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October 28
Board Meeting: starting time is 6:45 p.m.
All members are welcome to attend. Contact
the Club President to RSVP and for meeting
location.

January 4
Deadline for the February 2011
Zündfolge Issue: all submissions must be
received by this date. Send to the Zündfolge
Editor at lucettalightfoot@msn.com.

November 22
Deadline for the January 2011 Zündfolge
issue: all submissions must be received by
this date. They may be sent to the Zündfolge
Editor at lucettalightfoot@msn.com. Note:
the earlier deadline date because of the
holidays.

January TBA
Wine Tasting Event in Seattle: plans are
underway. Look for details in the next issue.

December 2
Board Meeting: starting time is 6:45 p.m.
All members are welcome to attend. Contact
the Club President to RSVP and for meeting
location.
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without authentication by or liability to
the editors or the Club. The editor
reserves the right to edit all material
submitted for publication.
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March 26
Club Rally in the Port Townsend area.
Watch future Zündfolge issues for more
information.
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• Contact Jim Millet at jimngloriamillet@comcast.net for information about display ads.
• Send all address change notices to bmwcclub@aol.com.
• The Zündfolge staff is always looking for volunteers. If you want to help contact the editor.
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February 12
Club Social Event: plans are underway
for the Club’s annual social event. This year
it will be a party in lieu of the banquet. The
location will be at Griot’s Garage. Look for
details in the January 2011 issue. Please
contact Mike Ellis for this event at
mlellis337@comcast.net.
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2010 Reflections and Thanks
Many thanks to all the contributors of
many great articles.
Lance Richert is a very busy man
planning many varied events for the
Club. Once again the E30 Picnic was
well attended with 202 E30s on display.
Another successful M-Car Day with
attendance greater than last year’s.
Lance spearheaded an effort to have
a hospitality tent at the Portland
NASCAR K&N Pro Series 125 race
where our very own PRO3 racers were
a support race.
Michelle Miller coordinated a great
Concours again! And let’s not forget the
various tech sessions that were held this
past year thanks to Jeff Butler.
Thank you to all our advertisers. A
special thanks to our Concours sponsor,
BMW Seattle, our Banquet sponsor,
BMW of Bellevue, and without a doubt
our most prolific sponsor Griot’s Garage
where our Club holds many of it’s events.
Next time you attend an event thank
the event organizer and his/her helpers.
Without volunteers there would be no
BMW CCA Puget Sound Region!

Save the Date.
It’s Party Time!
In

C lub’s annual
this year a party is
planned with catered hors
d’oeuvres, a no-host bar, music
and without question BMWs will
be on display. The evening will be
a fun opportunity to reconnect
with BMW friends, meet new
BMW friends, and share your
passion for BMWs.
Additional details will be
published in the January 2011
Zündfolge, and will also be
posted on the Club Website and
Facebook. The Club contact for
this event is Mike Ellis. Email
him at mlellis337@comcast.net.
Again save-the-date, Saturday
evening February 12, 2011 from
6 to 10 p.m. at Griot’s Garage
located at 3333 South 38th Street,
Tacoma, WA.
lieu of the

banquet

Mike Ellis, President
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A nother fantastic year of events
made possible by the many volunteers
and advertisers who support our Club’s
activities.
The year started with the annual banquet (and charity auction), many thanks
to deAnna Martin and her committee.
Our Tourmeister Scott Hieronymus
provided many miles and smiles with
his tours this past year. Scott has more
tours planned for next year. Dane and
deAnna Martin planned and executed
a well received Walla Walla wine tour.
Rick Gulstrom, Karl Seeger and
Jeff Butler made sure our Car Control
Clinics and High-Performance Driving
Events were safe and enjoyable.
BMW CCA requires that each
Chapter publish a newsletter at least
once a quarter. The Zündfolge is more
than a newsletter it is a very nice and
well put together magazine. Many
thanks to Lucetta Lightfoot and her
staff of volunteers. Without advertising
there would not be a magazine style
newsletter, so thanks to Jim Millet
for bringing onboard our advertisers.

ON THE COVER
This month’s cover features the winning BMW
Rahal Letterman M3. In only its second season
of competition, the BMW Rahal Letterman Racing
Team won the American Le Mans Series GT
Manufacturer and Team Championships in the
closing moments of the 13th annual Petit Le
Mans, after a season of hard-fought competition.
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Volunteers Needed!

2020 Vision

Webmaster
The position of Club webmaster is still open at this
writing. While not really a part of the 2020 Vision
Project, this position is very important to the Club’s
future. In fact, there is probably more potential in
this area for increased member benefit than in any
other area.
We would like to reinvent our website and integrate
it with other communication via emerging media. We
need someone with vision and some technical expertise. You don’t have to do all the work. In fact, we’d like
you to lead a team to take the Club’s website and other
electronic media into the next decade.

A s part of the C lub’s 2020 Vision P roject, we have
hired two University of Washington MBA students to do
some research and make recommendations regarding
the future of the Club. As part of the first phase, these
two young men will be doing some outreach to existing
members to ask some questions. They will be trying to
determine what is important to Club members, what
they (you!) might like to see in the future, why you
joined originally and why you remain a member, etc.
If you get a call or email, please help us out and
answer their questions. Be assured that all information
they gather will be kept confidential.
David Lightfoot
d.lightfoot@comcast.net

Banquet Coordinator
This position is still open and would be a great board
position for anyone who enjoys parties and social
events. This coming year the annual event will be in
February (usually it is in January, when very little is
happening in the Club) and will be a bit different then
the last few banquets—it will be a cocktail-type event.
A committee is working on it and would welcome
others to join in.

bmwdiesels@googlemail.com

425-318-2428

Mike Ellis

mlellis337@comcast.net

253-222-6948

David Lightfoot

d.lightfoot@comcast.net

206-660-6190

Steve Questad

snjq7@hotmail.com

206-380-7276

M

W

Rob Barnett

B

If you are interested in either of these positions, please
contact one or more of the nominating committee,
listed below.
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The Blue Roads
I’ve

written about some favorite

roads in past articles .

These roads—
the blue roads—have been in Eastern
Washington and Northeastern Oregon.
But there are many roads in the Puget
Sound region I enjoy.
When I was a very little boy my dad
took me to see my grandfather on his
farm in Kentucky. I clearly remember
my grandfather telling my dad, who
was looking at a map before we headed
back to Detroit, take the orange road.
The orange road is the one you want.
I remember my dad saying, okay, the
orange road … I see it.
I didn’t know what that orange road
was, but it got us home. But I do know
about the blue roads as was reintroduced
recently by BMW in its BMW Unscripted
YouTube video. In that video, a Murray
Fowler of Costa Mesa, California
describes the relationship he has with
his E9 2800 Cs BlueMax1 (with over
415,000 miles on the clock)—a really,
really good friend as he calls it—and
driving it on the blue roads.
The blue roads—the roads less
traveled, two-lane country roads, not
following the state highways or the
interstates—from their color on older
maps. Maps? You know, made of paper,
and they fold open? You used to get
them at gas stations, auto clubs, book
stores? Real men don’t need to use
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The blue roads—the roads
less traveled, two-lane country roads, not following the
state highways or the interstates—from their color on
older maps.
them? No batteries or satellite needed?
Hard to read when you are driving?
Remember those?
There are a lot of paved blue roads
marked with twisty-curves-ahead signs
with arrowheads when you get to the
curvy sections. Some real nice roads are
pretty straight and calm, winding gently
through flood plains and bottom land.
I hope to lead a tour of some of these
blue roads in the future. So here are
some routes I enjoy:
Snoqualimie River Valley Roads
First, the blue roads of the Snoqualimie
River Valley. The area east of Redmond
and north of I-90 at Preston is full of
wonderful routes. Some roads are flat
and pretty straight, others are twisty,
hilly and full of fun. Mix things up for a
real fun and scenic day. You can spend
several weekends out here driving
around and not drive the same route
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twice. I know I have. This area is rich in
winding and wonderful two-lane blacktop with views of farms, valleys, rivers
and mountains. The entire east side of
King County used to be like this and not
that long ago. Put a stop at Remlinger
Farms in the middle or end of your day
and you have a great family stay-cation.
These roads are ideal for any BMW.
From a 2002 or an F10, an X6M or an
E30 or a new Z4 these roads beg to be
driven. Have a BMW motorcycle? All
the more fun. Have some Japanese car?
Leave it home. Pull back the convertible
top or open the sunroof (or, is it a
moonroof?) and feel wind, smell the air
and soak in the sunshine. These roads
are made for BMWs.
Get off I-90 at the Front Street exit
in Issaquah and turn left (north). Turn
right at Issaquah-Fall City road, the first
light north of I-90. This road runs up a
long steep grade (Sunset Hill?) and is
pretty boring and heavily traveled for
the first few miles. You’ll dump a lot of
gas going up this hill. Watch closely as
the name road turns right where the
main line turns into Duthie Lake Road.
Your landmark is Endeavor Elementary
School on the right. Right after that,
there is a large rock painted white with
a large orange traffic cone on top. No
doubt a marker set up by the mountain
bike set, as a new mountain bike park

is nearby. Yes, turn right at the cone!
Once off onto Issaquah-Fall City Road,
you are transported back in time before
Issaquah became synonymous with
suburban sprawl and parking lot and
gridlock. Drive down a twisty, lightly
traveled forested lane of adventure.
There is a new mountain bike park on
the right so be careful as you will probably encounter bicycles on this stretch.
This road is barrels of fun—on this road
you’ll have many chances to explore the
handling capabilities of your car, your
tires and your skills. You have taken a
Club Car Control Clinic, haven’t you?
You’ll appreciate how useful those
new skills are on this road. After the
road emerges from the woods, right in
front of you is a wonderful valley view
of farms and fields that reminds me of
New England or Southern Michigan.
Issaquah-Fall City Road eventually exits
the woods and turns to the right. But
40th Street heads straight into this idyllic setting. Whether you choose to stay
on Issaquah-Fall City Road, more fun

curves and twisties through the woods
await you, or enjoy the calming setting
of small farms and horses on acreage on
40th Street, you can’t make a bad choice.
Both routes take you into the west side
of Fall City. Drive at posted speeds past
modest homes on clean streets. Both
roads take you to streets in Fall City
that run north to SR 202, Redmond-Fall
City Road. Turn right onto SR 202 and
you can go into Fall City and partake of
the many eateries, lounge by the river
with a cuppa from one of the coffee
shops, or turn left for more driving.
We’ll come back to Fall City later in the
trip. Turn left onto SR 202 and about
a half-mile down turn right at 324th
Avenue SE. Lined with blackberry
bushes, this country lane turns left
and right several times past neat farm
houses, barns and fields of flowers and
other cash crops. This is a drive slow
road—too pleasant to rush. Then turn
north, on West Snoqualmie River Road.
Drive past Tall Chief Golf Course. There
is a house built on stilts and an adjacent

house also elevated to protect against
the nearby Snoqualmie River. The river
floods every few years with sometimes
disastrous results. But that is why the
soil in this valley is so rich—the river
brings down soil from the mountains
and deposits the soil in the valley. Drive
through an active family farm operation,
the Jubilee Farm. Watch for pedestrians, dogs, and farm equipment! Here
you can take the kids to pick their own
pumpkin in the fall. The route takes you
through Carnation Marsh, a county park
that is a project of the Seattle Audubon
Society. It appears you are hundreds of
miles from the city as all the dead trees
and other plants give the landscape an
other-worlds look. Then past Carnation
Country Club, and finally ending at Tolt
Hill Road.
Turn right at Tolt Hill Road. Again,
be careful of cyclists, as this road is very
popular with bikes. Both kinds. Cross
over the Snoqualmie River and at the
stop sign, go straight to Remlinger Farms.
Remlinger Farms is a large multifaceted destination for an afternoon
date or outing with the kids. Activities
depend on the time of year. Pumpkinpicking in the fall, berry picking in the
spring and summer, a country market,
restaurant, all kinds of neat country
things to spend your time and money
on. Bring your camera, too.
From here, you can head south on
SR 203 Carnation-Fall City Road and
head back to Fall City. At Fall City, you
can have lunch at the Fall City Road
House or at Small Frye’s burger stand.
Or you can continue to head south on
SR 203 (Preston-Fall City Road) at the
roundabout and continue on to Preston
and I-90. Small Frye’s is just after the
roundabout on the way to Preston and
on the right. This section of SR 203 is
moderately traveled but a very pleasant
road that follows the Raging River
which is visible in many places. You
could elect to follow SR 202 at the
roundabout in Fall City and continue on
to the town of Snoqualmie and for the
stop at Snoqualmie Falls and then on to
North Bend. The Snoqualmie Rail
Continued on Page 8
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The Blue Roads

Continued from Page 7

Road Museum will be on your right
as you drive through town. Rusty
narrow gauge rolling stock that was
once used to move logs from the
Cascades to mills in the lowlands is on
display with an interpretive trail and
museum. Hundreds of pieces of rolling
stock largely unpreserved are here from
locomotives and tenders to passenger
cars. More fodder for the camera. Get
out that short zoom lens and do some
optical extraction of the rusty forms and
colors versus the angles and signs and
rolling stock parts to make interesting
photographs.
Once outside of Snoqualmie drive
along flat fields with MAGNIFICENT
views of Mount Si. Ahhhhh, Mount
Sigh! The granite monolith abruptly
rises out of the valley floor similar to
the Teton Range in Jackson Hole. What
a MAGNIFICENT view! I wish the
county would put a turnout on the road
here for people to safely pull out and
take pictures. On a moderately clear
day, its a wonderful view. Did I mention
the view was MAGNIFICENT? Did I
mention to bring your camera?

Did I mention the view was
MAGNIFICENT?
Another Snoqualmie Valley route
starts in Redmond. Drive east on Redmond Way and follow it to NE Ames
Lake Road, which is on the left. Put the
steptronic in sport mode and the fun
begins. UPHILL you go, negotiating the
twists and turns. But be careful—this
road has several tract subdivsions, and it
is very popular with motorcyclists, and
bicycles. Both types of bikes. So keep
the speeds legal and safe, please.
This lovely stretch of asphalt ends at
Snoqualmie Valley Road and heads north
into Snohomish County and Maltby but
stay to the right at the wye and onto
Ames Lake-Carnation Farm Road. This
turns into Carnation Farm road, which
runs through the former Carnation Dairy
Farm. You know, Carnation Condensed
Milk? From Contented Cows? This was
their home. With this idyllic setting you
can see why they were so contented!

Carnation was founded in Kent,
Washington in 1899 by Elbridge Amos
Stuart. Stuart (also famous for downtown Seattle’s University Tract Development) established a large dairy
operation and experimental breeding
farm out here in 1910. Long before
I-90 or even BMW. The old man was so
smitten with one of his contented, highly
productive and record-setting bovines
he put up a statue to her which is still
standing at the farm entrance today.
Segis Pietertje Prospect, as she was
known, produced 37,381 pounds of milk
during 1920. After the farm was closed
when Nestle took over the company, the
farm was made into a summer camp.
Camp Korey at Carnation Farm, as the
farm is now known, is part of the Hole
in the Wall Camp organization founded
by Paul Newman. They put on programs
for kids with special needs during the
summers. You have probably heard
Public Service Ads for them on the
radio from time to time.
Wouldn’t it be cool if the Club could
organize a ride for those kids during a
camp session? You know—take them
in convertibles around the Snoqualmie
Valley?
If you wish or you miss Ames Lake
Road, you could continue on SR 202
to Tolt Hill Road, another fun twisty
piece of blacktop. But it goes past W
Snoqualmie River Road which is on the
right, so you can choose to turn here
and go south to Fall City, or go on to
Remlinger Farms. Like I said there are
many routes in this area, and you really
can’t make a bad choice.
At the intersection of Tolt Hill Rd
and SR 203 you can turn left and continue into the town of Carnation, named
after the farm. It wasn’t always called
Carnation, its original name was Tolt
after the Indian Tribe who lived here.
You can stop in any little restaurant
or coffee shop in Carnation or head
north to Duvall. Or go on to Remlinger
Farms which is just south of town at Tolt
Hill Road for refreshment. Or, do any
other route you want.
In another installment, we will head
north of Carnation and explore the roads
around Duvall and Maltby. Remember,
bring your camera.
Karl Agee
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Photo by Steve Larimer.

Monterey Car Week Trip

Every year in the second week
of August, thousands of car people
visit the Monterey Peninsula on the
California Coast to see some of the
most interesting, rare, and exotic cars at
various events including auctions, races,
vendor displays, show and shines, and
formally-judged invitation-only (for
the cars) events. The week concludes
with the famed Pebble Beach Concours
d’ Elegance on the 18th fairway of the
Pebble Beach Golf Club.
This year three local Club members;
Trevor Cobb, Kristian Jaeger, and Steve
Larimer decided to drive down the coast
in Trevor’s E60 M5 to visit Monterey.
We took the coast route from southwest Washington on US 101 all along
the Oregon coast and into California.
We continued to follow the coast route
from the northern-most part of California Highway 1 near Leggett to San
Francisco. Time required us to take the
shortest route the rest of the way to our
hotel in Carmel, where we arrived two
and one-half days after leaving Seattle.
The next day, most of the cars
that would be shown at Pebble Beach
on Sunday participated in the Tour
d’ Elegance. These very rare cars were

driven on a planned route in the area
and stopped for lunch on Ocean Avenue
in Carmel for all to see. After about two
hours, the cars were driven off to finish
the tour. Even after they left, there were
plenty of exotic, classic, and rare cars to
see on the streets of Carmel that day,
and every day of the car week. A red
Ferrari was as common a sight as pickup
trucks in any small town.
Friday was the Concorso Italiano,
which featured over 1,000 cars at the
Laguna Seca Golf Ranch. Many thousands of people were roaming around
exotic, bright colored cars. One of our
friends remarked that it was like a really
big version of our local Saturday morning Exotics at Redmond Town Center.
Friday was also the day for the Quail
Motorsport Gathering and the nearby
BMW West Summer Concours. The
BMW event was about as large as our
local annual Concours event in Renton.
There were several nicely restored prewar cars including a Dixi. That night we
got into a Gooding Company auction
preview cocktail party. More nice cars,
this time for sale.
Saturday some of the merchants
on Ocean Avenue put red carpets out

welcoming exotic cars to park in front
their shops in Carmel. At Pebble Beach
there were contemporary Bugattis,
Rolls Royces, Mercedes and other new
cars available for test drive. There was
also a display by Mercedes of a number
of classic Mercedes cars including a
1902 model that had been driven from
Kirkland, Washington to Pebble Beach
completely under its own power! It was
among a group of twenty classic cars
that made the drive taking about ten
days to accomplish the trip.
Sunday was the big day. The Pebble
Beach Concours. These are the most
striking cars to see. Many are custom
built classics, meticulously restored, and
ready to be judged by teams of very
knowledgeable judges on the lawn next
to the Pacific Ocean. The best of show
winner was a white 1933 Delage.
It was a great trip with lots of beautiful cars and great places. If you are
planning to go next year, make your
hotel reservations now, or better yet
sooner! Hotels fill up quickly and prices
of rooms go up too, for the rooms that
are available then.
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Photos by Steve Larimer.

The PRO3 Line
And So Ends Another Race Season in
ICSCC and PRO3
Believe it or not, this season has
absolutely raced by, if you’ll forgive the
pun. We started early, back in March
with a six-hour endurance race at
Pacific Raceways, then proceeded to
slog through fourteen championship
points races (many of the PRO3 racers
attending the majority of the races and
running two different run groups), plus
a NASCAR support race in July at
Portland, and then, the final event (yet
to be held as of this writing) our seasonending twelve-hour endurance race at
Portland. This was the largest number
of points-earning races in recent ICSCC
history, due in part to the opening of the
Northwest’s newest race track in Grass
Valley, Oregon.

As is tradition in Conference, the
inaugural race at any new track is billed
as a “Double Points Race.” That is, anyone participating in that race will earn
twice the points as a typical Conference
race weekend. That race occurred back
in May and was the third event of our
season. That race and the double points
associated with it may very well have
had an impact on how the championship was determined. Oh sure, we could
easily go back and subtract half of
those points earned at the event, but
that only covers one aspect of that race.
For example, had it not been a doublepoints event, which one of the top ten
PRO3 drivers would have chosen to
skip that race? That is just one question
of the myriad questions that make up
any competitor’s long list of “coulda,
woulda, shoulda” events from the past

season. I believe that is as much a part
of racing as is the checkered flag.

… this PRO3 season was just
as competitive, if not more so,
than previous seasons within
the top ten finishers.
Administration of points aside, this
PRO3 season was just as competitive,
if not more so, than previous seasons
within the top ten finishers. Hard-fought
battles were had throughout the grid
and throughout the season with some
new faces making appearances as well
as some new cars on the grid. We had
cars change hands and change numbers;
we had novices try their hands at the

PSR Club Members to Receive Free 2011 PRO3 Calendar
L ook in your mailboxes early December
for a free BMW PRO3 calendar, compliments of the Puget Sound BMW Club and
the PRO3 drivers. Enjoy twelve colorful
months of BMW PRO3 cars racing at
tracks all around the Pacific Northwest.
Additional support has been provided
by Bimmerworld, Haury’s Lake City
Collision, and WestWerks Automotive.
This high quality calendar features
PRO3 images shot through the lens of
local photographers and designed by
Club member Matt Ferbache. For those
that own the 2010 calendar, this one is ten
times better! Partial proceeds from the
calendar will benefit local pet adoption
agency Homeward Pet in Woodinville.
Additional calendars are available for
sale for $12 each. Contact Lance Richert
for details at Lance@Richertnet.com.

12
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wheel of rented cars as well as sporting
their own rides. On average, PRO3
entries were up over last season by
about 15% and those drivers that chose
to run this season were not disappointed
with the competition in the grid. Once
again, everyone had someone to race
with. Overall, I’d say this was a great
year for PRO3!
So, about that points championship…
I will start with the top ten through sixth
place finishers: Jason Vein (10th), Dave
Karraker (9th), Charles Hurley (8th),
Michael Olsen (I was 7th!), and Brandy
Willie taking the #6 spot. Notice from
previous years that this list is made up
with names that are relatively new to
PRO3 (excepting your writer here, who
chose to lay low this season). We have
some real talent showing up in our grids
and I am thrilled to see these guys move
from mid-pack to the top ten. Nice work!
The top five trophy earners worked
very hard to achieve their standings in
the points. Make no mistake, to earn
a top-five finish in this group is no
easy task. And throughout the season,
these final five spots were pretty much
anyone’s guess as to who would finish
where once the dust settled.

Dan Gavrila buckled down and focused
on corralling his car’s full potential,
matched with quick hands on the wheel
and grabbed the second place finish with
229 qualifying points. Wait a minute.
How is this possible, a points tie? Caelin
and Dan G both earned 229 qualifying
points this season. Under Conference
rules, in the event of a tie, the deciding
factor will be the number of first place
finishes. In this case, Dan locked it in
with a total of five first-place finishes.

David Beagle, Club-renowned E30 historian and over-achiever of E30 ownership took the fifth place spot with 177
qualifying points.

It is always a bit depressing to write
the season-ender column for me. It
marks the end of another great year of
racing in the northwest and marks the
start of the off-season where all the cars
get faster, the passes of 2010 were all
made clean and close, and the driver
talent is always unquestionable.

Dan Rogers, who once again earned the
honors of traveling the greatest number
of miles to attend nearly all the races
(all but one!), drove the wheels off the
Tic Tac car to achieve forth place with
200 points.
Caelin Gabriel, our 2009 PRO3 champion showed us all that, no, it was not
a fluke and his driving skills propelled
him to the front of each race he entered.
Caelin earned the third podium position
with 229 qualifying points.

And of course, the top ten is nothing
without our top driver. Jeff Van Lierop
is your three-time winning PRO3 champ!
Big congrats to Jeff and another welldriven season within PRO3. We don’t
know what the future holds for Jeff, but
we do know that the E46 M3 racecar
he was driving at Pacific Raceways in
September was no rumor! We will all be
curious to see which green and white car
he chooses to show up in next season.
(Disclaimer: as of this writing, the
qualifying points contained herein are
“unofficial” but deemed reliable, and are
subject to final approval of the ICSCC
Race Steward.)

Michael Olsen is a BMW CCA
Club member and drives the
Spirit Halloween Superstores PRO3 car
#130 in local ICSCC competition racing
rickshaw_racing@yahoo.com
www.pro3-racing.com
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23 years of BMW experience
Conveniently located in the South Sound area
10 minutes from downtown Tacoma

(253) 565-3049

www.airimportrepairs.com
8016 W. 27th - University Place - WA
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Photos by Marty Hovenkotter.

Oregon Raceway Park and the Sunriver Festival of Cars

O n F riday September 17 we headed
to Grass Valley Oregon to figure out just
what exactly was Oregon Raceway Park
(ORP). The official entry to Sunriver
Festival of Cars included an option for
multiple parade laps of the ORP facility.
The we was myself and my buddy Gregg
Hill who I had convinced to attend the
Sunriver Festival of Cars and show his
AMG SLK Mercedes … for those of
you not up to date on your MB models
the SLK AMG model is the swoopy car
chosen to be the lead pace car in most
of the F1 events. It is a modified version
of the street car which includes a supercharged hand built engine, modified
suspension and larger brakes. In fact as
it turned out every one of our parade
laps was led by an identical MB AMG
SLK at the track.
We awaited the convoy of exotics
and such at the Oregon side of the Biggs
Bridge on the Columbia River on Highway 97 still twenty-seven miles north of
ORP. It was appropriate that the first
exotic to show was the blue BMW M
Coupe of Lucetta Lightfoot. Her articles
about the Sunriver Festival had gotten
me interested in going to see all of these
Oregon exotics in their Central Oregon
location. The Biggs stop is critical
because it is the nearest place to obtain
premium fuel since Grass Valley has
diesel for tractors and only regular fuel,
no race car appropriate fuel. Shortly after
Lucetta a forty-car string of Ferraris,

Porsches, Audis, Lotus, and even a
Gullwing MB arrived. In this truck stop
location with RVs and trucks the cars
were an unusual sight.
After a quick jaunt south we were
pleased to discover the road from Hwy
97 to the racetrack was newly paved
with only a short section of the track
entry road left as gravel. The Raceway
is located on a windy ridgetop and is
a surprisingly good looking though
Spartan facility. All facilities are of the
mobile office, porta can, or tuff shed
variety but the star attraction is the 2.32
miles of pavement all of which is fourteen feet wide with highly visible fog
lines … it loops, it dives, it off cambers,
it will decrease your radius then launch
you from the next hilltop. I am a fan of
the three racecar wide door scraping
cornering style used by my favorite PRO3
drivers but I think the track will not be
using the three car wide cornering style
anytime soon.
Not at all surprising to me was the
comment that the current lap record
holder was the driver of a 250cc racing
kart. This track is in my opinion clearly
laid out for karts, Ricky racer types on
their super fast Hayabusa motorcycles,
and some ultra quick handling car with
incredibly good acceleration. Given that
there is no part of the track which is
flat or straight I see little time for gauge
checking, or shifting. This is not a track
where the centerpiece straightaway

can be used for a dragstrip like SRP in
Spokane or Pacific Raceways in Kent/
Auburn. The MB SLK AMG utilized its
supercharger for the quick acceleration
and also used the fast shifting 5-speed
auto for the super short straights but no
one will be able to relax and watch the
tach wind into its upper limits.
On to Sunriver … the exotics
continued south on Hwy 97 to Bend
with a classic stop in the old west remnant called Shaniko where a cowgirl
sat in her poker type chair leaned up
against the minimart wall and told me
how they had no sunscreen left since
summer was over and so she was just
enjoying watching the Ferraris go by.
The show was held the next day,
Saturday, on the Golf Course driving
range. There was an estimated 120 cars
in total on the lawn with the diverse
collection including many Porsches
(from old Speedster types to newer
GT3s), Audis with a brand new R8
roadster attracting the most attention,
the Mercedes examples ranged from a
fine running Gull Wing coupe and my
buddy’s AMG SLK to brand new SLs,
the bimmers were represented by an
older 2002 with Lucetta’s M coupe, a
3.0cs, several other M-Cars and two nice
Z8s. The Italians had a nice collection of
newer Ferraris of both 8 and 12 cylinder
varieties with a small contingent of
American muscle consisting of two
Vipers and a brand new supercharged
Corvette and a turbocharged waste gate
banging Nova.
Saturday evening was the event
dinner hosted by Carrera Motors. The
traditional Sunday Dash started in
Sumner at Caldera Springs and ended
with a delicious grand finale lunch at
Brasada Ranch.
It was a wonderful weekend in
Sunriver with all of Central Oregon’s
high desert natural beauty and automotive splendor on display amid an everchanging weather backdrop of swift
clouds, thick mist and empty highways.
I am headed back to the races at ORP
as soon as possible as the collection
of Columbia River Gorge windmills
standing over those decreasing radius
and off camber turns are something
I have to see in action.
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edited by Greg Mierz
Cars and driving have been a major
interest in my life. It has been my primary
hobby for so many years. I started working on cars in high school many years
ago at a mechanic hobby shop similar
to what is available on most military
bases. I couldn’t leave anything stock:
everything from the Chevy V8 engine
I swapped into my 1954 Chevy Bel-Air
hardtop to my well modified 2002Ti
was fair game. Along the way I picked
up a lot of mechanical tricks and skills
by working on my own vehicles. I take
great pride in doing most of the work
myself. I learned a lot of BMW stuff
in the early years from long time Club
member Dan Patzer. Dan was the original Club mechanic way back when, and
helped a lot of people through the years.
After working thirty years in the
medical field as an imaging technologist,
I lost my job last year. At my age it was
very hard to overcome the age bias in
the market place. I had to look at what
else I was able to do to earn money. I
started to work on cars as an occupation
rather than as a hobby. Self-employment
is a tough game in today’s economy. It
does have some advantages as I don’t
have to answer to a boss (other than
Linda, my wife). I found that there are
many mechanical jobs on the newer
BMWs that are beyond the capacity of
even an advanced DIY mechanic. The
computerization makes the diagnosis
a matter of plugging into the correct
test machine. Parts replacement, such
as brakes, cooling system and suspension, is a rather straightforward task. I
enjoy working on E36 or older vehicles
and have the knowledge to do the work.
I’ve had a few 2002 owners who really
liked the knowledge I’ve gained over
the years. The work I’ve done on several
PRO3 cars and builds have added to
my E30 knowledge. I have found an
amazing amount of information about
solutions to any given BMW problem
with a proper Google search.
I’ve dealt with a few strange situations over the months I’ve been doing
this. A recently purchased E30 325 with
a clunk in the driveline crossed my path.
I got it up in the air and took a look.
Someone had replaced the guibo
16
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(driveshaft flex coupling) but didn’t
bolt it to the transmission flange. It was
attached properly to the driveshaft but
the bolts weren’t through the flange.
The transmission flange would rotate
the distance between the boltholes in
the driveshaft and then move the car.
I was amazed that he could even drive
the car. Fortunately the flange wasn’t
damaged, so I removed it and put the
guibo on correctly. It he had failed to fix
it, I’m sure the flange would have been
destroyed in time.
Another car with leaking transmission seals came in for new seals. It had
the worst looking guibo I’ve ever seen.
It was shredded and in pieces but still
worked without too much vibration. The
owner said it was much smoother afterwards. I’ve seen E30 control arms with
ball joints that were so bad, the wheel
moved an inch.
I helped an owner replace a head
gasket on a 2002 325it that was recently
purchased. The engine had overheated
and the head gasket was toast, along
with two boltholes in the aluminum
block. The prior owner had just replaced
the water pump and put stop leak sealer
into the system to try and fix it. I repaired
the block’s head-bolt holes with TimeSerts, a thread repair bushing similar
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to a Heli-Coil but stronger. The new
owner’s experience shows that cooling
system maintenance at the recommended 60,000 miles is cheap compared to
the problems one overheating episode
can cause. The water pump, radiator and
thermostat checkup is so much easier
than replacing a head gasket.
BMW places maintenance items
and parts that will need replacement
in accessible places. For example, try
replacing the fuel filter on a Toyota
Tacoma pickup: its hidden under the
intake manifold and can only be
accessed through the wheel well with
long extensions and universal joints.
I will say the engineer that created
the water hoses on an E30 318is (M42
motor) under the intake manifold
should have to replace them on the car.
One thing that I can offer is the
ability to teach or assist an owner in
learning to do the repair or maintenance
on their vehicles. Much as Dan Patzer
assisted Club members years ago, I can
do now. It’s a nice niche to teach someone to do it himself or herself. I suppose
many of my older columns were teaching aids of sorts, now it’s just a bit more
hands on. If you think I might be able
to help you, drop me an email at
GMTechnic@comcast.net.

Do it, just do it!
I’m writing this in late September and
early October, and the weather is akin
to something straight from a Norman
Rockwell painting. You’re reading this
in early winter and the weather most
likely resembles something you’d see
on a post card from the Amazon during
monsoon season, but its all relative, right?
No, it’s not all relative. This time of
year is my favorite. It’s cool and crisp,
change is in the air and there is a feeling
of anticipation for what winter has in
store. Granted, spring is also cool and
crisp, but where I live, the wind blows
like God himself is trying to blow out the
billions of candles on his birthday cake.

So this is my favorite time of year for
a drive. Not just any drive, it’s a scenic
thrill romp through four of our fifty
great states. This drive starts in Washington, cuts through the heart and soul of
central Oregon, drifts across the top of
northern California and pokes its head
into Nevada.
This drive is the very reason my
license plate is LIV2DRV. It introduced
me to the absolute delight and enlightenment of what it means to separate
basic transportation from the actual
transporting of the automobile spirit
world. This is my vehicular nirvana.
I am speaking of my semi-annual
to annual trip to Reno, Nevada. In this
scenario the reward is more about the
journey than the destination. Don’t get
me wrong; I like Reno, I do, but the
drive there and back is worth the price
of admission.
If you have never driven there, I
highly recommend the expedition. It
is truly an expedition because there
are so many different paths to get there
and back. Depending on the time you
have you can choose from gorgeous
mountains, High Sierra deserts, winding
roads, twisty corners, long straights,
quaint little cities, sleepy little towns,
dusty little hovels or all of the above.
Couple this with Black Barqhita
(my trusty E38 mare), my wife of
twenty-five years and my best friend
of thirty years and you have yourself
one hell of a good time.

I’ve had my E38 740iL for going on
eight years and we have made this voyage many times. We have split the trip
in half by staying in little towns along
the way, and we have also done it in an
all-out shakedown cruise from door to
door. I have found it doesn’t really matter how you go about it, because the 740
just begs that you do it, just do it.
The 740 has made this passage many
times and has never given us a moment
of trouble: not a hitch, not a snag. Now
I realize that this has to do with many
factors, some of which are good maintenance, good timing and clean living.
Okay, I might have gotten a little greedy
there but you get my point.
As you read this, my 740 is sleeping
in the garage, nestled quietly under her
blanket for the winter. She has been
accustomed to this for these many years:
warm, clean, calm and battery tendered.
I am sure she is having sweet dreams
of vehicular nirvana and the many trips
we have enjoyed together all the while
anticipating our next adventure. Will it
be Southern California again, will it be
Las Vegas again, Sacramento again, San
Francisco again, perhaps Salt Lake City,
or maybe Lake Tahoe? It doesn’t really
matter because come spring when the
740 wakes up from her long winter nap
she will again be begging, let’s do it,
just do it.
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Dave Cook
davecook@liv2drv.net
www.liv2drv.net
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PATRICK MILLER

OMNI

“25 years of
precision automotive
ser vice”

BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.
11908 - 124 Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98034
(Totem Lake)
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425-823-1511

BMWs For Sale

1996 Z3 Roadster: Silver/Black leather. Like
new condition and loaded, only 111,000
careful miles. Very snappy and great fuel
economy with the 1.9 liter motor. May accept
E36 four door as partial trade. $7,450 obo.
Contact Starke at 206-230-0203 or email to
starke@nwinsctr-mi.com.

Parts For Sale

E34 M5 Wheels: Four ATEV wheels for E34
M5. May also fit E28 or E39. Check fitment
Two are 10x17 rears and two are 8 1/2x17
fronts. Perfect condition. No rash. Have been
saving hoping to own another E34. They look
awesome and much better than the throwing
stars. Complete with bolts and lock wrench.
$600. Contact Robert at 925-989-0722 or
a64me@yahoo.com.

E90 330i Exhaust: OEM exhaust from a
2006 BMW 330i cat back—never saw snow,
is rust free and is in excellent condition.
Complete with chrome tips. I replaced it with
Dinan exhaust at 39,000 miles. Contact Marc
at mail@kramermail.net.

Springs: Eibach Pro Kit Springs for E46
Sedan/Coupe non M. $200 OBO. Contact
Justin Wilson at camcojustin@reachone.com
or 253-279-7957.
BMW 6 Series Wind Deflector: Fits 645i,
650i and M6 convertibles. Excellent condition with travel case. BMW retail is $553
selling for $380. Call Bill at 206-842-2832 or
williammadigan@comcast.net (located on
Bainbridge Island).

BMW Performance Shift Knob: Fits
128i and 135i six-speed. New, Unused.
Came with Short Shift Kit. Aluminum and
black Alcantara knob with black Alcantara
boot. $105. Contact David at 206-387-2156
or dmahan@drizzle.com.
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Club Logo Merchandise: You can find the
BMW CCA Puget Sound Region logo
embroidered on a variety of items at
www.bmwpugetsound.webstore.us.com.

Rims: Four stock five spoke 18 inch BMW
X5 rims, new condition. Perfect to mount the
snow tires. $400. Call Robert at 925-989-0722
or email me at a64me@yahoo.com.
E36 M3 Front Brake Calipers: I am the
original owner of the car and removed at
app. 17,000 miles to install a BBK. $150
obo. Call Greg at 206-619-9530 or email
greg@cmswa.com.
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November 22: January 2011 Issue
January 4: February 2011 Issue
Classified Advertising Policy:

Deadlines

2008 M3 Coupe: VIN#WBSWD93598PY41630
Original owner, 3,600 miles, no damage, no
paint, no track, no smoke, no mods of any
kind. Sticker $72,400. Factory warranty until
7/2012. Jerez black metallic/black Novillo
leather, carbon roof, DCT, cold weather pkg,
premium pkg with carbon leather, technology
pkg, 19" wheels, PDC (rear), iPod and USB
adapter, HD radio, Sirius radio, enhanced
premium sound. More info, pictures, sticker
copy available. $52,500. Contact Dave Wilder
at 360-299-0516 or davidwilder3@gmail.com.

Classified ads are free to current members. Zündfolge staff reserves the right
to edit all classified ads. All ads must
be typed and emailed to the Editor,
Lucetta Lightfoot at lucettalightfoot@
msn.com or mailed to Zündfolge, c/o
Lucetta Lightfoot, P.O.Box 99391, Seattle,
WA 98139. All ads must be submitted
for EACH publication.
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