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July 25, 2025 
 
 
Via E-Mail 
 
Erin Neal 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 108 
San Diego, CA 92108 
Erin.Neal@dtsc.ca.gov 
 
Zanalee Zmily 
Senior Environmental Scientist 
Department of Toxic Substances Control 
7575 Metropolitan Drive, Suite 108 
San Diego, CA 92108 
Zanalee.Zmily@dtsc.ca.gov 
 

Re: Chiquita Canyon Landfill Response to June 20, 2025 Compliance 
Requirements 

 
Dear Ms. Neal and Ms. Zmily: 
 
Chiquita Canyon, LLC (“Chiquita”) is in receipt of the compliance requirements for the Chiquita 
Canyon Landfill (“Landfill”) issued by the Department of Toxic Substances Control (“DTSC”) 
on June 20, 2025 (the “Letter”). The Letter’s compliance requirements supersede the compliance 
requirements discussed in DTSC’s April 1, 2025 Summary of Violations (“SOV”), to which 
Chiquita responded on May 1, 2025. The Letter also memorializes the June 18, 2025, discussion 
between Chiquita and DTSC regarding the SOV’s compliance requirements. 
 
Chiquita incorporates herein its May 1, 2025 letter to DTSC in response to the SOV. Chiquita 
continues to disagree with the violations alleged in the SOV for the reasons set forth in its May 
1, 2025 letter, as none of the SOV’s alleged violations and requested corrective actions are 
supported by the factual circumstances or the regulatory citations. Nevertheless, Chiquita 
remains committed to cooperating with reasonable requests for information that are within the 
scope of DTSC’s authority and applicable to the Landfill. Chiquita provides the following 
requested information in response to the Letter. The information, documents, and attachments 
provided herein should not be construed as an admission of any factual allegation or legal 
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conclusion in the Letter of SOV or an admission of any liability for any matter described in the 
Letter or SOV. 
 
Allegation #1: Land Disposal Restriction Requirements  
 
DTSC confirmed in the Letter that the documentation Chiquita previously submitted satisfied the 
agency’s compliance requirements, and no further action is required. Chiquita will continue to 
comply with land disposal restriction requirements as set forth in more detail in its May 1, 2025 
letter. 
      
Allegation #2A – Release Notifications 
 
DTSC requested in the Letter that Chiquita continue to include DTSC on the Condition 27(e) 
Reports (submitted to the South Coast Air Quality Management District (“SCAQMD”)), 
Condition 27(c) Reports (submitted to SCAQMD), Wastewater Discharge Requirements 
(“WDR”) Reports (submitted to the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (“Water 
Board”), and 30-Day Storm Event Reports (submitted to the Water Board). DTSC also requested 
in the Letter that, to the extent reasonably possible, Chiquita include the following additional 
information in the aforementioned reports: 
 

 The estimated release cleanup time; 
 A waste determination of the release; 
 Tank number (if applicable); 
 Well number (if applicable); 
 Train identification (if applicable); 
 Photographs (if taken); and 
 Sampling results (if taken). 

 
Chiquita already provides much of the information requested above, as follows: 
 

 Condition 27(c) Reports - Chiquita submits these reports to SCAQMD pursuant to the 
modified Stipulated Order for Abatement in Case No. 6177-4 (“SOFA”) and provides the 
grid number, map location, time discovered, estimated duration of presence of leachate, 
estimated quantity of leachate, extent of impact, photographs, corrective actions taken, 
and more for each leachate leak or spill, to the extent available. Chiquita now provides 
DTSC with copies of these reports consistent with DTSC’s request during our meeting on 
June 18, 2025. 

 Condition 27(e) Reports - Chiquita submits these reports to SCAQMD pursuant to the 
SOFA and provides the date and time, grid number, waste determination, corrective 
actions taken, and more for each leachate leak or spill, to the extent available. Chiquita 
now provides DTSC with copies of these reports consistent with DTSC’s request during 
our meeting on June 18, 2025. 

 Waste Discharge Requirements (“WDRs”) Reports - Chiquita submits these reports to 
the Water Board pursuant to its WDRs and provides a map location, grid number, waste 
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determination, sampling results, and more for each leachate leak or spill that occurs 
outside of the Landfill’s footprint, to the extent available. Chiquita now provides DTSC 
with copies of these reports consistent with DTSC’s request during our meeting on June 
18, 2025. 

 30-Day Storm Event Reports - Chiquita submits these reports to the Water Board 
pursuant to Investigative Order No. R4-2024-0010 and provides sampling results and 
analysis of discharges into and out of the south sedimentation basin. Chiquita now 
provides DTSC with copies of these reports consistent with DTSC’s request during our 
meeting on June 18, 2025. 

 
Chiquita also engages with DTSC and the other regulators participating in the Leachate Unit, 
responding to follow up questions posed at regular meetings, and providing available 
information as requested on an incident-by-incident basis. 
 
Chiquita continues to follow its protocol to make waste determinations of releases as required by 
law. These waste determinations are incorporated in the aforementioned reports when the 
information is known. For example, a Condition 27(e) Report may state that a leak or spill 
consisted of “treated leachate” and is therefore nonhazardous; similarly, a WDR Report may 
state that a leak or spill involved “leachate that is characteristically non-hazardous.” When a leak 
or spill occurs from a tank or in an area that may be hazardous, but has not previously been 
sampled, the material is handled assuming that it is hazardous. If absorbent material is used to 
clean up, it is not separately characterized until the roll off is filled and ready for disposal. If a 
leak or spill is large enough to be vacuumed, it is added to a tank that will be treated (or 
retreated) regardless of whether it is suspected to be hazardous. Chiquita has updated its 
reporting practices to specify when it is managing a spill or leak as hazardous, even if it does not 
have confirmation sampling. 
 
Consistent with our discussion on June 18, 2025, Chiquita is also providing an estimated release 
cleanup time when feasible. When leaks or spills occur, Chiquita and its contractors immediately 
implement cleanup protocol, which requires a swift response. Because of the speed and urgency 
that responding to these situations require, Chiquita and its contractors cannot always pause to 
note the time that cleanup concluded. However, Chiquita provides the date and time that the leak 
or spill was discovered and describes the cleanup actions it engages in, providing duration of its 
cleanup actions when feasible. Any estimated release times should be considered as a rough 
metric, intended only to provide a sense of the duration, and not a reliable indicator of precise 
timing. 
 
Chiquita will continue to include DTSC in the aforementioned reports and provide the 
information requested. Where applicable, Chiquita will also provide tank number, well number, 
group identification,1 photographs, and sampling results. 

 
1 Chiquita understands DTSC’s request for “train identification” to refer to the leachate group identification. 
Chiquita uses the term “train” to refer to the treatment train, but does not use “train” for identification purposes. 
Early in the response, Chiquita colloquially referred to Groups A and B as “trains” when referring to certain banks 
of tanks, but that terminology was retired to avoid confusion when the treatment train was introduced into the 
process. 
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Allegation #2A – Information Request for SOV Table 1 Counts 
 
DTSC requested that Chiquita provide additional information for 12 specific counts. Chiquita 
has examined its files and provides the additional information it has identified below. Where 
applicable, Chiquita provides an explanation of why the information is unavailable. 
 

1. Count 3: Train identification 
2. Count 5: Tank number and train identification 
3. Count 7: Tank number and train identification 
4. Count 19: Tank number and train identification 
5. Count 23: Tank number and train identification 
6. Count 26: Train identification 
7. Count 30: Tank number and train identification 
8. Count 31: Well number and train identification 
9. Count 33: Well number and train identification 
10. Count 40: Well number 
11. Count 41: Estimated volume and cause of release 
12. Count 42: Tank number 

 
Count 3 (3/13/25): 
This release occurred in Grid 178, Group A. No tank number is available, because the release 
was from a pipe. 
 
Count 5 (1/23/25): 
This release occurred in Tank Farm 7, Grid 246, Group A. No tank number has been located, as 
that information was not recorded at the time. 
 
Count 7 (1/6/25): 
This release occurred in Grids 74 and 79, North Perimeter. No tank number has been located, as 
that information was not recorded at the time. 
 
Count 19 (10/24/24): 
This release occurred in Grid 81. No tank number or group identification is available, because 
the release was from a vacuum line and involved a mixture of liquid. As such, there was no 
group to identify, and tank number was not recorded at the time. 
 
Count 23 (10/17/24): 
This release occurred in Tank Farm 7. No tank number or group identification is available, 
because the release was from a hose. 
 
Count 26 (10/9/24): 
This release occurred in Grid 156, Group A. 
 
Count 30 (9/8/24): 
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This release occurred south of Cell 8B. No tank number or group identification is available, 
because the release was from a truck that was moving leachate from one tank farm to another. 
 
Count 31 (9/8/24): 
This release occurred in Grids 77, 145, and 150. No well number or group identification 
information is available, because the release was a seep. 
 
Count 33 (9/4/24): 
This release occurred in the North Slope, Grid 150, North Perimeter. No well number is 
available, because the release was from a discharge hose line connected to a well pump. 
 
Count 40 (2/19/24): 
This release occurred in Grid 77. No well number is available, because the release was a seep. 
 
Count 41 (2/7/24): 
This release occurred in Grid 142, Primary Canyon, and involved characteristically non-
hazardous condensate. Estimated volume and more detailed information about the cause have not 
been located, as that information was not recorded at the time. 
 
Count 42 (1/31/24): 
This release occurred in Grid 240 and 246. No tank number is available, because the release was 
from a third-party loader truck. 
 
Allegation #2A: Information Request for Releases Since April 1, 2025 
 
DTSC requested that Chiquita provide additional information for 8 specific releases. Chiquita 
has examined its files and provides the additional information it has identified below. Where 
applicable, Chiquita provides an explanation of why the information is unavailable. 
 

1. 6/19/2025 release: Tank number and train identification 
2. 6/16/2025 release: Tank number 
3. 6/12/2025 release (at 0800 hours): Tank number 
4. 6/11/2025 release: Hazardous waste manifest for the shipment 
5. 5/27/2025 release: Well number and train identification 
6. 5/21/2025 release: Train identification 
7. 4/10/2025 release: Train identification 
8. 4/8/2025 release: Train identification 

 
6/19/2025 Release: 
This release occurred in Tank Farm 7, Grid 239. Chiquita met with the Leachate Disposal Unit 
(“LDU”) and provided additional information in response to the regulators’ questions in the 
Teams Channel. Treated leachate had mixed with water from the granulated activated carbon 
(“GAC”) changeout and spilled from a hose connected to a manifold in Tank Farm 7, located in 
Grid 239. The release was cleaned up, and fresh soil was added to the impacted area. There is no 
group identification available, because the release occurred post-treatment. 
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6/16/2025 Release: 
This release occurred in Grid 245. No tank number is available, because the release was from a 
pressure release valve on the trailer of a third-party haul truck. 
 
6/12/2025 Release: 
This release occurred in Tank Farm 7, Grid 239. No tank number is available, because the 
release was from a third-party haul truck. 
 
6/11/2025 Release 
Chiquita provides the requested hazardous waste manifest for the shipment of the material 
associated with this release in Attachment 1. 
 
5/27/2025 Release: 
This release occurred in Grid 150, Group A, well number CV-24030. 
 
5/21/2025 Release: 
This release occurred in Grids 79 and 89. No group identification is available, because the 
release was from the leachate collection system. 
 
4/10/2025 Release: 
This release occurred in Grid 241. Chiquita met with the LDU and provided additional 
information in response to the regulators’ questions in the Teams Channel. During pipe 
maintenance, nonhazardous leachate heading to LCM was released due to gravity draining from 
residuals in the line. The release was cleaned up, and the affected soils were disposed of in the 
active face of the Landfill. No group identification is available, because the release was from a 
pipe. 
 
4/8/2025 Release: 
This release occurred in Grid 227. Chiquita met with the LDU and provided additional 
information in response to the regulators’ questions in the Teams Channel.  On April 11, 2025 at 
11:13 a.m. Pacific Time, Chiquita explained that the release came from a line that feeds Group 
B.  
 
Allegation #2A – Releases Involving Hauler Trucks 
 
DTSC requested that Chiquita provide a written plan describing how Chiquita will mitigate and 
prevent releases involving hauler trucks. Chiquita currently follows its Leachate Management 
Plan to respond to leachate seeps or other releases.2 This protocol also governs Chiquita’s 
response to releases involving hauler trucks. Additionally, Chiquita understands that its hauler 
contractors have procedures in place for responding to releases from hauler trucks, as it is 
ultimately the hauler’s responsibility to prevent releases involving hauler trucks.  

 
2 See Section 2.2.2 of Chiquita’s Leachate Management Plan, resubmitted January 10, 2025, “Responding to 
Leachate Seeps or Other Releases.” 
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Chiquita therefore already takes substantial steps to minimize these types of releases. Chiquita is 
nevertheless regularly evaluating its mitigation measures to determine if additional measures can 
be taken to minimize future releases, including those involving hauler trucks, and will update its 
protocols if further steps are identified in the future.  
 
Allegation #2B – Written Statement and Tank Farm Movement Notification 
 
DTSC confirmed in the Letter that a written statement within 30 days of issuance of the SOV 
and Tank Farm Movement Notification are no longer required. Chiquita will continue to 
cooperate with DTSC’s Site Mitigation Program, submit deliverables, and complete tasks related 
to the relocation or Tank Farm 9 in a timely manner. Chiquita will also continue to forward 
copies of relevant reports, including the implementation report for the relocation of Tank Farm 9. 
 
Allegation #2B – Well Field and Tank Farm Maps 
 
DTSC confirmed in the letter that it would like Chiquita to submit well field and tank farm maps 
to DTSC on a quarterly basis, with the first submission to be provided on July 25, 2025 and 
subsequent submissions by the 20th day after the start of the quarter. Chiquita provides the most 
recent well field map in Attachment 23 and the most recent tank farm map in Attachment 3.   
 
Allegation #2B – Isopach, Landfill Settlement, and Maximum Vertical Temperature Maps 
 
DTSC confirmed in the Letter that Chiquita shall submit isopach, landfill settlement, and 
maximum vertical temperature maps from temperature probes to DTSC at the frequency 
prescribed by the Local Enforcement Agency (“LEA”). Chiquita will ensure that DTSC is copied 
on these submittals to the LEA. 
 
Other DTSC Issues/Concerns #1 – Information Request for SOV Table 2 Incidents 
 
DTSC requested that Chiquita provide additional information for 18 specific incidents. Chiquita 
has examined its files and provides the additional information it has identified below. Where 
applicable, Chiquita provides an explanation of why the information is unavailable. 
 

1. Incident 1 (3/22/2025): Train identification 
2. Incident 3 (2/25/2025): Well number and train identification 
3. Incident 4 (2/9/2025): Train identification 
4. Incident 8 (1/20/2025): Train identification 
5. Incident 13 (12/22/2024): Train identification and explanation of release cause 
6. Incident 16 (10/25/2024): Tank number, train identification, grid location, and 

description of release cleanup 
7. Incident 17 (10/24/2024): Tank number and train identification 

 
3 The well map shows the grouping for the pumps and tanks, including the general routing for the pump routes to 
each discharge line. However, the map does not show the exact locations of each line, which would be burdensome 
to develop. 
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8. Incident 19 (10/18/2024): Tank number and train identification 
9. Incident 30 (9/7/2024): Well number and train identification 
10. Incident 36 (7/23/2024): Tank number, train identification, and grid location 
11. Incident 45 (5/14-15/2024): Explain what infrastructure was removed during this incident 
12. Incident 46 (5/14/2024): Well number, leachate volume, and train identification 
13. Incident 50 (5/2/2024): Train identification 
14. Incident 51 (5/1/2024): Train identification 
15. Incident 52 (4/23/2024): Well number and train identification 
16. Incident 54 (4/11/2024): Train identification 
17. Incident 62 (3/26/2024): Well number 
18. Incident 71 (3/3/2024): Well number 

    
Incident 1: 
This release occurred in Tank Farm 9. No group identification is available, because the release 
involved a mixture of liquid in a vacuum line that released due to high pressure caused by an 
unknown mechanical issue. 
 
Incident 3: 
This release occurred in Grid 77. No well number or group identification information has been 
located, as that information was not recorded at the time. 
 
Incident 4: 
This release occurred in Grid 227, Group B.  
 
Incident 8: 
This release occurred in Grid 36. No group identification is available, because the release was 
from a force main port valve. 
 
Incident 13: 
This release occurred in Grid 78 due to a malfunctioning pump. No group identification is 
available, because the release was near a pump. 
 
Incident 16: 
This release occurred from a truck within Grid 247. Upon discovering the spill, Chiquita 
immediately closed the valve to the truck, and then added absorbent to the non-hazardous 
leachate. Chiquita removed any contaminated soil and replaced it with fresh soil. Cleanup 
commenced immediately and was completed the same day. No tank number or group 
identification is available, because the release involved a third-party hauler truck. 
 
Incident 17: 
This release occurred in Grid 247, LCM, and involved characteristically non-hazardous liquid. 
No tank number is available, because the release was from a truck hose. 
 
Incident 19: 



Chiquita Canyon Landfill Response to June 20, 2025 Compliance Requirements  
July 25, 2025  
Page 9 of 11   
 

29201 Henry Mayo Drive | Castaic, California 91384 
www.chiquitacanyon.com 

This release involved Tank 1, LCM, and involved characteristically non-hazardous liquid. The 
release occurred within the containment area of the leachate collection system near the front 
office.  
 
Incident 30: 
This release occurred in Grid 93. No well number or group identification information has been 
located, as that information was not recorded at the time. 
 
Incident 36: 
This release involved an overfilled tank and a release into secondary containment. No tank 
number, group identification, or grid location has been located, as that information was not 
recorded at the time. 
 
Incident 45: 
Force main piping and other gas and liquid infrastructure were temporarily removed from the 
affected area to install the geosynthetic cover in early May 2024.  
 
Incident 46: 
This release occurred in Grid 208. No well number or group identification is available, because 
the release involved a leak from a valve. No information about the volume of leachate involved 
has been located, as that information was not recorded at the time. 
 
Incident 50: 
This release occurred in Grid 210. No group identification is available, because the release 
involved a leachate transportation line. 
 
Incident 51: 
This release involved Grids 77 and 145. No group identification is available, because the release 
was from an open valve leaking leachate. 
 
Incident 52: 
This release involved Grids 186 and 187. No well number or group identification information 
has been located, as that information was not recorded at the time. 
 
Incident 54: 
This release involved Tank Farm 9. No group identification is available, as the release involved a 
mixture of liquid. 
 
Incident 62: 
This release involved Grid 145. No well number is available, because the release was from a 
pipe. 
 
Incident 71: 
This release involved Grid 78. No well number is available, because the release was a seep. 
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Tim Crick, Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Diane Barclay, Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Christopher Kane, Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Johnathan Crook, Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Lisa Winebarger, Department of Toxic Substances Control 
Dylan Smith, Chiquita Canyon 
Sarah Phillips, Chiquita Canyon 
Amanda Froman, Chiquita Canyon 
Kate Logan, Chiquita Canyon 
John Perkey, Chiquita Canyon 
Megan Morgan, Beveridge & Diamond, P.C. 
Nicole Weinstein, Beveridge & Diamond, P.C. 
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GENERAL DRAWING NOTES:

1. EXISTING TOPOGRAPHIC SURVEY INFORMATION SHOWN WAS PROVIDED BY

PROPELLOR. AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHY DATED JULY 09, 2025.

2. NORTH ARROW SHOWN HERE IS REFERENCE TO THE CALIFORNIA STATE PLANE

ZONE V COORDINATE SYSTEM, NAD 83.

3. THE LOCATION OF ANY EXISTING PIPING, VALVES, TIE-IN LOCATIONS AND OTHER

FEATURES ARE APPROXIMATE AND SHOULD BE USED FOR INFORMATION

PURPOSES ONLY. ACTUAL FIELD CONDITIONS MAY VARY AND SUBJECT TO

CHANGE BASED ON FUTURE FILL OPERATIONS, WASTE PLACEMENT,
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