



         2               Chair Rubalcava-Garcia.



         3               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Present.



         4               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Vice Chair La Belle.



         5               (No response.)



         6               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  He's trying to log



         7      back in, Summer.  If you could help him.



         8               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yeah.  I'll circle back.



         9               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Thank you.



        10               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Cervantes.



        11               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Here.



        12               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.



        13               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Present.



        14               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Bagneris.



        15               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Here.



        16               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Aitken.



        17               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Present.



        18               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Pham.



        19               (No response.)



        20               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Kovacevich.



        21               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Present.



        22               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  And Director Rafiei.



        23               DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Present.



        24               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Vice Chair La Belle, are



        25      you connected yet?
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         1               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I think I'm



         2      connected.



         3               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Great.  Thank you.



         4               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I'm going to go



         5      ahead and turn the meeting back over to Vice Chair



         6      La Belle.



         7               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Vice Chair La Belle,



         8      this is Director Aitken.  We just did the Pledge of



         9      Allegiance and roll call, so we need to just --



        10      we're going to be moving on to the minutes and then



        11      public comment, although I think Chair



        12      Rubalcava-Garcia might want to introduce our



        13      brand-new board member before -- and her letter.



        14      Excuse me.



        15               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Chair Garcia, why



        16      don't you go ahead and introduce our new board



        17      member at this point.  I know you have a schedule



        18      to leave soon, so --



        19               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.



        20      Absolutely.



        21               It is my great honor to welcome Melahat



        22      Rafiei to the board of directors.  She is really a



        23      woman who needs no introduction, but we are



        24      delighted to have her complete our board.



        25               I believe we are now fully -- with all
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         1      directors, so welcome, Director Rafiei.



         2               Would you like to say a couple of words?



         3               DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Well, thank you so much,



         4      Madam Chair.  And I look forward to serving with



         5      all of you directors.  Some of you, I know; some of



         6      you, I don't, but I'm looking forward to the work



         7      ahead.  And thank you again so much for the



         8      opportunity.



         9               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Absolutely.



        10      Thank you so much for making the meeting.  I know



        11      you recently got the message, so thank you for



        12      carving out the time to attend today.



        13               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Okay.



        14               Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, we're now on



        15      Item 5, which is approval of the minutes from the



        16      June 24th board meeting.



        17               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.



        18               Can I please get a motion to approve



        19      the --



        20               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  This is



        21      Sandra Cervantes.  I so move.  This is Sandra



        22      Cervantes.



        23               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you,



        24      Director Cervantes.



        25               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  This is Director Ruiz.  I
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         1      so second.



         2               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, can you



         3      please take roll call.



         4               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.



         5               Chair Rubalcava-Garcia.



         6               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.



         7               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Vice Chair La Belle.



         8               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.



         9               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Cervantes.



        10               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.



        11               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.



        12               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.



        13               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Bagneris.



        14               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.



        15               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Aitken.



        16               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.



        17               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Kovacevich.



        18               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.



        19               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  And Director Rafiei.



        20               DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Yes.



        21               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.



        22               At this time, I am going to go ahead and



        23      turn it over to Vice Chair La Belle, but when we



        24      do, I wanted to make a comment as we go on to the



        25      first agenda item.
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         1               Thank you.  Director La Belle, are you on



         2      the call?



         3               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I'm on the call,



         4      Michele.  My screen just shows the flags.



         5               There we go.



         6               Okay.  Could you -- matters of public



         7      comment, could you make that statement?



         8               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.  I would be happy



         9      to.



        10                    "Public comment is not allowed on



        11               issues not on the current agenda.



        12               However, no debate -- sorry.



        13                    "However, no debate by the board



        14               shall be permitted on such public



        15               comments, and no action will be taken



        16               on such public-comment items at this



        17               time, as law requires formal public



        18               notice to any action on a docket item."



        19               And let me correct that.  Sorry.



        20                    "Public comment is allowed on



        21               issues not on the current agenda."



        22                    Yes.



        23                    "Speakers are requested to sign in



        24               prior to the start of the meeting and



        25               are limited to three minutes.





                                                                               11

�









         1                    "Comments will be accepted on



         2               agenda items during the meeting.



         3               Speakers wishing to address the board



         4               on items on the agenda are requested to



         5               sign in prior to the start of the



         6               meeting and identify the agenda item or



         7               items on which you desire to address



         8               the board.  Speakers are limited to



         9               three minutes."



        10               So Summer has been collecting those that



        11      wanted to make public comment.



        12               So, Summer, do you want to introduce any



        13      general public comment?



        14               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  I don't have anything for



        15      general public comment for items that are not on



        16      the agenda.  Most of the public comments have to do



        17      with Item 8F -- or 8E and F.



        18               But if there's anybody that has dialed in



        19      and you would like to make public comment, you are



        20      muted, so you will have to press Star 6 to unmute



        21      yourself.



        22               For general public comment, please state



        23      your name, and I will put you in the queue.  This



        24      is for items not on the agenda.



        25               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Summer.
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         1               Next item?



         2               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Okay.



         3               The next item is the consent calendar.



         4                    "All matters listed under consent



         5               calendar are operational matters about



         6               which the board has governing policies,



         7               implementation of which is delegated to



         8               the CEO.  They will be enacted in one



         9               motion.



        10                    "There will be no discussion of



        11               these items prior to the time the board



        12               of directors votes on the motion,



        13               unless members of the board, staff, or



        14               public request specific items to be



        15               discussed separately and/or removed



        16               from this section.



        17                    "Any member of the public who



        18               wishes to discuss consent calendar



        19               items should notify the chair of the



        20               board at the time requested and be



        21               recognized by invitation of the chair



        22               to address the board."



        23               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  CEO Richards, do you



        24      have any items that you wish to pull from the



        25      consent calendar?





                                                                               13

�









         1               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.  The staff would



         2      like to pull four items -- not to pull them from



         3      consent, but, rather, to give some background



         4      information.



         5               Those terms are under Standard Agreements



         6      SA037-21YR, SA088-21FT, and SA134-21PA.



         7               And then under Rental Agreements R05021.



         8               So those are the four items.  And if the



         9      board would like to approve the rest of the consent



        10      calendar, I can explain those items.  Or if you'd



        11      like to take them all at once, I can do the



        12      explanation now.



        13               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Do any board members



        14      have items they would like to pull?



        15               (No response.)



        16               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Hearing none, do we



        17      have any public speakers on the consent calendar,



        18      Summer?



        19               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  No public speakers on the



        20      consent calendar.



        21               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.



        22               Why don't we go ahead, Michele, and review



        23      those four items, and then we can act on the



        24      calendar as a whole.



        25               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Sure.  I'll be very
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         1      brief.



         2               There aren't any problems with any of



         3      these four items, but we do want to highlight them



         4      because they're a bit unusual.



         5               I'll start with SA037-21YR.  That is the



         6      contract for our sound monitoring services.



         7               And the board will remember that the



         8      original bid for this contract was protested, and



         9      the district elected to reissue the RFP with



        10      clarification.



        11               Because the Department of General Services



        12      took so long in their decision on that -- that



        13      protest, the contract from the new RFP happened



        14      after the June board meeting.



        15               So according to board policy, the board



        16      chair signed that agreement, so service is to be in



        17      place for the fair, and we're bringing the contract



        18      back now on the consent calendar.



        19               SA088-21FT is for employee shuttle



        20      services.



        21               When the original budget was approved by



        22      the board in November of last year, we were



        23      planning on a much smaller fair, which would not



        24      have allowed employees -- or, sorry, which would



        25      have allowed employees to park on site.
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         1               When we increased the daily ticket cap



         2      from 30,000 to 45,000, we needed to issue an RFP



         3      for an employee shuttle to bring employees in from



         4      off-site locations.



         5               That bid was awarded after the June board



         6      meeting, and once again, the board chair signed



         7      that agreement according to board policy, and we're



         8      bringing that back for approval now.



         9               Both the sound monitoring and the employee



        10      shuttle contracts exceed the CEO's signing



        11      authority, and that's why the board chair signed.



        12               SA134-21PA, that's for the Hank Williams,



        13      Jr. concert, which is taking place tonight, by the



        14      way, in the Pacific amphitheater.



        15               This is a revenue-generating contract for



        16      the coproduction of Hank Williams, Jr. in the



        17      Pacific amphitheater.  The coproduction involves a



        18      share in the expenses and the revenue from the



        19      show, and the agreement is written -- actually,



        20      very well written without any risk or downside to



        21      the district.  We will only profit from the show.



        22               Because the ticket sales for that concert



        23      will come through the district's Ticket Master



        24      account, the amount of the contract is over the



        25      CEO's signing authority of $400,000 for
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         1      entertainment contracts, so the amount on the



         2      contract reflects the maximum gross potential of



         3      ticket sales for that concert.  It does not



         4      represent the amount of expense to the district.



         5      So I wanted to make that very clear.



         6               And then, lastly, R05021 under Rental



         7      Agreements, we are pulling this item to highlight



         8      it for the board.



         9               This is a rental agreement for the August



        10      Cross-Roads of the West gun show, which was held



        11      last month.  This contract was in place before



        12      SB264 was passed in the legislature, but after the



        13      last board meeting in June, and we know that this



        14      is a topic of great interest for the board, so we



        15      wanted to highlight that on the consent calendar as



        16      well.



        17               So those are the four items that we wanted



        18      to highlight.



        19               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Is there a motion to



        20      approve the consent calendar?



        21               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  This is Director Ruiz.  I



        22      so move that we accept it.



        23               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  This is



        24      Sandra Cervantes.  Second.  Okay.



        25               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Summer, can
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         1      you call the roll, please?



         2               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia,



         3      if she's still on the line.



         4               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.



         5               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you.



         6               Vice Chair La Belle.



         7               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.



         8               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Cervantes.



         9               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.



        10               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.



        11               (No response.)



        12               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.



        13               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.  Yes.



        14               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.



        15               Director Bagneris.



        16               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.



        17               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Aitken.



        18               (No response.)



        19               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Aitken.



        20               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.



        21               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.



        22               Director Kovacevich.



        23               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.



        24               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  And Director Rafiei.



        25               DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Yes.
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         1               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.



         2               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Vice Chair La Belle,



         3      that now concludes the consent calendar items, and



         4      we're now ready to move to the governance process



         5      with the first item.



         6               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  CEO Richards,



         7      as the prerogative of the chair, I'm going to move



         8      Items 8E and 8F up on the agenda, so we'll begin



         9      with Item 8E.



        10               If you could go ahead and introduce the



        11      item and then present staff comments.  Then



        12      following that, I'd like to request that we have



        13      the comments from the speakers before we turn it



        14      over to the directors.



        15               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.  This item was on



        16      the agenda for a meeting of the board of directors



        17      held last Monday, September 13th.  There was a lot



        18      of great discussion on this item on behalf of the



        19      board members.



        20               In the end, the board elected to table



        21      this item and bring it back to this meeting.



        22               But just as a matter of background,



        23      following the September 13th meeting, as secretary



        24      of the board of directors, I took copious notes



        25      during that discussion and captured what I thought
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         1      were all of the ideas and sentiments --



         2      perspectives of individual board members during



         3      that discussion.



         4               Following the meeting, I redrafted a



         5      letter that was reflective of those comments, and



         6      that was included in the staff report.



         7               So what is before the board of directors



         8      today is a continuation of that discussion on the



         9      communication to the governor's office regarding



        10      the economic impact of SB264 on the OC Fair and



        11      Events Center.



        12               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.



        13               Summer, did we have any speakers on



        14      Item 8E?



        15               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  We do.



        16               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.



        17               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  If I can call Senator Min



        18      and/or Ash Alvandi followed by James Black



        19      [verbatim], Rose Ann Sharp, and Ira Sharp to start.



        20               Senator Min, when you're ready.



        21               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, if I may,



        22      with the balance, may I give a comment on public



        23      comment on the --



        24               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  Go ahead.



        25               (Telephone interruption.)
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         1               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.



         2               I just wanted to also let the board know



         3      that I did consult with legal counsel from Senator



         4      Dave Min's office, and he did confirm what I had



         5      thought, that we do have legislative as well as --



         6      as well as --



         7               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Can we get someone



         8      muted?



         9               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.  Please.  If you're



        10      not speaking --



        11               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Sorry.  I'll



        12      start over.  But I did have a chance to speak with



        13      Josh Caplan, and he did confirm that the board --



        14      as policy makers appointed by the governor, we



        15      are -- you know our scope goes far beyond the



        16      (audio distortion) of the organization.



        17               We are creating policy that governs the



        18      direction for the staff here at the OC Fair and



        19      Events Center.



        20               And he did also confirm that the board has



        21      legislated, as well as qualified immunity for any



        22      actions taken on behalf of the OC Fair and Events



        23      Center, and that would include any communications



        24      sent to the governor, just simply making sure that



        25      he has a heads-up and is aware of what has happened
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         1      to the OC Fair and Events Center and the reasons



         2      why we might be opposing legislation that only



         3      impacts the 32nd DAA and not all the other 59 DAAs



         4      throughout the state.



         5               That would also cover, if the board shows



         6      up -- at their pleasure, decides to review any



         7      contracts as requested by these promoters, to



         8      consider hosting these events next year, since that



         9      legislation has not been signed into law yet.



        10               So I just wanted to make sure that



        11      everybody was aware of that.



        12               And Josh Caplan is on the call, so he --



        13      if you have questions, he can answer those further.



        14               We also did receive word from DEFA -- or,



        15      actually, I don't think it was DEFA, but it was the



        16      Department of Agriculture, letting us know that we,



        17      as a political body, have the ability to send a



        18      letter to the governor and make him aware of how



        19      the fair would be impacted.



        20               So those are my comments, and we can go



        21      ahead and take public comment now.



        22               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Senator Min.  When



        23      you're ready.



        24               SENATOR MIN:  Sure.  Thank you, by the



        25      way.
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         1               And just as a procedural matter, I have a



         2      time conflict a little bit later.  Since this is my



         3      bill that is primarily being discussed in Items 8E



         4      and 8F, and because I understand that I was



         5      actually -- my name has been discussed, and I guess



         6      it's on the slide right now, I was wondering if I



         7      could have a few extra minutes and just give



         8      something like a five- to six-minute comment on



         9      both Items 8E and 8F right now.



        10               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Senator Min, that



        11      would be fine.  Take all the time you need.



        12               SENATOR MIN:  Thank you very much.  Thank



        13      you much, Chair La Belle.  I appreciate it.



        14               And before I begin my remarks, I just want



        15      to commend you all and the staff of the fairgrounds



        16      for your outstanding work in putting together a



        17      tremendous Orange County Fair this year.  I know



        18      how challenging it's been dealing with the COVID-19



        19      pandemic, and I wanted to congratulate you all on



        20      putting together a very fun and hugely popular fair



        21      this year.



        22               Now, as you know, I am the author of SB264



        23      which you are here to discuss today, and I realize



        24      there would be many people attending this virtual



        25      meeting who would disagree with SB264.  Clearly
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         1      there are people on this board who disagree with



         2      this bill, but I want to be clear this is what I --



         3      the people I represent in the 37th Senate district,



         4      which includes the fairgrounds, clearly want.



         5               As you may have heard and/or read, the



         6      genesis of this bill came in 2019 near the



         7      beginning of my campaign for the state senate.



         8               It was the weekend when we had the El Paso



         9      and Dayton mass shootings.  My family and I came



        10      out to the fairgrounds that Sunday for family fun



        11      run and as we crossed the finish line, all of us,



        12      including my youngest, who was in a running



        13      stroller, were handed flyers to the gun show for



        14      the following weekend.



        15               Now, this was very shocking to us given



        16      the events that had just occurred.  You know, when



        17      I was growing up, the county fairgrounds were known



        18      as family-friendly venues.



        19               In addition to the county fairs, you have



        20      rodeos, 4-H events and other family-friendly



        21      events.  Today they're almost synonymous with gun



        22      shows.  The average county fairground across the



        23      state hosts five gun shows a year, and I'm told



        24      that the OC Fair and Events Center has often held



        25      more than that.
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         1               That weekend, I pledged that if I was



         2      successful in my campaign for the state senate, the



         3      very first bill I introduced would be one ending



         4      the gun shows at the OC Fairgrounds.



         5               I was very public and transparent about



         6      this.  We issued press releases and that campaign



         7      promise was covered by numerous media outlets,



         8      including the Los Angeles Times.



         9               I did, indeed, win that election and I



        10      followed through with my promise.  The very first



        11      bill I introduced was SB264, which, as originally



        12      written, would have ended gun shows not only on the



        13      OC Fairgrounds, but on all state-owned property



        14      across the state.



        15               Now, I understand that several of you



        16      asked why this bill was narrowed at the last minute



        17      to only cover Orange County.  The change was made



        18      by the Assembly of Appropriations Committee through



        19      hostile amendment -- that was not my choice --



        20      which was forced upon the bill.



        21               My understanding is that many opponents of



        22      SB264, including the NRA, the California Rifle and



        23      Pistol Association, and Cross-Roads of the West,



        24      were lobbying for this very change, and apparently



        25      they were successful.





                                                                               25

�









         1               Now, I'll confess, I was disappointed the



         2      bill was narrowed.  We were confident we had the



         3      votes to get a statewide ban through the assembly



         4      and signed by the governor, and as you have -- may



         5      have read, I have pledged to introduce a new bill



         6      next year seeking to ban gun shows on state



         7      property once again.



         8               But at the same time, I've continued to



         9      push SB264 because I believe it still achieves



        10      important public policy purposes.



        11               The fact of the matter is that we are in a



        12      gun violence crisis in this country, in this state,



        13      and, yes, in this community, and gun shows clearly



        14      are a major contributor to that crisis.



        15               So ending gun shows at the OC Fairground,



        16      as I promised to do starting in the summer of --



        17      back in the summer of 2019, is an important step



        18      towards making our communities safer.



        19               Despite the claims being made that there



        20      are no sales of illegal or unlicensed firearms that



        21      take place at gun shows, that is clearly not true.



        22               The California Bureau of Firearms has



        23      repeatedly found evidence of so-called straw sales



        24      and other sales of unlicensed guns at gun shows,



        25      including at the OC Fairgrounds.
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         1               Ghost guns, which are essentially gun kits



         2      not typically equipped with serial numbers, and



         3      which are -- I personally saw being sold



         4      cash-and-carry out of the gun shows at the



         5      OC Fairgrounds are an increasingly popular item at



         6      gun shows.



         7               But I will also say that even if there



         8      were zero sales of unlicensed guns at gun shows,



         9      they are still a major contributor to gun violence.



        10               The fact is that the vast majority of guns



        11      used in crimes were originally purchased through



        12      legal avenues, including gun shows.



        13               The vast majority of guns used in



        14      incidents of gun violence, whether homicides,



        15      suicides, assaults or accidents, were originally



        16      purchased through legal avenues such as gun shows.



        17               At each of these incidents of gun



        18      violence, such as the mass shooting earlier this



        19      year or the tragic murder of Aiden Leos on the 55



        20      in an act of road rage or any of the shootings that



        21      have plagued Orange County this year is like a



        22      neutron bomb for the victim's family, friends, and



        23      local community and has massive impacts on our



        24      local economy.



        25               And the evidence is clear that more guns
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         1      lead to more gun violence.  This is true whether we



         2      compare country to country, state to state, county



         3      to county, or even household to household.



         4               And while I respect the Constitution and



         5      the Bill of Rights, including the Second Amendment,



         6      there is no requirement the State of California has



         7      to be an accessory to, has to profit off the sale



         8      of guns, when we know that this would invariably



         9      lead to more gun violence and the astronomical



        10      moral and social and economic cost.



        11               And that is what SB264 is about.  It's



        12      about getting California out of the business of



        13      selling guns, even if for this point, that's just



        14      for one fairground.



        15               And let's be clear, this bill is only



        16      necessary because this board has continued to



        17      insist on hosting gun shows at the OC Fairgrounds



        18      despite overwhelming opposition from the local



        19      community.



        20               Now, several of you have explained to me



        21      you don't believe --



        22               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Senator, could you



        23      begin to wrap it up soon here, please?



        24               SENATOR MIN:  Thank you.  I'll wrap it up



        25      soon.
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         1               Several of you have explained to me you



         2      don't believe you have any choice but to contract



         3      for these gun shows, that no matter how strongly



         4      the local communities oppose, your role is not to



         5      represent people but simply to maintain the fiscal



         6      solvency of the fairgrounds.



         7               In fact, I vividly remember a conversation



         8      with the chair in which he told me something to the



         9      effect of:  We have to take these gun contracts



        10      under current law.  If you change the law to ban



        11      gun shows, we'll happily follow the law, but our



        12      job isn't to be politicians.



        13               And that is a fair point.  You are not



        14      elected representatives, you are gubernatorial



        15      appointees, and you do have limited discretion at



        16      times on responding to political concerns.



        17               But what I would say is that your elected



        18      representatives have spoken loudly and clearly.  I



        19      expressly ran on a campaign of ending gun shows at



        20      the OC Fairgrounds and I was elected with over



        21      270,000 votes from my district.



        22               Assemblywoman Cottie Petrie-Norris, who



        23      also represents the fairgrounds, has endorsed this



        24      bill.  We passed SB264 out of the legislature with



        25      an overwhelming majority, and it's now going to the
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         1      desk of Governor Newsom, who has previously said



         2      that permitting the sale of firearms and



         3      ammunition, quote, "on state-owned property only



         4      perpetuates" --



         5               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I think this is



         6      fine.



         7               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes, it is.



         8               SENATOR MIN:  Now, as a political matter,



         9      this issue is a signed --



        10               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Senator --



        11               SENATOR MIN:  -- disagree or agree with



        12      SB264 is a valid and transparent product of our



        13      democracy in action and I'm only asking you --



        14               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Senator, you've had



        15      more than enough time.



        16               SENATOR MIN:  I'm going to be asking you



        17      to be consistent with your past statements and the



        18      law --



        19               (Cross-talk.)



        20               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Please, Senator,



        21      respect the request of the --



        22               SENATOR MIN:  -- 264, and that means not



        23      signing a long-term contract --



        24               (Cross-talk.)



        25               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Please request that
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         1      the board chair should not -- I think you've made



         2      your point very clear, and thank you very much for



         3      your comments.



         4               Summer, next item.



         5               Next speaker, please.



         6               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And then, Doug, I



         7      just want to also comment on something.  I know



         8      that the board has discussed in the past the



         9      viewpoint-neutral stance that we take on certain



        10      topics.



        11               If an item is legal in the State of



        12      California, we are viewpoint neutral on the topic.



        13      It's not a personal choice to choose what is held



        14      on the fairgrounds.



        15               I -- I just also want to comment, since



        16      the senator pointed out me directly, his statement



        17      is not accurate, and that is not an accurate



        18      account of the conversation that we had, so I just



        19      wanted to put that on the record.



        20               But we are -- this board is intended to be



        21      a -- viewpoint-neutral, and to indicate that one



        22      type of event held on our fairgrounds is not



        23      family-friendly is not really something for us to



        24      determine.



        25               There are -- there are different types of
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         1      families who choose to do different types of



         2      activities.



         3               That concludes my comment.



         4               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I appreciate your



         5      comment.



         6               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Chair --



         7               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  Go ahead,



         8      Robert.



         9               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  If we could be fair with



        10      all the other speakers and just stick to the amount



        11      of minutes that are allowed to the other speakers,



        12      regardless of what status that person holds, I



        13      would greatly appreciate it.



        14               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I will do that.  I



        15      wanted to, out of respect for the senator, allow



        16      him some additional time, but he did exceed that.



        17               SENATOR MIN:  Thank you.  And I apologize.



        18               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.



        19               Summer, next speaker, please.



        20               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  We have --



        21      James Black [verbatim] rescinded his comments, so



        22      the next person is Rose Ann Sharp.



        23               When you're ready --



        24               (No response.)



        25               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Rose, are you there?
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         1               MS. SHARP:  Yes, I am.  I'm sorry.  I



         2      thought someone was speaking ahead of me.



         3               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Go right ahead.



         4               MS. SHARP:  Yes.  Good morning.



         5               My name is Rose Ann Sharp, and I am the



         6      founder of Never Again CA.  I am a neighbor in



         7      Del Mar.  I frequently am in Orange County and have



         8      attended your Cross-Roads gun show.



         9               It is well-documented that firearms and



        10      ammunition purchased and stolen from your gun show



        11      transit through Del Mar on their way to Mexico.



        12               Like each of you, I also headed up a



        13      business and several organizations.  I have



        14      attended virtually many of your board meetings, and



        15      your last one made me wonder:  Why does a board



        16      appointed by the governor think it is good business



        17      to send the governor, who is the CEO of our state,



        18      a letter telling him about a million-dollar impact



        19      loss from a gun show when the governor is already



        20      on record signing AB893, which stopped the sale of



        21      firearms and ammunitions at the Del Mar



        22      Fairgrounds?



        23               Why does the board, appointed by the



        24      governor, want to challenge the legislation of an



        25      elected official, Dave Min, and that of an elected
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         1      legislature, when the business of the board is to



         2      represent all of the citizens who enjoy benefits of



         3      the Orange County Fairgrounds?



         4               Then why does a board appointed by the



         5      governor with $50 million in revenues in 2018 and



         6      only one bad audit, which was corrected, think it



         7      is good business to tell the governor that this



         8      board, filled with business and organization



         9      leaders, does not have the ability to replace a



        10      million dollars of income when the governor has



        11      specifically stated that if California continues to



        12      permit the sale of firearms and ammunition on



        13      state-owned property, we are sending a signal that



        14      we value the sale of firearms above the lives of



        15      Americans?



        16               Lastly, someone at the last board meeting



        17      described the gun show as a family-friendly event.



        18      Well, that may be what you saw during the curated



        19      tour with Mr. Templeton.



        20               What I saw -- and I have pictures to prove



        21      it -- was Nazi (audio distortion) T-shirts with



        22      hateful slogans, and a small child in the aisle



        23      swinging a wooden machete as large as he was, and



        24      adults not wanting to go down that aisle for fear.



        25               I saw a woman breast-feeding her baby in
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         1      front of a table full of unsecured large hunting



         2      knives easily lifted on the spot.



         3               I saw the dual incentives between



         4      Cross-Roads and the NRA members, and, of course,



         5      ghost guns.



         6               Yes, it is all legal.  Ghost guns that



         7      look like a gun, shoot like a gun, and kill like a



         8      gun, but are totally untraceable.



         9               I believe it is not good business to bring



        10      these weapons of death into our communities on



        11      state-owned property.



        12               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Could you please



        13      wrap up your comments, please.



        14               MS. SHARP:  Yes.  I ask you, with all your



        15      experience, I hope you can answer your letter --



        16      answer in your letter how this is good business for



        17      Orange County and your neighbors in San Diego.



        18      Thank you.



        19               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Summer, before we



        20      have the next speaker, I'm very appreciative of the



        21      fact that there are strong feelings on both sides



        22      of this issue.  We certainly want everyone to get



        23      their thoughts out for the benefit of the board,



        24      but if you can all try to adhere to the



        25      three-minute limit, it would be very much
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         1      appreciated.  I don't want to be in a situation of



         2      needing to cut other speakers off.



         3               I did allow, out of respect for



         4      Senator Min, who is the author of the bill -- I did



         5      allow him additional time to articulate his



         6      thoughts.



         7               So let's just try to stay focused, if we



         8      can.



         9               Summer, next speaker, please.



        10               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.



        11               Vice Chair La Belle, I am timing the



        12      speakers, just so you know.



        13               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Perfect.  Okay.



        14      Thank you so much.



        15               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  We have Ira Sharp next.



        16               Ira, when you're ready.



        17               MR. SHARP:  Okay.  Good morning.  I'm



        18      Ira Sharp, the cofounder, with Rose Ann Sharp, of



        19      Never Again CA.



        20               In correspondence, and in the debate on



        21      September 13 regarding the proposed letter of the



        22      governor, much was made by some of the fact that



        23      SB264 was amended in the state assembly to apply



        24      solely to the 32nd DAA.



        25               The insinuation was that this was somehow
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         1      unfair or nefarious.  And nothing could be further



         2      from the truth.



         3               It's simply due to the fact that this is



         4      the way the assembly operates.  No member will



         5      support a bill that applies to another assembly



         6      member's district, unless that assembly member has



         7      signed on to the bill.



         8               When San Diego Mayor Todd Gloria was in



         9      the assembly, he authored AB893, which solely



        10      applied to the ban on the sale of firearms to the



        11      Del Mar Fairgrounds.



        12               Active chapters of Never Again CA and



        13      several other counties asked them to include their



        14      fairgrounds, and he conferred with the assembly



        15      members who had those fairgrounds in their



        16      district.



        17               When they decided not to support a ban in



        18      their district, the draft bill was narrowed to



        19      22nd DAA.



        20               That's what happened to SB264.  When it



        21      got through appropriations and when it was clear



        22      that no other assembly member wished to add their



        23      fairgrounds to the legislation, they were dropped.



        24               It's totally just disingenuous to suggest



        25      that any other motive was at work.
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         1               And I would like to make one further



         2      response to something that the chair said earlier.



         3      It's very clear in the regulations that govern



         4      fairgrounds that each fairground is to make a



         5      decision of its own based on the input from its



         6      community.



         7               It is not, as the chair implied, an



         8      obligation to allow everything.  We don't allow



         9      cannabis.  We don't allow other things.  We make



        10      those decisions in banning gun shows -- or the sale



        11      of firearms on the fairgrounds is certainly one



        12      that we should have made before and the assembly's



        13      made for you and that you should not oppose.  You



        14      should embrace it to get back to your mission of



        15      being family-friendly and a favorable place for all



        16      people of Orange County.



        17               Thank you very much.



        18               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you, Ira.



        19               I'm going to call the next group of



        20      speakers.  There was a Niccolas, followed by Susan



        21      Lew, Julia Demlow, Piper Benom, Gary Levy, and



        22      Jim Cairns.



        23               Nicholas, when you're ready.



        24               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  And, again, let's



        25      all try to work to keep it to the three minutes,
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         1      please.



         2               NICCOLAS:  Thank you.  Can you hear me?



         3               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.



         4               NICCOLAS:  Okay.  I want to thank the



         5      board for this meeting and the senator for his



         6      time, and thank you all for allowing the speaker to



         7      go on this public comment.



         8               So briefly, just to -- really, I'm just a



         9      concerned citizen.  I have -- you know, I have



        10      kids, and my daughter and I -- we went not too long



        11      ago to the -- to a fairground, and we were actually



        12      learning, and she got to shoot, you know, some



        13      BB guns and got to experience what it was to, you



        14      know, hold a gun and all the safety and everything.



        15               And that's one thing I just want to



        16      mention briefly, is that one thing that the senator



        17      and many individuals don't realize is that the



        18      impact that it has, obviously, on all of Southern



        19      California, that when you take away a gun show, be



        20      it in Orange County or Del Mar or anywhere, is that



        21      you have a -- you have an absence of education, an



        22      absence of a culture that is a healthy promoter.



        23               You know, I think the State is -- it would



        24      behoove the State to promote a good culture, there



        25      by legal means of individuals.
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         1               While there may be nefarious things that



         2      do happen, maybe, according to the senator -- I



         3      didn't hear any facts presented other than just



         4      hearsay, but if you don't have a legal culture,



         5      then you don't promote that -- the mindset around



         6      good -- what would be considered gun control or gun



         7      education.



         8               And I think that's critical for citizens



         9      who want to be law abiding, such as myself, and who



        10      want to have that ability to, you know, pass on to



        11      the next generation, you know, how to do it right



        12      and to be current on present-day issues regarding



        13      whatever it might be in regards to firearms.



        14               I just think that aside from the fiscal



        15      impact, you're also taking away the cultural and



        16      educational impact that could be toward the



        17      betterment.



        18               Because, remember, you're taking away, and



        19      what are you -- you're leaving a vacuum of



        20      education, of culture that you're not replacing



        21      with anything.  You're just saying, "No.  Take it



        22      away, and replace it with nothing."



        23               And so I'm asking -- so the people who are



        24      law abiding, who do want those kinds of things, you



        25      know, what -- what are you giving them in return?
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         1      What are the other options, "Well, just go figure



         2      it out," when you have in place right now, a



         3      mechanism that can act as a positive force.



         4               And I support the board in its putting



         5      forward of a -- asking the governor to veto.  I



         6      myself have written to the governor to veto that.



         7               And I just -- Senator, I believe you're



         8      wrong when you think you only speak for everybody



         9      in that regard.



        10               I think that you need to take into



        11      consideration the impact over all of Southern



        12      California and others who may be opposed to that.



        13               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you,



        14      Niccolas.  That is time.



        15               NICCOLAS:  Thank you.



        16               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.



        17               Next up we have Julia Demlow.



        18               Julia, when you're ready.



        19               MS. DEMLOW:  Hello.  Can you hear me?



        20               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  Go right ahead.



        21               MS. DEMLOW:  Thank you.  D-E-M-L-O-W.



        22               I want to thank the board for giving us



        23      the opportunity to speak today, and also to thank



        24      the board for the fair that just went on that my



        25      family and I participated in, and for tonight's
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         1      concert, the Hank Williams concert, which I will



         2      also be attending.  So I look forward to continuing



         3      to enjoy events like this at the fairgrounds.



         4               In regards to today, the letter being sent



         5      to the governor, I'd kind of like to go through a



         6      few points that I noticed on this letter, that I



         7      found troubling.



         8               In the first paragraph, it talks about no



         9      state official, including Senator Dave Min,



        10      reaching out to the board and -- (audio distortion)



        11      to inquire about economic input.



        12               First of all, as everyone knows, when a



        13      bill does go through the legislative process, it



        14      goes through an appropriations committee on both



        15      the assembly side and the senate side, which is



        16      fully responsible for looking at the economic



        17      impacts, and those were looked at.



        18               But we also -- and passed both the



        19      state -- or the senate and the assembly side even



        20      after looking at the economic impacts on the



        21      fairgrounds' revenue.



        22               We also have to take into consideration



        23      the economic impacts that the State of California



        24      incurs in regards to gun violence, which is --



        25      costs California $81 billion a year, based on the





                                                                               42

�









         1      last Giffords report that was submitted to the



         2      U.S. House of Representatives National Report on



         3      the cost of gun violence throughout the country.



         4               $81 billion that California spends on gun



         5      violence each year is a much bigger issue than the



         6      lost revenue at the OC Fairgrounds, which I feel



         7      fully confident with the fairgrounds staff that



         8      that revenue will be recouped with even better and



         9      more exciting events that the whole community can



        10      enjoy.



        11               Also, I had a concern in that -- and I



        12      think Dave Min -- Senator Min discussed this --



        13      that Senator Min's campaign was fully transparent



        14      in what he ran on, the platform of removing gun



        15      shows at state-owned property.



        16               And he and -- or Assemblywoman Cottie



        17      Petrie-Norris both won their campaigns, and the



        18      people have elected those representatives in order



        19      to move forward on this initiative.



        20               Now, as has been explained in another



        21      state, AB893 was signed into law ending gun shows



        22      in Del Mar, and then SB281 was actually to end gun



        23      shows at Cal Palos Fairgrounds.



        24               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay, Julia.  That is



        25      time.  Thank you.
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         1               Next up, we have Susan Lew.



         2               Susan, when you're ready.



         3               MS. LEW:  Hi.  Good morning, everyone.



         4      Okay.  I heard an echo.



         5               I wanted to thank the Fair board for



         6      discussing this and allowing public comment.



         7               To the comment that taking away gun shows



         8      takes away from safety education, that is a



         9      disingenuous argument.  Gun safety can be taught in



        10      community events like the Family Night Out that



        11      every city hosts in August each year.



        12               This is where families learn about fire



        13      safety, earthquake safety, car seat safety, road



        14      safety; and firearm safety can be added to events



        15      like that without also promoting the sale of deadly



        16      weapons and promoting the sale of the items that



        17      specifically can harm children in their homes



        18      accidentally.



        19               I really urge the Fair board to reconsider



        20      sending this letter expressing disdain for the law



        21      that has been passed by the state legislature and



        22      that was introduced by an elected official and that



        23      has wide community support.



        24               We all care so much about public safety,



        25      and gun shows may have been something that we've
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         1      done forever, but we -- that doesn't mean that we



         2      have to continue them.



         3               It's been shown that guns in the



         4      community -- the more guns in the community, the



         5      more gun deaths.  And as a public health



         6      professional, I view this as a public health



         7      problem.



         8               And the OC Fair board, as a community -- a



         9      set of community leaders should care more about



        10      public health than finances.



        11               Thank you very much.



        12               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.



        13               Next up we have Piper Benom, B-E-N-O-M.



        14               MS. BENOM:  Hi.  Good morning.  I am an



        15      Orange County resident, and I strongly support the



        16      ban on gun shows at the fairground.  The loss of



        17      revenue from gun shows is not critical to the



        18      Orange County Fair.



        19               When Del Mar Fairground ended their gun



        20      shows, they developed a strategic plan to replace



        21      that lost revenue, and I think that Orange County



        22      should do the same.



        23               Orange County voted for Senator Min based



        24      on his promise to introduce this legislation.  This



        25      is what the voters wanted and the taxpayers wanted.
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         1               I just am urging the board to follow the



         2      spirit of SB264, which passed through the State



         3      legislature with overwhelming and broad support.



         4               Approving gun shows for 2022 or beyond



         5      goes against the spirit of SB264 and directly



         6      against the will of the voters and the families and



         7      the communities that you serve.  Thank you.



         8               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you, Piper.



         9               Next up we have Gary Levy or Levy.



        10               MR. LEVY:  It's Gary Levy, L-E-V-Y.  Thank



        11      you for taking me, ma'am.



        12               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Go right ahead.



        13               MR. LEVY:  I'd like to express my support



        14      for this board to send a letter to the governor



        15      saying that they support gun shows in California



        16      and they reject this Senate Bill 264.



        17               A lot of lies are told about guns and gun



        18      ownership:  One, no guns are obtained at a gun



        19      show.  It just doesn't happen.  It's just a big lie



        20      that's been promulgated.



        21               The lies about the causes of violence in



        22      mass shootings -- okay.  They didn't get them at



        23      gun shows.  These are criminals.



        24               Gun owners -- lawful gun owners are not



        25      the cause of violence in this society.
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         1               We had Senator Min and Ms. Sharp talk



         2      about well-documented cases and major contributors



         3      that obtain these implements of destruction at a



         4      gun store.



         5               Well, my question is this:  They provided



         6      no facts.  Where are the prosecutions for these



         7      well-documented violations at these gun stores?



         8               The second thing I'd like to talk about is



         9      restraint of trade.  Most of these booths and



        10      businesses at small -- at gun shows are small



        11      businesses.



        12               My first job was at the Orange County



        13      Fairgrounds.  It wasn't at the gun show, but it was



        14      another event that promulgated small businesses.



        15               But not only firearms are -- not all



        16      businesses are firearms-related.  There's a lot of



        17      hunting, fishing, outdoors, even photography



        18      businesses that participate in these gun shows.



        19               The other thing I'd like to say is it



        20      represents a culture of like-minded people, and it



        21      violates the First Amendment if you try to cancel



        22      that.  There is something called freedom of



        23      association.  It's part of the First Amendment.



        24               I grew up in Orange County, and, again, a



        25      lot of these businesses that go to gun shows are
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         1      garage businesses.  They start in people's garages.



         2               I think this is a punishment for



         3      Orange County.  It's another carve-out where



         4      they're singling out Orange County just like they



         5      singled out Huntington Beach and they singled out



         6      Orange County beaches and stuff for the pandemic



         7      because the governor does not like Orange County.



         8      It would not fly if it was a statewide ban at all



         9      fairgrounds.



        10               I think you stated your intent on what the



        11      board -- what this board is supposed to do:  It's



        12      supposed to promulgate communities and culture in



        13      Orange County, and this is part of the community



        14      and culture of Orange County, and it should be



        15      allowed to continue at the Orange County



        16      Fairgrounds.  Thank you.



        17               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you.



        18               Next up we have Jim Cairns.  Jim, when



        19      you're ready, if you are still on the line.



        20               (No response.)



        21               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  One last call for Jim.



        22               (No response.)



        23               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Next up, we have William



        24      Ortiz.



        25               William, when you're ready.
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         1               MR. ORTIZ:  Thank you for the opportunity



         2      to speak.



         3               I just would like to express my support



         4      for the board to send out a letter to the governor



         5      to ask him to veto these -- a bill.  I have



         6      personally written, as well, a request to the



         7      governor.



         8               I believe that the premise of this bill



         9      that the gun shows pose a danger to the community



        10      could not be any farther from the truth.



        11               I have personally attended gun shows in



        12      this community.  I can attest that they're just as



        13      safe as any other public event.



        14               The purpose of this bill -- it just seems



        15      to be interpreted that it's an attack on



        16      law-abiding citizens and legal activities that are



        17      actually protected by the U.S. Constitution.



        18               And I do -- I understand that the board is



        19      to be not -- it should be blind to what kind of



        20      activity this is, but it is an activity that -- it



        21      is supported by the community, and we have



        22      communities that -- of like-minded attendants that



        23      go to that community, and it's actually very, very



        24      safe.



        25               And I think the board should support the
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         1      view of those who are like-minded for sportsmanship



         2      or firearms-related events.



         3               Thank you very much.



         4               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  All right.  Thank you,



         5      William.



         6               That concludes public comment on this



         7      item.



         8               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Let's bring it back



         9      to the board for discussion.



        10               Any comments from board members?



        11               MR. BURTON:  Can you allow one more public



        12      comment, please?  I'm sorry.



        13               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Sure.  That's fine.



        14      Go ahead.  And your name?



        15               MR. BURTON:  My name is Pat Burton.  And



        16      I'm sorry.  I didn't realize that I had to sign up



        17      in advance.



        18               Just good morning, and thank you for the



        19      opportunity to speak when I didn't sign up in



        20      advance.



        21               I just wanted to say that I fully respect



        22      Senator Min's right to say that gun shows are not



        23      friendly for his family and it's right to not take



        24      his family to gun shows, but I would completely



        25      draw the line at the fact of him saying that they
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         1      are not friendly for my family.



         2               Four children, 15 grandchildren, and I see



         3      them as perfectly family-friendly events.  I think



         4      the person who spoke up -- the lady who spoke up



         5      after Senator Min spoke was correct, and the fact



         6      that that is a very subjective statement.



         7               For example, you mentioned that tonight



         8      there is a Hank Williams, Jr. concert.  And I would



         9      say that there are people out there that would say



        10      that that is not a family-friendly event.  That is



        11      left for families to decide.



        12               So I respect Senator Min's decision for



        13      his family, but I draw the line where he tries to



        14      make the decision for my family.



        15               Second, when the meeting began and the



        16      mission of the Fair board was read, I would see



        17      these gun shows as perfectly consistent with that



        18      mission, and I think the past history of these gun



        19      shows has demonstrated that.



        20               And so I would say that this is consistent



        21      with the mission of the fair.



        22               And then just, lastly, also, as the lady



        23      who spoke up after Senator Min spoke -- as I



        24      followed this legislation through the California



        25      legislature, it's been filled with his inaccurate
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         1      statements constantly, and someone called him on



         2      several inconsistencies just this morning as he



         3      spoke, with unsubstantiated facts.



         4               So as a law-abiding person who sees the



         5      value of gun shows and sees the enjoyment of gun



         6      shows and sees the constitutional protection for



         7      gun shows, I would just urge you, as a board, to



         8      contact the governor and -- in opposition to --



         9      asking him to veto this law.



        10               And I would also urge you to continue to



        11      contract for gun shows for those of us who see them



        12      as family-friendly and see the value and the



        13      enjoyment of them.



        14               So thank you very much for the opportunity



        15      to speak and for your consideration and your



        16      potential action.  Thank you.



        17               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.



        18               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  One last



        19      time, any other public comments?



        20               (No response.)



        21               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Let's bring



        22      it back to the board for board discussion and



        23      action.



        24               Fellow board members?



        25               MR. BLEK:  Excuse me, but this is Charles
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         1      Blek.  I understand we signed up for public



         2      comment.



         3               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  We don't



         4      believe we have that.



         5               MR. BLEK:  It's Mary Lee Blek and Charles



         6      Blek.



         7               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Do you have that,



         8      Summer?



         9               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  I have a James Black



        10      [verbatim] on the -- that wanted to speak, but then



        11      rescinded.



        12               If I missed you, Charles, I apologize.



        13               MR. BLEK:  No.  I came on -- this is



        14      Charles Blek, B-L-E-K.  And you should also have



        15      Mary Lee Blek, B-L-E-K.



        16               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Apologies if I missed



        17      you.



        18               Charles, go ahead.



        19               MR. BLEK:  Thank you.



        20               I am Charles Blek.  I am a retired



        21      attorney.  I'm past president of Brady



        22      Orange County and currently an active board member.



        23               I had the privilege of offering testimony



        24      at the public safety committees of our state senate



        25      and assembly in support of SB264.
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         1               I am a long-time resident of Orange County



         2      and have been involved in this advocacy for better



         3      than 25 years.  In that time, I have witnessed a



         4      real change in the philosophy of our county.



         5               In regards to this item, the prohibition



         6      of gun shows at the Orange County fairgrounds, it



         7      would appear that the focus has shifted from when I



         8      last spoke to you ten days ago with a current



         9      emphasis on money.



        10               With that in mind, please note that guns



        11      and gun violence are costing the State of



        12      California 14 billion, at $14 billion annually.



        13      Why in the world should our state promote and



        14      facilitate the sale of guns, either actual or



        15      ghosts?



        16               The Orange County Fairgrounds should never



        17      again host any gun show, period.



        18               Thank you for your consideration.



        19               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Is there one more



        20      speaker, I believe?



        21               MS. BLEK:  I will speak -- I will speak



        22      later on the -- discuss of -- the vote to approve,



        23      preapprove gun contracts for gun shows.  I'll do it



        24      later.



        25               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.
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         1               One last time, any other public comments?



         2               (No response.)



         3               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Let's bring



         4      it back to the board for board discussion.



         5               Board comments?



         6               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yeah, Chair.  This is



         7      Director Ruiz.



         8               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Go ahead, Robert.



         9               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  You know, I want to thank



        10      all the speakers who came to speak this morning,



        11      whether they're for the show or not for the show.



        12               There's a lot of unanswered questions here



        13      as far as -- you know, I know dissenters spoke



        14      about the majority of the people in the district



        15      wanting this gun show gone.



        16               I was just wondering if there was a poll



        17      taken of all the constituents and what the results



        18      of this poll were or was this just his opinion.



        19               The other one, this letter is just to let



        20      the governor know to reconsider this, of the



        21      economic impact it's going to take of the 32nd DAA.



        22               And as a steward of the 32nd DAA, that's a



        23      concern of mine.



        24               We can sit here all day and argue what's



        25      family-friendly and what isn't.  You know, we have
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         1      tattoo shows -- they're on the grounds -- that



         2      people can say:  That's not family-friendly.  Some



         3      people may consider that family-friendly.  I don't



         4      know.



         5               And so, you know, I don't think any of the



         6      directors here, you know, can -- would disagree



         7      that gun violence is a problem.



         8               But there's a lot of questions that are



         9      left unanswered when it comes to that.



        10               So I'm in support of sending the letter



        11      because I was somewhat disappointed with how the



        12      process went through, how this was basically just



        13      shoved down our throats.  And I was under the



        14      assumption that this was going to be for all state



        15      fairgrounds.



        16               And I know, Director La Belle, you had



        17      asked the question last meeting of why did it just



        18      all of a sudden come down OC right before the bill



        19      was approved.



        20               So that's a question that I would like



        21      answered as well.  Because, you know, there's other



        22      senators who have not only one DAA, two, ten --



        23      some of them have even more.  Why all of a sudden



        24      this was changed and only affected us?



        25               So as a steward of the 32nd DAA, this is a





                                                                               56

�









         1      huge economic impact, not only on us, but on small



         2      businesses.



         3               Someone made a comment, you know:  This is



         4      just not all about guns.  I've been to this gun



         5      show, and I've seen families having beef jerky,



         6      selling peanuts, what have you.  So that's my



         7      concern.



         8               I know I have reached out to the senator



         9      prior to this bill being approved, and I asked if



        10      he could delay this bill until we, as a board, can



        11      come together and come up with a solution to



        12      replace the almost million dollars that we're about



        13      to lose if this was to go through.



        14               He said, "Okay.  Let me talk to my staff."



        15               No one ever got back to me.  No one ever



        16      got back to me.



        17               So I'm disappointed, again, in the way



        18      that the bill went through.  I still stand by



        19      that -- this letter, and I just wanted to hear from



        20      the other board members and see what their thoughts



        21      are.



        22               Thank you.



        23               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you,



        24      Director Ruiz.



        25               Other board member comments?
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         1               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  This is



         2      Sandra Cervantes.  I attended the gun show for the



         3      first time, and I think another really important



         4      component that I saw were a lot of safeguards that



         5      have been placed for education.



         6               And as Director Rubalcava-Garcia stated,



         7      and also Director Ruiz, you know, there might be a



         8      lot of different ranges of normal on what we



         9      perceive to believe that is family-friendly or not.



        10      Some people might assume that family-friendly is



        11      not the rainbow flag that we have on the grounds.



        12               So with that said, I think that it is also



        13      very, very important that we do have a safety



        14      component in place.  And I think that the gun show



        15      provides this at large, and I will support as well



        16      the letter.



        17               DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Chair La Belle, this is



        18      Director Rafiei.  If I may address everyone.  I



        19      want to -- well, this is my first board meeting,



        20      but it's not the first one that I've watched.  I



        21      actually have gone back and watched a bunch of the



        22      meetings, so I want to thank, one, all of you who



        23      are on this call, not just the appointed board



        24      members that I'm hoping to get to know better, but



        25      the general public who's come here to speak on this
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         1      issue.



         2               I'd like to ask our CEO, Ms. Rogers --



         3      Ms. Richards -- it's my understanding that we



         4      are -- "we," as in the OC Fairgrounds, is one out



         5      of, if not the only profitable fair that the state



         6      has right now.



         7               Is that accurate information that I have?



         8               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Not entirely accurate.



         9      There are fairs that operate profitably, but there



        10      are about 11 that -- well, maybe even more than



        11      that at this point with COVID, that are in



        12      financial trouble.



        13               DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Thank you so much for



        14      that clarification.



        15               So when I was onboarded by this -- very



        16      quickly, the most important thing that I was told



        17      was:  This job is to oversee the business.  I



        18      thought:  Great.  I run three successful



        19      businesses, so it's something that I can contribute



        20      to the board.



        21               And what we've seen in the last 18 months,



        22      if not longer, not just with COVID, but business



        23      owners have had to get very creative.  And I think



        24      it's the leadership of this board and the staff,



        25      from what I've witnessed online, at least, has
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         1      allowed that to happen.



         2               But we've also seen businesses take stands



         3      on moral issues, whether it's voting rights,



         4      whether it's vaccines, whether it's access to



         5      reproductive rights.



         6               So as a business, we also need to consider



         7      the moral implications of these gun shows in our



         8      communities.



         9               I do think that to Director Ruiz's



        10      question about polling, I'm actually positive that



        11      there is polling done on this issue, and I'll just



        12      forward it to you separately, since I know your



        13      information.



        14               But this is something that isn't just on



        15      the fringe.  The money, the million dollars --



        16      again, one of the most successful fairs before I



        17      even got on this -- so I can tell you that there



        18      are ways to recoup this money a zillion fold.



        19               Right now, September 22nd and 23rd, in



        20      Santa Rosa, there is a convention -- a trade



        21      convention going on called Hall of Flowers, the



        22      largest cannabis convention going on in the state,



        23      making millions of dollars in revenue and not



        24      killing anybody by accident, whether it is a joint



        25      that gets lost and is a ghost joint somewhere?  No
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         1      one is going to get killed for it.



         2               Also, I was told that we were writing this



         3      letter to inform the governor of this loss.  I'm



         4      pretty sure that he's aware of it.  He's signed



         5      everything that he can to be supportive of this



         6      legislation.  So I don't think our job is to inform



         7      him on what's going to happen if this goes through,



         8      whether he signs it or leaves it on his desk for it



         9      to go effective.



        10               And, again, the possibility of us raising



        11      funds that are needed in other avenues is there.



        12               Of all the speakers that spoke today, I



        13      took notes.  I'm also the secretary of an



        14      organization, so I take copious notes as well,



        15      Michele.



        16               We had five speakers -- I'm sorry, four



        17      speakers supporting us sending the letter, five



        18      speakers supporting the ban of the gun shows.



        19               All the speakers supporting this letter



        20      are men.  The perspective of women was lost on



        21      this.  All the women that spoke about the fear they



        22      have of these guns going rogue or the gun violence



        23      in our community are the voices that I'm hearing.



        24      And maybe that's the perspective that I was asked



        25      to bring to this board, but that's something that I
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         1      noted here.



         2               So as a business, yes, we have to be



         3      financially responsible, but we can do so without



         4      necessarily this $1 million of income.



         5               We should be taking a position morally on



         6      issues that affect our communities, Orange County



         7      and beyond.  And it is not our responsibility to



         8      tell the CEO of the state what he already knows.



         9               So I'm not going to be supporting sending



        10      a letter to the governor.



        11               Thank you so much for your time.



        12               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director



        13      Rafiei.



        14               Director Aitken?  Director Bagneris?



        15      Director Kovacevich, any comments?



        16               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Chair La Belle, I just



        17      want to, again, echo our new director's sentiment.



        18      Thank you to everyone that is weighing in on this



        19      issue.  I know the minutes were not attached from



        20      our meeting ten days ago, or, sorry, last Monday,



        21      so I'm going to be repetitive only because I just



        22      want to make sure the record is clear on why I'm



        23      not going to be supporting this motion.



        24               You know, I think we just had a public



        25      strategic planning session, and one of the
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         1      questions and one of the things that we were



         2      talking about with our CEO and with our fellow



         3      board members are opportunities.



         4               And we talked about self-producing events,



         5      the ability to make more money when we are bringing



         6      culturally relevant, diverse events onto these



         7      fairgrounds as opposed to just renting the property



         8      to people that are going to be putting on shows



         9      where we really cannot control the content.



        10               So I disagree respectfully with the letter



        11      in saying that we cannot replace the income that we



        12      would lose if we did not have the gun shows.  I



        13      think it is actually an opportunity to do things



        14      that really better reflect the values of our



        15      community.



        16               I also want to reiterate the point that I



        17      do not think it is the role of this board -- and I



        18      respect that board members have disagreed with



        19      me -- that we inform the governor, who just won a



        20      very successful recall election to stay in office,



        21      how to do his job when he has been so consistent on



        22      this issue, where he has supported other



        23      fairgrounds in banning gun shows on state property.



        24      I think his history has been clear.



        25               And even if not, I want to make sure that





                                                                               63

�









         1      over the last couple of years that I am consistent.



         2      I agree with Director Ruiz.  I don't think we



         3      should be the arbiter of what is family-friendly



         4      and what is not family-friendly.  That is for every



         5      individual that comes to the fairgrounds to decide.



         6               But we do get to make the decision about



         7      what is consistent with our values.  And while we



         8      might disagree, I do not think this is consistent



         9      with our values, and I will not be supporting



        10      writing the governor to overturn a letter for



        11      legislation that has been voted on and approved by



        12      both our state senator and assembly member.



        13               So thank you for your time.



        14               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Chair La Belle, I



        15      actually have a comment.  This is Chair



        16      Rubalcava-Garcia.



        17               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Please, Chair, go



        18      ahead.



        19               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And my apologies.



        20      I'm in a very noisy space.



        21               So my comments are:  First, I want to



        22      thank all of our board members for weighing in on



        23      the topic.  I know this is a very difficult thing



        24      to discuss, but I also want to highlight one thing.



        25               I do disagree with some of the comments --
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         1      respectfully disagree with some of my co-board



         2      members' comments related to the fact that it's not



         3      our fiduciary duty to at least get the loss on the



         4      record for budget issues and to send this letter to



         5      the governor, regardless of whether he is aware of



         6      it.



         7               We all know his position, but let's face



         8      it, this ban is not changing -- providing any



         9      comprehensive change to gun control.  It's merely a



        10      superficial way for an elected official to declare



        11      victory on one of his campaign promises.



        12               So I just want to remind, as a woman who



        13      is basically saying, I think that we should allow



        14      for these shows to continue, although that is not



        15      the intention of the letter.



        16               My opinion on the topic doesn't matter.  I



        17      think the issue that we have before the board that



        18      we need to discuss right now is primarily the focus



        19      on the letter, which is sending it to the governor



        20      to have it on the record, and I don't see anything



        21      wrong with that.



        22               So I will be voting yes to approve the



        23      letter that is drafted.



        24               It is not a sharply worded letter.  It is



        25      not a letter threatening the governor.  I'm a
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         1      supporter of the governor.  I voted no on the



         2      recall.  I don't think that it's -- that has



         3      nothing to do with the work of the 32nd DAA.



         4               I do agree that there are other



         5      opportunities, and I love the cannabis idea.  I



         6      think that there is opportunities, especially with



         7      the City of Costa Mesa recently rolling back some



         8      of their prohibition on allowing it in the city,



         9      and there is opportunity to expand that.



        10               But the issue before us today is whether



        11      or not this SB- -- the bill -- I can't remember the



        12      bill.  I don't have it in front of me -- whether



        13      this bill, you know -- whether or not this Fair



        14      Board should write a letter to the governor.



        15               That's it.  It's simple, very easy.  So I



        16      will be voting yes on the letter today.



        17               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Chair



        18      Rubalcava-Garcia, this is Director Kovacevich.



        19               Could you explain further on why you think



        20      it's important to get this on record with the



        21      State?



        22               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Absolutely.



        23               So, you know, we are appointed members of



        24      the -- we're the governing body.  There's two



        25      distinctions that I think is really important to
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         1      make:  One, Del Mar and Cal Palos -- those boards



         2      took a position to ban gun shows, which eventually



         3      led to the -- (audio distortion).



         4               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Chair



         5      Rubalcava-Garcia, you're cutting in and out.



         6               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I'm getting no



         7      audio, Natalie.



         8               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  -- as part of



         9      this discussion.



        10               But the difference is that those boards



        11      took the position that they had.  Dave Min went



        12      around legislation.  And I think it's important



        13      from a PR -- it's a very successful (audio



        14      distortion) -- sorry.  I dropped off there.



        15               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  I think we've lost



        16      her.



        17               Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, we're not able to



        18      hear what you're saying.  I don't know if you've



        19      stepped into a different space.



        20               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  While we're waiting



        21      for that, this is Director Bagneris, and my



        22      position has not changed on the letter.  I



        23      appreciate the fact that it was reworked, but I



        24      will not be supporting this letter.



        25               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director
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         1      Bagneris.



         2               Is Director Pham on the line?



         3               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  No, he's not.



         4               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Michele, with



         5      Natalie's bad connection, do you have any color as



         6      to the importance of sort of getting the financial



         7      loss on the record with the State?



         8               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Well, you know, the



         9      gun shows have -- typically, there have been up to



        10      five shows per year, per calendar year.  There have



        11      been years where the revenue generated from those



        12      contracts is close to a million dollars, and that



        13      would include the rental fees, staffing fees,



        14      equipment fees, and then, of course, the parking



        15      fees and commissions on food and beverage



        16      associated with the show.



        17               So I can -- certainly speaking as the CEO



        18      of this organization, I'm concerned anytime we



        19      would lose a million dollars in revenue, take out



        20      the topic altogether.  It is a loss to the



        21      organization.



        22               Can it be replaced?  It absolutely can be



        23      replaced, but it can't be replaced overnight.  Our



        24      sales team is very good at generating interest in



        25      new business, and our events team is phenomenal at
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         1      servicing our events that come back year after



         2      year.



         3               So I have faith that they can replace the



         4      business, but it's not going to happen overnight.



         5      And it will definitely have an impact on our



         6      revenue stream for the year, but there is demand



         7      for this property.



         8               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  And is there any --



         9      I mean, I guess is there a thought that we would be



        10      able to receive funds from the State if we make



        11      them aware of this loss, or what's the kind of



        12      thinking behind getting this on the record?



        13               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  I have not heard of



        14      any support that is pending, and I would be very



        15      surprised if the State, you know, offered any



        16      replacement funds.



        17               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Okay.  Well, this is



        18      Director Kovacevich again.  I haven't given my



        19      comment, but just have been listening to everybody,



        20      and it's been good to hear everyone's perspective



        21      on this.



        22               I agree with putting the specifics around,



        23      you know, people's feelings around the gun show to



        24      the side.  I don't think it's relevant to what



        25      we're discussing here.
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         1               I think the events have transpired.  We



         2      are in this situation.  We're debating whether or



         3      not to send this letter to the governor, and my



         4      opinion is I don't see the merit there, the fruit



         5      that this letter would yield.



         6               And I think also I'm a believer in kind of



         7      picking your battles, and I want to make sure that,



         8      you know, if there's something where we do really



         9      need the governor to support us, that we use, you



        10      know, our voice at that time to hopefully get an



        11      outcome that's needed; right?



        12               And I think in this scenario --



        13      fortunately, we're in a good financial position



        14      that even with this loss -- and as a business



        15      owner, I hate to see a financial loss also,



        16      specifically targeted solely at our fair versus the



        17      rest of the fair.  It doesn't seem fair, pun



        18      intended.



        19               But that said, I don't see this letter



        20      resulting in recouping funds.



        21               I also think that there may come a time



        22      where we are in need, and I think that would be a



        23      better time to submit a plea to the governor.



        24               So in light of the fact that I don't see



        25      much fruit bearing out of sending this letter and
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         1      potentially the opposite occurring, where, you



         2      know, the governor has demonstrated his support for



         3      signing these types of bills, you know, I wouldn't



         4      want to look like we're, you know, putting this out



         5      there.



         6               I think the letter's written really well,



         7      and I don't think it would come across that way,



         8      but just to avoid that, I'm going to take the



         9      position of voting against sending the letter at



        10      this time.



        11               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I believe we've



        12      heard from all the directors.  Let me provide my



        13      comments before we move on.



        14               Between being a government employee and



        15      being a government volunteer, as I am now, I've



        16      been doing this for 57 years, and I've spent many



        17      hours evaluating the process of how the legislative



        18      process works at the state level.  The bottom line



        19      is:  It is what it is.  There is now a matter on



        20      the desk of Governor Newsom.  He will either sign



        21      it or it will automatically go into law on the 10th



        22      of October or he will veto it.



        23               I agree with our new director.  I believe



        24      both the dialogue we've had today as a board and



        25      the dialogue we had on the 13th -- I'm sure the
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         1      governor is very aware of the economic issues that



         2      the 32nd DAA will be facing.



         3               I do have the same concern that



         4      Director Ruiz mentioned, that -- only applying to



         5      the 32nd DAA, but that's the way the process works.



         6      That's -- the legislature has spoken.  Now we just



         7      wait for the governor.



         8               I agree with Director Kovacevich.  I'm a



         9      firm believer in choosing one's battles in terms of



        10      what is important.



        11               I compliment the staff.  Michele, I think,



        12      did a fantastic job of incorporating into the draft



        13      what the board's discussion was on the 13th.



        14               All of that being said, I would like to



        15      entertain a motion that we table this matter.



        16               Is there a --



        17               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Mr. La Belle, is there



        18      a reason to table this?  Or just let it pass?  We



        19      either need a motion that says we're going to send



        20      the letter, or I don't think we need a motion at



        21      all.  I don't think we need to table it.



        22               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  The option is take



        23      no action at all.



        24               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.



        25               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  But tabling it,
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         1      that's basically no action.  So -- but it's up



         2      to -- if there's a motion to --



         3               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  This is Director



         4      Rubalcava.  I hope you can hear me at this time.



         5               But I would like to make a motion to send



         6      the letter to the governor.  And I would also like



         7      to make one comment.



         8               This letter is not going to create



         9      comprehensive change.  We're simply getting it on



        10      the record.  I'm not really sure what the issue is



        11      with our other board members who just don't want to



        12      get it on the record, regardless of whether or not



        13      the governor is aware of this.  This is part of the



        14      process.



        15               So I would like to make a motion to go



        16      ahead and vote to send the letter.



        17               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  There is a



        18      motion from Chair Garcia to send the letter.



        19               Is there a second?



        20               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  This is



        21      Sandra Cervantes.  I second.



        22               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  We have a



        23      motion and a second on the floor to send the



        24      letter.



        25               Is there any further discussion on the
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         1      part of the board?



         2               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I call for the



         3      previous question.  I think we have had plenty of



         4      discussion.



         5               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  The question



         6      has been called.  The question has been called.



         7               Summer, can you call the roll, please?



         8               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.



         9               Chair Rubalcava-Garcia.



        10               CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.



        11               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Vice Chair La Belle.



        12               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  No.



        13               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Cervantes.



        14               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.



        15               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.



        16               (No response.)



        17               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.



        18               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  I'm sorry.  That's a "yes"



        19      for me.



        20               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.



        21               Director Bagneris.



        22               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  No.



        23               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Aitken.



        24               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  No.



        25               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Kovacevich.
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         1               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  No.



         2               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  And Director Rafiei.



         3               DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  No.



         4               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  The motion



         5      fails.



         6               Let's move on to Item 8F.



         7               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Okay.  8F is kind of



         8      on the same topic.  The bill, SB264, banning gun



         9      shows at the OC Fair and Events Center -- it



        10      actually has an exemption in the bill that excludes



        11      any rental agreements that are in place prior to



        12      the bill's effective date of January 1st, and that



        13      should be 2022.  My apologies for that typo.



        14               The promoter of Cross-Roads of the West



        15      gun shows has approached us about whether or not



        16      the board would consider preapproving its rental



        17      agreements for 2022.  Currently, there are five



        18      dates that are on the calendar for -- our booking



        19      calendar for those shows.



        20               At the same time, the promoter



        21      acknowledged prior conversations by the board



        22      regarding those precursor firearm -- or firearm



        23      precursor parts, or commonly known as ghost guns,



        24      and has offered to consider eliminating those



        25      exhibitors from its 2022 shows, if approved.
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         1               So the matter before the board would be



         2      whether the board would approve the gun shows those



         3      dates for 2022, which would include shows in



         4      January, March, June, August, and November of 2022.



         5               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.



         6               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  This is Director --



         7               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Go ahead, Director.



         8               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Go ahead.



         9               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  But if you'd like to



        10      comment at this time, go ahead.



        11               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  I was just going to ask if



        12      there was any public comments as well.  I'm sorry.



        13      Let's go ahead and take those first.



        14               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Great.  No problem.



        15      Great.  Thank you.



        16               Any public comments, Summer?



        17               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes, we do.  Ash Alvandi,



        18      If you want to make public comment, I have you on



        19      the list still, followed by Rose Ann Sharp,



        20      Ira Sharp, Julia Demlow.  We'll take those first.



        21               MR. ALVANDI:  Thanks, Summer.  No comment



        22      at this time, but I will go ahead and put my



        23      contact info in the chat if anybody would like to



        24      reach out to the senator's office.



        25               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you.
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         1               Rose Ann Sharp, are you ready?



         2               MS. SHARP:  Yes.  I'd like to continue



         3      with the discussion about best business practices.



         4               27 years, I dealt with contracts with



         5      entities like the Supreme Court of the



         6      United States and major international litigation



         7      law firms.  I oppose the board's efforts to



         8      circumvent the intent of SB264 by preapproving



         9      contracts with Cross-Roads up to a year in advance.



        10               Here are my reasons:  There is no



        11      precedence order for Cross-Roads to preauthorize



        12      2022 contracts except to circumvent SB264.



        13               In circumventing the intent of SB264, you



        14      are basically telling the community that your power



        15      overrides the power of its elected officials.



        16               I am surprised that in your contract



        17      negotiations, you do not have a similar clause.



        18      Mr. Templeton is a convicted felon, among his



        19      activities of selling guns to white South Africans



        20      during the apartheid.  I believe that his, quote,



        21      "We will consider" stance on ghost guns is the



        22      same.



        23               He knows what ghost guns are doing to



        24      thwart California's gun laws, and he thinks he has



        25      the power to consider whether or not to sell them.
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         1               I am appalled that you would consider a



         2      contract that would not restrict those sales.  It



         3      is your job to protect the community, and there is



         4      no doubt that those guns put our recent citizens at



         5      greater risk.



         6               In your relationship with Mr. Templeton,



         7      you are the customer, and somehow he thinks



         8      otherwise.



         9               Governor Newsom has stated that if



        10      California continues to permit the sale of firearms



        11      and ammunition on state-owned property, we are



        12      sending a signal that we value the sale of firearms



        13      above the lives of Americans.



        14               There is no need for you to protect



        15      Mr. Templeton's business over the lives of our



        16      communities.  For too long, the NRA and



        17      Mr. Templeton has said, "We are legal."



        18               What are -- what they really are are



        19      mercenaries sending guns into our communities just



        20      like they did in South Africa.



        21               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.



        22               Ira Sharp, when you're ready.



        23               MR. SHARP:  I have no comment at this



        24      time.



        25               SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.
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         1               Julia Demlow, when you're ready.



         2               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Julia, are you still



         3      there?



         4               MS. DEMLOW:  Yeah.  I think I unmuted.



         5               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Go ahead.



         6               MS. DEMLOW:  Okay.  You can hear me?



         7      Perfect.



         8               I would like to reiterate Rose Ann Sharp's



         9      comments.  She has outlined pretty much what I was



        10      going to say.



        11               The only addition to her is to share with



        12      you the fact that there has never been a precedent



        13      before.  The board has never preapproved a year in



        14      advance on any type of contracts like this and



        15      never in regards to the gun show.



        16               I haven't even seen the board yet approve



        17      the November 2021 gun show contract, currently on



        18      the Cross-Roads calendar, for over Thanksgiving,



        19      which would have been a perfectly viable gun show



        20      even prior to the SB264 law.



        21               So I am asking the board not to consider



        22      this offer by Bob Templeton.  I have concerns in



        23      regards of setting precedent of preapproving



        24      contracts for years in advance.



        25               And also, I have concerns with the





                                                                               79

�









         1      good-faith effort that Bob Templeton has written to



         2      the board offering just to consider eliminating the



         3      vendor's precursor parts, when, as -- when, as we



         4      know, the majority of sales that are done at gun



         5      shows are in ghost guns, and this would be a



         6      definite reduction in his revenue if he actually



         7      eliminated those exhibitors.



         8               So I find it highly improbable that he



         9      would move forward with that.  And, therefore, I do



        10      not support the board in preapproving 2022 gun



        11      shows on their property.



        12               Thank you.



        13               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.



        14               I'll call the next group of speakers:



        15      Susan Lew followed by Peter Stein, Mary Blek and/or



        16      Charles Blek, and Gibran Stout.



        17               Susan, when you're ready.



        18               MS. LEW:  Thank you.  Can you hear me?



        19               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.



        20               MS. LEW:  Yes.  Thank you so much.



        21               I am an OC resident, a parent, and a



        22      public health professional.  I think that there are



        23      already too many guns in circulation in our country



        24      as a whole.



        25               It is both common sense and
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         1      well-established in crime research and gun violence



         2      research that more guns in circulation means more



         3      crimes and more gun deaths, such as suicide and



         4      accidents.



         5               We elected Senator Min specifically for



         6      this reason.  I will be very proud to see my county



         7      be a model in reducing guns in circulation by



         8      banning gun shows on our publicly funded



         9      fairgrounds for public health and safety reasons.



        10               The voters elected Senator Min.  Please do



        11      not approve any gun shows for 2022.  Doing so would



        12      go against the spirit of SB264 and against the will



        13      of the voters and the families and the communities



        14      that you serve.



        15               Thank you.



        16               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.



        17               Peter Stein, when you're ready.



        18               MR. STEIN:  Hi.  Hello?



        19               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yeah.  Go ahead.



        20               MR. STEIN:  I just want to say -- I mean,



        21      Julia and Rose Ann have said more or less what I



        22      wanted to say better than I could say it, but I



        23      just want to go on record and say that this would



        24      be clearly and intentionally, given that there's no



        25      precedent, circumventing the bill that was passed.
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         1      There's no question that that's the goal of this



         2      and that there's no other reason to preapprove



         3      these.



         4               And Senator Min was elected, in large



         5      part, on this and other promises.  The community



         6      supports it, and you would be doing this despite



         7      the support of the community for this ban.



         8               And I would also emphasize that I'm



         9      skeptical of the consideration to eliminate the



        10      sale of ghost guns.  And if you do want to go ahead



        11      and -- if you do go ahead and allow this, or if you



        12      do go ahead and approve these contracts against



        13      the -- not just the spirit, but in circumvention of



        14      the law, that you at least do so with the



        15      elimination of sale of ghost guns actually in the



        16      contract rather than just having a vague



        17      consideration.



        18               Thank you.



        19               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you, Peter.



        20               Mary Blek, when you're ready.



        21               MS. BLEK:  Good morning.  Can you hear me?



        22               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.



        23               MS. BLEK:  Okay.  My name is Mary Lee



        24      Blek.  I have become involved in the gun violence



        25      prevention movement since 1995 following the death
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         1      of our son, Matthew, who was shot in the summer of



         2      1994.



         3               Many of my comments have been spoken that



         4      I had in my prepared cheat sheet here, but I do



         5      want to reiterate again the strong support in our



         6      community not to have a gun show.



         7               As noted in Senator Min's letter to this



         8      board, there is clear linkage between firearm sales



         9      and gun violence, and certainly Orange County is



        10      not immune.



        11               As a state taxpayer, I do not want the



        12      promotion and facilitation of sales of firearms,



        13      ammunition, and ghost gun kits at our Orange County



        14      Fairground.



        15               Does it not seem incongruent to everyone



        16      that we facilitate selling these items during an



        17      epidemic of gun violence and then turn around and



        18      pay more taxes for all the resulting carnage that



        19      runs into billions in California?



        20               However, as much as this is costing me



        21      financially as a taxpayer, it pales in comparison



        22      to the personal loss and grief in the murder of our



        23      beloved son, who was shot with a handgun held in



        24      the hands of a young person who was able to get a



        25      gun through illegal channels.
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         1               And may I remind everyone that guns don't



         2      fall from the sky.  They begin with a legal



         3      purchase and then go into the illegal market.



         4               Unfortunately, I am not alone in this



         5      grief.  And more importantly, it is preventable.



         6      One can purchase a gun at a federally licensed gun



         7      dealer shop.  It is a very important decision to



         8      purchase a gun.  One could say it's a grave



         9      decision.



        10               Research has shown that a gun in the home



        11      carries significant risks of suicide, homicide, and



        12      unintentional injuries.



        13               Our fairgrounds should be -- and I use the



        14      word "family-friendly," not where children can get



        15      a free watch, a free entrance to watch dad buy a



        16      gun in a carnival-like atmosphere.  Think depressed



        17      teen or a curious ten-year-old.



        18               Thank you for allowing me to speak.



        19               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you, Mary.



        20               Charles Blek, if you wanted to speak.



        21               MR. BLEK:  Just a sentence, please.



        22      Having enjoyed 53 years of marriage to a fantastic



        23      lady, I absolutely support Mary Lee's comments in



        24      all regards.



        25               Thank you.
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         1               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.



         2               Gibran Stout, when you're ready.



         3               (No response.)



         4               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Gibran, are you there?



         5               MS. STOUT:  Yeah.  I'm here.  Can you hear



         6      me?



         7               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yeah.  Go ahead, Gibran.



         8               MS. STOUT:  Okay.  Sorry.  All right.



         9               While I may not agree with other



        10      viewpoints, I am grateful for the First Amendment,



        11      which gives everyone the right to express their



        12      opinion on any and every item.



        13               I know that currently it is a fact that



        14      the Second Amendment protects the right to bear



        15      arms.  Whether or not you like it or agree with it,



        16      I think that the effort should be changing that.



        17               And while I may not agree with every bill



        18      or law, I do respect majority rules, and I think



        19      that as long as a business and their activities are



        20      in accordance with state and local laws on gun



        21      control, which I do support, it is wrong for



        22      Sacramento to tell the board which contracts they



        23      can and cannot do business with.



        24               So if the voters choose to ban gun sales



        25      at all fairgrounds, so be it.
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         1               I wanted to point out, too, and let the



         2      new director know that the reason we don't have



         3      cannabis on site is because local ordinances and



         4      businesses prohibit it.  So that is one of the



         5      challenges.



         6               But currently the Cross-Roads event is



         7      legal under state and federal law.  In the current



         8      economy, it is certainly not good business to turn



         9      away any legal business.



        10               And the operator has offered to amend the



        11      contract to eliminate any ghost gun sales.  So I



        12      think that speaks volumes.



        13               An earlier speaker mentioned a woman



        14      breast-feeding in the middle of the gun show.  And



        15      that seems to me to be the very definition of a



        16      safe, family-friendly event.



        17               Additionally, as a daily user of the



        18      property of the equestrian center, I am here for



        19      the many, many, many events of the OCFEC.  I will



        20      say that many events foster loud and unruly



        21      behavior, which is often seen during car rallies



        22      and concerts, as well as the fair itself.



        23               However, I can honestly say that none of



        24      this behavior has ever been observed during the



        25      Cross-Roads event, and I usually don't even know
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         1      it's happening.



         2               You have been chosen not to support spirit



         3      of laws, but actual laws.  I urge you not to throw



         4      away nearly a million dollars of income and to buy



         5      yourselves some time and opportunity to replace



         6      that income for coming years.



         7               I urge you, please, approve the contract.



         8      It's one more year.  It buys you some time to



         9      replace that income.  That's a lot of money.



        10               And I think by approving the Cross-Roads



        11      contract, you send a message that local business



        12      and economy recovery are the priority.  And I just



        13      urge you to do that.



        14               Thank you so much.



        15               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.



        16               For the last three speakers, Piper Benom,



        17      followed by William Ortiz, and then Tiffany



        18      Cheuvront, C-H-E-U-V-R-O-N-T.



        19               Piper, when you're ready.



        20               MS. BENOM:  Hi.  Okay.  Thank you.



        21               I just want to say that preapproving



        22      contracts with Cross-Roads of the West would be a



        23      bold political statement.  It's in direct contrast



        24      to the community that you serve.



        25               Gun shows are more than a source of
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         1      revenue.  Look at the impact guns have on our



         2      society.  This board cannot in good conscience



         3      allow gun shows -- any more gun shows at the



         4      fairground.



         5               The failed recall of our governor should



         6      be a reminder to this board what our community



         7      wants and what we value.



         8               It's really simple:  More guns means more



         9      gun violence.  We don't need any more guns in



        10      Orange County.  I just urge you to do the right



        11      thing for our community and -- as a reflection of



        12      what we have voted for.



        13               Thank you.



        14               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.



        15               William Ortiz, when you're ready.



        16               MR. ORTIZ:  Thank you for the opportunity



        17      again.



        18               I understand this motion is to approve a



        19      schedule.  However, it seems like the conversation



        20      has turned over to the banning gun shows again and



        21      just on the premise that they're a danger to the



        22      community, and nothing can be -- could be more



        23      disingenuous and farther from the truth.



        24               I personally attended gun shows in the



        25      community.  I can attest they're just as safe as
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         1      any other public event, and it just seems that



         2      the -- to just not approve it would be -- would



         3      mean to be against a community of gun owners and



         4      legal gun owners and the legal activities that are



         5      protected by the U.S. constitution.



         6               The purchase of a gun is a personal



         7      choice, but it is protected for all citizens.



         8      Purchasing or fabricating a firearm for personal



         9      use is a legal activity that goes back to the



        10      founding years of this country.



        11               The sales of firearms and firearm parts



        12      and ammunition is highly regulated in California,



        13      and these laws apply no matter where the



        14      transaction takes place in this state.



        15               We already have laws that deal with ghost



        16      guns, so-called ghost guns, that a certain number



        17      must be provided and must be registered just like



        18      any other guns.



        19               Besides, they require a special tool and



        20      knowledge to make them.  So these numbers are



        21      really minimum.



        22               But besides the point, the voting will



        23      mean that the gun show will not be in our



        24      community, which is a direct attack to law-abiding



        25      citizens and businesses.
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         1               So I do support that gun shows be --



         2      continue to be allowed in the OC Fair.



         3               Thank you for the opportunity.



         4               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you.



         5               Tiffany Cheuvront, when you're ready.



         6               MS. CHEUVRONT:  Good morning.



         7               My name is Tiffany Cheuvront.  I'm with



         8      Cross-Roads of the West and also with California



         9      Rifle and Pistol Association, as their



        10      representatives.



        11               I'm a bit concerned this morning that the



        12      people -- many of the people that I see on the call



        13      are not even from Orange County.  They are actually



        14      from San Diego.  They are trying to -- attempting



        15      to persuade Orange County to take some of the steps



        16      that were very detrimental in Del Mar.



        17               And in Del Mar, they used their persuasion



        18      to get that board to ban gun shows there, and it



        19      was not good for the fairgrounds.  They actually



        20      lost in federal court, and that -- the fairgrounds



        21      had to pay the fees, not the State.



        22               So when you talk about whether or not you



        23      want to continue these shows, I think it's more



        24      than just the $1 million in economic costs that you



        25      have at stake here.  There are legal costs that
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         1      could potentially come to this board, and there is



         2      very good precedent for that in federal court.



         3               My other concern is from the comments of



         4      Ms. Sharp.  She knows full well that the promoters



         5      of this show are approved by the DOJ, had



         6      everything in order, and had all the requirements



         7      that are necessary for promoting a lawful gun show



         8      in California.



         9               She knows this, yet she keeps bringing it



        10      up in hopes that you'll put -- it will put some



        11      doubt into your minds about the person that you've



        12      been working with for 20 years.



        13               It keeps coming up about safety at these



        14      gun shows.  I have to say that all of these



        15      statistics that are thrown around -- you know, for



        16      general people who don't understand what's going



        17      on, they are concerning, but not one of those



        18      statistics has anything to do with this gun show.



        19               Someone mentioned that you can buy a gun



        20      at a brick-and-mortar store.  That's true.  But did



        21      you know that the restrictions on purchasing a



        22      firearm or ammunition or prickers or parts at a gun



        23      show are the same if not a little bit more rigid



        24      than buying at a gun shop?  They're the same or



        25      more.
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         1               And there are law enforcement there.



         2      There are security people there.  This is not a



         3      location where criminals are getting their



         4      firearms.  Not one criminal activity in



         5      Orange County is linked to the Orange County gun



         6      show, and part of that is because this board has



         7      security measures in place.  The promoters have



         8      security measures in place.  And so does the DOJ



         9      and law enforcement.  To say anything else is just



        10      completely disingenuous.



        11               I think it's interesting that we -- in the



        12      comments that I've heard so far, we have to define



        13      what "family-friendly" is based on certain



        14      considerations by particular people.



        15               There are many --



        16               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  That is time.



        17               MS. CHEUVRONT:  There are many people in



        18      Orange County that consider this family-friendly,



        19      and you should approve the contract.



        20               Thank you.



        21               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.



        22               We have one more speaker, Niccolas.  When



        23      you're ready.



        24               NICCOLAS:  Hi.  Can you hear me?



        25               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.
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         1               NICCOLAS:  All right.  Thank you.



         2               I'd just like to thank the board once more



         3      for allowing me to speak, and thank you for your



         4      time.



         5               Just briefly, I do want to voice my



         6      support for the approval, considering that, you



         7      know, we are -- you are going to be out a million



         8      dollars if and when this passes; and to be able to



         9      tide you over to the next budget year, I think, is



        10      fiscally responsible for the board, to consider



        11      that, you know, you have some source of revenue to



        12      replace.



        13               We are one of the profitable ones in the



        14      state.  Why not keep it that way?  Why chalk up a



        15      loss?  I mean, in any sense, I think it's good



        16      business, on the terms of a business owner, and I



        17      think that -- I still would love to be able to take



        18      my family to an event.  And I understand all and



        19      respect all the viewpoints given, and I appreciate



        20      your time, and I would just like to say that vote



        21      an approval of the contracts.



        22               Thank you very much.



        23               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  And apologies.  We have a



        24      couple more people that would like to speak.



        25               Jeanine Robbins, followed by Pat, if --
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         1      Pat, if you would like to speak, you would be after



         2      Jeanine Robbins.



         3               Jeanine, when you're ready.



         4               MS. ROBBINS:  Good morning.  My name is



         5      Jeanine Robbins, and as an owner of a business that



         6      has operated on the fairgrounds for 42 years now,



         7      as a small business owner, I certainly understand



         8      what it is to have the rug pulled out from under



         9      you.



        10               Now, you have the gun show, and whether



        11      you're pro guns or anti guns, it is composed of



        12      small businesses who are doing their best to come



        13      back after a year that nobody in their wildest



        14      imagination could have dreamt would have happened.



        15      So -- and to make up that money is not as easy as



        16      some of the board members think.



        17               Just for the newest board member, who I --



        18      we don't know yet, you mentioned the event, I



        19      believe, in Santa Rosa, the cannabis event.  This



        20      Fair board has voted against any kind of cannabis



        21      events.



        22               And as an owner of Paradise Cigars, we



        23      have sold glassware on the property for a dozen



        24      years, at both the swap meet and the fair; and in



        25      June of this year, they decided that we were no
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         1      longer allowed to sell that, so I have a living



         2      room full of glassware, so I do understand what



         3      it's like to have something happen unexpectedly.



         4               I think that the contracts for next year



         5      should be approved.  I think that the business



         6      owners need that time to reevaluate their



         7      businesses.  And I think that the fairgrounds does



         8      need the money.



         9               So that -- I mean, if things change on the



        10      cannabis, that would be great, but I don't



        11      anticipate that happening when they won't even



        12      allow the sale of a pipe on the property.



        13               So I sincerely doubt that we will make it



        14      up in cannabis sales.



        15               So -- all right.  Thank you.



        16               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  All right.  Thank you,



        17      Jeanine.



        18               Pat, did you want to speak?  You have your



        19      hand raised.



        20               MR. BURTON:  Yes.  Thank you.  I just



        21      wanted to say that this has been made largely about



        22      the economics, and I just want to take it back to



        23      the issue that it's really about.



        24               Certainly you guys have an economic



        25      responsibility.  Absolutely.  But taking it back to
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         1      the issue that's really at heart, and that's the



         2      rights of law-abiding people.



         3               And so I would just urge you to do the



         4      right thing and preapprove these contracts,



         5      protecting the rights of law-abiding people.



         6               Also, secondarily, I would just like to



         7      thank you for the opportunity to speak and to say



         8      that -- take advantage of this opportunity that



         9      this bill gives you to preapprove these contracts



        10      so that when this clearly unconstitutional law is



        11      challenged, during that time, law-abiding people



        12      still have the right to exercise their rights at



        13      these family-friendly, as has been established,



        14      safe events of gun shows while this law can be



        15      challenged, by them giving you the opportunity to



        16      preapprove.



        17               So once again, I would just take it back



        18      to the issue at heart, and that's protecting the



        19      rights of law-abiding people, please.



        20               So I would urge you to take advantage of



        21      this opportunity they've given you and preapprove



        22      these contracts while the legality of this law can



        23      be dealt with, if it is signed by the governor.



        24               So thank you, once again, for the



        25      opportunity to address you, and have a great day.
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         1               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Thank you.



         2               That's all I have for public comment,



         3      unless there's any other members on the line that



         4      would like to speak.



         5               State your name now, please.



         6               (No response.)



         7               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Hearing none, Vice Chair



         8      La Belle, I turn it back over to you.



         9               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Summer.



        10               Let's open it up to the board for



        11      comments.



        12               Board comments at this point in time or



        13      questions?



        14               Go ahead.  I'm sorry.  Yes.  Go ahead.



        15               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Okay.  Thank you.  Thank



        16      you, Vice-Chair.



        17               You know, there was a lot of important and



        18      good points brought up by a lot of speakers here.



        19      I think this has been turned into a -- you know, by



        20      the way some of the speakers -- by their comments,



        21      into whether this board supports the governor,



        22      whether this board supports guns.  It's not any of



        23      that.



        24               I think just about all of us support the



        25      governor.  I support the governor.  My organization
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         1      that I belong to strongly supports the governor.



         2      As a matter of fact, we were one of his first



         3      sponsors when he first ran for office.  So it's not



         4      about any of that here.  This is about the



         5      financial impact to this 32nd DAA.



         6               You know, we can get caught up on some of



         7      these comments people are saying that we're having



         8      guns in a carnival-like atmosphere, and that's not



         9      true here.



        10               The way some these comments sound is that



        11      we're having a medieval gun show here, which



        12      couldn't be further from the truth.  This was



        13      approved by the Department of Justice.



        14               As one speaker said, there are great



        15      security measures.  You can't walk in here and buy



        16      a gun illegally.



        17               We have just two or three gun shops within



        18      a 5-mile radius of our grounds, and my heart -- my



        19      heart goes out to those people who spoke that they



        20      lost family members.  I have lost family members,



        21      uncles, nephews here in Orange County who were



        22      victims of gun violence.  That's tragic.  I'm not



        23      going to dispute that.



        24               But this here -- the approval of this gun



        25      show, I think, just got lost in people thinking
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         1      that we're having an illegal gun show, that we're



         2      selling guns during fair time.  That's the way all



         3      this was made out to sound like.



         4               And I just wanted to say that that's not



         5      true.  That's not what we're doing here.  I would



         6      be in favor of approving this for the sole reason



         7      because now I know it's going to go away, and this



         8      would buy us time, a year, at least, for us as a



         9      board to come up with another solution to replace



        10      the money that we're going to lose.



        11               Jeanine Robbins was right -- is right.



        12      We're not going to come up with a solution



        13      overnight and replace this money overnight.  If



        14      cannabis it is -- if cannabis gets approved on our



        15      grounds sometime down the line, sure.  Let's have



        16      it.  That's fine.



        17               And just -- I just wanted to say, you



        18      know, again, people say:  Well, this is not a



        19      family-friendly atmosphere.  I'm just going to tell



        20      you one quick story.



        21               My neighbors, who are Muslim, I invited



        22      them.  They are good friends of mine.  I come over



        23      to their house.  They come to mine.  I invited them



        24      to go to the fair.  They invited their in-laws.



        25               An hour into the fair, they said, "We're
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         1      going to leave."



         2               I said, "Why?"



         3               And they said, "Well, there's too much



         4      flesh being exposed and there's too much alcohol



         5      with people.  This is not family-friendly to watch,



         6      so we're going to leave."



         7               So I said, "That's fine.  I respect that,



         8      and that's too bad you see it that way."



         9               So again, what is -- what's



        10      family-friendly to some may not be to others.



        11               So this is not what this is about.  This



        12      is about, again, the financial impact to this



        13      ground, and as a steward of this ground, that



        14      definitely concerns me, and I would definitely be



        15      in favor of approving this, again, to buy us time



        16      to come up with something else as a board that will



        17      supplement this income that we're about to lose.



        18               Thank you.



        19               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Director La Belle, may I



        20      make a comment?



        21               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  Go ahead,



        22      Director.



        23               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yeah.  I would like



        24      to -- I really appreciate what Director Ruiz said.



        25      We are not only, you know, family members together,
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         1      as a fair family.  We are friends.  And I know from



         2      my heart, having been through most meetings where



         3      we agree on the direction of the fair, that it is



         4      hard when we have issues like this, where we don't



         5      agree, because I do truly believe that we all in



         6      our heart are doing what we think is the best, as



         7      stewards of the fair.



         8               And just to Mr. and Mrs. Blek, you know,



         9      my heart goes out to you, to the loss of your son.



        10      That just -- that breaks my heart, and



        11      congratulations on 50 years -- 53 years of



        12      marriage.  My parents just celebrated 58, so you



        13      are leaders not only in your community, but on that



        14      issue as well, so congratulations.



        15               I think this argument today has turned a



        16      little bit from kind of the issue to an economic



        17      argument, and so I would like to, given that I'm on



        18      the record on this issue, just kind of briefly



        19      address that.



        20               Director La Belle and I, who have been



        21      here since a time -- a time that history forgot,



        22      being on the board as the longest serving board



        23      members -- I remember bringing up the issue of



        24      smoking during the fair time, and year one when I



        25      brought up the issue, that I was with my small
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         1      children in the children's carnival and people were



         2      openly smoking all sorts of things in a kids'



         3      carnival, and that upset me, as a brand-new board



         4      member.



         5               There was a lot of push-back on that, that



         6      that's just what the fair atmosphere is like.



         7               The second year when I brought up this



         8      issue, we were able to -- I was able to get my



         9      fellow board members to agree that we were not



        10      going to have smoking in the kids' carnival, one



        11      small area of the fair.  And we got a tremendous



        12      amount of feedback -- positive feedback on that



        13      issue.



        14               The third year I brought it up again.  We



        15      went to nonsmoking sections at the fair, which were



        16      very hard, obviously, on our staff to enforce.



        17               And by the fourth year that I brought this



        18      up, we ended up making the fairground a nonsmoking



        19      fair.



        20               And I bring this up only to say that



        21      change is hard.  There were economic arguments that



        22      were brought up every single year that I fought for



        23      this issue because it was change, and change is



        24      difficult, and change is hard.



        25               But the amount of positivity and the
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         1      amount of families that wrote us letters saying



         2      they would now come to the fair or they were now



         3      excited to come back to the fair because it was



         4      nonsmoking and because we out -- you know, we



         5      banned smoking from the kids' carnival, gave us



         6      kind of the gravitas to keep moving forward.



         7               So yes, economic arguments are important,



         8      but I think it's because you are going into the



         9      unknown, not because it is going to be devastating



        10      to our fair's bottom line.



        11               So I just want to kind of bring in that



        12      piece of history, that, yes, change is hard, but



        13      sometimes change is the right thing to do.



        14               Thank you very much for your time.



        15               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director



        16      Aitken.



        17               Are there further comments from board



        18      members?



        19               DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  This is Director Rafiei.



        20      Just a few comments to make.  I want to, again,



        21      thank everyone for their work.



        22               I have been watching the meetings, so I



        23      kind of know where everyone's leaning on this



        24      issue.



        25               For me, just seeing the last discussion
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         1      that we had, where we voted to not send an



         2      unnecessary letter to the governor on this issue,



         3      would mean that by voting to put these contracts



         4      in, precedence or not, is just a political move at



         5      this point.



         6               If we are trying to not be political, this



         7      would be a hyperpolitical move to fast-forward



         8      these contracts for something that is clearly not



         9      going to be moving forward otherwise.



        10               So I'm going to not support us signing



        11      these contracts ahead of time.



        12               As a business owner, as an entrepreneur,



        13      as a job creator myself, I understand what small



        14      businesses face in these uncertain times, but as a



        15      small business owner, I never count my chickens



        16      before they're hatched, so I'm hopeful that the



        17      small businesses that are going to be participating



        18      in this wouldn't be counting on this a year in



        19      advance since there's no signed contracts.  And we



        20      move forward from there.



        21               Thanks for the opportunity.  Thank you.



        22               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director



        23      Rafiei.



        24               I'd like to at this point ask a question



        25      of Josh Caplan, if I could.
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         1               Josh, refresh my memory.  I know we've



         2      discussed this in the past.  At some point in time,



         3      ghost guns are going to be totally illegal in



         4      California.



         5               Am I correct in that understanding?  But



         6      it's still a few years off; is that correct?



         7               MR. CAPLAN:  Director La Belle, I'm not



         8      necessarily an expert on firearms law, and I would



         9      caution the use of the term "ghost guns."



        10               The term "ghost guns," as far as I know,



        11      is not a legal term that is used in any pending



        12      legislation in California.  I think it refers to



        13      "firearm precursor parts."



        14               I think there is legislation that would



        15      take effect in a few years, but, again, I am not



        16      prepared today to be able to tell the board



        17      specifically where to find that -- those bills or



        18      make any specific bill citations.



        19               I'm sure you're looking for more helpful



        20      information, but that's all that I can provide the



        21      board today.  I don't want to in any way mislead



        22      the public by providing any greater level of



        23      specificity.



        24               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Josh.



        25               With respect to that, is there any other
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         1      comments relative to this item?



         2               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.  This is Director



         3      Bagneris.  I would not like us to set a precedent



         4      to preapprove contracts.  And I know that this bill



         5      gives us that opportunity, but we don't know if the



         6      governor is going to sign or not sign.  We assume



         7      he's going to sign it.



         8               So I don't see a need to even deal with



         9      this matter at that time.  If he were not to sign



        10      it and we go back and this all falls apart, that we



        11      could come back and approve next year's gun show



        12      contract.  I don't think we need to preapprove



        13      them.



        14               And I would rather see us table this item



        15      until we know what the outcome of signing that bill



        16      is.



        17               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  This is Director



        18      Kovacevich.  I agree with Director Bagneris.  I



        19      think we should continue to proceed in our normal



        20      course.  And obviously if this goes -- if this law



        21      goes into effect, we won't be approving any gun



        22      shows.



        23               But I agree that we should continue to



        24      proceed as we normally would and, you know, see how



        25      this bill progresses at the governor's desk and go
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         1      from there.



         2               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Any further board's



         3      comments?



         4               (No response.)



         5               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Is there a motion



         6      that any board member would wish to make?



         7               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Director La Belle, I



         8      would make a motion to table this until January



         9      2022.



        10               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  And I second.



        11               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  We have a



        12      motion on the floor to table this with a second



        13      until January 2022.



        14               Is there any further discussion on this



        15      item?



        16               (No response.)



        17               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  With that, I would



        18      call the question.



        19               Summer, can you call the roll, please?



        20               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.



        21               And just for the record, Chairman



        22      Rubalcava-Garcia has dropped off the Zoom.



        23               So Vice Chair La Belle.



        24               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  On the motion to



        25      table?  Yes.
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         1               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Cervantes.



         2               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.



         3               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.



         4               (No response.)



         5               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Ruiz.



         6               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Oh.  That's a no.  I vote



         7      no.



         8               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Bagneris.



         9               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes, to table.



        10               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Aitken.



        11               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.



        12               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Director Kovacevich.



        13               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  Yes.



        14               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  And Director Rafiei.



        15               DIRECTOR RAFIEI:  Yes.



        16               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.



        17               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  This



        18      concludes this item.  We'll go back to Item 8A.



        19               Any member of the board like to take a



        20      five-minute break or should we continue to proceed?



        21      What's the pleasure of the board?



        22               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Five-minute break is



        23      great, yes.



        24               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Five-minute



        25      break, and then we'll reconvene at 11:20, give or
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         1      take a couple minutes.  And we'll begin with



         2      Item 8A at that point in time.



         3               Okay.  We're in recess now.



         4               (Recess.)



         5               (Roll was taken again after the break.)



         6               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  We're ready



         7      to go.



         8               Item 8A -- Michele, will you present the



         9      staff report on this, please?



        10               MS. RICHARDS:  I will.  Absolutely.



        11               This is an information item only.  As the



        12      board knows, I've been keeping you all informed of



        13      an initiative out of Sacramento to potentially form



        14      a joint powers authority.  It is in draft form at



        15      this point, but I wanted to give a little bit more



        16      background and share some additional information



        17      that I've learned in attending meetings.



        18               As you know, the OC Fair has a board seat



        19      on the California Fairs Alliance, which is made up



        20      of CEOs from throughout the -- fairgrounds



        21      throughout the state.



        22               This effort is in response to an item that



        23      was in -- from the governor that was in the current



        24      budget that talked about taking the next year "to



        25      transition the State's relationship with fairs" --
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         1      and I'm putting that in quotes because that was



         2      taken from the budget.



         3               So at the request of the governor's



         4      office, and with further direction from California



         5      Ag Secretary Karen Ross, a framework is being



         6      developed for a joint exercise of powers agreement



         7      to establish a California authority for fairgrounds



         8      and expositions.



         9               There is a draft proposal that goes into



        10      way more detail, but we've been told that that



        11      proposal is currently under review with the



        12      attorneys of the California Department of Food and



        13      Ag, and it has not yet been approved for release.



        14      So certainly as soon as it is, I will share that



        15      with the board.



        16               But here are some things that have been



        17      shared in recent meetings, is that the joint powers



        18      authority would be governed by a board located in



        19      Sacramento.  It would be comprised of 13 board



        20      members, one from each of the seven geographic



        21      areas that represent the current DAAs, one



        22      representing small fairs, one representing medium



        23      fairs, and one representing large fairs, another



        24      board member that would be appointed by Secretary



        25      Ross or the California Department of Food and Ag
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         1      secretary, one board member appointed by the



         2      director of the California Department of Finance,



         3      and one member from the rural county



         4      representatives of California, the RCRC.



         5               So it would be, you know, board members



         6      from those various public agencies.



         7               The primary purpose of the authority, just



         8      like all joint powers authorities, would be to



         9      develop and provide service programs and kind of



        10      central administration that would represent the



        11      common interests of the member fairs.



        12               Such services might include, for example,



        13      human resources, purchasing, procurement,



        14      contracting and legal services.



        15               It should be noted that the California



        16      Food and Ag code currently provides that DAAs can



        17      enter into joint powers agreements with the



        18      approval of the California Department of Food and



        19      Ag, and CDFA has been heavily involved in this



        20      process and does approve the participation of DAAs



        21      in that joint powers agreement.



        22               While the JPA board would oversee the



        23      property and the operation of the annual fairs,



        24      each member fair could form a local nonprofit



        25      organization that would maintain the fairgrounds
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         1      and manage its current programs, including the



         2      annual fair.



         3               Current DAA board directors could serve on



         4      those local nonprofit boards.



         5               And as it stands right now, DAA employees



         6      could either choose to maintain their status as



         7      California state civil service employees or



         8      potentially become employees of the local



         9      nonprofit.



        10               So in reading this, I know it generates



        11      more questions than answers at this point, and,



        12      unfortunately, I don't -- I don't have answers to



        13      those questions.



        14               But in an effort to keep the board and the



        15      public apprised of these efforts, I wanted to bring



        16      that forward today and certainly remain committed



        17      to providing the board any additional information



        18      and happy to, you know, stay on top of that draft



        19      proposal and provide that to the board when it's



        20      released -- or approved for release.



        21               So I'm happy to take any questions that



        22      anyone might have about this from the board.



        23               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.



        24               Are there any public comments, Summer?



        25               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  We have one, Reggie
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         1      Mundekis.



         2               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Why don't we go



         3      ahead and take the public comment, and then we'll



         4      go back to the board.



         5               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.  Reggie, when



         6      you're ready.



         7               MS. MUNDEKIS:  Hi.  I'm R-E-G-G-I-E,



         8      M-U-N-D-E-K-I-S.  Thank you for the opportunity to



         9      address you today.  Thank you to CEO Richards for



        10      keeping us updated on this issue.  Thank you.



        11               And in an effort to not make a long



        12      meeting any longer, I'm just going to hit some high



        13      points in my comments.  You've already received a



        14      long discussion of comments.



        15               One comment -- one question that came up



        16      today regarding the CAFE proposal is:  Does CAFE



        17      replace the current fairs and expositions branch in



        18      the California Department of Food and Agriculture?



        19               My second question deals with transition



        20      of fair management and operations to nonprofits.



        21      The annual fair is typically the largest single



        22      source of revenue at a fairground, which is a DAA



        23      for our discussions.



        24               And if you're transitioning the largest



        25      single source of revenue, you also need to
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         1      transition the current and future pension



         2      obligations and retiree health care costs to that



         3      nonprofit because if the nonprofit's getting the



         4      money, they need to take the costs that generate



         5      that money with them.



         6               If you don't do that, you are privatizing



         7      the profits and socializing the costs.



         8               Thank you.



         9               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.



        10               That's all for public comment, unless



        11      there are any other speakers.  If there are, please



        12      state your name now, and we'll take your comment.



        13               (No response.)



        14               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Hearing none --



        15               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Summer.



        16               Are there any comments that the directors



        17      would have at this time?



        18               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  I just want to make one



        19      point of clarification for CEO Richards.  On the



        20      calls that you and I have been on, is this still



        21      something that would be -- this would not be



        22      mandatory?  This would be something that we would



        23      have to apply for?



        24               Is that your understanding of where this



        25      is going?
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         1               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.  At this point,



         2      it remains completely voluntary.  I don't know if



         3      that would ever change in the future, if the state,



         4      you know, and the governor's budget did -- didn't



         5      talk about transitioning the state's relationship



         6      with fairs, but the proposal reportedly makes that



         7      decision about DAAs' involvement entirely up to



         8      local boards.



         9               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.



        10               For the -- for the benefit of my fellow



        11      board members, Ashleigh and I were here back when,



        12      when we went through the whole private decision



        13      issue, for lack of a better term, and that was an



        14      effort that the board clearly took final action to



        15      say we are not in, in support of anything that



        16      would alter the way that we operate as a DDA



        17      [verbatim].



        18               And I would just add that certainly if



        19      there evolves anything out of this process that



        20      helps streamline our ability to do our job as a



        21      caretaker of the OC Fair and Events Center, I would



        22      be fully supportive of that.



        23               I would not be supportive of anything that



        24      just adds another layer to the bureaucracy, if you



        25      will.  I think most of my fellow board members have
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         1      been through some challenges that we've had in



         2      terms of protests on RFPs, et cetera, et cetera.



         3               And, you know, while I clearly understand



         4      we are an entity of the State, there are already



         5      enough safeguards in the system that provide check



         6      and balances.



         7               Michele and her staff worked extremely



         8      hard to, you know, maximize our revenues and



         9      minimize our costs.  And, again, anything that



        10      evolves out of this that would just add another



        11      layer to the process, I would not be in support of.



        12      But I'll just leave it at that.



        13               Are there any further comments from the



        14      other directors?  It's an information item, so we



        15      don't -- no action's necessary.



        16               (No response.)



        17               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Not hearing



        18      any further, I would move on to Item 8B.



        19               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Okay.  On behalf of



        20      the community affairs committee, we are celebrating



        21      Hispanic heritage month, which started on



        22      September 15th and moves to October 15th.



        23               And the committee has worked with staff to



        24      develop a presentation on the Hispanic community's



        25      contributions to agriculture and the OC Fair and
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         1      Events Center.



         2               So, Director Ruiz, did you want to walk



         3      through that presentation, or would you like staff



         4      to do that?



         5               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  You know what?  I was



         6      going to walk through it, but if the staff could do



         7      it, that would be great.



         8               And the reason I say that, I just got my



         9      new prescription.  I have vertical heterophoria --



        10      I can't say that word -- I'm trying to say that



        11      word.  So the reading part on my glasses is -- the



        12      words overlap.



        13               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Oh, no.



        14               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  So I would be skipping



        15      some words.  So I have to go back and get that



        16      corrected.



        17               So if the staff would do me the honor,



        18      that would be great.



        19               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  You bet.



        20               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  But I saw the



        21      presentation, and it's a great presentation.  It's



        22      always -- Michele, you and the staff did an amazing



        23      job, and I want to thank you for putting this



        24      forward.



        25               And I want to thank the Chair,
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         1      Rubalcava-Garcia, for bringing this forward as well



         2      to celebrate this and make the presentation before



         3      the board and the audience on that.



         4               So, again, I'm proud that this is on



         5      there, and I wanted to do it along with Chair



         6      Cervantes, because I know we both got appointed at



         7      the same time, seven years ago, I think, and this



         8      presentation is a great presentation.  It gives



         9      recognition to great leaders within the Latino



        10      community.



        11               And if you could do me the honor and go



        12      through this, I would greatly appreciate it.



        13               Thank you.



        14               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  I would be honored to



        15      do that.



        16               So this month and through October 15th,



        17      the community affairs committee would like to



        18      highlight national Hispanic heritage month and the



        19      many contributions of the Hispanic community to



        20      Orange County.



        21               Hispanic heritage month is observed from



        22      September 15th through October 15th, and it



        23      celebrates the contributions of people whose



        24      ancestors came from Spain, Mexico, the Caribbean,



        25      Central America, and South America.
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         1               Now, the celebration started as Hispanic



         2      heritage week in 1968 by then-President Lyndon



         3      Johnson, and it was expanded to a full month in



         4      1988 by then-President Ronald Reagan.



         5               Some people may wonder why Hispanic



         6      heritage month is split between September and



         7      October.  Well, that's because several significant



         8      dates during that 30-day period, from mid-September



         9      to mid-October -- that are important to the



        10      Hispanic community, their heritage and culture.



        11               So starting with September 15th, that is



        12      Independence Day in Costa Rica, El Salvador,



        13      Honduras, and Nicaragua.



        14               September 16th is Mexican Independence



        15      Day.



        16               September 18th is when Chile celebrates



        17      its independence.



        18               And October 12th is Día de la Raza, a



        19      holiday celebrating the heritage and cultural



        20      diversity of Latin America.



        21               Now, did you know the difference between



        22      the term "Hispanic" and "Latina," "Latino," or



        23      "Latinx"?



        24               They are often used interchangeably, but



        25      "Hispanic" refers to a person who is from or a
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         1      descendant of someone who is from a



         2      Spanish-speaking country.



         3               "Latino," "Latina," or "Latinx" refers to



         4      a person who is from or a descendant of someone who



         5      is from a country in Latin America.



         6               Nationally, Hispanic population has grown



         7      from 50 million in 2010 to 62 million in 2020.



         8      California has the highest Hispanic population of



         9      any state in the past ten years, and the state's



        10      population -- Hispanic population grew by



        11      11 percent.



        12               Hispanics comprise 36 percent of



        13      Orange County's population, and that's 39 percent



        14      statewide, and are expected to comprise 43 percent



        15      by 2060.



        16               The high school graduation rate amongst OC



        17      Hispanics is high, 87-and-a-half percent, and



        18      that's up from 86 percent just a year ago.



        19               42 percent of California Hispanics own



        20      their own homes, and the median household income



        21      for Orange County Hispanics is over $75,000.



        22               Now, while 36 percent of Hispanic business



        23      owners said their community was hit particularly



        24      hard in the past 18 months, 60 percent say that



        25      during the pandemic, they have volunteered to help
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         1      their local community.



         2               Hispanic heritage and culture is rich in



         3      Orange County, and it started centuries ago when



         4      families like the Yorba and Peralta families first



         5      settled here from Mexico.



         6               There was a huge demand for farm labor



         7      during World War II, and in response, the U.S. and



         8      Mexico entered into an agreement to create a guest



         9      worker program officially called the Emergency Farm



        10      Labor Agreement, or more commonly known as the



        11      Bracero program.



        12               This program brought nearly 70,000 men



        13      from Mexico to work legally in Orange County



        14      between 1942 and 1964, and many became citizens in



        15      Orange County in the late 1960s.



        16               Even as late as 1947, California schools



        17      were still segregated.  Gonzalo Mendez and four



        18      other fathers filed a federal civil rights lawsuit



        19      in Mendez versus Westminster.



        20               That preceded the landmark 1954 U.S.



        21      Supreme Court decision in Brown versus the Board of



        22      Education that ended segregation in the U.S.



        23               The Hispanic community is thriving in



        24      Orange County.  Today Hispanics hold leadership



        25      positions in every sector of the Orange County
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         1      community, including business, industry, education,



         2      government, the arts, and nonprofit work.



         3               Hispanic leadership in government is



         4      strong representing Orange County, starting with



         5      U.S. Senator from California, Alex Padilla, and



         6      U.S. Congress Members Linda Sanchez and Lou Correa,



         7      both representing California.



         8               And from the California legislature,



         9      representing Orange County, is State Senator Bob



        10      Archuleta and State Assemblywoman Sharon



        11      Quirk-Silva.



        12               The Hispanic community celebrates many



        13      accomplished leaders, including Marcelo Rios, CEO



        14      of Human Options; Reuben Franco, CEO of OC Hispanic



        15      Chamber; Richard Porras, VP of External Affairs for



        16      AT&T; Gustavo Arellano, journalist for the



        17      Los Angeles Times.



        18               There is America Brocko, CEO of the Latino



        19      Health Access, and Al Mijares, Superintendent of



        20      Orange County Department of Education.



        21               And then, of course, the Hispanic



        22      community is well represented on the OC Fair and



        23      Events Center board of directors with Chair



        24      Natalie Rubalcava-Garcia, Director



        25      Sandra Cervantes, and Director Robert Ruiz.
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         1               In agriculture, Michael Flores is the



         2      Deputy Agriculture Secretary under Karen Ross.



         3               Mike Lopez is the President of the



         4      Orange County Farm Bureau Board of Directors.



         5               And, of course, we would be remiss in not



         6      honoring Cesar Chavez, founder of the United Farm



         7      Workers Association, who worked tirelessly to



         8      improve conditions for farm workers throughout



         9      California and the nation.



        10               So how can we celebrate Hispanic heritage



        11      month?  Well, here are some fun ideas:  You can



        12      support a Hispanic or Latinx-owned business.



        13               You can make a special playlist of



        14      Hispanic artists.



        15               You can visit a museum highlighting Latinx



        16      or Hispanic culture.



        17               You can learn about Mexican Independence



        18      Day or read books by Hispanic and Latinx authors.



        19               You can hold your own Spanish-language



        20      film festival.



        21               You can enjoy a classic Latin American



        22      dinner or attend a Hispanic heritage month



        23      celebration in your own city.



        24               So that concludes our presentation of



        25      national Hispanic heritage month.
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         1               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Thank you so much,



         2      Michele.



         3               This is Director Sandra Cervantes, and I



         4      would like to make a quick comment.  I am an



         5      immigrant from Mexico City, and I really feel and



         6      believe that with my work in real estate and



         7      translating and negotiating for my parents' first



         8      home when I was nine years old allowed me to go



         9      ahead and just feel how important it is to be a



        10      homeowner.



        11               And I believe Latinos are the future of



        12      the housing industry.  According to the Urban



        13      Institute, 70 percent of homeownership growth over



        14      the next 20 years will come from Latinos.



        15      Homeownership really drastically improves a



        16      household's ability to build wealth in that pride



        17      of ownership that I was able to share with my



        18      parents.



        19               And thank you so much for celebrating



        20      Hispanic homeownership month and also Hispanic



        21      pride month as well.  Thank you.



        22               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you,



        23      Director Cervantes.



        24               Go ahead.



        25               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  This is Director Ruiz, and
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         1      I wanted to thank the staff for a great job.  My



         2      dad immigrated to this country as a 17-year-old,



         3      and later on he became a farm worker as well.



         4               So this covered it -- pretty much covered



         5      the history of that.  And I just wanted to thank,



         6      again, the staff for a great job, a great



         7      presentation, and thank you.



         8               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  This is



         9      Director Cervantes again, and I wanted to thank



        10      you, Director Ruiz, and -- for building this and



        11      putting this together with our Chair, Director



        12      Rubalcava-Garcia, in celebrating a lot of the



        13      wealth that we have with the different



        14      celebrations.



        15               So national Hispanic heritage month and so



        16      many others that we have been celebrating in a way



        17      that empowers us and allows us to communicate with



        18      each other and be curious to go ahead and engage



        19      and learn from each other and have nowhere to go



        20      but up, since we're a melting pot of just good



        21      stuff.



        22               So thank you again for the work that you



        23      and Nick Kovacevich did.  Thank you again.



        24               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Sandra.



        25               Thank you, Robert.  It was an excellent
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         1      presentation and very informative.  Thank you again



         2      so much.



         3               Okay.  The next item I believe we are



         4      ready for is Item 8C.  That is an update on the



         5      2021 fair.



         6               Michele?



         7               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Absolutely.  Yes.  And



         8      we will keep this brief.  It was a time for fun,



         9      during the fair, and now is a time to celebrate.



        10      So how did we fare?



        11               Well, let's start off with reviewing what



        12      our goals were.  You know that the board and staff



        13      went on a nearly year-long journey together with



        14      many twists and turns to plan a safe and healthy



        15      fair, and these are the important goals that we



        16      outlined along the way.



        17               Number one, we wanted to limit our daily



        18      ticket sales to control capacity, so we set a goal



        19      of 75,000 -- or, sorry, 75 percent of our normal



        20      daily attendance.  So the goal was 45,000 tickets



        21      per day.



        22               We wanted to create an exceptional guest



        23      experience measured by our survey results.  We



        24      wanted to achieve a 3.5 rating or higher in our



        25      guest survey categories, and I'll share the results
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         1      of that with you in a few minutes.



         2               We wanted to minimize the impact of the



         3      fair in surrounding neighborhoods, and we measured



         4      that by neighbor feedback, and it was very, very



         5      positive.



         6               We wanted to produce a 2021 OC Fair that



         7      was safe and healthy.  And as the board knows, we



         8      worked very, very closely with the Orange County



         9      Health Care Agency, the California Department of



        10      Public Health, and, of course, adhering to CDC



        11      guidelines.



        12               And we wanted to make sure that this



        13      year's fair was profitable and either met or



        14      exceeded our budget goals.  So I'll review the



        15      results about all of that.



        16               What was different about this fair?



        17               Well, there were a lot of differences.



        18      First and foremost is that our guests purchased



        19      their tickets online in advance of the fair, and



        20      that was a long time in coming, trying to get away



        21      from the on-site ticket booth sales and to coax our



        22      guests into purchasing online, and they absolutely



        23      did that.  The pandemic certainly taught our guests



        24      that they needed to purchase their tickets that



        25      way.
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         1               We had, indeed, reduced daily capacity,



         2      which created more elbow room, although at times,



         3      we felt like all 45,000 people were on site all at



         4      one time because people came and stayed for hours



         5      and hours.  The length of stay was much greater



         6      this year than it had been in previous years.



         7               We had some programming changes.  We did



         8      not activate the action sports arena with shows for



         9      two reasons:  We needed to use that for



        10      back-of-house operations to provide more on-site



        11      parking for our guests, but also that the typical



        12      shows that we have had in the past in the action



        13      sports arena were loss leaders.  They were not



        14      profitable, and we just couldn't afford to take



        15      those on this year.



        16               We extended our Pacific amphitheater



        17      schedule.  Because of artists' schedules and



        18      wanting to push a little bit later in the summer,



        19      our Pacific amphitheater series did not get started



        20      until we were well into fair and has continued



        21      throughout August and September.  Our last show is



        22      tonight in the Pacific amphitheater.



        23               And we held a virtual junior livestock



        24      auction, and that's because working with our 4H and



        25      FFA programs, they were already far down the line,





                                                                              128

�









         1      and it was just too late for them to be able to do



         2      an on-site show, so we did that virtually with very



         3      good success.



         4               We had some layout changes, which our



         5      guests loved.  We moved the pig races out of the



         6      livestock area and put them front and center in



         7      Park Plaza.  People loved it.



         8               We reprogrammed Plaza Pacifica to include



         9      the hypnotist, and we introduced dueling pianos,



        10      which was very popular with our guests.



        11               And we didn't do the kids explorium tent,



        12      but we moved the kids programming into the OC



        13      Promenade with a wonderful exhibit on the national



        14      parks, and families just really, really loved it.



        15               During the lead-up to the fair, as we were



        16      making our preparations, we applied for and



        17      received the GBAC Star Facility certification



        18      through the global bio risk advisory council, which



        19      deemed our enhanced cleaning and sanitation



        20      procedures top notch, so we were very proud of that



        21      designation.



        22               Our contactless transactions started in



        23      the parking lot through people paying through



        24      electronic devices right in the parking lot.  And



        25      for those of you that came through the gate, you
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         1      know how wonderful our new gate security screening



         2      system was, absolutely touchless, and it put people



         3      through the gate flawlessly and quickly.



         4               Our guests had a lot of great things to



         5      say about the fair.  We sent out a daily survey to



         6      all who purchased tickets to the OC Fair.



         7               Remember that 3.5 goal that we set?  Well,



         8      we exceeded it in every category:  Overall



         9      enjoyment, 4.2; overall experience, 4.1; overall



        10      value, 3.6.



        11               Over 1,200,000 video views on our social



        12      media platforms.  Our social media platforms --



        13      Twitter, Instagram, Facebook -- were very, very



        14      active.  We added TikTok this year as well, and you



        15      can see the results of that:  Almost 1.6 million



        16      total engagements on social media, and that's a



        17      23.2 percent increase over the last fair in 2019.



        18               Because our guests purchased their tickets



        19      online, we were able to capture all of that



        20      customer contact data, and our e-mail database list



        21      grew by 73 percent.  We added 238,000 new contacts



        22      to that list.



        23               And we're very proud that our guest



        24      comments were overwhelmingly positive.  Complaints



        25      were down 75 percent.  So in a normal year, we'll
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         1      get well over 100 written comments.  These are



         2      guests who are on site that stop by our guest



         3      services booth and write a written comment.



         4               We had 42 this year compared to a typical,



         5      you know, 160, 170 comments.  So we're also very



         6      proud of that.



         7               We received a posting on one of our social



         8      media sites that I wanted to read quickly because I



         9      think it really sums up what a great atmosphere the



        10      fair -- and what a great experience it provided.



        11               This is from a guest named Jessica.  She



        12      says:



        13                    "Thank you," with many exclamation



        14               points, "to the directors and staff who



        15               put the fair together and the many



        16               workers at the fair," more exclamation



        17               points.



        18                    "I'm from San Diego and make it my



        19               mission to always attend the OC Fair.



        20               This is my fifth coming, and it never



        21               disappoints.  I have brought many



        22               friends and family, and they love it as



        23               well.



        24                    "Keep up the amazing work that you



        25               do, and thank you for keeping it clean
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         1               and just being on top of it.  Can't



         2               wait until next year.  You guys stay



         3               safe, and God bless, from Jessica."



         4               I just wanted to share that one example.



         5               So let's look at the numbers.  Well, our



         6      attendance was 1,055,770.



         7               Our OC Fair guest demographic very closely



         8      matched the greater OC Fair -- or Orange County



         9      demographic, and that's really important to us



        10      because we want to make sure that the fair is



        11      accessible to all in our community and that we're



        12      reaching everyone.



        13               16 out of our 23 days were sold out.  We



        14      reached our maximum ticket sales of 45,000.



        15               Almost 10,000 competitive entries were



        16      submitted by members of the community in lots of



        17      categories:  Quilts and baked goods and beautiful



        18      woodworking.  We gave out over 4,500 ribbons and



        19      awards, and there were 74 best-of-show awards.



        20               If you look at that top photo, you'll see



        21      Director Aitken and Chair Rubalcava-Garcia helping



        22      us give out those 74 best-of-show awards, so that



        23      was great fun during the fair.



        24               Over 2.5 million carnival rides --



        25      individual rides were enjoyed by guests.
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         1               We had 20 sold-out shows in the hangar,



         2      nine sold-out shows in the Pacific amphitheater.



         3      There were 338 community entertainment performers



         4      right -- from right here in Orange County who



         5      performed on three stages.



         6               155 small business merchants and



         7      concessionaires came together to help put on the



         8      fair.



         9               And we want to highlight our recycling



        10      efforts.  They were strong this year.  6,300 pounds



        11      of plastic was recycled; 600 pounds of glass;



        12      800 pounds of aluminum; 66,000 pounds of cardboard;



        13      and over 6,000 gallons of cooking oil were recycled



        14      as a result of the fair.



        15               So what were the numbers?  Well, they were



        16      very good.  Let me explain this chart real quick.



        17               If you look on the right-hand side, you'll



        18      see the revenue and expense numbers from the 2019



        19      fair.  The numbers in the middle column are



        20      preliminary numbers from the 2021 OC Fair.



        21               I say "preliminary" because our Pacific



        22      amphitheater season -- concert season went past the



        23      fair into the end of August and September, and so



        24      that $35.2 million number will go up as a result.



        25               But if you look at the comparison, full
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         1      fair with -- approaching 1.4 million people in 2019



         2      generated revenue of 36.5 million, but our fair



         3      with 45,000 people per day, with limited capacity,



         4      generated 35.2 million in revenue.  People came to



         5      the fair, and they spent generously, and we're very



         6      grateful for that.



         7               Our labor expenses, you can see, went way



         8      down compared to 2019.  A smaller fair, a



         9      controlled fair with controlled attendance doesn't



        10      need as many employees.



        11               And we too had our challenges with hiring



        12      people as well.



        13               Our nonlabor expenses -- the staff did a



        14      phenomenal job of managing expenses.  In 2019,



        15      14.8 million in nonlabor expenses compared with



        16      8.7 million in 2021.



        17               So the bottom line, results were -- in



        18      2019 with a full fair, unlimited attendance, our



        19      net proceeds were 14.5 million compared to



        20      preliminary net proceeds from the 2021 fair of



        21      22 million.



        22               So we have some analysis to do and some



        23      recommendations, but primarily, what did we learn



        24      from this year's fair?



        25               Well, we did learn that our guests will
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         1      purchase tickets ahead of time online, and I think



         2      they will continue to do that in the future.



         3               We learned that limited capacity creates



         4      huge demand for the fair.



         5               We also learned that a carefully produced



         6      fair with limited capacity can actually be more



         7      profitable than unlimited attendance.



         8               We also learned that increasingly more



         9      attendance every year is not a metric that we want



        10      to chase anymore.  The goal of putting more and



        11      more and more people on this property in those 23



        12      days is not necessarily the direction we should



        13      take.



        14               And, finally, not something new that we



        15      learned, but certainly something that we confirmed



        16      is that our community loves the OC Fair.



        17               So that concludes our presentation, but



        18      we're happy to take any questions the board might



        19      have.



        20               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.



        21               Any questions or comments from the board?



        22               DIRECTOR KOVACEVICH:  This is Director



        23      Kovacevich.  I'll make a comment.



        24               Again, congratulate Michele and the staff



        25      on a fantastic fair.  And this presentation was
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         1      phenomenal, and you can kind of see here in a quick



         2      snapshot just the results of all of your hard work



         3      and how it truly paid off this year.



         4               So, again, congratulations, and thank you.



         5               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Thank you.



         6               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  This is Director



         7      Bagneris.  The financial monitoring and audit



         8      committee met a week ago Friday, and when I first



         9      saw these numbers of how the fair did compared to



        10      2019, I almost fell out of my seat.  That was an



        11      incredible, incredible fair.



        12               I didn't think I was going to be able to



        13      make the fair this year.  I was with my new



        14      grandson in Houston, and I ended up coming back



        15      early, and I am so glad I did.



        16               I thoroughly enjoyed the fair.  There was



        17      room to move around, and I'm like you, Michele.  I



        18      think a couple of nights, I think all 45,000 showed



        19      up at the same time.  And I think they probably



        20      left and came back.



        21               So just an outstanding job to every member



        22      of our staff, our executive staff, as well as every



        23      employee.



        24               I did attend the employee appreciation



        25      event after the fair, and it's just incredible, how





                                                                              136

�









         1      our workers have been with us for 30 years or more,



         2      just an incredible job.



         3               The talent that we have on our staff, the



         4      creativity that we have -- I always learn something



         5      new when I come.  You would not have known we were



         6      in the midst of a pandemic at the fair this year.



         7               So I want to thank everyone, and I'm



         8      looking for many more years of fairs in



         9      Orange County.



        10               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director



        11      Bagneris.



        12               Any further comments?



        13               (No response.)



        14               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I would just ditto



        15      what Nick and Barbara have said.  The presentation



        16      was excellent.  And the fact that we're looking at,



        17      give or take, 22 million versus 14 million really



        18      emphasizes the fact that more is not necessarily



        19      better.



        20               And also what that does, it translates



        21      into us being able to address all of the attendant



        22      traffic and parking issues and the storage issues



        23      on site.  As Barbara knows, that's kind of a



        24      continuing issue that we need to address over the



        25      long term.
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         1               So, again, kudos to staff.  Each and every



         2      one of you did a fantastic job.



         3               And if there are no further comments,



         4      we'll move on to the next item.



         5               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Vice Chair La Belle,



         6      this is the item to appoint a chair and vice-chair



         7      nominating committee.



         8               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.



         9               In consultation with Chair



        10      Rubalcava-Garcia, we're appointing to -- former



        11      Chairperson Bagneris and Former Chairperson Aitken



        12      to the nominating committee.



        13               Okay.  Next item, 8E.



        14               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.  These are our



        15      committee reports.



        16               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.



        17               Starting with the leadership committee,



        18      pursuant to board policy, Natalie and I met prior



        19      to the start of the fair with our security



        20      director, UFA, and all of the attendant public



        21      safety entities just to get a briefing on what we



        22      were doing in preparation for the fair.



        23               That would be the Costa Mesa PD; fire;



        24      Orange County sheriff; our medic team in



        25      attendance.
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         1               In addition to Natalie and I was CEO



         2      Michele Richards and COO Ken Karns.  We were all in



         3      attendance.



         4               Nick did a fantastic job.  We had a really



         5      good handle on what the security was going to be



         6      for the fair.



         7               Also, consistent with board policy,



         8      roughly midterm during the fair, Natalie and I,



         9      again, met with, at this time, Michele and Ken and



        10      Nick and the executive staff from the Orange County



        11      Sheriff's Department, who gave us an update on what



        12      was occurring, and both of those meetings were very



        13      positive.



        14               I have nothing further on that.  I'd like



        15      to turn it over to the financial monitoring



        16      committee.  That would be -- I don't believe



        17      Director Pham is on the meeting, so, Barbara, do



        18      you have anything you'd like to add to what was



        19      presented in terms of the budget?



        20               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.  I'll just make a



        21      few comments.



        22               Director Pham was not able to be here



        23      today, our chair, but we did have our regular



        24      meeting on Friday, the 17th.



        25               Just for our new director's benefit, the
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         1      committee monitors the organization's financial



         2      position and ensures financial controls are in



         3      place.  We focus on monthly financial oversight;



         4      the annual budget review; the annual audit process.



         5               Special projects, right now, the 2020



         6      financial audit.  As you know, we did produce a



         7      larger fair, as you just saw, than originally



         8      budgeted, and we did extremely well, as you just



         9      saw, so I don't need to go back over any of those



        10      numbers.



        11               I will say that as of August 31st, 2021,



        12      our cash in investments are 62.3 million, which is



        13      an increase of 16.8 million over August of 2020.



        14      And I want to always keep mentioning these numbers



        15      because it's amazing to me the growth that we've



        16      seen at this fair even in the midst of a pandemic.



        17               I will also say that we are forecasting



        18      the year-end net proceeds of 12.7 million, which is



        19      a $24.5 million improvement on the $11.8 million



        20      loss that we projected originally in the 2021



        21      budget.



        22               The committee did receive an update from



        23      staff on the status of the 2020 financial audit.



        24      The team of Lasso and Lungert [phonetic] is now on



        25      site and conducting an audit, which is expected to
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         1      be completed before the end of the year.



         2               Our next committee meeting will be



         3      October 22nd, and if there are any questions, I'd



         4      be happy to answer them, or Michele.



         5               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director



         6      Bagneris.



         7               Let me back up a quick second.  Were there



         8      any public comments on the governance reports that



         9      I should have called on beforehand?



        10               Summer, any --



        11               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  No.  I have two public



        12      comments for committees, Reggie Mundekis on the



        13      committees, and then Gibran Stout for the



        14      facilities committee.



        15               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Why don't we



        16      go ahead and complete the reports, then, and we'll



        17      circle back to the public comments at that time.



        18               Facilities committee -- we have a report



        19      there.  I believe Director Aitken is the chair of



        20      that.



        21               Ashleigh, you have a report to make?



        22               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.  Thank you so much.



        23               I would like to just refer everybody to



        24      our attached report.  One thing I would like to



        25      highlight is that we had several meetings, and one
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         1      of our last meetings, September 15th, Director Ruiz



         2      and I met with the current equestrian center



         3      operator, and we have discussed several times as a



         4      full board we are on a month-to-month contract and



         5      have been for several years with the operator.



         6               I would request that the board -- that the



         7      chair or vice-chair agendize for the next meeting



         8      the ability for us to enter into a year-long



         9      contract with the current operator while we are



        10      going through the strategic planning process.



        11               It helps us bring this -- the current LOU



        12      up to current legal standards.  And that will buy



        13      us some time, while we are discussing how we can



        14      move forward with the equestrian center.



        15               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Director



        16      Aitken.



        17               Next item is the governance committee.



        18               Director Cervantes, do you have any report



        19      to make at this time?



        20               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Not at this time,



        21      Director La Belle.



        22               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Sandra.



        23               The community affairs committee --



        24      Director Ruiz?



        25               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.  Hi.  Yes.  Yes, Vice
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         1      Chair La Belle.



         2               Yeah.  As you all know, Director



         3      Kovacevich and I have been pushing, as part of our



         4      diversity committee, to put something on our



         5      grounds that would celebrate the diversity and rich



         6      history of Orange County.



         7               So what Michele and the staff did is we



         8      put out a survey during fair time, and I'm excited



         9      that there were over 300 people who took the



        10      survey, so I'm looking forward to seeing what the



        11      results were.



        12               The committee report said they would get



        13      those to us in the next few weeks, because I'm



        14      really excited to see what those people -- what the



        15      survey's going to reveal on their ideas that they



        16      have for us.  So that's going to be for my report.



        17               Again, I'm excited.  I'm excited 300



        18      people participated in this survey, and hopefully,



        19      we can get something on our grounds here pretty



        20      soon.



        21               Thank you.



        22               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you,



        23      Director Ruiz.



        24               Centennial Farms.  Director Cervantes,



        25      anything to report?
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         1               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  I do not have



         2      anything to report on this subject.  Thank you.



         3               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  I don't know



         4      if the staff has any follow-up on that, Michele



         5      or --



         6               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Or Joan?



         7               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Or Joan.  Yeah.



         8               MS. HAMILL:  Yes.  This is Joan, and the



         9      Centennial Farm Foundation did have a meeting on



        10      September 16th.  On the agenda were items that they



        11      were discussing, possibilities for future



        12      fund-raisers and also are seeking new board members



        13      to sit on that.



        14               So they discussed the progress they were



        15      having with that.



        16               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Joan.



        17               The Heroes Hall Veterans Foundation --



        18      Sandra and I attended -- and Joan was there as well



        19      and Carol -- by a Zoom board meeting on Monday of



        20      this past week, the 20th.



        21               We are continuing to, you know, discuss



        22      various fundraising options.  As a matter of fact,



        23      we're going to be -- through the president,



        24      Mr. Berardino, we are going to be sending letters



        25      out to a number of business organizations with
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         1      municipal and governmental contacts in an attempt



         2      to generate some additional donations from those



         3      organizations.  And, at a minimum, we will get



         4      about 20 different businesses more familiar with



         5      the foundation and what it does in terms of the



         6      Heroes Hall Veterans Museum.



         7               Also, Chair Berardino indicated that he



         8      was aware that the board would be pursuing



         9      legislation that will address the nonprofit issue,



        10      and he indicated his full support of that and will



        11      be preparing a communication that we can forward to



        12      the legislative process when it takes place.



        13               I did share that with Michele Richards,



        14      and my understanding is that obviously sometime



        15      after the first of the year, legislation that would



        16      address that whole issue of nonprofits, we hope to



        17      get introduced.



        18               With that, that would conclude my comments



        19      on that.



        20               We do have two public comments, if we



        21      could circle back, Summer, and have those.  And



        22      then as we need to respond to those comments, we



        23      can do so.



        24               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  We have Reggie



        25      Mundekis followed by Gibran Stout.
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         1               Reggie, when you're ready.



         2               MS. MUNDEKIS:  Hi.  Thank you for this



         3      opportunity to address you today.



         4               Regarding the equestrian center LOU, a



         5      one-year LOU with the current operator, when it's



         6      brought up to -- with updated legal language that's



         7      reasonable and gives the board the opportunity to



         8      make smart decisions, that LOU needs to be followed



         9      up with an RFP within that one-year time frame.



        10               I also request that there be a detailed



        11      report on the repairs that have been made to the



        12      equestrian center at operator expense.



        13               The infrastructure analysis report noted



        14      that there were multiple areas of the equestrian



        15      center that needed to be repaired.  And, again, the



        16      contract -- the LOU requires operator to pay for



        17      those repairs.



        18               I also have a question from the Heroes



        19      Hall Veterans Foundation report.  There was a



        20      statement made that there was a nonprofit issue,



        21      which is being addressed with the legislature



        22      that's being brought forward by Nick Berardino by



        23      from the Heroes Hall Veterans Foundation.



        24               And I would just like a quick one- or



        25      two-sentence summary on what is being addressed.
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         1               Thank you.



         2               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you, Reggie.



         3               Gibran Stout, when you're ready.



         4               MS. STOUT:  Okay.  Can you hear me?



         5               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  Go ahead.



         6               MS. STOUT:  Okay.  Great.



         7               Hello.  Good morning from the equestrian



         8      community over at the on-site equestrian center.  I



         9      would like to thank staff for including us in the



        10      2021 fair.



        11               It was, indeed, an amazing fair, and we



        12      really enjoyed it.  We enjoyed the synergy, and it



        13      was just fantastic.  So we look forward to many



        14      more future collaborations with the equestrian



        15      during the fair.



        16               The equestrian center had a very busy



        17      summer bringing the joy of horses to local



        18      community members young and old.



        19               As we watched other Orange County boarding



        20      facilities close their doors, our facilities



        21      enjoyed full capacity plus a waiting list that's



        22      growing daily.



        23               We are looking forward to once again



        24      having our annual Halloween costume, a great



        25      contest on October 23rd.  It's a fun event where
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         1      kids and horses dress themselves up.  There will be



         2      games for horses and riders as well as photo



         3      booths.



         4               We would like to invite everyone to come,



         5      and we would once again like to extend an



         6      invitation to any staff or board member who would



         7      like to serve as a special VIP judge.



         8               We also enjoyed listening to the board's



         9      strategic planning session, which inspired our own



        10      group of committed equestrians to do the same.



        11               We have been busy brainstorming our own



        12      slots and great ideas for visionary headlines,



        13      which we would love to be able to share with the



        14      facilities committee, especially in light of the



        15      new LOU that you are discussing for the next year.



        16      We think it would be great to incorporate this.



        17               We understand the decision was made to



        18      come up with a strategic plan before gathering



        19      public input.  However, know that we are here to



        20      streamline that process.



        21               We would like to formally request a study



        22      session or a meeting with the facilities committee



        23      in advance of the strategic plan drafting to share



        24      our unique and substantial data, information,



        25      expertise, and experience, not only as independent
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         1      professionals, but as daily users of the thriving,



         2      busy, unique corner of the property.



         3               So we would really like to share the



         4      information that we have and be part of that



         5      process.



         6               So, please, again, a formal request to



         7      have a meeting or be included in that, that would



         8      be fantastic.



         9               So thank you so much for your time today.



        10               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Thank you.



        11               That concludes public comment.



        12               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Michele, could you



        13      take a moment just to kind of do a quick update on



        14      the nonprofit legislation that we are going to be



        15      seeking support for through the legislature?



        16               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.



        17               So currently there is no statutory



        18      authorization in government code that allows for us



        19      to provide use of the property for free or at a



        20      discount to community groups or nonprofits.



        21               So we are working with local -- local



        22      legislators to see if we can amend or add to the



        23      government code to allow the local fair boards to



        24      make decisions regarding those discounts or fee



        25      waivers.
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         1               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.



         2               Just a quick comment in response to



         3      Gibran's comments.



         4               As Ashleigh indicated, the facilities



         5      committee will be recommending a one-year agreement



         6      that will go before the board at our October



         7      meeting.



         8               The attempt is to give us the ability to



         9      get through the strategic planning process and



        10      determine what it is exactly we are going to be



        11      doing, not only in terms of the equestrian center,



        12      but literally all of the uses that are currently



        13      and potentially on the site in the future.



        14               The board has gone on record on a number



        15      of occasions, and it has indicated that the



        16      equestrian center will be there.



        17               The key is:  Will it be there only as a



        18      boarding facility, or will it be there as a



        19      year-round activity center, such as centennial



        20      farms, Heroes Hall, et cetera?



        21               And the board is ultimately going to have



        22      to make that determination, and then obviously when



        23      that determination is made, the type of RFP will



        24      obviously evolve from that process.



        25               We have had our initial strategic planning
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         1      session and have gone through a number of



         2      exercises.  The board's decision is that we want to



         3      make sure that we have put together a document that



         4      gives focus to what it is in terms of the board's



         5      direction.



         6               And that document will be a draft



         7      document.  There will be plenty of opportunity for



         8      input from all of our stakeholders, but the board's



         9      directive is that we have that draft document in



        10      place so that our stakeholders have something to



        11      react to as we move forward towards a final



        12      product.



        13               Okay.  With that, I think that concludes



        14      the governance process.



        15               And next item on the agenda is closed



        16      session.



        17               Are you ready to take us to closed



        18      session?



        19               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Yes.  I'm building the



        20      breakout room right now.  If you'll just give me a



        21      moment.  Thank you.



        22               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  So the board will



        23      break out into closed session relative to the



        24      matters of the agenda, and we'll return to open



        25      session following that.
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         1               (Recess.)



         2               (Roll call.)



         3               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Summer, he had to



         4      leave the meeting, as well as Director Bagneris.



         5               DIRECTOR AGNUS:  Okay.



         6               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  We do have a quorum.



         7               I do want to state for the record that the



         8      board considered the advice of -- the legal advice



         9      of counsel on the matters that are listed on the



        10      closed session agenda and has nothing to report at



        11      this time.



        12               Okay.  Michele, do you want to do your --



        13               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Yes.  I know it's been



        14      a long meeting.  Just a few quick updates.



        15               I wanted to report that a few weeks before



        16      the fair opened, Ken Karns, Joan Hamill, and I were



        17      joined by Costa Mesa Mayor pro tem Andrea Marr and



        18      Vick Bakkila from the Costa Mesa Police Department.



        19               We held two meetings in the surrounding



        20      neighborhoods to talk about the impact that the



        21      fair has and to assure our neighbors that we were



        22      going to do all we could to minimize something we



        23      call TNT:  Traffic, noise, and trash.



        24               And we were warmly met by the neighbors,



        25      and it was important in continuing that strong
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         1      relationship between the city and the fair and to



         2      let the neighbors know that we care and we are



         3      listening.



         4               I was very honored to be appointed to



         5      serve on the advisory council for Cal Poly San Luis



         6      Obispo's College of Agriculture, Food and



         7      Environmental Science, specifically to advise on



         8      the university's fairs and exposition management



         9      program.



        10               This is an excellent opportunity for us to



        11      mentor students, serve as guest lecturers, and help



        12      shape the next generation of fair leaders.



        13               Strategic planning was mentioned on



        14      September 9th.  The board met for a kickoff session



        15      of a three-year strategic planning process.  We had



        16      a great session, laying the foundation, and we are



        17      looking at tentative dates to continue the process



        18      in October.  So stay tuned for more.



        19               Chair Rubalcava-Garcia and I visited the



        20      OC swap meet a few weeks ago to participate in a



        21      ribbon-cutting ceremony to welcome 13 new



        22      merchants, all recent graduates of Cal State



        23      Fullerton's Small Business Development program.



        24               I'm very happy to report that the new swap



        25      meet continues to grow and is thriving.  There are
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         1      now over 170 merchants, most joining from the



         2      former OC marketplace, but lots of new merchants as



         3      well.  It was really, really impressive, so we



         4      encourage you to go.



         5               Once again, the readers of OC Parenting



         6      Magazine have named the 2021 OC Fair the best fair



         7      or festival in Orange County.



         8               The 19th annual Readers Choice awards were



         9      announced last week, and they featured the best of



        10      the best in Orange County, and we were very proud



        11      to receive that honor.



        12               And to top it off, Kids Guide named



        13      Centennial Farms as one of their top family outing



        14      ideas in L.A. and Orange County.



        15               And we have launched our 2022 budget



        16      process.  We are working with the financial



        17      monitoring committee to schedule a date for a



        18      public budget study session in early November, and



        19      then the budget will be presented to the full board



        20      in 2022.  So wish us luck on that.



        21               And then speaking of the budget, just very



        22      quickly looking at our financials for the month,



        23      our year-to-date revenue for the period --



        24      eight-month period ending August 31st is



        25      44.9 million.  We had budgeted revenue of
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         1      22.5 million, so very favorable to budget.



         2               And please remember that that original



         3      budget that the board approved was with a much



         4      smaller fair.  That's why you're seeing these great



         5      variances.



         6               Year-to-date expenses are below budget



         7      with a favorable variance, so our year-to-date net



         8      proceeds at this point in time, we had budgeted a



         9      5.3, almost $5.4 million loss.  We're now at an



        10      18 -- nearly $18.9 million net proceeds.  That's a



        11      variance -- positive variance of 24.2 million.



        12               And as Director Bagneris mentioned



        13      earlier, our cash position improved tremendously



        14      because of the fair, so we're very, very grateful



        15      that so many people were able to come.



        16               As we have been doing every month this



        17      year -- or every month since the budget was



        18      approved, is reforecasting for a year end.



        19               So the original budget approved by the



        20      board showed an $18.8 million loss that we



        21      expected.  We're now forecasting that we'll come in



        22      at about a $12.6 million net profit.  So quite a



        23      turnaround.  Very happy about that.



        24               And we've got some great events coming up



        25      for the rest of the month and into October, and we
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         1      encourage everybody to check out our website at



         2      OCFair.com for all the information.



         3               And don't forget to visit Centennial Farm



         4      and Heroes Hall.  They're both reopened now.



         5               That completes my report.



         6               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Michele.



         7               Any questions?



         8               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  No, but wishing a very



         9      happy birthday to Directors Cervantes and Ruiz, who



        10      are both celebrating birthdays this week.



        11               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Thank you so much.



        12               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Happy birthday to



        13      both.



        14               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Thank you.  Thank you.



        15      Thank you to everyone.



        16               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Doug, I think we're



        17      ready to wrap it up.



        18               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Okay.  Let's go



        19      around the table and see what comments we might



        20      have.



        21               Director Bagneris, do you have any



        22      comments?



        23               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I want to follow up,



        24      again, about the fair and how good it was and



        25      thanking the staff for all that they did.
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         1               And I also mentioned earlier that I went



         2      to the employee appreciation, and I believe



         3      Michele -- 35 years?



         4               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  Oh.  Not yet.  20



         5      years.



         6               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  20 years.  Okay.



         7      Because you were only five when you came to the



         8      party?



         9               DIRECTOR RICHARDS:  That's right.



        10               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  So 20 years.  And she



        11      was able to get that announcement made at the event



        12      as well.



        13               But I just want to thank everybody.



        14               Welcome to our newest director.  I know



        15      she's not on right now, but I can see she's going



        16      to be a valuable addition to our team.



        17               And I just wish everybody the best of the



        18      rest of the month.



        19               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Barbara.



        20               Director Aitken?



        21               DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yeah.  Thank you.



        22      Congratulations to our CEO and staff on an amazing



        23      fair.  Those numbers are so exciting.



        24               And, yeah, welcome to our new board



        25      member.  It's nice to be back up to 100 percent.





                                                                              157

�









         1               So see everybody next month.



         2               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Director Cervantes?



         3               (No response.)



         4               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Sandra?



         5               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Can you hear me?



         6               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  We can hear you.



         7               DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Hi.  Yes.  I ditto



         8      everything that has been said.  It is really



         9      exciting to have -- have had such a successful



        10      fair, and also acknowledging all the hard work that



        11      the actual staff did paid off.



        12               And congratulations to our newest addition



        13      to the board of directors.  And I agree.  We're



        14      going to have nowhere to go but up now, and just



        15      make sure that everything we touch and do is going



        16      to be better than it was.



        17               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Sandra.



        18               Director Ruiz?



        19               DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Thank you, Vice-Chair.  I



        20      also want to echo the comments of the other



        21      directors.  I congratulate the CEO, Michele, and



        22      her staff for an amazing fair.



        23               You know, just at the beginning of this



        24      year, we weren't sure if we were going to have one



        25      or not, and it turned out to be a great success,
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         1      and I'm really proud of the job they did and just



         2      thank everyone for their efforts.



         3               And I also want to congratulate our newest



         4      director.



         5               Thank you.



         6               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you,



         7      Director Ruiz.



         8               I ditto the comments from the board



         9      members.  Obviously 18 million is a significant



        10      increase, if you will, and far beyond what we



        11      anticipated when we got into this.



        12               And my congratulations to my fellow



        13      members of the board for their hard work and



        14      Michele and her staff for all the work that she did



        15      to make all of this happen.



        16               I did want to end -- and obviously



        17      congratulations to our new board member.  I know



        18      she's going to be a tremendous asset as we go



        19      through our strategic planning process over the



        20      next few months.



        21               I did want to add one item.  I happened to



        22      be watching the History Channel over the weekend,



        23      and they had the Barrett-Jackson inaugural auction



        24      from Houston, so they're now in Scottsdale and



        25      Houston, and I think Ashleigh and I were probably
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         1      the only two board members that were here for the



         2      first two years that Barrett-Jackson was on site.



         3      They were a tremendous draw of people.



         4               I think Michele can correct me, but I



         5      think the basic revenue was somewhere around



         6      400,000, plus whatever else was generated from it,



         7      and they left for various reasons.



         8               I don't know if those reasons still exist,



         9      but I would very much like to consider, as we look



        10      at alternative revenues, to making a full-court



        11      press doing whatever we can to see if we can, not



        12      just from our sales force, but from the board to



        13      the CEO to see what we can do to see if we can



        14      entice them back.



        15               My son and I almost bid on an antique fire



        16      truck, and that was probably the best decision we



        17      made not to do that.  But it was just a tremendous



        18      experience.



        19               And some of the cars they were selling,



        20      believe it or not, on the Houston auction were



        21      going for a million dollars and up.



        22               So, anyway, I just add that as an added



        23      item.



        24               And with that, I have no further comments.



        25               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I just have a go-back.
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         1               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Go ahead.



         2               DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I want to commend you



         3      on chairing this meeting.  You did an outstanding



         4      job for getting back in the saddle.



         5               VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thank you, Barbara.



         6      I appreciate it.



         7               With that, we stand adjourned to



         8      October 28th.



         9               (Whereupon, the OCFEC Board of Directors Meeting



        10     was hereby adjourned at 1:20 p.m.)
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