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July 11, 2025 

 

 

Via E-Mail  

Mr. David Nguyen 

Los Angeles County Public Works 

900 S. Fremont Avenue 

Alhambra, CA 91803 

dnguyen@pw.lacounty.gov 

 

Re: Chiquita Canyon Landfill – CUP Condition No. 69 Report 

 

 

Dear Mr. Nguyen: 

 

Condition 69 of Chiquita Canyon, LLC’s (“Chiquita”) Conditional Use Permit (“CUP”) requires 

that, upon receiving four Notices of Violation (“NOVs”) related to air quality in a given calendar 

year, Chiquita must submit a report to Los Angeles County Public Works (“PW”) within 30 days 

after the fourth NOV, explaining the NOV and the steps taken to address it. Chiquita must also 

provide such a report within 30 days of receiving any additional air quality related NOV within 

the same calendar year.  

 

In 2025, the South Coast Air Quality Management District (“South Coast AQMD”) issued 

Chiquita NOVs for violations of South Coast AQMD Rule 402 and California Health & Safety 

Code § 41700, triggering Chiquita’s obligation to provide a report under CUP Condition 69. 

Chiquita submitted a report on February 28, 2025, April 4, 2025, May 7, and June 6, 2025. Since 

the submission of the June 6 report, South Coast AQMD issued Chiquita 12 additional Rule 402 

NOVs for violations alleged to have occurred in April and May 2025. These NOVs are provided 

in Attachment A.1 

  

On June 26, 2025, the County of Los Angeles Public Works (“PW”) issued Chiquita three NOVs 

(differentiated by Assessor’s ID #3271-002-013, #3271-002-019, and #3271-002-041) for 

alleged violations of Building Code Section J103.1. Assessor’s IDs #3271-002-019 and #3271-

002-041 also alleged violations of Building Code Section J103.2. These NOVs are provided in 

Attachment B.   

 
1 The NOV numbers and dates of the alleged violations are as follows: NOV P67280 (June 11, 2025); NOV P80896 

(June 12, 2025); NOV P77687 (June 13, 2025); NOV P69196 (June 16, 2025); NOV P67281 (June 19, 2025); NOV 

P73583 (June 23, 2025); NOV P77688 (June 24, 2025); NOV P81012 (June 25, 2025); NOV P80897 (June 26, 

2025); NOV65807 (June 27, 2025); NOV P67000 (July 1, 2025); NOV P69199 (July 8, 2025). 
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South Coast AQMD Rule 402 NOVs – Explanation and Corrective Action 

 

A discussion of the South Coast AQMD Rule 402 NOVs, along with corrective actions taken by 

Chiquita in response to the NOVs, is provided below. 

 

Explanation 

 

These NOVs were issued after a South Coast AQMD inspector verified complaints about odors 

alleged to be coming from the Chiquita Canyon Landfill (“Landfill”). The NOVs are 

substantively the same as prior NOVs issued by South Coast AQMD that were addressed in 

Chiquita’s prior CUP Condition 69 reports. The source of the odors is the same as described in 

those reports: an increase in the production of landfill gas and liquids caused by an abnormal 

reaction taking place within an older portion of the Landfill waste mass.   

 

Corrective Action 

 

Chiquita provided detailed descriptions of corrective actions taken to mitigate the reaction and 

any odors emanating from the Landfill in its prior CUP Condition 69 reports. While Chiquita 

does not repeat information provided in the earlier reports in this report, it continues to take all 

actions listed in those reports. The corrective actions described in this section include only new 

measures taken since the last update.   

 

South Coast AQMD Stipulated Order: Under the Stipulated Order for Abatement with the South 

Coast AQMD (Case No. 6177-4) issued on September 6, 2023, and modified on January 17, 

March 21, April 24, August 27, November 13, 2024, April 16, 2025, and June 24, 20252 

(“Stipulated Order”), Chiquita has implemented the following additional mitigation measures: 

• As of July 3, 2025, Chiquita has a total of 167 pumps operating in vertical landfill gas 

extraction wells.  

Chiquita submits status updates on its compliance with the modified Stipulated Order in its 

Condition 8 monthly reports to South Coast AQMD. These reports are posted on Chiquita’s 

website. More detailed information on Chiquita’s implementation of and compliance with the 

modified Stipulated Order is available on Chiquita’s website. 

LEA Compliance Order: On June 6, 2024, the LEA issued Chiquita a Compliance Order, 

formalizing the CalRecycle-recommended mitigation measures that had previously been 

imposed by the LEA as well as a few additional requirements. Chiquita has implemented the 

following additional requirement from the LEA’s Compliance Order: 

 
2 The June 24, 2025 modification to the Stipulated Order is not yet available, but will be posted on Chiquita’s odor 

mitigation website once available.  
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• On July 1, 2025, Chiquita submitted the weekly cover issues report. The report, 

summary, and maps are posted on Chiquita’s Odor Mitigation website.   

More detailed information on Chiquita’s implementation of the Compliance Order is available on 

Chiquita’s website. 

Enhanced community air monitoring program: As described in prior reports, at the direction of 

the DPH, Chiquita has enhanced its current air monitoring program. Data and reports can be 

found on Chiquita’s website and the most recent report was submitted on February 21, 2025. 

Chiquita has also established a Chiquita Canyon Landfill Community Air Monitoring Program 

Webpage. https://chiquitacanyon.com/reports/community-air-monitoring-program/. The page 

contains the most recent 1-hour average data for hydrogen sulfide and methane, as well as the 

average wind speed and direction for the same time period, for twelve community air monitoring 

stations. 

 

Chiquita Canyon Landfill Air Quality Study: As described in prior reports, a third-party 

consultant has conducted a 28-day air quality study that provided additional data and information 

on air quality in the communities surrounding the Landfill. Data from this study can be found on 

Chiquita’s Air Quality Study webpage (https://chiquitalandfillairqualitydata.sensible-edp.com/). 

Third-party consultants evaluated this data and prepared reports on potential health and odor 

impacts based on the data collected and analyzed. These reports were submitted to South Coast 

AQMD on August 1, 2024, as required by the Stipulated Order, and are posted on Chiquita’s 

website. An easy-to-read summary of the report is also available on Chiquita’s website. 

Chiquita Community Relief Program: As described in prior reports, Chiquita voluntarily 

established a Community Relief Program to assist with offsetting costs associated with odor 

mitigation and has retained a third-party administrator to administer this program. Through the 

program, residents of Val Verde, Live Oak, Hasley Hills, Hillcrest Parkway, Hasley Canyon, and 

Stevenson Ranch were able to request funding that could be used to assist with the claimed 

expenses associated with odor mitigation, including temporary relocation, home hardening, and 

increased utility bills. This was not a reimbursement program. Instead, applicants that submitted 

valid, geographically eligible applications received a payment each month that they could use as 

needed, similar to a stipend. Payment amounts varied among applicants based on a variety of 

factors, including geographic location and Chiquita’s assessment of the extent of odor impacts 

based on objective odor data. 

Applications for funding for each month were due at the end of the month. Applicants were 

required to recertify their applications to be eligible for funding in subsequent months. Chiquita 

ended the Community Relief Program at the end of February 2025. Most recently, checks were 

mailed out during the week of March 21 for eligible applicants that submitted new valid 

applications in the month of February, valid recertifications, and those that had corrected 

application materials from their previous applications.  

https://chiquitacanyon.com/reports/community-air-monitoring-program/
https://chiquitalandfillairqualitydata.sensible-edp.com/


Mr. David Nguyen 

Los Angeles County Public Works  

July 11, 2025 

Page 4 of 4 

 

29201 Henry Mayo Drive | Castaic, California 91384 

www.chiquitacanyon.com 

More information on this program is available on the program’s website 

(https://www.chiquitalandfillcommunityrelief.com/). The information is also available in 

Spanish.   

PW NOVs – Explanation and Corrective Action 

On June 26, 2025, Chiquita received three NOVs from PW (differentiated by Accessor’s ID 

#3271-002-013, #3271-002-019, and #3271-002-041) alleging violations of Building Code 

Section J103.1. The NOVs specifically allege “[g]rading work performed without the benefit of 

permit or inspection.” Accessor’s IDs #3271-002-041 and #3271-002-019 also allege violations 

of Building Code Section J103.2, which specifically allege “[g]rading work that obstructs a 

drainage course.” These NOVs are provided in Attachment B.  

Chiquita is still evaluating the alleged violations. Chiquita will provide a detailed explanation 

and corrective action in follow-up reporting. 

 

 

Please contact me should you have any questions about this report. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

 

       Steve Cassulo 

       District Manager 

       Chiquita Canyon, LLC 

 

 

Attachment: A – South Coast AQMD Rule 402 and California Health & Safety Code § 

41700 

B – PW NOVs 

 

  

cc: Karlo Manalo, Public Works 

Ai-Viet Huynh, Department of Regional Planning 

Alex Garcia, Department of Regional Planning 

Edgar De La Torre, Department of Regional Planning 

Eric Morofuji, Department of Public Health 

Mark Como, Department of Public Health 

 

https://www.chiquitalandfillcommunityrelief.com/
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