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June 30-July 1
Historic Races at Pacific Raceways.
See article in this Zündfolge issue.

July 26
Board Meeting, starting time is 6:45 p.m. All
members are welcome to attend. Contact the Club
President to RSVP and for meeting location.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Zündfolge design and layout by
Paulette Eickman 206.283.1423.

June 28
Board Meeting, starting time is 6:45 p.m. All
members are welcome to attend. Contact the Club
President to RSVP and for meeting location.

May 31
Board Meeting, starting time is 6:45 p.m. All
members are welcome to attend. Contact the
Club President to RSVP and for meeting location.
Charity presentations for the 2008 Banquet will
be given at this board meeting.

June 10
6th Annual E30 Picnic, at XXX Root Beer
Drive-In, Issaquah WA. Contact Lance Richert
for more information at lance@richertnet.com.

Postal Notice

June 23
Griot’s Garage Tech Session. Detailing
Tech Session at Griots Garage in Fife, WA.
Contact Lance Richert for more information
at lance@richertnet.com.

July 2
Deadline for the August 2007 Zündfolge issue, all
submissions must be received by this date. Send to
the Zündfolge Editor at lucettalightfoot@msn.com.
(Note deadline is on the first Monday, not Tuesday.)

June 5
Deadline for the July 2007 Zündfolge issue, all
submissions must be received by this date. Send to
the Zündfolge Editor at lucettalightfoot@msn.com.

Portland ACA Club
BMW ACA Portland Office
P.O. Box 3491
Portland, OR 97208
Phone: 503-287-2697

20

May 19 & 20
BMW Club at the IRDC race weekend. Club
Hospitality Tent. Pacific Raceways, Kent, WA.
Contact Lance Richert for more information at
lance@richertnet.com.

June 3
Leavenworth Tour. Club Tour to Leavenworth.
See article in this issue of Zündfolge, or check
the Club Events section of the bulletin board at
www.bmwpugetsound.com for details. Please
email RSVP’s and questions to Scott Hieronymus
at scottnlaurie2@comcast.net.

Join the BMW CCA
http://www.bmwcca.org

2

Live to Drive 16
Classified Marketplace

July 29
Concours d’Elegance at Cedar River Park,
Renton, WA. Contact Lance Richert for more
information at lance@richertnet.com.
August 7
Deadline for the September 2007 Zündfolge
issue, all submissions must be received by this
date. They may be sent to the Zündfolge Editor
at lucettalightfoot@msn.com.
August
BMW Club Wednesday Night at the Drags,
August date to be announced. Doug Mill will
be running the ’57 again. Come join the fun.
To RSVP or ask questions contact Jeff Butler
jeff@hauryscollision.com or call 206-365-1565.

Please limit phone calls to these volunteers to between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m.
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Griot’s Garage
Car Care Tech Session

June 23

10:00 a.m. till Noon
Join your fellow bmw club members at a pre-Concours car
care tech session at Griot’s Garage. This is always one of the more
popular events of the year. Please join us! For those planning
to enter their BMWs in the
judged category at the Concours d’Elegance in July, our
hosts will present special tips
and tricks to help you score
maximum points!
Griot’s Garage recently
completed construction on a
new Car Care School and R&D
garage. They also enlarged their
retail store and now carry all of
their car care products in-house.
Everything is now located at
their corporate headquarters
in Fife, a half mile west of BMW Northwest. Griot’s Garage will
provide a free Car Care product sample to all those attending
plus breakfast eats and coffee. Don’t miss this fun and informative tech session. Note: Products may be purchased from their
retail store between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. and on this day, only
those in attendance will receive 10% off any items purchased in
their store. A great way to stock up for the year!
This event is free, but for planning purposes, please RSVP
by email to me at Lance@Richertnet.com. Guests are welcome.
Lance Richert
Griot’s Garage, 3500-A 20th St East, Fife, WA 98424
800-345-5789, www.griotsgarage.com
DRIVIING DIRECTIONS

From Seattle:
• Motor south on I-5 and take the Fife/Milton exit.
• Turn left at the light and go over the freeway.
• Turn right at the next light onto 20th Street E.
• Continue west about 3/4-mile and turn left into their parking lot.
From Olympia:
• Motor north on I-5 to the 20th Street E. exit, number 136-A.
The offramp will take you right.
• At the T-Intersection, turn left on to 20th Street East. Continue east
about 1/4-mile and turn right into their parking lot.
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No, it’s not the Porsche magazine! But this month’s
cover photo features a Porsche in front of the Renaissance Ross Bridge Golf Resort and Spa. Two Club
members stayed at this beautiful stone front building
during the driving school they participated in at Barber
Motorsports Park in Alabama. Although the school
was a Porsche School their experience is something
any automotive enthusiast would enjoy. To view more
photos of this great track see the feature article and
center photos starting on page eight.
Photo by Jason Tang.
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Sixth Annual E30 Picnic (3 Series ’84-’91)

The E30 3 Series (’84-’91) was truly a
versatile BMW. In its seven year run in
the USA, the car came with five different engines, 2-door/4 door and Touring
models, rear and all wheel drive, hardtop
and convertible! BMW sold boatloads
of these cars, and hundreds of our local
Club members are still enjoying their
fine attributes.
The local NW E30 SIG along with
the BMW Club is organizing another
E30 Picnic for all E30 owners or admirers. The Picnic has evolved into the
largest gathering of E30s in the USA.
We’ll see you on Sunday, June 10 starting at 11 a.m. in Issaquah. There will
be special E30s on display, and plenty
of opportunities for all E30 owners to
share questions and stories. We are planning on 150+ E30s that day, be sure to
be part of the fun! All E30s are invited,
from garage queens to daily drivers (like
mine). Extra E30 parts cluttering the
garage? Bring the parts and sell them
if you wish.
We are happy to be back at the
historical Triple-X Drive-In located in
Issaquah, WA. The Triple-X has a great
burger menu, bring your appetite and
a few bucks and they will make you
happy. Directions will be provided in
the June Zündfolge.
Auburn Foreign Car and the BMW
Club are graciously covering some of

4

ZüNDFOLGE

May 2007

the costs for the event. We are asking
for a $7 donation to help cover the additional costs of the event. It is important
for you to RSVP to me so I can better
plan for parking and coordination with
the Triple-X. I need to know the num-

June 10

ber of people attending in your car, and
what kind of E30 you are bringing (year
and type), and your city. See you there!
Lance Richert
lance@richertnet.com
425-443-2188

June 3

Photo by Scott Hieronymus.

Leavenworth Tour

I know what you’re thinking. “I thought this was the
weekend for the Walla Walla Wine Tour?” Well, um, yeah,
it was. Some work issues prevented your tour director from
the proper amount of planning and pre-driving. Rather than
just throwing something together last minute, we’ll postpone
the wine tour, most likely until September.
In its place is a fun destination with the usual great roads,
both on the way over and the way back. Inspired by the
resemblance of the surrounding countryside to Bavarian
Germany, with its mountain wilderness and rolling meadows,
Leavenworth was remodeled as a Bavarian alpine village in
the early ’60s. Plan on an hour layover in town to explore and
load up on Bavarian chocolates.
While the general route is pretty simple, Snoqualmie,
Blewett, and Stevens Passes. I promise enough twists and side
roads to keep it interesting, with at least one short stretch that
I would guess very few of you have ever driven. We’ll find a
spot along the way for a group photo and picnic lunch.
We will meet in the parking lot of the Issaquah QFC
(1540 Gilman Blvd) at 8:00 a.m. for donuts and coffee. After
a short driver’s meeting, we will depart at 8:30. Bring a picnic
lunch! If you prefer, box lunches can be pre-ordered for
pick-up that morning at QFC by calling 425-392-4475.
One needs to either be a BMW CCA Club member to
run or if you’re a newbie you are allowed one run with the
Club prior to joining. We drive safe but focus on having fun.
For changes or updates, please see the Club Events section
of the Club Bulletin Board at www.bmwpugetsound.com.
Please RSVP and direct any questions to Scott Hieronymus
at scottnlaurie2@comcast.net.
Scott Hieronymus

BMW Club at the Pacific
Raceways IRDC
Road Race Weekend

May 19-20

The bmw club will be hosting an informal hospitality tent
at Pacific Raceways in Kent on May 19 and 20 for Race #2 of
the 13-race ICSCC championship series.
We anticipate over thirty BMWs racing in various classes
with the majority being the exciting E30 Pro-3 cars. Admission
allows access to the paddock to view the race cars up close, so
be sure to stroll the grounds. Besides BMWs, you’ll see open
wheel formula cars, V-8 ground pounders and a little of everything else in between. All told there should be 150 race cars participating. The full schedule can be seen at www.ICSCC.com.
Local BMW shop WestWerks in Redmond has signed on
to sponsor the inaugural Pro-3 Challenge and this is the first
of three races to comprise the challenge. This challenge recognizes the three drivers who earn the most points at the three
Pro-3 races run at Pacific Raceways this year. Westwerks is
awarding $300 to first place, $200 to second place and $100
to the third place finishers.
Let’s go racing!
Lance Richert

Photo by Steve Alvine.
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Pacific Northwest Historics
The 19 th A nnual Pacific Northwest
H istorics will be held June 29 through
July 1 at Pacific Raceways. The Pacific
Northwest Historics is the premier
vintage sportscar race and is the largest event of its type in the US where all
proceeds go to a charitable cause. All of
the entry fees and any other donations
go to the uncompensated care fund at
Children’s Hospital. There will be approximately 250 vintage race cars, 1969
and older, entered in the races. The featured marque this year is Camaro. The
Historic Trans-Am group will be making
an appearance again this year. Parnelli
Jones will be the guest celebrity.
The car corral provides an opportunity for local car clubs to meet and
display their cars. The BMW Club will
once again participate in the Car Corral.
Each car club is limited to twenty cars
each day. To participate, you must register and pay $25 per day in advance. This
$25 covers the car, driver and a program.

June 30 and July 1

Each additional adult passenger will be
charged $25 at the gate. Reduced price
tickets are available for children. The
BMW corral has always had a waiting
list in the past, so sign up early to secure
a place for your BMW. (Friday is a practice day for racers; no formal car corral
activities are scheduled.)
Corral cars must be parked in the
corral between 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. each
day. Corral participants are invited to
take part in a parade lap of PR during
lunch each day. We will have a tent in
the BMW corral for Club members
to visit and to answer questions about
the Club for potential members. We
are looking for volunteers to help for
an hour or so in the BMW tent; if you
are interested, please indicate this on
the registration form. To register, fill in
the registration form and send it with a
check. If you have any questions, please
contact Lucetta Lightfoot at 206-282-2641
or lucettalightfoot@msn.com.

2007 Pacific Northwest Historics—June 30 or July 1

(choose one day only)

Name
Address
City/State/Zip
Home Phone ( )

Work ( )

Email
Year/Model/Color of BMW you will be driving
Volunteer at the BMW tent? q Yes q No

q Saturday, June 30 at $25 OR q Sunday, July 1 at $25 (one day only)

$

Please make checks payable to BMW CCA Puget Sound Region.
Send registration and checks to Lucetta Lightfoot, PO Box 99391, Seattle, WA 98139.
IMPORTANT: Please include a legal size self-addressed stamped envelope.
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MOTOR SPORTS
Where are you looking?
Vision is a skill that that will not only
improve your driving technique but
could make you an observer of an accident instead of part of it! This is one
of the most important skills we teach at
our schools. By the simple act of looking
as far ahead as you can you not only see
things sooner, but it gives you a much
longer time to react to it.
Get those eyes up.
First bring your eyes up and look as far
down the road as you can. Look deep
into corners and well beyond the car
in front of you. Don’t worry too much
about what is directly in front of you,
your peripheral vision will take care
of that. At a speed of 60 mph, you will
pass something 88 feet in front of you
in 1 second! By looking much farther
ahead you have more time to react. But
there are other advantages as well. By
having the additional time to react you
can be much smoother in your response.
Smoothness equates to better balance
of the car and better balance equates to
better responses from that fine BMW
suspension system.
Look where you want to go.
Your car will follow your eyes. If you
look at something long enough, a cone
or a ditch for example, you will eventually hit that cone or go into that ditch! If
your car got into a spin you want to correct for that spin by counter-steering but
you also want to look where you want
to go. By looking where you want to go
you will better sense when to stop turning into the spin and begin turning out
of it, putting you in the direction you
want to go. Another example is when
something happens in front of your car.
Say a box of bricks gets dumped in front
of you, if you stare at those bricks you
will try to brake and will eventually slide
into them. If you look beyond them, say
at an escape path around them, you will
drive by them. Always remember your
car will follow your eyes.

What about those mirrors?
You can extend your vision by having
proper mirror adjustment. Most people
have their side mirrors adjusted so sitting comfortably in their seat they can
see the back corners of their car. This
is comforting but the back corners
of your car aren’t going to move! By
adjusting your side mirrors correctly
you can minimize your blind spot and
further extend your vision around the
back and sides of your car.
First you want to move your side
mirrors out so you no longer see the
corners of your car. To check if you have
your side mirrors set correctly have
someone walk behind your car for you.
Start them on the drivers’ side outside
of the drivers’ side mirrors’ vision. Have
them walk across the vision field in back
of your car from the drivers’ side to
the passengers’ side. As they walk you
should see them come into the drivers’ side mirrors’ view then move out
of it. As they move out of the drivers’
side mirrors’ view they should become
visible in the rear view mirror. As they
move out of view of the rear view mirror they should come into view of the
passengers’ side mirror then finally
move out.
By properly adjusting your mirrors
you should no longer see the corners of
your car, minimize the “overlap” of the
mirrors and have a much broader vision
to the rear and sides of your car.

2007 Driving Events

Calendar
BMW CCA PSR Events:
July
13

Driving School at Pacific Raceways

September
8
Driving School at Pacific Raceways
October
13
Car Control Clinic at Bremerton
Other Events open to CCA Drivers:
May
5

BMW CCBC Car Control Clinic at
Pitt Meadows, BC

7

BMW ACA School in Portland

15

PCA School in Seattle

23

ALFA School in Seattle

June
3

ALFA School in Bremerton

4

BMW CCBC School at Mission, BC

22

PCA School in Seattle

22

Tri-Club School in Portland

23-24 BMW CCA IEC Car School in Spokane
27

BSCC Lapping Day in Bremerton

30

PCA Car Control Clinic in Bremerton

July
26

ALFA School in Seattle

August
2
PCA School in Seattle
3

BMW ACA School in Portland

10

BSCC Lapping Day in Bremerton

11

PCA Car Control Clinic in Bremerton

16

ALFA School in Seattle

31

BSCC Lapping Day in Bremerton

Contacts:

Putting it all together.
The key points here are keep your eyes
up, look as far down the road as you can
and adjust those mirrors so you have
as much rear/side vision as possible.
Always remember that your car will
follow your eyes so always look where
you want to go.
Karl Seeger
Chief Driving Instructor
BMW CCA PSR
cdi@bmwpugetsound.com

BMW CCA Inland Empire
www.iebmw.org
Scott Adare: sadare@aol.com
BMW ACA, Portland
www.bmwacaportland.com
Greg Meythaler: greg.meythaler@intel.com
BMW Car Club of BC
www.bmwccbc.org
Rolf Drommer: schools@bmwccbc.org
Bremerton Sports Car Club
Dave Ely: de2mr2@msn.com
NW Alfa Club
www.nwalfaclub.com
Dave Kingstone:
dave.kingstone@baesystems.com
Porsche Club
www.pnwr.pca.org
Jana Swan: DriverEd@pnwr.org

www.bmwpugetsound.com
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Driving School
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Photo by Jason Tang.

I recently went to the
Porsche Sport Driving School
with Larry Kangley (Dinan
S3-M3) and J.S. DeBruler
(996 Turbo). We took the twoday course for advanced performance driving skills at the
Barber Motorsports Park in
Birmingham, Alabama. I’d like
to share with you my impressions of this wonderful program. While this was a school
for Porsches, everything they
teach applies to your everyday driving, no matter what
kind of car you drive.
Let me set the scene.
Barber Motorsports Park is a
track constructed and laid out
in a reclaimed open pit mine.
The track itself has smooth
asphalt paving, with concrete
curbing where appropriate,
a wide neatly-maintained
grass area between the
Armco barrier and the track,
and graveled run outs where
needed. The track features
lots of elevation and camber
changes, blind corners, and at
speed could be easily compared to a roller coaster ride.
Interestingly, where rubber
tires are used to augment the
barriers, the tires are new,
never been used, rejects, some
still with stickers attached.
Hurley Haywood, Chief
Driving Instructor and winner of countless international
racing events, including several Le Mans 24-hour races,

by Jason Tang

A giant spider, one of the many metal sculptures at Barber.

told us that this is considered
a very technical course.
We met briefly with Mr.
Barber, the founder of the
track and avid motorcycle
collector, who told us his goal
is to make the Motorsports
Park into a facility that will
be to auto and motorcycle
sports what the Augusta
National Golf Club is to golf.
I must say he is well on the
way to achieving his goal. The
property consists of 700 acres
of land with about 200 acres
devoted to the track. Besides
the track there is a large pit
garage with clean restrooms,
a large pit area, several paved
parking lots, covered stands

May 2007

for corner workers complete
with traffic warning lights, etc.
A closed-circuit TV system
monitors the whole track.
Everything you could expect
and wish for from a first-class
operation. To top it all off,
Mr. Barber has seen to it that
the property is properly landscaped with many thousands
of daffodil and tulip bulbs
(with more to come), azaleas
and other species of shrubbery. The piece de resistance
is more than a hundred metal
sculptures placed around the
track grounds, including a
giant spider and a very large
dragonfly. It was said that he

has put more than $60 million
into the facility.
Porsche has constructed
a classroom building on the
property. Here they have
a reception area, a large
classroom, gift shop and
continental breakfast bar.
This is where we started our
first day with about a onehour classroom session on
the fundamentals: driving
position, weight transfer,
braking, understeer and
oversteer, Porsche Stability
Management (PSM, or DSC
in BMW-speak), cornering
line and cornering dynamics.
Then it was out to the track.
We were divided up into
six run groups of about four
per group. Three groups
(including mine) were sent
to three large parking lots
behind the pits. One lot had
an oval loop where braking
exercises were run, another
had a wet sealed-asphalt
skid pad and the third lot
had a short autocross course
layout. We were taught the
importance of smoothness
for throttle, braking and
steering, and how all of these
disciplines were interconnected. They emphasized that
you must balance steering
input proportionally to the
amount of throttle or braking
forces applied. We were told
to never apply full braking or
full throttle unless the steering wheel is straight. This

was illustrated by imagining
a string tied from your right
foot to the bottom of the
steering wheel. You can’t turn
the wheel without lifting your
right foot from the gas or
brake pedal. Each individual
exercise stressed the importance of a particular driving
technique and its relationship
to the other driving techniques.
In the first parking lot we
drove around a wet skid pad
course shaped like a figure
eight in a car with the traction control turned off, and
with bald tires. Here it was
demonstrated that by applying too much brake or gas
one could induce unwanted
understeer or oversteer. That
was definitely an eye opener
for me! Smoothness was the
key in insuring proper acceleration and braking while
maintaining momentum
throughout the course.

In the second parking lot
we were taught the braking
techniques we would be using when we got on the track.
This included trail braking,
and maintaining a proper
line through the corner while
still carrying enough speed
to maintain momentum.
In the third parking lot,
the small autocross course
was used to emphasize the
importance of using one’s
eyes. In order to avoid
knocking over the course
marking cones you must
keep your head up and keep
looking ahead to where
you want the car to go. The
course was also used to get
students used to picking a
proper line through a series
of turns. Meanwhile, the
other groups were out driving on the track.
Then it was our group’s
turn to go drive on the track.
We drove the 320 hp Carrera

2 equipped with standard
steel brakes and not much
else. The instructors first
took each run group in a
VW van around the track to
familiarize the students with
each of the track’s 16 turns.
Then it was into the cars.
Each student had his own
car equipped with a one-way
radio for the instructor to
talk us through the various
parts of the course. In my
case I also had an instructor
ride with me to augment the
radio, because of my deafness. The group instructor
then led us around the track
at a relatively slow pace in
fourth gear, pointing out over
the radio where the brake
point, turn in, apex and track
out were for each corner.
The whole first day was spent
driving in fourth gear. Speed
was increased on each lap
up to the group’s “comfort
level.” By the end of the first

day we were all motoring at
fairly respectable speeds. The
track is an absolute delight
with super smooth asphalt
surfaces, plenty of curves,
elevation changes and onand off-camber turns.
That evening we had
dinner with the instructors
at the beautiful five-star
Renaissance Ross Bridge
Golf Resort and Spa, where
we were staying. It wasn’t a
very long evening, as we were
all exhausted from a very intense day of driving. The next
morning we woke up eagerly
anticipating the day’s events.
The second day was even
more exhilarating than the
first. We started with a brief
classroom review. We were
further coached on the concepts of trail braking, heeltoe techniques and finding

May 2007

Continued on Page 12
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Photo by Ted Kotis.

Jason Tang jumping for joy!

Barber Vintage Museum.

Larry Kangley (far left) sharing experiences with a fellow
student in the classroom.

Skidpad course.

Following the pack around the track.

High speed S-curve.

Photos by Jason Tang.

Sweeping on-camber curve.

Porsche Sport Driving School main
building.

Hurley Haywood giving a few tips.

Pit area.

A few of the 1,100 motorcycles on display.

Driving School

Continued from Page 9

wasn’t braking hard enough,
which in turn didn’t allow me
to “blip” the throttle enough
to execute the perfect downshift before entering the
curve. I was a bit heartbroken
by this, but that would soon
be forgotten once I tried it on
the racetrack.
We were told little mistakes would be magnified
as our speeds went up. They
weren’t kidding about that!
I learned that it’s absolutely crucial you place your
complete focus on smooth
transitions. Remaining calm
and composed and breathing
properly was equally important. Larry was quick to
discover that white knuckles
usually mean the steering
wheel was being held too
tightly and anxiety levels
were too high. I was surprised
how calm and composed I
was the faster I went. But
that pales in comparison to

Photo by Jason Tang.

the right line through the
different types of turns. Then
we returned to the parking
lot exercise areas where we
participated in a “competition” on the autocross course
against the other run groups.
The contest was a relay
where one student would
drive around a modified
figure-eight course for three
laps with penalties imposed
for knocking over individual
cones, stopping outside the
“stop box” and for running
to tag our relay teammate.
We could walk or shuffle
quickly in and out of our car,
but we could not run. While
our team didn’t win, we did
well enough on the course.
I ended up with the second
fastest time overall for the
day. My second lap was less
than a second off the fastest
time posted by a returning
student on one of the other
teams. Not bad for a newbie!

Learning how to heel-toe.

My reward was a t-shirt. Afterwards we did a few timed
runs on the skid pad first with
traction control off, and then
with it on. While my time did
improve, I was disappointed
and felt this was my worst
exercise. Next, we learned
how to heel and toe around an
oval course. I didn’t do very
well here either, because I
12
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some of the instructors when
they drove me around the
course, either during demonstration laps or even the
during the hot-lap sessions.
They were calm, composed
even to the point where they
could sometimes let one
hand go while explaining
what to do around a corner
or in the straight-aways. This
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is definitely in stark contrast
to me, when I tested my
“pucker factor” during some
of the more hairy moments.
After further honing
our skills on the skid pad,
autocross course, and the
braking course we returned
to the track, where I learned
about maximizing speeds
throughout the course using
the action points clearly
marked by orange cones all
around the track, thirty in all.
I learned where and how to
apply braking forces (utilizing the trail braking technique taught in the parking
lot), heel and toe technique
while downshifting (we
started using third gear to
better accelerate out of some
of the corners), rolling on
the throttle while coming out
of a curve and straightening
out the wheel proportionally.
Larry, who has attended both
the Porsche School and the
BMW M School, noted an
interesting contrast. BMW
teaches you to do all the
braking and downshifting
before corner turn in, while
Porsche teaches the use of
trail braking well into the
corner and even, in some
instances, downshifting in
the corner. Because of the
excellent instruction, everyone felt much more comfortable driving the track at
speeds that would have been
unimaginable at the start of
the first day. At the end of the
day we returned to the classroom where techniques were
reviewed, awards were given,
certificates were handed out
(nicely framed too), and we
said our goodbyes.
As an extra-added attraction we were given an all too
brief tour of the Barber Motorsports Museum, housed in
a beautiful four-story building about the size of a small
department store. It has on

As someone said,
your money is better
spent on improving
the driver instead
of the car.

display one of the worlds
largest motorcycle collections
(something like 1,100 bikes
beautifully displayed) as well
as having one of the larger
collection of Lotus cars
anywhere. It is surely an attraction to be loved by motor
heads everywhere.
This was my first time on
a track; the “track bug” has
now bitten me. I’m told there
is no cure. An occasional
track session or two might
help alleviate its symptoms,
but not for long. I’ve got to
get my “fix” soon. I came
away from this experience
grinning from ear to ear, as
did everyone else! We were
going faster, braking harder
than I thought possible and
almost defying the laws of
physics coming around those
tight corners! I was definitely
thrilled and impressed.
This was an incredible experience! I encourage anyone
interested in learning how
to improve his or her driving
skills to take a driving course.
As someone said, your
money is better spent on
improving the driver instead
of the car. BMW, Porsche
and Audi among others offer
courses, but you don’t have
to go far to field to find good
instruction. Your own local
BMW Club chapter puts
on excellent schools at the
local tracks. I certainly look
forward to taking additional
instruction to further my
driving skills.
Count me in as a true
believer in driver education!

May 2007

ZüNDFOLGE

13

Photo by Lance Richert.

BMW TechFest 2007, Tacoma, Washington

Kim Burgess and Jim Millet, Puget Sound Region Club members, share many E36
insights in their DIY presentation at the BMW CCA National TechFest. The TechFest
is a national Club event which was held this past March in Tacoma, Washington.

Roundel columnist jenny morgan
has historically whet my appetite for
an event that I previously could never
attend; Gateway Tech. The promise of
nitty gritty BMW technical savvy presenters during a multi-day event wholly
inspirited my interest every year. Unfortunately the distance was too great for a
quick jet-set weekend out East.
Imagine my delight at learning of the
planned 2007 TechFest being held on
the Left Coast. This year, with the event
taking place in Tacoma, my own figurative back yard and a three hour squirt
North of Portland, my attendance was a
no-brainer.
Three years ago marked my first and
only foray to date into the adventure
that is known as BMW CCA Oktoberfest. A week in Pasadena experiencing
all things BMW left me with many new
friends from across the country and
faces to names on both Roundel and
BMW CCA National board staff. TechFest weekend in Tacoma proved to be
no different. When I arrived Thursday
evening for the opening reception, many
previously known friendly faces were
in attendance. Sadly, Jenny Morgan was
not one of them.
The most difficult part of this whole
event turned out to be deciding which
seminars to attend. Gazing at the
schedule, mouth watering as my eyes lit
upon keywords of Steve Dinan, Mike
Miller Tech Talk, synthetic fluids, wheel
and tire technologies and performance,
14
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telematics, BMW diesel technology,
OBDII diagnostics, tips on collision and
repairs, TSA discussions by Sayther and
Nelson, and an on-site visit to Griot’s
Garage among others. Not to mention
the keynote speaker (Editor-in-Chief of
Car and Driver), the vendors, the cars
displayed in the lobby, the door prizes,
and the food.
Out of the twenty plus seminars,
eighteen held my captive interest, but
I had to whittle them down even more.
At less than an hour for each seminar,
eleven were all I could fit in over a two
day period. Too much good stuff really,
which isn’t a bad problem to have. I
was extremely thankful I made the full
multi-day commitment.
Friday morning marked the first full
day of events. The Puget Sound region,
notorious for rain and dreary weather,
was true to its nature. It poured those
two days. Conveniently Starbucks seems
to proliferate on every other street
corner like the notorious shotweed/
bittercress does in my garden, allowing
me to perk up with morning jitters.
Consulting the handy schedule so
conveniently tucked into the plastic
lanyard round my neck, I chose to catch
the provided transportation to the offsite technical session at Griot’s Garage
showcasing their cleaning products. The
provided vehicle? A stretched SUV
limo. No X5 here, just American made.
Riding in style, chatting with the informative Mike Self of BMW 2002 fame

(did you know he’s got an E30 now?),
we arrived at Griot’s where they thankfully provided delicious donuts. Sinking my teeth into a large apple fritter,
I milled around the multi-bay facility
where not quite clean enough vehicles
sat waiting their turn in the spotlight
to show off Griot’s products. With deft
precision, swirls disappeared, leather
was rejuvenated, and paint gleamed.
Catching a quick ride back to the hotel, I arrived just in time to start my first
seminar “Telematics, driver assistance
systems and in vehicle technology.” It
was like watching an episode of the
Jetsons. I was in a possible world where
stop signs broadcast their longitude,
latitude, and direction so traffic can
be forewarned when approaching via
their heads up display. Stoplights which
broadcast when they will turn red so
your vehicle can alert you to slow down
if you won’t make the light at your given

Photo by Ben Sherwood.

Club member, Jeff Butler, giving a seminar on collision repair.

speed. A wireless network could someday exist between vehicles and thereby
attempt to avoid accidents when cars
are “smart” enough to realize they
are on a collision course. Today using
highly-tuned GPS navigation, cars can
drive themselves around a track teaching a racer the best racing line and then
using a force feedback steering wheel
to provide corrections when the driver
attempts to find the line themselves. It is
intriguing stuff for all cars, not just BMWs.
Steve Dinan’s presentation provided
insight into the V10 M5 engine and how

it uses the spark plug to detect pre-ignition
using ionization detection. I believe BMW
is the first car manufacturer to utilize
this age old idea in a mass-produced
vehicle. Aren’t BMW engineers remarkable? Dinan also expounded upon their
own research into testing and making
their own products as innovative and
dependable as possible. The quality of
their products speaks for itself.
If I didn’t also mention Jeff Butler of
Haury’s Lake City Collision seminar on
BMW approved collision repair and tips
on insurance, I would be amiss. His all-

encompassing and engrossing presentation stuffed so much useful information
into his time slot that I wanted to attend
a second time. Thankfully, a multi-page
handout was provided at the end. Kudos
to Jeff for the work he put into this.
Many of the seminars had excellent
technical information where I learned
quite a bit. Others, well, not so much.
Three seminars unfortunately discussed
their products as if I was attending
a trade show. At one point during a
presentation I was learning about the
types of truck and bus tires a manufacturer made. Where was the information
on tire testing, or tread compounds
in summer versus all season tires, or
advances in snow tire technology? Another seminar boiled down to the fact
their company was the OEM supplier of
BMW’s power steering fluid, hoses and
belts. Hmmm.
As for suggestions for technical topics, I would like to see what BMW is doing on the environmental side of things.
A session on the Hydrogen 7 technology
would have been outstanding. How is
BMW tackling the problem of CO2 and
global warming? They have a responsibility like any other car manufacturer
and I’d like to see how they are being
pro-active in this arena.
But I digress.
For the last day’s cocktails and
dinner, featured speaker Csaba Csere
threaded an interesting story of his most
recent twenty-five hour race with a BMW
diesel sedan. The raffle had many interesting prizes; one of which was a Lincoln
14.4 volt cordless grease gun which I
won. Sweet, even though my E46 has
no grease fittings. I must of had the luck
of the Irish that night as I also walked
away with a two day Performance Driving School pass from BMW NA.
I had a smashing time at the event
and thought that it was a success. Besides the copious information garnered
from the seminars, taking the time to
network and getting to know my fellow
BMW enthusiasts from around the
country was an opportunity not to miss.
There are so many interesting people to
know and we all have this one thing in
common; Bimmers.
South Carolina here I come!
Ben Sherwood
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They Live Among Us
I find it irresistible sometimes to
just sit and watch car shows on Sundays,
curled up with a hot cup of coffee, and
losing myself in a world of make believe.
If I’m lucky, some of the hours of video
I have recorded will be high definition.
It was just such a morning a few
weeks ago, when I was watching the
highlights of this year’s Specialty Equipment Market Association (SEMA) show
on the Discovery channel. I was not surprised when the “best of show” winner
turned out to be a
1960 Corvette, but
the car’s BMW 535
angel-eye headlights
and Washington
state license plate
got my attention.
The SEMA best
of show winner is
a local gearhead!
Googling “Craig
Morrison,” the
name of the builder,
deluged me with
information. I say
to my self, “Self, you
must get a hold of this Craig Morrison
posthaste,” and that I did.
After contacting Craig via the Art
Morrison Enterprises website (www.artmorrison.com) about interviewing him
for my monthly column in Zündfolge,
he said he would be happy to oblige.

This SEMA win is a huge deal, pretty
much as big as they get in the recognition of Pro-Touring auto builders.
(Pro-Touring cars are older American
muscle cars that are refined to match or
better the performance, reliability and
comfort of current offerings). It’s big
because Sony features the winner’s car
in the next Playstation Gran Turismo
video game, among other things. (I wish
I had space here to go into it further:
for more information please follow the
links below.)
What I want to tell you about is the
world-class car builder that lives among
us. In their over-thirty-six-year history,
Art Morrison Enterprises has done
everything from turnkey drag racers
to building a chassis for a V8-powered
Citroen street rod. Art’s son Craig was
raised on oxygen and acetylene; he cut
his teeth on custom car chassis.

Art and Craig build and deliver custom chassis and suspension to some of
the biggest names in the business, names
like Chip Foose and Boyd Coddington.
They are building custom chassis for
companies overseas and American Hot
Rod clubs in Europe.

PATRICK MILLER

OMNI

“25 years of
precision automotive
ser vice”

BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.
11908 - 124 Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98034
(Totem Lake)
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They build front clips, rear clips,
frame kits, classic pickup frames, cross
frames, roll cages, bolt on suspensions
and the list goes on and on.
You may be asking what this has to
do with BMWs? Well let me tell you
these guys can, not only do anything for
any car, and unlike the elusive sasquatch
you hear about but never see, these guys
actually exist and they live right here
among us. Believe me if they can build
custom chassis for Citroen and Vespa
just imagine what they could do for ’70s
and ’80s BMWs?
If they can build a bolt-on chassis for
a ’55 shoe-box Chevy that will allow it to
pull a .94 g on the skid pad (better than
a Ferrari 550 or C5 Corvette) just imagine a bolt-on chassis for a ’73 CS or 2002.
Their SEMA “Best in Show” trophy
and “Best Hot Rod” award will set a
new standard for visibility among auto
enthusiasts as their vehicle will be drivable in future Gran Turismo games, but
they are also Washingtonians and did I
say they live among us?
I would like to thank Craig for the
interview as well as the grand tour of
their facility in Fife. He was extremely
hospitable and I was treated like I was
with the biggest magazine in the world.
Thanks Craig and Art for a wonderful experience. Please take the time
to look through their information
and videos on their website: http://
www.artmorrison.com/sema.cfm.
For more information on digitizing
the 1960 Corvette: http://jalopnik.com/
cars/feature/from-bucket-to-binarymorrison-corvette-scanned-into-granturismo-238136.php.
Dave Cook
Davecook@liv2drv.net
www.liv2drv.net
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2007 Concours d’Elegance
Featured Car: E36 M3!

The 27th A nnual BMW Club Concours d’Elegance this year will feature
the fantastic and limited production BMW E36 M3. E36 M3 owners, we look
forward to seeing your special BMWs at the Concours on Sunday, July 29!
BMW Seattle and Griot’s Garage will again be our gracious sponsors, thanks!
Lance Richert, Concours Chair
425-644-8009, Lance@Richertnet.com
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Safety Gear/Pro 3 Seminar Recap Banquet Benefactor Nominees
A bout twenty- five people
came to listen to Lance Richert
give an excellent lecture on the ins
and outs of choosing the proper
safety gear for the track.
Ken Hill put on a great presentation covering the aspects of local
club racing and campaigning an
E30 BMW race car. The upcoming
2007 season will have more than
twenty-two Pro 3 cars competing.
Ken Hill
Wes Hill was also in attendance to
add to the commentary and show some racing videos.
Several of the local conference racers were there showing
their cars and adding commentary to Ken’s presentation.
A good time and plenty of bench racing was had by all.
Thanks very much to Lance, Ken and Wes, and Traxx
indoor cart racing and for their help in putting this event on.
Jeff Butler, Tech Event Coordinator

Web Designer/Developer Needed
The club is looking for someone with web design and
development experience who can work with our website
coordinator to update and refresh the Club website. Time
commitment will vary monthly and probably require a bit
more in the beginning. This is a volunteer position. Experience with Dreamweaver and Photoshop a must. Please
email the following to dale@unofficialbmw.com:
1. A brief statement of your experience (resumes are
okay but we’d prefer you tell us in a less formal way).
2. The amount of time you’d be willing to commit to
every month.
3. The length of time you are willing to commit to helping the Club.

www

If you want to have input on the look and feel of the website, this is your chance! Email dale@unofficialbmw.com
by May 15, 2007.

This is the second Zündfolge issue calling for 2008 banquet
beneficiary nominees. The deadline for the 2008 banquet
benefactor nominees is May 10, 2007. Each year we select a
different charity organization as the banquet beneficiary. In
the past our board members served as the Club representative and liaison for the charity. With the proceeds from each
banquet steadily growing we require more involvement from
the organization.
Any Club member can nominate a charity. If you have
a personal connection with a specific group and would like
to see them receive the proceeds from our 2008 banquet,
please email our Banquet Coordinator, Mary Jo Stojak at
mj@unofficialbmw.com by May 10.
In order for the charity to participate in the nomination
review process, we request:
• One person in that organization to work directly with the
banquet team throughout the upcoming year. That person
should be available to participate in, and communicate
regularly during the planning process.
• Participation in auction item procurement.
• Four volunteers to help with day of event banquet set-up.
• Six volunteers to work event check-in/out.
• Confirm that all donated funds would be used locally and
provide examples of how the money could be used.
• Present at the May 31 board meeting.
Next Step: Contact Mary Jo. She will email an informational
packet to you and your group that outlines the presentation
process and details for the May 31 board meeting. The board
will make the final determination after the nominees have
presented. All Club members are invited to attend this meeting.
Mary Jo Stojak, mj@unofficialbmw.com

Oops!
P lease note that one of the 2007 banquet donors
was listed incorrectly. The correct business should have
been: Eliminate Chaos. We apologize to our readers
and to Laura Leist, owner of Eliminate Chaos, for any
confusion this may have caused.
The Banquet Committee

23 years of BMW experience
Conveniently located in the South Sound area
10 minutes from downtown Tacoma

(253) 565-3049

www.airimportrepairs.com
8016 W. 27th - University Place - WA
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2005 330i: ZHP (performance package), 23,000
miles. Silver exterior with black cloth/Alcantara
interior. Six-speed, cold weather package, Sat.
radio, all stock including 18" wheels. Always
garaged, non-smoker. $33,500. Selling due to
move. Contact Sean at 206-686-7326 or
lotustype82@yahoo.com.
2001 M5: Silverstone, black leather napa
heritage, wood trim, badge delete, all the usual
trimmings of an M5 plus M Audio. One owner,
no smoke, garaged til displaced by current
everyday vehicle. 66,500 miles. Recent buyers
inspection at Strictly BMW in preparation for
sale. Oil replaced every 4-6k miles. $31,500
firm. Contact Rich Satre at 425-576-9309 or
fly2low@verizon.net.
1995 325is: 114,000 highway miles, white on
tan leather, five-speed, sport package, sunroof,
heated seats, air, cruise, power windows, locks
and mirrors, OBC, CD. Stock except for M3 17"
wheels with AVE 1000 tires and TMS chip. All
records, garaged, no paint work ever, very nice
car. $8,487. Contact Bob at 360-531-0765.
1985 M535i: Diamond Schwartz black on
black leather, glass sunroof, five-speed, power
windows, locks and mirrors. Original and very
clean, 215,000 miles. $7,289. Contact Bob at
360-531-0765.

Parts for Sale

Quality parts from 1988 325is: For sale are
black leatherette rear seat, black hood, highfidelity Alpine rear speakers, and a few other
miscellaneous parts from my deceased E30,
BAAA130XJ8252079. Visit www.midwestroads.
com/bmw for more details and prices. Contact
Scott at scottkuznicki@midwestroads.com or
call 847-769-1098. Pick up on Mercer Island or
I’ll deliver locally. The hood is in Illinois, but
could be shipped if necessary.
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Wheels for E46 M3: Set of 19" OEM wheels (2)
19x8 fr and (2) 19x9.5. The wheels are in perfect
condition, they do not have center caps or tires.
$1,400/OBO. Contact Franco at 206-883-4247
or francopessoa@hotmail.com for additional
information or photos.
K&N Generation II FIPK for E46 M3: Cold air
intake, used for about 1000 miles, I have all the
hardware for installation. http://www.knfilters.
com/search/product.aspx?Prod=57-1003
$175/OBO. Contact Franco at francopessoa@
hotmail.com or 206-883-4247 for additional info
or photos.
Wheels/Tires: 2006 E46 M3 factory wheels and
Michelin tires with only 500 miles of use. Perfect
in every way. $2400. Also, Borla stainless steel
exhaust for E46 M3 in perfect condition. $400.
Contact Brian at bttip@comast.net or by phone
at 253-265-2339.
Harness sets: Two sets of black Sparco fivepoint harnesses—lap belts, shoulder harnesses
and sub belts. Excellent condition. New cost
$454. Asking $199. Contact John at jrm49@
comcast.net or 425-747-7087.

25+ year collection (accumulation) of
“senior” BMW projects and parts, includes
several cars (E3, E12, E23, E24, E28), engines,
trannys, diffs, wheels, and LOTS of misc. “stuff.”
Some cars were intended projects I will never
get around to, others daily drivers parked when
something newer came along (the penalty of too
much storage space, mostly inside). Nothing rare
or exotic, most probably not worth rebuilding,
but too good to scrap. However, there’s enough
here to start a vintage parts business . . . and no
salvage yard has these any more. Would prefer
to move as a package rather than piecemeal.
All located in Skagit Co. Anyone interested in
further discussion or negotiation please contact
Bruce at 360-466-2759 or bmelliot@nwlink.com.
Four perfect TRX (metric) wheels for 1983
533i. Will trade for Laphroig or better. Please
contact Marsh at 206-842-0065 or email
marshterry@hotmail.com.

May 1: June Issue
June 5: July Issue

Deadlines

BMWs for Sale

Classified Advertising Policy: Classified ads are free to current members.
Zündfolge staff reserves the right to
edit all classified ads. Ads must be
typed and emailed to Lucetta Lightfoot
at lucettalightfoot@msn.com or sent to
Zündfolge, c/o Lucetta Lightfoot, P.O.Box
99391, Seattle, WA 98139. All ads must be
submitted for EACH publication.

