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First check with your partner to make sure that you know what your position is. For example, you are the Prime Minister and she is the Deputy Prime Minister. 

After you have done your research, carefully reading 6 to 10 articles on the topic and reviewing what the textbook says about your controversy, select the two or three best arguments that you want to present. 
The first speaker takes two of these arguments and puts them into the outline template below. The second speaker will also put these arguments into their outline, but they will give more reasons why the argument is true to rebuild the case after. The second speaker may add one (or two) other arguments as well after answering the attacks of the other team. 

Roles for BP Debating
Condensed from the Guide by Perry Herzfeld, University of Melbourne, Australia
First Government Team

Prime Minister: 
He or she will begin with a brief attention getter (story, questions, reference to common experience or need) Then the PM will state the proposition and define terms. He or she may present a plan (if required), announces the team split (what partner will cover) for the Opening Government and then delivers his or her two (or maybe three) points.

The definition provided by the Prime Minister cannot be challenged by the Opposition Leader except in three narrowly defined situations. In effect, this grants the Opening Government a divine right of definition. This means that squirrels inhabit many BP debates. 
Deputy Prime Minister:
The Deputy Prime Minister rebuts the Opposition Leader and then delivers his or her one or two points which are what the Prime Minister announced in the split. He or she should spend about two or three minutes of his or her speech on rebuttal and the rest on positive material.
First Opposition Team
Opposition Leader:
Opposition leader should spend about two or three minutes of his or her speech on rebuttal and the rest on positive material. Often the Opening Opposition will have to react very quickly to the case being run by the Opening Government and come up with a case on the fly.
The Deputy Opposition Leader:
The Deputy Opposition Leader rebuts the Deputy Prime Minister and then delivers his or her three points, which are what the Opposition Leader announced in the split. He or she should spend about two or three minutes of his or her speech on rebuttal and the rest on positive material.

Second Government Team
Member of Government:
The Government Member rebuts the Deputy Opposition Leader and then provides an “extension” – or new perspective or philosophy -- to the Opening Government’s case. He or she should spend about two or three minutes on rebuttal and then give the extension. An extension is essentially a new perspective on the debate. An extension may constitute a new argument to support the model the Opening Government proposed, a new framework for analysis or any other thing that differentiates the Closing Government from the Opening Government within the grounds of the debate set out.
 Government Whip:
The Government Whip then acts like the third speaker in a three-on-three debate. He or she does not introduce new material. He or she rebuts the whole of the Opposition’s case, including the extension, and provides a summary. This rebuttal will, of course, be thematic and signposted. He or she will try to emphasize the Closing Government’s extension as the key issue or framework for analysis in the debate and emphasize it again in his or her summary. He or she should spend the vast majority of his or her speech on rebuttal with the summary taking less than a minute.
Second Opposition Team
Member of the Opposition:
The Opposition Member rebuts the Government member and then provides an extension to the Closing Government’s case. He or she should spend about three or four minutes on rebuttal and then provide the extension.
Opposition Whip:
The Opposition whip does not introduce new material but rebuts the whole of the Government’s case. He or she emphasizes the Closing Opposition’s extension as the key issue or framework for analysis in the debate. He or she will also provide a summary. He or she should spend the vast majority of his or her speech on rebuttal with the summary taking less than a minute.
___________________________________

Outline of Requirements for Each Speech
First Government Team
Prime Minister: 
Ready:       Attention getter
                  State the proposition 
Aim:
Define the key terms
Provide a plan of action or philosophy justifying your value.
Preview team split (what you and partner will cover)
Preview case outline
Fire: Present two (or maybe three) main arguments. Number each point: first, second. 
Flag:
End with impact of case -- why it is worthwhile. Challenge audience to accept your case. 
Deputy Prime Minister:
Ready:
Attention getter
Refer to plan of action or philosophy justifying your value.
Aim:
State that your purpose is to rebut Opposition Leader and rebuild the government case.
Preview your speech.
Fire:
First answer Opp. Leader attacks to case by restating your partner's arguments and giving more reasons why they are true. 
Second present one or two new case arguments announced by the PM split
Flag:
End with impact on why you control the ground and win
_____________________________
First Opposition Team
Opposition Leader:
Ready:
Attention getter
Opposition philosophy justifying your value or plan of action
Aim:
Preview speech
Provide split – say what points your partner will cover
Fire:
First rebut the government case point by point
Second present new reasons why the Government is wrong 
(case is not a significant harm, will not solve the problem or it will make things worse)
Flag:
State impact – conclude with summary on why opposition is right
The Deputy Opposition Leader:
Ready:
Attention getter
Refer to opposition plan of action or philosophy
Aim:
Preview speech
Fire: 
First answer arguments of Deputy Prime Minister by giving more reasons why your partner's arguments are true. 
Second provide your own arguments announced by 
partner in the split
Flag:       State impact – conclude with summary on why opposition is right
_____________________________
Second Government Team

Member of Government:
Ready:      Attention getter
                 Reaffirm government plan of action or philosophy
Aim:
Preview speech
Fire:
First rebut Deputy Opposition Leader by restating your partner's arguments and giving new reasons why they are true, answer objections of other team. 
Second provide extension (new perspective of the controversy) to the Opening 
Government’s case. 

Government Whip:
Ready: Attention getter
Aim:
State purpose is to summarize the debate and not provide new material
Preview speech (pick out the best arguments of each side to show that your sides view is winning.)
Fire: 
Rebut Opposition’s whole case, including the extension (their unique way of viewing the controversy)
Restate your partner's arguments, answer objections to them and emphasize the Closing Government’s arguments are best. 
In last minute summarize whole debate from Government’s          perspective
Flag:
End with an impact statement stating that the Government team wins, 
controls the ground
_____________________________
Second Opposition Team
Member of the Opposition:
Ready: Attention getter

Aim: Preview speech

Fire: First rebut the Member of Government point by point. 

Second provide an extension (new way of viewing the topic) in response to the second Government 
Team. Present two arguments that add to the first team's ideas. 

Flag: State impact of speech in proving that you dominate the ground.

Opposition Whip:
Ready:       Attention getter

Aim:
State purpose is to summarize the debate and not provide new material
Preview speech
Fire: 
Rebut Government’s whole case, including their extension. 
Restate your partner's arguments, answer attacks against them, give more reasons why they are true, emphasize the Second Opposition’s perspective is best in understanding the debate.
In last minute summarize debate from Opposition’s perspective
Flag: End with an impact statement stating that you control 
the ground and win the debate.

___________________________




Prime Minister Debate Case Sample Outline
I. Introduction: Abortion is a serious problem and our society is turning a blind eye to the pain and suffering it promote.
        A. A teenaged girl finds herself unexpectedly pregnant, he doctor offers her a quick fix, “no one will ever know, and you can continue your life as normal”. This young woman goes to the local hospital to undergo an abortion procedure. Down the hall from where she is being operated on another doctor delivers a healthy baby and hands to elated new parents. Is this right? Is abortion a “quick fix that no one will ever know about”?

That is why we the Government team are pleased to affirm the proposition: 
Abortion should be significantly restricted in the United States
       B. Definitions:
Abortion: Surgical termination of fetus at any time during gestational period.
Significantly: to a great extent or degree as compared to the current situation.

        C. Preview: Today we support of the resolution for two reasons: First, abortion harms both the unborn child and the mother. And second we will prove that abortion is unjustified because the fetus is a human being. 

        D. Transition: Let me turn to our first argument. 
II. Abortion causes physiologically harms to both mother and baby.
      A. The fetus feels a great deal of pain during the procedure.
                          I will paraphrase because of highly technical medical language; K.J.S. of Harvard Medical School published a paper in which he said that sensory receptors for the sensation of pain exist in a fetus beginning at 7 weeks and he also goes into depth about mature brain synaptic connections that facilitate the experience of pain in the fetus.

        B. The mother suffers from post-traumatic syndrome, reproductive difficulty, depression, relational dysfunction, haunting dreams, and a 3 fold increase in her chances of getting breast cancer.

       C. Transition: Now that we know of the harms of abortion, let’s turn to why abortion kills a living human being. 
III. Abortion is the unjust killing of an innocent human being.

       A. Fulfills scientific criteria for life: capable of reproduction and development, responsive to stimuli, homeostatic, take in and use energy.

Professor Micheline Roth of Harvard Medical School said “…it is scientifically correct to say that an individual human life begins at conception.”

      B. Morally wrong: the Bible forbids us to kill the innocent. 
1. Moral contradiction: the moment after birth, if someone killed the baby, they would be punished for murder. Over 50 million babies have been killed in the womb for the last 37 years, yet abortion is considered a “right.” 
2. Medically contradiction: doctors are meant to save lives, not to take them. Doctors are violating the Hippocratic Oath which forbids doing harm.
3. Transition: Now that we know why abortion is wrong, we propose a way to stop it. 

IV. Plan of Action: Make all abortion illegal, allowing exceptions for cases when the mother’s life depends on fetal termination when the following conditions are met: 
               1) Three doctors and the parents must agree and sign a document verifying the absolute necessity of the abortion.
2) This necessary abortion may not occur after 25 weeks of gestation, when the fetus is viable outside of the uterus.

IV. Conclusion: We urge you to join us in ending the physiological and psychological hardships of abortion. 
1. No longer will innocent fetuses be subject to excruciating pain and death.
2. Mothers will not have to suffer all of the side effects of abortion (which they are not warned of before hand) previously mentioned. Breast cancer incidences will also be reduced.
3. No more unjust murder of human beings. No longer will 4,000 babies die each day as a result of a medical procedure. America will no longer be violating God’s law. Society will no longer be condoning unjust murder. 
- Bibliography
- Abortion and the Christian - What Every Believer Should Know." Abortion Facts. <http://www.abortionfacts.com/online_books/cplbo/AbortionandtheXian.Chap4.asp>. 
- "Bible Gateway." Bible Gateway. <http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/>. 
- "Historical Abortion Beliefs of the Church." Religious Tolerance. <http://www.religioustolerance.org/abo_hist.htm>. 
- "Is Abortion Really Murder?" Rapture Ready. 
- <http://www.raptureready.com/faq/faq196.html>. 
- "Materialien: IdentitäT Und Holicaust." Eui. <http://www.eui.eu/Personal/Researchers/pyper/humboldt/ausschnitt.htm>. 
- Bible, New International Version. Various verses.
- "Philo of Alexandria." Internet Encyclopedia of Philosophy. <http://www.iep.utm.edu/p/philo.htm>. 
- "What the Bible Says About Abortion." Covenant News. <http://www.covenantnews.com/cspa990830.htm>. 

See Chapter 13 Page 361 for proper outline format

