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April 28, 2026 

 

 

Via E-Mail  

Mr. David Nguyen 

Los Angeles County Public Works 

900 S. Fremont Avenue 

Alhambra, CA 91803 

dnguyen@pw.lacounty.gov 

 

Re: Chiquita Canyon Landfill – Supplemental CUP Condition No. 69 Report 

 

 

Dear Mr. Nguyen: 

 

Condition 69 of Chiquita Canyon, LLC’s (“Chiquita”) Conditional Use Permit (“CUP”) requires 

that, upon receiving four Notices of Violation (“NOVs”) related to air quality in a given calendar 

year, Chiquita must submit a report to Los Angeles County Public Works (“PW”) within 30 days 

after the fourth NOV, explaining the NOV and the steps taken to address it. Chiquita must also 

provide such a report within 30 days of receiving any additional air quality related NOV within 

the same calendar year.  

 

In 2026, the South Coast Air Quality Management District (“South Coast AQMD”) issued 

Chiquita four NOVs related to air quality, triggering Chiquita’s obligation to provide a report 

under CUP Condition 69. Chiquita submitted reports on February 19 and March 27, 2026.  

 

Since the submission of the March 27 report, South Coast AQMD issued Chiquita twenty 

additional NOVs for violations of South Coast AQMD Rule 402 and California Health & Safety 

Code (“HSC”) § 41700 alleged to have occurred since March 29, 2026. Copies of these NOVs 

are provided in Attachment A.1 

 

 

 

 

 
1 The NOV numbers and dates of the alleged violations are as follows: NOV P77874 (March 29, 2026); NOV 

P65813 (March 30, 2026); NOV P81042 (April 1, 2026); NOV P82512 (April 2, 2026); NOV P83251 (April 5, 

2026); NOV P77699 (April 6, 2026); NOV P77700 (April 7, 2026); NOV P77793 (April 9, 2026); NOV P82807 

(April 10, 2026); NOV P75583 (April 11, 2026); NOV P75584 (April 12, 2026); NOV P75932 (April 14, 2026); 

NOV P68900 (April 15, 2026); NOV P77875 (April 19, 2026); NOV P82808 (April 20, 2026); NOV P82515 (April 

22, 2026); NOV P83401 (April 24, 2026); NOV P82194 (April 25, 2026); NOV P77794 (April 26, 2026); and NOV 

P83402 (April 27, 2026). 
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South Coast AQMD Rule 402 NOVs – Explanation and Corrective Action 

 

A discussion of the South Coast AQMD Rule 402 NOVs, along with corrective actions taken by 

Chiquita in response to the NOVs, is provided below. 

Explanation 

 

These NOVs were issued after a South Coast AQMD inspector verified complaints about odors 

alleged to be coming from the Chiquita Canyon Landfill (“Landfill”). The NOVs are 

substantively the same as prior NOVs issued by South Coast AQMD that were addressed in 

Chiquita’s prior CUP Condition 69 reports. The source of the odors is the same as described in 

those reports: any odors coming from the Chiquita Canyon Landfill are related to an abnormal 

biotic or abiotic process (also known as a landfill reaction) taking place deep within a lined, but 

older and inactive portion of the Landfill waste mass.  

 

Corrective Action 

 

Chiquita provided detailed descriptions of corrective actions taken to mitigate the reaction and 

any odors emanating from the Landfill in its prior CUP Condition 69 reports. While Chiquita 

does not repeat information provided in the earlier reports in this report, it continues to take the 

actions listed in those reports. The corrective actions described in this section include only new 

measures taken since the last update.   

 

South Coast AQMD Stipulated Order: Under the Stipulated Order for Abatement with South 

Coast AQMD (Case No. 6177-4) issued on September 6, 2023, and modified on January 17, 

March 21, April 24, August 27, November 13, 2024, April 16, 2025, June 24, 2025, and 

December 9, 2025 (“Stipulated Order”), Chiquita has implemented the following additional 

mitigation measures related to addressing odors: 

• As of April 24, 2026, Chiquita has a total of 90 pumps operating in vertical landfill gas 

extraction wells. There are a greater number of pumps offline than usual due in large part 

to reduced off-site leachate disposal capacity and the ongoing High-Density Polyethylene 

/Ethylene Vinyl Alcohol (“EVOH/HDPE”) geomembrane cover deployment. Please note 

that Chiquita has additional pumps in operation in perimeter sumps that are not included 

in this count. 

Chiquita submits status updates on its compliance with the modified Stipulated Order in its 

Condition 8 monthly reports to South Coast AQMD. These reports are posted on Chiquita’s 

Odor Mitigation website (https://chiquitacanyon.com/odor-mitigation/). More detailed 

information on Chiquita’s implementation of and compliance with the modified Stipulated Order 

is available on Chiquita’s website. 

United States Environmental Protection Agency Unilateral Administrative Order: On February 

21, 2024, Chiquita received a Unilateral Administrative Order (“UAO”) from the United States 

Environmental Protection Agency (“US EPA”) requiring Chiquita to submit workplans for its 
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existing and future efforts to address the reaction and any impacts and conduct additional work 

to address the reaction. Chiquita has implemented the following additional requirements from the 

US EPA UAO related to addressing odors: 

 

• On March 17, 2026, Chiquita received an Additional Work Letter from the US EPA 

directing Chiquita to buttress and install geomembrane cover over the west slope to 

stabilize the area and minimize odors. Chiquita submitted a West Toe Buttress Work Plan 

on April 1, 2026, and a Preemptive West Slope Plan and Contingency West Slope Plan 

on April 16, 2026, to address these directives. Chiquita received comments from US EPA 

on its West Toe Buttress Plan on April 20, 2026, and is in the process of responding and 

updating the Plan as appropriate. 

 

More information on Chiquita’s implementation of the US EPA UAO is available on Chiquita’s 

website.  

 

Local Enforcement Agency Compliance Orders: On June 6, 2024, the Local Enforcement 

Agency (“LEA”) issued Chiquita a Compliance Order (“2024 Compliance Order”), formalizing 

CalRecycle-recommended mitigation measures that had previously been imposed by the LEA as 

well as a few additional requirements. On May 1, 2025, the LEA issued Chiquita another 

Compliance Order (“2025 Compliance Order”), requiring Chiquita to implement additional 

mitigation measures to address the reaction. Chiquita has implemented the following additional 

requirements from the LEA’s 2024 and 2025 Compliance Orders related to addressing odors: 

• As of April 22, 2026, Chiquita has installed approximately 39.1 acres of the 

EVOH/HDPE geomembrane cover.  

More detailed information on Chiquita’s implementation of the LEA’s 2024 and 2025 

Compliance Orders is available on Chiquita’s website. 

DTSC Imminent and Substantial Endangerment Determination and Order: On April 2, 2025, 

Chiquita received an Imminent and Substantial Endangerment Determination and Order dated 

April 1, 2025 (“ISE Order”) from DTSC requiring Chiquita to engage in three removal actions 

designed to further mitigate the reaction. More detailed information on Chiquita’s 

implementation of the DTSC ISE Order is available on Chiquita’s website.  

 

Enhanced community air monitoring program: As described in prior reports, Chiquita has 

enhanced its current air monitoring program in coordination with the County Department of 

Public Health. Data and reports can be found on Chiquita’s Odor Mitigation website. The most 

recent reports were submitted on April 21, 2026. Chiquita has also established a Chiquita 

Canyon Landfill Community Air Monitoring Program Webpage: 

https://chiquitacanyon.com/reports/community-air-monitoring-program/. This webpage contains 

the most recent 1-hour average data for hydrogen sulfide and methane, as well as the average 

wind speed and direction for the same time period, for twelve community air monitoring stations. 
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Please contact me should you have any questions about this report. 

Sincerely, 

   Kevin Green  

   District Manager 

Chiquita Canyon Landfill 

Attachment: A – South Coast AQMD Rule 402 and HSC § 41700 NOVs 

cc: Karlo Manalo, Public Works 

Steven Jareb, Department of Regional Planning 

Alex Garcia, Department of Regional Planning 

Phillip Chen, Department of Regional Planning 

Eric Morofuji, Department of Public Health 

Mark Como, Department of Public Health 

Karen Gork, Department of Public Health  

John Perkey, Chiquita Canyon 

Sarah Phillips, Chiquita Canyon 

Dylan Smith, Chiquita Canyon 



ATTACHMENT A 













 



 




























