
OFFICIAL VISITORS GUIDE

MESA LIFE VISITORS GUIDE is the official 
publication of Visit Mesa and serves  
as its primary destination marketing  
piece. The 2024 Mesa Life Visitors Guide  
provides extensive information on Mesa, 
Queen Creek, Apache Trail and Tonto 
National Forest.
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WANT TO DISCOVER EVEN MORE 
THINGS TO DO IN MESA?
Check out our blog for the latest news  
and updates from Mesa City Limitless®.

MESA MOMENTS  
IN 2023

Picture yourself here. 

Sonoran Desert landscapes, unparalleled 

access to rivers, lakes, and mountains, miles 

and miles of cactus-studded trails, and 

endless choices to eat, drink and well, be 

yourself – all within minutes of one of the 

most energizing and electric downtowns in 

the Valley of the Sun. It’s time to make a new 

list of #MesaMemories in City Limitless®. 

Go paddleboarding  
on the Salt River

Head out on horseback at  
Saguaro Lake Guest Ranch

Explore the wild, wild west  
at Goldfield Ghost Town

Take the perfect selfie with  
the Downtown Mesa murals

Hike the iconic Superstition Mountains  
at Lost Dutchman State Park

Be chef for the day soaking up culinary 
education on the Fresh Foodie Trail®

Take a 90-minute cruise  
on the Dolly Steamboat

Order a slice, a scoop, and then get ready 
for entertainment at Organ Stop Pizza

Step back in time at the Arizona  
Museum of Natural History

Find adventure at your fingertips  
with the Adventure Explorer Passport
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Catch a fly ball during Major League  
Baseball Spring Training 0403
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Shop for all the looks, both new  
and vintage, along Main Street

Spend the day in the Tuscan-inspired  
olive groves at Queen Creek Olive Mill 

Introduce your kids to interactive  
learning at the i.d.e.a. Museum

Score points and plan your own pub crawl  
on the City Limitless® Beers and Brews Tour

Glamp in a vintage trailer at the  
Cozy Peach at Schnepf Farms

Practice your downward dog at  
AZ Goat Yoga and say ‘baaa’

Cool off and catch some rays  
at splash pads in Mesa’s many parks

Soar the zipline at Bell Bank Park  
powered by Legacy Sports USA

Drive the winding roads of historic State 
Route 88, the legendary Apache Trail

Sing along to your favorite songs  
with The Duttons
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Explore Arizona’s aviation history at the  
Arizona Commemorative Air Force Museum1615
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Eat your heart out in the Asian District  
and feast on all the flavors12
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S U S TA I N A B L E  TO U R I S M 

MESA OFFERS ECO-CONSCIOUS  
TRAVELERS A PATH FOR CREATING  
A PLANET-FRIENDLY ITINERARY
By Sally J . Clasen

If you love to travel, but want your 
journey to respect the planet, pack 
your eco-conscious mindset and 
recycled bags and head to Mesa. 
Traveling doesn’t mean you have to 
compromise your commitment to 
minimizing your carbon footprint – 
especially in Mesa, where it’s possible 
to follow an earth-friendly, sustainable 
path during your stay. Here, you can 
explore diverse sights and attractions, 
and participate in countless activities 
that strive to do no harm with an 
ecologically-sound itinerary that still 
offers a memorable tourist experience.

One of the easiest ways to protect 
the environment as a traveler is to 
get outside and engage in responsible 
tourism that helps keep the natural 
beauty of our destination intact and 
promote environmental stewardship of 
the land.

In Mesa, visitors can leave a positive 
mark by combining outdoor fitness in 
the Sonoran Desert with ecological 
awareness through “plogging” events 
hosted by Sarah Williams with Plogging 
Arizona. Plogging is a Swedish fitness 
craze that incorporates jogging with 
trash removal and litter pickup to 
benefit both individuals and the 
earth. Sarah leads the tours that give 
individuals the opportunity to combine 
exercise and reduce the effects of 
pollution in one adventure, helping 

THE WILD SIDE
Before sunrise and after sunset, along the waters of the 
Tonto National Forest, and into the adjacent Salt River 
Pima-Maricopa Indian Reservation, visitors have a pretty 
good chance at catching a glimpse of Arizona’s wild horse 
population. There are as many as 500 of these magnificent 
animals roaming the water’s edge on the Lower Salt River 
and the shoreline around Saguaro Lake. Their enigmatic 
presence is a common sight when visitors are kayaking, 
paddleboarding, or tubing down the river, as the horses 
emerge from the surrounding desert forest to cool off in the 
water and graze on the underwater foliage. According to 
historical records, the horses have been living on the Salt 
River reservation before the National Forest was created in 
the early 1900s. If you are lucky enough to spot a horse or 
herd when you visit Mesa, remember to be respectful of their 
space and natural habitat. Snap the code to learn more.

clean up outdoor recreation and 
wilderness areas, as well as revitalizing 
natural spaces through replanting 
projects across Arizona. 

Another way to be green is attending 
Natural Restorations clean up events 
to reduce unsightly and harmful 
litter pollution by hosting mass 
clean up efforts that incorporate 
trash pickup along the Lower Salt 
River, and neighboring hills and 
pathways of the Tonto National Forest 
throughout the year. This is on top of 
their regular mission to beautify the 
desert surroundings. Their incredible 
transformations can be seen on their 
social media channels. 

In addition, visitors can volunteer 
for community cleanup events and 
maintenance of public land hosted 
by Keep Nature Wild, a Mesa-based 
outdoor apparel and accessory 
company that gives travelers a chance 
to become Wild Keeper Ambassadors 
and participate in earth-friendly 
activities and help keep the Southwest 
in pristine shape for the next travelers 
who follow. With every online purchase, 
guests join a community of passionate 
outdoor lovers – many based in Arizona 
- that are dedicated to cleaning up the 
planet.

You also can become one with 
nature – and be reminded about the 
importance of protecting our natural 

surroundings – at the Usery Mountain 
Nature Center. Located in the Usery 
Mountain Regional Park in Mesa – 
which has 29 miles of trails for hiking, 
mountain biking, and horseback riding 
– the educational center helps visitors 
learn more about stewardship and 
preservation in the area. Classes range 
from edible tours of the desert to 
scorpion hunts and weekly walks with 
volunteers sharing education about the 
flora and fauna unique to the region. 
Birders especially love joining the 
winter count and the park hosts regular 
birding meet ups and hikes along their 
desert wash trails – be on the lookout 
for hummingbird sightings. 

The parks system is a member of 
the Leave No Trace initiative that 
provides research and education about 
how to enjoy the desert responsibly. 
Besides being a valuable resource to 
better understand the ecosystem and 
critters that call the Sonoran Desert 
their home, the nature center itself 
is an example of renewable building 
sustainability with 20-inch-thick 
masonry walls, essential skylights, 
solar panels, and a rooftop garden to 
insulate the building and reduce storm 
water runoff. 

Travelers also can spot the true force 
of nature – and need to protect natural 
habitats for future generations – by 
observing wild horses on the Lower 

Salt River in the Tonto National Forest and along the 
shoreline of Saguaro Lake in Mesa. Approximately 500 of 
the majestic, four-legged animals make their home in this 
area and have roamed the edges of the water for more than 
a century, delighting visitors who may happen to see them 
while kayaking, paddleboarding, and exploring the desert 
environment. 

The wild horses are observed by the Salt River Wild 
Horse Management Group, a nonprofit dedicated to their 
preservation and ensuring the free-roaming horses remain 
wild and safe. Besides getting a chance to witness the rare 
horses as they feed and drink along the water, visitors can 
sponsor a rescued horse which has been injured. The best 
views can be enjoyed at sunrise or sunset, but use caution 
and watch from a distance. 

Whether you clean up litter, visit farms and gardens that 
support community growing efforts and sustainable methods, 
watch wild horses frolic in the sun, buy locally made bread, 
or learn how critical bees are to our planet’s longevity 
and ability to coexist, Mesa offers visitor endless ways to 
create lasting travel memories that are earth friendly. We 
welcome you to explore and enjoy every inch of our city with 
environmental purpose, while making decisions that lessen 
the impact to our surroundings during your trip, so it remains 
a sustainable destination for those who follow.  

Usery Mountain Regional Park

Keep Nature Wild

Natural Restorations

USDA TONTO NATIONAL 
FOREST SERVICE
As the fifth largest forest in the United States, the 
Tonto National Forest is one of the most-visited 
“urban” forests in the U.S. The Tonto National Forest 
Service oversees all the Mesa area lakes and 
the Lower Salt and Verde rivers as well as many 
streams in the area. A Tonto Pass, a daily (24-hour) 
recreation pass for visitors, is required for more 
than 50 recreation sites within the Tonto National 
Forest. The Pass must be displayed on the vehicle 
rear-view mirror. The passes sell for $8 per vehicle 
plus a watercraft use fee of $4 per watercraft. 
Passes are available at 200 locations in the Mesa 
area including nearby convenience stores, kiosks at 
select recreation sites, online, and by mail. Many of 
the area businesses operate under special permit 
from the Forest Service.

FOR UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION ON VISITING  
THE TONTO NATIONAL FOREST CALL  
480-610-3300 OR VISIT FS.USDA.GOV/TONTO
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Visitor spending reached $28.1 
billion in 2022, which translates 
into $77 million spent every  
single day across Arizona.* 

T H E  P O W E R  O F 

travel

IN 2022 TO REACH $710M A GROWTH OF 5% YOY

VISITOR SPENDING INCREASED  VISITATION INCREASED TO

17%
YEAR OVER YEAR 

4.3 M
VISITORS

*Tourism Economics, 2023

TRIPS TO MESA ARE UP!
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Survey conducted by Bentley University’s Center for Marketing Technology and commissioned by 
 the International Association of Visitor Information Providers, May 2019.

TOURISTS STILL VALUE PRINTED BROCHURES  
AND TAKE ACTION BASED ON WHAT THEY READ.

Though technology has drastically changed  
how we travel, one thing remains the same:

85% OF VISITORS 
are aware of an attraction or business  
as a result of picking up a brochure.

61% OF VISITORS 
plan to purchase tickets or merchandise 

they learned about from a brochure.



TARGETED PRINT & 
DIGITAL DISTRIBUTION

ONLINE VIEWING AND DOWNLOAD  
AT VISITMESA.COM

RESPONSIVE AND ACCESSIBLE DESIGN FOR 
OPTIMAL VIEWING ON MOBILE DEVICES  

INCLUDING TABLETS AND SMARTPHONES.

THE EAST VALLEY’S PRIMARY 
DESTINATION MARKETING 
PUBLICATION PROMOTING QUEEN 
CREEK, APACHE TRAIL, TONTO 
NATIONAL FOREST AND MESA.

VisitMesa.com

QUANTITY & EXPOSURE

• �The Visitors Guide is direct-mailed in 
response to inquiries generated by 
advertising, public relations, sales efforts and 
social media, to consumers, tour operators, 
travel agents, meeting planners, tournament 
hosts and travel writers

• �Available at the Visit Mesa Visitor 
Information Center 

• �Available at Phoenix Sky Harbor Airport, 
Phoenix-Mesa Gateway Airport and Falcon 
Field Airport, the third-busiest general 
aviation airport in the country

• Distributed to Area Hotels and RV Parks

• �The Official Visitors Guide is available 
at statewide Tourism Offices, Chambers 
of Commerce, Visitor Centers and select 
museums and attractions

• �3 referrals were forwarded to advertisers 
during FY23

• �14,000 referrals went to partner websites 
from VisitMesa.com

30,000 GUIDES / 1.9 MILLION ANNUAL WEBSITE VISITS / 2.6 MILLION PAGE VIEWS

The official Mesa Life Visitors
Guide has highly effective and
strategic distribution channels, 
with immediate digital access 
while on-the-go.
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VISITORS GUIDE ADVERTISING RATES VISITORS GUIDE ADDED VALUE

SPACE RESERVATIONS
 Director, Destination Experience 

 diva@visitmesa.com 

O: 480.682.3660 C: 415.828.8394

1 N. MacDonald Suite 212, Mesa, AZ 85201

SIGN UP NOW! SPACE IS LIMITED

2024 OFFICIAL
VISITORS GUIDE

ADVERTISING RATES

SPACE DEADLINE:
October 13, 2023

MATERIALS DEADLINE:
October 27, 2023

PUBLISH:
January 2024

SIZE RATE WIDTH X HEIGHT

1/6 Page $1,250 2.1875”W x 4.875”H

1/3 Page V $2,200 2.1875”W x 10”H

1/3 Page H $2,200 4.5625”W x 4.875”H

1/2 Page $3,100 7”W x 4.875”H

Full Page $4,150 8.375”W x 10.875”H

Inside cover/
Inside back cover $4,650 8.375”w x 10.875”h

All full page ads/covers need .125” bleed on all four sides.

WEBSITE

• �Ads can be viewed when the online guide is 
opened or downloaded. Digital links to the 
advertiser’s website listing on VisitMesa.com 
are provided, giving the reader the option to 
visit the advertiser’s site directly or contact 
the advertiser by email.

ENHANCED LISTING

• ���All advertisers receive an enhanced listing in 
the printed and online versions of the Visitors 
Guide in the appropriate section.

ADDITIONAL ONLINE EXPOSURE

• Advertisers will receive a website listing on 		
	 VisitMesa.com. Listings are also accessed 		
	 on the digital concierge kiosk located at the 	
	 Mesa Visitors Center in Downtown Mesa.

EDITORIAL & PHOTOGRAPHY

• �Whenever appropriate, every effort is made to 
include information on advertisers through the 
use of editorial and photography.
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