
Visit Mesa offers support to local and domestic travel and lifestyle editors, 
freelance writers, bloggers, photographers, and social media influencers 
visiting Arizona on assignment. Visit Mesa will curate individual press trips 
elevating awareness of the destination experiences and offerings included in 
this document. 
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2021/2022 Media Tour Activities  
& Story Ideas



N A T I V E  N E I G H B O R S : 
C O N N E C T I O N S  &  C O M M U N I T Y  
I N  T H E  S O N O R A N  D E S E R T

Visit Mesa is partnering with The Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community (SRPMIC), one of 
Arizona’s sovereign tribes, to showcase the culture 
and connections in this dynamic region. Experiences 
may include the history of the Apache Trail and the 
legends found in the Superstition Wilderness with 
activities planned at the 1880s Goldfield Ghost Town. 
Visitors will spend a morning traveling back in time 
at Mesa Grande Cultural Park, the ancient Hohokam 
platform mound dated between AD 1100 and 1450. 
The mound was the public and ceremonial center of 
the largest Hohokam villages in the Salt River Valley. 
And, we will feature two days exploring the Salt River 
Indian Community and hear the stories that inspired 
art in the region at a Meet and Greet with a local 
Native American artist. 

E AT  T H E  R A I N B O W:  
N E W  C U L I N A R Y  D I S C O V E R I E S  
O N  T H E  F R E S H  F O O D I E  T R A I L®

Budget Travel magazine named Arizona’s Fresh Foodie Trail® “a gourmet oasis in 
the Arizona desert you have to taste to believe” and a “culinary motherlode just 
outside Phoenix.” Food, wine and travel writers and influencers are invited to meet 
Arizona farmers and participate in epicurean experiences, such as pasta making 
with ancient grains at Hayden Flour Mills, ice cream tasting and cheese making at 
Superstition Farm, harvesting cold-pressed extra-virgin olive oils at Queen Creek 
Olive Mill, and participating in clean-eating cooking classes at True Garden Urban 
Farm. Discover Arizona’s definition of BBQ at Jalapeño Buck’s, where homemade 
salsas and sauces are made from scratch. This tour will also feature The Cozy Peach 
glamping experience at Schnepf Farms and a guided tour on bio-intensive growing 
at Steadfast Farms at Eastmark. Plan for an immersive tour of Agritopia, the nation’s 
leading agri-hood, and their new vertical development, Epicenter at Agritopia, 
currently under construction.



M I N D  O V E R  M AT T E R : 
S O N O R A N  D E S E R T  R E S E T 

Arizona has long been known for its healing 
and restorative properties. Immerse yourself 
into the warm winter promise of the Sonoran 
Desert and get ready to be recharged just 
in time for the new year ahead. This press 
tour will highlight how to heal from within 
with a focus on the wellness offerings along 
the Fresh Foodie Trail® including health and 
beauty lessons at the Queen Creek Olive 
Mill’s olive spa, beyond organic produce at 
True Garden Urban Farm, and explore Arizona 
wines at Agritopia. This tour will also include 
an outing with Meaning in Motion inside 
Mesa’s own Usery Mountain Regional Park.

A D V E N T U R E  I S  C A L L I N G :  
E X P L O R I N G  M E S A’ S  T R A I L S  A N D  T R E A S U R E S

Before sunrise and after sunset, along the waters of the Tonto National Forest 
on Mesa’s northern border visitors can catch a glimpse of Arizona’s wild horse 
population. This tour will include this incredible experience, along with many other 
iconic offerings exclusive to the Grand Canyon State. Visit Mesa can arrange all types 
of adventures including a hot-air balloon float at sunrise, a guided Segway voyage 
across the protected desert landscape of the Fort McDowell Yavapai Reservation 
and a guided hike along the Hieroglyphic Trail in the Superstition Wilderness, where 
visitors will find ancient petroglyphs etched into granite boulders. Guests will also 
journey along the cactus-studded trails inside Usery Mountain Regional Park on 
mountain bikes and learn about Arizona’s indigenous flora and fauna.



W I N E  & R O S E S
V I N TA G E  G L A M P I N G

Spring is eternal. The setting for this tour is Schnepf 
Farms, a 300-acre organic peach farm that now 
offers glamping in 1950s-era auto trailers. Overnight 
glamping can be paired with farm activities such as 
seasonal u-pick flowers and produce, bike rentals, 
and in-the-kitchen baking demos at the Fresh From 
the Farm Bakery. Take a road trip to the nearby 
Windmill Winery for Arizona wine tasting and big red 
barnyard fun, meet the winemaker at Garage-East 
located inside Arizona’s craftsman collective, get 
creative with ‘claycation’ art studio class and stare 
into Arizona’s renowned dark skies with a guided 
astronomy course. Don’t miss  the Southwest’s 
largest rose garden blooming with more than 9,000 
bushes. Celebrate the national flower and learn about 
this All-American-Rose-Selection test garden site.

P E T-F R I E N D LY  P L AY D AT E S 
I N  C I T Y  L I M I T L E S S ®

Visit Mesa is ready to host Fido and Fifi to a memorable playdate in the Southwest. 
If your pooch has a fan club and a penchant for travel just like you, let us know. 
Visit Mesa is interested in supporting pet travel and accommodation in Mesa for 
social media pets and their owners. Pet-friendly hotel stays at our newly-renovated 
hotels, doggie fun at our collection of bark parks featuring lakes, agility courses 
and runs, yappy hour on the patio at our sidewalk cafes and breweries and pet-
friendly desert trails are all part of the four-legged fun! Inquire about media 
support offered for social media influencers who manage pet accounts and are 
interested in the pet-friendly travel promotion of Mesa, Arizona.



CON TAC T S:  

Michelle Streeter  
Vice President, Communications 
480-682-3638 
Michelle@VisitMesa.com

Jen Ortega 
360ViewPR 
jen@360viewpr.com

Priority will be given to travel writers with advance, confirmed assignments and influencers 
with agreed-upon parameters for social coverage and posts covering Mesa, Arizona and 
our regional experiences. Media-rates are available for all tours upon request. Listed 
media, themes, and dates may change and all proposed activities are subject to availability. 
Participation is not guaranteed. Due to COVID-19 restrictions, all activities are subject to 
change at any time. Visit Mesa will work with the writer on supplemental story angles and 
alternate experiences. All in-bound clients must complete and sign a Media Assessment Form 
and Travel Liability Waiver prior to arrival in Mesa, Arizona.

A U T I S M  FA M I LY  T R AV E L  P R E S S  T R I P S 

In November 2019, Mesa, Arizona was named the first autism-
certified city in the United States declared by the
International Board of Credentialing and Continuing Education
Standards (IBCCES). Mesa’s hospitality community is committed
and ready to serve this growing market of jetsetters. Visit Mesa’s

Communications team welcomes travel media on assignment to come and 
experience our offerings firsthand related to the ASD traveler, their needs and 
how our community is ready to provide a memorable vacation in the Sonoran 
Desert. Tours will highlight exclusive Visit Mesa programming developed for 
families traveling with children, teens or young adults on the spectrum and feature 
our autism-certified businesses including hotels, attractions, all Mesa parks and 
venues, all City of Mesa museums and more. Learn more at Autismtravelaz.com.

C Y C L E  C I T Y  

Mesa has long been recognized as a cycle city with miles and miles of dedicated 
bike lanes – more than 600! In fact, the city made Forbes Best Cities for Bikers list 
recognizing our bike-friendly community. Experience all the ways to explore the city 
on wheels. Activities may include a guided mountain biking tour inside the Tonto 
National Forest, a tour across the desert floor on a Segway, and off-road four-wheel 
fun chasing Arizona’s sunsets. Pedal your way through Downtown Mesa and hunt for 
murals and experience the bike sharing service that lines the Metro Light Rail path. 
The gorgeous ride down the bank of the Salt River is lined with tunnels and the area’s 
newest collection of public permanent art installations.



CHECK OUT WHAT’S HAPPENING IN

2021/2022
Downtown mesa

COMING SOON: CHECK OUT MESA’S NEW  
URBAN NEIGHBORHOOD, THE GRID

A new urban ‘neighborhood’ is making its way to downtown Mesa. This mid-rise building called 
The GRID will bring residential opportunities and specialized commercial development to the city. 
Palladium Enterprises is the developer of the project that will completely reform the east entrance 
of Main Street at Mesa Drive. Ground floor dining and retail spaces will feature glass walls and 
roll-up doors to allow businesses to open onto the streetscape of the city’s popular Main Street. 
Covering 3.3 acres, The GRID will house 96 sky apartments, 15 rowhomes and 75 urban flats 
(micro-units). Lifestyle options include urban resident lounges, fitness centers, luxurious garden 
courtyards and an assortment of refined public amenities. The GRID will accommodate students 
as new educational opportunities rise in Mesa with the opening of the ASU @ Mesa City Center 
campus. The upcoming renovation of Benedictine University’s downtown campus will also spark 
the school’s new partnership with Co+HOOTS. Their new coworking space in Mesa plans to open  
in fall 2021. Updates and renderings available at thegridinmesa.com. 

JUST COMPLETED: The Grove on Main 
Live the metropolitan lifestyle at The Grove on Main. The newly constructed apartment facility 
offers modern-day living for 243 multi-family units with 8,000 square feet of retail space. The major 
remodel started in 2018 and recently finished in Spring of 2021. The vision was to create a vibrant 
residential neighborhood using diverse unit sizes, comfortably scaled buildings and landscaped 
streets and gardens. The Grove on Main is adjacent to the METRO Light Rail and brings a new 
upscale living element to Mesa’s downtown and overlooks the newly enhanced Pioneer Park and 
the Mesa Temple, nearing the end of a multi-year renovation project. Peek inside the stunning 
interior spaces at thegroveonmain.com. 

B.R.I. Beer Research Institute plans 
to open first OLD SCHOOL arcade bar 
The Beer Research institute, or B.R.I. for short, is opening an old school arcade and taproom in 
downtown that is slated to open this July. The 4,000-square-foot brick building on Main Street will 
house the area’s first arcade bar. The space will be accented by 30-year-old school, classic arcade 
games and a variety of pinball machines. It is game-on in the taproom as B.R.I., plans an expansion 
of their brewery. The bar plans on featuring 15 varieties of Belgian style and West Coast American 
style beer, including their popular 480G IPA, winning a score of 89 from The Beer Advocate. For 
updates and more visit thebeerresearchinstitute.com. 

PEDAL HAUS BREWERY DEVELOPING  
MESA’S FIRST DOWNTOWN BIERGARTEN

Keep an eye out for a new biergarten to open in downtown later this year. The Tempe-based 
Pedal Haus Brewery will bring new nightlife opportunities to Mesa with an indoor and outdoor 
bar, a 6,000-square-foot dog-friendly patio, fire pits, and a stage for live music. The locally owned 



brewpub will feature handcrafted European-style beers and a Belgian-American gastropub menu 
with signature dishes such as smoked wings, Bavarian pretzels with beer cheese and maple butter, 
bratwursts, and burgers. Updates can be found online at pedalhausbrewery.com.  

Mesa’s DOWTOWN DRAG adds new flavors  
on Main Street

The vibrant and upbeat atmosphere in downtown continues to grow with new dining options 
expanding along Main Street. From restaurants to breweries, boutiques, vintage shops, bookstores, 
and cafes – the collection of old and new converges here in downtown. Diners can enjoy Latin-
American dishes from Que Chevre to the popular local flavors of Chihuahua at Tacos Chiwas, a 
family-owned taco shop that excels in the preparation of Mexican dishes that have been passed 
down through generations. Flavor fanatics can also find amazing BBQ, craft brews and wine, at 
the area’s first BBQ joint, Herb ‘n’ Smoke. Need a coffee break? Jarrod’s Coffee, Tea & Gallery’s 
innovative concept of a coffeehouse and vibrant art space is located right in the heart of Main 
Street. The coffeehouse showcases local art and vintage jewelry while serving up delicious drinks’ 
and expanded to include Sugarloaf, a new vegan bakery. Another exciting addition to Main Street, 
takes the form of a community grocer that showcases Arizona purveyors. Main Street Harvest brings 
some of the best local farmers and bakers together in the Phoenix Metro area. Opening soon, is 
PROOF Bread which serves an assortment of sourdough breads, croissants, and pastries. The area 
is continuing to provide locals and visitors with the ultimate local dining experiences in a charming 
historic neighborhood. For more updates on what is happening in Downtown Mesa, downtownmesa.
com; and visitmesa.com. 

 
DOWNTOWN MESA soon home to  
state-of-the-art Arizona State University 
campus dedicated to the Arts

Mesa is already home to the largest arts and cultural campus in the Southwest, the internationally 
recognized Mesa Arts Center, but soon joining the city’s downtown landscape is the new ASU @ Mesa 
City Center. The nearly $75 million development will offer educational programs from the Herberger 
Institute for Design and the Arts with courses on digital and sensory technology, experiential design, 
gaming, media arts, and film production at the Sidney Poitier New American Film School. This three-
story, 118,000-square-foot epicenter for the creative class will redefine Mesa’s city core and has 
already sparked new development up and down Main Street. Features of the campus include a large 
exhibition gallery, screening theaters, production studios, a fabrication lab and a cafe that will be 
open to the public. The campus spaces are designed for collaborations with community and industry. 
Close to 800 students are expected in Spring 2022. The Plaza @ Mesa City Center is a two-acre 
gathering place, located just south of the ASU building, with a large open community space, water 
features and seasonal ice rink. The project team includes Holly Street Studio (Heard Museum) and 
Bohlin Cywinski Jackson (Disney’s Creative Campus) as the design team of architects and planners 
as well as DPR Construction (Pixar Animation Studio) as the Construction Manager at Risk for the 
project. For renderings and live campus construction updates visit mesaaz.gov/business/downtown-
transformation/invest-in-downtown/asu-mesa-city-center?locale=en.

MEDIA CONTACT:

Michelle Streeter, Visit Mesa 
Sr. Vice President, Communications and Partner Relations 
480-682-3638 | Michelle@VisitMesa.com 
@VisitMesa | #VisitMesa | VisitMesa.com/media
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