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Province of the Greater Northeast
Province Tournament
at West Chester University February 11-12 2012




December 15, 2011

Brothers and Sisters of Pi Kappa Delta:

We cordially invite you to the 2012 Province of the Greater Northeast Tournament hosted by West Chester University.  The tournament will offer 3 rounds of Individual Events and 4 rounds of Parliamentary , Lincoln-Douglas Debate and College Public Forum with awards to the Superior and Excellent performers in each event.  Information on registering for the tournament can be found on the next few pages.

Jason Wood has arranged hotel accommodations for us.  Please contact him at Jason@traveladvocates.com or jlwood3773@gmail.com for reservations.

We look forward to seeing you in West Chester this Spring!

Sincerely,

Mark Hickman, Governor
Dan West, Lt. Governor/Tournament Director




Individual Events will be held in two patterns.  Students may enter up to three events in each pattern.

Pattern A: Extemp, Persuasive, Program Oral Interp, Duo Interp, Poetry, 
Pattern B: Impromptu, Dramatic, After Dinner, Comm Analysis, Prose, Informative

Students may enter LD, Parliamentary Debate or College Public Forum.  Students may only enter ONE format of debate.


Tentative Schedule

Saturday, February 11
9:00			Registration – Main Hall Lobby 
9:30			Debate Round 1
11:00 		Extemp Draw
11:30		Round 1A
12:45		Round 1B
2:00 			Debate Round 2
2:00 			PKD Coaches Meeting
3:15			Extemp Draw
3:45			Round 2A
5:00			Round 2B
6:15			Debate Round 3

Sunday, February 12

8:00			Extemp Draw
8:30			Round 3A
9:45			Round 3B
11:00		Debate Round 4
12:15		Event Showcases
1:30			Awards 














Contest Rules


1. Contestants must be currently enrolled undergraduate students at the college or university they represent at the tournament and may not hold a baccalaureate degree.
2. No material may have been used in competition (including high school) prior to the 2011-2012 academic year.
3. Each school may enter an unlimited number of contestants per event, realizing that large entries may cause team members to compete in the same sections.
4. A student may enter three events in each grouping.  A student is permitted two duos with different partners. 
5. All literature for interpretation must be presented from manuscripts and will follow PKD rules.  
6. Visual aids are permitted in ALL events.
7. While a distinct competitive advantage is obvious for memorized presentation of prepared speaking events, limited notes for these events are permitted.  Contestants should be aware (especially in close rounds) that the use of notes will likely be the judge’s deciding factor in rank and rating.
8. Fees and Dates:
a. Checks should be made payable to Pi Kappa Delta 
b. Tournament fees will be $8.00 for each IE or Debate entry.  A duo counts as one entry.
c. Entries must be received no later than 5:00 EST on Tuesday, February 7, 2012.  Please email the tournament through http://www.forensicstournament.net
Any changes after the entry deadline will incur the following additional fees:
· $10.00 per slot through Thursday (additions only if space permits)
· $15.00 per slot and $40 per dropped judge through Friday (additions cannot be accepted at this time)
· $25 per IE slot, $50 per debater, and $120 per judge plus judging fees at registration.  No additions will be accepted at registration.
9. Judges:
Schools are to provide one judge for every six entries or fraction thereof in IE and one judge for every two L-D debaters or Parli teams or fraction thereof.  Judges may be hired at a rate of $10 for each uncovered IE entry and $60.00 for each uncovered debater.  Program directors are asked to inform judges representing their squads NOT to: 1) provide oral critiques, or 2) disclose rankings or debate decisions.
10. Three rounds of competition will be held in each Individual Event.    Four rounds or competition will be held in debate.  



11. Awards:
a. Awards will be presented to the Superior (top 10%) and Excellence (next 20%) of contestants in each event.
b. Sweepstakes will be given to the top six schools.
1) Each school’s top three speakers in all events will count towards the school’s sweepstakes total.
2) Individual Events and LD:
Superior = 5 points
Excellent = 4 points
Good = 3 points
Participation = 1 point
3) Parliamentary Debate
Superior = 10 points
Excellent = 8 points
Good = 6 points
Participation = 2 point

12. L-D Debate:
We will use the NFA resolution and rules.  We will enforce the same standards as the NFA regarding speedy delivery and judges who encourage it.  The resolution is:

RESOLVED:  THE UNITED STATES FEDERAL GOVERNMENT SHOULD SIGNIFICANTLY CHANGE ITS TRADE POLICY AND/OR PRACTICES WITH THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA.
Format:	Affirmative Constructive	6 minutes
					Cross-examination	3 minutes
				Negative Constructive	7 minutes
					Cross-examination	3 minutes
				Affirmative Rebuttal		6 minutes
				Negative Rebuttal		6 minutes
				Affirmative Rejoinder	3 minutes
				Each debater’s prep time	4 minutes

13. Parliamentary Debate – Topics will be announced in the Extemp/Parli prep room at the beginning of the rounds.  Teams will have 20 minutes to prepare.  Debating must begin 20 minutes after the announcement of the topic.

14. College Public Forum will utilize the January/February topic (which will be announced on January 7th).   Please see the attached sheets for information on College Public Forum.
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College Public Forum 
1.  Philosophy:  Public Forum focuses on advocacy of a position derived from the issues presented in the resolution.  Competitors in this team event advocate or reject a position posed by a resolution (prepared by the College Public Forum committee and distributed via the IE-L).  The clash of idea must be communicated in a manner persuasive to the non-specialist or “citizen judge”, i.e. a member of the American jury.  Public Forum should:  
a. Display solid logic, lucid reasoning, and depth of analysis.
b. Utilize evidence without being driven by it.
c. Present a clash of ideas by countering/refuting arguments of the opposing team (rebuttal)
d. Communicate ideas with civility, clarity, organization, eloquence, and professional decorum.

This is not a debate event, per se, and as such, teams do not have prime facie burdens or the burden of rejoinder.  Instead, teams are asked to advocate for (pro) or against (con) the ideas and policies represented within the resolution.  

Since this is not a debate event, in the traditional sense, teams are prohibited from utilizing plans (formalized comprehensive proposals for implementation), counterplans and kritiks (off-topic arguments).  Multiple competitive venues exist for the application of these argumentative strategies.

2.  Resolutions:  Resolutions will be distributed three times a year.  Topics will be announced on the College Public Forum Website and the IE-L.
a. September 20th for tournaments during Oct/Nov.
b. January 7th for tournaments during Jan/Feb.
c. February 10th for the CPF and PKD National Tournaments.

3. Procedure and order of speeches:  Prior to EVERY round and in the presence of the judge(s), a coin is tossed by one team and called by the other team.  The team that wins the flip may choose one of two options:  EITHER the SIDE of the topic they wish to defend (pro or con) OR the SPEAKING POSITION they wish to have (begin the debate or end the debate).  The remaining option (SIDE OR SPEAKING POSITION) is the choice of the team that loses the flip.  Once speaking positions and sides have been determined, the debate begins (the con team may lead, depending on the coin flip results).  Note:  The round begins at the conclusion of the coin flip/sides/positions discussion.  Contestants may not leave the room or consult with coaches after the coin flip, which begins the round.
a. First Speaker – Team A				5 minutes
b. First Speaker – Team B				5 minutes
c. Crossfire (first question by speaker A1)		3 minutes
d. Second Speaker – Team A				5 minutes
e. Second Speaker – Team B				5 minutes
f. Crossfire (first question by A2)			3 minutes
g. Summary – First Speaker – Team A			3 minutes
h. Summary – First Speaker – Team B			3 minutes
i. Closing Arguments – Second Speaker – Team A	3 minutes
j. Closing Arguments – Second Speaker – Team B	3 minutes	
k. Prep Time						2 minutes per team

4. Timing:   Judges and/or debaters should keep track of speaking time.
  
5. Plans/Counterplans:  In College Public Forum, neither side is permitted to offer a plan nor a counterplan (formalized comprehensive proposal for implementation).  Instead, each team should offer reasoning to support a position of advocacy.   Debaters may offer generalized, practical solutions.

6. Oral Critiques:  No debate ballot may be turned in without a reason for decision.  Oral commentary is not considered a substitute for the written ballot.  CPF and the ICFL discourage judges from disclosing decisions in preliminary rounds of competition.  The ballot serves as a valuable educational tool to the teams and their coaches.  Comments made by a judge (orally or written) should be constructive and professional.

7. Judges:  The use of community judges is strongly encouraged.

8. Governance:  College Public Forum is sponsored by the Intercollegiate Forensics League (ICFL) and all matters not covered in this description will be clarified by the ICFL committee.

9. National Tournament and Qualifications:  Each school in attendance at the College Public Forum National Tournament will be allowed to enter two at-large teams.  All additional entries from each school must qualify for the national tournament by being ranked in the top half of teams (with no more than 8 qualifications at any tournament) at a sanctioned Public Forum Tournament during the regular season.  

10. Sanctioning:  All College Public Forum participants are encouraged to be active members of this new forensics community and any and all suggestions and concerns should be directed to the ICFL committee.  All College Public Forum tournaments must use the appropriate resolution and must be sanctioned by the ICFL.  Sanctioning is available to all schools at the fee of $1 per team College Public Forum Team entered into competition.  To receive sanctioning, a tournament must:
a. Have a minimum of three schools competing in public forum
b. Have a minimum of 4 teams in attendance.
c. Hold a minimum of 4 rounds of competition.
d. Use the appropriate CPF topic.
e. Submit a completed sanctioning form (attached)
f. Submit a complete set of tournament results (prelim rounds as well as a completed elim bracket, clearly identifying first and last names as well as school affiliations of all competitors).
g. Pay the sanctioning fee.
h. NOTE:  Any school in attendance may complete the sanctioning process for a tournament.  

11. A guide to competing in Public Forum can be found at: http://www.nflonline.org/uploads/AboutNFL/cr103pf_instr.pdf
Note:  This guide was written for high school Public Forum, and the events have slight differences.

12. A guide to judging Public Forum can be found at:  http://www.nflonline.org/uploads/CoachingResources/Public%20Forum%20Judge%20Overview.pdf
Note:  This guide was written for high school Public Forum, and the events have slight differences.


13.  Sample resolutions:  Listed below are resolutions used in High School Public Forum.   College Public Forum will use resolutions similar to the ones listed below:

a. Resolved: That, by 2040, the federal government should mandate that all new passenger vehicles and light trucks sold in the United States be powered by alternative fuels
b. Resolved: That the United States government should implement universal health care modeled after the French system."
c. Resolved: That the United States should significantly increase its use of nuclear energy.
d. Resolved: That the United States should implement a military draft.
e. Resolved: That the US Government should increase social services for indigenous peoples in America.
f. Resolved: That eliminating United States government budget deficits should be prioritized over increasing domestic spending.
g. Resolved: That the Fairness Doctrine should be reinstated.
h. Resolved: That the private ownership of handguns should be banned in the United States

14. For more information:   If you are interested in competing in College Public Forum, there are many resources available at the National Forensics League at http://www.nflonline.org
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