
 

 

  
 

 

 

ImaginAb Announces new Clinical Trial at Hull University Teaching Hospitals 
NHS Trust to Investigate CD8 ImmunoPET in Patients with Renal Cancer and 

Malignant Melanoma 
 

Los Angeles, California, USA, December 6th, 2022 – ImaginAb Inc., a global 

biotechnology company focused on developing 89Zr crefmirlimab berdoxam (CD8 

ImmunoPET™) imaging agent and radiopharmaceutical therapy (RPT) products, today 

announces the start of a Phase II clinical trial at Hull University Teaching Hospitals NHS 

Trust in the UK. The trial, named PRETZCEL, will investigate ImaginAb’s investigational 

CD8 ImmunoPET agent in patients with Melanoma or Renal Cell Carcinoma.  

CD8 ImmunoPET is a modified radioactive minibody developed as a first-in-class imaging 

agent, designed to bind to CD8+ T cells. CD8+ T cells play a key role in the body’s 

immune defence against a variety of diseases including certain cancers. CD8 

ImmunoPET aims to provide target-specific imaging with the potential to predict, inform, 

monitor and enable treatment of cancers. Detection of CD8+ T cells reliably indicates if, 

when and where in the human body an immune response is mounted against cancer 

cells. 

The trial’s lead investigator is Dr. Azeem Saleem, Reader in Clinical Oncology at Hull 

York Medical School at the University of Hull, Honorary Consultant at Hull University 

Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust, and Clinical Lead for the Hull Molecular Imaging Centres 

(HuMIC). Trial set-up, data management and regulatory oversight are being provided by 

the Hull Health Trials Unit (HHTU) at the University of Hull. The trial will enroll a total of 

12 patients with Melanoma or Renal Cell Carcinoma, where immuno-oncology therapies 

are approved. Participants will receive the imaging agent twice, followed by a PET-CT 

scan after each injection. The aim of the trial is to investigate the reproducibility of CD8 

ImmunoPET and metabolism analysis of the tracer. The trial is being undertaken as part 

of ImaginAb’s clinical strategy to seek regulatory approval of CD8 ImmunoPET as well as 

to support current and future immuno-oncology clinical trials by its Pharma and Biotech 

partners.  

Commenting on the trial, Ian Wilson, Chief Executive Officer of ImaginAb, said: 

“We are delighted to be working on this important trial with the Hull Molecular Imaging 

Centre team at the Hull York Medical School and the Hull Health Trials Unit – both at the 

University of Hull and Hull University Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust, which further 

demonstrates ImaginAb’s commitment to the development of CD8 ImmunoPET imaging 
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to improve patient outcomes. By working with this new clinical site, we will be gathering 

additional data to support our clinical development pathway as we continue to work 

towards our goals of primarily, achieving FDA approval, followed by approval across 

multiple geographies.” 

Professor Paul Hagan, Dean of the Faculty of Health Sciences at the University of 

Hull added: 

“The University of Hull is focused on improving the health experiences and outcomes of 

people in our region and beyond. This trial aims to support clinicians and researchers to 

discover and advance improvements in diagnosis, treatment, and care of patients with 

renal cancer and malignant melanoma. The trial will bring together clinicians and 

scientists at the Hull York Medical School, the University of Hull and the Hull University 

Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust – drawing on their clinical research capabilities, expertise 

and facilities which include the Hull Health Trials Unit (HHTU) and the Hull Molecular 

Imaging Centres (HuMIC), a > £15 million investment by the Daisy Charity Appeal 

together with the University of Hull and the Hull University Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust,, 

developed to support radiotracer discovery and translational imaging at Hull.   

Trials such as this aim to demonstrate the capability of ImaginAb’s novel imaging agent 

to provide less intrusive readouts of immune cell trafficking in the body and have the 

potential to transform the care of patients while matching the right treatment to the right 

patient.” 

Professor Makani Purva, Chief Medical Officer for Hull University Teaching 

Hospitals NHS Trust said: 

“Hull is quite rightly forging a real name and a reputation for itself as a leader in medical 

research and clinical trials. The start of the PRETZCEL trial marks another important step 

forward for our clinicians, our academics and ImaginAb working together, exploring the 

delivery of innovative, tailored care for people with cancer. 

Taking part in trials like this could be of huge significance to patients treated locally and 

around the world, and we are excited to be leading the way here in East Yorkshire.”  

Professor Nick Stafford OBE, Chairman of the Daisy Appeal Charity said: 

“Over the last twelve years the Daisy Appeal Charity has raised more than £12 million for 

investments in PET-CT infrastructure in Hull and East Yorkshire. Bringing together the 

local NHS and the University has helped to create a comprehensive molecular imaging 

set-up and research program, which is now achieving significant national and 

international recognition for both its basic science and translational clinical research. The 

Charity is delighted that the PRETZCEL trial is taking place and is confident that this will 

be one of many forthcoming projects which will further enhance our reputation in this area 

of clinical imaging.” 
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For further information please contact:  
ImaginAb 
Ian Wilson 
CEO 
Email: info@imaginab.com  
Phone: +1 310 645 1211 
 
Media Enquiries 
 
Optimum Strategic Communications 
Mary Clark, Charlotte Hepburne-Scott, Zoe Bolt 
Email: imaginab@optimumcomms.com 
Phone: +44 203 882 9621 
 

About ImaginAb 

ImaginAb is a clinical stage, revenue-generating global biotechnology company 
developing the next generation of imaging agents and radiopharmaceutical therapy (RPT) 
products through its proprietary minibody and cys-diabody platforms. The lead candidate 
89Zr crefmirlimab berdoxam (CD8 ImmunoPET™) imaging agent is currently in Phase II 
clinical trials and has been licensed by numerous pharmaceutical and biotech companies 
for use in imaging within their immunotherapy clinical trials, primarily in oncology.  
 
ImaginAb’s vision is to transform patient care, and help people live better and healthier 
lives. For more information visit www.imaginab.com 
 

About 89Zr crefmirlimab berdoxam (CD8 ImmunoPET™) 

CD8 ImmunoPET™ is a 89Zr-labelled minibody that has been designed to bind to the 
CD8 receptor on human T cells for quantitative, non-invasive PET imaging of CD8+ T 
cells. CD8+ T cells are the main effector cells involved in the immune response against 
tumor cells induced by immunotherapies and they also play a key role in multiple 
autoimmune diseases. As such, quantitative imaging of CD8+ T cells is currently being 
researched to determine whether it may be used to diagnose the immune status of a 
patient, to measure the efficacy of immunotherapies and predict patient outcomes.  

 

About Hull Molecular Imaging Centres 

Hull Molecular Imaging Centres (HuMIC) is a single operational unit formed in 2022, 
bringing together three centres in Hull, UK, across the University of Hull campus and the 
Castle Hill Hospital site (Hull University Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust); the preclinical 
Positron Emission Tomography Research Centre (PETRC), the translational Molecular 
Imaging Research Centre (MIRC) and the clinical Jack Brignall PET-CT Centre. The 
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Daisy Appeal are the lead funder of the infrastructure, and the operation is led jointly 
between Daisy Appeal and the University of Hull to provide world leading research 
facilities for positron emission tomography. The investment in the latest technology for 
radioisotope supply and clinical scanning, facilitates a unique translational PET strategy 
based on dose-on-demand PET radiotracer production.  
 

About Hull York Medical School and the University of Hull 

Hull York Medical School is the joint medical school of the universities of Hull and York. 

Its aim is to ensure those it teaches and the research it does improves health, advances 

knowledge, reduces inequities and builds strong community bonds to respond to local 

and global challenges.  

Together with the University of Hull, the Medical School has a strong reputation for its 

research in health. Their world leading experts are advancing improvements in healthcare 

– diagnosis, treatment, and care – across a range of conditions. Their partnership with 

local NHS trusts enables them to harness knowledge expertise and facilities which 

include the Hull Health Trials Unit and Methods Hub at the University of Hull campus to 

work with the Hull Molecular Imaging Centres (HuMIC) team to support radiotracer 

discovery and translational imaging at Hull. 

For more information, please visit www.hyms.ac.uk and www.hull.ac.uk  

About Hull University Teaching Hospital 

The Hull University Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust operates in the city of Hull and 

the East Riding of Yorkshire, England. The Trust was formed on 1 October 1999 by the 

merger of the East Yorkshire Hospitals and the Royal Hull Hospitals National Health 

Service Trusts. 

It is based on two sites (Hull Royal Infirmary and Castle Hill Hospital). The Trust is in the 

top 5 largest trusts in England and provides acute care for a local population of 600,000 

and over 1.2 million people for tertiary services. 

The Trust employs over 8,500 people and has an annual turnover of over £500 million. It 

changed its name from Hull and East Yorkshire Hospitals NHS Trust to Hull University 

Teaching Hospitals NHS Trust in 2019. For more information, please visit 

www.hey.nhs.uk. 
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