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Lauded by New York Times as the United 
States leading agri-hood, Agritopia is a 
master-planned community centered 
on preserving urban agriculture and 
integrating it into every aspect of daily 
life. This way-of-life model was adopted 
early on when Agritopia was established in 
2000 and continues to gain in popularity 
with young and old generations alike. 
The developer Joe Johnston, famous for 
preserving and breathing life into other 
historic buildings in the Town of Gilbert, 
has now unveiled plans for a new, 32-acre 
mixed-use village called Epi-Center at 
Agritopia. The new destination will be a mix 
of local, concept-driven restaurants, retail 
shops, work space and lofts on about two 
dozen lots surrounding a central square. 
Open space throughout the village will be 
filled with “cottage industries” such as 
farm production, candle making, and herb 
gardens. Several “green” design elements 
may be incorporated, such as solar panels 
and “bioswales” to collect rain water 

for irrigation and composting. The Epi-
Center will be five stories to incorporate 
vertical farming and to apply the use of 
“vernacular architecture” allowing the 
regional center to stand out from strip-mall 
shopping centers in the area. Head Farmer 
Erich Schultz says the goal is to have zero 
distribution model for the produce and 
various crops grown at the site, meaning it 
will leave in customer’s stomachs or their 
shopping bags.

Mesa, Arizona is a boundless destination surrounded by the natural Sonoran Desert beauty of Tonto National Forest and the 
communities of Gilbert, Apache Junction, and Queen Creek. This regional recreation playground boasts an assortment of lifestyle 
and leisure pursuits for visitors. In Mesa, you will find the largest arts and cultural complex in the Southwest, shopping at every 
turn, delectable locally-owned restaurants and an award-winning collection of golf courses and premier hotels. As the third largest 
city in Arizona, Mesa is a modern-day desert urban retreat, where landscapes are legendary and its deep-rooted agricultural 
heritage still shines.

#TRENDING IN TRAVEL

Agritopia Announces Epi-Center, 
Promoting Zero Distribution 
Model For Farm’s Yield

WORLD’S BEST BEER FROM MESA CITY LIMITLESS
Arizona Brewery Tours tour company has become the easiest and most popular 
way visitors to experience Arizona craft breweries. Whether you are on vacation, at a 
conference, or a long time Arizonan with a craving to experience new beer, a HOP-ON 
Arizona Brewery Tour is a great way to discover the local craft-brew scene. In Mesa, 
don’t miss Arizona Wilderness Brewery – rated best beer in the world in 2013 and 
featured in Esquire. New to the mix is Mesa’s own Beer Research Institute. Opening in 
the fall, B.R.I. will have a heavy focus on craft beer featuring Belgian-style ales with a 
more fruity flavorful taste and West Coast American style which tend to be hop forward 
and aggressive. At B.R.I. you will find culinary pairings including BBQ right from the Pork 
Shop in nearby Queen Creek and other local sources.

DAY TRIP: CHARMS  
OF WINE COUNTRY

The Windmill Winery offers 
one of the most unique special 
event settings in the region. 
Located outside Mesa in 
historic Florence, you’ll find 
the authenticity of a rural farm 
with the elegance of stone 
pathways, lush landscapes, 
and surrounding mountain 
views. The Tasting Room is 
open every Tuesday through 
Saturday from 10 am to 6 pm 
or by appointment. The wine 
room holds a rustic elegance 
which extends an invitation 
of relaxation and whimsy. 
Purchase a bottle of wine from 
their selection and enjoy it in 
surrounding gardens or lakeside.  
Those seeking nostalgia will 
find it inside their original 
Wisconsin barn or on their 
re-purposed red-brick patio. 
Not to be missed is the 
Windmill Winery’s Private 
Label Wines – top sellers 
throughout Arizona.



Sheraton Mesa Hotel will open in January 
and bring to Mesa a new, full-service four-
story 180-room hotel that will offer visitors 
the signature Starwood brand amenities 
and luxury experience. Sheraton Mesa 
Hotel will be adjacent to the $100 million, 
brand-new Cubs Park Chicago Cubs Spring 
Training Facility. When the stadium opened 
in March, all attendance records for Cactus 
League baseball were shattered. The area 
is part of the Riverview 
re-development project, 
complimenting 170 acres of 
sports facilities, recreation, 
cultural and public event 
space. Hotel guests will be 
within walking distance to 
the Mesa Riverview 250-acre 
shopping and entertainment 
complex featuring more than 
1.3 million square feet of 
retail space, and just minutes 
from Downtown Mesa, the 
Mesa Convention Center and 
the award-winning Mesa Arts 
Center. Hotel amenities will 

include two full-service restaurants, both 
indoor and outdoor bars, and two resort-
style outdoor swimming pools with unique 
water and fire features as well as amenities 
including cabanas, poolside services, 
a sundeck area and swim-up pool bar 
seating. The new hotel will also showcase 
the Starwood revolutionary health and 
fitness program, Sheraton Fitness by Core 
Performance. 

Luxury Hotel Takes Shape At The Ballpark - Jan. 2015

NEW CENTRAL HUB FOR DINING & NIGHTLIFE 
•  Heritage Marketplace is the newest dining destination in 

downtown Gilbert. This “pocket park” – opening this fall – will 
attract visitors and residents giving them access to shopping 
and new dining by Fox Restaurant Concepts, LoLo’s Chicken and 
Waffles, and Chop Shop upon completion. The area is also soon 
going to be home to Barrio Café and Snooze – the San Diego-
based breakfast eatery.

•  Postino East Wine Café The East Valley location is the most 
popular restaurant in the Upward Projects local chain. Here, 
guests can expect thirty-six unique, approachable wines paired 
with simple, delicious food prepared with local ingredients. Build 
with a thought in mind that it would be an urban space within 
a suburban area. The 2,500 square foot building incorporates 
elements from their original location along with a versatile 
layout that includes an indoor-outdoor bar, wrap-around patio, 
and a green space for events.

COMING SOON: TOPGOLF PUTS 
NEW SPIN ON THE SPORT

TopGolf is the latest experience for fans of the sport, and those 
that just want to play.  This 65,000-square-foot facility offers 
a “Top Golf” experience for all through advanced technology. 
Players can comfortably hit golf balls containing computer microchips that 
track each shot’s accuracy and distance while being awarded points for 
hitting targets on the outfield. This high-end sports venue will boast 2,900 
square feet of private event space and 102 climate-controlled hitting bays. 
Players will additionally enjoy an extensive food and beverage menu paired 
with more than 230 high-definition flat-screen TVs.

FAST FACTS

Number of visitors:  
2.1 million annually

Population:  
462,821 (2013 Estimate)

Population rank:  
Third in Arizona, 38th  
largest city in the U.S.

Size:  
128 square miles, located  
15 miles east of Phoenix

Elevation:  
1,241 feet above sea level

Sunshine:  
More than 325 days of sunshine 
each year – more annual days of 
sunshine than either San Diego  
or Miami Beach

Resorts and hotels:  
60+ hotels, resorts  
with 5,000+ rooms

Golf courses:  
40 in Mesa; 200+  
in Phoenix area

Restaurants:  
900+

Outdoor Recreation:  
55 parks, 13 public pools, miles of 
trails for hiking & biking

Resident median age:  
32 years median age
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MORE ON MESA CITY LIMITLESS

Mesa, Arizona is neighbors to the Tonto National Forest and visitors to this desert 
oasis take advantage of being incredibly close to one of the nation’s largest 
playgrounds. Tonto is the fifth largest forest in the United States and one of the 
most-visited “urban” forests in the country. There are three lakes and two rivers 
just outside of Mesa that allow for desert boating, paddle boarding, kayaking and 
water skiing. These tucked away canyons, raging rivers and expansive lakes are all 
surrounding by breathtaking mountain ranges. Mesa has miles of shoreline and miles 
of trails that set the stage for back-country wilderness trips with expert outfitters 
serving as guides. Visitors can choose their own adventure such as paragliding in 
our parks, climbing up the cliff faces of the Superstition Mountains, or hiking to the 
Wind Cave set high atop Usery Mountain.

Just east of Mesa, farmers 
are smiling for the camera. 
Featured in a documentary 
titled The Grain Divide, 
Farmer Erich Schultz at 
Agritopia is getting attention 
for growing ancient grain. 
These heirloom grains – including white 
Sonora, red fife and kamut – are grown 
using certified organic methods with 
minimal equipment use to sow and harvest 
the yield. Some have said that the heirloom 

grains are better for digestion, 
especially for those with 
gluten sensitivities. The non-
modified wheat berries are 
sold at the 24-hour Farmstand 
at Agritopia and this fall’s 
harvest will be incorporated 

into the breads served at Joe’s Farm Grill. 
The Grain Divide is a documentary film that 
explores current issues related to grain 
production across the country and will 
debut at the end of 2014.

Just down the road in Queen Creek, guests can make 
reservations for an exquisite dining experience at Schnepf 
Farms, a fourth generation family farm and the largest 
organic peach grower in the Arizona. Schnepf Farms hosts 
their Dinners Down the Orchard program in the “middle of 
our peach orchard” on their 300 acre farm. Offered a handful 
of times a year, each one is hosted by a notable Valley chef 
and features the culinary bounty of the season. Dinners are 
farm casual and include numerous courses paired with wine 
and served under at sunset and under the stars.

CHOOSE YOUR OWN ADVENTURE:

HERITAGE GRAINS WILL SOON CAPTURE HOLLYWOOD

DINNERS DOWN THE PEACH ORCHARD 

2014-2015 
MEDIA TOURS

Breweries & Bicycles: Desert 
Adventures on Two Wheels 
September 24-28, 2014

A Bountiful Harvest featuring 
Outstanding in the Field 
Oct. 18-22, 2014

Desert Detox: A Destination  
Meant for Sharing 
January 7-11, 2015

Play Ball! Baseball in America 
March 2015

Mesa Cowboy Culture: Roots N’ Boots 
March 5-8, 2015

@VisitMesaPR  #MesaCityLimitless

Queen Creek Olive Mill is 
Arizona’s only family-owned 
and operated working olive 
mill and farm where olives are 
grown and pressed for the 
production of high quality extra 
virgin olive oil. Grown at the 
base of the San Tan Mountains, 
an area known for its fertile soil, 
this flood plain region is famous 

for its high quality fruits and 
vegetables. The combination of 
long sunny days and cool desert 
nights provide the ideal growing 
conditions for the trees. After a 
tour and complimentary tasting 
of oils, olives and tapenades, 
guests are invited to dine at 
del Piero – the mill’s Tuscan-
inspired eatery. 

OLIVE GROVE, MILL & TASTING 

The City of Mesa opened the newest and 
largest Major League Baseball spring 
training stadium this year, Cubs Park. Every 
March, fans from all over the country flock 
to Mesa to watch their beloved Chicago 
Cubs warm up for summer. On average, 
Cubs Park hosts 14,000+ fans per game. 
Many iconic features from Chicago were 
added to the stadium to mirror Wrigley 
Field, even its culinary experience. Within 
the stadium, fans can walk around to 
local food trucks and find Chicago-style 
hotdogs and deep dish pizza at every 
turn. Adjacent to Cubs Park is the popular 
Riverview Park, an $8 million city park that 
has visitors talking. The biggest attraction 
here is the world’s tallest rope climbing 
tower that stretches 50 feet into the air. A 
75-foot zip line and splash pad complete 
the park’s playground amenities. Mesa’s 
Hohokam Stadium will welcome back the 
Oakland Athletics in February 2015. The 
renovated stadium will have new seating, a 
state-of-the art scoreboard and remodeled 
clubhouse. Additional amenities for fans to 
enjoy will be a kids’ zone and party decks. 

BASEBALL IN THE DESERT


