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July 14, 2026  

Via E-Mail 

Bob Lewis 

Chair of Chiquita Canyon Landfill Community Advisory Committee  

cclcac9@yahoo.com  

 

Re:  Chiquita Canyon, LLC Comments for July 14, 2026, Chiquita Canyon 

Landfill Community Advisory Committee Meeting 

 

Dear Mr. Lewis: 

Below please find Chiquita Canyon, LLC’s (“Chiquita’s”) comments for the upcoming Chiquita 

Canyon Landfill Community Advisory Committee (“CAC”) meeting on Tuesday, July 14, 2026. 

Chiquita provides these comments in the hope of streamlining our presentation during the meeting 

and providing further transparency. Chiquita will also post this letter to Chiquita’s Odor Mitigation 

website (https://chiquitacanyon.com/odor-mitigation/) by Tuesday, July 14. All letters will be 

posted on the odor mitigation page’s (linked above) “Community Meetings” tab under the 

“Community Advisory Committee Meeting” drop down menu.  

West Toe Buttress Project 

As discussed in prior meetings, EPA has issued an additional work order under the Unilateral 

Administrative Order (“UAO”) requiring Chiquita to conduct construction work to support 

infrastructure located on the west side of the Landfill. Construction has begun, and 800 feet of the 

lower buttress is nearly complete. 

Chiquita is providing a “Cool Zone” in a large meeting room space at the Embassy Suites Hotel 

located near Newhall Ranch Road and I-5 for residents of Val Verde and Castaic. The Cool Zone 

will be equipped with amenities including Wi-Fi, worktables, television, and complimentary ice 

water. Chiquita’s initial plans were to open the Cool Zone on July 20, but in light of current reports 

of odors, Chiquita is expediting the Cool Zone, which will open on Tuesday, July 14, 2026. The 

Cool Zone will be open every day from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. At this time, Chiquita anticipates 

keeping the Cool Zone open until August 14, at which point there should be no further risk of 

excavation into waste.  

Chiquita is also taking many mitigation measures to reduce odors including limiting the exposed 

work area, promptly covering materials, using fans and vapor odor mitigation equipment, 

maintaining materials in a moist condition where appropriate, and implementing applicable on-

site and fenceline air monitoring when appropriate. 

Stormwater and Groundwater Reporting 

mailto:cclcac9@yahoo.com
https://chiquitacanyon.com/odor-mitigation/
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Groundwater Reporting: Under the new Investigative Order issued on June 12, 2026, the next 

quarterly groundwater monitoring and liner integrity reports are due on July 15, 2026 and July 27, 

2026, respectively. 

New Investigative Order: On June 12, 2026, the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control 

Board issued a new Investigative Order, No. R4-2026-0156, and withdrew the February 11, 2026 

Amended Investigative Order, No. R4-2024-0010. The new Investigative Order requires a 

workplan to install three new groundwater monitoring wells, as well as a similarly expansive list 

of target analytes, associated reporting limits, and dilution restrictions. To-date, Chiquita has still 

not identified a lab capable of meeting all of these requirements. Chiquita has discussed and 

submitted written comments to the Regional Water Board on the new Order on July 10, 2026, and 

a petition for review and request for stay with the State Water Resources Control Board on July 

13, 2026.  

Flares and Thermal Oxidizers  

As previously noted, Chiquita has enhanced its on-site flaring capacity. In addition to Flares 1, 2, 

and 3, Chiquita now has 5 thermal oxidizers (“TOx”) units arranged in two TOx stations. Chiquita 

also has plans to install a fourth flare. Tuning and optimizing of the TOx stations has increased the 

total downtime in the flares. However, despite this downtime, Chiquita has consistently increased 

its overall destruction capacity (i.e., gas recovery). The below graph depicts the overall increase 

in total destruction capacity (i.e., total average gas recovery) at the site between January 2024 and 

June 2026.  
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Flare Downtime: Since the last CAC meeting, there have been seven major unplanned downtime 

events at Flare 2. A major downtime event means one lasting longer than four hours. All seven 

events were due to flame failure. There were also seven major unplanned downtime events at Flare 

3. One was restarted by SCS Engineers after filter replacement, and six were due to flame failure. 

There were three major planned downtime events in June at Flares 1 and 2 to access and clean the 

second knock out pot at the flare station. 
   
Thermal Oxidizers: Since the last CAC meeting, there have been eight major downtime events for 

the five Zeeco thermal oxidizer (“TOx”) units. There were four downtime events at Zeeco #1 and 

Zeeco #6 that were due to generator power issues. There was also one major planned downtime 

event at Zeeco #7 due to sitewide power issues. The Parnel TOx had three downtime events. One 

was due to flame failure, one was due to blower failure, and another due to flow meter electrical 

issues.  

Shutdown Notifications: Initial shutdown notifications are submitted to the South Coast Air 

Quality Management District (“South Coast AQMD”) and a corresponding alert is posted on the 

front page of Chiquita’s main website (https://chiquitacanyon.com/). Beginning June 4, 2026, 

Chiquita started posting resumed operation notifications as well. Follow-up written downtime 

reports are also submitted to South Coast AQMD and posted on Chiquita’s website.  

Additional Flaring Capacity: There are no updates regarding Flare 4 construction. Chiquita 

continues to wait for regulatory approvals but anticipates that pad construction for the flare will 

begin in the next month or so.  

Operational Improvements  

Landfill gas extraction wells and dewatering infrastructure: In total, 315 dual-extraction wells have 

been installed since December 6, 2023. There were no new installations last month, but Chiquita 

is starting to install additional dual-extraction wells in July.  

Chiquita currently has approximately 67 pumps in operation in perimeter sumps, and an additional 

154 pumps in dual-extraction wells, a significant increase as compared with last month. All pumps 

that are operational are online and pumping. Of the pumps that are offline, they are offline due to 

required operation and maintenance (“O&M”) of either the pump itself or the well. This could 

mean that a well has a pump that requires O&M before it can be brought online, or the well needs 

O&M first before a pump can be installed and brought online.  

Because Chiquita is now pumping at full capacity, the amount of leachate extracted and disposed 

of has increased significantly and is now above the baseline set before Chiquita lost disposal 

capacity at a key outlet in February 2026. The below graph depicts the overall increase in leachate 

disposal at the site between January 2026 through June 2026:  

https://chiquitacanyon.com/
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The EPA has also issued an additional work order under the UAO directing Chiquita to evaluate 

different leachate treatment methods, and Chiquita is continuing to explore options under EPA 

oversight. Chiquita is testing the viability of air stripping alone, without any other subsequent 

treatment method. New forms of treatment, if successful, could further increase available disposal 

facility options for the treated leachate.  

Leachate disposal: The leachate disposed as of the week of July 5- July 12 was 2,298,854 gallons.  

Temperature monitoring probes: Since the last CAC meeting, temperatures recorded from the 40 

temperature monitoring probes (“TMPs”) operating onsite are steady on average. The highest 

temperature recorded from a TMP for was 260 degrees Fahrenheit at TMP-23 at the 75-foot depth, 

which is inside the reaction mitigation area. The highest wellhead temperature reading in June was 

204.3 degrees Fahrenheit. Chiquita believes fluctuations in temperature and some recent increases 

are due to the increased pumping of liquids on-site, which allows for increased movement of 

landfill gas and heat throughout the landfill.  

Spill, Leak, and Pressurized Leachate Release Data 

We continue to evaluate potential trends and diligently implement new procedures as appropriate 

to help prevent and reduce the frequency of future spills or leaks, such as repairing infrastructure 

and implementing new training procedures.  

In June, there were 19 leachate leaks and spills with a total volume of approximately 407 gallons. 

This is fewer total leaks and spills than in May, which had 23 leaks and spills with a total volume 

of approximately 165 gallons. Two leaks were of 100 gallons, which contributes to the higher 



Chiquita Canyon, LLC Comments for July 14, 2026, Chiquita Canyon Landfill 

Community Advisory Committee Meeting 

July 14, 2026  

Page 5 of 6 

 

29201 Henry Mayo Drive | Castaic, California 91384 

www.chiquitacanyon.com 

volume this month. Those two leaks were attributable to equipment malfunction and were 

contained before reaching the stormwater channel or either stormwater basin. For both leaks, 

cleanup commenced immediately and was completed within approximately two hours. Chiquita is 

in the process of implementing additional corrective action to prevent such equipment malfunction 

moving forward. 

Chiquita also performed planned maintenance on two landfill gas wells that resulted in expected 

pressurized leachate releases of approximately 30 gallons and 50 gallons, respectively. In each 

instance, the leachate was quickly contained and disposed of. 

As requested, Chiquita prepares each month a summary of all leachate spills, leaks, and pressurized 

leachate releases. The summary as of July 3, 2026, is attached here as Attachment A and is 

available on Chiquita’s website under the dropdown for the reports submitted pursuant to 

Condition 27(e) of the South Coast AQMD Stipulated Order for Abatement in Case No. 6177-4 

(“SOFA”) (also available here).  

Air Quality Monitoring Data  

As requested, we compile a summary of air monitoring exceedances each month. The summary 

from June 2026 is attached here as Attachment B.  

There were no hydrogen sulfide detections above the Office of Environmental Health Hazard 

Assessment’s (“OEHHA”) acute Reference Exposure Level (“REL”) in June. There were also no 

benzene detections above the OEHHA acute REL in June.  

 

Implementation of the Department of Toxic Substances Control’s Imminent and Substantial 

Endangerment Determination Order 

Chiquita continues to try to work cooperatively with the Department of Toxic Substances Control 

(“DTSC”) on implementing the Imminent and Substantial Endangerment Determination and Order 

(“DTSC ISE Order”), Docket No. HSA-FY24/25-082, issued on April 2, 2025. The DTSC ISE 

Order required the development and implementation of three workplans to (1) extend the covered 

area of the Landfill, (2) relocate Tank Farm 9, and (3) install a vertical barrier to prevent the 

reaction from spreading to certain areas of the Landfill. All three workplans require DTSC’s 

review and approval. To date, DTSC has not approved of any of the workplans.  

Geomembrane Cover: As of July 3, 2026, Chiquita has installed approximately 64.9 acres of the 

additional geomembrane cover. Following DTSC’s comments on Chiquita’s draft Removal Action 

Workplan (“RAW”), we provided an updated cover extension workplan on March 13, 2026. On 

June 25, 2026, DTSC informed Chiquita that it was planning to modify the workplan and will soon 

be making the modified workplan available for public comment. 

Tank Farm 13: On June 3, 2026, Chiquita received a joint directive from EPA and DTSC to 

relocate Tank Farm 13 to an unspecified location. Chiquita met with EPA and DTSC on June 17, 

2026, to discuss the long-term management of leachate at the landfill, including sitting options for 

the tank farm. Following that meeting, EPA and DTSC sent a joint letter to Chiquita on June 26, 

2026, requesting that Chiquita submit a long-term treatment plan and documentation that Chiquita 

has secured, or a plan for securing additional leachate storage. In the meantime, EPA, DTSC, and 

Chiquita’s other regulators are evaluating siting options for the tank farm. Chiquita expects to 

https://s3.us-west-1.amazonaws.com/chiquitacanyon.com.bucket/2026/07/2026-06-30-CCL-Leachate-Spill-and-Leak-Tracker10.pdf
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receive regulator feedback regarding siting options later this month. 

Protection of Cell 8A: Chiquita submitted an alternative workplan (Feasibility Study Work Plan) 

to DTSC on March 30, 2026. As part of its election to prepare alternatives to the vertical barrier, 

Chiquita developed a Comprehensive Global Stability Study Work Plan, which DTSC fully 

approved on May 21, 2026. However, Chiquita’s Feasibility Study Work Plan remains 

unapproved. 

Chiquita will continue to actively manage this situation and work cooperatively with its regulators 

to meet all legal and regulatory requirements. 

***** 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to reach out to us.  

 

Sincerely, 

Kevin Green 

 

District Manager 

Chiquita Canyon Landfill 

 

William (Bill) Haley 

 
 

Senior Project Engineer 

Chiquita Canyon Landfill 

 

cc: Tim Honadel, CAC 

Sandra Cattell, CAC  

David Thompson, CAC 

Sandia Ennis, CAC  

Mike Wolf, CAC  

Jessica Chambers, CAC  

John Perkey, Chiquita Canyon 

Sarah Phillips, Chiquita Canyon 

Dylan Smith, Chiquita Canyon 

 

Attachments: Attachment A – Summary of all leachate spills and leaks reported as of July 3, 

2026 

Attachment B – Summary of air monitoring exceedances from June 2026   
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ATTACHMENT B 



Monthly Exceedance Summary – June 2026 
 

Compound Number of Exceedances False Positive 
Benzene 0 NA 
Hydrogen Sulfide 0 NA 

 

Benzene Exceedances 
• There were no Benzene REL exceedances this month.  
• The highest reading was 5.41 ppb, which occurred at MS-04 on June 19. 

Hydrogen Sulfide Exceedances 
• There were no H2S exceedances this month. 
• The highest reading was 6 ppb, which occurred at MS-01, Ms-04, and MS-11 on June 24, 19, 

and 5 respectively. Please note that 6 ppb is a relatively low reading, so having multiple 
stations at this level is not out of the ordinary. 

Other Compounds 
• No exceedances 
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