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·1· · · · · · · 32nd District Agricultural Association

·2· · · · · · · · · · ·OCFEC Board of Directors

·3

·4· · · · · · · · · · Monday, September 13, 2021

·5· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 9:00AM

·6

·7· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· All right.· It's 9:00 a.m.

·8· ·I'd like to call this meeting to order.

·9· · · · · · All matters noticed on the agenda in any category

10· ·may be considered for action as listed.· Any item not so

11· ·noticed may not be considered.· Items listed on this agenda

12· ·may be considered in any order at the discretion of the

13· ·chairperson.

14· · · · · · The mission of the Orange County Fair and Event

15· ·Center is to celebrate -- is celebration of Orange County's

16· ·communities, interests, agriculture, and heritage with

17· ·results justifying resources expended.

18· · · · · · At this time I would like to ask Director Aitken to

19· ·lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

20· · · · · · (Pledge of Allegiance conducted.)

21· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Thank you very much.

22· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you, Director Aitken.

23· · · · · · Summer, can you please take roll call?

24· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Yes.

25· · · · · · Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?
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·1· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Present.

·2· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Vice Chair La Belle?

·3· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Here.

·4· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Director Cervantes?

·5· · · · · · Director Ruiz?

·6· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· Present.

·7· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Director Bagneris?

·8· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· Here.

·9· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Director Aitken?

10· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Here.

11· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Director Pham?

12· · · · · · DIRECTOR PHAM:· Here.

13· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· And Director Kovacevich?

14· · · · · · Thank you.

15· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you, Summer.

16· · · · · · Moving onto Agenda Item No. 5:· Matter of Public

17· ·Comment.· Public comment is allowed on issues not on the

18· ·current agenda.

19· · · · · · However, no debate by the Board shall be permitted

20· ·on such public comments and no action will be taken on such

21· ·public comment items at this time, as law requires formal

22· ·public notice prior to any action on a docket item.

23· · · · · · Speakers are requested to sign-in prior to the start

24· ·of the meeting and are limited to three minutes.· Comments

25· ·will be accepted on agenda items during the meeting.
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·1· · · · · · Speakers wishing to address the Board on items on

·2· ·the agenda are requested to sign-in prior to the start of the

·3· ·meeting and identify the agenda items on which you desire to

·4· ·address the Board.

·5· · · · · · Speakers are limited to three minutes.· Summer will

·6· ·be gathering public comments, so if you wish to address the

·7· ·Board, please let Summer know.

·8· · · · · · Summer, do we have any public comment?

·9· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· As of right now, I don't have any

10· ·for general public comment for Item 5.· However, we do have a

11· ·few people that are dialed-in.

12· · · · · · So this is just an announcement for anyone

13· ·dialed-in, you'll have to press star 6 to unmute and mute

14· ·yourself.

15· · · · · · If you're dialed-in and would like to make public

16· ·comment on -- for general public comment items not on the the

17· ·agenda, please state your name now.

18· · · · · · Hearing none, Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, I turn it over

19· ·to you.

20· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Perfect.· Thank you,

21· ·Summer.

22· · · · · · So I'm going to go ahead and go over to

23· ·Agenda Item 6, which is the Governance Process Agenda 6A, is

24· ·to discuss and vote on communicating to the Governor's office

25· ·regarding amendments to SB 264, which would ban gun shows



6

·1· ·solely at the Orange County Fair and Event Center.

·2· · · · · · I believe everybody received the item that I -- or

·3· ·the staff report.· That was also in the packet.

·4· · · · · · Does anybody have any questions regarding

·5· ·that -- any Board members?

·6· · · · · · Okay.· So I would just like to mention, the reason

·7· ·we are -- that I'm recommending that we send a letter to the

·8· ·Governor regarding SB 264.

·9· · · · · · The fact of the matter is that SB 264 originally

10· ·started out as something that would ban gun shows from all

11· ·State properties.· It had been further amended to only

12· ·exclude gun shows at the Orange County Fair and Event Center.

13· · · · · · As you all know, as a Board, we have approved these

14· ·gun shows in the past.· The issue that I think is most

15· ·important is the economic impact it would have to the

16· ·Orange County Fair and Event Center.

17· · · · · · We are a fairgrounds that develops or generates

18· ·revenue and are pretty self-sustaining.· So it would create a

19· ·gap in the budget, and I do think that it is the Board's

20· ·duty, as the governing body who was appointed by the governor

21· ·to send a respectful letter just letting him know the

22· ·economic impact so that we can have it on the record.

23· · · · · · And this is information that would be useful to the

24· ·governor as he is deciding whether or not to sign or veto the

25· ·letter -- or the bill.
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·1· · · · · · I'm going to go ahead and turn it over to the rest

·2· ·of the Board members for discussion, and I think Michelle is

·3· ·going to share a draft of the letter that we can review,

·4· ·discuss, and make changes to.

·5· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, do we

·6· ·have any public comments on this item that we could consider

·7· ·before we discuss the matter?

·8· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Sounds good, Doug.

·9· · · · · · Summer, how much public comment do we currently

10· ·have?

11· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· I currently have three for 6A.

12· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Okay.· Perfect.· Let's go

13· ·ahead and take them.

14· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Okay.· We'll have Senator Dave Min

15· ·followed by Bob Templeton, then Charles Blek.

16· · · · · · Senator Min, when you're ready, please go ahead and

17· ·make your comment.

18· · · · · · MR. ALVANDI:· Hello.· Unfortunately, Senator Min

19· ·regrets he cannot personally call into this, but he has deep

20· ·concerns about Agenda Items 6 and 6B and I would love to

21· ·provide a comment on his behalf.

22· · · · · · This is Ash Alvandi, I'm his District Director.

23· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Please, go ahead, Ash.

24· · · · · · MR. ALVANDI:· Thank you.

25· · · · · · With respect to Issue 6A, as the Board and staff
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·1· ·have repeatedly represented to me and my staff, the Board's

·2· ·job is not to respond to political concerns or to act as a

·3· ·political body, but rather to act simply as a fiscal steward

·4· ·of the 32nd Agricultural Association.

·5· · · · · · This is why Senate Bill 264 was necessary in the

·6· ·first place, because the Board correctly noted that they

·7· ·could not make a political decision here.

·8· · · · · · For the Board to weigh-in with Governor Newsom,

·9· ·would be directly contrary to its past statements, as well as

10· ·the clear guidelines for the Board's governance.

11· · · · · · In fact, the 2008 Board handbook issued by the

12· ·California Department of Food and Agriculture specifically

13· ·notes that the Boards are prohibited from taking political

14· ·positions on outstanding legislation.

15· · · · · · Finally, it is worth noting that the merits of the

16· ·Board's complaint have already been well-settled.

17· · · · · · The core of the complaint is that the

18· ·32d District Agricultural Association is being singled-out,

19· ·such legislation targeting a specific fairground has clear

20· ·and recent precedent, including at fairgrounds in Del Mar and

21· ·the Cal Palace.

22· · · · · · With respect to Issue 6B, where the Board is

23· ·considering pre approving a contract with the

24· ·Crossroads of the West Gun Show, it is worth noting that the

25· ·exception we crafted for the contracts entered into before
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·1· ·January 1st, 2002 -- 22 was meant to be a narrow exception

·2· ·applying to contracts negotiated and entered into prior to

·3· ·the time of this legislation.

·4· · · · · · What the Board would be doing if it pre approved a

·5· ·long-term contract at a special meeting called immediately

·6· ·after SB 264 passed out of the state legislature would appear

·7· ·to be clearly a bad-faith contract intended to evade and

·8· ·thwart the purpose of this legislation.

·9· · · · · · As such, I believe that any such contract that were

10· ·to be pre approved at this time and in this matter could be

11· ·voided for being contrary to public policy.

12· · · · · · Let me be clear.· If the Board does engage in such

13· ·action, I will explore all options to invalidate all

14· ·contracts that it approves in this manner, including through

15· ·litigation or through new legislation.

16· · · · · · Moreover, me and my advisors believe that if the

17· ·Board is found to have entered into these contracts in bad

18· ·faith that members of the Board who voted for such a measure

19· ·may potentially be held personally liable.

20· · · · · · Thank you.

21· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Thank you.

22· · · · · · Bob Templeton, when you're ready.

23· · · · · · Bob, you may have to unmute yourself.

24· · · · · · MR. TEMPLETON:· Can you hear me now?

25· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· There you go.· Go right ahead.
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·1· · · · · · MR. TEMPLETON:· I have not prepared a formal

·2· ·statement as Senator Min has because I wanted to be available

·3· ·to answer any questions and address any concerns that the

·4· ·Board members have.

·5· · · · · · But the primary concern, as expressed by the

·6· ·Brady Organization and many groups who are concerned about

·7· ·activities at the gun shows at the Orange County Fairgrounds

·8· ·seem to focus and center around the so-called ghost guns or

·9· ·the unnumbered -- unserialized versions of frames and

10· ·actions, which can be legally sold in California, and I

11· ·thought we'd address that issue separately.

12· · · · · · But it's important to know that we have a 25, I

13· ·think, now 26-year-history with the Orange County Fairgrounds

14· ·and Exposition Center and doing our gun shows there and there

15· ·haven't been any serious law enforcement issues or to the

16· ·best of my knowledge any firearms ever traced to the gun show

17· ·that were used in any crimes.

18· · · · · · The gun show itself serves the sporting community,

19· ·the collecting community, the gunsmith community of Orange

20· ·County and surrounding areas, supporting their hobby or their

21· ·businesses.

22· · · · · · Our hope is that we can continue to do the shows as

23· ·we have in the 25 years past.· We will be willing to address

24· ·those concerns expressed with regard to the sale of the

25· ·unserialized action parts, as part of any agreement that we
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·1· ·might be able to come to in continuing to operate the shows.

·2· · · · · · Do any of you have any questions that I might be

·3· ·able to answer for you with regards to the shows themselves

·4· ·or to anything else?

·5· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Bob, if you don't mind, if

·6· ·we can finish with public comment, and then if we can -- if

·7· ·the Board does have questions once we review the letter and

·8· ·the next agenda item, would you mind answering any of those

·9· ·questions after?

10· · · · · · MR. TEMPLETON:· Sure.· That would be just fine.

11· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Perfect.

12· · · · · · Thank you.

13· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Okay.· Thank you, Bob.

14· · · · · · Charles Blek, when you're ready.

15· · · · · · Charles, same thing, you'll have to unmute yourself.

16· · · · · · MR. BLEK:· Hi, am I on now?

17· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· You're on now.· Go right ahead.

18· · · · · · MR. BLEK:· Thank you very much.· I'm a retired

19· ·attorney, I'm past president of Brady Orange County and

20· ·currently an active Board member.

21· · · · · · It was my privilege to offer testimony to the

22· ·State Assembly and Senate Committees on public safety and

23· ·support of SB 264, and I would address that but it would be

24· ·too lengthy for the time permitted to me at this point.

25· · · · · · I was surprised and disappointed by Item 6A and 6B
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·1· ·on your agenda.· I would object to both, and I would object

·2· ·to anybody paraphrasing how we have written our particular

·3· ·objections.

·4· · · · · · I believe that your actions today are outside of

·5· ·your duties and the Orange County communities through their

·6· ·elected officials and our State legislature have spoken:· No

·7· ·gun shows at the fairgrounds.

·8· · · · · · I support Senator Min's written memo submitted to

·9· ·you today, and I hope you take it very very seriously.· It

10· ·has some excellent points in it.

11· · · · · · And thank you for the opportunity to be heard.

12· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you to our public

13· ·speakers.

14· · · · · · Summer, have there been any additional since we

15· ·started public comment on this item?

16· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· I don't believe so.

17· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Okay.· So public comment is

18· ·closed for this agenda item at this time.· Thank you to all

19· ·of our public commenters.

20· · · · · · One of the things I just want to highlight as well,

21· ·you know, for a couple of the -- we actually did receive a

22· ·letter from Senator Dave Min directed to me this morning, and

23· ·I believe the rest of the Board also received a copy of that.

24· · · · · · One of the issues that I did notice from the

25· ·legislation was Cal Palace, as well as Del Mar had been
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·1· ·mentioned as setting precedent.

·2· · · · · · One of the things that -- one distinction, I think,

·3· ·that we need to highlight from what happened at those two

·4· ·DAAs is that their board of directors actually voted to ban

·5· ·gun shows from their fairgrounds.· That's not what happened

·6· ·here.

·7· · · · · · The Board had not been addressed by Senator Dave Min

·8· ·as to, you know, look to various policies that we might be

·9· ·able to put into place that might, you know, make gun shows

10· ·safer, at least in his eyes.

11· · · · · · So I'm going to go ahead and open it up to our board

12· ·members for discussion now, but I just wanted to make that

13· ·one distinction there, and then also to keep in mind that

14· ·this legislation is not law until the Governor signs it.

15· · · · · · So that is why the Board, as appointed gubernatorial

16· ·members of the 32nd DAA, are really the ones who are here to

17· ·help govern.

18· · · · · · The other thing I also want to highlight is:· If

19· ·this isn't good for the entire state, how come it's good for

20· ·the 32nd DAA?

21· · · · · · And those are really the issues that I think the

22· ·Board needs to keep in mind as we're discussing and reviewing

23· ·the letter that we're proposing we send to the governor.

24· · · · · · And I'm also recommending that we send a copy of

25· ·Senator Dave Min's letter along with our letter so that the
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·1· ·governor can also see the strong language that was used

·2· ·within the letter toward the Board of Directors.

·3· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, do you

·4· ·know off the top of your head or, maybe, our CEO could let us

·5· ·know when is the deadline for the governor to support or veto

·6· ·this legislation, SB 264?

·7· · · · · · SECRETARY RICHARDS:· My understanding is that the

·8· ·governor, the deadline is October 10th.· So the governor can

·9· ·either sign the bill, he can veto the bill, or if he does not

10· ·sign it, it automatically becomes law as of October 10th.

11· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· Chair Rubalcava, this is

12· ·Director Ruiz.· I just wanted to, you know, speak on this

13· ·briefly.

14· · · · · · We're not making a political point out of this, at

15· ·least from my standpoint I'm not.· I'm just addressing it

16· ·from an economic point of view, that's it.

17· · · · · · I wish Senator Min would have came to us and

18· ·addressed to us:· Look, we're about to loose a million

19· ·dollars if this goes through, what other options -- or what

20· ·other options can we come up with to replace the revenue that

21· ·could potentially be lost if this bill goes through?· That's

22· ·all.

23· · · · · · This is -- we're not making a political statement

24· ·here, and, again, I'm speaking for myself.· I'm just

25· ·addressing the economic impact on the 32nd DAA.
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·1· · · · · · I was under the impression when the bill was first

·2· ·introduced that this was going to be a statewide thing.· So I

·3· ·figured, okay, if it's a statewide thing, well, it is what it

·4· ·is.· So be it.

·5· · · · · · But then the bill was amended, and now we're the

·6· ·only ones that are going to be affected by this.· That, I'm

·7· ·just having a hard time understanding that.

·8· · · · · · Again, I'm for gun safety.· I'm all for gun safety,

·9· ·but getting rid of this gun show doesn't address the issue

10· ·that we have with guns.

11· · · · · · Most -- all State laws are being followed at these

12· ·gun shows, there's nothing illegal at these gun shows.  I

13· ·can't walk in there and walk out of there with a gun, like in

14· ·some other states.· That doesn't happen here.

15· · · · · · Now, if ghost guns is the issue, let's address that,

16· ·let's address the ghost gun issue on a statewide legislation

17· ·if that is the problem.

18· · · · · · I don't know all the facts behind ghost guns like

19· ·I'm sure Mr. Templeton could address, but I think we

20· ·should -- this should have been addressed differently.

21· · · · · · Again, I'm just speaking from an economic

22· ·standpoint.· Maybe the governor can veto it until we come up

23· ·with other ideas as to how we can supplement the revenue that

24· ·we potentially tend to loose here.

25· · · · · · Yes, guns are a problem, but this doesn't fix the
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·1· ·problem.· So I just wanted to state my opinion on that.

·2· ·Again, I'm not politicizing this at all.· I'm just addressing

·3· ·it from an economic standpoint for the 32nd DAA.· That's all.

·4· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you, Director Ruiz.

·5· · · · · · Any other comments or questions from the Board

·6· ·before we review the letter?

·7· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Yes, Chair, if you don't mind.  I

·8· ·want to make a couple comments before we, kind of, go over

·9· ·the content of the letter.

10· · · · · · You know, I agree with my fellow Board member that

11· ·we're not making the argument that anything at the shows that

12· ·is happening is violating California law.

13· · · · · · I think we've -- those of us -- I think almost all

14· ·of the Board members have taken the opportunity to go to the

15· ·gun shows, to meet Mr. Templeton, so that's not a point of

16· ·my -- of concern for me as we're going forward with this.

17· · · · · · And I do acknowledge, as the Chair pointed out, that

18· ·our fairgrounds and our Board of Directors has consistently

19· ·supported having gun shows at the fairgrounds.

20· · · · · · I think my concern is two-fold.· One, as an

21· ·appointee of the governor's office, I look to his past

22· ·comments, his past support of banning gun shows, and I look

23· ·at it as my role as a Board of Director to advance policy

24· ·that the governor would support.

25· · · · · · I know it is not until October 10th that we will
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·1· ·have a definitive answer, but I think in looking at his past

·2· ·actions, his past statements as a candidate for office, and

·3· ·as our governor, I think his opinion on these issues is

·4· ·fairly clear.

·5· · · · · · I'm also concerned that, you know, I'm not an

·6· ·elected official.· Senator David Min was elected by the

·7· ·people in this district, and this was a -- really a forefront

·8· ·issue for him, and the voters decided, you know, to put him

·9· ·into office and this issue is one of the things that, I

10· ·think, people resoundingly supported him on.

11· · · · · · So I'm just uncomfortable sending this letter for

12· ·those reasons, and I think if the Board does decide to go

13· ·through and send this letter, I would just respectfully

14· ·request that we put something in there that I will not be

15· ·supporting this, and I will not be signing my name as a Board

16· ·of Director to the letter going forward.

17· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you, Director Aitken.

18· · · · · · Director Bagneris.

19· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· I have -- my biggest concern

20· ·about this -- the million dollars -- I think our safety comes

21· ·first.· So I know that our staff and the persons that we've

22· ·hired to help us to bring in funds are going to be able to do

23· ·that, I believe we will successfully replace that money.

24· · · · · · I'm very disappointed that this wasn't an all or

25· ·nothing legislation.· All, if it's good for the 32nd DAA, was
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·1· ·good for all of the State fairs.· So I'm hoping at some point

·2· ·that that still happens.

·3· · · · · · I have to agree with Sora Aitken -- I'm sorry,

·4· ·Ashleigh, I've been in delta mode all weekend -- Director

·5· ·Aitken in that I would not be comfortable putting my name to

·6· ·the letter.

·7· · · · · · So if the Board does approve this and it moves

·8· ·forward, I agree that I would like to have some way to -- for

·9· ·it to be known, maybe it's the transcript from this meeting,

10· ·that I am not in agreement with this kind of letter to the

11· ·governor.

12· · · · · · What we can do about the other fairs, I don't know,

13· ·but I just think it's unfair that you singled this fair out

14· ·and didn't make it an all or nothing, but if this legislation

15· ·passes, I would support the governor in that passage.

16· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you,

17· ·Director Bagneris.· And I think that is the -- do we have

18· ·comment from anybody?

19· · · · · · And I just want to highlight, we haven't reviewed

20· ·the letter yet, and it's really about the fact that -- I

21· ·respect that Dave Min was elected, but I want to put

22· ·something in perspective.

23· · · · · · If Dave Min came in and said, "I don't like the way

24· ·the Equestrian Center is run at the fairgrounds," and he puts

25· ·policy through to get that removed from the fairgrounds, is
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·1· ·that something that we want to set precedent for?

·2· · · · · · And I know that this is a safety issue, but for me

·3· ·it's not political, so I don't even want to get into the fact

·4· ·that it makes no comprehensive change to any safety-related

·5· ·policies related to gun control or anything like that.

·6· · · · · · The issue here is that this is something that Dave

·7· ·Min ran on, right?· His political campaign, that's great, but

·8· ·it affects only the 32nd DAA and that's really what we

·9· ·address in the letter.

10· · · · · · We are appointed members of the Board of Directors

11· ·by the governor of the State.· This isn't political.· We're

12· ·not beating him over the head and saying, you know, "We know

13· ·that you don't like guns, and we ask you to veto this."

14· · · · · · We're simply making him aware of the fact that this

15· ·32nd DAA, if it's not good for one DAA, how is it not good

16· ·for the rest?

17· · · · · · So I just want to, you know, remind everybody we're

18· ·not -- we will not -- never send a disrespectful letter to

19· ·the governor.

20· · · · · · I also respect the governor's position on various

21· ·things, but I also think, as the governing body, we need to

22· ·make sure that we have it on the record that we are losing

23· ·this revenue.

24· · · · · · Replacing it with a 5K will never generate a million

25· ·dollars in revenue annually.· It will actually lose money at
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·1· ·the fairgrounds.

·2· · · · · · So this is not a political fight.· We're not

·3· ·fighting with Senator Min.· He has made it personal by saying

·4· ·he will go after any board members who personally votes for

·5· ·stuff.· This is not personal.· This is simply us governing

·6· ·the DAA.

·7· · · · · · So, Doug, did you have a comment?· I'm sorry, I

·8· ·actually spoke over you.

·9· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Yes, thanks, Natalie.

10· · · · · · One of the concerns that I have, I think Barbara and

11· ·Robert both articulated it and that was the fact that this

12· ·only applies to the 32nd DAA.

13· · · · · · I was wondering if Senator Min's chief of staff

14· ·could speak to the reasons why the legislation was pared

15· ·down, if you will, from all State properties to apply only to

16· ·the 32nd DAA.

17· · · · · · I believe he's still on the line or perhaps the

18· ·gentleman from Brady Group who provided testimony --

19· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Or Ash.· I think Ash is

20· ·representing Senator Dave Min's office.

21· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Yeah, right.· So I would like

22· ·to kind of see if I can get an answer to that question.

23· · · · · · MR. ALVANDI:· Thank you, Board Member.· I would be

24· ·happy to have the senator, you know, send you his remarks on

25· ·that.· You know, we're still finalizing our public statements
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·1· ·regarding what happened with the bill.

·2· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· I guess the question is

·3· ·that -- I think Director Bagneris said it very well.

·4· · · · · · Obviously, when this started out it was going to

·5· ·apply to all of the DAAs, and there are a number of them in

·6· ·the state and as Chair Rubalcava-Garcia said that in the case

·7· ·of both the Cal Palace and San Diego, the Board's went on

·8· ·record in opposition to the gun shows.

·9· · · · · · This is a very significant economic impact on the

10· ·district, and I think, as you know and everyone knows, it's

11· ·been a struggle for all DAAs for the last couple of years

12· ·with COVID.

13· · · · · · And we, through our leadership on our -- on the

14· ·Board, as well as our CEO we work very hard to, obviously,

15· ·replace those lost revenues and to keep our ship afloat, so

16· ·to speak.

17· · · · · · Obviously, the loss of the gun shows will not break

18· ·the bank, so to speak, but it does provide an immediate

19· ·significant challenge, as Director Ruiz said, to our staff

20· ·and the Board to replace those lost revenues if they came

21· ·from events that were legal and well-monitored within the

22· ·district.

23· · · · · · So any information you could at some point in time

24· ·provide to the district as to what happened in the making of

25· ·the legislation that went from everyone to only us would be



22

·1· ·much appreciated.

·2· · · · · · DIRECTOR PHAM:· Yes.· This is Newton, by the way, as

·3· ·well.

·4· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Oh, hi, Newton.· Go ahead.

·5· · · · · · DIRECTOR PHAM:· Yeah, yeah, I mean, politics aside,

·6· ·fundamentally from my standpoint, you know, we, like you

·7· ·said, it's our job to sort of govern the fairgrounds, and

·8· ·this particular thing is specifically targeting just our

·9· ·facility.

10· · · · · · So I think from that standpoint, you know, we do

11· ·have, you know, a, I guess, a -- not necessarily -- you know,

12· ·I think it's -- it's okay from a standpoint to say, "Hey,

13· ·provide, you know, information to the governor presenting the

14· ·economic impact that's proposed," and it's up to him to

15· ·decide whether he would like to kind of take that into

16· ·consideration or not.

17· · · · · · I think that's a relatively harmless thing from this

18· ·letter.· You know, I think making it larger than it is and

19· ·making it a political statement is not necessarily the case

20· ·here.

21· · · · · · It's just saying, "Hey, this is a big impact

22· ·financially to our fairgrounds.· I would like to you consider

23· ·that before finalizing anything," and leave it up to him.

24· ·That's kind of how I see it.

25· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you, Director Pham.
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·1· · · · · · Director Ruiz, go ahead.

·2· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· Yeah, if you could read the letter,

·3· ·so that way everyone knows what exactly we're sending,

·4· ·because I think the message is not getting across.

·5· · · · · · We are not sending a letter telling the governor

·6· ·that we don't agree with his -- his gun legislation.· That's

·7· ·not what we're doing.· So if you could read the letter so

·8· ·everyone knows exactly what we're sending to the governor.

·9· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Okay.· Michelle, would you

10· ·like to read the letter, because it's kind of small for me.

11· ·I can't --

12· · · · · · SECRETARY RICHARDS:· Sure.

13· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you.

14· · · · · · SECRETARY RICHARDS:· Sure.· Let me enlarge it for

15· ·everybody.

16· · · · · · Dated today, addressed to the

17· ·Honorable Gavin Newsom, Governor of the State of California,

18· ·regarding -- sorry -- Regarding:· SB 264, Request Veto of

19· ·Senate Bill 264 --

20· · · · · · MS. SHARP:· Yeah, I'm on a Zoom call, is it

21· ·critical?

22· · · · · · SECRETARY RICHARDS:· Ms. Sharp, you're

23· ·not -- Ms. Sharp, you're not muted.· We can -- thank you.

24· · · · · · The 32nd District Agricultural Association Board of

25· ·Directors opposes SB 264 and respectfully requests you veto
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·1· ·the bill.· SB 264 would prohibit all sales of firearms and

·2· ·ammunition at events held at the 32nd District Agricultural

·3· ·Association, the Orange County Fair and Event Center.

·4· · · · · · For over 30 years -- and I think that will have to

·5· ·be amended to 25 years -- the OC Fair and Event Center has

·6· ·hosted a gun show, which resulted in approximately one

·7· ·million dollars in revenue annually.

·8· · · · · · This event is held multiple times each year, is

·9· ·attended by 70,000 members of the community annually, and

10· ·generates economic development opportunities for surrounding

11· ·businesses located near the OC Fair and Event Center.

12· · · · · · The event promoter is a family-owned business

13· ·providing opportunities for small business owners to generate

14· ·an income that allows them to support their families.· This

15· ·prohibition unfairly and exclusively impacts the OC Fair and

16· ·Event Center.

17· · · · · · The 32nd DAA is governed by a gubernatorial

18· ·appointed board of directors and requires minimal to no

19· ·support annually from the State of California.· The OC Fair

20· ·and Event Center generates revenues from hosting a 23-day

21· ·annual fair, trade shows, consumer events, concerts, and

22· ·other like events.

23· · · · · · The 32nd DAA Board of Directors has historically

24· ·approved the type of events held at the OC Fair and Event

25· ·Center in response to the needs and interests of the
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·1· ·surrounding community.

·2· · · · · · In 2020 the Board of Directors voted 5-to-1 to allow

·3· ·gun shows to continue operating at the OC Fair and Event

·4· ·Center as long as they are legal in the State of California.

·5· · · · · · Unfortunately, Senator Dave Min never consulted with

·6· ·the Board of the 32nd DAA to determine if other

·7· ·non-legislative options exist to address his concerns.

·8· · · · · · We request you veto this bill so Senator Dave Min

·9· ·and the Board of Directors may discuss solutions.

10· · · · · · Furthermore, this prohibition will not enhance

11· ·public safety, as current law already requires all firearm

12· ·transactions at events hosted at fairgrounds to be subject to

13· ·the same stringent standards as required in a dealers store.

14· · · · · · All firearm transactions that take place on

15· ·fairgrounds are subject to the ten-day waiting period while

16· ·requiring the firearm to remain in the possession of the

17· ·transacting dealer until that period ends and the

18· ·Department of Justice has completed the required background

19· ·check.

20· · · · · · The gubernatorial appointed board of the 32nd DAA

21· ·respectfully requests that you veto SB 264, so we can work

22· ·with Senator Dave Min to identify solutions that will address

23· ·his concerns.

24· · · · · · Currently signed by the Chair of the 32nd DAA.

25· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· So open to any other Board
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·1· ·members for questions or comments, and we do have one other

·2· ·public -- one additional public comment on this item.

·3· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· I'd like to hear the public

·4· ·comment if we can.

·5· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you,

·6· ·Director Bagneris.

·7· · · · · · Summer, can you please have the public comment.

·8· · · · · · Thank you.· It's Monday.

·9· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Gibran Stout, when you're ready,

10· ·and if you're dialed in, you'll have to press star 6.

11· · · · · · MS. STOUT:· Hi.

12· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· There you are.

13· · · · · · MS. STOUT:· Can you hear me?

14· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Yeah, go right ahead.

15· · · · · · MS. STOUT:· Okay.· All right.· My personal feelings

16· ·about guns in general are ambiguous, and I had to do some

17· ·research on this topic, and I know it's hard but I think it's

18· ·critical that we set aside our personal passions, politics,

19· ·and feelings, and stick to the simple facts.

20· · · · · · So my research, as you've already pointed out, is

21· ·that SB 264 singles out one piece of property in the entire

22· ·state without any discussions.

23· · · · · · Two, the right to bear arms is still currently

24· ·protected in our Constitution, and three, California actually

25· ·is the state with the strictest gun laws and has the seventh
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·1· ·lowest rate of deaths by gun violence, didn't know that, but

·2· ·thought that was interesting.

·3· · · · · · As many directors have pointed out, the economic

·4· ·impact is huge.· Our country, say, our entire world continues

·5· ·to suffer great and social economic loss due to COVID-19.  I

·6· ·truly believe that every single business is essential to

·7· ·somebody, to some person or some family.

·8· · · · · · So I think it's wrong to let our personal feelings

·9· ·restrain the legal rights of others.· I think it's bad

10· ·business to turn away income and deny local businesses the

11· ·opportunity to recover financially by conducting their

12· ·business legally on state-owned property.

13· · · · · · Instead of denying the proposed contracts, I fully

14· ·support amending them to specifically prohibit sales, which

15· ·contribute to ghost guns which the vender has already agreed

16· ·to do, so problem solved it would seem to me.

17· · · · · · I think that it is better to help stimulate legal

18· ·businesses and economic recovery.· I think that the Board of

19· ·Directors has done a great job guiding this district, and I

20· ·think you should continue to do so without interference from

21· ·legislators four hundred miles away.

22· · · · · · I think it's also telling that this legislation was

23· ·proposed without any discussion with you.· So clearly you are

24· ·perfectly capable steering this ship successfully as you have

25· ·done.
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·1· · · · · · I would recommend no on SB 264, yes on economic

·2· ·recovery, and yes on these contracts with the ghost gun

·3· ·provision.

·4· · · · · · So carry on, I think you guys are doing a great job,

·5· ·and I think that we set aside passions and politics and we

·6· ·just go -- you follow the law and right now they're legal and

·7· ·if we can do it in a legal and safe way, I support that.

·8· · · · · · So thank you.

·9· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Thank you, Gibran.

10· · · · · · We have one more public commenter.· Piper Benom,

11· ·when you're ready.

12· · · · · · MS. BENOM:· Hi, good morning, Directors.· I just

13· ·wanted to say -- remind you all that the state legislator has

14· ·voted to end gun shows at the OC Fairground, and it wasn't

15· ·even close.

16· · · · · · The governor has expressed his support for the bill

17· ·when it was a statewide ban, and I think we can safely assume

18· ·he will continue to support it when it's just Orange County.

19· · · · · · The bill was narrowed to Orange County because

20· ·it's -- because it's a local control issue, and that's my

21· ·understanding of why it was narrowed.

22· · · · · · And I think that we should -- the Board should

23· ·recognize that this is the law that is happening and since

24· ·the Governor has already expressed support for it, I don't

25· ·think it's -- I don't think it's valid for the Board to go
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·1· ·against what the -- the constituents that elected Senator Min

·2· ·in his district and your district have elected him based

·3· ·largely on this issue, and the constituents that live in

·4· ·where the fairground is don't want gun shows there anymore.

·5· · · · · · We have spoken many times about it and Senator Min

·6· ·now as our elected representative has put this bill through,

·7· ·his first bill, I believe, and the voters put him in for that

·8· ·reason, and I think the Board -- it would behoove the Board

·9· ·to go with what the constituents, the -- your representative,

10· ·and the governor's office has expressed in this case.

11· · · · · · Thank you.

12· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Thank you.

13· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you to our public

14· ·commenters.

15· · · · · · Any additional comments, Summer?

16· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· No, not at this time.

17· · · · · · Oh, I'm sorry.· One more.· Julia Demlow, when you're

18· ·ready.

19· · · · · · MS. DEMLOW:· Great.· Can you hear me?

20· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Yes, go ahead.

21· · · · · · MS. DEMLOW:· Okay.· Thank you, Summer.

22· · · · · · I would just like to make a couple comments to the

23· ·Board in regards to some statements made.· The first one, I

24· ·would just like on the record that we and other people have

25· ·been trying to work with the Board for the past two years in
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·1· ·either excluding gun shows on the fairgrounds and not

·2· ·renewing contracts and actually touring with the Board

·3· ·members and Mr. Templeton at gun shows to voice our concerns.

·4· · · · · · So many times when the contract comes up for

·5· ·renewal, we have voiced our concerns in hopes that the Board

·6· ·of the fairgrounds would take action and disallow gun shows

·7· ·on the OC Fairgrounds property.

·8· · · · · · To then -- to that point, no action was taken.· The

·9· ·gun shows did continue, and therefore, we supported and our

10· ·community supported Senator Dave Min, this being one of his

11· ·main topics and main positions if elected.

12· · · · · · So it is disingenuous to say that no one has worked

13· ·with the Fairground Board in trying to come up with solutions

14· ·on the gun shows.· So that's the first statement.

15· · · · · · The second statement would be, I feel very confident

16· ·in the staff for the gun -- for the fairgrounds, and I feel

17· ·very confident that they would be able to come up with

18· ·creative family-friendly events that would more than recoup

19· ·the million dollars of lost revenue.

20· · · · · · So with that being said, I think that the

21· ·hypotheticals that the Chairman has put forward, are just

22· ·that, hypotheticals, and we should have the opportunity to

23· ·explore other events and opportunities to make that

24· ·shortfall.

25· · · · · · And lastly, it is true that the gun show is
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·1· ·operating within law -- the current California laws and at

·2· ·these shows have not had any issues, but the effects after

·3· ·the shows, the guns in our communities that are causing

·4· ·deaths in our communities, cannot be forgotten and excluded

·5· ·and even though it doesn't happen on the gun show property,

·6· ·there are after effects in our community that need to be

·7· ·addressed.

·8· · · · · · So thank you for this opportunity to speak.

·9· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you.· Thank you to

10· ·all our public speakers.

11· · · · · · Summer, does that conclude public comment for now?

12· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Yes, it does.

13· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you.

14· · · · · · I would like to turn it back over to the Board, and

15· ·I just want to also mention that Josh is on the call.· So if

16· ·anybody has any questions for Josh regarding this issue, feel

17· ·free, in terms of the Board members.

18· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Yes, Natalie.· This is Doug

19· ·again.

20· · · · · · Josh, could you speak to the issue of the Board

21· ·taking any specific position either for or against any

22· ·legislation now or in the future that would impact the

23· ·32nd DAA?

24· · · · · · MR. CAPLAN:· I'm happy to.· I can speak generally to

25· ·the ability of the Board -- and this issue has come up
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·1· ·historically, not only at the 32nd DAA, but other DAAs

·2· ·regarding the ability to retain lobbying firms.· I'll make

·3· ·the connection for you in just a minute.

·4· · · · · · The reason why that's a critical issue to discuss,

·5· ·well, in the first instance is, generally DAAs -- there's

·6· ·nothing that our office has found in terms of statutory or

·7· ·regulatory prohibitions on a DAA's ability to retain a

·8· ·lobbying firm simply because the DAA is a State institution.

·9· · · · · · The critical piece though to keep in mind is that

10· ·the scope of any lobbying efforts on behalf of the district

11· ·is limited specifically to engaging the legislature in

12· ·discussion for the purpose of presenting the district's

13· ·viewpoint on proposed legislation.

14· · · · · · You know, there is Case Law in California that

15· ·distinguishes between, what's called, legislative lobbying.

16· ·A great example of legislative lobbying would have been what

17· ·the 32nd DAA went through regarding the 5050 raffle.

18· · · · · · The DAA identified a potential source of revenue for

19· ·the 32nd DAA and perhaps other DAAs across the state,

20· ·retained the lobbyists to work with other DAAs, I'm

21· ·presuming, and possibly with CDFA to present the idea to

22· ·members of the State legislature to see whether legislation

23· ·would be -- would be a possibility and to go through that

24· ·process.

25· · · · · · Again, that discussion was started because the
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·1· ·district identified an issue that would benefit the facility

·2· ·and presumably benefit the county and all of its residents in

·3· ·terms of generating revenue on the property.

·4· · · · · · But what the district is not able to do, is to

·5· ·engage in something called grassroots lobbying, which is

·6· ·essentially lobbying on particular partisan issues.

·7· · · · · · So, for example, if there's a local initiative

·8· ·that's on the ballot, the district can't take any position

·9· ·for or against any local initiative or even if there is a

10· ·State initiative on the ballot, the district could not take

11· ·one side over the other because the Board represents all of

12· ·the members of Orange County and certainly there's going to

13· ·be diverse political voices and opinions within the county

14· ·boundaries.· So the district simply can't pick one side over

15· ·the other.

16· · · · · · The reason why Senate Bill 264 is a little bit more

17· ·challenging is because the legislature has already passed the

18· ·bill and has sent it along to Governor Newsom for signature.

19· · · · · · So while the district, I think, California law would

20· ·have supported the district's ability to engage the

21· ·legislature during the legislative process, the bill has

22· ·already been approved by the legislature and now the only

23· ·thing that would need to happen is the governor either signs

24· ·the bill into law or vetoes the bill or does nothing, and

25· ·then I presume it's vetoed as a matter of law.
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·1· · · · · · To the extent the district wants to provide

·2· ·information to the governor in terms of financial impacts or

·3· ·information that it would have provided earlier on in the

·4· ·process if given the opportunity, I don't think that would

·5· ·create any concern.

·6· · · · · · What the district needs to avoid though -- and,

·7· ·again, because there's some gray area in the law at this

·8· ·stage of the legislative process -- again, the question is:

·9· ·Is this legislative process complete?

10· · · · · · In other words, the bill has now been passed to the

11· ·executive office of the governor, and so it's unclear whether

12· ·the DAA would have the authority, for example, to hire a

13· ·lobbyist to lobby Governor Newsom on signing the bill,

14· ·because I think an argument could be made that that is taking

15· ·a political position.

16· · · · · · But I think there would be a way for the Board to

17· ·provide the Governor with information to take into

18· ·consideration when he's deciding whether or not to sign the

19· ·bill.

20· · · · · · And specifically, I'm looking at the letter in front

21· ·of me, and I'm not -- certainly not going to take the

22· ·position or presume that I'm in the best situation to redline

23· ·or modify that letter that's coming from the Board.

24· · · · · · But if the Board does want to provide the governor

25· ·with information regarding the potential financial impacts on
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·1· ·the property if gun shows are prohibited under this bill, I

·2· ·think that would be appropriate.

·3· · · · · · But I think -- I do not know that the Board has the

·4· ·ability to advocate, for example, for a specific veto.  I

·5· ·think it was Director Pham that put it, I think, better than

·6· ·I could, which is the Board should provide information to the

·7· ·governor for him to take into consideration in deciding

·8· ·whether or not to sign SB 264 as opposed to providing him

·9· ·with information and essentially directing him to veto

10· ·SB 264.

11· · · · · · And that distinction is critically important because

12· ·there are members of the county that presumably support

13· ·SB 264, and likewise, there are members of county that

14· ·likewise are opposed to SB 264.

15· · · · · · And so the district is in a unique position to

16· ·provide the governor with insight and information about the

17· ·potential financial impacts of this bill, and then ultimately

18· ·let Governor Newsom decide whether or not he intends to sign

19· ·the bill or not.

20· · · · · · And in doing that, he'll likely take into

21· ·consideration information from various sources inside

22· ·Orange County and outside of Orange County.

23· · · · · · So that's -- I know I'm not giving you an easy

24· ·answer, but, I think, that's the best information that I can

25· ·provide you with given the state of things and where SB 264
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·1· ·sits at the point in the legislative process.

·2· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Yeah, and, Josh, so you're

·3· ·recommending -- and I think it would be good for Michelle to

·4· ·also share some information on how the bill was sort of

·5· ·pushed through and so that they waived any opportunity for

·6· ·anybody to potentially lobby the elected officials.

·7· · · · · · But what I think I'm hearing you say is, the letter

·8· ·is okay, but we should probably avoid putting in

·9· ·"respectfully request you veto," but maybe replace that with,

10· ·you know, request that -- our concerns, "Here are the things

11· ·that concern us about the passage of this bill."

12· · · · · · MR. CAPLAN:· Yeah, or even, you know, even

13· ·statements like, you know, "This is the information we would

14· ·like the governor to take into consideration in deciding

15· ·whether or not to sign SB 264."

16· · · · · · You know what, I certainly hate to wordsmith on the

17· ·fly, but there are, you know, words, you know, words like

18· ·"concern" can be read to suggest that the district is taking

19· ·a specific political position, whereas if the term "concern"

20· ·is -- if there's a modifier to that term, for example,

21· ·"financial concerns."

22· · · · · · If there's other concerns that the Board has

23· ·separate and apart from the substantive nature of the bill,

24· ·in other words, the substantive nature of the bill should not

25· ·play a specific role in what -- in the information the Board
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·1· ·is providing the governor.

·2· · · · · · For example, you had mentioned the example of the

·3· ·Equestrian Center.· So let's -- if SB 264 had made it

·4· ·illegal, the ability to operate a horse run facility in

·5· ·Orange County, then presumably this letter would look -- the

·6· ·letter should look very similar to the extent that that bill

·7· ·would impact the financial -- the ability of the district to

·8· ·generate revenue and if it would have financial implications

·9· ·for the financial viability of the property.

10· · · · · · So to the extent that that type of information can

11· ·be provided, it's -- it's information that is uniquely

12· ·provided by the district and doesn't take a position one way

13· ·or the other.

14· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thanks Josh.

15· · · · · · And I might -- oh, go ahead, Doug.

16· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Thanks, Josh.· I think that's

17· ·very helpful and very informative, and I cannot support the

18· ·letter in its current form.

19· · · · · · If we can modify it and maybe the approach would be

20· ·to do that and bring it back to the 23rd meeting and keep it

21· ·just very informational, advising the governor, "As you

22· ·consider your actions regarding this legislation, we wanted

23· ·to provide you with the following information relative to the

24· ·impacts on the 32nd DAA," and just keep it very general.

25· · · · · · Even in that context, maybe just providing the
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·1· ·comments from the transcript, but I think to urge one action

·2· ·one way or the other, and then to address the issues relative

·3· ·to senator Min, I think we should keep it very generic, just

·4· ·information only, here's the financial impacts on the 32nd

·5· ·DAA.

·6· · · · · · You know, we can obviously go into some history with

·7· ·how long they've been a business operating at the fair, and

·8· ·we can also go into all of the efforts that the Board and

·9· ·staff have made during the COVID situation to, like you said

10· ·earlier, to keep the ship afloat.

11· · · · · · But I think making any recommendation for or against

12· ·any legislation that would impact this, should not

13· ·be -- should not be a part of the letter.

14· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· And, Doug, to your point,

15· ·Michelle is changing it in real-time right now.· So now it

16· ·reads, "Economic Impact of SB 264 on 32nd District

17· ·Agricultural Association," and that's how it could be

18· ·modified throughout the entire letter.· So we'll remove any

19· ·request for veto but make it just factual.

20· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· So Director -- Chair, I am -- I

21· ·know we're doing this on the fly and already I like it better

22· ·that we're not directing -- saying, "Hey, veto this," but do

23· ·we need to take a five-minute break, ten-minute break to get

24· ·the language, or do we wait for the next Board meeting?

25· · · · · · Since there is a deadline for the governor to sign
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·1· ·it, the more time he has with our letter, the better if we're

·2· ·going to do this.

·3· · · · · · So should we take a break and wordsmith this with

·4· ·the help of Josh, or do we bring it back to the next Board

·5· ·meeting?

·6· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· I'm okay with -- does the

·7· ·Board want to take a break to have us wordsmith this really

·8· ·quickly?

·9· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Can we -- can we offer our input?

10· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Yeah, you know, Ashleigh,

11· ·if you want to offer your input and Michelle is actually

12· ·changing it at the same time.

13· · · · · · And I'm mindful of people's time, and I know

14· ·that -- I want to make sure that we get to this item.· So if

15· ·you want to look at that -- Ashleigh, if you want to add some

16· ·context there or change the context.

17· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Yeah, I think my concern -- you

18· ·know, and I think we can change it if the majority of the

19· ·Board decides to send this letter that we just have something

20· ·that says, "The majority of the 32nd DAA Board of Directors

21· ·with Director Aitken" -- and if anybody else wants to join

22· ·me -- "voting no."

23· · · · · · I just want that in there, and, I think, we -- I

24· ·like what you said about sticking to the facts.· I think

25· ·there's certain things in here that I don't know that we can
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·1· ·prove.

·2· · · · · · Obviously, we know what our revenue stream is, we

·3· ·know that they've been here for 25 years, that it's four

·4· ·times a year, but when we say it's 70,000 -- and maybe

·5· ·Michelle knows this -- is 70,000 -- are those individually

·6· ·and distinct members of the community or could it be the same

·7· ·15-, 20,000 that come all four?

·8· · · · · · I mean, that just -- I don't know if we can prove

·9· ·that, as well as the statement about it generates economic

10· ·development opportunities for surrounding businesses.  I

11· ·don't know that we can say that or prove that.· I don't know

12· ·if it makes the argument any stronger.

13· · · · · · I also think, at the bottom, when we are using,

14· ·maybe, in my opinion, language that's a bit too strong

15· ·addressing Senator -- State Senator Dave Min.

16· · · · · · He did come to the gun show.· He did come -- I

17· ·believe he has made public comment and has addressed our

18· ·Board before, so I don't know if it's entirely fair to stay

19· ·that he never consulted with us.

20· · · · · · I think he certainly never agreed with the majority

21· ·of the Board, but that's different than maybe never

22· ·consulting with us, maybe we could soften that language a

23· ·little bit.

24· · · · · · The same thing, I think, in the last paragraph where

25· ·we're saying, "This prohibition will not enhance public
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·1· ·safety," I think that's extremely debatable.· I think some

·2· ·people will say yes, some people will say no.

·3· · · · · · And if the Board wants to do this, I think to

·4· ·Director La Bell's point, I think we should just stick to the

·5· ·facts that we can prove, and then just make the

·6· ·caveat carve-out that I'm not going to be signing onto this

·7· ·letter in whatever language that you see fit.

·8· · · · · · Those would be my overall general comments.

·9· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· So, Madam Chair -- so

10· ·Director Aitken, I heard what you just said, and I'm pretty

11· ·much on the same wavelength, but I did like the fact that we

12· ·would tailor this letter just to be the -- to stick to the

13· ·economic concern of not having the gun show and leave a lot

14· ·of the rest of this out.

15· · · · · · But it sounds to me that you would not be in favor

16· ·of the letter even if we do that, and that's the thing that

17· ·we could easily put a motion to the floor to reject the

18· ·letter period and move on.

19· · · · · · I don't know if we want to delay this meeting,

20· ·trying to do something that may not pass or pass.· I'm just

21· ·concerned that there are too many concerns right now for this

22· ·letter and the whole process that we're trying to take on

23· ·this, that maybe we just need to move on, and if the governor

24· ·signs, it will be law, and we won't have a choice in it

25· ·anyway.
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·1· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Director Bagneris makes a

·2· ·good point, and I would recommend we go ahead and take a vote

·3· ·as to whether or not we're going to send a letter as one full

·4· ·Board.

·5· · · · · · My concerns about tabling it for our September 23rd

·6· ·meeting is that it could be signed into law tomorrow or the

·7· ·day after, and I think it's good for us to get this on the

·8· ·record from a budget perspective too.

·9· · · · · · If there's ever opportunity for the State to provide

10· ·us with some sort of fiscal support, having this on the

11· ·record is instrumental.· I think that Director Aitken, you

12· ·know, made a good point about that last statement about the

13· ·safety, that should come out.

14· · · · · · But I actually am opposed to removing -- with

15· ·confirmation, we can definetly confirm number of attendees,

16· ·but I don't think that we should take out the statement about

17· ·the surrounding businesses because we are an economic

18· ·development driver and there are businesses in the

19· ·surrounding area that benefit, and I don't think that hurts

20· ·or makes a political statement whatsoever.

21· · · · · · But I would go ahead and -- if I can get a motion to

22· ·at least vote on sending the letter with, you know, with the

23· ·caveat that we are going to revise it so that it's all

24· ·factual and we will take out any reference to, you know,

25· ·Senator Dave Min.
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·1· · · · · · The other thing I want to mention is Senator Dave

·2· ·Min never came to our Board meeting and addressed the Board.

·3· ·He -- I believe, he -- there was a group called Waive, which

·4· ·is a political group that came here to address our Board and

·5· ·we gave them ample time.

·6· · · · · · Senator Dave Min was invited to visit the gun show

·7· ·and he did, but we never had any discussions with him prior

·8· ·to that.· He just decided to push -- bulldoze this through

·9· ·and basically take it out of our governing decision-making.

10· · · · · · So for those reasons, I think we need to at least

11· ·send a letter to address the economic impact and the failure

12· ·in the process.

13· · · · · · So this is not a, you know, political issue, this is

14· ·purely economic development, and we are the governing body.

15· ·We have a fiduciary duty as appointees of the governor to at

16· ·least make him aware of what has happened and what will

17· ·impact us.

18· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· Director Rubalcava [sic], this is

19· ·Director Ruiz.· I just wanted to make a comment.  I

20· ·wholeheartedly agree with what you said.

21· · · · · · I would like to see Senator Min's name left on there

22· ·because, you're right, he didn't come.· He spoke at a

23· ·meeting, speaking and addressing your opinion is one thing,

24· ·coming to the Board and telling us -- asking us, "How can we

25· ·work together?· This is the direction which I want to go in
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·1· ·my district with 32nd DAA, how can we work together?"

·2· · · · · · To me that's reaching out and trying to come up with

·3· ·a solution.· Getting up to the microphone and speaking your

·4· ·opinion is not a solution in my opinion.· So I would request

·5· ·that his name stay on this letter.· That's my opinion.

·6· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you, Director Ruiz.

·7· · · · · · And I believe Director Cervantes has a comment but

·8· ·may have some issues coming off of mute.

·9· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Director Cervantes, try star 6 to

10· ·unmute yourself.

11· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· Awesome.· Can you hear me now?

12· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Yes.

13· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· Perfect.· Thank you so much.

14· · · · · · And I agree with exactly everything that

15· ·Director Ruiz just mentioned, and I think one of the most

16· ·important facts that we should go ahead and focus on also is

17· ·that during this entire period of time of having gun shows,

18· ·nothing has changed.

19· · · · · · Safety has been of the utmost concern that the

20· ·OC Fair staff has worked together and implemented, so much so

21· ·that one of the Board of Directors, Director Barbara Bagneris

22· ·purchased a gun as far as I remember -- and you can correct

23· ·me, Director Bagneris, if that's not true.

24· · · · · · But most importantly, safety hasn't changed.· It's

25· ·still there, so I do support the letter.
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·1· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· With that, I would like to

·2· ·entertain -- I make a motion that we send the letter --

·3· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· I so move that we do.· This is

·4· ·Sandra Cervantes.

·5· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· So I have discussion.

·6· · · · · · DIRECTOR PHAM:· So just for clarity, if we're voting

·7· ·to send a letter, you know, do we have to have a subsequent

·8· ·vote for the content of the letter, or do we want to just

·9· ·say, you know, have a vote to not send a letter to kind of

10· ·nip that in the bud if people want that to happen, and then

11· ·we can discuss content afterwards?

12· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· And the motion isn't clear to

13· ·that effect --

14· · · · · · DIRECTOR PHAM:· Right.

15· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· -- and because of that, I would

16· ·have to vote the motion down, and it would have to come back

17· ·to us in a different form, because I'm not comfortable -- if

18· ·the motion clarifies that or not.

19· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· I agree with

20· ·Director Bagneris.· If this letter is going to just provide

21· ·information only to the governor, whether he signs it or

22· ·doesn't sign it, you know, I think based on Director Aitken's

23· ·earlier comments, I think the governor is on record in

24· ·support of this even on a statewide basis.

25· · · · · · I think our only role at this point in time as a
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·1· ·Board is to advise the governor of what the economic impacts

·2· ·will be and keep it very very generic.

·3· · · · · · I would like to see a letter that all of us can

·4· ·support, and, you know, if we can't get to that point, then

·5· ·I'm going to be a no on sending any kind of communication to

·6· ·the governor and the record will just show what our

·7· ·discussion was and to the extent that anyone would want to

·8· ·review that, then that's obviously part of the public

·9· ·record.

10· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Perfect.

11· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· So based on -- I'm a no at

12· ·this point.

13· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· So, Doug, I would -- let's

14· ·look at this.· So as part of the discussion, we have already

15· ·changed it to, "Economic Impact of 264."

16· · · · · · We are removing "The 32nd DAA Agricultural

17· ·Association Board of Directors opposes."· So the letter will

18· ·start out with, "SB 264 would prohibit all sale of firearm

19· ·and ammunition at the fairgrounds," which basically states

20· ·what the bill is.

21· · · · · · We go into the economic development.· We will remove

22· ·where it says, "Furthermore, this prohibits -- this

23· ·prohibition will not enhance public safety," we will take

24· ·that out, and then, we can -- the last statement could just

25· ·say, "The gubernatorial appointed Board of the 32nd DAA
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·1· ·writes to inform you about your decision as you ponder

·2· ·signing or vetoing -- or signing SB 264."

·3· · · · · · It is okay -- I think, that the governor has his

·4· ·stance on things.· I don't think that should sway how the

·5· ·Board -- you know, we're just informing him as appointees of

·6· ·the governor.

·7· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· I'm just not comfortable on the

·8· ·fly trying to recreate this letter without us reading what

·9· ·the final format of this letter would be.

10· · · · · · DIRECTOR PHAM:· Right.

11· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· That's my --

12· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Yeah, and we can -- I mean,

13· ·we can --

14· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· I agree, and I also want

15· ·Josh Caplan to have had the opportunity to review and edit

16· ·appropriately to make sure that we are, you know, in

17· ·accordance with laws relating to the -- this whole matter.

18· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Okay.· So how about this,

19· ·since we noticed a ten-day meeting, how about we send

20· ·everybody a copy of this letter, and then we reconvene at

21· ·11:00 to review and vote?

22· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Josh, does that give you

23· ·enough to time to review the letter and provide your input?

24· · · · · · MR. CAPLAN:· Yes, and so the Board is aware, my

25· ·review is really going to be focused on ensuring the letter



48

·1· ·doesn't include any language that identifies a specific

·2· ·political position on the bill itself but that it's focused

·3· ·truly on the impacts of the bill.

·4· · · · · · Again, setting aside the substance of the bill, what

·5· ·impacts would this bill have, and what information does the

·6· ·Board think is helpful.

·7· · · · · · I'm not going to insert or include or wordsmith the

·8· ·information, for example, about the history of the gun show,

·9· ·number of attendees, financial revenue generated.· I simply

10· ·don't have that information.

11· · · · · · I'll be focused more on a lot of language, which has

12· ·already been stricken in red on the screen share, language

13· ·like that, which goes more outside of the corners of the

14· ·financial impacts of this bill.

15· · · · · · But yeah, I won't be able to do that between now and

16· ·11:00, it's a very short letter.

17· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· And then, Josh, I would just

18· ·respectfully request that in the -- sorry, this is

19· ·Director Aitken -- that we put, maybe, when it says, "In 2020

20· ·the Board of Directors voted 5 to 1," just saying, "with

21· ·Director Aitken dissenting," and then at the bottom, just

22· ·say, "The majority of the gubernatorial appointed board of

23· ·the 32nd DAA writes to inform you."

24· · · · · · MR. CAPLAN:· I don't have any legal objection to

25· ·those changes.
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·1· · · · · · DIRECTOR PHAM:· Just looking at the letter, it looks

·2· ·like a lot's going to be stricken.· You know, there's request

·3· ·to veto in the third paragraph, which, you know, kind of puts

·4· ·a position on, whatnot, you know, the Board.

·5· · · · · · But, yeah, I mean, I think deciding this quickly on

·6· ·a new letter and then circling back in a half an hour, even

·7· ·an hour is going to be challenging from what I'm hearing, so.

·8· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Okay.· So then hearing the

·9· ·concerns, can we at least vote that we will send a letter, we

10· ·will then circulate the letter to the Board for review and

11· ·approval at the 23rd meeting?

12· · · · · · What I'm trying to avoid is wasting time on the 23rd

13· ·deciding whether or not we're sending a letter.· We can send

14· ·a letter to the Board to review and make any suggested edits

15· ·to Michelle Richards, and then we can go ahead and send it

16· ·off by the 23rd.

17· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· I'm somewhat concerned --

18· ·Director Bagneris -- that we're doing this so quickly and in

19· ·haste and that maybe this -- even though this discussion has

20· ·been good, I'm glad that we are having this discussion, but

21· ·maybe we are in haste trying to get this letter out and maybe

22· ·it's not a good idea after all.

23· · · · · · I think I hear three dissenting votes to sending a

24· ·letter, I don't know if that's enough to pass with who is on

25· ·the call right now, but I think, maybe, let's -- I think
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·1· ·Sandra is trying to say something, I'm not sure if she's not

·2· ·being able to get off mute.

·3· · · · · · But if we do take this vote and we vote it down,

·4· ·we're done.· If it votes up, then, yes, maybe the 23rd is a

·5· ·better time, but the governor could have signed it at that

·6· ·point.

·7· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Well, from my perspective,

·8· ·whether the Governor signs it or not, we have the

·9· ·ability -- or we have the responsibility to advise him of the

10· ·economic impacts of this bill on the district.· That's all I

11· ·want to do.

12· · · · · · DIRECTOR PHAM.· Agreed.

13· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· I don't want to get into the

14· ·politics of it either way, for or against, but, you know,

15· ·maybe at some point in time, we can't replace that million

16· ·dollars, and we may find ourselves in a situation where we're

17· ·going to go hat-in-hand and ask for funding to offset the

18· ·lost revenues.

19· · · · · · That's all I'm -- I'm prepared to include in the

20· ·letter, and I don't think we -- we all -- I want to see the

21· ·letter in it's final form before I decide whether I'm for or

22· ·against it, so that's all I'm saying.

23· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Doug, so with all of those

24· ·comments that you just said, are you recommending that we

25· ·vote to send a letter but wait to discuss the content at the
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·1· ·23rd meeting?

·2· · · · · · I just need to get some clarification so that we can

·3· ·move on.

·4· · · · · · DIRECTOR PHAM:· Why can't we just vote to send it

·5· ·after we see the content on the 23rd meeting?

·6· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· We can do that so.

·7· · · · · · So we'll go ahead, at this time we'll table this

·8· ·item.· We will send a copy of the revised letter to the

·9· ·Board.· Please be prepared to discuss and vote on whether or

10· ·not we're going to send a letter on the 23rd.

11· · · · · · So with that said, moving onto agenda -- the next

12· ·agenda item, which I think may be the same situation.  I

13· ·don't want -- I'm respectful of Board members' time, I know

14· ·everybody has things to do today.

15· · · · · · So I'll go ahead and turn it over for discussion on

16· ·this item, we can either table that to the 23rd as well, or

17· ·we can go ahead and discuss this -- and this is actually a

18· ·recommendation from staff, so.

19· · · · · · MR. CAPLAN:· Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, just a quick

20· ·point, when the -- when there is an updated draft of the

21· ·letter, because it will be circulated to the full

22· ·board -- maybe, this is more for Michelle and her

23· ·team -- just to make sure that that updated letter finds its

24· ·way to the website as part of the public material so the

25· ·members of the public can review the draft as well going into
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·1· ·the next Board meeting.

·2· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Absolutely, and we'll be

·3· ·posting soon, so we will get that circulated today and give

·4· ·Board members enough time to review and comment, and just for

·5· ·Bagley Keene purposes, the comments will go directly to

·6· ·Michelle Richards, the letter will go out to the Board as a

·7· ·one-way communication.

·8· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· So let me just ask this question

·9· ·because there is a motion on the floor, it was seconded:· Do

10· ·we have to move to table it officially?

11· · · · · · I think we do for the record because it was a

12· ·motion, and it was seconded.

13· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· Yes, that is correct.· Before we

14· ·moved on, I was going to bring up the point that there was a

15· ·motion on the floor and there was a second, and we never

16· ·voted on it.

17· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· Right.

18· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Why don't you go ahead and

19· ·make a motion to table it, Robert?

20· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· I'm good with that.

21· · · · · · I'll reamend my motion, and we'll table this item

22· ·for our next public meeting until everyone gets a copy of

23· ·whatever the letter is going to look like at that time.

24· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· I'm not sure who seconded, but

25· ·this is Director Bagneris for a second motion to table.
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·1· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Great.· Thank you.

·2· · · · · · And then, Josh, if you could do me a favor -- I

·3· ·think what we will do is table the second item as well unless

·4· ·any other Board members have objection, but if you could do

·5· ·some research on Dave Min's letter where he threatens legal

·6· ·action against any Board members who might vote on this item.

·7· · · · · · If it is not actual law until the the governor signs

·8· ·it, is there any weight to his threat, which I actually take

·9· ·personal because he addressed the letter directly to me.

10· · · · · · So if you could do that and be prepared to guide the

11· ·Board either before the 23rd or on the 23rd, that would be

12· ·wonderful.

13· · · · · · SECRETARY RICHARDS:· And Chair Rubalcava-Garcia,

14· ·there is a motion on the floor, so we need to get the vote.

15· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Yes, and, Summer

16· ·is -- Summer is going to go ahead --

17· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· I have a question.

18· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· So we have a first and a

19· ·second to table this item until the next meeting, which is on

20· ·the 23rd.

21· · · · · · Summer, can you please take roll call?

22· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?

23· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Yes.

24· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Vice Chair La Belle?

25· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Yes.
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·1· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Director Cervantes?

·2· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· Yes.

·3· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Director Ruiz?

·4· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· Yes.

·5· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Director Bagneris?

·6· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· Yes.

·7· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Director Aitken?

·8· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Yes.

·9· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· And Director Pham?

10· · · · · · DIRECTOR PHAM:· Yes.

11· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Thank you.

12· · · · · · So I'm going to go ahead, and we'll move on from

13· ·this item, but I just want to remind Board members we are

14· ·appointed by the governor to govern this property.

15· · · · · · This is not a political thing.· We are -- regardless

16· ·of what office we might be running for or things that are

17· ·going on, we need to make sure that we're representing the

18· ·fairgrounds and its economic viability.

19· · · · · · So please keep that in mind as we are preparing to

20· ·review the letter and send the letter to the governor.· We

21· ·are supposed to be voting as one body, so regardless of

22· ·whether something passes or nothing, it's something that the

23· ·Board as a whole adopts.

24· · · · · · So please keep that in mind as we move to the 23rd

25· ·and reflect on the letter and discuss next steps.
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·1· · · · · · So with that said, I'm going to go ahead -- do we

·2· ·need a motion to table the second item, Josh?

·3· · · · · · MR. CAPLAN:· Yes.

·4· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, I'm

·5· ·good with tabling it, and would so move to do that.· But do

·6· ·we have any public comments on the second item that we

·7· ·might -- might be helpful to hear now and help us in our

·8· ·deliberation later?

·9· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Actually, Doug, I would

10· ·like to wait to have public comment on that item until the

11· ·23rd.

12· · · · · · I would like Josh to come back to the Board, and I

13· ·also know that we have some Board members who probably have

14· ·to leave the call because they have to get back to their

15· ·work.

16· · · · · · So I would prefer to table that until the 23rd.

17· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· I'm okay with that.

18· · · · · · So I move to table it until the 23rd.

19· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Perfect.· So can I get a

20· ·second?

21· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· Director Bagneris, I'll

22· ·second it.

23· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Summer, can you take roll

24· ·call?

25· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?
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·1· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Yes.

·2· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Vice Chair La Belle?

·3· · · · · · VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:· Yes.

·4· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Director Cervantes?

·5· · · · · · DIRECTOR CERVANTES:· Yes.

·6· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Director Ruiz?

·7· · · · · · DIRECTOR RUIZ:· Yes.

·8· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Director Bagneris?

·9· · · · · · DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:· Yes.

10· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· Director Aitken?

11· · · · · · DIRECTOR AITKEN:· Yes.

12· · · · · · SECRETARY ANGUS:· And Director Pham?

13· · · · · · DIRECTOR PHAM:· Yes.

14· · · · · · CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:· Perfect.· Thank you.

15· · · · · · If all board members are okay with us skipping

16· ·Board of Director's Matter of Information, we're going to go

17· ·ahead and do that.

18· · · · · · The next publicly noticed Board meeting is on

19· ·September 23rd, and at this time this meeting is adjourned.

20

21· · · · · · (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned.)

22

23

24

25
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 1              32nd District Agricultural Association

 2                     OCFEC Board of Directors

 3

 4                    Monday, September 13, 2021

 5                              9:00AM

 6

 7            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  All right.  It's 9:00 a.m.

 8   I'd like to call this meeting to order.

 9            All matters noticed on the agenda in any category

10   may be considered for action as listed.  Any item not so

11   noticed may not be considered.  Items listed on this agenda

12   may be considered in any order at the discretion of the

13   chairperson.

14            The mission of the Orange County Fair and Event

15   Center is to celebrate -- is celebration of Orange County's

16   communities, interests, agriculture, and heritage with

17   results justifying resources expended.

18            At this time I would like to ask Director Aitken to

19   lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.

20            (Pledge of Allegiance conducted.)

21            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Thank you very much.

22            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director Aitken.

23            Summer, can you please take roll call?

24            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.

25            Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?
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 1            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Present.

 2            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?

 3            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Here.

 4            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?

 5            Director Ruiz?

 6            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Present.

 7            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Bagneris?

 8            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Here.

 9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Aitken?

10            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Here.

11            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Pham?

12            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Here.

13            SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Director Kovacevich?

14            Thank you.

15            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Summer.

16            Moving onto Agenda Item No. 5:  Matter of Public

17   Comment.  Public comment is allowed on issues not on the

18   current agenda.

19            However, no debate by the Board shall be permitted

20   on such public comments and no action will be taken on such

21   public comment items at this time, as law requires formal

22   public notice prior to any action on a docket item.

23            Speakers are requested to sign-in prior to the start

24   of the meeting and are limited to three minutes.  Comments

25   will be accepted on agenda items during the meeting.
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 1            Speakers wishing to address the Board on items on

 2   the agenda are requested to sign-in prior to the start of the

 3   meeting and identify the agenda items on which you desire to

 4   address the Board.

 5            Speakers are limited to three minutes.  Summer will

 6   be gathering public comments, so if you wish to address the

 7   Board, please let Summer know.

 8            Summer, do we have any public comment?

 9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  As of right now, I don't have any

10   for general public comment for Item 5.  However, we do have a

11   few people that are dialed-in.

12            So this is just an announcement for anyone

13   dialed-in, you'll have to press star 6 to unmute and mute

14   yourself.

15            If you're dialed-in and would like to make public

16   comment on -- for general public comment items not on the the

17   agenda, please state your name now.

18            Hearing none, Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, I turn it over

19   to you.

20            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.  Thank you,

21   Summer.

22            So I'm going to go ahead and go over to

23   Agenda Item 6, which is the Governance Process Agenda 6A, is

24   to discuss and vote on communicating to the Governor's office

25   regarding amendments to SB 264, which would ban gun shows
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 1   solely at the Orange County Fair and Event Center.

 2            I believe everybody received the item that I -- or

 3   the staff report.  That was also in the packet.

 4            Does anybody have any questions regarding

 5   that -- any Board members?

 6            Okay.  So I would just like to mention, the reason

 7   we are -- that I'm recommending that we send a letter to the

 8   Governor regarding SB 264.

 9            The fact of the matter is that SB 264 originally

10   started out as something that would ban gun shows from all

11   State properties.  It had been further amended to only

12   exclude gun shows at the Orange County Fair and Event Center.

13            As you all know, as a Board, we have approved these

14   gun shows in the past.  The issue that I think is most

15   important is the economic impact it would have to the

16   Orange County Fair and Event Center.

17            We are a fairgrounds that develops or generates

18   revenue and are pretty self-sustaining.  So it would create a

19   gap in the budget, and I do think that it is the Board's

20   duty, as the governing body who was appointed by the governor

21   to send a respectful letter just letting him know the

22   economic impact so that we can have it on the record.

23            And this is information that would be useful to the

24   governor as he is deciding whether or not to sign or veto the

25   letter -- or the bill.
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 1            I'm going to go ahead and turn it over to the rest

 2   of the Board members for discussion, and I think Michelle is

 3   going to share a draft of the letter that we can review,

 4   discuss, and make changes to.

 5            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, do we

 6   have any public comments on this item that we could consider

 7   before we discuss the matter?

 8            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Sounds good, Doug.

 9            Summer, how much public comment do we currently

10   have?

11            SECRETARY ANGUS:  I currently have three for 6A.

12            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Perfect.  Let's go

13   ahead and take them.

14            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  We'll have Senator Dave Min

15   followed by Bob Templeton, then Charles Blek.

16            Senator Min, when you're ready, please go ahead and

17   make your comment.

18            MR. ALVANDI:  Hello.  Unfortunately, Senator Min

19   regrets he cannot personally call into this, but he has deep

20   concerns about Agenda Items 6 and 6B and I would love to

21   provide a comment on his behalf.

22            This is Ash Alvandi, I'm his District Director.

23            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Please, go ahead, Ash.

24            MR. ALVANDI:  Thank you.

25            With respect to Issue 6A, as the Board and staff
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 1   have repeatedly represented to me and my staff, the Board's

 2   job is not to respond to political concerns or to act as a

 3   political body, but rather to act simply as a fiscal steward

 4   of the 32nd Agricultural Association.

 5            This is why Senate Bill 264 was necessary in the

 6   first place, because the Board correctly noted that they

 7   could not make a political decision here.

 8            For the Board to weigh-in with Governor Newsom,

 9   would be directly contrary to its past statements, as well as

10   the clear guidelines for the Board's governance.

11            In fact, the 2008 Board handbook issued by the

12   California Department of Food and Agriculture specifically

13   notes that the Boards are prohibited from taking political

14   positions on outstanding legislation.

15            Finally, it is worth noting that the merits of the

16   Board's complaint have already been well-settled.

17            The core of the complaint is that the

18   32d District Agricultural Association is being singled-out,

19   such legislation targeting a specific fairground has clear

20   and recent precedent, including at fairgrounds in Del Mar and

21   the Cal Palace.

22            With respect to Issue 6B, where the Board is

23   considering pre approving a contract with the

24   Crossroads of the West Gun Show, it is worth noting that the

25   exception we crafted for the contracts entered into before
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 1   January 1st, 2002 -- 22 was meant to be a narrow exception

 2   applying to contracts negotiated and entered into prior to

 3   the time of this legislation.

 4            What the Board would be doing if it pre approved a

 5   long-term contract at a special meeting called immediately

 6   after SB 264 passed out of the state legislature would appear

 7   to be clearly a bad-faith contract intended to evade and

 8   thwart the purpose of this legislation.

 9            As such, I believe that any such contract that were

10   to be pre approved at this time and in this matter could be

11   voided for being contrary to public policy.

12            Let me be clear.  If the Board does engage in such

13   action, I will explore all options to invalidate all

14   contracts that it approves in this manner, including through

15   litigation or through new legislation.

16            Moreover, me and my advisors believe that if the

17   Board is found to have entered into these contracts in bad

18   faith that members of the Board who voted for such a measure

19   may potentially be held personally liable.

20            Thank you.

21            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.

22            Bob Templeton, when you're ready.

23            Bob, you may have to unmute yourself.

24            MR. TEMPLETON:  Can you hear me now?

25            SECRETARY ANGUS:  There you go.  Go right ahead.
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 1            MR. TEMPLETON:  I have not prepared a formal

 2   statement as Senator Min has because I wanted to be available

 3   to answer any questions and address any concerns that the

 4   Board members have.

 5            But the primary concern, as expressed by the

 6   Brady Organization and many groups who are concerned about

 7   activities at the gun shows at the Orange County Fairgrounds

 8   seem to focus and center around the so-called ghost guns or

 9   the unnumbered -- unserialized versions of frames and

10   actions, which can be legally sold in California, and I

11   thought we'd address that issue separately.

12            But it's important to know that we have a 25, I

13   think, now 26-year-history with the Orange County Fairgrounds

14   and Exposition Center and doing our gun shows there and there

15   haven't been any serious law enforcement issues or to the

16   best of my knowledge any firearms ever traced to the gun show

17   that were used in any crimes.

18            The gun show itself serves the sporting community,

19   the collecting community, the gunsmith community of Orange

20   County and surrounding areas, supporting their hobby or their

21   businesses.

22            Our hope is that we can continue to do the shows as

23   we have in the 25 years past.  We will be willing to address

24   those concerns expressed with regard to the sale of the

25   unserialized action parts, as part of any agreement that we
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 1   might be able to come to in continuing to operate the shows.

 2            Do any of you have any questions that I might be

 3   able to answer for you with regards to the shows themselves

 4   or to anything else?

 5            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Bob, if you don't mind, if

 6   we can finish with public comment, and then if we can -- if

 7   the Board does have questions once we review the letter and

 8   the next agenda item, would you mind answering any of those

 9   questions after?

10            MR. TEMPLETON:  Sure.  That would be just fine.

11            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.

12            Thank you.

13            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Thank you, Bob.

14            Charles Blek, when you're ready.

15            Charles, same thing, you'll have to unmute yourself.

16            MR. BLEK:  Hi, am I on now?

17            SECRETARY ANGUS:  You're on now.  Go right ahead.

18            MR. BLEK:  Thank you very much.  I'm a retired

19   attorney, I'm past president of Brady Orange County and

20   currently an active Board member.

21            It was my privilege to offer testimony to the

22   State Assembly and Senate Committees on public safety and

23   support of SB 264, and I would address that but it would be

24   too lengthy for the time permitted to me at this point.

25            I was surprised and disappointed by Item 6A and 6B
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 1   on your agenda.  I would object to both, and I would object

 2   to anybody paraphrasing how we have written our particular

 3   objections.

 4            I believe that your actions today are outside of

 5   your duties and the Orange County communities through their

 6   elected officials and our State legislature have spoken:  No

 7   gun shows at the fairgrounds.

 8            I support Senator Min's written memo submitted to

 9   you today, and I hope you take it very very seriously.  It

10   has some excellent points in it.

11            And thank you for the opportunity to be heard.

12            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you to our public

13   speakers.

14            Summer, have there been any additional since we

15   started public comment on this item?

16            SECRETARY ANGUS:  I don't believe so.

17            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  So public comment is

18   closed for this agenda item at this time.  Thank you to all

19   of our public commenters.

20            One of the things I just want to highlight as well,

21   you know, for a couple of the -- we actually did receive a

22   letter from Senator Dave Min directed to me this morning, and

23   I believe the rest of the Board also received a copy of that.

24            One of the issues that I did notice from the

25   legislation was Cal Palace, as well as Del Mar had been

�

0013

 1   mentioned as setting precedent.

 2            One of the things that -- one distinction, I think,

 3   that we need to highlight from what happened at those two

 4   DAAs is that their board of directors actually voted to ban

 5   gun shows from their fairgrounds.  That's not what happened

 6   here.

 7            The Board had not been addressed by Senator Dave Min

 8   as to, you know, look to various policies that we might be

 9   able to put into place that might, you know, make gun shows

10   safer, at least in his eyes.

11            So I'm going to go ahead and open it up to our board

12   members for discussion now, but I just wanted to make that

13   one distinction there, and then also to keep in mind that

14   this legislation is not law until the Governor signs it.

15            So that is why the Board, as appointed gubernatorial

16   members of the 32nd DAA, are really the ones who are here to

17   help govern.

18            The other thing I also want to highlight is:  If

19   this isn't good for the entire state, how come it's good for

20   the 32nd DAA?

21            And those are really the issues that I think the

22   Board needs to keep in mind as we're discussing and reviewing

23   the letter that we're proposing we send to the governor.

24            And I'm also recommending that we send a copy of

25   Senator Dave Min's letter along with our letter so that the
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 1   governor can also see the strong language that was used

 2   within the letter toward the Board of Directors.

 3            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, do you

 4   know off the top of your head or, maybe, our CEO could let us

 5   know when is the deadline for the governor to support or veto

 6   this legislation, SB 264?

 7            SECRETARY RICHARDS:  My understanding is that the

 8   governor, the deadline is October 10th.  So the governor can

 9   either sign the bill, he can veto the bill, or if he does not

10   sign it, it automatically becomes law as of October 10th.

11            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Chair Rubalcava, this is

12   Director Ruiz.  I just wanted to, you know, speak on this

13   briefly.

14            We're not making a political point out of this, at

15   least from my standpoint I'm not.  I'm just addressing it

16   from an economic point of view, that's it.

17            I wish Senator Min would have came to us and

18   addressed to us:  Look, we're about to loose a million

19   dollars if this goes through, what other options -- or what

20   other options can we come up with to replace the revenue that

21   could potentially be lost if this bill goes through?  That's

22   all.

23            This is -- we're not making a political statement

24   here, and, again, I'm speaking for myself.  I'm just

25   addressing the economic impact on the 32nd DAA.
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 1            I was under the impression when the bill was first

 2   introduced that this was going to be a statewide thing.  So I

 3   figured, okay, if it's a statewide thing, well, it is what it

 4   is.  So be it.

 5            But then the bill was amended, and now we're the

 6   only ones that are going to be affected by this.  That, I'm

 7   just having a hard time understanding that.

 8            Again, I'm for gun safety.  I'm all for gun safety,

 9   but getting rid of this gun show doesn't address the issue

10   that we have with guns.

11            Most -- all State laws are being followed at these

12   gun shows, there's nothing illegal at these gun shows.  I

13   can't walk in there and walk out of there with a gun, like in

14   some other states.  That doesn't happen here.

15            Now, if ghost guns is the issue, let's address that,

16   let's address the ghost gun issue on a statewide legislation

17   if that is the problem.

18            I don't know all the facts behind ghost guns like

19   I'm sure Mr. Templeton could address, but I think we

20   should -- this should have been addressed differently.

21            Again, I'm just speaking from an economic

22   standpoint.  Maybe the governor can veto it until we come up

23   with other ideas as to how we can supplement the revenue that

24   we potentially tend to loose here.

25            Yes, guns are a problem, but this doesn't fix the
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 1   problem.  So I just wanted to state my opinion on that.

 2   Again, I'm not politicizing this at all.  I'm just addressing

 3   it from an economic standpoint for the 32nd DAA.  That's all.

 4            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director Ruiz.

 5            Any other comments or questions from the Board

 6   before we review the letter?

 7            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes, Chair, if you don't mind.  I

 8   want to make a couple comments before we, kind of, go over

 9   the content of the letter.

10            You know, I agree with my fellow Board member that

11   we're not making the argument that anything at the shows that

12   is happening is violating California law.

13            I think we've -- those of us -- I think almost all

14   of the Board members have taken the opportunity to go to the

15   gun shows, to meet Mr. Templeton, so that's not a point of

16   my -- of concern for me as we're going forward with this.

17            And I do acknowledge, as the Chair pointed out, that

18   our fairgrounds and our Board of Directors has consistently

19   supported having gun shows at the fairgrounds.

20            I think my concern is two-fold.  One, as an

21   appointee of the governor's office, I look to his past

22   comments, his past support of banning gun shows, and I look

23   at it as my role as a Board of Director to advance policy

24   that the governor would support.

25            I know it is not until October 10th that we will
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 1   have a definitive answer, but I think in looking at his past

 2   actions, his past statements as a candidate for office, and

 3   as our governor, I think his opinion on these issues is

 4   fairly clear.

 5            I'm also concerned that, you know, I'm not an

 6   elected official.  Senator David Min was elected by the

 7   people in this district, and this was a -- really a forefront

 8   issue for him, and the voters decided, you know, to put him

 9   into office and this issue is one of the things that, I

10   think, people resoundingly supported him on.

11            So I'm just uncomfortable sending this letter for

12   those reasons, and I think if the Board does decide to go

13   through and send this letter, I would just respectfully

14   request that we put something in there that I will not be

15   supporting this, and I will not be signing my name as a Board

16   of Director to the letter going forward.

17            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director Aitken.

18            Director Bagneris.

19            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I have -- my biggest concern

20   about this -- the million dollars -- I think our safety comes

21   first.  So I know that our staff and the persons that we've

22   hired to help us to bring in funds are going to be able to do

23   that, I believe we will successfully replace that money.

24            I'm very disappointed that this wasn't an all or

25   nothing legislation.  All, if it's good for the 32nd DAA, was
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 1   good for all of the State fairs.  So I'm hoping at some point

 2   that that still happens.

 3            I have to agree with Sora Aitken -- I'm sorry,

 4   Ashleigh, I've been in delta mode all weekend -- Director

 5   Aitken in that I would not be comfortable putting my name to

 6   the letter.

 7            So if the Board does approve this and it moves

 8   forward, I agree that I would like to have some way to -- for

 9   it to be known, maybe it's the transcript from this meeting,

10   that I am not in agreement with this kind of letter to the

11   governor.

12            What we can do about the other fairs, I don't know,

13   but I just think it's unfair that you singled this fair out

14   and didn't make it an all or nothing, but if this legislation

15   passes, I would support the governor in that passage.

16            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you,

17   Director Bagneris.  And I think that is the -- do we have

18   comment from anybody?

19            And I just want to highlight, we haven't reviewed

20   the letter yet, and it's really about the fact that -- I

21   respect that Dave Min was elected, but I want to put

22   something in perspective.

23            If Dave Min came in and said, "I don't like the way

24   the Equestrian Center is run at the fairgrounds," and he puts

25   policy through to get that removed from the fairgrounds, is
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 1   that something that we want to set precedent for?

 2            And I know that this is a safety issue, but for me

 3   it's not political, so I don't even want to get into the fact

 4   that it makes no comprehensive change to any safety-related

 5   policies related to gun control or anything like that.

 6            The issue here is that this is something that Dave

 7   Min ran on, right?  His political campaign, that's great, but

 8   it affects only the 32nd DAA and that's really what we

 9   address in the letter.

10            We are appointed members of the Board of Directors

11   by the governor of the State.  This isn't political.  We're

12   not beating him over the head and saying, you know, "We know

13   that you don't like guns, and we ask you to veto this."

14            We're simply making him aware of the fact that this

15   32nd DAA, if it's not good for one DAA, how is it not good

16   for the rest?

17            So I just want to, you know, remind everybody we're

18   not -- we will not -- never send a disrespectful letter to

19   the governor.

20            I also respect the governor's position on various

21   things, but I also think, as the governing body, we need to

22   make sure that we have it on the record that we are losing

23   this revenue.

24            Replacing it with a 5K will never generate a million

25   dollars in revenue annually.  It will actually lose money at
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 1   the fairgrounds.

 2            So this is not a political fight.  We're not

 3   fighting with Senator Min.  He has made it personal by saying

 4   he will go after any board members who personally votes for

 5   stuff.  This is not personal.  This is simply us governing

 6   the DAA.

 7            So, Doug, did you have a comment?  I'm sorry, I

 8   actually spoke over you.

 9            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes, thanks, Natalie.

10            One of the concerns that I have, I think Barbara and

11   Robert both articulated it and that was the fact that this

12   only applies to the 32nd DAA.

13            I was wondering if Senator Min's chief of staff

14   could speak to the reasons why the legislation was pared

15   down, if you will, from all State properties to apply only to

16   the 32nd DAA.

17            I believe he's still on the line or perhaps the

18   gentleman from Brady Group who provided testimony --

19            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Or Ash.  I think Ash is

20   representing Senator Dave Min's office.

21            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yeah, right.  So I would like

22   to kind of see if I can get an answer to that question.

23            MR. ALVANDI:  Thank you, Board Member.  I would be

24   happy to have the senator, you know, send you his remarks on

25   that.  You know, we're still finalizing our public statements
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 1   regarding what happened with the bill.

 2            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I guess the question is

 3   that -- I think Director Bagneris said it very well.

 4            Obviously, when this started out it was going to

 5   apply to all of the DAAs, and there are a number of them in

 6   the state and as Chair Rubalcava-Garcia said that in the case

 7   of both the Cal Palace and San Diego, the Board's went on

 8   record in opposition to the gun shows.

 9            This is a very significant economic impact on the

10   district, and I think, as you know and everyone knows, it's

11   been a struggle for all DAAs for the last couple of years

12   with COVID.

13            And we, through our leadership on our -- on the

14   Board, as well as our CEO we work very hard to, obviously,

15   replace those lost revenues and to keep our ship afloat, so

16   to speak.

17            Obviously, the loss of the gun shows will not break

18   the bank, so to speak, but it does provide an immediate

19   significant challenge, as Director Ruiz said, to our staff

20   and the Board to replace those lost revenues if they came

21   from events that were legal and well-monitored within the

22   district.

23            So any information you could at some point in time

24   provide to the district as to what happened in the making of

25   the legislation that went from everyone to only us would be
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 1   much appreciated.

 2            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Yes.  This is Newton, by the way, as

 3   well.

 4            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Oh, hi, Newton.  Go ahead.

 5            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Yeah, yeah, I mean, politics aside,

 6   fundamentally from my standpoint, you know, we, like you

 7   said, it's our job to sort of govern the fairgrounds, and

 8   this particular thing is specifically targeting just our

 9   facility.

10            So I think from that standpoint, you know, we do

11   have, you know, a, I guess, a -- not necessarily -- you know,

12   I think it's -- it's okay from a standpoint to say, "Hey,

13   provide, you know, information to the governor presenting the

14   economic impact that's proposed," and it's up to him to

15   decide whether he would like to kind of take that into

16   consideration or not.

17            I think that's a relatively harmless thing from this

18   letter.  You know, I think making it larger than it is and

19   making it a political statement is not necessarily the case

20   here.

21            It's just saying, "Hey, this is a big impact

22   financially to our fairgrounds.  I would like to you consider

23   that before finalizing anything," and leave it up to him.

24   That's kind of how I see it.

25            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director Pham.
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 1            Director Ruiz, go ahead.

 2            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yeah, if you could read the letter,

 3   so that way everyone knows what exactly we're sending,

 4   because I think the message is not getting across.

 5            We are not sending a letter telling the governor

 6   that we don't agree with his -- his gun legislation.  That's

 7   not what we're doing.  So if you could read the letter so

 8   everyone knows exactly what we're sending to the governor.

 9            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Michelle, would you

10   like to read the letter, because it's kind of small for me.

11   I can't --

12            SECRETARY RICHARDS:  Sure.

13            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.

14            SECRETARY RICHARDS:  Sure.  Let me enlarge it for

15   everybody.

16            Dated today, addressed to the

17   Honorable Gavin Newsom, Governor of the State of California,

18   regarding -- sorry -- Regarding:  SB 264, Request Veto of

19   Senate Bill 264 --

20            MS. SHARP:  Yeah, I'm on a Zoom call, is it

21   critical?

22            SECRETARY RICHARDS:  Ms. Sharp, you're

23   not -- Ms. Sharp, you're not muted.  We can -- thank you.

24            The 32nd District Agricultural Association Board of

25   Directors opposes SB 264 and respectfully requests you veto
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 1   the bill.  SB 264 would prohibit all sales of firearms and

 2   ammunition at events held at the 32nd District Agricultural

 3   Association, the Orange County Fair and Event Center.

 4            For over 30 years -- and I think that will have to

 5   be amended to 25 years -- the OC Fair and Event Center has

 6   hosted a gun show, which resulted in approximately one

 7   million dollars in revenue annually.

 8            This event is held multiple times each year, is

 9   attended by 70,000 members of the community annually, and

10   generates economic development opportunities for surrounding

11   businesses located near the OC Fair and Event Center.

12            The event promoter is a family-owned business

13   providing opportunities for small business owners to generate

14   an income that allows them to support their families.  This

15   prohibition unfairly and exclusively impacts the OC Fair and

16   Event Center.

17            The 32nd DAA is governed by a gubernatorial

18   appointed board of directors and requires minimal to no

19   support annually from the State of California.  The OC Fair

20   and Event Center generates revenues from hosting a 23-day

21   annual fair, trade shows, consumer events, concerts, and

22   other like events.

23            The 32nd DAA Board of Directors has historically

24   approved the type of events held at the OC Fair and Event

25   Center in response to the needs and interests of the
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 1   surrounding community.

 2            In 2020 the Board of Directors voted 5-to-1 to allow

 3   gun shows to continue operating at the OC Fair and Event

 4   Center as long as they are legal in the State of California.

 5            Unfortunately, Senator Dave Min never consulted with

 6   the Board of the 32nd DAA to determine if other

 7   non-legislative options exist to address his concerns.

 8            We request you veto this bill so Senator Dave Min

 9   and the Board of Directors may discuss solutions.

10            Furthermore, this prohibition will not enhance

11   public safety, as current law already requires all firearm

12   transactions at events hosted at fairgrounds to be subject to

13   the same stringent standards as required in a dealers store.

14            All firearm transactions that take place on

15   fairgrounds are subject to the ten-day waiting period while

16   requiring the firearm to remain in the possession of the

17   transacting dealer until that period ends and the

18   Department of Justice has completed the required background

19   check.

20            The gubernatorial appointed board of the 32nd DAA

21   respectfully requests that you veto SB 264, so we can work

22   with Senator Dave Min to identify solutions that will address

23   his concerns.

24            Currently signed by the Chair of the 32nd DAA.

25            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  So open to any other Board
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 1   members for questions or comments, and we do have one other

 2   public -- one additional public comment on this item.

 3            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I'd like to hear the public

 4   comment if we can.

 5            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you,

 6   Director Bagneris.

 7            Summer, can you please have the public comment.

 8            Thank you.  It's Monday.

 9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Gibran Stout, when you're ready,

10   and if you're dialed in, you'll have to press star 6.

11            MS. STOUT:  Hi.

12            SECRETARY ANGUS:  There you are.

13            MS. STOUT:  Can you hear me?

14            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yeah, go right ahead.

15            MS. STOUT:  Okay.  All right.  My personal feelings

16   about guns in general are ambiguous, and I had to do some

17   research on this topic, and I know it's hard but I think it's

18   critical that we set aside our personal passions, politics,

19   and feelings, and stick to the simple facts.

20            So my research, as you've already pointed out, is

21   that SB 264 singles out one piece of property in the entire

22   state without any discussions.

23            Two, the right to bear arms is still currently

24   protected in our Constitution, and three, California actually

25   is the state with the strictest gun laws and has the seventh
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 1   lowest rate of deaths by gun violence, didn't know that, but

 2   thought that was interesting.

 3            As many directors have pointed out, the economic

 4   impact is huge.  Our country, say, our entire world continues

 5   to suffer great and social economic loss due to COVID-19.  I

 6   truly believe that every single business is essential to

 7   somebody, to some person or some family.

 8            So I think it's wrong to let our personal feelings

 9   restrain the legal rights of others.  I think it's bad

10   business to turn away income and deny local businesses the

11   opportunity to recover financially by conducting their

12   business legally on state-owned property.

13            Instead of denying the proposed contracts, I fully

14   support amending them to specifically prohibit sales, which

15   contribute to ghost guns which the vender has already agreed

16   to do, so problem solved it would seem to me.

17            I think that it is better to help stimulate legal

18   businesses and economic recovery.  I think that the Board of

19   Directors has done a great job guiding this district, and I

20   think you should continue to do so without interference from

21   legislators four hundred miles away.

22            I think it's also telling that this legislation was

23   proposed without any discussion with you.  So clearly you are

24   perfectly capable steering this ship successfully as you have

25   done.
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 1            I would recommend no on SB 264, yes on economic

 2   recovery, and yes on these contracts with the ghost gun

 3   provision.

 4            So carry on, I think you guys are doing a great job,

 5   and I think that we set aside passions and politics and we

 6   just go -- you follow the law and right now they're legal and

 7   if we can do it in a legal and safe way, I support that.

 8            So thank you.

 9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Gibran.

10            We have one more public commenter.  Piper Benom,

11   when you're ready.

12            MS. BENOM:  Hi, good morning, Directors.  I just

13   wanted to say -- remind you all that the state legislator has

14   voted to end gun shows at the OC Fairground, and it wasn't

15   even close.

16            The governor has expressed his support for the bill

17   when it was a statewide ban, and I think we can safely assume

18   he will continue to support it when it's just Orange County.

19            The bill was narrowed to Orange County because

20   it's -- because it's a local control issue, and that's my

21   understanding of why it was narrowed.

22            And I think that we should -- the Board should

23   recognize that this is the law that is happening and since

24   the Governor has already expressed support for it, I don't

25   think it's -- I don't think it's valid for the Board to go
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 1   against what the -- the constituents that elected Senator Min

 2   in his district and your district have elected him based

 3   largely on this issue, and the constituents that live in

 4   where the fairground is don't want gun shows there anymore.

 5            We have spoken many times about it and Senator Min

 6   now as our elected representative has put this bill through,

 7   his first bill, I believe, and the voters put him in for that

 8   reason, and I think the Board -- it would behoove the Board

 9   to go with what the constituents, the -- your representative,

10   and the governor's office has expressed in this case.

11            Thank you.

12            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.

13            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you to our public

14   commenters.

15            Any additional comments, Summer?

16            SECRETARY ANGUS:  No, not at this time.

17            Oh, I'm sorry.  One more.  Julia Demlow, when you're

18   ready.

19            MS. DEMLOW:  Great.  Can you hear me?

20            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, go ahead.

21            MS. DEMLOW:  Okay.  Thank you, Summer.

22            I would just like to make a couple comments to the

23   Board in regards to some statements made.  The first one, I

24   would just like on the record that we and other people have

25   been trying to work with the Board for the past two years in
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 1   either excluding gun shows on the fairgrounds and not

 2   renewing contracts and actually touring with the Board

 3   members and Mr. Templeton at gun shows to voice our concerns.

 4            So many times when the contract comes up for

 5   renewal, we have voiced our concerns in hopes that the Board

 6   of the fairgrounds would take action and disallow gun shows

 7   on the OC Fairgrounds property.

 8            To then -- to that point, no action was taken.  The

 9   gun shows did continue, and therefore, we supported and our

10   community supported Senator Dave Min, this being one of his

11   main topics and main positions if elected.

12            So it is disingenuous to say that no one has worked

13   with the Fairground Board in trying to come up with solutions

14   on the gun shows.  So that's the first statement.

15            The second statement would be, I feel very confident

16   in the staff for the gun -- for the fairgrounds, and I feel

17   very confident that they would be able to come up with

18   creative family-friendly events that would more than recoup

19   the million dollars of lost revenue.

20            So with that being said, I think that the

21   hypotheticals that the Chairman has put forward, are just

22   that, hypotheticals, and we should have the opportunity to

23   explore other events and opportunities to make that

24   shortfall.

25            And lastly, it is true that the gun show is
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 1   operating within law -- the current California laws and at

 2   these shows have not had any issues, but the effects after

 3   the shows, the guns in our communities that are causing

 4   deaths in our communities, cannot be forgotten and excluded

 5   and even though it doesn't happen on the gun show property,

 6   there are after effects in our community that need to be

 7   addressed.

 8            So thank you for this opportunity to speak.

 9            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Thank you to

10   all our public speakers.

11            Summer, does that conclude public comment for now?

12            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, it does.

13            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.

14            I would like to turn it back over to the Board, and

15   I just want to also mention that Josh is on the call.  So if

16   anybody has any questions for Josh regarding this issue, feel

17   free, in terms of the Board members.

18            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes, Natalie.  This is Doug

19   again.

20            Josh, could you speak to the issue of the Board

21   taking any specific position either for or against any

22   legislation now or in the future that would impact the

23   32nd DAA?

24            MR. CAPLAN:  I'm happy to.  I can speak generally to

25   the ability of the Board -- and this issue has come up
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 1   historically, not only at the 32nd DAA, but other DAAs

 2   regarding the ability to retain lobbying firms.  I'll make

 3   the connection for you in just a minute.

 4            The reason why that's a critical issue to discuss,

 5   well, in the first instance is, generally DAAs -- there's

 6   nothing that our office has found in terms of statutory or

 7   regulatory prohibitions on a DAA's ability to retain a

 8   lobbying firm simply because the DAA is a State institution.

 9            The critical piece though to keep in mind is that

10   the scope of any lobbying efforts on behalf of the district

11   is limited specifically to engaging the legislature in

12   discussion for the purpose of presenting the district's

13   viewpoint on proposed legislation.

14            You know, there is Case Law in California that

15   distinguishes between, what's called, legislative lobbying.

16   A great example of legislative lobbying would have been what

17   the 32nd DAA went through regarding the 5050 raffle.

18            The DAA identified a potential source of revenue for

19   the 32nd DAA and perhaps other DAAs across the state,

20   retained the lobbyists to work with other DAAs, I'm

21   presuming, and possibly with CDFA to present the idea to

22   members of the State legislature to see whether legislation

23   would be -- would be a possibility and to go through that

24   process.

25            Again, that discussion was started because the
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 1   district identified an issue that would benefit the facility

 2   and presumably benefit the county and all of its residents in

 3   terms of generating revenue on the property.

 4            But what the district is not able to do, is to

 5   engage in something called grassroots lobbying, which is

 6   essentially lobbying on particular partisan issues.

 7            So, for example, if there's a local initiative

 8   that's on the ballot, the district can't take any position

 9   for or against any local initiative or even if there is a

10   State initiative on the ballot, the district could not take

11   one side over the other because the Board represents all of

12   the members of Orange County and certainly there's going to

13   be diverse political voices and opinions within the county

14   boundaries.  So the district simply can't pick one side over

15   the other.

16            The reason why Senate Bill 264 is a little bit more

17   challenging is because the legislature has already passed the

18   bill and has sent it along to Governor Newsom for signature.

19            So while the district, I think, California law would

20   have supported the district's ability to engage the

21   legislature during the legislative process, the bill has

22   already been approved by the legislature and now the only

23   thing that would need to happen is the governor either signs

24   the bill into law or vetoes the bill or does nothing, and

25   then I presume it's vetoed as a matter of law.
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 1            To the extent the district wants to provide

 2   information to the governor in terms of financial impacts or

 3   information that it would have provided earlier on in the

 4   process if given the opportunity, I don't think that would

 5   create any concern.

 6            What the district needs to avoid though -- and,

 7   again, because there's some gray area in the law at this

 8   stage of the legislative process -- again, the question is:

 9   Is this legislative process complete?

10            In other words, the bill has now been passed to the

11   executive office of the governor, and so it's unclear whether

12   the DAA would have the authority, for example, to hire a

13   lobbyist to lobby Governor Newsom on signing the bill,

14   because I think an argument could be made that that is taking

15   a political position.

16            But I think there would be a way for the Board to

17   provide the Governor with information to take into

18   consideration when he's deciding whether or not to sign the

19   bill.

20            And specifically, I'm looking at the letter in front

21   of me, and I'm not -- certainly not going to take the

22   position or presume that I'm in the best situation to redline

23   or modify that letter that's coming from the Board.

24            But if the Board does want to provide the governor

25   with information regarding the potential financial impacts on
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 1   the property if gun shows are prohibited under this bill, I

 2   think that would be appropriate.

 3            But I think -- I do not know that the Board has the

 4   ability to advocate, for example, for a specific veto.  I

 5   think it was Director Pham that put it, I think, better than

 6   I could, which is the Board should provide information to the

 7   governor for him to take into consideration in deciding

 8   whether or not to sign SB 264 as opposed to providing him

 9   with information and essentially directing him to veto

10   SB 264.

11            And that distinction is critically important because

12   there are members of the county that presumably support

13   SB 264, and likewise, there are members of county that

14   likewise are opposed to SB 264.

15            And so the district is in a unique position to

16   provide the governor with insight and information about the

17   potential financial impacts of this bill, and then ultimately

18   let Governor Newsom decide whether or not he intends to sign

19   the bill or not.

20            And in doing that, he'll likely take into

21   consideration information from various sources inside

22   Orange County and outside of Orange County.

23            So that's -- I know I'm not giving you an easy

24   answer, but, I think, that's the best information that I can

25   provide you with given the state of things and where SB 264
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 1   sits at the point in the legislative process.

 2            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yeah, and, Josh, so you're

 3   recommending -- and I think it would be good for Michelle to

 4   also share some information on how the bill was sort of

 5   pushed through and so that they waived any opportunity for

 6   anybody to potentially lobby the elected officials.

 7            But what I think I'm hearing you say is, the letter

 8   is okay, but we should probably avoid putting in

 9   "respectfully request you veto," but maybe replace that with,

10   you know, request that -- our concerns, "Here are the things

11   that concern us about the passage of this bill."

12            MR. CAPLAN:  Yeah, or even, you know, even

13   statements like, you know, "This is the information we would

14   like the governor to take into consideration in deciding

15   whether or not to sign SB 264."

16            You know what, I certainly hate to wordsmith on the

17   fly, but there are, you know, words, you know, words like

18   "concern" can be read to suggest that the district is taking

19   a specific political position, whereas if the term "concern"

20   is -- if there's a modifier to that term, for example,

21   "financial concerns."

22            If there's other concerns that the Board has

23   separate and apart from the substantive nature of the bill,

24   in other words, the substantive nature of the bill should not

25   play a specific role in what -- in the information the Board
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 1   is providing the governor.

 2            For example, you had mentioned the example of the

 3   Equestrian Center.  So let's -- if SB 264 had made it

 4   illegal, the ability to operate a horse run facility in

 5   Orange County, then presumably this letter would look -- the

 6   letter should look very similar to the extent that that bill

 7   would impact the financial -- the ability of the district to

 8   generate revenue and if it would have financial implications

 9   for the financial viability of the property.

10            So to the extent that that type of information can

11   be provided, it's -- it's information that is uniquely

12   provided by the district and doesn't take a position one way

13   or the other.

14            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thanks Josh.

15            And I might -- oh, go ahead, Doug.

16            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thanks, Josh.  I think that's

17   very helpful and very informative, and I cannot support the

18   letter in its current form.

19            If we can modify it and maybe the approach would be

20   to do that and bring it back to the 23rd meeting and keep it

21   just very informational, advising the governor, "As you

22   consider your actions regarding this legislation, we wanted

23   to provide you with the following information relative to the

24   impacts on the 32nd DAA," and just keep it very general.

25            Even in that context, maybe just providing the
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 1   comments from the transcript, but I think to urge one action

 2   one way or the other, and then to address the issues relative

 3   to senator Min, I think we should keep it very generic, just

 4   information only, here's the financial impacts on the 32nd

 5   DAA.

 6            You know, we can obviously go into some history with

 7   how long they've been a business operating at the fair, and

 8   we can also go into all of the efforts that the Board and

 9   staff have made during the COVID situation to, like you said

10   earlier, to keep the ship afloat.

11            But I think making any recommendation for or against

12   any legislation that would impact this, should not

13   be -- should not be a part of the letter.

14            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And, Doug, to your point,

15   Michelle is changing it in real-time right now.  So now it

16   reads, "Economic Impact of SB 264 on 32nd District

17   Agricultural Association," and that's how it could be

18   modified throughout the entire letter.  So we'll remove any

19   request for veto but make it just factual.

20            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  So Director -- Chair, I am -- I

21   know we're doing this on the fly and already I like it better

22   that we're not directing -- saying, "Hey, veto this," but do

23   we need to take a five-minute break, ten-minute break to get

24   the language, or do we wait for the next Board meeting?

25            Since there is a deadline for the governor to sign
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 1   it, the more time he has with our letter, the better if we're

 2   going to do this.

 3            So should we take a break and wordsmith this with

 4   the help of Josh, or do we bring it back to the next Board

 5   meeting?

 6            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I'm okay with -- does the

 7   Board want to take a break to have us wordsmith this really

 8   quickly?

 9            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Can we -- can we offer our input?

10            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yeah, you know, Ashleigh,

11   if you want to offer your input and Michelle is actually

12   changing it at the same time.

13            And I'm mindful of people's time, and I know

14   that -- I want to make sure that we get to this item.  So if

15   you want to look at that -- Ashleigh, if you want to add some

16   context there or change the context.

17            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yeah, I think my concern -- you

18   know, and I think we can change it if the majority of the

19   Board decides to send this letter that we just have something

20   that says, "The majority of the 32nd DAA Board of Directors

21   with Director Aitken" -- and if anybody else wants to join

22   me -- "voting no."

23            I just want that in there, and, I think, we -- I

24   like what you said about sticking to the facts.  I think

25   there's certain things in here that I don't know that we can

�

0040

 1   prove.

 2            Obviously, we know what our revenue stream is, we

 3   know that they've been here for 25 years, that it's four

 4   times a year, but when we say it's 70,000 -- and maybe

 5   Michelle knows this -- is 70,000 -- are those individually

 6   and distinct members of the community or could it be the same

 7   15-, 20,000 that come all four?

 8            I mean, that just -- I don't know if we can prove

 9   that, as well as the statement about it generates economic

10   development opportunities for surrounding businesses.  I

11   don't know that we can say that or prove that.  I don't know

12   if it makes the argument any stronger.

13            I also think, at the bottom, when we are using,

14   maybe, in my opinion, language that's a bit too strong

15   addressing Senator -- State Senator Dave Min.

16            He did come to the gun show.  He did come -- I

17   believe he has made public comment and has addressed our

18   Board before, so I don't know if it's entirely fair to stay

19   that he never consulted with us.

20            I think he certainly never agreed with the majority

21   of the Board, but that's different than maybe never

22   consulting with us, maybe we could soften that language a

23   little bit.

24            The same thing, I think, in the last paragraph where

25   we're saying, "This prohibition will not enhance public
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 1   safety," I think that's extremely debatable.  I think some

 2   people will say yes, some people will say no.

 3            And if the Board wants to do this, I think to

 4   Director La Bell's point, I think we should just stick to the

 5   facts that we can prove, and then just make the

 6   caveat carve-out that I'm not going to be signing onto this

 7   letter in whatever language that you see fit.

 8            Those would be my overall general comments.

 9            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  So, Madam Chair -- so

10   Director Aitken, I heard what you just said, and I'm pretty

11   much on the same wavelength, but I did like the fact that we

12   would tailor this letter just to be the -- to stick to the

13   economic concern of not having the gun show and leave a lot

14   of the rest of this out.

15            But it sounds to me that you would not be in favor

16   of the letter even if we do that, and that's the thing that

17   we could easily put a motion to the floor to reject the

18   letter period and move on.

19            I don't know if we want to delay this meeting,

20   trying to do something that may not pass or pass.  I'm just

21   concerned that there are too many concerns right now for this

22   letter and the whole process that we're trying to take on

23   this, that maybe we just need to move on, and if the governor

24   signs, it will be law, and we won't have a choice in it

25   anyway.
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 1            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Director Bagneris makes a

 2   good point, and I would recommend we go ahead and take a vote

 3   as to whether or not we're going to send a letter as one full

 4   Board.

 5            My concerns about tabling it for our September 23rd

 6   meeting is that it could be signed into law tomorrow or the

 7   day after, and I think it's good for us to get this on the

 8   record from a budget perspective too.

 9            If there's ever opportunity for the State to provide

10   us with some sort of fiscal support, having this on the

11   record is instrumental.  I think that Director Aitken, you

12   know, made a good point about that last statement about the

13   safety, that should come out.

14            But I actually am opposed to removing -- with

15   confirmation, we can definetly confirm number of attendees,

16   but I don't think that we should take out the statement about

17   the surrounding businesses because we are an economic

18   development driver and there are businesses in the

19   surrounding area that benefit, and I don't think that hurts

20   or makes a political statement whatsoever.

21            But I would go ahead and -- if I can get a motion to

22   at least vote on sending the letter with, you know, with the

23   caveat that we are going to revise it so that it's all

24   factual and we will take out any reference to, you know,

25   Senator Dave Min.
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 1            The other thing I want to mention is Senator Dave

 2   Min never came to our Board meeting and addressed the Board.

 3   He -- I believe, he -- there was a group called Waive, which

 4   is a political group that came here to address our Board and

 5   we gave them ample time.

 6            Senator Dave Min was invited to visit the gun show

 7   and he did, but we never had any discussions with him prior

 8   to that.  He just decided to push -- bulldoze this through

 9   and basically take it out of our governing decision-making.

10            So for those reasons, I think we need to at least

11   send a letter to address the economic impact and the failure

12   in the process.

13            So this is not a, you know, political issue, this is

14   purely economic development, and we are the governing body.

15   We have a fiduciary duty as appointees of the governor to at

16   least make him aware of what has happened and what will

17   impact us.

18            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Director Rubalcava [sic], this is

19   Director Ruiz.  I just wanted to make a comment.  I

20   wholeheartedly agree with what you said.

21            I would like to see Senator Min's name left on there

22   because, you're right, he didn't come.  He spoke at a

23   meeting, speaking and addressing your opinion is one thing,

24   coming to the Board and telling us -- asking us, "How can we

25   work together?  This is the direction which I want to go in

�

0044

 1   my district with 32nd DAA, how can we work together?"

 2            To me that's reaching out and trying to come up with

 3   a solution.  Getting up to the microphone and speaking your

 4   opinion is not a solution in my opinion.  So I would request

 5   that his name stay on this letter.  That's my opinion.

 6            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director Ruiz.

 7            And I believe Director Cervantes has a comment but

 8   may have some issues coming off of mute.

 9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes, try star 6 to

10   unmute yourself.

11            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Awesome.  Can you hear me now?

12            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.

13            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Perfect.  Thank you so much.

14            And I agree with exactly everything that

15   Director Ruiz just mentioned, and I think one of the most

16   important facts that we should go ahead and focus on also is

17   that during this entire period of time of having gun shows,

18   nothing has changed.

19            Safety has been of the utmost concern that the

20   OC Fair staff has worked together and implemented, so much so

21   that one of the Board of Directors, Director Barbara Bagneris

22   purchased a gun as far as I remember -- and you can correct

23   me, Director Bagneris, if that's not true.

24            But most importantly, safety hasn't changed.  It's

25   still there, so I do support the letter.
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 1            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  With that, I would like to

 2   entertain -- I make a motion that we send the letter --

 3            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  I so move that we do.  This is

 4   Sandra Cervantes.

 5            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  So I have discussion.

 6            DIRECTOR PHAM:  So just for clarity, if we're voting

 7   to send a letter, you know, do we have to have a subsequent

 8   vote for the content of the letter, or do we want to just

 9   say, you know, have a vote to not send a letter to kind of

10   nip that in the bud if people want that to happen, and then

11   we can discuss content afterwards?

12            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  And the motion isn't clear to

13   that effect --

14            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Right.

15            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  -- and because of that, I would

16   have to vote the motion down, and it would have to come back

17   to us in a different form, because I'm not comfortable -- if

18   the motion clarifies that or not.

19            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I agree with

20   Director Bagneris.  If this letter is going to just provide

21   information only to the governor, whether he signs it or

22   doesn't sign it, you know, I think based on Director Aitken's

23   earlier comments, I think the governor is on record in

24   support of this even on a statewide basis.

25            I think our only role at this point in time as a
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 1   Board is to advise the governor of what the economic impacts

 2   will be and keep it very very generic.

 3            I would like to see a letter that all of us can

 4   support, and, you know, if we can't get to that point, then

 5   I'm going to be a no on sending any kind of communication to

 6   the governor and the record will just show what our

 7   discussion was and to the extent that anyone would want to

 8   review that, then that's obviously part of the public

 9   record.

10            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.

11            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  So based on -- I'm a no at

12   this point.

13            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  So, Doug, I would -- let's

14   look at this.  So as part of the discussion, we have already

15   changed it to, "Economic Impact of 264."

16            We are removing "The 32nd DAA Agricultural

17   Association Board of Directors opposes."  So the letter will

18   start out with, "SB 264 would prohibit all sale of firearm

19   and ammunition at the fairgrounds," which basically states

20   what the bill is.

21            We go into the economic development.  We will remove

22   where it says, "Furthermore, this prohibits -- this

23   prohibition will not enhance public safety," we will take

24   that out, and then, we can -- the last statement could just

25   say, "The gubernatorial appointed Board of the 32nd DAA
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 1   writes to inform you about your decision as you ponder

 2   signing or vetoing -- or signing SB 264."

 3            It is okay -- I think, that the governor has his

 4   stance on things.  I don't think that should sway how the

 5   Board -- you know, we're just informing him as appointees of

 6   the governor.

 7            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I'm just not comfortable on the

 8   fly trying to recreate this letter without us reading what

 9   the final format of this letter would be.

10            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Right.

11            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  That's my --

12            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yeah, and we can -- I mean,

13   we can --

14            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I agree, and I also want

15   Josh Caplan to have had the opportunity to review and edit

16   appropriately to make sure that we are, you know, in

17   accordance with laws relating to the -- this whole matter.

18            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  So how about this,

19   since we noticed a ten-day meeting, how about we send

20   everybody a copy of this letter, and then we reconvene at

21   11:00 to review and vote?

22            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Josh, does that give you

23   enough to time to review the letter and provide your input?

24            MR. CAPLAN:  Yes, and so the Board is aware, my

25   review is really going to be focused on ensuring the letter
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 1   doesn't include any language that identifies a specific

 2   political position on the bill itself but that it's focused

 3   truly on the impacts of the bill.

 4            Again, setting aside the substance of the bill, what

 5   impacts would this bill have, and what information does the

 6   Board think is helpful.

 7            I'm not going to insert or include or wordsmith the

 8   information, for example, about the history of the gun show,

 9   number of attendees, financial revenue generated.  I simply

10   don't have that information.

11            I'll be focused more on a lot of language, which has

12   already been stricken in red on the screen share, language

13   like that, which goes more outside of the corners of the

14   financial impacts of this bill.

15            But yeah, I won't be able to do that between now and

16   11:00, it's a very short letter.

17            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  And then, Josh, I would just

18   respectfully request that in the -- sorry, this is

19   Director Aitken -- that we put, maybe, when it says, "In 2020

20   the Board of Directors voted 5 to 1," just saying, "with

21   Director Aitken dissenting," and then at the bottom, just

22   say, "The majority of the gubernatorial appointed board of

23   the 32nd DAA writes to inform you."

24            MR. CAPLAN:  I don't have any legal objection to

25   those changes.
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 1            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Just looking at the letter, it looks

 2   like a lot's going to be stricken.  You know, there's request

 3   to veto in the third paragraph, which, you know, kind of puts

 4   a position on, whatnot, you know, the Board.

 5            But, yeah, I mean, I think deciding this quickly on

 6   a new letter and then circling back in a half an hour, even

 7   an hour is going to be challenging from what I'm hearing, so.

 8            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  So then hearing the

 9   concerns, can we at least vote that we will send a letter, we

10   will then circulate the letter to the Board for review and

11   approval at the 23rd meeting?

12            What I'm trying to avoid is wasting time on the 23rd

13   deciding whether or not we're sending a letter.  We can send

14   a letter to the Board to review and make any suggested edits

15   to Michelle Richards, and then we can go ahead and send it

16   off by the 23rd.

17            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I'm somewhat concerned --

18   Director Bagneris -- that we're doing this so quickly and in

19   haste and that maybe this -- even though this discussion has

20   been good, I'm glad that we are having this discussion, but

21   maybe we are in haste trying to get this letter out and maybe

22   it's not a good idea after all.

23            I think I hear three dissenting votes to sending a

24   letter, I don't know if that's enough to pass with who is on

25   the call right now, but I think, maybe, let's -- I think
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 1   Sandra is trying to say something, I'm not sure if she's not

 2   being able to get off mute.

 3            But if we do take this vote and we vote it down,

 4   we're done.  If it votes up, then, yes, maybe the 23rd is a

 5   better time, but the governor could have signed it at that

 6   point.

 7            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Well, from my perspective,

 8   whether the Governor signs it or not, we have the

 9   ability -- or we have the responsibility to advise him of the

10   economic impacts of this bill on the district.  That's all I

11   want to do.

12            DIRECTOR PHAM.  Agreed.

13            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I don't want to get into the

14   politics of it either way, for or against, but, you know,

15   maybe at some point in time, we can't replace that million

16   dollars, and we may find ourselves in a situation where we're

17   going to go hat-in-hand and ask for funding to offset the

18   lost revenues.

19            That's all I'm -- I'm prepared to include in the

20   letter, and I don't think we -- we all -- I want to see the

21   letter in it's final form before I decide whether I'm for or

22   against it, so that's all I'm saying.

23            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Doug, so with all of those

24   comments that you just said, are you recommending that we

25   vote to send a letter but wait to discuss the content at the
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 1   23rd meeting?

 2            I just need to get some clarification so that we can

 3   move on.

 4            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Why can't we just vote to send it

 5   after we see the content on the 23rd meeting?

 6            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  We can do that so.

 7            So we'll go ahead, at this time we'll table this

 8   item.  We will send a copy of the revised letter to the

 9   Board.  Please be prepared to discuss and vote on whether or

10   not we're going to send a letter on the 23rd.

11            So with that said, moving onto agenda -- the next

12   agenda item, which I think may be the same situation.  I

13   don't want -- I'm respectful of Board members' time, I know

14   everybody has things to do today.

15            So I'll go ahead and turn it over for discussion on

16   this item, we can either table that to the 23rd as well, or

17   we can go ahead and discuss this -- and this is actually a

18   recommendation from staff, so.

19            MR. CAPLAN:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, just a quick

20   point, when the -- when there is an updated draft of the

21   letter, because it will be circulated to the full

22   board -- maybe, this is more for Michelle and her

23   team -- just to make sure that that updated letter finds its

24   way to the website as part of the public material so the

25   members of the public can review the draft as well going into
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 1   the next Board meeting.

 2            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Absolutely, and we'll be

 3   posting soon, so we will get that circulated today and give

 4   Board members enough time to review and comment, and just for

 5   Bagley Keene purposes, the comments will go directly to

 6   Michelle Richards, the letter will go out to the Board as a

 7   one-way communication.

 8            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  So let me just ask this question

 9   because there is a motion on the floor, it was seconded:  Do

10   we have to move to table it officially?

11            I think we do for the record because it was a

12   motion, and it was seconded.

13            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes, that is correct.  Before we

14   moved on, I was going to bring up the point that there was a

15   motion on the floor and there was a second, and we never

16   voted on it.

17            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Right.

18            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Why don't you go ahead and

19   make a motion to table it, Robert?

20            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  I'm good with that.

21            I'll reamend my motion, and we'll table this item

22   for our next public meeting until everyone gets a copy of

23   whatever the letter is going to look like at that time.

24            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I'm not sure who seconded, but

25   this is Director Bagneris for a second motion to table.
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 1            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Great.  Thank you.

 2            And then, Josh, if you could do me a favor -- I

 3   think what we will do is table the second item as well unless

 4   any other Board members have objection, but if you could do

 5   some research on Dave Min's letter where he threatens legal

 6   action against any Board members who might vote on this item.

 7            If it is not actual law until the the governor signs

 8   it, is there any weight to his threat, which I actually take

 9   personal because he addressed the letter directly to me.

10            So if you could do that and be prepared to guide the

11   Board either before the 23rd or on the 23rd, that would be

12   wonderful.

13            SECRETARY RICHARDS:  And Chair Rubalcava-Garcia,

14   there is a motion on the floor, so we need to get the vote.

15            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes, and, Summer

16   is -- Summer is going to go ahead --

17            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I have a question.

18            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  So we have a first and a

19   second to table this item until the next meeting, which is on

20   the 23rd.

21            Summer, can you please take roll call?

22            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?

23            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.

24            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?

25            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.
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 1            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?

 2            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.

 3            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?

 4            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.

 5            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Bagneris?

 6            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.

 7            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Aitken?

 8            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.

 9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Director Pham?

10            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Yes.

11            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.

12            So I'm going to go ahead, and we'll move on from

13   this item, but I just want to remind Board members we are

14   appointed by the governor to govern this property.

15            This is not a political thing.  We are -- regardless

16   of what office we might be running for or things that are

17   going on, we need to make sure that we're representing the

18   fairgrounds and its economic viability.

19            So please keep that in mind as we are preparing to

20   review the letter and send the letter to the governor.  We

21   are supposed to be voting as one body, so regardless of

22   whether something passes or nothing, it's something that the

23   Board as a whole adopts.

24            So please keep that in mind as we move to the 23rd

25   and reflect on the letter and discuss next steps.
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 1            So with that said, I'm going to go ahead -- do we

 2   need a motion to table the second item, Josh?

 3            MR. CAPLAN:  Yes.

 4            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, I'm

 5   good with tabling it, and would so move to do that.  But do

 6   we have any public comments on the second item that we

 7   might -- might be helpful to hear now and help us in our

 8   deliberation later?

 9            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Actually, Doug, I would

10   like to wait to have public comment on that item until the

11   23rd.

12            I would like Josh to come back to the Board, and I

13   also know that we have some Board members who probably have

14   to leave the call because they have to get back to their

15   work.

16            So I would prefer to table that until the 23rd.

17            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I'm okay with that.

18            So I move to table it until the 23rd.

19            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.  So can I get a

20   second?

21            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Director Bagneris, I'll

22   second it.

23            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, can you take roll

24   call?

25            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?
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 1            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.

 2            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?

 3            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.

 4            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?

 5            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.

 6            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?

 7            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.

 8            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Bagneris?

 9            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.

10            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Aitken?

11            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.

12            SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Director Pham?

13            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Yes.

14            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.  Thank you.

15            If all board members are okay with us skipping

16   Board of Director's Matter of Information, we're going to go

17   ahead and do that.

18            The next publicly noticed Board meeting is on

19   September 23rd, and at this time this meeting is adjourned.

20

21            (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned.)

22

23

24

25
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 1                           CERTIFICATE

 2                                OF

 3                   CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTER

 4                         *    *    *    *

 5

 6

 7

 8             The undersigned Certified Shorthand Reporter of the

 9   State of California does hereby certify:

10             That the foregoing Proceeding was taken before me

11   at the time and place therein set forth.

12             That the testimony and all objections made at the

13   time of the Proceeding were recorded stenographically by me

14   and were thereafter transcribed, said transcript, being true

15   and correct copy of the proceedings thereof.

16             In witness whereof, I have subscribed my name, this

17   date: September 22, 2021
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		286						LN		11		24		false		            24   too lengthy for the time permitted to me at this point.				false

		287						LN		11		25		false		            25            I was surprised and disappointed by Item 6A and 6B				false

		288						PG		12		0		false		page 12				false

		289						LN		12		1		false		             1   on your agenda.  I would object to both, and I would object				false

		290						LN		12		2		false		             2   to anybody paraphrasing how we have written our particular				false

		291						LN		12		3		false		             3   objections.				false

		292						LN		12		4		false		             4            I believe that your actions today are outside of				false

		293						LN		12		5		false		             5   your duties and the Orange County communities through their				false

		294						LN		12		6		false		             6   elected officials and our State legislature have spoken:  No				false

		295						LN		12		7		false		             7   gun shows at the fairgrounds.				false

		296						LN		12		8		false		             8            I support Senator Min's written memo submitted to				false

		297						LN		12		9		false		             9   you today, and I hope you take it very very seriously.  It				false

		298						LN		12		10		false		            10   has some excellent points in it.				false

		299						LN		12		11		false		            11            And thank you for the opportunity to be heard.				false

		300						LN		12		12		false		            12            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you to our public				false

		301						LN		12		13		false		            13   speakers.				false

		302						LN		12		14		false		            14            Summer, have there been any additional since we				false

		303						LN		12		15		false		            15   started public comment on this item?				false

		304						LN		12		16		false		            16            SECRETARY ANGUS:  I don't believe so.				false

		305						LN		12		17		false		            17            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  So public comment is				false

		306						LN		12		18		false		            18   closed for this agenda item at this time.  Thank you to all				false

		307						LN		12		19		false		            19   of our public commenters.				false

		308						LN		12		20		false		            20            One of the things I just want to highlight as well,				false

		309						LN		12		21		false		            21   you know, for a couple of the -- we actually did receive a				false

		310						LN		12		22		false		            22   letter from Senator Dave Min directed to me this morning, and				false

		311						LN		12		23		false		            23   I believe the rest of the Board also received a copy of that.				false

		312						LN		12		24		false		            24            One of the issues that I did notice from the				false

		313						LN		12		25		false		            25   legislation was Cal Palace, as well as Del Mar had been				false
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		315						LN		13		1		false		             1   mentioned as setting precedent.				false

		316						LN		13		2		false		             2            One of the things that -- one distinction, I think,				false

		317						LN		13		3		false		             3   that we need to highlight from what happened at those two				false

		318						LN		13		4		false		             4   DAAs is that their board of directors actually voted to ban				false

		319						LN		13		5		false		             5   gun shows from their fairgrounds.  That's not what happened				false

		320						LN		13		6		false		             6   here.				false

		321						LN		13		7		false		             7            The Board had not been addressed by Senator Dave Min				false

		322						LN		13		8		false		             8   as to, you know, look to various policies that we might be				false

		323						LN		13		9		false		             9   able to put into place that might, you know, make gun shows				false

		324						LN		13		10		false		            10   safer, at least in his eyes.				false

		325						LN		13		11		false		            11            So I'm going to go ahead and open it up to our board				false

		326						LN		13		12		false		            12   members for discussion now, but I just wanted to make that				false

		327						LN		13		13		false		            13   one distinction there, and then also to keep in mind that				false

		328						LN		13		14		false		            14   this legislation is not law until the Governor signs it.				false

		329						LN		13		15		false		            15            So that is why the Board, as appointed gubernatorial				false

		330						LN		13		16		false		            16   members of the 32nd DAA, are really the ones who are here to				false

		331						LN		13		17		false		            17   help govern.				false

		332						LN		13		18		false		            18            The other thing I also want to highlight is:  If				false

		333						LN		13		19		false		            19   this isn't good for the entire state, how come it's good for				false

		334						LN		13		20		false		            20   the 32nd DAA?				false

		335						LN		13		21		false		            21            And those are really the issues that I think the				false

		336						LN		13		22		false		            22   Board needs to keep in mind as we're discussing and reviewing				false

		337						LN		13		23		false		            23   the letter that we're proposing we send to the governor.				false

		338						LN		13		24		false		            24            And I'm also recommending that we send a copy of				false

		339						LN		13		25		false		            25   Senator Dave Min's letter along with our letter so that the				false
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		341						LN		14		1		false		             1   governor can also see the strong language that was used				false

		342						LN		14		2		false		             2   within the letter toward the Board of Directors.				false

		343						LN		14		3		false		             3            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, do you				false

		344						LN		14		4		false		             4   know off the top of your head or, maybe, our CEO could let us				false

		345						LN		14		5		false		             5   know when is the deadline for the governor to support or veto				false

		346						LN		14		6		false		             6   this legislation, SB 264?				false

		347						LN		14		7		false		             7            SECRETARY RICHARDS:  My understanding is that the				false

		348						LN		14		8		false		             8   governor, the deadline is October 10th.  So the governor can				false

		349						LN		14		9		false		             9   either sign the bill, he can veto the bill, or if he does not				false

		350						LN		14		10		false		            10   sign it, it automatically becomes law as of October 10th.				false

		351						LN		14		11		false		            11            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Chair Rubalcava, this is				false

		352						LN		14		12		false		            12   Director Ruiz.  I just wanted to, you know, speak on this				false

		353						LN		14		13		false		            13   briefly.				false

		354						LN		14		14		false		            14            We're not making a political point out of this, at				false

		355						LN		14		15		false		            15   least from my standpoint I'm not.  I'm just addressing it				false

		356						LN		14		16		false		            16   from an economic point of view, that's it.				false

		357						LN		14		17		false		            17            I wish Senator Min would have came to us and				false

		358						LN		14		18		false		            18   addressed to us:  Look, we're about to loose a million				false

		359						LN		14		19		false		            19   dollars if this goes through, what other options -- or what				false

		360						LN		14		20		false		            20   other options can we come up with to replace the revenue that				false

		361						LN		14		21		false		            21   could potentially be lost if this bill goes through?  That's				false

		362						LN		14		22		false		            22   all.				false

		363						LN		14		23		false		            23            This is -- we're not making a political statement				false

		364						LN		14		24		false		            24   here, and, again, I'm speaking for myself.  I'm just				false

		365						LN		14		25		false		            25   addressing the economic impact on the 32nd DAA.				false
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		367						LN		15		1		false		             1            I was under the impression when the bill was first				false

		368						LN		15		2		false		             2   introduced that this was going to be a statewide thing.  So I				false

		369						LN		15		3		false		             3   figured, okay, if it's a statewide thing, well, it is what it				false

		370						LN		15		4		false		             4   is.  So be it.				false

		371						LN		15		5		false		             5            But then the bill was amended, and now we're the				false

		372						LN		15		6		false		             6   only ones that are going to be affected by this.  That, I'm				false

		373						LN		15		7		false		             7   just having a hard time understanding that.				false

		374						LN		15		8		false		             8            Again, I'm for gun safety.  I'm all for gun safety,				false

		375						LN		15		9		false		             9   but getting rid of this gun show doesn't address the issue				false

		376						LN		15		10		false		            10   that we have with guns.				false

		377						LN		15		11		false		            11            Most -- all State laws are being followed at these				false

		378						LN		15		12		false		            12   gun shows, there's nothing illegal at these gun shows.  I				false

		379						LN		15		13		false		            13   can't walk in there and walk out of there with a gun, like in				false

		380						LN		15		14		false		            14   some other states.  That doesn't happen here.				false

		381						LN		15		15		false		            15            Now, if ghost guns is the issue, let's address that,				false

		382						LN		15		16		false		            16   let's address the ghost gun issue on a statewide legislation				false

		383						LN		15		17		false		            17   if that is the problem.				false

		384						LN		15		18		false		            18            I don't know all the facts behind ghost guns like				false

		385						LN		15		19		false		            19   I'm sure Mr. Templeton could address, but I think we				false

		386						LN		15		20		false		            20   should -- this should have been addressed differently.				false

		387						LN		15		21		false		            21            Again, I'm just speaking from an economic				false

		388						LN		15		22		false		            22   standpoint.  Maybe the governor can veto it until we come up				false

		389						LN		15		23		false		            23   with other ideas as to how we can supplement the revenue that				false

		390						LN		15		24		false		            24   we potentially tend to loose here.				false

		391						LN		15		25		false		            25            Yes, guns are a problem, but this doesn't fix the				false

		392						PG		16		0		false		page 16				false

		393						LN		16		1		false		             1   problem.  So I just wanted to state my opinion on that.				false

		394						LN		16		2		false		             2   Again, I'm not politicizing this at all.  I'm just addressing				false

		395						LN		16		3		false		             3   it from an economic standpoint for the 32nd DAA.  That's all.				false

		396						LN		16		4		false		             4            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director Ruiz.				false

		397						LN		16		5		false		             5            Any other comments or questions from the Board				false

		398						LN		16		6		false		             6   before we review the letter?				false

		399						LN		16		7		false		             7            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes, Chair, if you don't mind.  I				false

		400						LN		16		8		false		             8   want to make a couple comments before we, kind of, go over				false

		401						LN		16		9		false		             9   the content of the letter.				false

		402						LN		16		10		false		            10            You know, I agree with my fellow Board member that				false

		403						LN		16		11		false		            11   we're not making the argument that anything at the shows that				false

		404						LN		16		12		false		            12   is happening is violating California law.				false

		405						LN		16		13		false		            13            I think we've -- those of us -- I think almost all				false

		406						LN		16		14		false		            14   of the Board members have taken the opportunity to go to the				false

		407						LN		16		15		false		            15   gun shows, to meet Mr. Templeton, so that's not a point of				false

		408						LN		16		16		false		            16   my -- of concern for me as we're going forward with this.				false

		409						LN		16		17		false		            17            And I do acknowledge, as the Chair pointed out, that				false

		410						LN		16		18		false		            18   our fairgrounds and our Board of Directors has consistently				false

		411						LN		16		19		false		            19   supported having gun shows at the fairgrounds.				false

		412						LN		16		20		false		            20            I think my concern is two-fold.  One, as an				false

		413						LN		16		21		false		            21   appointee of the governor's office, I look to his past				false

		414						LN		16		22		false		            22   comments, his past support of banning gun shows, and I look				false

		415						LN		16		23		false		            23   at it as my role as a Board of Director to advance policy				false

		416						LN		16		24		false		            24   that the governor would support.				false

		417						LN		16		25		false		            25            I know it is not until October 10th that we will				false
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		419						LN		17		1		false		             1   have a definitive answer, but I think in looking at his past				false

		420						LN		17		2		false		             2   actions, his past statements as a candidate for office, and				false

		421						LN		17		3		false		             3   as our governor, I think his opinion on these issues is				false

		422						LN		17		4		false		             4   fairly clear.				false

		423						LN		17		5		false		             5            I'm also concerned that, you know, I'm not an				false

		424						LN		17		6		false		             6   elected official.  Senator David Min was elected by the				false

		425						LN		17		7		false		             7   people in this district, and this was a -- really a forefront				false

		426						LN		17		8		false		             8   issue for him, and the voters decided, you know, to put him				false

		427						LN		17		9		false		             9   into office and this issue is one of the things that, I				false

		428						LN		17		10		false		            10   think, people resoundingly supported him on.				false

		429						LN		17		11		false		            11            So I'm just uncomfortable sending this letter for				false

		430						LN		17		12		false		            12   those reasons, and I think if the Board does decide to go				false

		431						LN		17		13		false		            13   through and send this letter, I would just respectfully				false

		432						LN		17		14		false		            14   request that we put something in there that I will not be				false

		433						LN		17		15		false		            15   supporting this, and I will not be signing my name as a Board				false

		434						LN		17		16		false		            16   of Director to the letter going forward.				false

		435						LN		17		17		false		            17            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director Aitken.				false

		436						LN		17		18		false		            18            Director Bagneris.				false

		437						LN		17		19		false		            19            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I have -- my biggest concern				false

		438						LN		17		20		false		            20   about this -- the million dollars -- I think our safety comes				false

		439						LN		17		21		false		            21   first.  So I know that our staff and the persons that we've				false

		440						LN		17		22		false		            22   hired to help us to bring in funds are going to be able to do				false

		441						LN		17		23		false		            23   that, I believe we will successfully replace that money.				false

		442						LN		17		24		false		            24            I'm very disappointed that this wasn't an all or				false

		443						LN		17		25		false		            25   nothing legislation.  All, if it's good for the 32nd DAA, was				false
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		445						LN		18		1		false		             1   good for all of the State fairs.  So I'm hoping at some point				false

		446						LN		18		2		false		             2   that that still happens.				false

		447						LN		18		3		false		             3            I have to agree with Sora Aitken -- I'm sorry,				false

		448						LN		18		4		false		             4   Ashleigh, I've been in delta mode all weekend -- Director				false

		449						LN		18		5		false		             5   Aitken in that I would not be comfortable putting my name to				false

		450						LN		18		6		false		             6   the letter.				false

		451						LN		18		7		false		             7            So if the Board does approve this and it moves				false

		452						LN		18		8		false		             8   forward, I agree that I would like to have some way to -- for				false

		453						LN		18		9		false		             9   it to be known, maybe it's the transcript from this meeting,				false

		454						LN		18		10		false		            10   that I am not in agreement with this kind of letter to the				false

		455						LN		18		11		false		            11   governor.				false

		456						LN		18		12		false		            12            What we can do about the other fairs, I don't know,				false

		457						LN		18		13		false		            13   but I just think it's unfair that you singled this fair out				false

		458						LN		18		14		false		            14   and didn't make it an all or nothing, but if this legislation				false

		459						LN		18		15		false		            15   passes, I would support the governor in that passage.				false

		460						LN		18		16		false		            16            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you,				false

		461						LN		18		17		false		            17   Director Bagneris.  And I think that is the -- do we have				false

		462						LN		18		18		false		            18   comment from anybody?				false

		463						LN		18		19		false		            19            And I just want to highlight, we haven't reviewed				false

		464						LN		18		20		false		            20   the letter yet, and it's really about the fact that -- I				false

		465						LN		18		21		false		            21   respect that Dave Min was elected, but I want to put				false

		466						LN		18		22		false		            22   something in perspective.				false

		467						LN		18		23		false		            23            If Dave Min came in and said, "I don't like the way				false

		468						LN		18		24		false		            24   the Equestrian Center is run at the fairgrounds," and he puts				false

		469						LN		18		25		false		            25   policy through to get that removed from the fairgrounds, is				false
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		471						LN		19		1		false		             1   that something that we want to set precedent for?				false

		472						LN		19		2		false		             2            And I know that this is a safety issue, but for me				false

		473						LN		19		3		false		             3   it's not political, so I don't even want to get into the fact				false

		474						LN		19		4		false		             4   that it makes no comprehensive change to any safety-related				false

		475						LN		19		5		false		             5   policies related to gun control or anything like that.				false

		476						LN		19		6		false		             6            The issue here is that this is something that Dave				false

		477						LN		19		7		false		             7   Min ran on, right?  His political campaign, that's great, but				false

		478						LN		19		8		false		             8   it affects only the 32nd DAA and that's really what we				false

		479						LN		19		9		false		             9   address in the letter.				false

		480						LN		19		10		false		            10            We are appointed members of the Board of Directors				false

		481						LN		19		11		false		            11   by the governor of the State.  This isn't political.  We're				false

		482						LN		19		12		false		            12   not beating him over the head and saying, you know, "We know				false

		483						LN		19		13		false		            13   that you don't like guns, and we ask you to veto this."				false

		484						LN		19		14		false		            14            We're simply making him aware of the fact that this				false

		485						LN		19		15		false		            15   32nd DAA, if it's not good for one DAA, how is it not good				false

		486						LN		19		16		false		            16   for the rest?				false

		487						LN		19		17		false		            17            So I just want to, you know, remind everybody we're				false

		488						LN		19		18		false		            18   not -- we will not -- never send a disrespectful letter to				false

		489						LN		19		19		false		            19   the governor.				false

		490						LN		19		20		false		            20            I also respect the governor's position on various				false

		491						LN		19		21		false		            21   things, but I also think, as the governing body, we need to				false

		492						LN		19		22		false		            22   make sure that we have it on the record that we are losing				false

		493						LN		19		23		false		            23   this revenue.				false

		494						LN		19		24		false		            24            Replacing it with a 5K will never generate a million				false

		495						LN		19		25		false		            25   dollars in revenue annually.  It will actually lose money at				false
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		497						LN		20		1		false		             1   the fairgrounds.				false

		498						LN		20		2		false		             2            So this is not a political fight.  We're not				false

		499						LN		20		3		false		             3   fighting with Senator Min.  He has made it personal by saying				false

		500						LN		20		4		false		             4   he will go after any board members who personally votes for				false

		501						LN		20		5		false		             5   stuff.  This is not personal.  This is simply us governing				false

		502						LN		20		6		false		             6   the DAA.				false

		503						LN		20		7		false		             7            So, Doug, did you have a comment?  I'm sorry, I				false

		504						LN		20		8		false		             8   actually spoke over you.				false

		505						LN		20		9		false		             9            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes, thanks, Natalie.				false

		506						LN		20		10		false		            10            One of the concerns that I have, I think Barbara and				false

		507						LN		20		11		false		            11   Robert both articulated it and that was the fact that this				false

		508						LN		20		12		false		            12   only applies to the 32nd DAA.				false

		509						LN		20		13		false		            13            I was wondering if Senator Min's chief of staff				false

		510						LN		20		14		false		            14   could speak to the reasons why the legislation was pared				false

		511						LN		20		15		false		            15   down, if you will, from all State properties to apply only to				false

		512						LN		20		16		false		            16   the 32nd DAA.				false

		513						LN		20		17		false		            17            I believe he's still on the line or perhaps the				false

		514						LN		20		18		false		            18   gentleman from Brady Group who provided testimony --				false

		515						LN		20		19		false		            19            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Or Ash.  I think Ash is				false

		516						LN		20		20		false		            20   representing Senator Dave Min's office.				false

		517						LN		20		21		false		            21            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yeah, right.  So I would like				false

		518						LN		20		22		false		            22   to kind of see if I can get an answer to that question.				false

		519						LN		20		23		false		            23            MR. ALVANDI:  Thank you, Board Member.  I would be				false

		520						LN		20		24		false		            24   happy to have the senator, you know, send you his remarks on				false

		521						LN		20		25		false		            25   that.  You know, we're still finalizing our public statements				false
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		523						LN		21		1		false		             1   regarding what happened with the bill.				false

		524						LN		21		2		false		             2            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I guess the question is				false

		525						LN		21		3		false		             3   that -- I think Director Bagneris said it very well.				false

		526						LN		21		4		false		             4            Obviously, when this started out it was going to				false

		527						LN		21		5		false		             5   apply to all of the DAAs, and there are a number of them in				false

		528						LN		21		6		false		             6   the state and as Chair Rubalcava-Garcia said that in the case				false

		529						LN		21		7		false		             7   of both the Cal Palace and San Diego, the Board's went on				false

		530						LN		21		8		false		             8   record in opposition to the gun shows.				false

		531						LN		21		9		false		             9            This is a very significant economic impact on the				false

		532						LN		21		10		false		            10   district, and I think, as you know and everyone knows, it's				false

		533						LN		21		11		false		            11   been a struggle for all DAAs for the last couple of years				false

		534						LN		21		12		false		            12   with COVID.				false

		535						LN		21		13		false		            13            And we, through our leadership on our -- on the				false

		536						LN		21		14		false		            14   Board, as well as our CEO we work very hard to, obviously,				false

		537						LN		21		15		false		            15   replace those lost revenues and to keep our ship afloat, so				false

		538						LN		21		16		false		            16   to speak.				false

		539						LN		21		17		false		            17            Obviously, the loss of the gun shows will not break				false

		540						LN		21		18		false		            18   the bank, so to speak, but it does provide an immediate				false

		541						LN		21		19		false		            19   significant challenge, as Director Ruiz said, to our staff				false

		542						LN		21		20		false		            20   and the Board to replace those lost revenues if they came				false

		543						LN		21		21		false		            21   from events that were legal and well-monitored within the				false

		544						LN		21		22		false		            22   district.				false

		545						LN		21		23		false		            23            So any information you could at some point in time				false

		546						LN		21		24		false		            24   provide to the district as to what happened in the making of				false

		547						LN		21		25		false		            25   the legislation that went from everyone to only us would be				false

		548						PG		22		0		false		page 22				false

		549						LN		22		1		false		             1   much appreciated.				false

		550						LN		22		2		false		             2            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Yes.  This is Newton, by the way, as				false

		551						LN		22		3		false		             3   well.				false

		552						LN		22		4		false		             4            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Oh, hi, Newton.  Go ahead.				false

		553						LN		22		5		false		             5            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Yeah, yeah, I mean, politics aside,				false

		554						LN		22		6		false		             6   fundamentally from my standpoint, you know, we, like you				false

		555						LN		22		7		false		             7   said, it's our job to sort of govern the fairgrounds, and				false

		556						LN		22		8		false		             8   this particular thing is specifically targeting just our				false

		557						LN		22		9		false		             9   facility.				false

		558						LN		22		10		false		            10            So I think from that standpoint, you know, we do				false

		559						LN		22		11		false		            11   have, you know, a, I guess, a -- not necessarily -- you know,				false

		560						LN		22		12		false		            12   I think it's -- it's okay from a standpoint to say, "Hey,				false

		561						LN		22		13		false		            13   provide, you know, information to the governor presenting the				false

		562						LN		22		14		false		            14   economic impact that's proposed," and it's up to him to				false

		563						LN		22		15		false		            15   decide whether he would like to kind of take that into				false

		564						LN		22		16		false		            16   consideration or not.				false

		565						LN		22		17		false		            17            I think that's a relatively harmless thing from this				false

		566						LN		22		18		false		            18   letter.  You know, I think making it larger than it is and				false

		567						LN		22		19		false		            19   making it a political statement is not necessarily the case				false

		568						LN		22		20		false		            20   here.				false

		569						LN		22		21		false		            21            It's just saying, "Hey, this is a big impact				false

		570						LN		22		22		false		            22   financially to our fairgrounds.  I would like to you consider				false

		571						LN		22		23		false		            23   that before finalizing anything," and leave it up to him.				false

		572						LN		22		24		false		            24   That's kind of how I see it.				false

		573						LN		22		25		false		            25            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director Pham.				false
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		575						LN		23		1		false		             1            Director Ruiz, go ahead.				false

		576						LN		23		2		false		             2            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yeah, if you could read the letter,				false

		577						LN		23		3		false		             3   so that way everyone knows what exactly we're sending,				false

		578						LN		23		4		false		             4   because I think the message is not getting across.				false

		579						LN		23		5		false		             5            We are not sending a letter telling the governor				false

		580						LN		23		6		false		             6   that we don't agree with his -- his gun legislation.  That's				false

		581						LN		23		7		false		             7   not what we're doing.  So if you could read the letter so				false

		582						LN		23		8		false		             8   everyone knows exactly what we're sending to the governor.				false

		583						LN		23		9		false		             9            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Michelle, would you				false

		584						LN		23		10		false		            10   like to read the letter, because it's kind of small for me.				false

		585						LN		23		11		false		            11   I can't --				false

		586						LN		23		12		false		            12            SECRETARY RICHARDS:  Sure.				false

		587						LN		23		13		false		            13            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.				false

		588						LN		23		14		false		            14            SECRETARY RICHARDS:  Sure.  Let me enlarge it for				false

		589						LN		23		15		false		            15   everybody.				false

		590						LN		23		16		false		            16            Dated today, addressed to the				false

		591						LN		23		17		false		            17   Honorable Gavin Newsom, Governor of the State of California,				false

		592						LN		23		18		false		            18   regarding -- sorry -- Regarding:  SB 264, Request Veto of				false

		593						LN		23		19		false		            19   Senate Bill 264 --				false

		594						LN		23		20		false		            20            MS. SHARP:  Yeah, I'm on a Zoom call, is it				false

		595						LN		23		21		false		            21   critical?				false

		596						LN		23		22		false		            22            SECRETARY RICHARDS:  Ms. Sharp, you're				false

		597						LN		23		23		false		            23   not -- Ms. Sharp, you're not muted.  We can -- thank you.				false

		598						LN		23		24		false		            24            The 32nd District Agricultural Association Board of				false

		599						LN		23		25		false		            25   Directors opposes SB 264 and respectfully requests you veto				false
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		601						LN		24		1		false		             1   the bill.  SB 264 would prohibit all sales of firearms and				false

		602						LN		24		2		false		             2   ammunition at events held at the 32nd District Agricultural				false

		603						LN		24		3		false		             3   Association, the Orange County Fair and Event Center.				false

		604						LN		24		4		false		             4            For over 30 years -- and I think that will have to				false

		605						LN		24		5		false		             5   be amended to 25 years -- the OC Fair and Event Center has				false

		606						LN		24		6		false		             6   hosted a gun show, which resulted in approximately one				false

		607						LN		24		7		false		             7   million dollars in revenue annually.				false

		608						LN		24		8		false		             8            This event is held multiple times each year, is				false

		609						LN		24		9		false		             9   attended by 70,000 members of the community annually, and				false

		610						LN		24		10		false		            10   generates economic development opportunities for surrounding				false

		611						LN		24		11		false		            11   businesses located near the OC Fair and Event Center.				false

		612						LN		24		12		false		            12            The event promoter is a family-owned business				false

		613						LN		24		13		false		            13   providing opportunities for small business owners to generate				false

		614						LN		24		14		false		            14   an income that allows them to support their families.  This				false

		615						LN		24		15		false		            15   prohibition unfairly and exclusively impacts the OC Fair and				false

		616						LN		24		16		false		            16   Event Center.				false

		617						LN		24		17		false		            17            The 32nd DAA is governed by a gubernatorial				false

		618						LN		24		18		false		            18   appointed board of directors and requires minimal to no				false

		619						LN		24		19		false		            19   support annually from the State of California.  The OC Fair				false

		620						LN		24		20		false		            20   and Event Center generates revenues from hosting a 23-day				false

		621						LN		24		21		false		            21   annual fair, trade shows, consumer events, concerts, and				false

		622						LN		24		22		false		            22   other like events.				false

		623						LN		24		23		false		            23            The 32nd DAA Board of Directors has historically				false

		624						LN		24		24		false		            24   approved the type of events held at the OC Fair and Event				false

		625						LN		24		25		false		            25   Center in response to the needs and interests of the				false
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		627						LN		25		1		false		             1   surrounding community.				false

		628						LN		25		2		false		             2            In 2020 the Board of Directors voted 5-to-1 to allow				false

		629						LN		25		3		false		             3   gun shows to continue operating at the OC Fair and Event				false

		630						LN		25		4		false		             4   Center as long as they are legal in the State of California.				false

		631						LN		25		5		false		             5            Unfortunately, Senator Dave Min never consulted with				false

		632						LN		25		6		false		             6   the Board of the 32nd DAA to determine if other				false

		633						LN		25		7		false		             7   non-legislative options exist to address his concerns.				false

		634						LN		25		8		false		             8            We request you veto this bill so Senator Dave Min				false

		635						LN		25		9		false		             9   and the Board of Directors may discuss solutions.				false

		636						LN		25		10		false		            10            Furthermore, this prohibition will not enhance				false

		637						LN		25		11		false		            11   public safety, as current law already requires all firearm				false

		638						LN		25		12		false		            12   transactions at events hosted at fairgrounds to be subject to				false

		639						LN		25		13		false		            13   the same stringent standards as required in a dealers store.				false

		640						LN		25		14		false		            14            All firearm transactions that take place on				false

		641						LN		25		15		false		            15   fairgrounds are subject to the ten-day waiting period while				false

		642						LN		25		16		false		            16   requiring the firearm to remain in the possession of the				false

		643						LN		25		17		false		            17   transacting dealer until that period ends and the				false

		644						LN		25		18		false		            18   Department of Justice has completed the required background				false

		645						LN		25		19		false		            19   check.				false

		646						LN		25		20		false		            20            The gubernatorial appointed board of the 32nd DAA				false

		647						LN		25		21		false		            21   respectfully requests that you veto SB 264, so we can work				false

		648						LN		25		22		false		            22   with Senator Dave Min to identify solutions that will address				false

		649						LN		25		23		false		            23   his concerns.				false

		650						LN		25		24		false		            24            Currently signed by the Chair of the 32nd DAA.				false

		651						LN		25		25		false		            25            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  So open to any other Board				false

		652						PG		26		0		false		page 26				false

		653						LN		26		1		false		             1   members for questions or comments, and we do have one other				false

		654						LN		26		2		false		             2   public -- one additional public comment on this item.				false

		655						LN		26		3		false		             3            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I'd like to hear the public				false

		656						LN		26		4		false		             4   comment if we can.				false

		657						LN		26		5		false		             5            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you,				false

		658						LN		26		6		false		             6   Director Bagneris.				false

		659						LN		26		7		false		             7            Summer, can you please have the public comment.				false

		660						LN		26		8		false		             8            Thank you.  It's Monday.				false

		661						LN		26		9		false		             9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Gibran Stout, when you're ready,				false

		662						LN		26		10		false		            10   and if you're dialed in, you'll have to press star 6.				false

		663						LN		26		11		false		            11            MS. STOUT:  Hi.				false

		664						LN		26		12		false		            12            SECRETARY ANGUS:  There you are.				false

		665						LN		26		13		false		            13            MS. STOUT:  Can you hear me?				false

		666						LN		26		14		false		            14            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yeah, go right ahead.				false

		667						LN		26		15		false		            15            MS. STOUT:  Okay.  All right.  My personal feelings				false

		668						LN		26		16		false		            16   about guns in general are ambiguous, and I had to do some				false

		669						LN		26		17		false		            17   research on this topic, and I know it's hard but I think it's				false

		670						LN		26		18		false		            18   critical that we set aside our personal passions, politics,				false

		671						LN		26		19		false		            19   and feelings, and stick to the simple facts.				false

		672						LN		26		20		false		            20            So my research, as you've already pointed out, is				false

		673						LN		26		21		false		            21   that SB 264 singles out one piece of property in the entire				false

		674						LN		26		22		false		            22   state without any discussions.				false

		675						LN		26		23		false		            23            Two, the right to bear arms is still currently				false

		676						LN		26		24		false		            24   protected in our Constitution, and three, California actually				false

		677						LN		26		25		false		            25   is the state with the strictest gun laws and has the seventh				false

		678						PG		27		0		false		page 27				false

		679						LN		27		1		false		             1   lowest rate of deaths by gun violence, didn't know that, but				false

		680						LN		27		2		false		             2   thought that was interesting.				false

		681						LN		27		3		false		             3            As many directors have pointed out, the economic				false

		682						LN		27		4		false		             4   impact is huge.  Our country, say, our entire world continues				false

		683						LN		27		5		false		             5   to suffer great and social economic loss due to COVID-19.  I				false

		684						LN		27		6		false		             6   truly believe that every single business is essential to				false

		685						LN		27		7		false		             7   somebody, to some person or some family.				false

		686						LN		27		8		false		             8            So I think it's wrong to let our personal feelings				false

		687						LN		27		9		false		             9   restrain the legal rights of others.  I think it's bad				false

		688						LN		27		10		false		            10   business to turn away income and deny local businesses the				false

		689						LN		27		11		false		            11   opportunity to recover financially by conducting their				false

		690						LN		27		12		false		            12   business legally on state-owned property.				false

		691						LN		27		13		false		            13            Instead of denying the proposed contracts, I fully				false

		692						LN		27		14		false		            14   support amending them to specifically prohibit sales, which				false

		693						LN		27		15		false		            15   contribute to ghost guns which the vender has already agreed				false

		694						LN		27		16		false		            16   to do, so problem solved it would seem to me.				false

		695						LN		27		17		false		            17            I think that it is better to help stimulate legal				false

		696						LN		27		18		false		            18   businesses and economic recovery.  I think that the Board of				false

		697						LN		27		19		false		            19   Directors has done a great job guiding this district, and I				false

		698						LN		27		20		false		            20   think you should continue to do so without interference from				false

		699						LN		27		21		false		            21   legislators four hundred miles away.				false

		700						LN		27		22		false		            22            I think it's also telling that this legislation was				false

		701						LN		27		23		false		            23   proposed without any discussion with you.  So clearly you are				false

		702						LN		27		24		false		            24   perfectly capable steering this ship successfully as you have				false

		703						LN		27		25		false		            25   done.				false
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		705						LN		28		1		false		             1            I would recommend no on SB 264, yes on economic				false

		706						LN		28		2		false		             2   recovery, and yes on these contracts with the ghost gun				false

		707						LN		28		3		false		             3   provision.				false

		708						LN		28		4		false		             4            So carry on, I think you guys are doing a great job,				false

		709						LN		28		5		false		             5   and I think that we set aside passions and politics and we				false

		710						LN		28		6		false		             6   just go -- you follow the law and right now they're legal and				false

		711						LN		28		7		false		             7   if we can do it in a legal and safe way, I support that.				false

		712						LN		28		8		false		             8            So thank you.				false

		713						LN		28		9		false		             9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Gibran.				false

		714						LN		28		10		false		            10            We have one more public commenter.  Piper Benom,				false

		715						LN		28		11		false		            11   when you're ready.				false

		716						LN		28		12		false		            12            MS. BENOM:  Hi, good morning, Directors.  I just				false

		717						LN		28		13		false		            13   wanted to say -- remind you all that the state legislator has				false

		718						LN		28		14		false		            14   voted to end gun shows at the OC Fairground, and it wasn't				false

		719						LN		28		15		false		            15   even close.				false

		720						LN		28		16		false		            16            The governor has expressed his support for the bill				false

		721						LN		28		17		false		            17   when it was a statewide ban, and I think we can safely assume				false

		722						LN		28		18		false		            18   he will continue to support it when it's just Orange County.				false

		723						LN		28		19		false		            19            The bill was narrowed to Orange County because				false

		724						LN		28		20		false		            20   it's -- because it's a local control issue, and that's my				false

		725						LN		28		21		false		            21   understanding of why it was narrowed.				false

		726						LN		28		22		false		            22            And I think that we should -- the Board should				false

		727						LN		28		23		false		            23   recognize that this is the law that is happening and since				false

		728						LN		28		24		false		            24   the Governor has already expressed support for it, I don't				false

		729						LN		28		25		false		            25   think it's -- I don't think it's valid for the Board to go				false
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		731						LN		29		1		false		             1   against what the -- the constituents that elected Senator Min				false

		732						LN		29		2		false		             2   in his district and your district have elected him based				false

		733						LN		29		3		false		             3   largely on this issue, and the constituents that live in				false

		734						LN		29		4		false		             4   where the fairground is don't want gun shows there anymore.				false

		735						LN		29		5		false		             5            We have spoken many times about it and Senator Min				false

		736						LN		29		6		false		             6   now as our elected representative has put this bill through,				false

		737						LN		29		7		false		             7   his first bill, I believe, and the voters put him in for that				false

		738						LN		29		8		false		             8   reason, and I think the Board -- it would behoove the Board				false

		739						LN		29		9		false		             9   to go with what the constituents, the -- your representative,				false

		740						LN		29		10		false		            10   and the governor's office has expressed in this case.				false

		741						LN		29		11		false		            11            Thank you.				false

		742						LN		29		12		false		            12            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.				false

		743						LN		29		13		false		            13            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you to our public				false

		744						LN		29		14		false		            14   commenters.				false

		745						LN		29		15		false		            15            Any additional comments, Summer?				false

		746						LN		29		16		false		            16            SECRETARY ANGUS:  No, not at this time.				false

		747						LN		29		17		false		            17            Oh, I'm sorry.  One more.  Julia Demlow, when you're				false

		748						LN		29		18		false		            18   ready.				false

		749						LN		29		19		false		            19            MS. DEMLOW:  Great.  Can you hear me?				false

		750						LN		29		20		false		            20            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, go ahead.				false

		751						LN		29		21		false		            21            MS. DEMLOW:  Okay.  Thank you, Summer.				false

		752						LN		29		22		false		            22            I would just like to make a couple comments to the				false

		753						LN		29		23		false		            23   Board in regards to some statements made.  The first one, I				false

		754						LN		29		24		false		            24   would just like on the record that we and other people have				false

		755						LN		29		25		false		            25   been trying to work with the Board for the past two years in				false
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		757						LN		30		1		false		             1   either excluding gun shows on the fairgrounds and not				false

		758						LN		30		2		false		             2   renewing contracts and actually touring with the Board				false

		759						LN		30		3		false		             3   members and Mr. Templeton at gun shows to voice our concerns.				false

		760						LN		30		4		false		             4            So many times when the contract comes up for				false

		761						LN		30		5		false		             5   renewal, we have voiced our concerns in hopes that the Board				false

		762						LN		30		6		false		             6   of the fairgrounds would take action and disallow gun shows				false

		763						LN		30		7		false		             7   on the OC Fairgrounds property.				false

		764						LN		30		8		false		             8            To then -- to that point, no action was taken.  The				false

		765						LN		30		9		false		             9   gun shows did continue, and therefore, we supported and our				false
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		1007						LN		39		17		false		            17            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yeah, I think my concern -- you				false

		1008						LN		39		18		false		            18   know, and I think we can change it if the majority of the				false

		1009						LN		39		19		false		            19   Board decides to send this letter that we just have something				false

		1010						LN		39		20		false		            20   that says, "The majority of the 32nd DAA Board of Directors				false

		1011						LN		39		21		false		            21   with Director Aitken" -- and if anybody else wants to join				false
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		1013						LN		39		23		false		            23            I just want that in there, and, I think, we -- I				false
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		1030						LN		40		14		false		            14   maybe, in my opinion, language that's a bit too strong				false

		1031						LN		40		15		false		            15   addressing Senator -- State Senator Dave Min.				false

		1032						LN		40		16		false		            16            He did come to the gun show.  He did come -- I				false

		1033						LN		40		17		false		            17   believe he has made public comment and has addressed our				false

		1034						LN		40		18		false		            18   Board before, so I don't know if it's entirely fair to stay				false
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		1045						LN		41		3		false		             3            And if the Board wants to do this, I think to				false

		1046						LN		41		4		false		             4   Director La Bell's point, I think we should just stick to the				false

		1047						LN		41		5		false		             5   facts that we can prove, and then just make the				false

		1048						LN		41		6		false		             6   caveat carve-out that I'm not going to be signing onto this				false

		1049						LN		41		7		false		             7   letter in whatever language that you see fit.				false

		1050						LN		41		8		false		             8            Those would be my overall general comments.				false

		1051						LN		41		9		false		             9            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  So, Madam Chair -- so				false

		1052						LN		41		10		false		            10   Director Aitken, I heard what you just said, and I'm pretty				false

		1053						LN		41		11		false		            11   much on the same wavelength, but I did like the fact that we				false

		1054						LN		41		12		false		            12   would tailor this letter just to be the -- to stick to the				false

		1055						LN		41		13		false		            13   economic concern of not having the gun show and leave a lot				false
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		1057						LN		41		15		false		            15            But it sounds to me that you would not be in favor				false

		1058						LN		41		16		false		            16   of the letter even if we do that, and that's the thing that				false
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		1062						LN		41		20		false		            20   trying to do something that may not pass or pass.  I'm just				false

		1063						LN		41		21		false		            21   concerned that there are too many concerns right now for this				false

		1064						LN		41		22		false		            22   letter and the whole process that we're trying to take on				false

		1065						LN		41		23		false		            23   this, that maybe we just need to move on, and if the governor				false

		1066						LN		41		24		false		            24   signs, it will be law, and we won't have a choice in it				false

		1067						LN		41		25		false		            25   anyway.				false
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		1070						LN		42		2		false		             2   good point, and I would recommend we go ahead and take a vote				false
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		1072						LN		42		4		false		             4   Board.				false
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		1077						LN		42		9		false		             9            If there's ever opportunity for the State to provide				false

		1078						LN		42		10		false		            10   us with some sort of fiscal support, having this on the				false

		1079						LN		42		11		false		            11   record is instrumental.  I think that Director Aitken, you				false

		1080						LN		42		12		false		            12   know, made a good point about that last statement about the				false
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		1082						LN		42		14		false		            14            But I actually am opposed to removing -- with				false

		1083						LN		42		15		false		            15   confirmation, we can definetly confirm number of attendees,				false

		1084						LN		42		16		false		            16   but I don't think that we should take out the statement about				false

		1085						LN		42		17		false		            17   the surrounding businesses because we are an economic				false
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		1087						LN		42		19		false		            19   surrounding area that benefit, and I don't think that hurts				false
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		1096						LN		43		2		false		             2   Min never came to our Board meeting and addressed the Board.				false

		1097						LN		43		3		false		             3   He -- I believe, he -- there was a group called Waive, which				false
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		1100						LN		43		6		false		             6            Senator Dave Min was invited to visit the gun show				false

		1101						LN		43		7		false		             7   and he did, but we never had any discussions with him prior				false

		1102						LN		43		8		false		             8   to that.  He just decided to push -- bulldoze this through				false

		1103						LN		43		9		false		             9   and basically take it out of our governing decision-making.				false
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		1108						LN		43		14		false		            14   purely economic development, and we are the governing body.				false

		1109						LN		43		15		false		            15   We have a fiduciary duty as appointees of the governor to at				false
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		1113						LN		43		19		false		            19   Director Ruiz.  I just wanted to make a comment.  I				false

		1114						LN		43		20		false		            20   wholeheartedly agree with what you said.				false

		1115						LN		43		21		false		            21            I would like to see Senator Min's name left on there				false

		1116						LN		43		22		false		            22   because, you're right, he didn't come.  He spoke at a				false
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		1121						LN		44		1		false		             1   my district with 32nd DAA, how can we work together?"				false

		1122						LN		44		2		false		             2            To me that's reaching out and trying to come up with				false

		1123						LN		44		3		false		             3   a solution.  Getting up to the microphone and speaking your				false

		1124						LN		44		4		false		             4   opinion is not a solution in my opinion.  So I would request				false
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		1236						LN		48		12		false		            12   already been stricken in red on the screen share, language				false

		1237						LN		48		13		false		            13   like that, which goes more outside of the corners of the				false

		1238						LN		48		14		false		            14   financial impacts of this bill.				false

		1239						LN		48		15		false		            15            But yeah, I won't be able to do that between now and				false

		1240						LN		48		16		false		            16   11:00, it's a very short letter.				false

		1241						LN		48		17		false		            17            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  And then, Josh, I would just				false

		1242						LN		48		18		false		            18   respectfully request that in the -- sorry, this is				false

		1243						LN		48		19		false		            19   Director Aitken -- that we put, maybe, when it says, "In 2020				false

		1244						LN		48		20		false		            20   the Board of Directors voted 5 to 1," just saying, "with				false

		1245						LN		48		21		false		            21   Director Aitken dissenting," and then at the bottom, just				false

		1246						LN		48		22		false		            22   say, "The majority of the gubernatorial appointed board of				false

		1247						LN		48		23		false		            23   the 32nd DAA writes to inform you."				false

		1248						LN		48		24		false		            24            MR. CAPLAN:  I don't have any legal objection to				false

		1249						LN		48		25		false		            25   those changes.				false

		1250						PG		49		0		false		page 49				false

		1251						LN		49		1		false		             1            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Just looking at the letter, it looks				false

		1252						LN		49		2		false		             2   like a lot's going to be stricken.  You know, there's request				false

		1253						LN		49		3		false		             3   to veto in the third paragraph, which, you know, kind of puts				false

		1254						LN		49		4		false		             4   a position on, whatnot, you know, the Board.				false

		1255						LN		49		5		false		             5            But, yeah, I mean, I think deciding this quickly on				false

		1256						LN		49		6		false		             6   a new letter and then circling back in a half an hour, even				false

		1257						LN		49		7		false		             7   an hour is going to be challenging from what I'm hearing, so.				false

		1258						LN		49		8		false		             8            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  So then hearing the				false

		1259						LN		49		9		false		             9   concerns, can we at least vote that we will send a letter, we				false

		1260						LN		49		10		false		            10   will then circulate the letter to the Board for review and				false

		1261						LN		49		11		false		            11   approval at the 23rd meeting?				false

		1262						LN		49		12		false		            12            What I'm trying to avoid is wasting time on the 23rd				false

		1263						LN		49		13		false		            13   deciding whether or not we're sending a letter.  We can send				false

		1264						LN		49		14		false		            14   a letter to the Board to review and make any suggested edits				false

		1265						LN		49		15		false		            15   to Michelle Richards, and then we can go ahead and send it				false

		1266						LN		49		16		false		            16   off by the 23rd.				false

		1267						LN		49		17		false		            17            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I'm somewhat concerned --				false

		1268						LN		49		18		false		            18   Director Bagneris -- that we're doing this so quickly and in				false

		1269						LN		49		19		false		            19   haste and that maybe this -- even though this discussion has				false

		1270						LN		49		20		false		            20   been good, I'm glad that we are having this discussion, but				false

		1271						LN		49		21		false		            21   maybe we are in haste trying to get this letter out and maybe				false

		1272						LN		49		22		false		            22   it's not a good idea after all.				false

		1273						LN		49		23		false		            23            I think I hear three dissenting votes to sending a				false

		1274						LN		49		24		false		            24   letter, I don't know if that's enough to pass with who is on				false

		1275						LN		49		25		false		            25   the call right now, but I think, maybe, let's -- I think				false

		1276						PG		50		0		false		page 50				false

		1277						LN		50		1		false		             1   Sandra is trying to say something, I'm not sure if she's not				false

		1278						LN		50		2		false		             2   being able to get off mute.				false

		1279						LN		50		3		false		             3            But if we do take this vote and we vote it down,				false

		1280						LN		50		4		false		             4   we're done.  If it votes up, then, yes, maybe the 23rd is a				false

		1281						LN		50		5		false		             5   better time, but the governor could have signed it at that				false

		1282						LN		50		6		false		             6   point.				false

		1283						LN		50		7		false		             7            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Well, from my perspective,				false

		1284						LN		50		8		false		             8   whether the Governor signs it or not, we have the				false

		1285						LN		50		9		false		             9   ability -- or we have the responsibility to advise him of the				false

		1286						LN		50		10		false		            10   economic impacts of this bill on the district.  That's all I				false

		1287						LN		50		11		false		            11   want to do.				false

		1288						LN		50		12		false		            12            DIRECTOR PHAM.  Agreed.				false

		1289						LN		50		13		false		            13            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I don't want to get into the				false

		1290						LN		50		14		false		            14   politics of it either way, for or against, but, you know,				false

		1291						LN		50		15		false		            15   maybe at some point in time, we can't replace that million				false

		1292						LN		50		16		false		            16   dollars, and we may find ourselves in a situation where we're				false

		1293						LN		50		17		false		            17   going to go hat-in-hand and ask for funding to offset the				false

		1294						LN		50		18		false		            18   lost revenues.				false

		1295						LN		50		19		false		            19            That's all I'm -- I'm prepared to include in the				false

		1296						LN		50		20		false		            20   letter, and I don't think we -- we all -- I want to see the				false

		1297						LN		50		21		false		            21   letter in it's final form before I decide whether I'm for or				false

		1298						LN		50		22		false		            22   against it, so that's all I'm saying.				false

		1299						LN		50		23		false		            23            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Doug, so with all of those				false

		1300						LN		50		24		false		            24   comments that you just said, are you recommending that we				false

		1301						LN		50		25		false		            25   vote to send a letter but wait to discuss the content at the				false

		1302						PG		51		0		false		page 51				false

		1303						LN		51		1		false		             1   23rd meeting?				false

		1304						LN		51		2		false		             2            I just need to get some clarification so that we can				false

		1305						LN		51		3		false		             3   move on.				false

		1306						LN		51		4		false		             4            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Why can't we just vote to send it				false

		1307						LN		51		5		false		             5   after we see the content on the 23rd meeting?				false

		1308						LN		51		6		false		             6            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  We can do that so.				false

		1309						LN		51		7		false		             7            So we'll go ahead, at this time we'll table this				false

		1310						LN		51		8		false		             8   item.  We will send a copy of the revised letter to the				false

		1311						LN		51		9		false		             9   Board.  Please be prepared to discuss and vote on whether or				false

		1312						LN		51		10		false		            10   not we're going to send a letter on the 23rd.				false

		1313						LN		51		11		false		            11            So with that said, moving onto agenda -- the next				false

		1314						LN		51		12		false		            12   agenda item, which I think may be the same situation.  I				false

		1315						LN		51		13		false		            13   don't want -- I'm respectful of Board members' time, I know				false

		1316						LN		51		14		false		            14   everybody has things to do today.				false

		1317						LN		51		15		false		            15            So I'll go ahead and turn it over for discussion on				false

		1318						LN		51		16		false		            16   this item, we can either table that to the 23rd as well, or				false

		1319						LN		51		17		false		            17   we can go ahead and discuss this -- and this is actually a				false

		1320						LN		51		18		false		            18   recommendation from staff, so.				false

		1321						LN		51		19		false		            19            MR. CAPLAN:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, just a quick				false

		1322						LN		51		20		false		            20   point, when the -- when there is an updated draft of the				false

		1323						LN		51		21		false		            21   letter, because it will be circulated to the full				false

		1324						LN		51		22		false		            22   board -- maybe, this is more for Michelle and her				false

		1325						LN		51		23		false		            23   team -- just to make sure that that updated letter finds its				false

		1326						LN		51		24		false		            24   way to the website as part of the public material so the				false

		1327						LN		51		25		false		            25   members of the public can review the draft as well going into				false

		1328						PG		52		0		false		page 52				false

		1329						LN		52		1		false		             1   the next Board meeting.				false

		1330						LN		52		2		false		             2            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Absolutely, and we'll be				false

		1331						LN		52		3		false		             3   posting soon, so we will get that circulated today and give				false

		1332						LN		52		4		false		             4   Board members enough time to review and comment, and just for				false

		1333						LN		52		5		false		             5   Bagley Keene purposes, the comments will go directly to				false

		1334						LN		52		6		false		             6   Michelle Richards, the letter will go out to the Board as a				false

		1335						LN		52		7		false		             7   one-way communication.				false

		1336						LN		52		8		false		             8            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  So let me just ask this question				false

		1337						LN		52		9		false		             9   because there is a motion on the floor, it was seconded:  Do				false

		1338						LN		52		10		false		            10   we have to move to table it officially?				false

		1339						LN		52		11		false		            11            I think we do for the record because it was a				false

		1340						LN		52		12		false		            12   motion, and it was seconded.				false

		1341						LN		52		13		false		            13            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes, that is correct.  Before we				false

		1342						LN		52		14		false		            14   moved on, I was going to bring up the point that there was a				false

		1343						LN		52		15		false		            15   motion on the floor and there was a second, and we never				false

		1344						LN		52		16		false		            16   voted on it.				false

		1345						LN		52		17		false		            17            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Right.				false

		1346						LN		52		18		false		            18            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Why don't you go ahead and				false

		1347						LN		52		19		false		            19   make a motion to table it, Robert?				false

		1348						LN		52		20		false		            20            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  I'm good with that.				false

		1349						LN		52		21		false		            21            I'll reamend my motion, and we'll table this item				false

		1350						LN		52		22		false		            22   for our next public meeting until everyone gets a copy of				false

		1351						LN		52		23		false		            23   whatever the letter is going to look like at that time.				false

		1352						LN		52		24		false		            24            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I'm not sure who seconded, but				false

		1353						LN		52		25		false		            25   this is Director Bagneris for a second motion to table.				false

		1354						PG		53		0		false		page 53				false

		1355						LN		53		1		false		             1            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Great.  Thank you.				false

		1356						LN		53		2		false		             2            And then, Josh, if you could do me a favor -- I				false

		1357						LN		53		3		false		             3   think what we will do is table the second item as well unless				false

		1358						LN		53		4		false		             4   any other Board members have objection, but if you could do				false

		1359						LN		53		5		false		             5   some research on Dave Min's letter where he threatens legal				false

		1360						LN		53		6		false		             6   action against any Board members who might vote on this item.				false

		1361						LN		53		7		false		             7            If it is not actual law until the the governor signs				false

		1362						LN		53		8		false		             8   it, is there any weight to his threat, which I actually take				false

		1363						LN		53		9		false		             9   personal because he addressed the letter directly to me.				false

		1364						LN		53		10		false		            10            So if you could do that and be prepared to guide the				false

		1365						LN		53		11		false		            11   Board either before the 23rd or on the 23rd, that would be				false

		1366						LN		53		12		false		            12   wonderful.				false

		1367						LN		53		13		false		            13            SECRETARY RICHARDS:  And Chair Rubalcava-Garcia,				false

		1368						LN		53		14		false		            14   there is a motion on the floor, so we need to get the vote.				false

		1369						LN		53		15		false		            15            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes, and, Summer				false

		1370						LN		53		16		false		            16   is -- Summer is going to go ahead --				false

		1371						LN		53		17		false		            17            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I have a question.				false

		1372						LN		53		18		false		            18            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  So we have a first and a				false

		1373						LN		53		19		false		            19   second to table this item until the next meeting, which is on				false

		1374						LN		53		20		false		            20   the 23rd.				false

		1375						LN		53		21		false		            21            Summer, can you please take roll call?				false

		1376						LN		53		22		false		            22            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?				false

		1377						LN		53		23		false		            23            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.				false

		1378						LN		53		24		false		            24            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?				false

		1379						LN		53		25		false		            25            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.				false
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		1381						LN		54		1		false		             1            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?				false

		1382						LN		54		2		false		             2            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.				false

		1383						LN		54		3		false		             3            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?				false

		1384						LN		54		4		false		             4            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.				false

		1385						LN		54		5		false		             5            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Bagneris?				false

		1386						LN		54		6		false		             6            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.				false

		1387						LN		54		7		false		             7            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Aitken?				false

		1388						LN		54		8		false		             8            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.				false

		1389						LN		54		9		false		             9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Director Pham?				false

		1390						LN		54		10		false		            10            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Yes.				false

		1391						LN		54		11		false		            11            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.				false

		1392						LN		54		12		false		            12            So I'm going to go ahead, and we'll move on from				false

		1393						LN		54		13		false		            13   this item, but I just want to remind Board members we are				false

		1394						LN		54		14		false		            14   appointed by the governor to govern this property.				false

		1395						LN		54		15		false		            15            This is not a political thing.  We are -- regardless				false

		1396						LN		54		16		false		            16   of what office we might be running for or things that are				false

		1397						LN		54		17		false		            17   going on, we need to make sure that we're representing the				false

		1398						LN		54		18		false		            18   fairgrounds and its economic viability.				false

		1399						LN		54		19		false		            19            So please keep that in mind as we are preparing to				false

		1400						LN		54		20		false		            20   review the letter and send the letter to the governor.  We				false

		1401						LN		54		21		false		            21   are supposed to be voting as one body, so regardless of				false

		1402						LN		54		22		false		            22   whether something passes or nothing, it's something that the				false

		1403						LN		54		23		false		            23   Board as a whole adopts.				false

		1404						LN		54		24		false		            24            So please keep that in mind as we move to the 23rd				false

		1405						LN		54		25		false		            25   and reflect on the letter and discuss next steps.				false
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		1407						LN		55		1		false		             1            So with that said, I'm going to go ahead -- do we				false

		1408						LN		55		2		false		             2   need a motion to table the second item, Josh?				false

		1409						LN		55		3		false		             3            MR. CAPLAN:  Yes.				false

		1410						LN		55		4		false		             4            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, I'm				false

		1411						LN		55		5		false		             5   good with tabling it, and would so move to do that.  But do				false

		1412						LN		55		6		false		             6   we have any public comments on the second item that we				false

		1413						LN		55		7		false		             7   might -- might be helpful to hear now and help us in our				false

		1414						LN		55		8		false		             8   deliberation later?				false

		1415						LN		55		9		false		             9            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Actually, Doug, I would				false

		1416						LN		55		10		false		            10   like to wait to have public comment on that item until the				false

		1417						LN		55		11		false		            11   23rd.				false

		1418						LN		55		12		false		            12            I would like Josh to come back to the Board, and I				false

		1419						LN		55		13		false		            13   also know that we have some Board members who probably have				false

		1420						LN		55		14		false		            14   to leave the call because they have to get back to their				false

		1421						LN		55		15		false		            15   work.				false

		1422						LN		55		16		false		            16            So I would prefer to table that until the 23rd.				false

		1423						LN		55		17		false		            17            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I'm okay with that.				false

		1424						LN		55		18		false		            18            So I move to table it until the 23rd.				false

		1425						LN		55		19		false		            19            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.  So can I get a				false

		1426						LN		55		20		false		            20   second?				false

		1427						LN		55		21		false		            21            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Director Bagneris, I'll				false

		1428						LN		55		22		false		            22   second it.				false

		1429						LN		55		23		false		            23            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, can you take roll				false

		1430						LN		55		24		false		            24   call?				false
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		1435						LN		56		3		false		             3            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.				false

		1436						LN		56		4		false		             4            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?				false

		1437						LN		56		5		false		             5            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.				false
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		1447						LN		56		15		false		            15            If all board members are okay with us skipping				false

		1448						LN		56		16		false		            16   Board of Director's Matter of Information, we're going to go				false

		1449						LN		56		17		false		            17   ahead and do that.				false

		1450						LN		56		18		false		            18            The next publicly noticed Board meeting is on				false

		1451						LN		56		19		false		            19   September 23rd, and at this time this meeting is adjourned.				false
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             1                             ATTENDEES



             2   Board of Directors:



             3   Natalie Rubalcava-Garcia, Board Chair



             4   Doug La Belle, Vice Chair



             5   Sandra Cervantes, Member



             6   Robert Ruiz, Member



             7   Barbara Bagneris, Member



             8   Ashleigh Aitken, Member



             9   Newton Pham, Member



            10   Nick Kovacevich, Member



            11   



            12   Michele Richards, Secretary-Treasurer



            13   Josh Caplan, Attorney General



            14   



            15   Public Speakers:



            16   Ash Alvandi, Senator Mins Office



            17   Bob Templeton, Crossroads of the West Gun Shows



            18   Charles Blek



            19   Gibran Stout



            20   Piper Benom



            21   Julia Demlow
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             1              32nd District Agricultural Association 



             2                     OCFEC Board of Directors



             3   



             4                    Monday, September 13, 2021



             5                              9:00AM



             6   



             7            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  All right.  It's 9:00 a.m.  



             8   I'd like to call this meeting to order.  



             9            All matters noticed on the agenda in any category 



            10   may be considered for action as listed.  Any item not so 



            11   noticed may not be considered.  Items listed on this agenda 



            12   may be considered in any order at the discretion of the 



            13   chairperson.  



            14            The mission of the Orange County Fair and Event 



            15   Center is to celebrate -- is celebration of Orange County's 



            16   communities, interests, agriculture, and heritage with 



            17   results justifying resources expended.  



            18            At this time I would like to ask Director Aitken to 



            19   lead us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  



            20            (Pledge of Allegiance conducted.)



            21            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Thank you very much.  



            22            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director Aitken.  



            23            Summer, can you please take roll call?



            24            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  



            25            Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?
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             1            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Present.  



             2            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?  



             3            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Here.  



             4            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?  



             5            Director Ruiz?  



             6            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Present.  



             7            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Bagneris?  



             8            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Here.  



             9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Aitken?  



            10            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Here.  



            11            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Pham?  



            12            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Here.  



            13            SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Director Kovacevich?  



            14            Thank you.  



            15            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Summer.  



            16            Moving onto Agenda Item No. 5:  Matter of Public 



            17   Comment.  Public comment is allowed on issues not on the 



            18   current agenda.  



            19            However, no debate by the Board shall be permitted 



            20   on such public comments and no action will be taken on such 



            21   public comment items at this time, as law requires formal 



            22   public notice prior to any action on a docket item.  



            23            Speakers are requested to sign-in prior to the start 



            24   of the meeting and are limited to three minutes.  Comments 



            25   will be accepted on agenda items during the meeting.  
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             1            Speakers wishing to address the Board on items on 



             2   the agenda are requested to sign-in prior to the start of the 



             3   meeting and identify the agenda items on which you desire to 



             4   address the Board.  



             5            Speakers are limited to three minutes.  Summer will 



             6   be gathering public comments, so if you wish to address the 



             7   Board, please let Summer know.  



             8            Summer, do we have any public comment?  



             9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  As of right now, I don't have any 



            10   for general public comment for Item 5.  However, we do have a 



            11   few people that are dialed-in.  



            12            So this is just an announcement for anyone 



            13   dialed-in, you'll have to press star 6 to unmute and mute 



            14   yourself.  



            15            If you're dialed-in and would like to make public 



            16   comment on -- for general public comment items not on the the 



            17   agenda, please state your name now.  



            18            Hearing none, Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, I turn it over 



            19   to you.



            20            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.  Thank you, 



            21   Summer.  



            22            So I'm going to go ahead and go over to                



            23   Agenda Item 6, which is the Governance Process Agenda 6A, is 



            24   to discuss and vote on communicating to the Governor's office 



            25   regarding amendments to SB 264, which would ban gun shows 
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             1   solely at the Orange County Fair and Event Center.  



             2            I believe everybody received the item that I -- or 



             3   the staff report.  That was also in the packet.  



             4            Does anybody have any questions regarding          



             5   that -- any Board members?  



             6            Okay.  So I would just like to mention, the reason 



             7   we are -- that I'm recommending that we send a letter to the 



             8   Governor regarding SB 264.  



             9            The fact of the matter is that SB 264 originally 



            10   started out as something that would ban gun shows from all 



            11   State properties.  It had been further amended to only 



            12   exclude gun shows at the Orange County Fair and Event Center.  



            13            As you all know, as a Board, we have approved these 



            14   gun shows in the past.  The issue that I think is most 



            15   important is the economic impact it would have to the    



            16   Orange County Fair and Event Center.  



            17            We are a fairgrounds that develops or generates 



            18   revenue and are pretty self-sustaining.  So it would create a 



            19   gap in the budget, and I do think that it is the Board's 



            20   duty, as the governing body who was appointed by the governor 



            21   to send a respectful letter just letting him know the 



            22   economic impact so that we can have it on the record.  



            23            And this is information that would be useful to the 



            24   governor as he is deciding whether or not to sign or veto the 



            25   letter -- or the bill.  
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             1            I'm going to go ahead and turn it over to the rest 



             2   of the Board members for discussion, and I think Michelle is 



             3   going to share a draft of the letter that we can review, 



             4   discuss, and make changes to.  



             5            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, do we 



             6   have any public comments on this item that we could consider 



             7   before we discuss the matter?  



             8            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Sounds good, Doug.  



             9            Summer, how much public comment do we currently 



            10   have?  



            11            SECRETARY ANGUS:  I currently have three for 6A.  



            12            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Perfect.  Let's go 



            13   ahead and take them.



            14            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  We'll have Senator Dave Min 



            15   followed by Bob Templeton, then Charles Blek.  



            16            Senator Min, when you're ready, please go ahead and 



            17   make your comment.  



            18            MR. ALVANDI:  Hello.  Unfortunately, Senator Min 



            19   regrets he cannot personally call into this, but he has deep 



            20   concerns about Agenda Items 6 and 6B and I would love to 



            21   provide a comment on his behalf.  



            22            This is Ash Alvandi, I'm his District Director.  



            23            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Please, go ahead, Ash.  



            24            MR. ALVANDI:  Thank you.  



            25            With respect to Issue 6A, as the Board and staff 
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             1   have repeatedly represented to me and my staff, the Board's 



             2   job is not to respond to political concerns or to act as a 



             3   political body, but rather to act simply as a fiscal steward 



             4   of the 32nd Agricultural Association.  



             5            This is why Senate Bill 264 was necessary in the 



             6   first place, because the Board correctly noted that they 



             7   could not make a political decision here.  



             8            For the Board to weigh-in with Governor Newsom, 



             9   would be directly contrary to its past statements, as well as 



            10   the clear guidelines for the Board's governance.  



            11            In fact, the 2008 Board handbook issued by the 



            12   California Department of Food and Agriculture specifically 



            13   notes that the Boards are prohibited from taking political 



            14   positions on outstanding legislation.  



            15            Finally, it is worth noting that the merits of the 



            16   Board's complaint have already been well-settled.  



            17            The core of the complaint is that the             



            18   32d District Agricultural Association is being singled-out, 



            19   such legislation targeting a specific fairground has clear 



            20   and recent precedent, including at fairgrounds in Del Mar and 



            21   the Cal Palace.  



            22            With respect to Issue 6B, where the Board is 



            23   considering pre approving a contract with the          



            24   Crossroads of the West Gun Show, it is worth noting that the 



            25   exception we crafted for the contracts entered into before 
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             1   January 1st, 2002 -- 22 was meant to be a narrow exception 



             2   applying to contracts negotiated and entered into prior to 



             3   the time of this legislation.  



             4            What the Board would be doing if it pre approved a 



             5   long-term contract at a special meeting called immediately 



             6   after SB 264 passed out of the state legislature would appear 



             7   to be clearly a bad-faith contract intended to evade and 



             8   thwart the purpose of this legislation.  



             9            As such, I believe that any such contract that were 



            10   to be pre approved at this time and in this matter could be 



            11   voided for being contrary to public policy.  



            12            Let me be clear.  If the Board does engage in such 



            13   action, I will explore all options to invalidate all 



            14   contracts that it approves in this manner, including through 



            15   litigation or through new legislation.  



            16            Moreover, me and my advisors believe that if the 



            17   Board is found to have entered into these contracts in bad 



            18   faith that members of the Board who voted for such a measure 



            19   may potentially be held personally liable.  



            20            Thank you.



            21            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  



            22            Bob Templeton, when you're ready.  



            23            Bob, you may have to unmute yourself.  



            24            MR. TEMPLETON:  Can you hear me now?  



            25            SECRETARY ANGUS:  There you go.  Go right ahead.  
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             1            MR. TEMPLETON:  I have not prepared a formal 



             2   statement as Senator Min has because I wanted to be available 



             3   to answer any questions and address any concerns that the 



             4   Board members have.  



             5            But the primary concern, as expressed by the     



             6   Brady Organization and many groups who are concerned about 



             7   activities at the gun shows at the Orange County Fairgrounds 



             8   seem to focus and center around the so-called ghost guns or 



             9   the unnumbered -- unserialized versions of frames and 



            10   actions, which can be legally sold in California, and I 



            11   thought we'd address that issue separately.  



            12            But it's important to know that we have a 25, I 



            13   think, now 26-year-history with the Orange County Fairgrounds 



            14   and Exposition Center and doing our gun shows there and there 



            15   haven't been any serious law enforcement issues or to the 



            16   best of my knowledge any firearms ever traced to the gun show 



            17   that were used in any crimes.  



            18            The gun show itself serves the sporting community, 



            19   the collecting community, the gunsmith community of Orange 



            20   County and surrounding areas, supporting their hobby or their 



            21   businesses.  



            22            Our hope is that we can continue to do the shows as 



            23   we have in the 25 years past.  We will be willing to address 



            24   those concerns expressed with regard to the sale of the 



            25   unserialized action parts, as part of any agreement that we 
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             1   might be able to come to in continuing to operate the shows.  



             2            Do any of you have any questions that I might be 



             3   able to answer for you with regards to the shows themselves 



             4   or to anything else?  



             5            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Bob, if you don't mind, if 



             6   we can finish with public comment, and then if we can -- if 



             7   the Board does have questions once we review the letter and 



             8   the next agenda item, would you mind answering any of those 



             9   questions after?  



            10            MR. TEMPLETON:  Sure.  That would be just fine.



            11            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.  



            12            Thank you.  



            13            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Okay.  Thank you, Bob.  



            14            Charles Blek, when you're ready.  



            15            Charles, same thing, you'll have to unmute yourself.  



            16            MR. BLEK:  Hi, am I on now?  



            17            SECRETARY ANGUS:  You're on now.  Go right ahead.  



            18            MR. BLEK:  Thank you very much.  I'm a retired 



            19   attorney, I'm past president of Brady Orange County and 



            20   currently an active Board member.  



            21            It was my privilege to offer testimony to the       



            22   State Assembly and Senate Committees on public safety and 



            23   support of SB 264, and I would address that but it would be 



            24   too lengthy for the time permitted to me at this point.  



            25            I was surprised and disappointed by Item 6A and 6B 
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             1   on your agenda.  I would object to both, and I would object 



             2   to anybody paraphrasing how we have written our particular 



             3   objections.  



             4            I believe that your actions today are outside of 



             5   your duties and the Orange County communities through their 



             6   elected officials and our State legislature have spoken:  No 



             7   gun shows at the fairgrounds.  



             8            I support Senator Min's written memo submitted to 



             9   you today, and I hope you take it very very seriously.  It 



            10   has some excellent points in it.  



            11            And thank you for the opportunity to be heard.  



            12            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you to our public 



            13   speakers.  



            14            Summer, have there been any additional since we 



            15   started public comment on this item?  



            16            SECRETARY ANGUS:  I don't believe so.  



            17            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  So public comment is 



            18   closed for this agenda item at this time.  Thank you to all 



            19   of our public commenters.  



            20            One of the things I just want to highlight as well, 



            21   you know, for a couple of the -- we actually did receive a 



            22   letter from Senator Dave Min directed to me this morning, and 



            23   I believe the rest of the Board also received a copy of that.  



            24            One of the issues that I did notice from the 



            25   legislation was Cal Palace, as well as Del Mar had been 
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             1   mentioned as setting precedent.  



             2            One of the things that -- one distinction, I think, 



             3   that we need to highlight from what happened at those two 



             4   DAAs is that their board of directors actually voted to ban 



             5   gun shows from their fairgrounds.  That's not what happened 



             6   here.  



             7            The Board had not been addressed by Senator Dave Min 



             8   as to, you know, look to various policies that we might be 



             9   able to put into place that might, you know, make gun shows 



            10   safer, at least in his eyes.  



            11            So I'm going to go ahead and open it up to our board 



            12   members for discussion now, but I just wanted to make that 



            13   one distinction there, and then also to keep in mind that 



            14   this legislation is not law until the Governor signs it.  



            15            So that is why the Board, as appointed gubernatorial 



            16   members of the 32nd DAA, are really the ones who are here to 



            17   help govern.  



            18            The other thing I also want to highlight is:  If 



            19   this isn't good for the entire state, how come it's good for 



            20   the 32nd DAA?  



            21            And those are really the issues that I think the 



            22   Board needs to keep in mind as we're discussing and reviewing 



            23   the letter that we're proposing we send to the governor.  



            24            And I'm also recommending that we send a copy of 



            25   Senator Dave Min's letter along with our letter so that the 
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             1   governor can also see the strong language that was used 



             2   within the letter toward the Board of Directors.  



             3            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, do you 



             4   know off the top of your head or, maybe, our CEO could let us 



             5   know when is the deadline for the governor to support or veto 



             6   this legislation, SB 264?  



             7            SECRETARY RICHARDS:  My understanding is that the 



             8   governor, the deadline is October 10th.  So the governor can 



             9   either sign the bill, he can veto the bill, or if he does not 



            10   sign it, it automatically becomes law as of October 10th.  



            11            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Chair Rubalcava, this is      



            12   Director Ruiz.  I just wanted to, you know, speak on this 



            13   briefly.  



            14            We're not making a political point out of this, at 



            15   least from my standpoint I'm not.  I'm just addressing it 



            16   from an economic point of view, that's it.  



            17            I wish Senator Min would have came to us and 



            18   addressed to us:  Look, we're about to loose a million 



            19   dollars if this goes through, what other options -- or what 



            20   other options can we come up with to replace the revenue that 



            21   could potentially be lost if this bill goes through?  That's 



            22   all.  



            23            This is -- we're not making a political statement 



            24   here, and, again, I'm speaking for myself.  I'm just 



            25   addressing the economic impact on the 32nd DAA.  
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             1            I was under the impression when the bill was first 



             2   introduced that this was going to be a statewide thing.  So I 



             3   figured, okay, if it's a statewide thing, well, it is what it 



             4   is.  So be it.  



             5            But then the bill was amended, and now we're the 



             6   only ones that are going to be affected by this.  That, I'm 



             7   just having a hard time understanding that.  



             8            Again, I'm for gun safety.  I'm all for gun safety, 



             9   but getting rid of this gun show doesn't address the issue 



            10   that we have with guns.  



            11            Most -- all State laws are being followed at these 



            12   gun shows, there's nothing illegal at these gun shows.  I 



            13   can't walk in there and walk out of there with a gun, like in 



            14   some other states.  That doesn't happen here.  



            15            Now, if ghost guns is the issue, let's address that, 



            16   let's address the ghost gun issue on a statewide legislation 



            17   if that is the problem.  



            18            I don't know all the facts behind ghost guns like 



            19   I'm sure Mr. Templeton could address, but I think we    



            20   should -- this should have been addressed differently.  



            21            Again, I'm just speaking from an economic 



            22   standpoint.  Maybe the governor can veto it until we come up 



            23   with other ideas as to how we can supplement the revenue that 



            24   we potentially tend to loose here.  



            25            Yes, guns are a problem, but this doesn't fix the 
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             1   problem.  So I just wanted to state my opinion on that.  



             2   Again, I'm not politicizing this at all.  I'm just addressing 



             3   it from an economic standpoint for the 32nd DAA.  That's all.



             4            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director Ruiz.  



             5            Any other comments or questions from the Board 



             6   before we review the letter?  



             7            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes, Chair, if you don't mind.  I 



             8   want to make a couple comments before we, kind of, go over 



             9   the content of the letter.  



            10            You know, I agree with my fellow Board member that 



            11   we're not making the argument that anything at the shows that 



            12   is happening is violating California law.  



            13            I think we've -- those of us -- I think almost all 



            14   of the Board members have taken the opportunity to go to the 



            15   gun shows, to meet Mr. Templeton, so that's not a point of   



            16   my -- of concern for me as we're going forward with this.  



            17            And I do acknowledge, as the Chair pointed out, that 



            18   our fairgrounds and our Board of Directors has consistently 



            19   supported having gun shows at the fairgrounds.  



            20            I think my concern is two-fold.  One, as an 



            21   appointee of the governor's office, I look to his past 



            22   comments, his past support of banning gun shows, and I look 



            23   at it as my role as a Board of Director to advance policy 



            24   that the governor would support.  



            25            I know it is not until October 10th that we will 
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             1   have a definitive answer, but I think in looking at his past 



             2   actions, his past statements as a candidate for office, and 



             3   as our governor, I think his opinion on these issues is 



             4   fairly clear.  



             5            I'm also concerned that, you know, I'm not an 



             6   elected official.  Senator David Min was elected by the 



             7   people in this district, and this was a -- really a forefront 



             8   issue for him, and the voters decided, you know, to put him 



             9   into office and this issue is one of the things that, I 



            10   think, people resoundingly supported him on.  



            11            So I'm just uncomfortable sending this letter for 



            12   those reasons, and I think if the Board does decide to go 



            13   through and send this letter, I would just respectfully 



            14   request that we put something in there that I will not be 



            15   supporting this, and I will not be signing my name as a Board 



            16   of Director to the letter going forward.



            17            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director Aitken.  



            18            Director Bagneris.  



            19            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I have -- my biggest concern 



            20   about this -- the million dollars -- I think our safety comes 



            21   first.  So I know that our staff and the persons that we've 



            22   hired to help us to bring in funds are going to be able to do 



            23   that, I believe we will successfully replace that money.  



            24            I'm very disappointed that this wasn't an all or 



            25   nothing legislation.  All, if it's good for the 32nd DAA, was 
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             1   good for all of the State fairs.  So I'm hoping at some point 



             2   that that still happens.  



             3            I have to agree with Sora Aitken -- I'm sorry, 



             4   Ashleigh, I've been in delta mode all weekend -- Director 



             5   Aitken in that I would not be comfortable putting my name to 



             6   the letter.  



             7            So if the Board does approve this and it moves 



             8   forward, I agree that I would like to have some way to -- for 



             9   it to be known, maybe it's the transcript from this meeting, 



            10   that I am not in agreement with this kind of letter to the 



            11   governor.  



            12            What we can do about the other fairs, I don't know, 



            13   but I just think it's unfair that you singled this fair out 



            14   and didn't make it an all or nothing, but if this legislation 



            15   passes, I would support the governor in that passage.



            16            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you,             



            17   Director Bagneris.  And I think that is the -- do we have 



            18   comment from anybody?  



            19            And I just want to highlight, we haven't reviewed 



            20   the letter yet, and it's really about the fact that -- I 



            21   respect that Dave Min was elected, but I want to put 



            22   something in perspective.  



            23            If Dave Min came in and said, "I don't like the way 



            24   the Equestrian Center is run at the fairgrounds," and he puts 



            25   policy through to get that removed from the fairgrounds, is 
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             1   that something that we want to set precedent for?  



             2            And I know that this is a safety issue, but for me 



             3   it's not political, so I don't even want to get into the fact 



             4   that it makes no comprehensive change to any safety-related 



             5   policies related to gun control or anything like that.  



             6            The issue here is that this is something that Dave 



             7   Min ran on, right?  His political campaign, that's great, but 



             8   it affects only the 32nd DAA and that's really what we 



             9   address in the letter.  



            10            We are appointed members of the Board of Directors 



            11   by the governor of the State.  This isn't political.  We're 



            12   not beating him over the head and saying, you know, "We know 



            13   that you don't like guns, and we ask you to veto this."  



            14            We're simply making him aware of the fact that this 



            15   32nd DAA, if it's not good for one DAA, how is it not good 



            16   for the rest?  



            17            So I just want to, you know, remind everybody we're 



            18   not -- we will not -- never send a disrespectful letter to 



            19   the governor.  



            20            I also respect the governor's position on various 



            21   things, but I also think, as the governing body, we need to 



            22   make sure that we have it on the record that we are losing 



            23   this revenue.  



            24            Replacing it with a 5K will never generate a million 



            25   dollars in revenue annually.  It will actually lose money at 
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             1   the fairgrounds.  



             2            So this is not a political fight.  We're not 



             3   fighting with Senator Min.  He has made it personal by saying 



             4   he will go after any board members who personally votes for 



             5   stuff.  This is not personal.  This is simply us governing 



             6   the DAA.  



             7            So, Doug, did you have a comment?  I'm sorry, I 



             8   actually spoke over you.  



             9            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes, thanks, Natalie.  



            10            One of the concerns that I have, I think Barbara and 



            11   Robert both articulated it and that was the fact that this 



            12   only applies to the 32nd DAA.  



            13            I was wondering if Senator Min's chief of staff 



            14   could speak to the reasons why the legislation was pared 



            15   down, if you will, from all State properties to apply only to 



            16   the 32nd DAA.  



            17            I believe he's still on the line or perhaps the 



            18   gentleman from Brady Group who provided testimony -- 



            19            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Or Ash.  I think Ash is 



            20   representing Senator Dave Min's office.  



            21            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yeah, right.  So I would like 



            22   to kind of see if I can get an answer to that question.  



            23            MR. ALVANDI:  Thank you, Board Member.  I would be 



            24   happy to have the senator, you know, send you his remarks on 



            25   that.  You know, we're still finalizing our public statements 
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             1   regarding what happened with the bill.  



             2            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I guess the question is 



             3   that -- I think Director Bagneris said it very well.  



             4            Obviously, when this started out it was going to 



             5   apply to all of the DAAs, and there are a number of them in 



             6   the state and as Chair Rubalcava-Garcia said that in the case 



             7   of both the Cal Palace and San Diego, the Board's went on 



             8   record in opposition to the gun shows.  



             9            This is a very significant economic impact on the 



            10   district, and I think, as you know and everyone knows, it's 



            11   been a struggle for all DAAs for the last couple of years 



            12   with COVID.  



            13            And we, through our leadership on our -- on the 



            14   Board, as well as our CEO we work very hard to, obviously, 



            15   replace those lost revenues and to keep our ship afloat, so 



            16   to speak.  



            17            Obviously, the loss of the gun shows will not break 



            18   the bank, so to speak, but it does provide an immediate 



            19   significant challenge, as Director Ruiz said, to our staff 



            20   and the Board to replace those lost revenues if they came 



            21   from events that were legal and well-monitored within the 



            22   district.  



            23            So any information you could at some point in time 



            24   provide to the district as to what happened in the making of 



            25   the legislation that went from everyone to only us would be 
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             1   much appreciated.  



             2            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Yes.  This is Newton, by the way, as 



             3   well.



             4            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Oh, hi, Newton.  Go ahead.



             5            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Yeah, yeah, I mean, politics aside, 



             6   fundamentally from my standpoint, you know, we, like you 



             7   said, it's our job to sort of govern the fairgrounds, and 



             8   this particular thing is specifically targeting just our 



             9   facility.  



            10            So I think from that standpoint, you know, we do 



            11   have, you know, a, I guess, a -- not necessarily -- you know, 



            12   I think it's -- it's okay from a standpoint to say, "Hey, 



            13   provide, you know, information to the governor presenting the 



            14   economic impact that's proposed," and it's up to him to 



            15   decide whether he would like to kind of take that into 



            16   consideration or not.  



            17            I think that's a relatively harmless thing from this 



            18   letter.  You know, I think making it larger than it is and 



            19   making it a political statement is not necessarily the case 



            20   here.  



            21            It's just saying, "Hey, this is a big impact 



            22   financially to our fairgrounds.  I would like to you consider 



            23   that before finalizing anything," and leave it up to him.  



            24   That's kind of how I see it.



            25            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director Pham.  
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             1            Director Ruiz, go ahead.  



             2            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yeah, if you could read the letter, 



             3   so that way everyone knows what exactly we're sending, 



             4   because I think the message is not getting across.  



             5            We are not sending a letter telling the governor 



             6   that we don't agree with his -- his gun legislation.  That's 



             7   not what we're doing.  So if you could read the letter so 



             8   everyone knows exactly what we're sending to the governor.  



             9            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  Michelle, would you 



            10   like to read the letter, because it's kind of small for me.  



            11   I can't -- 



            12            SECRETARY RICHARDS:  Sure.  



            13            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  



            14            SECRETARY RICHARDS:  Sure.  Let me enlarge it for 



            15   everybody.  



            16            Dated today, addressed to the               



            17   Honorable Gavin Newsom, Governor of the State of California,      



            18   regarding -- sorry -- Regarding:  SB 264, Request Veto of 



            19   Senate Bill 264 -- 



            20            MS. SHARP:  Yeah, I'm on a Zoom call, is it 



            21   critical?  



            22            SECRETARY RICHARDS:  Ms. Sharp, you're          



            23   not -- Ms. Sharp, you're not muted.  We can -- thank you.  



            24            The 32nd District Agricultural Association Board of 



            25   Directors opposes SB 264 and respectfully requests you veto 
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             1   the bill.  SB 264 would prohibit all sales of firearms and 



             2   ammunition at events held at the 32nd District Agricultural 



             3   Association, the Orange County Fair and Event Center. 



             4            For over 30 years -- and I think that will have to 



             5   be amended to 25 years -- the OC Fair and Event Center has 



             6   hosted a gun show, which resulted in approximately one 



             7   million dollars in revenue annually. 



             8            This event is held multiple times each year, is 



             9   attended by 70,000 members of the community annually, and 



            10   generates economic development opportunities for surrounding 



            11   businesses located near the OC Fair and Event Center. 



            12            The event promoter is a family-owned business 



            13   providing opportunities for small business owners to generate 



            14   an income that allows them to support their families.  This 



            15   prohibition unfairly and exclusively impacts the OC Fair and 



            16   Event Center.



            17            The 32nd DAA is governed by a gubernatorial 



            18   appointed board of directors and requires minimal to no 



            19   support annually from the State of California.  The OC Fair 



            20   and Event Center generates revenues from hosting a 23-day 



            21   annual fair, trade shows, consumer events, concerts, and 



            22   other like events. 



            23            The 32nd DAA Board of Directors has historically 



            24   approved the type of events held at the OC Fair and Event 



            25   Center in response to the needs and interests of the 











�





                                                                           25





             1   surrounding community. 



             2            In 2020 the Board of Directors voted 5-to-1 to allow 



             3   gun shows to continue operating at the OC Fair and Event 



             4   Center as long as they are legal in the State of California.



             5            Unfortunately, Senator Dave Min never consulted with 



             6   the Board of the 32nd DAA to determine if other 



             7   non-legislative options exist to address his concerns. 



             8            We request you veto this bill so Senator Dave Min 



             9   and the Board of Directors may discuss solutions.



            10            Furthermore, this prohibition will not enhance 



            11   public safety, as current law already requires all firearm 



            12   transactions at events hosted at fairgrounds to be subject to 



            13   the same stringent standards as required in a dealers store. 



            14            All firearm transactions that take place on 



            15   fairgrounds are subject to the ten-day waiting period while 



            16   requiring the firearm to remain in the possession of the 



            17   transacting dealer until that period ends and the   



            18   Department of Justice has completed the required background 



            19   check.



            20            The gubernatorial appointed board of the 32nd DAA 



            21   respectfully requests that you veto SB 264, so we can work 



            22   with Senator Dave Min to identify solutions that will address 



            23   his concerns.



            24            Currently signed by the Chair of the 32nd DAA.



            25            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  So open to any other Board 
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             1   members for questions or comments, and we do have one other 



             2   public -- one additional public comment on this item. 



             3            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I'd like to hear the public 



             4   comment if we can.



             5            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you,          



             6   Director Bagneris.  



             7            Summer, can you please have the public comment.  



             8            Thank you.  It's Monday.



             9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Gibran Stout, when you're ready, 



            10   and if you're dialed in, you'll have to press star 6.  



            11            MS. STOUT:  Hi.  



            12            SECRETARY ANGUS:  There you are.  



            13            MS. STOUT:  Can you hear me?  



            14            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yeah, go right ahead.  



            15            MS. STOUT:  Okay.  All right.  My personal feelings 



            16   about guns in general are ambiguous, and I had to do some 



            17   research on this topic, and I know it's hard but I think it's 



            18   critical that we set aside our personal passions, politics, 



            19   and feelings, and stick to the simple facts.  



            20            So my research, as you've already pointed out, is 



            21   that SB 264 singles out one piece of property in the entire 



            22   state without any discussions.  



            23            Two, the right to bear arms is still currently 



            24   protected in our Constitution, and three, California actually 



            25   is the state with the strictest gun laws and has the seventh 
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             1   lowest rate of deaths by gun violence, didn't know that, but 



             2   thought that was interesting.  



             3            As many directors have pointed out, the economic 



             4   impact is huge.  Our country, say, our entire world continues 



             5   to suffer great and social economic loss due to COVID-19.  I 



             6   truly believe that every single business is essential to 



             7   somebody, to some person or some family.  



             8            So I think it's wrong to let our personal feelings 



             9   restrain the legal rights of others.  I think it's bad 



            10   business to turn away income and deny local businesses the 



            11   opportunity to recover financially by conducting their 



            12   business legally on state-owned property.  



            13            Instead of denying the proposed contracts, I fully 



            14   support amending them to specifically prohibit sales, which 



            15   contribute to ghost guns which the vender has already agreed 



            16   to do, so problem solved it would seem to me.  



            17            I think that it is better to help stimulate legal 



            18   businesses and economic recovery.  I think that the Board of 



            19   Directors has done a great job guiding this district, and I 



            20   think you should continue to do so without interference from 



            21   legislators four hundred miles away.  



            22            I think it's also telling that this legislation was 



            23   proposed without any discussion with you.  So clearly you are 



            24   perfectly capable steering this ship successfully as you have 



            25   done.  
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             1            I would recommend no on SB 264, yes on economic 



             2   recovery, and yes on these contracts with the ghost gun 



             3   provision.  



             4            So carry on, I think you guys are doing a great job, 



             5   and I think that we set aside passions and politics and we 



             6   just go -- you follow the law and right now they're legal and 



             7   if we can do it in a legal and safe way, I support that.  



             8            So thank you.  



             9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you, Gibran.  



            10            We have one more public commenter.  Piper Benom, 



            11   when you're ready.  



            12            MS. BENOM:  Hi, good morning, Directors.  I just 



            13   wanted to say -- remind you all that the state legislator has 



            14   voted to end gun shows at the OC Fairground, and it wasn't 



            15   even close.  



            16            The governor has expressed his support for the bill 



            17   when it was a statewide ban, and I think we can safely assume 



            18   he will continue to support it when it's just Orange County.  



            19            The bill was narrowed to Orange County because          



            20   it's -- because it's a local control issue, and that's my 



            21   understanding of why it was narrowed.  



            22            And I think that we should -- the Board should 



            23   recognize that this is the law that is happening and since 



            24   the Governor has already expressed support for it, I don't 



            25   think it's -- I don't think it's valid for the Board to go 
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             1   against what the -- the constituents that elected Senator Min 



             2   in his district and your district have elected him based 



             3   largely on this issue, and the constituents that live in 



             4   where the fairground is don't want gun shows there anymore.  



             5            We have spoken many times about it and Senator Min 



             6   now as our elected representative has put this bill through, 



             7   his first bill, I believe, and the voters put him in for that 



             8   reason, and I think the Board -- it would behoove the Board 



             9   to go with what the constituents, the -- your representative, 



            10   and the governor's office has expressed in this case.  



            11            Thank you.



            12            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Thank you.  



            13            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you to our public 



            14   commenters.  



            15            Any additional comments, Summer?  



            16            SECRETARY ANGUS:  No, not at this time.  



            17            Oh, I'm sorry.  One more.  Julia Demlow, when you're 



            18   ready.  



            19            MS. DEMLOW:  Great.  Can you hear me?  



            20            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, go ahead.



            21            MS. DEMLOW:  Okay.  Thank you, Summer.  



            22            I would just like to make a couple comments to the 



            23   Board in regards to some statements made.  The first one, I 



            24   would just like on the record that we and other people have 



            25   been trying to work with the Board for the past two years in 
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             1   either excluding gun shows on the fairgrounds and not 



             2   renewing contracts and actually touring with the Board 



             3   members and Mr. Templeton at gun shows to voice our concerns.  



             4            So many times when the contract comes up for 



             5   renewal, we have voiced our concerns in hopes that the Board 



             6   of the fairgrounds would take action and disallow gun shows 



             7   on the OC Fairgrounds property.  



             8            To then -- to that point, no action was taken.  The 



             9   gun shows did continue, and therefore, we supported and our 



            10   community supported Senator Dave Min, this being one of his 



            11   main topics and main positions if elected.  



            12            So it is disingenuous to say that no one has worked 



            13   with the Fairground Board in trying to come up with solutions 



            14   on the gun shows.  So that's the first statement.  



            15            The second statement would be, I feel very confident 



            16   in the staff for the gun -- for the fairgrounds, and I feel 



            17   very confident that they would be able to come up with 



            18   creative family-friendly events that would more than recoup 



            19   the million dollars of lost revenue.  



            20            So with that being said, I think that the 



            21   hypotheticals that the Chairman has put forward, are just 



            22   that, hypotheticals, and we should have the opportunity to 



            23   explore other events and opportunities to make that 



            24   shortfall.  



            25            And lastly, it is true that the gun show is 
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             1   operating within law -- the current California laws and at 



             2   these shows have not had any issues, but the effects after 



             3   the shows, the guns in our communities that are causing 



             4   deaths in our communities, cannot be forgotten and excluded 



             5   and even though it doesn't happen on the gun show property, 



             6   there are after effects in our community that need to be 



             7   addressed.  



             8            So thank you for this opportunity to speak.



             9            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  Thank you to 



            10   all our public speakers.  



            11            Summer, does that conclude public comment for now?  



            12            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes, it does.  



            13            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  



            14            I would like to turn it back over to the Board, and 



            15   I just want to also mention that Josh is on the call.  So if 



            16   anybody has any questions for Josh regarding this issue, feel 



            17   free, in terms of the Board members.  



            18            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes, Natalie.  This is Doug 



            19   again.  



            20            Josh, could you speak to the issue of the Board 



            21   taking any specific position either for or against any 



            22   legislation now or in the future that would impact the    



            23   32nd DAA?  



            24            MR. CAPLAN:  I'm happy to.  I can speak generally to 



            25   the ability of the Board -- and this issue has come up 
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             1   historically, not only at the 32nd DAA, but other DAAs 



             2   regarding the ability to retain lobbying firms.  I'll make 



             3   the connection for you in just a minute.  



             4            The reason why that's a critical issue to discuss, 



             5   well, in the first instance is, generally DAAs -- there's 



             6   nothing that our office has found in terms of statutory or 



             7   regulatory prohibitions on a DAA's ability to retain a 



             8   lobbying firm simply because the DAA is a State institution.  



             9            The critical piece though to keep in mind is that 



            10   the scope of any lobbying efforts on behalf of the district 



            11   is limited specifically to engaging the legislature in 



            12   discussion for the purpose of presenting the district's 



            13   viewpoint on proposed legislation.  



            14            You know, there is Case Law in California that 



            15   distinguishes between, what's called, legislative lobbying.  



            16   A great example of legislative lobbying would have been what 



            17   the 32nd DAA went through regarding the 5050 raffle.  



            18            The DAA identified a potential source of revenue for 



            19   the 32nd DAA and perhaps other DAAs across the state, 



            20   retained the lobbyists to work with other DAAs, I'm 



            21   presuming, and possibly with CDFA to present the idea to 



            22   members of the State legislature to see whether legislation 



            23   would be -- would be a possibility and to go through that 



            24   process.  



            25            Again, that discussion was started because the 
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             1   district identified an issue that would benefit the facility 



             2   and presumably benefit the county and all of its residents in 



             3   terms of generating revenue on the property.  



             4            But what the district is not able to do, is to 



             5   engage in something called grassroots lobbying, which is 



             6   essentially lobbying on particular partisan issues.  



             7            So, for example, if there's a local initiative 



             8   that's on the ballot, the district can't take any position 



             9   for or against any local initiative or even if there is a 



            10   State initiative on the ballot, the district could not take 



            11   one side over the other because the Board represents all of 



            12   the members of Orange County and certainly there's going to 



            13   be diverse political voices and opinions within the county 



            14   boundaries.  So the district simply can't pick one side over 



            15   the other.  



            16            The reason why Senate Bill 264 is a little bit more 



            17   challenging is because the legislature has already passed the 



            18   bill and has sent it along to Governor Newsom for signature.  



            19            So while the district, I think, California law would 



            20   have supported the district's ability to engage the 



            21   legislature during the legislative process, the bill has 



            22   already been approved by the legislature and now the only 



            23   thing that would need to happen is the governor either signs 



            24   the bill into law or vetoes the bill or does nothing, and 



            25   then I presume it's vetoed as a matter of law.  











�





                                                                           34





             1            To the extent the district wants to provide 



             2   information to the governor in terms of financial impacts or 



             3   information that it would have provided earlier on in the 



             4   process if given the opportunity, I don't think that would 



             5   create any concern.  



             6            What the district needs to avoid though -- and, 



             7   again, because there's some gray area in the law at this 



             8   stage of the legislative process -- again, the question is:  



             9   Is this legislative process complete?  



            10            In other words, the bill has now been passed to the 



            11   executive office of the governor, and so it's unclear whether 



            12   the DAA would have the authority, for example, to hire a 



            13   lobbyist to lobby Governor Newsom on signing the bill, 



            14   because I think an argument could be made that that is taking 



            15   a political position.  



            16            But I think there would be a way for the Board to 



            17   provide the Governor with information to take into 



            18   consideration when he's deciding whether or not to sign the 



            19   bill.  



            20            And specifically, I'm looking at the letter in front 



            21   of me, and I'm not -- certainly not going to take the 



            22   position or presume that I'm in the best situation to redline 



            23   or modify that letter that's coming from the Board.  



            24            But if the Board does want to provide the governor 



            25   with information regarding the potential financial impacts on 











�





                                                                           35





             1   the property if gun shows are prohibited under this bill, I 



             2   think that would be appropriate.  



             3            But I think -- I do not know that the Board has the 



             4   ability to advocate, for example, for a specific veto.  I 



             5   think it was Director Pham that put it, I think, better than 



             6   I could, which is the Board should provide information to the 



             7   governor for him to take into consideration in deciding 



             8   whether or not to sign SB 264 as opposed to providing him 



             9   with information and essentially directing him to veto      



            10   SB 264.  



            11            And that distinction is critically important because 



            12   there are members of the county that presumably support     



            13   SB 264, and likewise, there are members of county that 



            14   likewise are opposed to SB 264.  



            15            And so the district is in a unique position to 



            16   provide the governor with insight and information about the 



            17   potential financial impacts of this bill, and then ultimately 



            18   let Governor Newsom decide whether or not he intends to sign 



            19   the bill or not.  



            20            And in doing that, he'll likely take into 



            21   consideration information from various sources inside      



            22   Orange County and outside of Orange County.  



            23            So that's -- I know I'm not giving you an easy 



            24   answer, but, I think, that's the best information that I can 



            25   provide you with given the state of things and where SB 264 
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             1   sits at the point in the legislative process.



             2            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yeah, and, Josh, so you're 



             3   recommending -- and I think it would be good for Michelle to 



             4   also share some information on how the bill was sort of 



             5   pushed through and so that they waived any opportunity for 



             6   anybody to potentially lobby the elected officials.  



             7            But what I think I'm hearing you say is, the letter 



             8   is okay, but we should probably avoid putting in 



             9   "respectfully request you veto," but maybe replace that with, 



            10   you know, request that -- our concerns, "Here are the things 



            11   that concern us about the passage of this bill."



            12            MR. CAPLAN:  Yeah, or even, you know, even 



            13   statements like, you know, "This is the information we would 



            14   like the governor to take into consideration in deciding 



            15   whether or not to sign SB 264."  



            16            You know what, I certainly hate to wordsmith on the 



            17   fly, but there are, you know, words, you know, words like 



            18   "concern" can be read to suggest that the district is taking 



            19   a specific political position, whereas if the term "concern" 



            20   is -- if there's a modifier to that term, for example, 



            21   "financial concerns." 



            22            If there's other concerns that the Board has 



            23   separate and apart from the substantive nature of the bill, 



            24   in other words, the substantive nature of the bill should not 



            25   play a specific role in what -- in the information the Board 











�





                                                                           37





             1   is providing the governor.  



             2            For example, you had mentioned the example of the 



             3   Equestrian Center.  So let's -- if SB 264 had made it 



             4   illegal, the ability to operate a horse run facility in 



             5   Orange County, then presumably this letter would look -- the 



             6   letter should look very similar to the extent that that bill 



             7   would impact the financial -- the ability of the district to 



             8   generate revenue and if it would have financial implications 



             9   for the financial viability of the property.  



            10            So to the extent that that type of information can 



            11   be provided, it's -- it's information that is uniquely 



            12   provided by the district and doesn't take a position one way 



            13   or the other.



            14            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thanks Josh.  



            15            And I might -- oh, go ahead, Doug.  



            16            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Thanks, Josh.  I think that's 



            17   very helpful and very informative, and I cannot support the 



            18   letter in its current form.  



            19            If we can modify it and maybe the approach would be 



            20   to do that and bring it back to the 23rd meeting and keep it 



            21   just very informational, advising the governor, "As you 



            22   consider your actions regarding this legislation, we wanted 



            23   to provide you with the following information relative to the 



            24   impacts on the 32nd DAA," and just keep it very general.  



            25            Even in that context, maybe just providing the 
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             1   comments from the transcript, but I think to urge one action 



             2   one way or the other, and then to address the issues relative 



             3   to senator Min, I think we should keep it very generic, just 



             4   information only, here's the financial impacts on the 32nd 



             5   DAA.  



             6            You know, we can obviously go into some history with 



             7   how long they've been a business operating at the fair, and 



             8   we can also go into all of the efforts that the Board and 



             9   staff have made during the COVID situation to, like you said 



            10   earlier, to keep the ship afloat.  



            11            But I think making any recommendation for or against 



            12   any legislation that would impact this, should not          



            13   be -- should not be a part of the letter.  



            14            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  And, Doug, to your point, 



            15   Michelle is changing it in real-time right now.  So now it 



            16   reads, "Economic Impact of SB 264 on 32nd District 



            17   Agricultural Association," and that's how it could be 



            18   modified throughout the entire letter.  So we'll remove any 



            19   request for veto but make it just factual.  



            20            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  So Director -- Chair, I am -- I 



            21   know we're doing this on the fly and already I like it better 



            22   that we're not directing -- saying, "Hey, veto this," but do 



            23   we need to take a five-minute break, ten-minute break to get 



            24   the language, or do we wait for the next Board meeting?  



            25            Since there is a deadline for the governor to sign 
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             1   it, the more time he has with our letter, the better if we're 



             2   going to do this.  



             3            So should we take a break and wordsmith this with 



             4   the help of Josh, or do we bring it back to the next Board 



             5   meeting?  



             6            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  I'm okay with -- does the 



             7   Board want to take a break to have us wordsmith this really 



             8   quickly?  



             9            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Can we -- can we offer our input?  



            10            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yeah, you know, Ashleigh, 



            11   if you want to offer your input and Michelle is actually 



            12   changing it at the same time.  



            13            And I'm mindful of people's time, and I know    



            14   that -- I want to make sure that we get to this item.  So if 



            15   you want to look at that -- Ashleigh, if you want to add some 



            16   context there or change the context.



            17            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yeah, I think my concern -- you 



            18   know, and I think we can change it if the majority of the 



            19   Board decides to send this letter that we just have something 



            20   that says, "The majority of the 32nd DAA Board of Directors 



            21   with Director Aitken" -- and if anybody else wants to join 



            22   me -- "voting no."  



            23            I just want that in there, and, I think, we -- I 



            24   like what you said about sticking to the facts.  I think 



            25   there's certain things in here that I don't know that we can 
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             1   prove.  



             2            Obviously, we know what our revenue stream is, we 



             3   know that they've been here for 25 years, that it's four 



             4   times a year, but when we say it's 70,000 -- and maybe 



             5   Michelle knows this -- is 70,000 -- are those individually 



             6   and distinct members of the community or could it be the same 



             7   15-, 20,000 that come all four?  



             8            I mean, that just -- I don't know if we can prove 



             9   that, as well as the statement about it generates economic 



            10   development opportunities for surrounding businesses.  I 



            11   don't know that we can say that or prove that.  I don't know 



            12   if it makes the argument any stronger.  



            13            I also think, at the bottom, when we are using, 



            14   maybe, in my opinion, language that's a bit too strong 



            15   addressing Senator -- State Senator Dave Min.  



            16            He did come to the gun show.  He did come -- I 



            17   believe he has made public comment and has addressed our 



            18   Board before, so I don't know if it's entirely fair to stay 



            19   that he never consulted with us.  



            20            I think he certainly never agreed with the majority 



            21   of the Board, but that's different than maybe never 



            22   consulting with us, maybe we could soften that language a 



            23   little bit.  



            24            The same thing, I think, in the last paragraph where 



            25   we're saying, "This prohibition will not enhance public 
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             1   safety," I think that's extremely debatable.  I think some 



             2   people will say yes, some people will say no.  



             3            And if the Board wants to do this, I think to 



             4   Director La Bell's point, I think we should just stick to the 



             5   facts that we can prove, and then just make the 



             6   caveat carve-out that I'm not going to be signing onto this 



             7   letter in whatever language that you see fit.  



             8            Those would be my overall general comments.  



             9            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  So, Madam Chair -- so      



            10   Director Aitken, I heard what you just said, and I'm pretty 



            11   much on the same wavelength, but I did like the fact that we 



            12   would tailor this letter just to be the -- to stick to the 



            13   economic concern of not having the gun show and leave a lot 



            14   of the rest of this out.  



            15            But it sounds to me that you would not be in favor 



            16   of the letter even if we do that, and that's the thing that 



            17   we could easily put a motion to the floor to reject the 



            18   letter period and move on.  



            19            I don't know if we want to delay this meeting, 



            20   trying to do something that may not pass or pass.  I'm just 



            21   concerned that there are too many concerns right now for this 



            22   letter and the whole process that we're trying to take on 



            23   this, that maybe we just need to move on, and if the governor 



            24   signs, it will be law, and we won't have a choice in it 



            25   anyway.
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             1            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Director Bagneris makes a 



             2   good point, and I would recommend we go ahead and take a vote 



             3   as to whether or not we're going to send a letter as one full 



             4   Board.  



             5            My concerns about tabling it for our September 23rd 



             6   meeting is that it could be signed into law tomorrow or the 



             7   day after, and I think it's good for us to get this on the 



             8   record from a budget perspective too.  



             9            If there's ever opportunity for the State to provide 



            10   us with some sort of fiscal support, having this on the 



            11   record is instrumental.  I think that Director Aitken, you 



            12   know, made a good point about that last statement about the 



            13   safety, that should come out.  



            14            But I actually am opposed to removing -- with 



            15   confirmation, we can definetly confirm number of attendees, 



            16   but I don't think that we should take out the statement about 



            17   the surrounding businesses because we are an economic 



            18   development driver and there are businesses in the 



            19   surrounding area that benefit, and I don't think that hurts 



            20   or makes a political statement whatsoever.  



            21            But I would go ahead and -- if I can get a motion to 



            22   at least vote on sending the letter with, you know, with the 



            23   caveat that we are going to revise it so that it's all 



            24   factual and we will take out any reference to, you know, 



            25   Senator Dave Min.  
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             1            The other thing I want to mention is Senator Dave 



             2   Min never came to our Board meeting and addressed the Board.  



             3   He -- I believe, he -- there was a group called Waive, which 



             4   is a political group that came here to address our Board and 



             5   we gave them ample time.  



             6            Senator Dave Min was invited to visit the gun show 



             7   and he did, but we never had any discussions with him prior 



             8   to that.  He just decided to push -- bulldoze this through 



             9   and basically take it out of our governing decision-making.  



            10            So for those reasons, I think we need to at least 



            11   send a letter to address the economic impact and the failure 



            12   in the process.  



            13            So this is not a, you know, political issue, this is 



            14   purely economic development, and we are the governing body.  



            15   We have a fiduciary duty as appointees of the governor to at 



            16   least make him aware of what has happened and what will 



            17   impact us.  



            18            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Director Rubalcava [sic], this is 



            19   Director Ruiz.  I just wanted to make a comment.  I 



            20   wholeheartedly agree with what you said.  



            21            I would like to see Senator Min's name left on there 



            22   because, you're right, he didn't come.  He spoke at a 



            23   meeting, speaking and addressing your opinion is one thing, 



            24   coming to the Board and telling us -- asking us, "How can we 



            25   work together?  This is the direction which I want to go in 
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             1   my district with 32nd DAA, how can we work together?"



             2            To me that's reaching out and trying to come up with 



             3   a solution.  Getting up to the microphone and speaking your 



             4   opinion is not a solution in my opinion.  So I would request 



             5   that his name stay on this letter.  That's my opinion.



             6            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you, Director Ruiz.  



             7            And I believe Director Cervantes has a comment but 



             8   may have some issues coming off of mute.



             9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes, try star 6 to 



            10   unmute yourself.  



            11            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Awesome.  Can you hear me now?



            12            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Yes.  



            13            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Perfect.  Thank you so much.  



            14            And I agree with exactly everything that         



            15   Director Ruiz just mentioned, and I think one of the most 



            16   important facts that we should go ahead and focus on also is 



            17   that during this entire period of time of having gun shows, 



            18   nothing has changed.  



            19            Safety has been of the utmost concern that the     



            20   OC Fair staff has worked together and implemented, so much so 



            21   that one of the Board of Directors, Director Barbara Bagneris 



            22   purchased a gun as far as I remember -- and you can correct 



            23   me, Director Bagneris, if that's not true.  



            24            But most importantly, safety hasn't changed.  It's 



            25   still there, so I do support the letter.  
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             1            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  With that, I would like to 



             2   entertain -- I make a motion that we send the letter -- 



             3            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  I so move that we do.  This is 



             4   Sandra Cervantes.  



             5            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  So I have discussion.  



             6            DIRECTOR PHAM:  So just for clarity, if we're voting 



             7   to send a letter, you know, do we have to have a subsequent 



             8   vote for the content of the letter, or do we want to just 



             9   say, you know, have a vote to not send a letter to kind of 



            10   nip that in the bud if people want that to happen, and then 



            11   we can discuss content afterwards?  



            12            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  And the motion isn't clear to 



            13   that effect -- 



            14            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Right.  



            15            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  -- and because of that, I would 



            16   have to vote the motion down, and it would have to come back 



            17   to us in a different form, because I'm not comfortable -- if 



            18   the motion clarifies that or not.  



            19            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I agree with           



            20   Director Bagneris.  If this letter is going to just provide 



            21   information only to the governor, whether he signs it or 



            22   doesn't sign it, you know, I think based on Director Aitken's 



            23   earlier comments, I think the governor is on record in 



            24   support of this even on a statewide basis.  



            25            I think our only role at this point in time as a 
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             1   Board is to advise the governor of what the economic impacts 



             2   will be and keep it very very generic.  



             3            I would like to see a letter that all of us can 



             4   support, and, you know, if we can't get to that point, then 



             5   I'm going to be a no on sending any kind of communication to 



             6   the governor and the record will just show what our 



             7   discussion was and to the extent that anyone would want to 



             8   review that, then that's obviously part of the public 



             9   record.  



            10            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.  



            11            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  So based on -- I'm a no at 



            12   this point.



            13            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  So, Doug, I would -- let's 



            14   look at this.  So as part of the discussion, we have already 



            15   changed it to, "Economic Impact of 264."  



            16            We are removing "The 32nd DAA Agricultural 



            17   Association Board of Directors opposes."  So the letter will 



            18   start out with, "SB 264 would prohibit all sale of firearm 



            19   and ammunition at the fairgrounds," which basically states 



            20   what the bill is.  



            21            We go into the economic development.  We will remove 



            22   where it says, "Furthermore, this prohibits -- this 



            23   prohibition will not enhance public safety," we will take 



            24   that out, and then, we can -- the last statement could just 



            25   say, "The gubernatorial appointed Board of the 32nd DAA 
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             1   writes to inform you about your decision as you ponder 



             2   signing or vetoing -- or signing SB 264."  



             3            It is okay -- I think, that the governor has his 



             4   stance on things.  I don't think that should sway how the 



             5   Board -- you know, we're just informing him as appointees of 



             6   the governor.  



             7            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I'm just not comfortable on the 



             8   fly trying to recreate this letter without us reading what 



             9   the final format of this letter would be.  



            10            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Right.



            11            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  That's my -- 



            12            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yeah, and we can -- I mean, 



            13   we can -- 



            14            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I agree, and I also want       



            15   Josh Caplan to have had the opportunity to review and edit 



            16   appropriately to make sure that we are, you know, in 



            17   accordance with laws relating to the -- this whole matter.



            18            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  So how about this, 



            19   since we noticed a ten-day meeting, how about we send 



            20   everybody a copy of this letter, and then we reconvene at 



            21   11:00 to review and vote?  



            22            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Josh, does that give you 



            23   enough to time to review the letter and provide your input?  



            24            MR. CAPLAN:  Yes, and so the Board is aware, my 



            25   review is really going to be focused on ensuring the letter 
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             1   doesn't include any language that identifies a specific 



             2   political position on the bill itself but that it's focused 



             3   truly on the impacts of the bill.  



             4            Again, setting aside the substance of the bill, what 



             5   impacts would this bill have, and what information does the 



             6   Board think is helpful.  



             7            I'm not going to insert or include or wordsmith the 



             8   information, for example, about the history of the gun show, 



             9   number of attendees, financial revenue generated.  I simply 



            10   don't have that information.  



            11            I'll be focused more on a lot of language, which has 



            12   already been stricken in red on the screen share, language 



            13   like that, which goes more outside of the corners of the 



            14   financial impacts of this bill.  



            15            But yeah, I won't be able to do that between now and 



            16   11:00, it's a very short letter.  



            17            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  And then, Josh, I would just 



            18   respectfully request that in the -- sorry, this is       



            19   Director Aitken -- that we put, maybe, when it says, "In 2020 



            20   the Board of Directors voted 5 to 1," just saying, "with 



            21   Director Aitken dissenting," and then at the bottom, just 



            22   say, "The majority of the gubernatorial appointed board of 



            23   the 32nd DAA writes to inform you."  



            24            MR. CAPLAN:  I don't have any legal objection to 



            25   those changes.  
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             1            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Just looking at the letter, it looks 



             2   like a lot's going to be stricken.  You know, there's request 



             3   to veto in the third paragraph, which, you know, kind of puts 



             4   a position on, whatnot, you know, the Board.  



             5            But, yeah, I mean, I think deciding this quickly on 



             6   a new letter and then circling back in a half an hour, even 



             7   an hour is going to be challenging from what I'm hearing, so.  



             8            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Okay.  So then hearing the 



             9   concerns, can we at least vote that we will send a letter, we 



            10   will then circulate the letter to the Board for review and 



            11   approval at the 23rd meeting?  



            12            What I'm trying to avoid is wasting time on the 23rd 



            13   deciding whether or not we're sending a letter.  We can send 



            14   a letter to the Board to review and make any suggested edits 



            15   to Michelle Richards, and then we can go ahead and send it 



            16   off by the 23rd.  



            17            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I'm somewhat concerned -- 



            18   Director Bagneris -- that we're doing this so quickly and in 



            19   haste and that maybe this -- even though this discussion has 



            20   been good, I'm glad that we are having this discussion, but 



            21   maybe we are in haste trying to get this letter out and maybe 



            22   it's not a good idea after all.  



            23            I think I hear three dissenting votes to sending a 



            24   letter, I don't know if that's enough to pass with who is on 



            25   the call right now, but I think, maybe, let's -- I think 
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             1   Sandra is trying to say something, I'm not sure if she's not 



             2   being able to get off mute.  



             3            But if we do take this vote and we vote it down, 



             4   we're done.  If it votes up, then, yes, maybe the 23rd is a 



             5   better time, but the governor could have signed it at that 



             6   point.  



             7            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Well, from my perspective, 



             8   whether the Governor signs it or not, we have the    



             9   ability -- or we have the responsibility to advise him of the 



            10   economic impacts of this bill on the district.  That's all I 



            11   want to do.  



            12            DIRECTOR PHAM.  Agreed.  



            13            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I don't want to get into the 



            14   politics of it either way, for or against, but, you know, 



            15   maybe at some point in time, we can't replace that million 



            16   dollars, and we may find ourselves in a situation where we're 



            17   going to go hat-in-hand and ask for funding to offset the 



            18   lost revenues.  



            19            That's all I'm -- I'm prepared to include in the 



            20   letter, and I don't think we -- we all -- I want to see the 



            21   letter in it's final form before I decide whether I'm for or 



            22   against it, so that's all I'm saying.



            23            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Doug, so with all of those 



            24   comments that you just said, are you recommending that we 



            25   vote to send a letter but wait to discuss the content at the 
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             1   23rd meeting?  



             2            I just need to get some clarification so that we can 



             3   move on.  



             4            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Why can't we just vote to send it 



             5   after we see the content on the 23rd meeting?  



             6            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  We can do that so.  



             7            So we'll go ahead, at this time we'll table this 



             8   item.  We will send a copy of the revised letter to the 



             9   Board.  Please be prepared to discuss and vote on whether or 



            10   not we're going to send a letter on the 23rd.  



            11            So with that said, moving onto agenda -- the next 



            12   agenda item, which I think may be the same situation.  I 



            13   don't want -- I'm respectful of Board members' time, I know 



            14   everybody has things to do today.  



            15            So I'll go ahead and turn it over for discussion on 



            16   this item, we can either table that to the 23rd as well, or 



            17   we can go ahead and discuss this -- and this is actually a 



            18   recommendation from staff, so.  



            19            MR. CAPLAN:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, just a quick 



            20   point, when the -- when there is an updated draft of the 



            21   letter, because it will be circulated to the full     



            22   board -- maybe, this is more for Michelle and her       



            23   team -- just to make sure that that updated letter finds its 



            24   way to the website as part of the public material so the 



            25   members of the public can review the draft as well going into 
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             1   the next Board meeting.  



             2            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Absolutely, and we'll be 



             3   posting soon, so we will get that circulated today and give 



             4   Board members enough time to review and comment, and just for 



             5   Bagley Keene purposes, the comments will go directly to 



             6   Michelle Richards, the letter will go out to the Board as a 



             7   one-way communication.  



             8            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  So let me just ask this question 



             9   because there is a motion on the floor, it was seconded:  Do 



            10   we have to move to table it officially?  



            11            I think we do for the record because it was a 



            12   motion, and it was seconded.  



            13            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes, that is correct.  Before we 



            14   moved on, I was going to bring up the point that there was a 



            15   motion on the floor and there was a second, and we never 



            16   voted on it.



            17            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Right.  



            18            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Why don't you go ahead and 



            19   make a motion to table it, Robert?  



            20            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  I'm good with that.  



            21            I'll reamend my motion, and we'll table this item 



            22   for our next public meeting until everyone gets a copy of 



            23   whatever the letter is going to look like at that time.  



            24            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  I'm not sure who seconded, but 



            25   this is Director Bagneris for a second motion to table.
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             1            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Great.  Thank you.  



             2            And then, Josh, if you could do me a favor -- I 



             3   think what we will do is table the second item as well unless 



             4   any other Board members have objection, but if you could do 



             5   some research on Dave Min's letter where he threatens legal 



             6   action against any Board members who might vote on this item.  



             7            If it is not actual law until the the governor signs 



             8   it, is there any weight to his threat, which I actually take 



             9   personal because he addressed the letter directly to me.  



            10            So if you could do that and be prepared to guide the 



            11   Board either before the 23rd or on the 23rd, that would be 



            12   wonderful.  



            13            SECRETARY RICHARDS:  And Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, 



            14   there is a motion on the floor, so we need to get the vote.



            15            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes, and, Summer        



            16   is -- Summer is going to go ahead -- 



            17            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I have a question.



            18            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  So we have a first and a 



            19   second to table this item until the next meeting, which is on 



            20   the 23rd.  



            21            Summer, can you please take roll call?  



            22            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?



            23            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.  



            24            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?  



            25            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  
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             1            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?



             2            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.  



             3            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?  



             4            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.  



             5            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Bagneris?  



             6            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.  



             7            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Aitken?  



             8            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.  



             9            SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Director Pham?  



            10            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Yes.  



            11            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Thank you.  



            12            So I'm going to go ahead, and we'll move on from 



            13   this item, but I just want to remind Board members we are 



            14   appointed by the governor to govern this property.  



            15            This is not a political thing.  We are -- regardless 



            16   of what office we might be running for or things that are 



            17   going on, we need to make sure that we're representing the 



            18   fairgrounds and its economic viability.  



            19            So please keep that in mind as we are preparing to 



            20   review the letter and send the letter to the governor.  We 



            21   are supposed to be voting as one body, so regardless of 



            22   whether something passes or nothing, it's something that the 



            23   Board as a whole adopts.  



            24            So please keep that in mind as we move to the 23rd 



            25   and reflect on the letter and discuss next steps.  
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             1            So with that said, I'm going to go ahead -- do we 



             2   need a motion to table the second item, Josh?  



             3            MR. CAPLAN:  Yes.  



             4            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia, I'm 



             5   good with tabling it, and would so move to do that.  But do 



             6   we have any public comments on the second item that we 



             7   might -- might be helpful to hear now and help us in our 



             8   deliberation later?  



             9            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Actually, Doug, I would 



            10   like to wait to have public comment on that item until the 



            11   23rd.  



            12            I would like Josh to come back to the Board, and I 



            13   also know that we have some Board members who probably have 



            14   to leave the call because they have to get back to their 



            15   work.  



            16            So I would prefer to table that until the 23rd.  



            17            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  I'm okay with that.  



            18            So I move to table it until the 23rd.



            19            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.  So can I get a 



            20   second?  



            21            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Director Bagneris, I'll 



            22   second it.  



            23            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Summer, can you take roll 



            24   call?  



            25            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Chair Rubalcava-Garcia?
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             1            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Yes.  



             2            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Vice Chair La Belle?  



             3            VICE CHAIR LA BELLE:  Yes.  



             4            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Cervantes?



             5            DIRECTOR CERVANTES:  Yes.  



             6            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Ruiz?  



             7            DIRECTOR RUIZ:  Yes.  



             8            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Bagneris?  



             9            DIRECTOR BAGNERIS:  Yes.  



            10            SECRETARY ANGUS:  Director Aitken?  



            11            DIRECTOR AITKEN:  Yes.  



            12            SECRETARY ANGUS:  And Director Pham?  



            13            DIRECTOR PHAM:  Yes.  



            14            CHAIR RUBALCAVA-GARCIA:  Perfect.  Thank you.  



            15            If all board members are okay with us skipping   



            16   Board of Director's Matter of Information, we're going to go 



            17   ahead and do that.  



            18            The next publicly noticed Board meeting is on 



            19   September 23rd, and at this time this meeting is adjourned.  



            20            



            21            (Whereupon, the meeting was adjourned.)



            22   



            23   



            24   



            25   











�





                                                                           57





             1                           CERTIFICATE 



             2                                OF 



             3                   CERTIFIED SHORTHAND REPORTER



             4                         *    *    *    *



             5   



             6   



             7   



             8             The undersigned Certified Shorthand Reporter of the 



             9   State of California does hereby certify:



            10             That the foregoing Proceeding was taken before me 



            11   at the time and place therein set forth.



            12             That the testimony and all objections made at the 



            13   time of the Proceeding were recorded stenographically by me 



            14   and were thereafter transcribed, said transcript, being true 



            15   and correct copy of the proceedings thereof. 



            16             In witness whereof, I have subscribed my name, this 



            17   date: September 22, 2021



            18   



            19   



            20   



            21   



            22                                             ____________________                   

                                                              Katherine Thomas

            23   



            24            



            25            













