Welcome to the District 5/6 State Qualifying Tournament!

February 17-18, 2012

Chiawana HIgh School

It’s a pleasure to welcome you and your competitors to the State Qualifier.  In an effort to stay as consistent as possible with past procedures, we will use most of the same rules and limitations as before this season.

State berths per event.  According to state allocations, District 5/6 has been allotted 9 berths per 4A IE event and 6 per 3A IE event, 3 berths per Debate event, and 8 total Student Congress berths.

Entry limitations.  All Individual events competitors will be classified as open, as per the State Tournament in March.  Accordingly, we will limit each speaker to one entry per student per pattern, with no Tall Tales or Editorial Commentary being offered as they are not state events.  Three district-nominated entries in Public Forum will be sent.  Competitors in debate may enter only one form of debate - PF, LD, or CX, and each school may qualify only 2 of the 3 berths available.  In order to prepare for State, we will use an open case list in CX and the March LD topic (comes out on February 1).   Student Congress is allocated 2 slots per team that is identified as a Congress school.  A school may qualify no more than half of the total Congress slots to state.

School Limitations.  Any team wishing to participate in the State Qualifying tournament needs to have competed at at least one district tournament during the regular season.  

Competitor Limitations.  To be eligible for the State qualifier, each competitor needs to have competed at some point in the season in the category they are entering:  individual events, debate, student congress.

Seeding.  On the entry form enclosed, seed each of your competitors in their events, 1 being your best competitor and 5 being your lowest.  This will help in the determining of brackets and matching throughout the tournament.  Registration will occur on forensicstournament.net, and coaches should be sure to enter in their school category (3A or 4A).

Finals.  We will hold finals in any event only if there is an unbreakable tie; in past tournaments, the preliminary rounds have generated the qualifiers without going to a finals round.  In the event we have an unbreakable tie, we will go to a finals round; here are the tie breaking procedures up to that point:


1.
Combined rank


2.
Combined rating


3.
Highest rank in a round


4.
Highest rating in a round


5.
School preference (based on fewest state berths)

In an attempt to qualify as many of our district schools as possible, we may use a school itself as a final place tiebreaker.  

Judges:  Here are some general guidelines for judging at Districts:
1.
Bring enough judges to cover your events.
As per regular season guidelines, 1 judge covers up to six individual IE entries, 2 LD’s or PF’s, and 1 CX.  Though it is reasonable to hire a judge from the district to cover your entries, realistically we don’t have the judges available at the traveling tournaments to meet this need. So, please provide as 
many as you can for your own group.  Failure to bring required judges may result in having to drop lower seeded competitors in events.

2.
Bring qualified judges.  Especially in LD, PF and CX, judges with some sort of experience are essential.  When the judging pool becomes limited, it is hard to ask an IE judge to step into CX or LD where they have never judged before.  Be sure all have stopwatches as well.  

3.
Bring only adult judges.  Student judges are fine during the season, but we want to avoid controversy at the State qualifier.  If possible, try to hold some practice rounds for newer judges so they are aware of event rules and limitations.  No 1st-year judges.

District 5/6

State Qualifying Tournament Schedule

Chiawana High School

Pasco, WA.


Friday, February 17


Saturday, February 18
4:30

Registration 


8:30

Extemp. posting



Extemp.  posting


9:00

Rd. 1 Pattern A



Judge clinic


10:00
Rd. 1 Pattern B


5:00

Rd. 1 CX / LD


11:15
Rd. 2 Pattern A



Congress Session I

12:15
Rd. 2 Pattern B

6:00

Rd. 2 CX / LD


1:30

Rd. 3 Pattern A

7:00

Congress Session II

2:30

Rd. 3 Pattern B

7:00

Rd. 3 CX / LD


4:00

Finals in all



8:00

Rd.  4 CX / LD


5:30

Awards





What to do before State Qualifying:

1.
Determine eligibility of all competitors in events by confirming their participation in IEs, Debate, or Congress during the season.  This notification must be made both to the district and the state.

2.
Have registration prepared by the Wednesday before the tournament; adds can be made up through the Thursday before the tournament, and drops can be declared without penalty the Friday before the tournament.  Drops made the day of the tournament will not receive reimbursement from a team’s entry fee.

3.
Secure enough judges to meet your minimum requirement: 1 judge per 6 IEs, 2 LD or PF, and 1 CX.  Teams not meeting judging requirements will be forced to drop competitors until the numbers are balanced.

4.
All Interpretation events must have a script check before competing at the Qualifier.  This means the actual printed version of the script or pieces FROM THEIR ACTUAL SOURCE must accompany all competitors to the tournament or they will not be allowed to compete.  This is a standard expectation at the State tournament as well.

After State Qualifying:

1.
I will notify the state director of our entry numbers plus alternates;  state tournament 
registration should be sent in ASAP to process.  State registration this year is through the web site Joy of Tournaments and must be filed in a timely manner.

2.
If a competitor cannot fill their earned spot to state, let both Lois Gorne and I know immediately so that the slot can be filled with our next alternate.  With only two or three weeks separating the two tournaments, this time is needed to accommodate replacements.

3.
Notify me of your state results; I will spread the good news of  our district’s success.
