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March 25, Wednesday 
Board Meeting. All members welcome. 
RSVP to president@bmwpugetsound.com.

April 10, Friday 
Track Day at Pacific Raceway. We kick 
off our track season with both a Car Control 
Clinic and a High-Performance Driving Event. 

April 18, Saturday 
Cascade Foothills Tour. A great, short tour  
for first-timers to learn what this is all about.

April 22, Wednesday 
Board Meeting. All members welcome. 
RSVP to president@bmwpugetsound.com.

May 8, Friday 
Track Day at Pacific Raceway. See the 
details inside or on the chapter website.

May 16, Saturday 
Astoria Tour to, you guessed it, Astoria, 
Oregon. 

May 24, Sunday 
Burgers & BMWs at the Triple X Drive-in in 
Issaquah. Come early as this event always 
fills the parking lot. 
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May 27, Wednesday 
Board Meeting. All members welcome. 
RSVP to president@bmwpugetsound.com.

June 13, Saturday 
Dyno Day at 22RPD in Renton. See the 
details in this issue.

June 19, Friday 
Track Day. Our third of the year and back  
at Pacific Raceway.

June 24, Wednesday 
Board Meeting. All members welcome. 
RSVP to president@bmwpugetsound.com.

June 26-27, Friday and Saturday 
Duffy Lake Tour. We’re invited to have a 
limited number of our members join the B.C. 
BMW Club on this annual favorite.

June 27, Saturday 
E30 Tech Session at Accurate Automotive 
as part of the E30 Weekend.

June 28, Sunday 
E30 Picnic at the LeMay Family Foundation.  
We’re going for a new record this year.

For more information about any event, go to www.BMWPugetSound.com.
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and national email blasts is to provide 
your email address as part of your mem-
bership records kept by national. You 
can log in and update your information 
or call headquarters. The information is 
on the inside of every Roundel. 

David Lightfoot

 

ON THE COVER 
The BMW Concept iX3 and BMW  

i Vision sit next to BMW Welt with 

the BMW Museum and Four-Cylinder 

Tower in the background.

Photo by BMW Press

President’s Column
2020 is well underway and soon we 
will be getting our vehicles cleaned up and  
ready for the busy season. Personally, 
I am ready for our soggy winter to 
give way to spring sunshine. This is a 
milestone year for BMW CCA PSR. 
We are marking 50 years of being an 
organization of automotive enthusiasts. 
This chapter has a great history filled 
with many memorable characters. Each 
one has contributed in their own way 
to make the Puget Sound Region the 
vibrant community it is today.
 If you have a few spare minutes, I 
highly recommend getting acquainted 
with our history by checking out the 
Zündfolge archives on the Club website. 

Evan Kohout and David Lightfoot have 
teamed up to digitize the old newslet-
ters and make them available to read 
online. Be careful, though. I accidentally 
lost a couple of hours while browsing 
through some copies from the ’80s.
 Be on the lookout for upcoming 
events in the Around the Sound email 
updates. If you are not receiving these, 
be sure to add or update your email 
address with the Club. This is by far the 
best way to make sure you are informed 
about everything BMW CCA PSR 
is planning, so you don’t miss any of 
the fun. Alternatively, check the Club 
website often. Smaller events may be 

organized on short notice and can pop 
up at any time.
 I’m looking forward to seeing everyone  
as we celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
the chapter. Don’t miss out on the com-
memorative “swag” that will be avail-
able. The easiest way to get it will be in 
person at the events. Remember, it takes 
people to bring our events to life, so 
come join the party. If you see an event 
that you are interested in supporting  
as a volunteer, please contact me. I will 
make sure you are put in contact with 
the event coordinator.
Happy motoring!

Dana Lantz, President
Puget Sound Chapter BMW CCA

We Need Your Email Address
If you’ve been holding out and avoiding 
giving your email address to national, 
you’re missing out. The chapter contin-
ues to move slowly but surely to more 
and more electronic communication. 
Most of the news about the March 7 
banquet at the Museum of Flight was 
conveyed via Around the Sound email 
blasts. We’ve also had some events 
that couldn’t accommodate our Zünd-
folge publishing schedule, so they were 
promoted only via chapter Around the 
Sound bulk emails. Did you hear about 

the group visit to the Flying Heritage 
Museum at Paine Field? We had a 
special session with the docent talking 
about the Focke-Wulf with the BMW 
engine. Then we went to see the World 
War II German Army BMW motorcycle 
and sidecar, in amazing restored condi-
tion. If you don’t recall hearing about 
this opportunity, you probably aren’t 
receiving Around the Sound.
 National also sends BimmerLife 
emails often, with lots of current BMW 
news. The way to get both the chapter 
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as we’ve mentioned before, the first 
organizational meeting for our Club was 
on June 4, 1970, at Lum’s Restaurant in 
Bellevue. The organizers had been busy 
before that, printing up flyers and even 
naming the Club they hoped to form: 
BEPS for BMW Enthusiasts of Puget 
Sound. 
 That first meeting was successful and 
activities began almost immediately. 
They started with a brewery tour, then  
a hiking trip to Mount Rainier. Many  
of the early events were physically 
strenuous, a reflection that most of the 
members were pretty young. 
 Motorsports began almost from the 
beginning, with the first Club autocross 
in August, 1970. Sites were much easier 
to get back then. By the end of the  
year, a Christmas party was held in  
a member’s home. The Club treasury  
had been bolstered by a rummage sale 

Some More Chapter History
that netted $45.50 and a Club logo had 
been drafted.
 That logo seemed to take some time 
to modify to everyone’s tastes, but made 
its debut in July, 1971. That year was 
active with autocrosses, tours, rallies 
and social events. In those first couple 
of years, there were contested elections, 
a set of bylaws adopted and board posi-
tions that included Parliamentarian. 
 The BEPS name and logo were short- 
lived. By fall of 1971, a new set of bylaws  
were adopted to facilitate inclusion 
within the International Association 
of BMW Clubs (now the International 
Council of BMW Clubs) and to join 
with the Los Angeles chapter as part of 
BMW Automobile Club of America. At 
this time, the BMW ACA was part of 
the affiliation with the European clubs 
and were recognized by BMW AG, 
which the BMW CCA was not. Chapter 

newsletters no longer used the BEPS 
logo and just ‘borrowed’ the BMW  
logo. By the end of 1971, the Club was  
a chapter of BMW ACA. 
 In early 1972, the Club incorporated 
as the BMWACA, Puget Sound Chapter.  
By this time, there was also a Portland 
BMWACA chapter and some joint 
events were held. The BMWACA logo 
was adopted by the Club. It featured a 
concentric circle around the BMW logo. 
Newsletters were typically one or two 
typewritten pages. Most were, literally, 
cut and pasted originals, which were 
then photocopied and mailed to the 
members. Addresses were hand written. 
 By January 1973, the chapter officers  
announced that they were seeking a 
clever name for the newsletter. The next  
issue was called “Aus Freude Am Fahren,”  
German for “The Joy of Driving.” Since 
“Aus Freude Am Fahren” was BMW’s 

1972 1978

1997 2001

2011

1971
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tagline, that wasn’t going to work. Marilyn  
Patzer suggested Zündfolge, the German  
word for firing order and that stuck as 
the name of the chapter publication. By 
the third anniversary of the founding of 
the Club, the membership was about  
70 and reached 84 at the end of 1973. 
 Our logo has continued to evolve, 
mostly as a result of BMW AG standards  
for BMW clubs around the world. In 
the 1980s, BMW proposed that all clubs 
eliminate the roundel BMW logo from 
incorporation in club logos. BMW 
wished to reserve exclusive use of their 
corporate logo to the company. However,  
that was met with a lot of pushback 
from the clubs. BMW AG relented and 
presented six shapes for club logos: circle,  
oval, rectangle, rhombus, shield and  
diamond. Each had a horizontal line 
at the midpoint and space for the club 
name. The company logo was to be used 
in the lower portion of the club logo in  
a standardized way. About this time, the  
company insisted on space between BMW  
and the club name. Thus, BMWACA 
became BMW ACA. This came to be 
known as the “BMW Space Program.” 
Of course, this ended up being ignored 
with the advent of the internet and URLs. 
 In about 2010, BMW AG decided 
that six variations of club logo shapes 
were about five too many. It was then 
that all official BMW clubs went to the 
current format of a horizontal rectan-
gular logo. With the new logo, clubs that 
were officially recognized by BMW AG 
were able to use “Official BMW Club” 
with their logo.

David Lightfoot
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Party and Celebration
Cedar River Park
Renton River Days

this year, we are celebrating the 
50th anniversary of the Puget Sound 
Chapter formation as a BMW-focused 
club. Note that we have not always been 
a member of the BMW CCA. David 
Lightfoot has written previously about 
when this occurred in 2000. But, the most  
important thing to remember is that 50 
years ago, a group of BMW owners got 
together and formed the beginnings of 
the Club as we know it today. 
 To celebrate this event, we will have 
a more BMW-focused day on the field 
that we share with our PCA, Audi,  
Mercedes, and VW friends. They will  
be welcome of course, but the show will 
focus on BMW and the Puget Sound 
Chapter. Yes, there will be a birthday 
cake; a big flat cake with an edible 
Roundel! 
 What do we need from you older 
more historic members? Memorabilia! 
If you have old photos, t-shirts, hats, 
trophies—you name it—we will display 
it. We will have a tent to show this cool 

BMW CCA Puget Sound Region 50th Anniversary
stuff off to the younger members of the 
club. It is important that the younger 
crowd get a sense of history. 
 We will have swag for sale that will 
include a 50th Anniversary hat, window 
clings, and a poster. This year, we will 
ask that you RSVP for the event so we 
have an idea of how much cake to order; 
it is a birthday party after all. For your 
reward, the first 100 RSVPs will receive 
a free commemorative poster of the 
event. We are going to ask for you to 
contribute $20 to attend. In exchange, 
you will get a 50th Anniversary hat and 
a window cling. 
 As part of our agreement with the 
City of Renton, we will make a donation 
to the Lions Club for the use of the field. 
 This event has always been part of 
the history of the club, going back to the 
days when the Concours was held here 
and now more recently morphed into a 
celebration of all German car marques. 
This year, we want a pile of BMWs to 
show up.
 Stay tuned to further ATS announce-
ment for all of the details.

Steve Libby
Driving Events Coordinator

July 26

it is time for our 16th annual rubber meets the 
rollers event. This year, we are heading to a new 
BMW tuning shop in Renton, 22RPD BMW Performance 
Dyno Tuning Service. 
 Zack Schaper and the guys at 22RPD are hosting the 
dyno day as well as a tech session and tour of their new 
BMW tuning and performance shop. Club members will 
pay only $85 dollars (normally $145) to run their cars on 
the Dynocom 4wd dyno.  Each car will get to have three 
runs. You will get a completed print out of your car’s 
actual horsepower and torque at the wheels as well as air 
fuel ratio. Bring your own flash drive and they will save 
the file on it as well.

BMW Club Dyno Event Saturday, June 13

 Come out and give your ride a good flogging and let’s 
see what kind of horsepower those mods really make. 
Typically, we run between 25 to 35 cars so sign up early. 
Last year’s top honors went to an M5 competition pack-
age making 562 whp in stock form. I will have my boosted 
E36 M3 sporting a 22RPD 3-liter engine and other up-
grades out for a run.  I would love to see an M2 competi-
tion or a M8 competition run this year!
 The club will be providing food and refreshments 
around noon. The event begins at 9:30 am, dyno runs will 
begin at 10:30.  
 22RPD is located at 340 Sunset Drive, Renton, WA.
Go to: www.22RPD.com for their products and services
RSVP to Jeff Butler at jeff@hauryscollision.com

Jeff Butler
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June 27–2819th Annual E30 Picnic Weekend!
E30 Tech Session
Saturday, June 27, 1:00–4:00 pm

Covering various E30 related topics  
in one-hour blocks all afternoon. 

Sunday will be the traditional E30 
Show & Shine starting at 10:00 am. The 
E30 Picnic presented by Garagistic has 
evolved into the largest gathering of 
E30s on earth. We are planning on 275 
plus E30s that day, so be sure to be part 
of the fun! All E30s are invited, from 
garage queens to daily drivers. 

E30 Picnic Presented by Garagistic
Sunday, June 28, 10:00 am–3:00 pm
LeMay Collection at Marymount
325 – 152nd Street East, Tacoma 98445
www.LeMayMarymount.org

Register Early and Save!
Receive a discounted entry fee by  
registering at www.motorsportreg.com  
—the only place to register for the 
E30 Picnic. Cost is $16 for BMW Club 
members, $20 for non-members. Early 
registration closes at 6:00 pm on Thurs-
day, June 25. You can register on site the 
day of the show for $25, cash only. 

All Club Members Welcome!
All Club members are welcome to attend  
the E30 Picnic. New for this year: Non 
E30s will enter at the main LeMay  
entrance and pay $15 for parking in  
the regular LeMay parking lot which  
besides seeing the E30 Picnic will  
include touring the LeMay Museum. 
See: www.E30Picnic.com for all the 
latest information regarding the E30 
Picnic. See you there!

Lance Richert, E30 Picnic Chairman
LanceRichert@gmail.com, 425-443-2188

Location
Accuracy Automative
2905 Jahn Ave. NW
Suite 6
Gig Harbor, WA 98335 
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Sponsored by R3V Limited
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SUPPORTERS
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it’s time to wake up the bmws. 
Spring is in the air. You can take off the 
Blizzaks and long underwear, and start 
planning for your High Performance 
Driving Education day or Car Control 
Clinic. We have seven track days this 
year which means seven opportunities 
for you to get out and experience your 
Ultimate Driving Machine. Put these 
dates on your calendars now!

Pacific Raceways
 Friday, April 10
 Friday, May 8
 Friday, June 19
 Thursday, July 9
 Friday, August 21
 Friday, September 11

The Ridge
 Saturday, September 26

MOTOR SPORTS

 Our HPDE Days are going to be 
more fun this year! The Friday April 10  
event is going be called “The Art of 
Racing in the Rain!” We might be wrong,  
but it could be a rainy day. With the  
record-breaking rains we’ve had recently,  
learning car control on the track or on 
the paddock in the Car Control Clinic 
will give you all valuable skills. I know, 
you’ve heard this all before and you 
would rather be blasting down the track 
when it is 75 degrees and sunny. Right. 
How many days do we get this kind of  
weather in the Puget Sound area? I am  
making the point here that you all should  
embrace some wet driving and really 
hone your skills. We have a Thursday 
July 9, that is a little out of the ordinary,  
but it will be a sunny day so come on 
out. This year at The Ridge, we will 
get to use the new club house with the 
classroom. Here, you all will have an 
opportunity to review video data during 
the breaks and discuss them with the 
group leader or your instructor. We will 
embrace this technology and use it as a 
teaching tool this coming year. 

 There is no price increase for HPDE 
or CCC events from last year. Our only 
requirement is that to participate in 
a HPDE event, you must be a BMW 
CCA member. We require you to have 
a SNELL 2010 or newer helmet for the 
HPDE event. We do not rent helmets.
To make the Car Control Clinic more 
accessible to everyone, first time par-
ticipants do not need to be BMW CCA 
members. 

Why attend a Car Control Clinic? 
I would like to devote some time dis-
cussing the value of our Car Control 
Clinic. Modern BMWs and many cars 
have all manner of new safety devices—
ABS-traction control, adaptive braking, 
collision avoidance, and the list goes on. 
These measures are truly a major feat of 
both engineering and programing with 
the on-board ECU doing a lot of work 
with more computational power than 
we had for lunar missions. Yet, there is 
still a driver behind the wheel of the 
car regulating throttle, steering, and 
braking. Until there are autonomously 
driving cars, the driver is still in control 

of the car. The best way to experience 
this is to take our Car Control Clinic 
and note the second word, “Control.” 
Jeff Butler will lead drivers through a 
series of exercises designed to show you 
how the built-in engineering of your 
suspension and brakes function to keep 
all four wheels planted and safely going 
the direction you want them to be going. 
And just to show you how they work 
to save you, we will encourage running 
the exercises with the controls off so 
you may enjoy the experience. Trust me, 
you will have a new appreciation for the 
BMW engineers.
 Other changes at Pacific Raceways 
include a new lunch vendor whose food 
is supposed to be very good, with more 
choices and always hot. I know the track 
has had more work done on it and will 
be ready for our opening day. 
 So, start putting those tracks days  
on your calendars, beg for a day off,  
and start thinking about late apexes  
and late turn-ins!
 See you on the track,

Steve Libby, Senior Instructor 
Driving Events Coordinator

For the second consecutive year, BMW won its class at the 24 Hours of Daytona.
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April 18
Cascade Foothills Tour
Our traditional first tour of the year 
takes us around the Cascade Foothills. 
This tour is shorter than most of the 
others and a great first tour for those 
who want to see what this is all about. 

May 16
Astoria Tour
Since the Astoria Tour was such a hit  
last year, we are going to do it all again 
this year!
 We will start the Tour at BMW 
Northwest in Fife and work our way 
out to Hood Canal and follow along the 
canal until we head towards the coast 
traveling through some of our state’s 
most beautiful scenery.  Lunch will be at 
the Rusty Tractor, in Elma and we will 
also stop at the German store in South 
Bend for snacks. We will spend the night 
in Astoria where the tour ends and have 
a dinner together that evening. Details 
and sign up process will be coming soon!

2020 Tour Schedule By Greg Smith

June 26 & 27
Duffy Lake, BC Canada Tour 
We have again been invited to participate  
with the Vancouver BMW Club in their 
annual Duffy Lake Tour and will be 
able to bring twelve cars!  This tour has 
two overnights, one for us to arrive in 
Vancouver the night before it starts and 
then the tour overnight.
  This scenic road trip will begin from 
the heights of West Vancouver taking  
you along the Sea to Sky Highway. We  
will continue through the region of Duffy  
and Seton Lake following through the 
Lillooet-Fraser region. Thereafter you’ll 
see the Canyon Fountain Valley and 
continue to the town of Cache Creek 
known as a historic transportation 
junction. From there we motor off to 
Thompson Country, visiting Logan Lake 
for some photo takes. We then zoom 
down Mamit Lake Road taking you 
through the Thompson-Nicola region to 
end this fabulous trip for an overnighter 
stay in Merritt, BC.

July 18
Whidbey Island Tour 
This half-day tour begins in Monroe, 
continues through the backroads toward 
Deception Pass at the north end of 
Whidbey. It then continues south along 
the length of the island for lunch in  
historic Langley. Catch the ferry home.

August 15
Sun Mountain Lodge Tour
The tour will start in Monroe and will 
continue through the beautiful North 
Cascade National Park on Highway 
20. We will stop at scenic stops along 
the way toward the western town of 
Winthrop and onto the Sun Mountain 
Lodge. 

September 26
The Ridge Motorsports Park Tour
The Ridge tour is back with a great drive  
on some fun backroads on the way to 
The Ridge Motorsports Park in Shelton. 
There will be a parade lap around the 
track for tour participants. 

October 9 & 10
Lake Chelan Wine Tour
We have another great wine tour that 
is still in the planning stage. We will be 
going to a new wine region in the state 
of Washington. The Lake Chelan wine 
region has been growing over the years 
and now is home to many great wineries. 
More details to follow. 

If any or all of these tours interest you, 
put them on your calendar and plan to 
join us. Remember, non-members are 
welcome to join us for one tour to see 
what they are all about. To participate 
in a second tour, you must be a BMW 
CCA member.

Let’s Go Touring.

this year we will have our busiest tour schedule ever. Some of the dates 
aren’t firm yet, but this is what we’re planning.
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our first 2020 tour is on saturday,  
april 18, a scenic half-day drive up in 
the Cascade foothills from Issaquah to 
Snohomish. We’ll start out at Eastside 
Bavarian. Please be there no later than 
8:00 am. After a short drivers meeting, 
we’ll leave promptly at 8:30.

Cascade Foothills Tour  April 18

 From there we’ll continue our 
drive up the valley, taking a few back 
roads through Duvall along the way to 
Monroe. From there we’ll meander up 
Woods Creek Road and around Lake 
Roesiger. Finally, we’ll work our way 
into historic downtown Snohomish 
around lunchtime.
 Old town Snohomish is a great  
destination to walk around, shop for  
antiques, enjoy ice cream, and have 
lunch. No one lunch place is big enough 
to host us all, so feel free to hook up 
with others.
 The rest of the day is on your own to 
relax, continue exploring around town, 
or continue on the many county roads.
 No special skills or equipment are 
needed to participate in our driving tours.  
The only requirement, other than at 
least one person in your party being a 
member, is to follow the rules of the road  
and common courtesy. Tailgating and 
unsafe passing are not what we’re about. 
 RSVP to walkered57@gmail.com

Ed Walker, Tour Leader

 The first leg of our drive will be a 
twisty route to Carnation. We’ll take a 
brief stop at Vintage Motors, at 4501 
Tolt Avenue. Owner Jim Giordano will 
meet us there about 9:30 to show his 
current collection of vintage European 
cars and memorabilia. 
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PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11908 - 124 Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

(Totem Lake) 425-823-1511

OMNI
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.

have you ever found yourself 
driving along on the highway, and 
you’re going along at a pretty 
good clip? Maybe you’re not quite 
staying south of the posted speed limit, 
but you’re not being reckless, either. 
And then all of sudden, someone blows 
by you on your left, enough to sweep a 
few loose hairs off your head had your 
window been open. Soon they’re a dis-
tant memory up ahead.
 You might find yourself a bit affronted.  
Wasn’t I going fast enough? Who does 
she think she is, Miss Speedy Pants? I hope  
there’s a cop up there waiting for her!
 As quickly as your feathers ruffled 
up, they settle back down, and your 
mind drifts off onto other things, like 
what was said at that meeting at work 
yesterday or what you’re going to have 
for dinner tonight.

Driving in the Read World
E is for Embolden but Also Encourage by Mi Ae Lipe

seems safe. You might even have a radar 
detector operating to keep things from 
getting out of hand.
 Or, what you’re doing is not conscious  
or deliberate. You just do it because 
everyone else is, and you’re not even 
aware of it. Or maybe you feel socially 
pressured and don’t want to hold every-
one else up.

 Congratulations! You’ve just been 
emboldened. And, you just normalized 
a new bad habit, and now you might be 
encouraging others to indulge in that 
same risky behavior.
 We’re an incredibly social species. 
Our very survival has depended on it, 
evolutionarily speaking. We may like to 
think we act with completely independent  
thought and action, but we often emulate  
and respond to the cues others around 
us transmit far more than we think. And 
that sometimes means copying others, 
whether we’re aware of it or not.
 Not only that, but numerous social 
science studies have shown that even if 
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And then, you start speeding 
up. Just a little. Almost  
imperceptibly. But you do it. 

 And then, you start speeding up.
Just a little. Almost imperceptibly. But 
you do it. Maybe a couple of miles an 
hour faster. You get used to it. And then 
maybe a little more. You’re passing 
other drivers, but a few still manage to 
outpace you. It must be okay, right?  
Everyone’s going fast, but it doesn’t 
seem dangerous. Traffic’s flowing nicely. 
So, you keep on speeding. Nobody 
appears to be getting into trouble. It 

 

You just do it because  
everyone else is, and you’re 
not even aware of it. 
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our innate threshold for certain types 
of risk or controversial behavior is low, 
in certain situations, we’re much more 
likely to engage in them if we spend time  
around those who are influencing us 
toward that kind of thinking and action. 
By its very physical nature, traffic lends 
itself to herd thinking and being.
 Our vehicles also make perfect  
emboldenment capsules, as it were. 
Rude, aggressive driving and road rage 
thrive partly because our pods give us 
anonymity. Unless it’s our neighbor, 
we’re not likely to ever see a specific 
road user again, so we feel safer in  
behaving badly and then fleeing the 
scene like cowards.

speeds based on a specific number but 
on how the road feels to them and their 
comfort level with it. Engineers argue 
(rightfully) that traffic is safer when the 
majority of it is traveling at uniform 
speeds within a certain range. Many 
speed limits (especially higher ones)  
are set using the 85th percentile as a 
major factor.
 In my opinion, the problem with  
this principle is that drivers woefully  
underestimate their perception of  
hazards while remaining equally 
overconfident in their ability to safely 
manage a situation. For these reasons, 
letting drivers set this 85th percentile 
is already a potentially slippery slope 
because we often don’t know what’s 
good for us. And if drivers are gradually 
inching up their speed because they see 
one another doing it, that may turn out 
poorly, because physics really doesn’t 
care about a lack of judgment.
 On the flip side, if E stands for  
Embolden, then it also represents  
Encouragement. If you consciously 
decide to not let others negatively  
influence your actions, you’re also  
encouraging others to do the same.  

miae@drivingintherealworld.com

smoothly and cautiously without drama 
and haste, then you’re sending those 
messages by example to everyone 
around you who sees you. You are a 
valued member of my community, and  
I respect you. I respect myself too.
 Not only that, but, as a role model, 
you’re also projecting calmer energy that  
collectively makes a huge difference on  
the road because it validates that safer 
behavior. Think of yourself as the ultimate  
traffic calming device. 
 It is also a kind of courage—the  
courage to intervene. Read more about 
this on my Driving in the Real World 
blog post at drivingintherealworld.com/
the-courage-to-intervene/.
 It is important to remind ourselves 
that emboldenment is not just negative— 
it can be extremely positive as well. As 
Dr. Nick Ward, a professor at Montana 
State University and the director of its 
Center for Health and Safety Culture 
says, “If people think it’s normal, they’ll 
just do it.”

 

Rude, aggressive driving 
and road rage thrive partly 
because our pods give us 
anonymity. 

 Besides speeding, what are other 
forms of negative emboldenment on the  
road? Tailgating, honking, running red  
lights, hanging out in the left lane instead  
of letting others pass, street racing, 
hooning, being distracted by electronic 
devices, and driving while intoxicated 
with drugs or alcohol, to name a few. If  
enough of this takes place in a given space  
over time without tangible consequences,  
the more likely we are to absorb an  
unspoken message repeated in a thousand  
little ways that this is tolerable and  
acceptable. Our social inhibitions loosen 
just a little more, repeating the cycle and 
unwittingly infecting others.
 Back to the issue of speeding: This 
copycatting can have an unanticipated 
side effect in that there is a phenomenon  
called the 85th percentile, which many 
transportation engineers use as a guide 
for setting safe speeds. In DOT lingo, 
the 85th percentile is essentially “the 
speed at or below which 85 percent  
of all vehicles are observed to travel 
under free-flowing conditions past a 
monitored point.”
 The reason for the 85th percentile  
is that most drivers do not set their 

 

If you consciously decide  
to not let others negatively  
influence your actions, 
you’re also encouraging 
others to do the same. 

If you do something positive every  
time you drive, such as letting someone 
pull into the stream of traffic ahead 
of you, moving over to give a stopped 
emergency vehicle more room, slowing  
down and stopping for the yellow 
light instead of speeding up to run the 
red, giving enough following distance, 
refraining from using your smartphone 
while you’re driving (and letting others 
know you’ll refuse to talk to them while 
they’re driving), stopping for a school 
bus with flashing red lights instead 
of trying to go around it, and taking 
your time looking for and maneuver-
ing around pedestrians and bicyclists 
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winter. the off season. When we 
lament the loss of the previous season 
PRO3 champion to some other, more  
alluring national class of racecars. We wail  
and gnash our teeth and worry if this is 
the year when it all comes to a head—
the competition is gone, the thrill is lost,  
and PRO3 is relegated to some has-been  
class where slow drivers go to pasture.
 This is not that year. If the grist from 
the rumor mill is true, 2020 will prove 
to be one of the most epic contests in 
PRO3 history. So far, it is reported that 
two previous champions have sold or 
mothballed their “other” race cars in 
preparation for a return to the PRO3 
grid. Having seen the tepid growth and 
commitment of drivers in other classes, 
these former titlists want to come back 
into the fray and validate their prior 
achievements. Add to that, a certain 
young challenger has finally anticipated 
the entire schedule so that he can attend 
more than one race weekend. And let us 
not forget the snarling pack of also-rans 
nipping at the heels of 2018 and 2019 
champion Brian B, not least of whom 
is his wife, multiple trophy-catcher 
Daniele Hovington. Pile on the sheer 
volume of new engines, suspensions, off-
season training and preparation in the 
works—and you can predict that there 
will be a LOT of action this year—big 
grids, and fiercely fought battles all the 
way up and down the grid. Today, PRO3 
is the biggest, most successful, most 
competitive, most exciting road racing 
class in the Pacific Northwest. No other 
class is even close. As just one class, 
PRO3 accounts for nearly 30% of driver 
entries in the entire conference—which 
consists of 8 groups and 29 classes.
 So yes, PRO3 is looking stronger than 
ever. However, our longtime series title 
sponsor has decided to take a hiatus, 
meaning that we are actively looking to 
fill that role. If you own or work for a 
business that wants to enjoy the rewards 

The PRO3 Line Bill ‘Blue Baron’ Ecker and Jim ‘Croc Man’ Cissell

Fourth Place Daniele Hovington leads hubby/Champ Brian Bercovitz, with Coley Tipton  
giving chase. You might just recognize this as the PRO3 2020 Calendar cover shot.

Co-author Jim Cissell leads Gordon Winters and a pack through 5A at Pacific.

of affiliation with, and promotion by, the  
PNW’s premier BMW racing group, reach  
out to David Weller (dsw964@gmail.com)  
to review the opportunities. In addition 
to those collectible PRO3 calendars, 
there’s a documentary film in the works 
that will benefit sponsors even more.
 On other fronts, new IRDC President 
Coley Tipton is a PRO3 racer, succeeding  

Gama Aguilar-Gamez who led the club 
for two years (also PRO3 emeritus). 
Coley intends to bring the fun family 
atmosphere back to race weekends. Let 
us extend to you non-racing readers of 
this column, an enthusiastic invitation 
to come watch a day of racing and see 
what the excitement is all about. There 
is no cost to attend, and there are apps 
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available to allow real-time monitoring of  
the races as you watch. The schedule can 
be found at www.icscc.com/season.php. 
 Recently, the Executive Board has been  
making it easier to get a taste of racing. 
They are allowing High Performance 
Driving Event (HPDE) drivers to take to  
the track during race weekends. This was  
a big hit in 2019. More race weekends 
will also be ‘double weekends,’ to lower 
costs a bit. The License Director will be 
given more discretion in awarding race 
licenses based on prior experience and 
possession of a license from another 
organization. Another innovation is the  
new $25 License for enduros only. Finally,  
they’ll be working with Lucky Dog on 
lower cost events. 
 We’d also like to encourage everyone 
to get behind an effort to help promote 
our local racing clubs and our Northwest 
tracks. It’s a 22-minute hi-quality UHD 
documentary film, tentatively titled, 
“PRO3 E30: BMW’s Ultimate Racing  
Machine.” Help make it a reality at 
https://bit.ly/2UU4ufQ 
 After you donate, the site has easy 
links to share on Facebook, Twitter, 

Email, WhatsApp, Messenger and Text. 
That is where magic happens—it’s like 
leveraging your own contribution many 
times over. Share it with racers, race 
fans, family, friends, and relatives—via 
Instagram LinkedIn, other car and 
racing websites, and phone calls. We’ll 
be filming live at three race tracks this 
Spring: Portland (PIR) May 2-3, Pacific 
in Seattle May 16-17, and Spokane 
County Raceway June 5-7. Thanks for 
contributing and sharing.
 For a taste of the in-car excitement of  
PRO3 racing, you can visit Jim’s YouTube  
channel to get hot takes on the action. 
The two latest highlight reels: Crashes & 
Fails https://bit.ly/2SBNfOC & Season 
Highlights https://bit.ly/2uWN1bY look 
back at the season through the in-car 
action from 23 different cars. 
 Sometimes, Jim and I get a little 
stuck on E30s, because that’s what we 
race. But PRO3 Line covers just the 
third stage in BMWCCA’s performance 
driving program—with Car Control 
Clinics #1 and HPDE’s #2. For those 
who haven’t attended the CCC our 
local clubs put on, it is truly the best 
way to get the most out of “the ultimate 

driving machine,” learn about your 
car’s capabilities, get pointers on your 
own skill set, and have a lot of fun with 
fellow enthusiasts. After the clinic, you 
are encouraged to go for ride-alongs on 
the track to see the next level of driving, 
and then return to the HPDEs and take 
it up yourself. 
 Once the bite takes hold, the next 
step up is into actual competition 
driving. The ICSCC Conference holds 
several competition schools throughout 
the season as the entry point to racing. 
IRDC will hold two schools this year, 
May 15 and July 17 at Pacific Raceways 
in Kent. Similar to a BMW HPDE, you 
bring your own car and have a coach 
ride along all day. The school mixes on-
track time with classroom instruction on 
the finer points of car control, racecraft, 
and flags. Registration will be open soon 
on www.motorsportreg.com.
 If you are curious about how to get 
started, or have any other PRO3, racing 
or sponsorship questions (or offers) 
don’t hesitate to reach out. See you at 
the track!

 Bill Ecker PRO3 #137 (253) 709-7999 
Jim Cissell PRO3 #119 (206) 933-8642
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the bmw iX3, the production of 
which will commence in 2020, facilitates  
locally  emission-free driving in a novel 
and efficient form, while also being  
suitable for everyday use. A range of 
more than 273 miles will be achieved 
with a net-battery size of 74 kWh. The 
first purely electric Sports Activity  
Vehicle (SAV) is the trailblazer for 
BMW eDrive technology of the fifth 
generation, which, starting 2021, will 
also be deployed in the BMW i4 and the 
BMW iNEXT. For this purpose, both 
the drive system and the high-voltage 
battery unit featuring pioneering battery 
cell technology have been completely 
redeveloped. In the BMW iX3, the 
related advancement ensures brand-
typical driving experience combined 
with outstanding efficiency and a novel 
balance of weight and range.

vehicles with electrified drive systems. It 
is the result of consistent development 
work within the framework of BMW 
EfficientDynamics and the experience 
gained by the BMW Group in the field 
of electric mobility spanning more than 
ten years. All powertrain components 
used for BMW eDrive technology were 
developed solely by the BMW Group. 
Moreover, the electric motor and the 
high-voltage batteries are produced 
in corporately owned manufacturing 
facilities. In this way, the BMW Group 
ensures it has a decisive influence on the 
product properties and the quality of 
each component.
 Furthermore, the drive unit and the 
high-voltage battery unit are flexibly 
scalable in terms of power and energy 
content and can thus be used in various 
different vehicle concepts and segments.
 In the BMW iX3, EfficientDynamics 
reaches a new level. The vehicle’s fifth- 
generation BMW eDrive technology 
comprises a drive unit in which electric 
motor, system electronics and transmis-
sion are brought together into a central 
housing. As a result, the required instal-
lation space of the drive technology and 
its weight are considerably reduced. The 
ratio between motor output and weight 
of the drive system improves around 

30 percent compared to the previous 
generation.
 The electric motor featured in the 
BMW iX3 delivers a maximum power 
output of 286 hp. The torque of 400 Nm 
allows for high initial acceleration and 
keeps a high level even at the upper  
motor speeds because of exclusive 
BMW design measures.
 A further special feature of the elec-
tric motor being deployed in the BMW 
iX3 for the first time is a construction 
method that eliminates the need for rare 
earth materials.
 The electric motor used in the BMW 
iX3 transfers power to the rear wheels. 
This effectuates a further increase in 
drive system efficiency. Moreover, the 
range of the BMW iX3 benefits from the  
drive design conveying the traditional 
BMW rear- wheel drive experience.
 The high-voltage battery unit of the 
BMW iX3 is integral part of BMW’s 
fifth eDrive generation and is based on 
the latest evolution in NMC-811 tech-
nology in BMW typical prismatic design. 
(I have no idea what this means.—Editor)  
The BMW Group has outstanding 
development capabilities in this field. 
This know-how flows into precise 
specifications with regard to the use of 
materials and battery design, according 

The Efficient Drivetrain for the Purely Electric BMW iX3

Prototype production of future fifth- 
generation BMW Group e-drive train: 
electric motor, transmission and power 
electronics are combined in a separate, 
compact e-drive component.

 The BMW iX3 is yet a further milestone  
in the consistent realisation of the BMW 
Group’s electrification strategy. In 2020 
the BMW X3 will become the brand’s first 
model available both with conventional 
gas engines as well as plug-in hybrid and 
purely electric drive. With this “power of  
choice” offer, BMW is taking into account  
the various different requirements and 
needs of their customers worldwide as 
well as maximum effectiveness in the 
reduction of CO2 emissions. The BMW 
iX3 is produced for the world market 
by the joint venture BMW Brilliance 
Automotive in Shenyang, China.
 BMW eDrive technology is the key 
to future-oriented sustainability for 

BMW fifth generation electrification strategy ensures the implementation in the 
different vehicle architectures and drivetrains.
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to which the battery cells are produced. 
Consistent research and development 
work not only raises energy density but 
also constantly improves all battery 
cell characteristics, in particular also 
durability and safety. In total, the BMW 
high-voltage battery shows the optimum 
of what is possible nowadays.
 At the same time the BMW engi-
neers were able to reduce the share 
of cobalt contained in the battery by 
another two thirds. Compared to former 
technology used by BMW Group, the 
gravimetric energy density on cell level 
in the BMW iX3 is around 20 percent 
higher. (I think that’s good.—Editor)
 With the BMW iX3 the raw materials 
Cobalt and Lithium for the first time  
are purchased by BMW directly and 
then handed over to the producer of  
the battery cells.
 In addition, scalability and the com-
pact design of the high-voltage battery 
unit have been further optimised. The 
battery cells are grouped into modules at  
specialised BMW production locations 
and finally assembled as high-voltage 
battery packs aligned to each model. The  
high-voltage battery unit in the BMW 
iX3 is installed in an extremely flat posi-
tion in the vehicle floor. Thanks to this 

BMW had an early lead in electric cars with the i3 and i8, but then squandered 
that lead. This is the plan to get back in front.

arrangement, there is no loss of space 
for passengers and the luggage compart-
ment compared to the conventionally 
powered versions of the BMW X3.
 Thanks to the favourable efficiency 
rating of the drive components and the 

This is BMW’s very-soon line-up of electric cars. Note the i8 is gone but the i3 lives on. Expect all four to be available in the 
2021 model year.

high energy density of the high-voltage 
battery unit, the BMW iX3 achieves a 
range that is only possible for common 
electric vehicles with larger and thus 
heavier batteries.

BMW AG Press Release
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BMW M as contemporary art – in the 
wake of the further development of 
BMW Individual, BMW M GmbH will 
be presenting its latest collaboration:
a multi-tiered project with eminent in-
ternational contemporary artist FUTU-
RA 2000. In this collaboration, FUTU-
RA 2000, who is known for his mastery 
of color, concentric forms, and kinetic 
composition, will create three exclusive 
and unique versions of the BMW M2 
Competition in his unmistakable style, 
while also designing a limited-edition 
of the BMW M2 Competition which is 
scheduled for public purchase in June 
2020. One of the hand-painted BMW 
M2 by FUTURA 2000 vehicles made its 
world premiere at the second Frieze Los 
Angeles held at the Paramount Pictures 
Studios in Hollywood in February.
 “The BMW M2 Competition is 
dynamic, extroverted and, to a cer-
tain degree, pleasantly provocative. I 
consider it a great honor to be able to 
add a special touch to this vehicle,” says 
FUTURA 2000. Markus Flasch, CEO 
BMW M GmbH, adds: "We are very 
proud of having been able to gain such 
an internationally well- known artist as 
FUTURA 2000 for the collaboration on 
the three unique one-offs of the BMW 
M2 Competition. I’m already look-

BMW M2 by FUTURA 2000

ing forward very much to seeing how 
he transforms our M2 into the edition 
intended for our customers. With his 
unique, constructive and rebellious style, 
Futura is perfectly suited to a young and 
wild automobile such as the BMW M2 
Competition."
 The artist will work extensively on 
the three unique versions of the BMW 
M2 by FUTURA 2000 both on the 
exterior and in the interior. The limited-
production models will also bear his 
unique signature. The trim strips on the 
instrument panel and the center console 
of each vehicle boast a special, individu-
ally created FUTURA 2000 design. The 
bi-coloured, Dakota leather M sports 
seats in black and ivory white feature 
polar blue contrast stitching. In addi-
tion, the interior package includes an M 
Alcantara leather-clad sports steering 
wheel with a grey 12 o’clock marking 
and special door sill trims bearing the 
limited-edition number “1/500” and a 

Futura signature. From the outside, the 
BMW M2 Edition designed by FUTU-
RA 2000 is recognisable by the painted 
surfaces on the front and rear aprons 
and the side sills. Moreover, each car is 
fitted with 19-inch jet black light alloy 
wheels.
 FUTURA 2000, born Leonard 
Hilton McGurr, established himself as 
a pioneer when graffiti met the formal 
gallery ecosystem in the 1980s. He 
quickly became known for his radi-
cal approach in the street, introducing 
abstraction to an entirely letter based 
discipline, and found himself as part of 
a wider art movement that included the 
likes of Jean-Michel Basquiat, Keith 
Haring, Dondi White, and Rammellzee. 
Aside from his decades long career as 
a contemporary artist, he has achieved 
great success as a  commercial artist, be-
ing commissioned by the likes of several 
well-known brands.

BMW NA PressFutura 2000 gets to work on his M2.

The first M2 transformed by Futura 2000.
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BMW Group Plant Spartanburg in the 
US state of South Carolina has doubled 
its capacity for production of high-voltage  
batteries. The plant’s own battery facility  
now produces the new fourth-generation  
batteries. These are intended for the 
plug-in hybrid models of the new BMW 
X5 and the future BMW X3, also pro-
duced in Spartanburg. 
 “We have invested around ten million  
US dollars in a new battery assembly line  
and expanded the area to more than 

BMW Group Plant Spartanburg Doubles Battery Production Capacity
8,000 square meters. This means we 
could double the number of batteries 
produced if needed to meet market 
demand,” explains Michael Nikolaides, 
Senior Vice President Engines and  
Electrified Drivetrains, BMW Group. 
 The new assembly line will be able 
to produce different types of fourth-
generation batteries to serve the grow-
ing range of electrified vehicles locally. 
These batteries are based on a new tech-
nology concept that further enhances 
their performance. 
 More than 120 people will be em-
ployed in battery production at Plant 
Spartanburg by the end of the year, hav-
ing completed a comprehensive training 
program to acquire the technological 
know-how needed for battery production. 
 “We have produced batteries on site 
at Plant Spartanburg since 2015—making  
the BMW Group a pioneer for electro-
mobility in the US,” says Knudt Flor, 
President and CEO, BMW Manufacturing,  
Co., LLC. In the past four years, the plant’s  
battery assembly team has produced a 

total of more than 45,000 batteries. “The 
BMW X5 and BMW X3 are currently 
among the top-selling BMW models in 
the US. We expect their plug-in hybrid 
variants to be just as popular with cus-
tomers,” adds Flor. 
 Since the start of the year, the BMW 
Group has invested a further ten million  
US dollars in production of plug-in hybrid  
models. An additional 225 vehicle assembly  
workers received training in the produc-
tion of electrified vehicles, adding to the 
Plant’s already skilled staff. 
 The BMW Group currently has three 
battery facilities: at the Competence 
Centre for E-drive Production at BMW 
Group Plant Dingolfing in Germany, at 
BMW Group Plant Spartanburg in the 
US and at Plant Powertrain of its joint 
venture, BMW Brilliance Automotive 
(BBA) in China. The BMW Group also 
produces batteries for local car produc-
tion in cooperation with a partner in 
Thailand. The BMW Group’s battery 
research and pilot plant are located in 
Munich.

Workers finish the installation of the 
battery assembly.
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2020 2 Series Gran Coupe
Leaving no niche left unexplored, BMW has  
announced the 2 Series Gran Coupe, adding to their 
portfolio of four-door coupes. Production began 
in November 2019. Initial models will be the 228i 
xDrive Gran Coupe and M235i Gran Coupe. Surely, 
an M2 Gran Coupe and the Competition model will 
follow. The 228i will have 228 hp and the M235i will 
have 301 hp. Both models are 2.0-liter 4-cylinders. The  
only transmission offered is the 8-speed automatic. 
 The 2 Series Gran Coupe will pioneer the use  
of new TLAs (three-letter acronyms) with ARB, 
borrowed from the i3. ARB is a near-actuator slip 
limitation system. ARB stands for Actuator-related 
wheel slip limiter. The B standing for, well, we don’t 
know what it stands for. 

The four-door version of the 2 Series ends up a pretty 
handsome car.



 BMW CCA Puget Sound Region Celebrating 50 Years          Quarter 2, 2020  ZüNDFOLGE 21www.bmwpugetsound.com




