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Dear Forensics Colleagues,






     Nov. 14, 2013
The University of Central Missouri Forensics Program, Department of Communication and Sociology, and Missouri Association of Forensics Activities cordially invite you to the 2014 MAFA State Championship Tournament, which will be held on the UCM campus February 14th and 15th, 2014 (there is no better way to spend Valentine’s Day weekend than with the activity and community we love!). We will continue opening our tournament to non-Missouri schools, but will separately tabulate Missouri state champions in each event and in sweepstakes categories. 
Our state tournament offers (assuming entry numbers permit) novice and open divisions of both National Parliamentary Debate Association (NPDA) and National Forensic Association Lincoln-Douglas Debate on Friday.  We will also be offering Public Forum this year, which will be paired against NPDA on Friday. A novice division of Public Forum is highly dependent upon entry numbers. Debaters will be allowed to enter both NPDA and LD or Public Forum and LD.  However, they cannot enter both NPDA and Public Forum. There is an 18 debater limit per school, with a 12 debater limit for each school per debate format. Qualification (for national tournament attendance) and/or use of points for national sweepstakes systems will be dependent on the size of the pools in the three debate events. 

The tournament will also feature the standard 11 individual events of the American Forensic Association on Saturday, Feb. 15th.  Each school’s overall I.E. entry must not exceed 44 slots. All entrants in persuasive speaking will need to conform to the rules for ‘Original Oratory’ listed in this invitation. The top two Missouri students in this event will then be qualified to represent the state of Missouri at the 2014 Interstate Oratorical Association competition in late April.
Just so you are aware and prepared, UCM became a non-smoking campus Jan. 1st, 2014.  Participants will need to leave campus grounds in order smoke.  Please contact Nikki Freeman (nfreeman@ucmo.edu) for more information.

Our tournament will take place in a fairly compact area, with no buildings more than a five minute walk from the Union. The University Union Food Court will be open for lunch on Friday, and the UCM Forensics Program will provide dinner Friday evening. Saturday’s lunch will be provided by MAFA.
We hope that you will come and join us in February! Please contact us with any questions you may have. 

Sincerely,
Nicole Freeman 





Jason Edgar




Asst. Director of Forensics, U of Central Missouri

Director of Debate, Crowder College

MAFA President, 2013-2014




MAFA President Elect, 2014-2015





2014 MAFA State Championship Tournament Schedule
Friday, February 14
7:30a.m: 

Registration (University Union Atrium)

8:00a.m: 

LD Round 1

9:00a.m:

LD Round 2

10:00a.m:

NPDA / Public Forum Round 1



(Central topic announce in Atrium, 20 min. prep) 
11:30a.m:

NPDA / Public Forum Round 2
12:45-1:30: 
Lunch (The union food court will be open)
1:30p.m:

LD Round 3
2:30p.m:

NPDA / Public Forum Round 3
3:45p.m:

LD Round 4
4:45p.m:

NPDA / Public Forum Round 4
6:00-6:45p.m:

Dinner Break Provided by MAFA
6:45p.m:

NPDA / Public Forum Round 5
8:00p.m:

LD Elimination Round 1
9:00p.m:

NPDA / Public Forum Elimination Round 1

· IE only schools are welcome to register Friday afternoon / evening
· The evening elimination round schedule will be adjusted based upon number of entries and elimination rounds needed.
Saturday, February 15
7:15a.m:

Registration for IE only schools (University Union Atrium)

7:30a.m. 

Extemp Draw

8:00a.m:
Round 1 Pattern A (Extemp, Oratory, DI, Poetry, Informative, Prose) 
9:15a.m:
Round 1 Pattern B (Impromptu, POI, Duo, ADS, CA) & LD Elimination 2
10:30a.m:

Extemp Draw
11:00a.m:
Round 2 Pattern A (Extemp, Oratory, DI, Poetry, Informative, Prose)

12:15- 1:00:
Lunch / Coaches’ lunch & MAFA meeting 
1:00p.m:
Round 2 Pattern B (Impromptu, POI, Duo, ADS, CA) & LD Elimination 3

2:15p.m:
NPDA / Public Forum Elimination Round 2

3:30p.m:
Extemp Draw for Finals

4:00p.m:
IE Finals Pattern A

5:30p.m:
IE Finals Pattern B

8:00p.m:
Awards

ASAP
NPDA / Public Forum Elimination Round 3 & Additional Elimination Rounds if needed

Special Schedule Notes:
We recognize that the debate schedule is quite tight for this two day tournament.  We wish there was more we could do to allow for a relaxing schedule, but we want to allow competitors to cross over and be as engaged as possible.  The first two rounds of all forms of debate will be pre-paired in order to help things run as efficiently as possible.  Please do your best to be on time and efficient as a competitor and/or judge. There will be a FIVE MINUTE grace period wherein the judge will forfeit any team or debater upon late arrival. THERE ARE TO BE NO ORAL CRITIQUES PRIOR TO THE CRITIC TURNING IN HIS OR HER BALLOT. We will insist on strict adherence to these rules. 
General Tournament Notes

Sweepstakes 

This policy seeks to maintain independent sweepstakes calculations for two parts (debate and individual events) of the tournament and then to arithmetically equalize the value. This policy seeks to maintain independent sweepstakes for the two parts of the overall sweepstakes. Sweepstakes will be calculated through the following formula: 6 points per NPDA/PF debate prelim win, 3 points per LD debate prelim win, and individual events as 3-2-1 for prelims and 12-10-8-6-4-2 for finals. After the sweepstakes are completed, each team’s score is calculated as a percentage of the total sweepstakes “pot” in each sweepstakes competition. Hence, there will be forced equality of 100 possible points for debate and 100 points for individual events. The percent scores of each team will be added together to calculate sweepstakes for overall purposes. Overall sweepstakes trophies will go to the top three schools entered in both individual events and debate. New this year is the Bill Cue Top Community College award, which will recognize the community college boasting the most sweepstakes points. 
Debate Guidelines
Each school is allowed 18 debaters, not to exceed 6 NPDA / Public Forum teams and 12 LD debaters. A student may enter both NPDA and LD or Public Forum and LD. There will be both open and novice divisions if numbers allow. Novice eligibility extends to students in their first year of college debate. All LD divisions will debate four (4) preliminary rounds plus elimination rounds. NPDA & Public Forum divisions will debate five (5) preliminary round plus appropriate elimination rounds. Note: LD debaters may crossover to compete in individual events, but they must limit themselves to one individual event in pattern B. They may compete in a full slate of pattern A individual events. 
Debate trophies will be presented to all open quarterfinals. The top novice in each division will receive a trophy. The top six speakers in each division will receive speaker awards. The top three schools who earn the most total points across all divisions will receive team sweepstakes trophies.

Debate sweepstakes calculations will be made using the preliminary records of the top twelve debaters across the three debate genres. An NPDA or Public Forum team is two debaters. An LD debater is one. Six points will be assigned for each preliminary round win in NPDA and Public Forum, and three will be assigned to the same in LD. 

For example, if a squad had four NPDA teams and four Lincoln-Douglas debaters, the twelve students counted for sweepstakes might be their top four NPDA teams and all four LD debaters, or some similar combination representing their debaters with the best record. Elimination round wins will not count toward sweepstakes. 
Individual Events Guidelines & Conflict Patterns
Pattern A: Extemp, Oratory, DI, Poetry, Informative, Prose

Pattern B: Impromptu, POI, After Dinner, Communication Analysis, Duo
Schools may enter up to 44 slots in individual events, distributed across all events. Trophies will be presented to the top six contestants in each event. A top novice award will also be given for each event. There will be three individual events sweepstakes trophies. For IEs, novices are defined as students in their first year of competition at the collegiate level. All individual events will follow the description, rules and guidelines of the American Forensic Association except where the rules for Oratory and Persuasion are in conflict (time, word limit, etc.). Only the top six entrants in any one event will count toward sweepstakes.

AFA rules will be followed for all individual events. Students should not enter material that has been used in competition before September 1, 2013. The tournament will follow AFA tabulation procedures. 

Extemp topics will cover issues pertinent to the socio-political realm with emphasis upon: international affairs, politics, and the economy. Students will be able to have access to wireless on the campus, however students entered in extemp may not use the internet for research during prep time. Of course, they are free to access digital extemp files. 

Impromptu participants will choose between two topics that will vary by round and section. Topics may be drawn from philosophical quotations, song lyrics, quotations from popular films, rhetorical artifacts, objects, or single-frame cartoons. If you have concerns or student needs in accordance to the ADA, please contact Nikki Freeman (nfreeman@ucmo.edu) for more information and to make arrangements.  

MAFA traditionally does not restrict the number of individual events a competitor can enter in a given flight, so students are free to enter as many as they wish (except for the LD debaters who are limited to only one event in pattern B). HOWEVER, we strongly suggest that competitors and their coaches limit themselves to only three individual events per pattern per student out of respect for the tournament schedule and staff. Do your part to make sure the tournament runs on time. Competitors will be responsible for making it to each of their events within the time allotted for each round. 
Although there is no novice division in individual events, we will recognize the top performing novice in each IE. We define a novice as a student in his or her first year of collegiate competition. Please indicate on the Forensicstournament.net entry form which of your students meets this designation. 
Special Note about LD/IE Crossovers: We will permit LD debate competitors to compete in individual events. The limitation is that LD competitors will only be able to compete in one pattern B event (Impromptu, POI, Duo, ADS, CA). They may however compete in a full slate of pattern A individual events.
Eligibility
Eligibility will follow the AFA guidelines. A student must be enrolled in at least six hours of classes at the school they are representing. The student must also not have used more than eight semesters of eligibility (3 or more tournaments of competition) as defined by the AFA, and must not have had more than four national tournament years (completed in four years in which national tournament- NFA, AFA, NPDA, NDT, CEDA, Phi Rho PI, PKD, DSR, etc. was attended by the student). The expectation is that the Director of Forensics for the entries will enforce these rules. 

Interstate Oratory
Original Oratory will be offered instead of persuasion. However, this event will still serve as an NFA or AFA qualifier for persuasion. The top two speakers in Original Oratory will represent Missouri at the 2014 Interstate Oratorical competition in late April. The contest rules are as follows:

An oration written by the student, persuasive in nature and delivered without the aid of notes. No oration shall contain more than 1800 words. Although no minimum word limit is mandated, a 1500 word minimum is suggested. Quoted words are those written or spoken by a person other than the orator. Such quoted material should be limited to 20 percent of the total number of words in the oration. Direct disclosure, dialogue, or other stylistic devices within quotation marks created by the orator shall not be included in the 20 percent total. All quoted material shall be documented. There is NOT a time limit in this event.

Multiple critics will be used in the preliminary rounds with the lowest preliminary round rank and rating disregarded when deciding finalists. A copy of each contestant’s speech is REQUIRED upon registration. (We recommend a cover/title page on which the number of words and the number of quoted words of listed along with the student’s name and school.) Words and quoted material will be recounted at the tournament and students WILL BE DISQUALIFIED if there is an infraction concerning the number of words or percentage of quoted material. 

It is important for our state to be well represented in this historic tournament. Therefore, if you have a student place in the top two but do not intend to attend Interstate for whatever reason, please inform the MAFA President at the tournament so we can assign an alternate in their place. 

Judging Requirements
One judge covers two parliamentary or public forum debate teams. One judge covers 10 individual events slots overall (not per flight). One judge covers two LD debaters. (However, judges may be cross-assigned between the two divisions as needed to maximize the “cleanliness” of the pool.) Hired judges will cost $75 per uncovered LD slot. Each hired parliamentary judge will cost $75 per uncovered team.  A hired individual events judge will cost $10 per uncovered IE slot. Please remember—judges are expected to be available one round after their students are eliminated. Coaches are responsible for the attendance of both themselves and their hired judges. Please make sure your hired judges meet their obligations. We expect that by adding Public Forum, we will need to increase our hired judge pool significantly.  Please make every effort to cover your entry and judging obligations so we can have qualified judges and a smooth schedule.  

Pentathlon Computation
For pentathlon, a student must be in five or more individual events. Students must compete in at least two genres (interpretation, limited preparation, public address), although greater breadth is certainly encouraged. The student’s best five events will count toward pentathlon. 
Lodging Accommodations

There are several lodging options available in Warrensburg, MO. The official tournament hotel block is at the Comfort Inn.  When you call to reserve your rooms mention that you are in town for “MAFA / UCM State Speech Tournament” Please book your rooms by February 1, 2014 if at all possible to take advantage of these rates. 

Comfort Inn







Holiday Inn Express
609 E. Russell Ave. 






626 E. Russell Ave.

Warrensburg, MO 64093 





Warrensburg, MO 64093
(660)-429-4848







(660)-747-3000
 $80.00-$90.00 / night (plus tax)





 $90-$100.00 / night (plus tax)
If you cannot reserve rooms at either of these hotels, please contact Nikki Freeman (nfreeman@ucmo.edu) for more lodging options and suggestions.  

Helpful Campus Information
Registration will take place in the University Union, centrally located on campus. We will distribute campus maps at registration. If you wish to familiarize yourself with our campus before you arrive please follow this link: http://www.ucmo.edu/campusmap/.  
On Friday, please park in a visitor lot.  There is one conveniently located across the street from the University Union. On Saturday, all parking lots are free and open to the public, so feel free to park in either the same visitor lot or any other lot (there is one right across the street from the Wood and Martin buildings that would be close as well).
Just a reminder, UCM is a nonsmoking campus. 

Entry Deadlines and Instructions
Entries may be submitted on forensicstournament.net. The tournament entry site will be made live before Jan. 1, 2014.  Entries must be received no later than Monday February 10, 2014 by 5:00 pm central time. From that time, only drops will be allowed until 5:00 pm, Tuesday, Feb. 11, 2013.  Fees will be assessed based on your entry as it stands at 5:01 pm Tuesday evening (plus any nuisance fees for drops after the official drop time). You will receive an email confirmation of your entry Wednesday afternoon/evening. 
Host/Tournament Director Contact Information
If you should have any questions at all about our tournament please feel free to ask. Please direct any inquiries to Nikki Freeman at nfreeman@ucmo.edu. You may also call my office at (660)-543-4858 or on my cell phone at (660)-473-3316. 
General Rules
AFA rules will be followed for all individual events. Students should not enter material that has been used in competition before September 1, 2013. The tournament will follow AFA tabulation procedures. 

The following receipt is for your records. However, entries MUST be submitted via forensicstournament.net. Your final receipt will be generated through the website. A hard copy will be provided at tournament registration as well. 

Fee Information
MAFA Membership dues @ $50 per school………
$___________________

   (Missouri schools only)

LD entries @ $25 each……………………………
$__________________

Uncovered LD entries @ $75 each……………….
$__________________

NPDA entries @ $50 per team…………………….
$__________________
Public Forum entries @ $50 per team………………$__________________
Uncovered NPDA entries @ $75each……………..
$__________________
Uncovered Public Forum entries @ $75 each……....$__________________
IE entries @ $5 per slot…………………………….
$__________________

Uncovered IE entries @ $10 per slot………………
$__________________

Participation Fee (@ $8 per participant per day)*….$__________________

Nuisance fees late drops (2/13/14) @ $20 per drop ..$__________________

Total Due……………………………………………$__________________

Make checks payable to: 

The Missouri Association of Forensic Activities

c/o Gina Jensen, Treasurer
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