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June 26, Wednesday 
Board Meeting. All members welcome. 
RSVP to president@bmwpugetsound.com.

July 6, Saturday 
Return of the Club Corral at the  
SOVREN Vintage Races. 

July 12, Friday 
Track Day at Pacific Raceway, including  
both a High-Performance Driving Event  
and Car Control Clinic. See Motorsport 
Report for all the details. 

July 24, Wednesday 
Board Meeting. All members welcome. 
RSVP to president@bmwpugetsound.com.

July 28, Sunday 
Deutsche Marque Car Show,  
featuring all German cars as part of  
Renton River Days. 

August 3, Saturday 
Tour to Sun Mountain Lodge.  
See the details in this issue. 
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August 23, Friday 
Track Day at Pacific Raceway, including 
both a High-Performance Driving Event and 
Car Control Clinic. See Motorsport Report for 
all the details. 

August 28, Wednesday 
Board Meeting. All members welcome. 
RSVP to president@bmwpugetsound.com.

September 14, Saturday 
M Car Day at Griot’s Garage in Tacoma.

September 15, Sunday 
Hood Canal Tour. Great driving on the 
Olympic Peninsula. Then take a lap or two of 
The Ridge Motorsports Park in Shelton. 

September 15, Sunday 
Our annual High Performance Driving 
Event at The Ridge. No Car Control Clinic.

September 25, Wednesday 
Board Meeting. All members welcome. 
RSVP to president@bmwpugetsound.com.

October 15-19, Tuesday-Saturday 
50th Oktoberfest in Spartanburg.

For more information about any event, go to www.BMWPugetSound.com.
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ON THE COVER 
BMW recreated the 1970 Bertone  

Garmisch for Villa d’Este. The  

interior has some interesting 

aspects, including a vertically-

mounted radio.

Photo by BMW Press

President’s Column

It Is offIcIal, drIvIng season Is now In 
sIxth gear! We have had three tours, 
two track days, and two tech events by 
the time this issue of Zündfolge is in 
your hands. We are fortunate to have 
three members, Greg Smith, Ed Walker 

and Phil Sanders, who are very motivated  
to put on a great tour program for you.  
These tours do not happen spontaneously,  
but take some serious reconnaissance 
and predriving the routes for the tour  
to be successful. 
 We are but one year away from the 
Club being 50 years old in 2020. We are 
planning on a celebration of the Club’s 
anniversary next year and want to 
honor those of you who were around in 
the beginning. This will be one of many 
requests for original members to contact 
me. Also, if you have memorabilia from 
those days, please let me know. Stay 
tuned for more details. In the meantime, 
start digging around in the old boxes.
 “The best way to a great idea is to 
have a lot of ideas.” That’s from Linus 
Pauling, two-time Nobel Laurate. Why 
do I quote him; because I would like to 
have your ideas on how the Club might 

look at for the next 50 years. Maybe 
we’ll have Roundels on hovering trans-
ports. Let’s start thinking about it.
 In the near term, we need your help. 
We have an opening for an assistant 
webmaster. As you can tell, we com-
municate mostly electronically and have 
brought back the website from near 
death. This takes some work and we 
are all volunteers. If you are interested, 
contact me. There will be a notification 
of the entire job description posted to 
the website shortly. 
 Finally, I would like to thank the 
volunteers how have worked to make 
the Club as it today, a vibrant driving 
program, a very functional website, and 
a nationally recognized publication,  
the Zündfolge.
 See you on the road.

Steve Libby, President
Puget Sound Chapter BMW CCA

the summer car show held durIng 
renton rIver days will focus on the 
five German car manufacturers: BMW, 
Audi, Porsche, Mercedes and VW. We 
want a bunch of cars to come out and 
park on the field. There is a $10 charge 
to park on the field with proceeds going 
to the Renton Lions Club. Money will 
be collected at the entrance to the field. 
This is your opportunity to get the car 
clean, but not Concours clean. Come  
out and enjoy looking at all of the cars 
from Germany, especially the older cars 
as we have seen in the past. 

 Food is available at the River Days 
food court, just under the highway with 
lots of choices. 

 10:00 am   Field opens for parking
 Noon  Collection of People’s   
     Choice Award ballots
 2:00 pm  Announcement of the  
     People’s Choice and a raffle

 Watch the ATS announcement for 
details. RSVP, questions and suggestions 
can be sent to Steve Libby slibby57@
gmail.com.

Deutsch-Marque Show

Cedar River Park
1717 Maple Valley Hwy
Renton, WA. 98057

Sunday, July 28
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The BMW Sun Mountain  
Lodge Tour
the Bmw cca, Puget sound regIon chaPter, 
returns to the picturesque Sun Mountain Lodge on 
Saturday, August 3, 2019. This popular drive combines 
beautiful scenery, fun roads and a resort destination  
that challenges your desire to return home.
 We will meet at 8:00 am at Starbucks, 19813 US-2 
Suite E-1, Monroe. We will snake our way north to 
reach Highway 20, the North Cascades Highway. This 
is a stretch of road that should not be missed, offering 
scenery of mountain peaks, valleys and lakes, along with 
twists and sweeping turns as the road climbs and dips 
through the Cascade Mountains. The route will include 
stops for scenic photo opportunities, bio-breaks and gas 
for the BMWs. We eventually get to Winthrop and drive 
up the hillside to our final destination, Sun Mountain 
Lodge overlooking the Methow Valley.
 For those not familiar with Sun Mountain Lodge, you 
will probably be shocked that it even exists—a beautiful  
full-service resort on the warm side of the Cascade foot-
hills. The property is situated above the Methow Valley  
with expansive views of the surrounding forest and 
valley and includes a luxurious spa, casual bar and grill 
and a AAA Four Diamond dining room with an award 
winning 5,000-bottle wine cellar focusing on Pacific 
Northwest labels. 
 RSVP to Greg Smith at tours@bmwpugetsound.com  
to participate in the drive. There is no pre-paid cost  
to attend, but you must book your room no later than 
June 30. Please call the Sun Mountain Lodge directly 
at (509) 996-2211 and ask for the “BMW Club Group” 
rate for check-in on Saturday August 3. We were able to 
reserve three types of rooms.  Lodge Rooms are $196, 
Gardner Rooms are $208 and Robinson Guestrooms 
are $220. Don’t delay too long as rooms are limited and 
the tour is open to only 15 cars. Please let me know  
if you have any questions. Looking forward to seeing  
you on the tour. 

Greg Smith, Tour Director, 425.922.5326

August 3

https://www.sunmarkup.com
http://www.lancerichertarchitect.com


 Quarter 3, 2019 ZüNDFOLGE 5www.bmwpugetsound.com

September 15Tour to The Ridge Racetrack via Hood Canal                                   
JoIn cluB memBers on Saturday,  
September 15 for another great day 
of touring. From Federal Way, we’ll 
cross the Narrows Bridge and continue 
along scenic roads that line South Puget 
Sound and Hood Canal. Nice weather 
should provide us with views of the 
Olympic Mountains. This will be a  
relatively short tour, only about 175 
miles round trip from Seattle.
 Our destination will be the The 
Ridge Motorsports Park near Shelton. 
It is an amazing venue featuring a wide 
smooth surface and plenty of elevation 
changes. Once there, we will be allowed 
to run a couple parade laps during the 
lunch break of our BMW CCA High 
Performance Driver Education day. 

No helmets or tech inspection will be 
required for the parade laps.
 The tour will conclude with our  
parade laps at the track, but you may 
want to stay and see what our HPDEs 
are all about. Grab a loaner helmet  
and take a ride along with one of the 
instructors for some hot laps. Warning: 
you may get hooked.
 While there are no formal picnic 
facilities at the track, you should plan  
on bringing your own lunch, or proceed 
up the road to restaurants in Shelton.
Plan on meeting at 9:00 am in the 
Starbucks, 2032 S. 320th across from 
The Commons Mall, Federal Way. To 
get there, take exit 143 off of I-5, and go 
west a couple blocks. The Starbucks will 

be on your right. After a brief drivers’ 
meeting, we will depart at 9:30 sharp.
All tours are driven on public roads, 
minding local traffic laws. We focus on 
safety, but always make an effort to 
find little-known twisty roads that are 
enjoyable at any speed. While we highly 
encourage participation in our High 
Performance Driving Schools, no special 
skills or equipment are needed to par-
ticipate in a tour. 
 Email your RSVP and any questions 
to tours@bmwpugetsound.com. We do 
require that one person in your car be  
a BMW CCA member. 
 Hope to see you there!

 

No Mi Ae
we’ve got no column from Mi Ae Lipe this issue. Never fear, Diving in the Real World will be back next issue.  
Mi Ae asked for a reprieve as she is working on a big Roundel feature for Satch Carlson. The feature will be about all 
the driver aids on the new cars. If you were at Burgers & BMWs on May 26, you may have seen or talked to Mi Ae. 
She was with the X7 that BMW of North America had loaned her for evaluation. She has also been back to the  
engineering center in New Jersey to talk to the experts.

David Lightfoot
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Tires Singing in the Rain 

here In the PacIfIc northwest, 
rain is a reality. You really can’t fully 
enjoy living up here unless you accept 
the old adage that “into everyone’s life 
a little rain must fall.” It’s why there 
is a disclaimer on all BMW Puget 
Sound Car Control Clinics (CCC) and 
High Performance Driving Education 
(HPDE) events, “We conduct our events 
rain or shine.” Yet many drivers in all 
skill categories avoid driving in the rain 
and have a dim view of driving in it. 
Which, from my perspective (and the 
perspective of a number of high level 
professional driving instructors, such 
as Ross Bentley) is a shame, because, 
as I discovered, driving in the rain on 
a track is a fantastic opportunity to 
hone your skills at slower, safer speeds, 
push your car closer to limits, and try 
new approaches to things. I thank our 
own David Lightfoot for giving me this 
perspective last track season at Pacific 
Raceways when he was my instructor 
during a downpour.
 Why do so many avoid the rain? The 
primary answer is somewhat obvious. 
Rain reduces traction on the track, 
especially on “the line,” as that is where 
there is significant smoothing of the 
track due to years of friction, rubber 
deposits, and sometimes fluids, affecting 
that portion of the track negatively for 
traction when it gets wet. Most tracks 
have a “dry line” and a “wet line” for 

MOTOR SPORTS

this very reason. Water can also pool 
on the track and creates a hazard that 
must be avoided or planned for in your 
line. There is also a visibility effect from 
rain that can be viewed as reducing your 
margin to safety. Ultimately, besides the 
safety concern, rain causes speeds to 
come down which many view as “less 
fun.” But is high performance driving 
really all about speed? 
 I discovered early on that the most 
joy in HPDEs wasn’t about the speed 
on the main straight. Almost anyone can 
do that. If that is all we wanted—driving 
fast in a straight (or “close-to-straight” 
for Pacific Raceways!) line—we could 
just participate in drag racing! I find the 
most joy for me in HPDEs is executing  
corners correctly and as close to the limit  
of speed vs. grip that I can. The second 
level of that joy for me, is in consistently 
doing it. An instructor once told me  
during one of my sessions that, with 
respect to variance from “the line,” the 
difference between novices, instructors,  
and professional level drivers is that 
novices think and execute in yards, 
instructors in feet, and professionals in 
inches. So, executing that turn 9 apex at 
Pacific Raceways repeatedly at less than 
three feet from my right mirror and 
hearing the satisfying “whomp” of the 
air pressure through my right window 
each time would be a huge accomplish-
ment for me! (I couldn’t imagine only 

Driving in the Rain
the drIvIng season is in high 
gear now. We have completed 
one HPDE and CCC event at 
Pacific Raceways and there will be 
another before this gets to you. If 
you are ready to try it and did not 
participate, what are you waiting 
for? We still have three days left in 
the season: July 12, August 23, and 
September 15. 
 For those of you who have been 
reading the Motorsport Column 
for some time now, there has been 
a consistent theme; driving in the 
rain is instructional and a lot of 
fun. I know, you all want go full 
throttle around the racetrack. We 
all do. However, rain happens here 
in the Northwest and you should 
embrace it rather than dread it. We 
are fortunate to have an article by 
our own Andy Wiest who has very 
much embraced driving in the rain 
and provided this article. Enjoy.

Steve Libby
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By Andy Wiest

http://www.nweuropean.com
http://www.convertiblesonly.com
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passing it by inches. Maybe someday? 
So how do we build confidence and 
muscle memory? One way is to execute 
at slower speeds and with less grip, so 
that we can get the car closer to the limit 
so we can feel it, but at a slower pace. 
Water on the track is one of the best 
ways to do this. Think about the skid 
pad in the CCC. It enables us to push 
the car over the edge into oversteer or 
understeer well before the natural loss 
of tire grip, so we can understand what  
it feels like. The same principle applies 
on the track.
 Let’s talk about some of the advan-
tages of less traction on the track. 

Speed. 
Less traction means speeds must 
naturally come down. This makes the 
environment safer for practicing more 
challenging maneuvers. Less speed 
enables you to “train your brain” to 
think more ahead of the challenges you 
are approaching. Have you ever been 
having a quick day on a dry track and 
realized you were now thinking more 
“behind” the problem because your  
skill level was pushing you to have less 
time to think between turns? Hopefully 
this realization didn’t come after an  
off-track excursion like it has for some 
of us. In any case, this is one mental 
aspect that tends to keep us from push-
ing ourselves outside our comfort zone. 
Before we get to a state of muscle and 
brain memory that enables us to do 
things without actively thinking (how 
we typically drive around all the time), 
we have to use our active thinking to 
practice it to build the mental pathways. 

This is hard if you keep reducing the 
timelines for thinking. Bringing the 
speed down lets us build these pathways 
so that we will end up being better in 
the dry.

Grip. 
Less grip can actually be a good thing. 
How many of us are actually driving “at 
the limit?” Not many. We tend to keep 
a lot of margin on the track for many 
reasons—inexperience, trepidation, or 
not fully understanding how to sense  
the car. Think about how professional 
drivers fight to stay right at the edge of 
traction during turns. (Watch an in-car 
video of a pro driver sometime. It is 
instructive.). They listen to the tires, feel 
the G-forces, and have trained them-
selves to sense these things so they can 
push right up to, but not over, the limit. 
The wet track lets us do the same thing 
by reducing the grip almost uniformly 
(more below). The slower speeds also 
reduce the risk if you do make a mistake 
because you have more time and more 
track distance to recover. It’s a win-win. 

Experimentation. 
Less grip and traction variance across 
the track force us to changeup our  
approach to braking, turning, and  
acceleration. It’s like having a whole 
new track to drive on. Take advantage 
of it. Try new lines and new techniques. 
Almost everything can be translated 
into a dry track context.

Track Congestion. 
OK, so I am actively scuttling my  
argument a bit with this one since I am 

encouraging you to drive in the rain 
which will put more people on the track, 
but I think there are still enough drivers  
that will sit out a rainy session that this 
will likely remain valid. The truth is, 
there are always people unwilling to go 
out on the track during the rain. This 
means you have the track much more 
to yourself. The last time I was out on 
the track in the rain, only four (out of 
the ten or so in our group) went out. In 
the whole 20-minute session, I think I 
saw another driver twice. As my instruc-
tor stated, “it’s like you have the whole 
track to yourself!” If you’ve ever been 
“stuck in traffic” or had a much better 
driver “breathing down your neck” you 
know that can take some of the wind 
out of your sails for that lap, at least  
until the let-by’s occur and you can 
focus back on your own line again.

 So, driving in the rain can be chal-
lenging and rewarding. While speeds 
must come down, I would encourage 
you not to just decide to sit out your  
session if there is rain. Think of it as a 
new set of challenges to overcome to 
refresh your enthusiasm for driving.  
I know that I do.

Let me add another reason: smoothness. 
Smooth is fast and safe in high perfor-
mance driving. Driving in the rain is the 
best way to train yourself to be smooth. 
With less friction on the track surface, it 
is a real challenge to not break traction. 
Every input needs to be smooth. Practice 
in the rain! 

David Lightfoot

PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11908 - 124 Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

(Totem Lake) 425-823-1511

OMNI
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.

https://www.airimportrepairs.com
http://www.omnibrake.com
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Bmw grouP motorsPort dIrector  
Jens marquardt talks about the dif-
ferent modules of the strategy going 
forward. “Motorsport has always been 
an important pacesetter for the BMW 
Group, and a relevant testing ground 
for future development in the automo-
bile industry as a whole—and that will 
remain the case. 
 “Formula E has proved to be a 
fantastic platform for us to show our 
expertise in the area of electromobility,  
and to focus on other topics of the future.  
Our entry at the start of Season 5 was a 
resounding success, and we won at the 

The BMW Group Motorsport Reorganized for 2019
first time of asking. Our involvement in 
this series is set for the long term. For 
us, Formula E is not simply a matter of 
motorsport. It is an important platform 
for demonstrating our expertise in the 
major fields of innovation in the auto-
mobile industry. What is important to us 
is that the cost-benefit ratio in Formula 
E remains positive, even with new  
competitors joining constantly.” 
 “With the introduction of the new 
Class 1 regulation, the new turbo engine, 
a new manufacturer and important steps  
towards internationalization, the DTM  
has embarked on a promising journey. 

Now it is important to keep going.  
We believe in the series and will fully 
support the DTM in further expanding 
its international presence.” 
 “The IMSA series plays a central role 
for us in North America and is develop-
ing well. The USA is the most important 
market for BMW M cars, so it is very 
fitting to build a direct bridge to our 
production models there with the BMW 
M8 GTE.” 
 “We will not compete in WEC going 
forward. Therefore, the 24 Hours of Le 
Mans in June will be another highlight 
for us in drawing to a close —just like in 
2018, when we celebrated the successful 
world premiere of the BMW 8 Series 
Coupe there. But in light of us sharpening  
our focus as part of our strategy for the 
future, continuing our WEC involvement  
in the coming years does not fit with our  
direction. The global presence of BMW 
M Motorsport is safeguarded by customer  
racing and the DTM in Asia and Europe,  
as well as the IMSA series in North 
America, even without competing in  
a world championship. We would like  
to thank BMW Team MTEK for its 
dedication over recent years and we wish 
WEC all the best and hope that it makes 
good progress.” 
 “As part of the BMW M Motorsport  
Customer Racing Program, privateer 
drivers and teams will continue to repre-
sent the BMW brand around the world 
in the future. We will provide them with  
a wide range of support— and competitive  
vehicles of course. The BMW M4 GT4 
has proved to be a real winner since its 
debut in the 2018 season and the BMW 
M6 GT3 continues to celebrate regular 
victories all over the world. A successor 
for our successful GT3 model is already 
in the works. This means that works-
supported starts in iconic international 
GT races such as at the Nordschleife, 
at Spa-Francorchamps or in Macau will 
still be possible.” 
 “It is great to see how many touch 
points there already are between the  
BMW Motorrad Motorsport program 
and us at BMW Motorsport. We want  
to make these synergies even more 
intense under the umbrella of BMW M 

The 8 says goodbye to the World Endurance Championship.

BMW renewed its commitment to DTM.
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BMW is happy with its experience in Formula E and 
sees this as the future, along with sim racing. 

Motorsport in the coming years.  
The WorldSBK is the ideal stage for  
the BMW S 1000 RR, with which the 
BMW Motorrad WorldSBK Team  
represents the BMW colors.” 

America is the real home market for M Cars. IMSA is 
where BMW will keep showing the flag. 

 “Sim racing is an exciting future-
oriented field for us—and is now  
an officially recognized motorsport 
discipline. We have the utmost respect 
for the competitors in these virtual races 
and want to make them even stronger 

with our experience and technologies. 
To that end, we will draw up a program 
that is linked to our BMW Motorsport 
Junior Program and raises it to a  
new level.” 

BMW Press

http://www.hauryscollision.com
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only once In the hIstory of Pro3 
racIng has a Champion repeated —the 
legendary Jeff Van Lierop in 2007-8. 
But in 2019, last year’s Champ, Brian 
Bercovitz, and runner-up Cory Peters, 
are off to a roaring start. Brian won two 
of the first three races and took second 
in the third. Cory took second in two 
of the races. And 2018 third-place Matt 
Lowell took a second and fourth. Captn’ 
Lungey, aka Rob Johnston, managed 
a fourth, fifth, and sixth. And Dave 
Stenner and Daniele Hovington are 
close behind. Could this be a rematch 
of a year ago—the same front-runners 
fighting for an edge? At first glance, it 
seems to be heading that way. 

The PRO3 Line

 But the times, they may be a changin’.  
New-to-PRO3, veteran open-wheel racer,  
Coley Tipton bought Rick Edwards’ old  
car (Plain Jane aka The Great White Shark)  
and entered the fray with a second-place 
finish at Mission—then backed that 
up with a fifth place in Portland, and a 
third at Pacific. Meanwhile, 2017 PRO3 
champ, Shawn Northrup, returned from 
defending his 2018 national SE46 cham-
pionship to win a hotly contested race at  
Pacific. With the Spokane triple (May 31- 
June 2), followed by the Portland double 
chicane race (June 15-16), before the  

Le Mans break—it could be a real cluster  
at the top. So, the last four races over 
three weekends in July and August— 
Pacific, Portland, and the Ridge—are 
sure to have some serious action.
 At every level, PRO3 racing overall 
is off to a strong start. Grids have never 
been bigger nor races harder fought.  
As of this writing, with four races in  
the books—Mission (double), PIR,  
and Pacific—we’ve seen grids of 17, 21, 
and 30 cars. Check Events & Results  
at www.icscc.com/ and come on out for 
the best PRO3 season ever.
 At the thicker end of the field,  
there’s a lot of new blood—cars and 
drivers. Some bring the heat right out  
of the gate—like Coley Tipton, Zack 
Watson in his new Watson car, Sean 
Hester, and Geoff Newman. Others  
are bringing old cars out of mothballs—
Nor Coquillard in the original Watson, 
Edmundas Taras awakening Dick  
Whittemore’s car from a four-year  
slumber, Andrew Michel in Peter  
Jenkins’ old car, dormant since 2014, 
John Gillespie with Doug Rawlyk’s  
old ride, and Jim Cissell, who restored 
John Parker’s rental car (run only in 
2014), hit the wall at Mission but kept 
on going. 

Bill ‘Blue Baron’ Ecker and Jim ‘Croc Man’ Cissell

Brian, Cory, and Matt lead the biggest PRO3 grid ever in the first race at Mission.

With Chuck Hurley’s coaching, Brian 
hopes to scowl his way to the top again. 21 PRO3 cars fly through turn 4 at PIR during race #3 May 11-12.
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 And, veteran PRO3 racers are 
returning to the fold—Bart House, Tim 
O’Donnell in Bob Mearns’ old car, and 
Lance Richert—who shows up for one 
race at Pacific and beats Jim C on the 
restart! Yep, Lance has still got it.
 What’s really great—a strong field of  
rental cars allows newly licensed drivers  
a chance to give PRO3 vets a run for their  
money. Ready to give it a go? IRDC has  
one more competition licensing school 
July 19 at Pacific Raceways. This is your  
entry to the conference licensing process,  
and you don’t need a race car to attend. 
Sign up at www.motorsportreg.com/ 
events/2019-irdc-july-driver-training-
pacific-raceways-events-081215.

 All this recent activity is making Bill 
Ecker’s effort to compile the family-tree 
of PRO3 drivers and cars—a bit more 
challenging. But some of the PRO3 
titans—Wes Hill, Lance Richert, Hank 
Moore, and Charles Hurley—stopped 
by at the Pacific race to fill in the blanks. 
If you have (and own) photos of any 
PRO3 cars, and/or any history or driver 
information, forward it to Bill. We’ll 
keep you posted here.
 PRO3 drivers are supported by an 
incredible group of sponsors—including  
title sponsor BMW Northwest of Fife, 
Toyo Tires, 425 Motorsports, Griots 
Garage, and Advanced Auto Fabrication 
(AAF). Thanks to all who contributed 

money, gift cards, or product, and Sarah 
Lally-Brown and David Weller for doing 
a great job with the raffles.

Matt Lowell keeps going after charging a bit too hard through PIR turn 7.  
He finished seventh.

Matt and Coley lead 29 PRO3 cars at Pacific Raceways May 25. Top finishers: Shaun, 
Brian, Coley, and Matt.

On lap 7 at Pacific, the front-runners 
frolic on all that new pavement.

Can you pack them any tighter? The 
restart at Pacific made for tighter battles 
than ever.

Speaking of a great job, the new pave-
ment at Pacific Raceways is awesome. 
Most drivers shaved a second or more 
off their times. But, get a wheel sideways 
and the new pavement IS STICKY. Just 
ask Karl Seeger, Trout Roberts, and 
Jonathan Youngblood. Karl’s FSR was 
destroyed when gears locked going into 
5A, Trout’s Club Ford rolled at high-
speed after Turn 1, and Jonathan flipped 
Pat Boyle’s RX-7 several times at the 
same spot. But, thanks to our great 
safety teams and gear, the drivers all 
walked away with no serious injuries.

See you at the track!
Bill Ecker PRO3 #137 (253) 709-7999 
Jim Cissell PRO3 #119 (206) 933-8642

 Since the last edition of PRO3 Line,  
Jim posted three new race videos:
Mission April 20-21:  youtu.be/33qanbc_hdY
PIR May 4-5:  youtu.be/WUE-KyHq-4k
Pacific May 11-12:  youtu.be/YIEEFxeQRUY

Photos Provided by the Following
Pacific and Portland: Doug Berger at dbpics.com
Mission: Gerry Frechette at gerryfrechette.zenfolio.com. 
Thanks, guys!
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Bmw m gmBh unveIled a lImIted 
ProductIon m5 to commemorate 
three and a half decades of exhilarating 
four-door performance sedans. Based 
on the current M5 Competition, the 
most powerful and most capable M5 
ever produced, the 2020 M5 Edition 35 
Years will be limited to 350 units glob-
ally. The U.S. spec cars will be produced 
in September and October of this year 
and feature exclusive BMW Individual 
exterior and interior appointments.
 In celebration of a class of track 
capable sport sedans, created when at 
customers’ requests, BMW M GmbH  
installed the inline 6-cylinder motor 
from the mid-engine M1 into the 5 Series,  
the M5 Edition 35 Years offers a unique 
and carefully orchestrated package of 
BMW Individual equipment combined 
with the supercar performance capabili-
ties of the M5 Competition.
 The exterior of this limited production  
model is finished in BMW Individual 
Frozen Dark Grey II metallic paint 
with a special pigmentation to create 
the appearance of a silk matte surface 
finish. The 20-inch M light alloy Y-spoke 
design wheels, finished in Graphite 
Grey are exclusive to this model. The 
M compound brake system calipers are 
finished in high-gloss black, another 
visible feature unique to the M5 Edition 
35 Years. Badge deletion from the trunk 
finishes off the exterior in an elegant 
and understated way.
 In the interior, the driver and pas-
sengers are greeted with M Sport seats 
finished in BMW Individual Merino 
black full leather with contrasting beige 
stitching. The center console, door trim 

sections and instrument panel area are 
finished in a shimmering, gold anodized 
aluminum carbon structure, another 
exclusive to the M5 Edition 35 Years 
model. The BMW M5 Edition 35 Years 
includes, as standard, the following  
optional M5 packages:
 Executive Package: includes soft-close  
automatic doors, power rear sunshade & 
rear side window shades, front ventilated  
seats, Front and Rear heated seats, four-

The Edition 35 Year Package M5
zone automatic climate control, Front 
messaging seats, Parking Assistant Plus,  
Wireless charging, Enhanced USB & 
Bluetooth, Active Park Distance  
Control and Surround View with 3D 
view camera system.
 M Driver’s Package: raises electronic 
speed limiter from 155 to 189 mph and 
includes a voucher for an M Driver’s 
School at a BMW Performance Center 
in Spartanburg, SC or in Thermal, CA.

http://www.eurotechbodywerkes.com
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raIn, what raIn? Rain does not stop 
the BMW faithful here in the Northwest.  
On Sunday, May 26, we held our annual 
Burgers and BMWs at the Triple XXX 
Root Beer Drive-in in Issaquah. The day 
started out with mist, then drizzle, then 
light rain. But the BMWs started roll-
ing in and soon we had filled the upper 
lot. BMW Seattle and BMW Bellevue 
brought out brand new cars for all of us 
to drool upon: Z4, 850i, X7, i8 Roadster,  
X3M40i, M2 Competition, and a G20 
3 Series. I tried to give away the Z4 
but was met with a scowl from BMW 
Seattle representatives! Mi Ae Lipe 

Recap: Burgers and BMWs May 26
brought a new X7 courtesy of BMW NA 
to demonstrate the advanced electronic 
driver aides now available on most new 
BMWs. Watch for her article in Roundel 
describing the function of these very 
sophisticated safety systems. A member 
brought his drone and captured the 
photo you see here I counted over 314 
cars and I know there were more cars 
parked on the street and in the lots just 
east of the Triple XXX Regardless, it 
was a great success. Thank you to Greg 
Smith and Phil Sanders who organized 
the event. We also had assistance from 
Andy and Tammy Wiest who helped 

park by having on-the-job training 
to maneuver the tsunami of BMWs 
streaming into the lot. Jim Millet was 
the friendly face at the entrance taking 
the $10 that will all be donated to Life 
Enrichment Options. We do not have 
the final number yet, but it goes to a 
great cause. I would also like to thank 
the two young guys who showed up at 
about 7:30 am and wanted to park, then 
immediately put to work! 
 Finally, thank you BMW owners, 
Club members and others, who came 
out to show off your Ultimate Driving 
Machines!!
 Steve Libby, President
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https://www.bmwseattle.com
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the movIe versIon of The Art of Racing  
in the Rain, is set to be released to 
theaters August 9. Local author Garth 
Stein’s wildly popular book from 2008, 
has sold 30 million copies in a number 
of languages.  
  The movie rights were acquired by 
Universal Pictures in 2009 with Patrick  
Dempsey slated to be the lead. Eventually,  
the movie, after a lack of progress, was 
acquired by Disney, who has completed 
the project. Dempsey is a producer but 
does not appear in the film. 
 Author Stein’s novel is actually mostly  
non-fiction. The main character, Denny 
Swift, is in real life chapter member 
Kevin York. Kevin now lives in Virginia 
with his family but the events of the 
book are largely true and took place 
in Seattle. During this period, Kevin 
worked at BMW Seattle when they 
were on Capitol Hill and later at Car 
Tender, where the real-life scene of the 

The Art of Racing in the Rain—The Movie 
Seattle Police coming to Kevin’s place 
of work occurred. Kevin’s wife died 
and he had a terrible custody battle 
with his ex-in-laws. The real ending was 
less happy than the book makes it, but 
generally the story line is true with the 
exception of the preposterous ending, 
when Denny earns a spot on the Ferrari  
Formula 1 Team. Given that Kevin 
started his racing career at our chapter 
high performance driving events, you 
may think there is a chance you’ll make 
it to Formula 1. Sorry to break this to 
you, it isn’t going to happen. 
 While the fact pattern was lifted 
from real life, the construct of telling the 
story through a dog, is Stein’s invention 
and responsible for much of the book’s 
charm and popularity. Since people 
seem to think of their dogs as people 
these days, having a book about a dog 
that studies in order to become human 
in his next life, seems like a sure-fire  
way to sell books. 

  The trailer for the movie is out.  
There are many things to like. A BMW 
E9 coupe is included. There is footage 
of a beautiful vintage Ferrari, wearing 
Washington plates, on the backside of 
Pacific Raceway. The Turner Motorsports  
cars and team are featured racing BMWs.  
The story does take place in Seattle and 
the trailer includes a shot on the soon-
to-be-gone viaduct.  
  What’s not to like? Well, ProFormance  
Driving School owner Don Kitch plays 
himself in the movie. He did write the 
student handout called, “The Art of 
Racing in the Rain.” And the movie, to 
the extent you can tell from a trailer, 
seems to have completely abandoned 
the story line of the book. It appears 
to be a heart-warming tale of a special 
dog, racing and falling in love. You don’t 
remember that in the book? Me either.  

David Lightfoot 

sunshIne, sea Breeze, and Island 
tIme—We had it all on our Whidbey 
Island Driving Tour. This year we  
extended this popular tour by a few 
miles, starting out in Monroe, along the 
Skagit Valley, over Deception Pass, and 
then all the way down Whidbey Island 
for lunch in Langley. Plus two stops 
along the way at Garden Treasures 
Nursery and Fort Casey State Park.
 As we started arriving early in the 
morning, it soon became clear we had 
a diversity of cars and members—most 
every generation of 3 series, along with 
a variety of sizes and shapes of many 
BMWs built over the years. Even Peter 
Gleeson’s rare Z1 turned out. We had 
drivers and navigators of all ages, too. 
 Like all of our tours, this one offered  
a great way to do something with family,  
or a way to get to know other folks, or 
both. Members new to the area joined 
in to see some beautiful scenery for the 
first time. Even long-time residents saw 
new things. 

Whidbey Island Tour 
 I can still remember those times 
years ago when I got to take a road trip 
with my dad, just the two of us, and we 
probably drove a little “quicker” than 
if mom were with us. So it’s fun to see 
dads and sons or daughters still share 
those kinds of experiences today.
 One very close family packed every-
body up, along with all the necessary ac-
cessories—mom, dad and both kids, all 
in their M235i. Fun fact: One of the two 
backseat boys has been going on tours 
his whole life, plus about five months. 
We awarded mom a Shell gas card for 
her dedication. 
 So off we went, all 25 cars headed 
through gently winding country roads, 
far away from the interstate. Garden 
Treasures Nursery in Arlington was our 
first stop for folks to stretch their legs 
and pick up plants or organic vegetables 
for the trip home. Before too long 
we were approached Deception Pass 
Bridge to the northern tip of Whidbey 
Island. Views from high up above Puget 
Sound on a sunny morning were simply 
stunning. 

 Avoiding the traffic of Oak Harbor, 
we weaved our way around the island 
past beaches and pastures, stopping at 
Fort Casey State Park to rest for a few 
minutes and take in the views of Port 
Townsend and the San Juan Islands in 
the distance. Park Rangers let us park 
on the grass and be a bit of an attraction  
for other unsuspecting park visitors, 
while we refreshed ourselves before  
setting out again.
 Then it was on to the final leg to 
Langley for a late lunch and stroll 
through the old downtown area along 
the waterfront facing Camano Island 
and the mainland. Afterward, most folks 
reluctantly returned to the Clinton dock 
for the short ferry ride back.
 All in all, everyone seemed mostly 
relaxed, and maybe a little sunburned, 
but probably with a story or two about 
making a wrong turn here, or encoun-
tering a deer thereabouts. But mostly, 
hopefully, a sense of actual, not virtual 
experiences. Imagine that!

Ed Walker, BMW CCA Tours
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BMW i launches yet another world 
fIrst in the form of a factory-fitted, fully  
integrated inductive charging facility  
for the high-voltage battery in a plug-in  
hybrid vehicle. Production started in 
July 2018.  BMW is leading the way in the  
development of groundbreaking charging  
technology that greatly enhances the 
ease of use and everyday practicality  
of electrified vehicles.  
 BMW Wireless Charging employs  
the same inductive charging technology  
already widely used for supplying 
power to devices such as mobile phones 
and electric toothbrushes to now also 
recharge the high-voltage batteries 
in electrified vehicles. The principal 
benefit here is the unrivalled ease of use, 
as drivers no longer need to hook up 
their plug-in hybrid car using a cable in 
order to replenish its energy reserves. 
Instead, as soon as the vehicle has been 
parked in the correct position above the 
inductive Charging Station, followed by 
a simple push of the Start/Stop button, 
the charging process is initiated. Once 

anders warmIng, long-time BMW 
designer, has opened his own design 
consultancy in Munich. Warming Design 
officially opened for business May 7, 
2019. Anders was trained at Art Center 
College of Design in Switzerland and 
Pasadena. Anders was previously a 
Senior Designer at DesignWorksUSA, 
BMW’s Newbury Park, California-based 
design studio. He then moved up to  
Creative Direction at DesignWorksUSA.  
He did a short stint at Volkswagen before  

the battery is fully charged, the system 
switches off automatically.
 BMW Wireless Charging also helps 
the driver to maneuver into the correct 
parking position. Via a WiFi connection  
a communication between the charging  
station and vehicle is being established. 
An overhead view of the car and its 
surroundings then appears in the 
Control Display with colored lines that 
help guide the driver while parking. A 
graphic icon shows when the correct 
parking position for inductive charging 
has been reached. This can deviate from 
the optimum position by up to seven 
centimeters longitudinally and up to 
14 centimeters laterally.
 The GroundPad can also be installed 
outdoors, where it may be used  
regardless of the weather conditions.  
All components that conduct electricity 
are protected from rain and  
snow, and driving over the  
GroundPad will not  

Wireless Charging Introduced
damage it in any way. During charging, 
ambient electromagnetic radiation is 
limited to the vehicle undercarriage. The 
GroundPad is permanently monitored 
and will be switched off if any foreign 
matter is detected. The BMW Group 
also offers an installation service for 
BMW Wireless Charging, on request. 
The product offer starts with Germany, 
subsequently followed by the UK, the 
US, Japan and China. 

BMW NA Press

Ex-BMW Designer Opens Own Firm
returning to BMW as Leader of BMW 
Advanced Design. His next promotion 
was to Exterior Chief Designer for the 
BMW Brand. He then went to Head of 
Design for Mini for five years. Finally,  
he moved to Borgward, essentially a 
start-up, trying to revive the name of  
an old German marque. 
 Probably Anders’s best-known  
design for BMW was the first generation 
Z4, the E85. He is also credited with a  
number of concept car designs, perhaps 
most notably the GINA for BMW, 
which used a flexible fabric skin over  
an aluminum ‘skeleton.’ 
 If you’d like to learn more, visit  
www.warming-design.com where he 
has created three short films about his 
future vision.
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the thIrd generatIon 1 Series, 
codenamed F40, will make its debut 
in September of this year. The series is 
front-wheel-drive and the based engine 

The new F40 1 Series is unlikely to be sold in the U.S.

F40 1 Series to Debut in June
will be a three-cylinder. The car will be 
shown to the pubic on June 25-27 at the 
BMW Welt in Munich. Then the new 
car will be shown at the Frankfurt Auto 
Show in September.

 The new 1 Series is not expected 
to be available in the U.S. market. The 
outgoing 1 Series model has enjoyed 
success in European and Asian markets.

https://www.griotsgarage.com
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1970 BMW Garmisch Recreated
the Bmw grouP, as the main  
sponsor and organizer of the Concorso 
d’Eleganza Villa d’Este, typically brings 
some special things to the show. This 
year, the design department chose to 
unveil the recreation of the BMW  
Garmisch, a classic concept car that  
was designed by Marcello Gandini for 
Bertone and vanished after its debut at 
the Geneva Motor Show in 1970. With 
the newly created car, BMW pays respect  
to one of Italy’s most influential car  
designers and adds an exciting chapter 
to the company’s history. The original 
1970 Garmisch was based on the 2002 
TI two-door sedan.
 “Marcello Gandini to me is one of 
the grandmasters of car design and his 
cars always have been an important 
source of inspiration for my work,” says 
Adrian van Hooydonk, Senior Vice 
President of BMW Group Design,  
who has been intrigued by the BMW 
Garmisch since he first discovered a  
faded period picture of the car some 
years ago. “Building the BMW Garmisch  
for a second time gave us the opportunity  
to pay tribute to Mr. Gandini, recall one 
of his lesser-known cars and highlight 
Bertone’s stylistic influence on the  
evolution of BMW design. For me,  
that alone was reason enough to do  
this project—filling in the gaps and  
completing BMW’s history.”
 Since the early days of the brand, BMW  
has been inspired and influenced by 
Italian design and coachbuilding culture. 
From the lightweight aluminum BMW 
328 Mille Miglia created at Carrozzeria 
Touring in the late 1930s to the wedge-
shaped BMW M1 designed by Giorgetto  
Giugiaro, there has always been a vital 
exchange of concepts and ideas across 
the Alps. And just like many other Italian  
show cars of the 1960s and 1970s, the 
original BMW Garmisch was developed 
by Bertone as an independent design 
proposal intended to demonstrate the 
studio’s creativity. “The original idea 
came from Nuccio Bertone himself 
who wanted to consolidate our existing 

relationship with BMW by designing a 
surprise show car for the Geneva Motor 
Show,” remembers Marcello Gandini, 
who was in charge of Bertone’s design 
department at the time.
 “We wanted to create a modern mid-
sized coupe that was faithful to BMW’s 
design language, but that was also more 
dynamic and even a bit provocative.” 
While the side profile of the car was very  
sleek and clean, the most distinctive  
design feature of the BMW Garmisch 
was its bold, vertical and almost angular  
variation of BMW’s kidney-shaped  
radiator grill, which was flanked by square  

glass-covered headlights. Other unusual 
details included sports car-like louvres 
on the C-pillars and the honeycomb-
patterned mesh cover for the rear win-
dow—a trademark element of Marcello 
Gandini’s style.
 Although the car was created in just 
a couple of months, the design team  
did not let the opportunity pass to give 
the interior their special treatment as 
well. With its rather unusual vertical 
radio on the center console, a lavish 
fold-out mirror for the passenger and a 
flamboyant mix of colors and materials, 
the BMW Garmisch added an elegant 

Marcello Gandini, on the left, discusses the Garmisch with BMW Design Senior VP 
Adrian van Hooydonk.

The handsome concept car was based on a 2002 ti in 1970.
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as Design Director of the Bertone 
design studios in Turin, he created some 
of the most daring and revolutionary 
automobiles of the era, including wedge-
shaped concept cars like the Lancia 
Stratos Zero or the Alfa Romeo Carabo 
as well as iconic sports cars like the 
Lamborghini Miura which are sought-
after by collectors and celebrated at 
concours events worldwide. Besides the 
BMW Garmisch, Marcello Gandini and 
his team at Bertone have worked on 
the BMW Spicup showcar and the first 
generation of the BMW 5 series, which 
was created under the lead of BMW’s 
former head of design Paul Bracq.

BMW Press

reimagining the shape of the automobile.  
“At the Concorso d’Eleganza Villa 
d’Este, we should reflect on the past, but 
we should also think about where we  
are going,” says Adrian van Hooydonk. 
“Marcello Gandini’s designs have always  
been very clear and very clean, but also 
very dramatic. This is why I find his 
work so inspiring. He was always able  
to create something spectacular using 
very few design elements. This approach 
of trying to accomplish a lot with less  
is quite modern still today.”
 Born in 1938, Marcello Gandini is 
one of the most influential car designers  
of the 20th century. During his 14 years 

Piemontese twist to the rather functional  
interior design habits of the time. Accord- 
ing to Marcello Gandini, even the car’s  
name was chosen to impress: “We picked  
the name Garmisch because skiing 
was very popular in Italy at that time. 
It evoked dreams of winter sports and 
alpine elegance.”
 Being faithful to the original car, the 
new BMW Garmisch is also a stunning 
showcase of BMW’s expertise in design 
research and prototype building. As 
original documents of the BMW Garmisch  
were sparse, the interdisciplinary team 
convoked from the BMW Group Design  
and BMW Classic departments had to 
retrace every detail of the car’s exterior 
and interior from a small selection of 
period images, most of them only avail-
able in black and white.
 Marcello Gandini himself contributed  
to the research process with memories 
from the creation of the car, allowing the  
design team to refabricate key details such  
as the exterior color—a light champagne  
metallic in line with Italian fashion trends  
of the time—and the interior materials 
and trim. And while the BMW Design  
team used the latest 3D modeling 
technologies to revive and specify the 
original structures and shapes, the BMW 
Garmisch was coach-built by skilled 
craftsmen in Turin—just like the original 
car almost 50 years ago.
 “When I first heard that BMW 
wanted to recreate the BMW Garmisch, 
I was a bit surprised,” Marcello Gandini 
recalls of his first meeting with Adrian 
van Hooydonk, who visited him in Turin 
in the summer of 2018 to ask for his 
approval. “Now I am very pleased that 
I was able to be part of this project and 
happy that BMW chose to recall this 
enjoyable past. Having seen the final 
car, it is hard for me to even distinguish 
it from the original.”
 With its clean, reduced design 
language and precise use of lines and 
geometrical shapes, the BMW Garmisch 
is an archetype of the radical new style 
that was pioneered by Italian studios such  
as Bertone, Italdesign and Pininfarina 
in the late 1960s and early 1970s —and 
that is still an important reference point 
for car designers today. As an ambassador  
of avant-garde design thinking, the 
BMW Garmisch is also meant to inspire 
contemporary designers to keep on  

The rendering of the interior from 1970 shows what looks like a laptop for the  
passenger! Alas, it is a make-up mirror. See the cover.
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R 18 Custom Motocycle Series
at vIlla d’este, BMW Motorrad 
presented the Concept R 18 motorcycle. 
A new prototype boxer engine is the 
centerpiece of the R 18. The Concept 
presents the traditional BMW boxer 
elements in a modern way. Classic 
design elem ents are combined with the 
latest technology. But without loading 
the bike up with too much tech, BMW 
has tried to keep R 18 simple, authentic 
and transparent. BMW’s R 18 is actually 
the third custom built around this new 
prototype engine. 
 Previous to R 18, the Japanese motor-
cycle customizer CUSTOM WORKS  
ZON presented “the departed” last  
December. The second in this series  
was called “The Revival Birdcage.”  
US American Revival Cycles presented 
their creation in April. This slow rollout 
of custom bikes is all part of the intro-
duction of a production motorcycle 
based on this engine, due in 2020. 

Revival BirdcageThe Departed

R18

https://www.bmwbellevue.com
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https://bristowsauto.com
http://www.425motorsports.com


http://www.car-tender.com



