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Note: CFSA performs safety inspections as a risk control service for 
its members. This is not a State mandated inspection, and advisory 
only. The inspection was performed by using visual and hands-on 
techniques. The items listed in this report represent only the 
conditions observed at the time of inspection. Failure to identify a 
defect does not constitute approval. 
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CFSA Pre-Fair Inspection  
Orange County Fair  
March 21 – 23rd, 2018 
 

Summary and Comments 
 
First and foremost, I’d like to thank the Fair and Fair staff for addressing many of the findings from last 
year’s pre-fair inspection report. As you may be aware of, much of my effort during the inspections of 
the past several years were focused on the Fairs’ many walking surfaces, parking lots and other areas 
where trip and fall hazards may exist. As a result, numerous trip/fall exposures have been detected and 
the efforts to mitigate these hazards is impressive.  I was pleased to see the quality of the corrections as 
well – many of the trip and fall related items noted in last year’s report required substantial effort to 
effectively correct. The lifting/realignment of underground utility/valve boxes, seamless patch work and 
overall quality of the repairs did not go unnoticed, and it’s clear to me that the Fair understands that 
quality repairs not only eliminate the hazard, but also provide a sustained, long term solution where less 
than quality efforts yield less than quality results and do little to reduce the hazard. Surprisingly, staff 
provided me with a corrections document this year, utilizing “before” and “after” pictures to document 
their fixes. Clearly, they take a lot of pride and satisfaction in doing their work, and I’ve personally 
commended them on their efforts. Again, thank you for all that has been done to address what is one of 
the most common causes of injury for fair patrons and staff. 
 
Regarding this year’s inspection, you’ll see in the balance of my report that trip and fall related issues 
continue to arise from my inspections, as well as a number of electrical, fire/life/safety and workplace 
safety concerns. That said, these type of findings are typical, and for an operation the size and scope of 
the Orange County Fair, I found the number of issues to be at a minimum. It should also be noted that 
the assembly buildings and many of the other ancillary structures were found to be in good working 
order, free from any observable hazards/compliance issues. 
 
In review of this year’s findings, perhaps the most concerning is the on-going issue of fall protection as it 
relates to the “muck pit” dumpster enclosure located in the Equestrian Center. Although attempts have 
been made to reduce the hazard, it’s uncertain if those efforts satisfy regulatory requirements regarding 
fall protection. For more information, refer to page 31 of this report. 
 
As you peruse this report, you’ll note recent formatting changes. Namely, a “priority code” associated 
with each item, along with a corrections page on page 35 that the fair can submit to our offices once the 
fixes have been made. Items with a “priority 1” ranking should be addressed immediately in that they 
pose a critical exposure to fair patrons and staff, or are known known as contributing factors to the fair’s 
loss history; “priority 2” rankings should be addressed as soon as possible in that they represent a 
moderate exposure and/or Code compliance issue. “Priority 3” related issues are generally compliance 
related issues that pose low risk. 
 
It’s my hope that the findings noted in this report will assist you in maintaining your facility in the 
highest order possible, consistent with the excellence that is the Orange County Fair.  
If I can be of any further assistance with following recommendations, or any other safety and health 
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me. 
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g. Equestrian Center – Roadways throughout this portion of the fairgrounds have several areas of 
deterioration which create trip and fall hazards. It should be noted that these roadways also serve as 
walking surfaces for both pedestrians and horses: 
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h. Equestrian Center:  Rubber matting used as flooring in the “picnic” area located behind the center 
office has raised edges on several of the mats: 
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18-22 Priority Code 1:  Equestrian Center - there is an on-going issue of fall protection as it relates to the 
“muck pit” dumpster enclosure located in the Equestrian Center. Since my last inspection, it’s clear that 
attempts have been made to improve the fall protection issue on both the open western side of the pit 
and on the catwalk, which is used to dump materials into dumpsters. What appears to be an in-house 
fabricated guard rail has been installed on the open side of the pit. It is unclear if the guardrail is 
designed and installed to withstand lateral forces that may be exerted upon it.  Moreover, rope has 
been installed in some of the openings of the catwalk guardrail that spans the pit to prevent personnel 
from falling into the pit.  The flooring used on the catwalk should be examined as well to ensure non-
slip/trip properties are in place. Current condition/efforts may not provide the necessary protection or 
comply with mandates relative to Cal/OSHA’s fall protection requirements. With that, CFSA 
recommends that a licensed engineer examine the configuration and provide the fair with a verification 
and/or fix that not only complies with provisions in Title 8 C.C.R., but also with applicable provisions 
within the California Building Code. This, combined with proper training on use and hazards associated 
with working in and around this structure would ensure that best practices are being applied and the 
hazard is reduced: 
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18-23 Priority Code 2: Equestrian Center - Control valves for fire sprinkler system located on north 
building exterior should be supervised with chain and lock at all times. The lock should be a “break-
away” style lock: 
 
 

 
  


