Dear Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) Stakeholder,

The benefits derived frq a chilid participatior;q a speech andebategprogram are
extensive and wellsdocumente@=Not only doesi@ child improve f vocalulary, logical thinking,
writing, vocal presentatidn; ex@@sure to literature;and current gventg, bt their thirst for
knowledge and selfsimproven@nt-is piqued, Ieﬁng to a self- 0 idenge they will count on
and carry with themor the resigof their lives. TWese qualities ang the’fearlessness they
bestow are one of the many rg@sons that colle@@ admissions St& '
debate to be one of the most d@sirable activitieg: ’
in it are one of the sufest bets i@ be able to surit

\-

S.dh that stu /ents who compete
3s8es and riggbrs of college life.

/

LAUSD schools! There s a flo ) \ditiebate competitions occurring
at the elementary, middl& and hig abil
dominated by private sch@ols angiafter schooli@ agedemies; which are keenly
aware of the activity’s benéfits an@anxious to e advantage'to their clients.
Lamentably, no LAUSD elerentaf debate, while only three
middle schools have been fortuna 0g lyschool level, of the 168
schools soon to compete at the\Stale ighshi amepit in April, only eleven hail

As an alumnus of the LAUSD and the [iversity of Cglifétnia, | strongly believe in the
potential of public education. It was throdgh patticipafion ih school activities like speech and
debate and the Academic Decathlon that§wastablgfto find a reason to rush to the library
after school or on a hot summer’s day andgeithgr rgsearch a law or find a selection from
Shakespeare that | could perform. | cannogimdging how much emptier and subdued my
journey through high school would have b&en with@ut Saturday speech competitions to look
forward to. This is why | cannot countenange tlje cirrent state of exclusivity for speech and
debate. It stands today as a mysterious “A#xury;’ itef§, and | ask you to help me change that.

As the Director of Speech & Debate at BECamino Real Charter High School, | invite you (and
your children/students) to our inaugusakE¥: Count¥Orater's Cup on Saturday, May 17th, a
first of its kind speech competitions#ere it will not matter¥hat school a child attends, but
rather his or her interest to haveti, .overcomé&fear and eXperience the infectious synergy
that takes place at a speech BrRen ere-nicely=oj 2d children challenge
themselves to persuade or ¢ y), all the while seeing that
they fit quite well among hig at to form bonds with. For a
small fee (which goes up af divisions for elementary,
middle and high school stug ar from in years to come.
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Ricardo A. Velasquez (rvd@me.com) * (323) 744-9888 « www.ecrspeech.org/orators-cup




