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Caps and gowns a
first for Chicano
Commencement

By Debbie Richards
Special to La Voz de Aztlin

CSUF’s 15th annual Chi-
cano Commencement Cere-
mony will celebrate the rec-
ord number of graduates this
yearand for the first timeever
those graduates will be wear-

ing caps ents
;ov?nsd “It’s beautiful for the fami- ° ~ °

After | lies. For some of them it’sthe i n -
t h e § firstand only time they come gual,
regulz,lf to campus.” ?psanh-
mence- ing,”

ment on May 25, Chicano
graduates will celebrate their
achievements with a unique
ceremony that is more per-
sonal and intimate than the
mass- graduation offered by
the university.

“It’s beautiful for the fami-
lies. For some of them it’s the
firstand only time they come
to campus,” said Manuel
Olgin, chairof thecommence-
ment committee and coordi-
nator of student services at
the CSUF-College of Sequoias
satellite centerin Visalia. “It's
a real emotional, stirring mo-
ment.”

As part of his master’s the-
sis in 1975, Olgin helped to
create the Chicano Com-
mencement Ceremony. The
ideadeveloped outof Olgin’s
feeling that something was
missing from his own gradu-
ation in 1974. He wanted a
more personal approach, and
the Chicano ceremony was
born.

To be involved in the cere-
mony,students wererequired

tosend inanapplication. This
year a record high 163 stu-
dents applied to be involved
inthe ceremony. Onthe ques-
tionnaire, students were
asked whether they would
prefer their part of the cere-
mony to be in English, Span-
ish or bilingual.

“Many of the students’ par-

Frances Peifia, the director of
the University Outreach Serv-
ices office, said. “Giving the
studentthe choiceoflanguage
for the ceremony makes it
more personal than the regu-
lar ceremony.”

For the first time ever, stu-
dentsin the ceremony will be
wearing caps and gowns like
attheregular university cere-
mony. The tradition used to
be that students would wear
“whatever they felt comfort-
able in,” Pefia said. But this
year students voted to wear
capsand gowns,and the com-
mittee was happy to oblige.

“Times change, and we go
with thechangesinstudents,”
Olgin said.

The organizers of the cere-
mony pride themselves on
making the ceremony more
personal than the regular
commencement and in fol-
lowing with that idea, per-
sonal touches are added to
the ceremony. The names of

see COMMENCEMENT,Page 8

California comes together
for MEChA statewide -

By Shannon Wentworth
Special to La Voz de Aztldn

before we can help our people we’ve got to
educate ourselves. In order for me to be a voice

“Chicana Power, Chicano Power, Chicanos
Unite” chanted the MEChA statewide confer-
ence crowd, representing more than 50 high
schools, community colleges and colleges.

Unity througheducationis the MEChA credo.
Workshops on racism, job discrimination, edu-
cational opportunities, Chicano identity, politi-
cal empowerment and other topics vital to Chi-
canos were held at the conference.

“We’ve got to understand that before we can
become what we want to become we need to
know how to get there,” said Danny Interiano,
an environmental geology major from East Los

Angeles College.

for my people, I must educate myself,” Interi-
ano said.

MEChA was founded in 1969 to educate La
Razaand fight for Chicano rights. So far, the or-
ganization has been successful in its efforts
with the Educational Opportunity Program
(EOP), Chicano Studies and the affirmative
action hiring of Chicano faculty.

However, due to budget shortages, the pro-
grams are being targeted for elimination or
funding cuts. MEChA chapters throughout the
stateare fighting tokeep their programs funded
on campuses and in communities.

The conference began on Friday, May 3 with

see MEChA, Page 8
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Editorial

Free trade agreement
supports exploitation
of Mexican labor

Hector Amezcua

What will a “free trade
agreement,” between Mexico,
the United States and Canada
really mean?

First of all it means that the
wealthy will be getting fatter
and the poor will slowly die of
hunger.

Mr. Salinas de Gortari,
President of Mexico, may be
having the greatest relationship
of any Mexican President with a
U.S. President. But, with his new
plan, will eventually rank as
Mexico’s worst president.

There are many things that
Gortari is doesn’t want to admit,
like the fact that the people liv-
ing in Mexico will become slaves
to American corporations.

Already in Mexico, companies
such as Green Giant have set up
plantations and exploited the
Mexican people.
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Child labor is abundant in
many regions of Mexico. Many
of these children sufferas a
result of rare diseases caused by
polluted waters and malnutri-
tion.

What is this free trade going to
do for them? Create better health
services or pollute the waters
more?

Worst of all the companies
who will be moving to Mexico
will be paying workers miser-
able salaries without providing
medical benefits.

According to Jorge Castafieda,
an expert on Mexican policy,
Mexican workers earn about $1
an hour without benefits.

In the U.S., workers make up
to seven times as much for the
same work.

Although the cost of living in
Mexico cannot be compared to
that of the U.S,, it is cheaper to

see TRADE, Page 7

\ESTA S\ QUE
\A AESTAR

DURA /

JOE TORRES

As a small Mexican
boy being raised in the
valley, wondering what
or who I was always
baffled me. Relatives
would call me Mexican
or Mexican American
while my teachers and
peers in elementary
school referred to me as
American.

This created confusion
as I grew older. I really
began to question my
own identity. I hoped
this could be cleared up
when I entered Fresno
City College.

This only served to

words like Spanish,

ian and Somalian. But,
as I first began hearing
words like Chicano and
Hispanic, I wondered if
those terms applied to
me.

At first the word
Chicano was not the

seemed kind of wrong
to use a word meaning
small boy or small man.
I couldn’t identify with
the word.

Then, I took a course;
Chicano-Latino Studies
B.hhought this would
answer the question I

for over 22 years. Who

am I? Chicano, Latino or

Mexican-American?
The more I was fused

mix me up more. I heard

Italian, and even Hawai-

word of choice for me. It

have been asking myself

in an atomsphere stressing
the word Chicano, the
more I truly felt it should
be used to identify the
mestizo class of people.
The word creates a sense
of pride and of belonging
to a mainstream culture.
On the other side of the
coin, Hispanic is a word
creating more illusion than
reality. Truly mindful
people of the Chicano cul-

These were the first His-
panics.

The term Hispanic was
used to identify numerous
Cubans and Puerto Ricans.
The term, coined through
the news media, became a
convenient tag and ap-
pliedto all people south of
the border. Apparently, it
became easier to stomach.

Chicano has a certain
ring to it. Chicano is pro-

Itis a proud word, denoting
three centuries of torment and
underrepresentation endured
by the Chicano people.

ture really demean them-
selves by succumbing to
the use of the word His-
panic.

Chicano should be the
word of choice for people
of Mexican American de-
scent. It recognizes an
important trait, unrecog-
nized in people either of
Mexican or Latin Ameri-
can descent, Indianismo.

The Spanish who con-
quered Mexico in the 16th
century mixed with the
Aztec Indians and other
Indian nations. This
created the mestizo class
of people — the Chicanos.

The term Hispanic origi-
nated in the area of Sante
Fe, New Mexico (San Juan
de Caballeros). Founded
in1598 by Juan de Onate.

nounced with a thick
“Chi” and the “cano” part
is pronounced with a thick
“k” sound.

The enunciation of this
word as it is used in the
traditional “calo” of the
street barrio will be pro-
nounced with a hard-
edged tone, making it a
bitter reminder of the
oppressed conditions in
which the majority of the
Chicano people live.

The simple harsh sound
derived from this word
comes out of an ignorance
of Chicano culture. It
comes for a mere stere-
otype derived from the
vague use of the term
Hispanic. This is simply a
misunderstood concept.

The word used to de-

Chicano not Hispanic

scribe “A PEOPLE”
should connect with the
people. In terms of en-
dearment of the struggle,

representing the reality

of the people. The word
Hispanic forgets the true
struggles and suffering
that many Chicano
people have to endure.

Every time Hispanic is
used in place of Chicano-
—denoting the mestizo
culture— it has an abra-
sive and demeaning
effect, damaging the true
plight of the Chicano
community. It is the
unhealing scar on the
face of an already op-
pressed nation of people.

Chicano is the word
that best describes those
with Spanish and Indian
heritage. It is a proud
word, denoting three
centuries of torment and
underrepresentation en-
dured by the Chicano
people.

As I have grown older
the term Chicano, along
with another familiar
term, Aztldn —referring
to the land stolen from
my people— have made
me proud of my heritage.
I'have come to accept my
Indianismo heritage, al-
though it is unlikely I
will ever know the line-
age of Indian people I
come from. I am proud
to be Indian nonetheless.

The word is Chicano or
Chicana. Use it.
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By Virginia Adame
La Voz Staff Writer

Faculty involvement and
participation are extremely
important components of
universities.

Dr. Leonard Valverde,
presidential candidate,
stressed this point at a fac-
ulty question and answer
sessionduringhisMay 1 visit.
Themeeting wasintended to
allow the *faculty to get to
know Valverde and find out
if he is the most qualified
candidate for president of
CSU, Fresno.

The difference between a
good university and an out-
standing university isfaculty,
Valverde said.

“The heart, soul and guts
of aninstitution—itsreputa-
tion — is vested in its fac-
ulty.”

Valverde, regardless of his
position, still considers him-
self a faculty member.

The question of research
interfering with teaching
came up. Valverde said he
doesn’t believe that a profes-
sorhastolimithisspecializa-
tionto onearea, butcanexcel
inboth teachingand research.

The new president will be
facing a decreased budgetwith
this in mind Valverde said he
would work toreduce thedefi-
cit. However, he emphasized
thatacademic programs would
be the last cut.

Valverde did not hesitate to
say that he would be willing to
make administrativecutsif the
need arose. He said that the
administration is a support
service.

Administrators have to be
scrutinized to determine
whether or not they are mak-
ing an academic contribution
if not, then the appropriate
steps should be taken, he said.

In addition to faculty and
budget questions, curriculum
changes were discussed.
Valverde said he wantstobuild
a curriculum based on knowl-
edge and information. He
stressed the importance of get-
ting individuals to be func-
tional, independent, and think
on their own.

“Idon’t think youcanbuild a
curriculum based on knowl-
edge, you would build a cur-
riculum based on pedagogy,
instruction and confidence in
skill knowledge; a person can
read many different things,”

Hector Amezcua/La Voz de Aztlan
Origianally from East Los Angeles Leonard Valverde hopes to make some positive
changes to the CSUF campus if selected as the school's president.

Valverde visits CSUF

said Valverde.

Valverde said that the
Euro-centric curriculum used
now needs tobe incorporated
with other bodies of knowl-
edge.

With the strong ethnic di-
versity prevalent in the uni-
versity system, we have to
incorporate Euro-centriccur-
riculum and global curricu-
lum, he said.

He also believes that stu-
dents should be able tointer-
act with the president of any
university. Valverdesaid that
the students and the presi-
dent should be able to meet
for lunch or for an informal
gettogetheratthe president’s
house. He would like to be
able todiscussissues thatare
of concern to students with
students.

On a final note, Valverde
discussed the consequences
of a UC campus in Fresno.

Valverdesaid thatstudents
still have a choice. They de-
cide where they want to go.

“] was raised in Los Ange-
les. We had a saying — you
wanta degree go to UCLA, if
you want an education go to
Cal State L.A.” said
Valverde.

Candidate
diversity resuit
of committee

By Jana Ballinger
Special to La Voz

As far as Chicano Latino
Studies Department Chair Dr.
William Floresis concerned, the
diverse pool of candidates that
the trustees has to choose from
isadirectresultof the Commit-
tee for Hispanic Educational
Equity’s struggles.

The five finalists included
one Chicano, Leonard A.
Valverde, and two African
Americans. Two of the five
candidates have dropped out;
only Carol D. Surles, John D.
Welty and Valverde remain.

The new president will be
chosen on May13.

The Committee for Hispanic
Educational Equity was formed
in thefall of last year. Members
include faculty, staff and stu-
dents from CSUF and Fresno
City College plus various
community leaders.

“I think it [the committee}is
going to have a profound ef-
fect,” said Flores. “It already
has.Itis going tochangealotin
terms of ultimately who is se-
lected.”

In ‘December of 1990 the
committee requested that the
trustees appoint a Chicano to
the presidential search commit-
tee. When that didn’t happen,
they called for the committee
to abort the search. Represen-
tativesprotested in Long Beach;
the result was the addition of
two hispanics to the process.

Ralph Pasqueira was named
a trustee and Manuel Lopez

wasappointed to the Presiden-
tial Selection Advisory Com-
mittee. In addition, the search
was extended.

Two Chicanos were ulti-
mately chosen as semi-finalists;
one of the final three candi-
dates is Chicano.

“Obviously, there were seri-
ous problems in the process,”
said Flores. “They should have
[appointed a Chicano to the
committee] sooner and taken
anaffirmative positioninstead
of having to be forced.”

The committee is currently
working on legislation that
would ensure Chicano repre-
sentation on all committees
throughout the CSU system.

The purpose of this legisla-
tion, said Flores, is to improve
therepresentation of Chicanos
inallareasof highereducation.

Thisisthefirsttimethatthere
was any sustained effort to
change the search process.

“Clearly, they [the trustees]
now recognize thatthey can-
not have one out of 21 college
presidents be Chicano,” said
Flores.

There are no Chicano vice
presidents and only two assis-
tant vice presidents in the CSU
system, out of all the tenured
faculty in the CSU system only
three percent are Chicano; this
does not reflect the demo-
graphic make up of California,
he said.

Legislation has been intro-
duced to require that the trus-

See COMMITTEE, page 7

Castaneda makes
case for workers

By Debbie Richards
Special to La Voz

Jorge Castafieda impressed
the campus community re-
cently with a lecture berating
the Mexican government for
its unquestioning support of a
free-tradebill between Mexico,
the United States and Canada.

Castafieda said the free trade
agreement will come at a cost,
and that cost is workers.

“What is he [president Car-
los Salinas de Gortari] selling
toinvestors? Well, he is essen-
tially selling investors — and
let’s be perfectly frank about
this — he’s selling cheap Ia-
bor,” Castafieda said. “That’s
what Mexico is selling. I don’t

think it’s the greatest thing in—

the world to sell.”

Castafieda spoke as part of
the University Lecture Series.
His talk came at the start of
Semana de la Raza. Fitting in
with the theme of celebrating

“the people,” Castafieda em-
phasized the toll the new trade
agreement would have on
Mexican workers.. .

Theagreementisanew twist
in relations between the U.S,,
Canada and Mexico. It allows
for free trade between the three
countries and is considered
revolutionary in form and na-
ture.

Castafieda, a professor of
political scienceat the National
Autonomous University of
Mexico, is a world-renowned
scholar and-author. He has
advised the Mexican govern-
mentoninternational affairsin
the past and is considered one
of the foremost experts on
Mexican government and pol-
icy.

Castafieda argued that the
Mexican goverment is signing
theagreement withoutconsid-
ering the workers, and without

See CASTANEDA page 7
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Los Lobos' energetic May 3 performance at CSUF capped off Semana de la
Raza's festivities. Louie Perez—drummer, singer and lyricist—said the band's

By Jill Soltero
Special to La Voz
e nes ot s Rl e SR e e kg

The wolves were in full force at
CSUF on May 3.

Los Lobos, the renowned Chicano
folkloric and rock band from East
Los Angeles, performed in the Satel-
lite Student Union before a cheering,
dancing crowd of 700 people. The
event concluded the Semana de la
Raza festivities this year.

The concert’s repertoire focused
heavily on their latest album, “The
Neighborhood”, in addition to
songs from past albums.

In an interview with La Voz after
the show, Los Lobos drummer
Louie Perez said the band’s visit to
CSUF was their first. Perez said he
was impressed with the audience
and felt “a vibe going on” because
their performance coincided with
the Cinco de Mayo weekend.

The five-member band formed in
1974. Its members include Steve
Berlin, saxophonist; Conrad Lozano,
bassist; Cesar Rosas, vocalist-guitar-
ist; David Hidalgo, vocalist, guitar-
ist and lyricist; and Perez, guitarist,
drummer and lyricist. All but Berlin
have known each other since high
school.

Perez said when Los Lobos first
formed, its main objective was to
reflect the band’s Mexican heritage.
“We formed Los Lobos as a group
that was trying to preserve Mexican
culture,” he said.

The group began performing in Los
Angeles, where they played exclu-
sively Mexican music for almost 10
years.

Perez said they were “exploring
more of the exotic regional music —
huastecos, stuff from Veracruz and
Guerrero. In doing so, because the
music varies from region to region

as far as instrumentation, we man-
aged to collect 30, 40 different instru-
ments.

“And over a period of 10 years, we
taught ourselves how to play [the in-
struments]. We made our way back
to rock and roll during the late "70s ...
when the new music movement was
happening in Hollywood. At that
time, we were exploring Tex-Mex
nortefio music,” Perez said.

Subsequently, the group began
playing in Hollywood nightclubs and
also began receiving local music
reviews of their performances.
Success began to slowly unfold for
the band.

“First was the critical acclaim. Then
record company people started to
come out to see us and we eventually
ended up with a recording contract in
1983.” The band put out their first
album titled “And A Time to Dance”
that year.

Although their first recording effort
was done on a “shoestring” budget,
Perez said the album was an impor-
tant milestone for the Chicano music
scene.

“It caught everyone by surprise
because Chicano bands hadn’t really
done much since ... [the Chicano
band] Tierra. Even though we didn’t
have a hit song off of that record,

La Voz de Aztlan
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visit to CSUF was their first. Perez said he was impressed with the audience

and felt "a good vibe going on."

there was a certain climate for new
music at that time. We toured all over
the United States ... in different places
like Vermont ... places where there’s
no Chicanos at all, way down south
in North Carolina, Atlanta, Ga. ...” he
said. By 1985, they had traveled all
over the world.

Perez said “And A Time to Dance”
ended up on the Top 10 list nation-
ally, from “the Village Voice in New
York, to Rolling Stone magazine ... L.
A.Weekly, and a lot of different
magazines.”

The group reached a milestone in
1984 when they won a Grammy
award, under the category Best
Mexican American Performance, for a
traditional song entitled “Anselma.”

Several years later, Los Lobos burst
into the mainstream music scene with
their soundtrack to the 1987 movie
“La Bamba.” Perez said the impact of
the famous song was global.

“A lot of people would trivialize it
as just a novelty song. [But] for that
summer in 1987, we had people all
over the world singing the Spanish
lyrics to a song that was 150-years-
old. I think that’s a pretty heavy
thing,” he said.

The “La Bamba” soundtrack
changed Los Lobos’ future.

“We became very visible at that

point. Our reaction to that was to put
out a record of Mexican folk music. ...
“La Pistola y El Corazén” came out in
the fall of 1988. It was a record of
regional folk music; we kind of went
back to our roots after the big hit i
song.

“We wanted to do something that
was more artistically rewarding for
us, and at the same time, almost a
social statement.

“It was a record of Mexican music,
that at that point — because of our
visibility — was available all over the
world ... so we had huasteco music
playing in Tokyo, Norway; so it’s a
pretty heavy thing. We exploited our
visibility in order to do something
that we felt was constructive.”

Since their successful breakthrough
into the mainstream music scene,
Perez said Los Lobos has made an
effort to redefine the media portrayal
of Chicanos.

~ “If I can just step out of my role ...
and look at this group objectively, I
think we’ve made some pretty major
changes in contemporary music,
which is a pretty heavy thing to say,

butit’s true.

“We're the first Mexican American
band to really do what we’ve done
and still not flag wave and portray
ourselves as a microcosm of some
exotic culture, but as ... part of the big
picture in this world. We're just
redefining [and] educating people.
We’ve opened some doors for Latin
music in the past three or four years.”

Plans for Los Lobos include partici-
pating in national festivals through
August. Prior to their CSUF show,
they had performed in a jazz festival
in New Orleans. They will hold
shows in Jackson, Miss. and Philadel-
phia. They will also perform in New
York City’s Central Park and Vienna,
Va.

Perez said the band’s next album
should be out by the beginning of

next year.
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NOWHERE TO BE FOUND ¢« Ballad Of What The Wind Said

He works and does Eternity could easily
not have the " o beonly ariver,
tolerance a forgotten horse
to be there for me “and the cooing 5
nor understand : of a lost dove. :
what : S
iam s : As soon as a man loses touch
going through : with other men, the wind comes
iam 5 ' and tells him other things,
going to fall : . opens his ears
Who is going : and his eyes to other things.
to catch me Sl _
when ¢ - Today I distanced myself from other men,
i collapse | .. and alone, in this gully,
from this ¢ o . Isawonly ahorse
miserable life? 1 ? . and listened only
Weak as i am 2 * to the cooing _
i could just of a lost dove. 5
press myself Wi @n
to the And then the wind came near,
earth and plunge just like someone passing by,
down into my own grave,  ° . and told me:
let her swallow . Eternity could easily
my foetus and keep it - 'beonlyariver,
warm for his supper. ; a forgotten horse

and the cooing s

by Lucia Sanchez ~ + = - of a lost dove. C
by Rafael Alberti
WHY S translated by Julio Leal
Their bond breaks ,
his mind shine from the ceiling
separated ‘
from emotions up fast,
: down hard,

He couldn't long, like lightning
stand the : licking you ¢
pain into a state of dreams
No resolution where wasps s
coke induced ; tickle your ear : ; : L
decision lovingly,
The hammer , then sting ‘
falls your stomach
twice e until swollen
rrraka takka °like a big taut ball. :
boom .

When you wake,
there they i will be next to you,
lie the stars will
two shine from the ceiling .
spirits and our bodies, wet,
rise . will glisten

under their light.

by Sam A. Gill ®
by Andres Montoya

For the record:
La Voz de Aztlan would like
to apologize for miscrediting

the cover drawing of the April
29 insert. The drawing was by
Luis Ramirez, not Jose Ro-
driguez.
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Community ties Padilla to
Fresno Chicano interests

e CSUF graduate hopes to
maintain ties 1o community

By Joe M. Torres
La Voz Staff Writer

Esther Padilla, 5Sth district candidate, wants to take
campaigning to a grass roots level.

Esther Padilla graduated from CSU, Fresnoin 1966
with a bachelor’s degree in social work. At the time,
there were “not very many Chicano students at the
university,” said Padilla.

Padilla has always felt the need to keep in touch
with the Chicano community.

Working through “Centro la Familia,” Padilla has
puther effortsinto the service of the Chicano commu-
nity. “I worked in the community like a public ser-
vant working in the community with families, chil-
dren, and youth.” Padilla returned to the university
in the early 80s to get her master’s degree in social
work.

Padilla’s father who wasa farmworker didn’t want
to see Padilla working in the same environment. “He
didn’t want to see us working in the same industry ...
he was very adamant. It was a real effort in terms of
our family.”

Community interaction is the goal of Padilla’s
campaign. “Thiscampaign hasbeenreal grassroots,”
che said. The mainstays of her campaign are mailing
and door to door. :

One of her goals is to rebuild community manage-
ment.~“Schools are going back into site based man-
agement,” said Padilla. She wants schools restruc-
tured to involve parents and students in the educa-
tional process.

Another key element of Padilla’s campaign is con-
cern for the community’s condition. Incidents of
violence, drugs and gangs have prompted concernin
the southeast community.

The environment is one of Padilla’s target areas.
“Southeast Fresnoneedsnottobeadumpingground,”
she said.

Approaching the campaign as a Chicana woman
brought Padilla a better perspective on the commu-
nity.

Padilla feels there is a challenge to confront. “As a
woman, it sets into being a role model for young
people.” Padilla said,

“The next person coming through will not have to
break those barriers.”

Padilla stresses college and education as assets in
the community. Her message is learn and be open-
minded. ;

“Get your college education, complete it.”

Virginia Adame/La Voz de Aztlan

Esther Padillabecame the first Chicana city coun-
cil member of Fresno after last week's elections.

Padilla said, “Try to be as open-minded as possible
... listen, hear and dialogue and respect the qualities
that people have.”

The key to Padilla’s campaign is making people
realize that change is needed. A change stressing
community involvement in political processes.

Padilla’s ability to bring people together has been
the key to her success. Padillas said, “one of the
elements is to bring people together. This race has
allowed me that challenge.”

Padilla becomes
first Chicana

council member
® Grass roots campaign
key to her success

By Joe M. Torres
La Voz Staff Writer

At 10:18 p.m. on May 6Ester Padilla defeated
Chris Peterson to become the first Chicana coun-
cilmember.

She won the 5th district post with 3,331 votes,
more than half of the majority. Padilla took 55.7
percent of the vote compared to 44.1 percent for
Peterson.

There are several key issues facing Padilla as
she prepares to serve on City Council. Padilla
plans to bring a traditional role to the council,
serving as a politician and continuing to work as
a social worker. The incumbent Chris Petersen
had served on the council for the past eight years.

Padillais the third Hispanicand the fifth woman

| think the city of Fresno has spoken.
They want a change at city hall, they
don't want to accept the way things

have been taken care of in the past
-Esther Padilla

on the city council.

Her successful bid for councilmember was a
result of many long months of hardwork.

The key to the success of Padilla’s campaign
was grass roots activism, utilizing an absentee
ballot campaign whichsignificantly increased the
number of voters. _

Padillasaid, “we encouraged people to vote ab-
sentee because it was the only thing on the ballot
and it seemed like the sensitive thing to do.”

Padilla said, “I think the city of Fresno has
spoken. They wanta changeatcity hall, they don’t
want to accept the way things have been taken
care of in the past and we want to move forward
in a very positive way and be able to be inclusive
of this very diverse community that we have.”

Padilla and her husband Gilbert Padilla were
involved in the United Farm Workers Union. She
served as president of the Mexican-American
Political Association. Padilla is also one of the
founding members of Fresno Tomorrow which
helps at-risk of failing elementary school stu-
dents.

One of the key issues she will start on is repeal-
ing the council’s pay increase.

CHO breaks language barriers for patients

tant to know where your roots
arefromand be able to goback
and help our community and
families.”

In collaboration with the

B Se bt 3 - o - o g ) .
e e Organization recruits students who believe
Christina DeConerasbe- D€YY CANL Make a difference in commumnity
lieves that the needs of -
people of color are being over The Chicano Health Organi- subjects like diseases and
looked in the health field. - zation (CHO) hasbeenat CSUF  AIDS,” DeContreras said.
As president of the Chicano  formorethan15years.Itoffers  Inrecent years, the club has
Health Organization at CSUF,  a support system for students brought speakers from the sci-

shehopesthe club’sefforts will
attract students with similar
concerns.

“Sometimes, because of lan-
guage barriers, minorities are
not able to get sufficient care.
With more minorities in the
health field, we can relate and
care for those people and help
to make a better society,” De-
Contreras said.

pursuing careers in health sci-
ences. Its priority is offering
services to the community.
“We like the community to
know who we are. We want to
bring the students from the
university and the peoplefrom
the community together. One
way is by going to the high
schoolsand talking to students
about health related issues,

ence community to campus.
The clubis also responsible for
for organizing free, bilingual
CPR classes.

“We established a fund to
offerfree one-day CPRinstruc-
tion. It'simportant that people
have the opportunity to take
part,” DeContreras said. “Last
year, we went to a church and
took the blood pressure of the

people. Those are just some of
the things we do to help out.”

DeContreras, a senior zool-
ogy major, said the club is al-
ways interested in new mem-
bers and is currently trying to
get more students involved in
the club’s activities.

“Many of our core people
have graduated. We are trying
to recruit people who believe
that, as students, we can make
a difference,” DeContreras
said.

“As minorities, it is impor-

HCOP program, CHObrought
Dr. Hector Florez, president of
the Chicano-Latino Medical
Association of California, to
CSUF on Monday, March 18.

Florez’s efforts, in support
of legislation for better health
care, havebeenrecognized na-
tionally. His presentation was
titled “Pluralistic Society; Mi-
norities Working Together for
Better Health Care.”
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Nicaraguan sister city flghts for education

Hector Amezcua
La Voz de Aztldn

While public educationis taken
for granted in Fresno, the people
of Fresno's sister city Telpaneca,
Nicaragua have given their lives
in the fight for education.

During a two week visit, Ramon
Gomez, acity councilmemberand
former mayor of Telpaneca, ex-
pressed appreciation to the people
of Fresno for their supportof sister
city Telpaneca.

In 1989, the Fresno Sister City
Council builta school that 98 chil-
dren from the Telpaneca farming
community attend.

“I'm visiting Fresno because of
an invitation from the Fresno [/
Telpaneca] Sister City Council. An
invitation thatI consider very im-
portant.

“For us, itis very extraordinary
that people from other places see
the necessities in our nation, and
basically they put their focus on
our city of Telpaneca,” Gomezsaid.

Educating Telpaneca

Gomez, himself a teacher, ex-
plained the need to have students
from Fresno teach young children
how to read and write English.

“We've been speaking to stu-
dents, and there is a lot of concern
about the situation in Nicaragua.

“We need one student to teach
English in high school, and that is
something that has motivated a
few people,” Gomez said.

LaVoz de Aztlan

According to Ramon Gomez of Telpaneca, Fresno's sister
city in Nicaragua, it is in the process with the current
governemnt to increase their education budget.

In Nicaragua, English is a re-
quirement for students seeking
higher education.

The construction of a library in
Telpaneca was another reason for
Gomez's visit. He hoped to raise
somemoney forits constructionin

July.

“Wenow haveaprojectofbuild-
ing a public library, that basically
will serveasamedium tocontinue
expanding the services of educa-
tion,” Gomez said.

“This project willremedya very
difficult problem that weare going
through — especially in the intel-
lectual field — because thereisn’t
enough consultation material.”

During a meeting with Presi-
dent Harold Haak, Gomez ex-
plained the need to have someone
from Telpaneca educated in
Fresno.

“Wewouldliketoseeif wecould
have one or a few students teach-
ing English, or if possible bring a
student from Telpaneca so we
could have a permanent English
teacher,” Gomez said.

Haak said he would assist
Gomez in his search for someone
to teach English.

Although Telpaneca receives
help from many other countries,
Gomez feels that Fresno is the
greatestsupporter.

“One of the [cities] that is sup-
porting us the most with material
and economic resources, is pre-
cisely the community of Fresno,”
Gomez said.

Sandinistas Misun-

derstood

Gomez explained that the con-
fusion surrounding Sandinistas
makes people hesitant to help.

In July of 1979, the people of
Nicaragua managed to over-
through the dictatorship of the So-
moza family, which had ruled for
more than 43 years.

The Sandinistas took over the

government and began a move-
ment toward democracy.

Although Gomez is a member
of theSandinistas, he does notrep-
resent them in city council.

“What we do in the municipal
governmentisnotrepresenting the
Sandinista front, but instead what
wedoisliftand push thedevelop-
ment of the community not as
parties,butasa municipal organi-
zation that has to respond to the
basic needs of it's people,” Gomez
said.

“Outside of Nicaragua it is
thought that the Sandinistas are
warriors, communist, marxist.”

“Therealtruthis thattheSandin-
istas have pledged to assure a
democratic process in Nicaragua
and to actuate its development,”
Gomez said.

“I hope that the community of
Fresno has clearer ideas than they
had before about the concept of
what a Sandinista is.

“The real situation is that there
isn’t a co-government or that the
Sandinistas don’t have any con-
tact with the government to gov-
ern, but instead they are helping
to support the reconstruction of
the country, and in that way we
are trying to show people thatiit’s
not the way they see it on televi-
sion or the way they read about it
innewspapers.

“What we are trying to do is
consolidate the conquests that
we’ve made and help the govern-
ment in which ever way we can.”

McDonald's seeks Chicano employees

La Voz Staff

Aware that nearly half its customer base
in the Fresno area is Chicano, the
McDonald’s Corporation is encouraging
Chicanos tojoinitslocal managementranks.

Olga Molina-Mares, a CSUF graduate
now living and working in Sacramentoasa
personnel supervisor for the fast food ham-
burger chain, was in town last week for a
special McDonald’s manager training ses-
sion.

She visited campus to finalize plans for
McDonald’s sponsorship of the Chicano
Journalism Students Association magazine,
Destinos.

She also promoted the McDonalds’ In-
ternship Program which providesmanage-
ment training to students while they com-
plete their college educations.

dents for the program. The program places
college juniors and seniors in the
McDonald’s RestaurantManagement Train-
ing Program at entry level manager trainee
positions.

“The trainee receives a $1,000 annual sti-
pend toward collegeexpenses,” Mares said.
“The trainee can also work a minimum 20
hour week at $8.15 per hour.”

From manager trainee, withasalaryrange
of $17,000 to $20,000, the participant may
climb theMcDonald’s managementladder
up tostoremanager which pays from $27,000
to $41,000.

McDonald’s also offers its interns com-
pany benefits, such as health insurance,
stock purchase plan, profitsharingand paid
vacations, Molina-Mares said.

A 1976 CSUF graduate with a degree in
psychology, Molina-Mares worked her way
up the company ladder by entering the

training program in1983. Shemanaged her
own restaurant for two and one half years
before accepting the promotion to person-
nel.

In addition to seeking Chicanos for the
internship program, McDonald's has sup-
ported CJSA’s Destinos magazine for three
years by sponsoring its past Chicano Youth
Conference and Chicano Commencement
Celebrationissues.

Destinos is published twice a year and
CJSA Advisor Tom Uribes says that
McDonald’s support has been crucial in
allowing CJSA to provide quality publica-
tions.

Molina-Mares said McDonald’s will con-
tinue to support these CSUF activities and
she encourages Chicano students to take
advantage of the internship program.

McDonald'’s not only seeks business stu-
dents, but students from other disciplines

as well.

“For motivated individuals, the possi-
bilities are virtually limitless,” shesaid. “The
entire Management Training Program is
designed to move people up the ladder as
quickly as their performance merits.”

Shesaid students have the opportunity to
learnas muchas they wantaboutall aspects
of the business — real estate, finance, ac-
counting and marketing.

“At McDonald’s you have the ability to
create your owndestiny,” she said. “It's all
hereand management encouragesand sup-
ports your desire to learn and move up in
the company.”

Students may obtain information about
the program by calling Uribes at 278-5366
and leaving a mailing address, or by writ-
ing to the McDonald’s Corporation, Per-
sonnel Department, 1750 Howe Avenue,
Suite 550, Sacramento, Ca. 95825

Molina-Mares is seeking Chicano stu-

Despite budget cuts UMS moves forward

By Hector Amezcua
La Voz de Aztlin

Migrant students in 1981
were given the opportunity to
break from the traditional farm-
working role by a federally
funded assistance program
aimed at keeping migrant

youths out of the fields and
getting theminto theclassroom

The College Assistance Mi-
grant Program (CAMP), now
called University Migrant Serv-
ices (UMS), was formed to
assist students with the transi-
tion from high school to col-
lege and help fill the needs of
migrant students at CSUF.

A funding proposal for the
CAMP program was written
for the U.S. Department of
Education by Raul Diaz, UMS
director, and Raul Moreno,
UMS counselor. Although the
program initially received
support, CAMP has had to
make many changes due to
funding cutsthatbeganin1986.

According to William Corco-
ran, dean of student affairs,

financial concerns led the
CAMP staff tobe incorporated
into the university. “When
CAMP lostits federal funding,
we had to decide whether we
would close down the services
that CAMP was providing,”
said Corcoran.

“Imade the decision that the
activities directed at migrant
students were tooimportantto
end. So we absorbed the staff
that CAMP was carrying and
we established UMS,” Corco-
ran said.

UMS counselor, Bonnie Pick-
ett, said, “wehad alotof strong
support from the dean’s office
because he thought we were
very effectiveinrecruitingand
retaining students from mi-
grant and seasonal farmwork-
ing families.”

With help from Corcoran,
CAMPreceived astate grantin
1987 and changed its name to
UMS.

Despite budget concerns,
UMS has continued to serve
the need of migrant students.

“Because of documents
needed to qualify for financial
aid, more and more students
are forced to drop out of the
university. Therefore, there is
agreater need to help students
moreand more,” Moreno said.

The programs success, ac-
cording to Moreno, is due to
the personal attention the stu-
dents receive in a family at-
mosphere.

In addition to problems
adapting to the stresses of col-
lege, somestudentsexperience
stress problems because they
were excluded from legaliza-

tionby the 1986 Amnesty Law.

Counselors are usually able
to help with problems. How-
ever, according to Moreno,
when they can’t help, students
are referred to someone who
specializes in the area of con-
cern.

Diaz and Moreno instigated
themigrantassistance program
inhopesof ending or lessening
personaland educational wor-
ries.

“We saw a growing number
of migrant students at this
university who needed help,”
said Moreno.

Moreno declined to give the
names of students with this
problem because of the issue’s
sensitive nature.

“] feel that there are a lot of
people who would react nega-
tively aboutourstudents’ prob-
lems,” said Moreno.
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MEChA

*Continued from page 1

a“cultural night” that consisted of
poetry readings by Juan Felipe
Herrera, Margarita Robles and
Jorge Reynoso followed by “El
Soldado Razo” a play by Ruben
Fuentes. Ballet Folklorico de
Dinuba capped off the night of
Chicano culture.

Early Saturday morning thecon-
ference participants assembled in
the Satellite Student Uniontohear

guest speakers Arturo Rodriguez
from United Farm Workers, Dr.
William Flores, chair of Chicano
and Latin American Studies de-
partment and Ben Benavidez,
President of State and National
Mexican-American Political Asso-
ciation.

The participants then chose to
attend one of the nine workshops
offered. Two sessions of work-
shops were held, onebeforelunch
and one after.

“I thought the workshops went
very smoothly, I was very im-
pressed with the information pre-
sented,” said Claudia Soria, a stu-
dent from Kings River Commu-
nity College.

In addition to hamburgers and
Pepsi, the conference participants
were treated to the music of Ma-
rimba de la Pefia during lunch.
The music was followed by a
speechfroma former nun wishing
to be known as the “woman who

sang the songs of truth.”

Her speech focused on theinjus-
tices Chicanos have faced and ad-
dressed the problems holding them
back.

~“We have been robbed and in-
sulted by the rich. We have toshow
them that we willnotsell ourselves
to the dominantsociety,” she said.
“They took away our land, our
beliefs, ourlanguage—everything
we had.”

“We are foreigners and strang-

ers in our own land. We are not
Americans we are Mechistas.”
“Wehavetofight. Wemust fight
forour freedom to speak. We must
fight for a better share of politics
and the economy. We must fight
against poverty and oppression.”
Thedance following the confer-
ence was cancelled due toanalter-
cationbetween conference partici-
pants. The organizers of the 22nd
annual MEChA conference were
unavailable for comment.

Committee

*Continued froin page 3

tees selecta presidential selection ad-
visory committee that “fully encom-
passesthediversity” and ethniccom-
position of the particular university’s
service area.

CSUF’s service area is 40 percent
Chicano and 19.8 percent of the stu-
dent body is Chicano.

“That [legislation] was something
that was initiated here,” Flores said.
If the legislation passes, all other
universities would have to follow
these guidelines

“Weare trying torestore fairness to

the process,” said Flores.

He believes that Valverde “has a
very good shot” at being chosen to
replace president Harold Haak.

“Itisclear that the trusteesarelook-
ing for someone who is a good man-
ager and is willing to make cuts,”
Flores said.

“Valverde has a good track rec-
ord,” hesaid. “As faras whether they
will hire him, I don’t know.”

It is important for the new presi-
dent to be committed to affirmative
action, faculty diversity programsand
educational equity programsinaddi-
tion to being sensitive to the needs of

therapidly growing Chicano popula-
tion at CSUF, said Flores.

Commencement
*Continued from page 1

eachgraduatearecalled,along
withthe parents’ names, home-
town, high school and career
goals. The students and their
parents are included in the
graduating process.

After the ceremony, there
will be a reception followed by
mariachis in The Bucket. The
organizerssaid it’sa chance for
everyone to celebrate the ac-
complishments of -those
who’ve graduated.

“It’s just a very nice thing,”
Olgin said. “We like to do this,
we really like to do this.”

Spanish
* Continued from page 2

Without looking around toseeif a brown
person might have been walking by, he
continued his tirade. “This is America and
we have to deal with this shit. Learn Eng-
lish! How fucking embarassing!”

L] L] L

I wonder what his reaction would be
if I spoke no English and was trying to
operate the Versateller before him?

That person doesn’t realize exactly
how valuable those Spanish-speaking
peopleare to thisnation and itsrich cor-
porations.

Although I do know how to speak
English,I have been using the Spanish

Castaneda
*Continued from page 3

regard for the welfare of those workers.

“Mexico will sign anything. It makes
no sense to sign agreements without
any teethin them,” hesaid. “[ Thisagree-
ment]makes nosense. It makesnosense
tonegotiatea free-trade agreementand
leave out workers.”

Castafieda discussed the “cheap la-
bor” pool in Mexico and said the agree-
ment gives Mexico an opportunity to
exploit that labor. He compared the
earnings of a Mexican worker to that of
an American worker to demonstrate
the way that American corporations
moving into Mexico will be able to
exploit the Mexican worker.

In Mexico, Castaneda said, an aver-

age worker makes about 25,000 pesos a
day, orabout$8. Thatamounts toabout
$1 an hour, and that, Castafieda said, is
“what cheap labor means.

“That’s what Mexico is bringing to
the party. To the North American free-
trade party Mexico’s coming in with its
cheap labor,” he said.

Castafieda urged the United States
government to reconsider signing the
agreement because Mexico is not a
democratic government. The U.S.
shouldn’tfavor making deals with what
Castafieda calls an “authoritarian”
system.

“The last thing the United States
should do is to become a supporter of
the last authoritarian political system
surviving practically on the Latin
American mainland.”

option on the Versateller. It identifies
more with my culture and people, and
mostofall I'm very proud tobe a Span-
ish speaker.

Last month when I received my bill
from PG&E, I was pleased to see the
many languages included in a special
insert. Clearly thiscompany knowsthat
through English-only policies it would
only mean less business for them.

Sure, everyone who comes to this
country may lead a better life by know-
ing how to speak English.

In the 20 years that my father has
been in this country — without know-
ing hardly any English— noonein my
family has been without food, and, no,

we’ve never been on welfare, either.

Without our non-English speaking
people we would never have had any
food on our tables. Even the most so-
phisticated machinery nowadays can’t
pick lettuce, peaches, oranges or bell
peppers.

“Thisis Americaloveitorleaveit” —

one of the most common phrases used

to shield against people who have dif-
ferentopinions— hasbeen soingrained
in peoples’ minds that I've even heard
immigrants, who have become “accul-
turated,” use it.

America is a melting pot and not a
barrel of English speaking assholes.

1991 Chicano Commencement
~ Celebration magazines now on sale!

section of 1991 Chicano graduates.

CSUF's Chicano Journalism Students Association is now taking orders
for its current edition of DESTINOS magazine, which features a portrait

DESTINOS will be available on May 24 for $2 each. Copies will also be
available at the May 25 celebration in the CSUF Amphitheatre.

CaLL 278-5366 TORESERVE A COPY TODAY!
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