Econ Round - Finals
Speaker One
1.  Is President Obama’s plan to place a two year freeze on salaries of civilian federal employees good policy or just good politics?

2.  Do counterfeit goods represent a significant problem to the United States’ economy?

3.  What steps should China take to curb its rising inflation?

Speaker Two

1.  Will the recent emergency loans from other EU members be enough to put Ireland financially back on track? 

2.  Does a better-than-expected Black Friday signal a surge in consumer confidence as a whole?

3.  Has GM’s recovery validated the government’s bailout?

Speaker Three

1.  Which EU country will be next in line for a bailout?

2.  Should the US Supreme Court overturn the $290 million patent infringement penalty against Microsoft when the court hears the case sometime next year?

3.  Has the declining US housing market hit rock bottom yet?

Speaker Four

1.  Does the European debt crisis pose a significant threat to the United States’ economic recovery?

2.  How will Airbus’ A380 problems affect the international airline industry?

3.  Was it a mistake for Congress to fail to extend unemployment benefits?

Speaker Five

1.  Will the new federal health care mandates doom the profitability of the health insurance industry?

2.  How will the escalating tensions between North and South Korea affect Asian markets?

3.  The Deficit Commission’s recommendation to double the federal gasoline tax: boon or bane?

Speaker Six

1.  Will Russia’s move into the World Trade Organization ultimately help or hurt the Russian economy?

2.  Will the Federal Reserve’s quantitative easing program (QE2) succeed in preventing the economy from further weakening?

3.  Should cutting Social Security be on the table as Congress discusses how to reduce the national debt?

Speaker Seven

1.  If you were Federal Reserve Chair Ben Bernanke, would you start raising the interest rate?

2.  How long will India be able to sustain its robust economic growth?

3.  Has the recent surge in gold prices reached its peak?

Domestic Round – Round One

Speaker One

1.  Will Democrats do more damage to their public standing in the lame duck session?

2.  What would be the impacts of a Supreme Court ruling against the California prison system?

3.  What will be the impact of Republican efforts to ban earmarks?

Speaker Two

1.  Should Republican leadership fear Sarah Palin?

2.  How will Fox News handle the potential conflict of interest of having potential Republican presidential candidates on its staff?

3.  Will the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy meet its end?

Speaker Three

1.  What must Harry Reid do to be a more effective Senate Majority Leader in the next Congress?

2.  Will increasing accusations of partisanship and political meddling hurt Fox News or MSNBC?

3.  Do judicial election results in Iowa signal a broader threat to the independent judiciary?

Speaker Four

1.  Will John Boehner be an effective Speaker of the House?

2.  Should Congress enact “do not track” legislation?

3.  Will Jerry Brown be able to forge a compromise on California’s budget?

Speaker Five

1.  Should the Republican Party be wary of Jim DeMint?

2.  Should the US designate WikiLeaks.org as a terrorist organization?

3.  What does California need to do to resolve its fiscal crisis?

Speaker Six

1.  Are Congressional Republicans being overconfident?

2.  Will the deficit panel’s recommendations gain any traction in Congress?

3.  Why have teachers’ unions become a political bogeyman?

Foreign Round – Round Two

Speaker One

1.  Will Mexico be able to gain traction in the drug war?

2.  Can Aung San Suu Kyi succeed in bringing democracy to Myannmar?

3.  Should the US take action top stop rising anti-gay sentiment in Africa?

Speaker Two

1.  Will Germany continue to support bailouts for the euro-zone?

2.  How will the delay of the START treaty affect US/Russian relations?

3.  Can Ivory Coast emerge from political chaos?

Speaker Three

1.  Will Iran make any serious concessions in the next round of talks?

2.  What must the US do to repair the damage done to its foreign relations by the WikiLeaks release?

3.  Will leadership in Brazil turn the country away from the US?

Speaker Four

1.  Will China act as a mediating force on the Korean peninsula?

2.  What will be the impacts of Pope Benedict’s statement on condoms?

3.  Will recent accusations of corruption paralyze the Indian government?

Speaker Five

1.  Is NATO’s timetable for Afghanistan realistic?

2.  Can the G20 work effectively to stop currency wars?

3.  Egyptian elections:  do they have any credibility?

Speaker Six

1.  Will negotiations with the Taliban be productive?

2.  Will the US need to increase military action in Yemen in 2011?

3.  What will be the impact of Nigeria’s threat to indict Dick Cheney?

