2026 NOF Maple Invitational Extemp Prompts

. Is deep-sea mining for critical minerals a necessary tradeoff for the clean energy
transition, or an ecological disaster in the making?

. Is the declining American birth rate a crisis that warrants federal pro-natalist policy
intervention?

. Should Western nations formally engage with the Taliban government in order to address
Afghanistan's humanitarian collapse?

. Is Japan's record ¥122.3 trillion state budget a welcome strengthening of the US—Japan
alliance, or the start of a destabilizing Asian arms race?



