Dear Colleagues,

The Washington Debate Coalition (WDC), Bellevue College, and the University of Washington Department of Communication (UWDoC) are proud to announce the fifth annual Becky Galentine Memorial Tournament, December 13-14.  Becky Galentine was an ardent supporter of Washington debate, coach at Whitman College, and founder of the Seattle Debate Foundation. The Tournament is intended to support Becky's dream of creating opportunities for high school and college students to participate in debate and involve the University of Washington in such efforts.

The tournament this year will once again be hosted at Bellevue College and we are privileged to have Director of Debate Denise Vaughan returning as the Tournament Director.  We are pleased announce that we have made a number of improvements to the tournament including providing food for students and coaches on-site and introducing an early registration discount.  We will also be clearing all teams with a winning record in all divisions. The tournament is a District II State Qualifier in all four events offered.
Please note that the Becky Galentine Memorial Tournament will not be offering individual events this year.    
TOURNAMENT OVERVIEW

The Tournament will take place at Bellevue College on Friday, December 13th and Saturday, December 14th.  We are pleased to offer:

· open and novice Policy, Lincoln-Douglas (double-flighted), and Public Forum debate (double-flighted), and Student Congress,
· beautiful setting and world class facilities,
· an excellent tournament and tabulation staff,
· high quality competition,
· national caliber judging, and
· top notch hospitality.
Five round format: This year, we have opted schedule for a five preliminary rounds. Although that means fewer guaranteed debates, a five round tournament provide us a clean break for competitors reaching elimination debates (3-2), provides more opportunities for competitors to participate in elimination debates (more break in this format), and thus provides the unique experience of debating in front of a three-judge panel to more competitors. It also provides us an additional block of time to conduct our elimination debates and, hopefully, allow more teams to return home in a timely fashion.
SCHEDULE
Friday, December 13, 2013
	
	Policy
	Lincoln-Douglasw
	Public Forum
	Student Congress

	10:30am-11:30am
	Registration
	Registration
	Registration
	Registration

	11:30am-12:00pm
	General Assembly
	General Assembly
	General Assembly
	General Assembly

	12:00pm-2:15pm
	Round I (Preset)
	Round I (Preset)
	Round I (Preset)
	Round I

	2:45pm-5:00pm
	Round II (Preset)
	Round II (Preset)
	Round II (Preset)
	Round II

	5:00pm-6:00pm
	Dinner
	Dinner
	Dinner
	Dinner

	6:15-8:30pm
	Round III
	Round III
	Round III
	Round III


Saturday, December 14, 2013
	
	Policy
	Lincoln-Douglas
	Public Forum
	Student Congress

	7:30am
	Pairings Released
	Pairings Released
	Pairings Released
	Pairings Released

	8:00am-10:15am
	Round IV
	Round IV
	Round IV
	Super Session

	10:45am-1:00pm
	Round V
	Round V
	Round V
	Super Session

	1:00pm-2:00pm
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch
	Lunch

	2:00pm-2:45pm
	Awards
	Awards
	Awards 
	Awards

	3:00pm
	Elimination Rounds
	Elimination Rounds
	Elimination Rounds
	X


LOCATION

Registration and tabulation will occur in R206  
Pairings for all events will be released at R Building Lobby
Maps of the campus will be provided at registration and tournament staff will assist students and coaches in locating their rooms.  Most rounds will occur in R and L buildings.
Information about the coach and judge lounges and student gathering areas will be provided at registration. 
TOURNAMENT REGISTRATION
The Tournament will feature policy, Lincoln-Douglas, and public forum debate, and student congress in both the open and novice division.

Limits on entries per school are as follows:

· Policy 


Eight teams maximum per school

· Lincoln-Douglas

Ten entries per school 

· Public Forum

Eight teams maximum per school
· Student Congress
Nine slots per school 

Teams registering before December 6, 2012 will receive a 10% discount off of their total entry.  
The registration deadline for the tournament is December 11, 2013.  Drops after December 11th at 5pm will incur full registration fees.  All entries will occur through www.forensicstournament.net.  Any questions about the entries, fees, or similar issues should be directed to deniseva@bellevuecollege.edu.
DIVISIONS
Our first goal is provide a single division of competition in each area of competition. We will maintain a single open division of competition as long until there are an insufficient number of competitors registered for the lower division (at least six discrete entries).  The following guidelines apply to debate events (except Congress):

· Insufficient competitors registered for all levels = single open division.

· Sufficient open division, less than six discrete entries in junior varsity and novice = single open division.

· Sufficient open division, six total entries for junior varsity and novice together, but less than six in each junior varsity and novice = open division and junior varsity division.

· Sufficient open division, less than six total discrete entries in junior varsity, six or more total discrete entries in novice = open division and novice division.

· Sufficient numbers in each division (at least six discrete entries) = open, junior varsity, and novice divisions.
TOURNAMENT FEES

There are no school fees for this tournament.  

Entry fees for covered teams will be:

$40 per Policy team

$35 per Lincoln-Douglas entry

$30 per Public Forum team

$15 per Student Congress entry

All checks should be made payable to the “Washington Debate Coalition.” 

TOURNAMENT MEALS

Meals will be provided on-site during the tournament for students.  Refreshments and food for coaches will be served in the coaches lounge courtesy of the Ingraham High School and Ballard High School.  
TOURNAMENT JUDGING

Coverage. Each Policy team, LD team, and Public Forum team is required to provide ½ judge. For this tournament, ½ judge is 3 rounds while a full judge is 5 rounds. Each ½ judge is committed for 3 rounds.  Each Student Congress entry must provide a 1/6 judge. We encourage judges to consider donating rounds.  
Judges cannot cover concurrent events. You must provide coverage for the event in which you have competitors.
Each uncovered debate competition unit will incur judge fees as follows:

· Policy


$100

· Lincoln-Douglas

$75

· Public Forum

$75

Each uncovered slot will incur judge fees as follows:

· Student Congress
$15

If you know in advance that you will not be able to cover your judge commitment, please let us know.  We will not have a large number of standby judges on hand and notifying us of judge issues ahead of time will help the tournament run much more smoothly.  We also request that you bring qualified judges with judging experience.
Judge no shows in any event will incur a $25 per round penalty.
Elimination Round Obligations. All school judges are obligated for the first elimination round of competition. School judges are further obligated for one round past the final elimination of their team. This obligation is cross-division.  If a school has a team reach the quarterfinal of competition in CX debate, its judges in the LD and Public Forum division are committed for the semi-final, even if no competitors from that school reached the quarterfinal of those divisions.

Event Requests for Judging. We will take and do our very best to respect requests of judges to remain in particular events. Judges will be entered in only one event in the tabulation software. However, we reserve the right to use any judge in any event of competition, if so needed. Although such service isn’t always fun, we appreciate your cooperation. 
WDC Volunteer Judges. We will have a number of WDC volunteer judges from local universities.
TOURNAMENT DISCLOSURE POLICY

Judges are expected to disclose and explain their decisions and strongly encouraged to provide full written comments on their ballots.  Judges should turn in their ballots before disclosing their decisions in order to keep the tournament running on time.  
PARKING

Please park in Student parking.  Fees apply on Friday before 3pm.  Fees are only $3.  Please contact Denise Vaughan at dvaughan@bellevuecollege.edu if this fee is a burden.  Please DO NOT park behind the R building.  That faculty lot is limited to faculty.  You may use it for drop off.  
Here is a link to the map for Bellevue College including parking.  We will be primarily in R and L buildings. http://www.bellevuecollege.edu/about/gettinghere/maps/main/parking/
HOTELS

Due to low demand, we have no reserved a hotel block this year.  However, we are happy to provide hotel recommendations upon request.  
Please direct any questions or comments to deniseva@bellevuecollege.edu or souders@uw.edu .
We hope to see you in December!
Sincerely,
Denise Vaughan 




Michael C. Souders
Director
of Forensics Bellevue College

Director of Forensics University of Washington Bothell                 

     Managing Director
Becky Galentine Memorial Tournament
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