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End of the Year Lunch at Triple X   •   Happy Holidays!   •   LeMay Marymount Tour in January

End of Year Club Lunch  
at the Triple XXX Root Beer Drive In!

On Saturday January 25, 2014, the 
Club will tour the “Guinness Book of 
World Records” LeMay Family Collec-
tion; recorded as the “Largest Antique 
and Vintage Vehicle Collection” with 
more than 1,900 vehicles. The LeMay 
Family Collection is located in Parkland, 

Tour the LeMay Family Collection January 25

JOin fellOw Club memberS for an  
informal lunch at the auto friendly 
Triple XXX Drive-In just off I-90 
in Issaquah. The restaurant is full of 
auto memorabilia. We’ll gather in 
their “back room” to eat. Eat healthy 
the day before, so you can indulge in 
one of their many burger offerings! 
We’ll have some raffle prizes, includ-
ing some $50 Chevron Gas Cards to 
give away! A great way to close out  
the year. Note: They don’t take credit 
cards. Cash or personal checks only!
 If you have questions, please  
contact Event Chair Rick Gulstrom 
via email at rick@gmsarch.com.

98 NE Gilman Blvd, Issaquah
www.triplexrootbeer.com
425-392-1266

stead houses approximately 300 vehicles 
and is a short drive from Marymount. 
Carpooling is encouraged for the drive 
from Marymount to the Homestead.
 Each tour takes approximately two 
hours. We will break for lunch between 
tours. Bring your own lunch or dine at 
any of the fast food restaurants along 
Pacific Avenue. The cost is $10 for the 
Marymount tour or $25 for the com-
bination tour of Marymount and the 
Family Homestead. RSVP to Mike Ellis 
at mlellis337@comcast.net.

LeMay Family Collection at Marymount 
325 152nd St E, Tacoma, WA 98445 
www.lemaymarymount.org

Friday, December 27 – 11:45-ish

ON THE COVER:  
What’s in a name? That which  
we call a rose, by any other name 
would smell as sweet. The 3 Series 
coupe becomes the 4 Series.  

Photo by BMW AG.

WA. We will meet at the Marymount 
Event Center at 10 am. The Marymount 
facility houses approximately 500 vehicles.
 The Club has a unique opportunity  
to visit the LeMay Family Homestead  
as well, which is only open once a year 
to the general public. The Family Home-
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MOTOR SPORTS

to hold driving events at Pacific for two 
main reasons. One, the large paddock 
is the venue for the Car Control Clinic 
and two, we like the track!
 The Ridge is a wonderful new track. 
In warm weather, the new asphalt 
makes your car’s tires stick like glue. 
The track is perfect for teaching and has 
many types of corners that we have not 
seen in the Northwest; off camber, blind 
corners, and a Laguna Seca-type cork-
screw just before the straight-away. We 
will continue to hold at least one event 
at The Ridge. Due to the configuration 
of the paddock, we are unable to hold  
a CCC at The Ridge. 

by the time yOu read thiS artiCle, 
our track season will be finished for 2013.  
We had three schools at Pacific Raceways  
in Kent, and one at The Ridge Motor-
sports Park in Shelton. The improve-
ments to Pacific Raceways required 
some of us old-timers to recalibrate the 
line. Earlier in the spring, there were 
some significant pavement problems 
coming up into turns 7 and right before 
9. These have been addressed for the 
most part. The patches in the track 
require drivers to learn a slightly altered 
line and adjust accordingly. An important  
aspect of performance driving is to be 
adaptive, adjust to new conditions, and 
to reprogram old habits. We will continue  

Rain Happens
I would like to address the issue of  
rain and the racetrack. We live in the 
Pacific Northwest where it rains, some-
times a lot and sometimes only part of 
the day. This year, we had two events at 
Pacific Raceways where rain happened. 
The April event did provide ample 
opportunity to use the rudders on the 
cars. The September 5 event had rain 
in the morning, but by noon, it was dry 
and cool. In fact, by lunch the rain had 
stopped, the track was dry, and we had 
an additional five-hours of drive time! 
We had some cancellations the week 
of the event and I hope it was not due 
to the rain projections. I would like 
to address why driving in the rain is 
important.

1. Driving in the rain is a learning  
experience. Many of us commute  
to work on one of the three major 
highways in the Puget Sound area.  
I tell my HPDE students “Everyday  
is a track day if you are driving on  
the highways.” This does not mean 
to be driving nine-tenths, but to keep 
your eyes up, don’t follow the car  
in front of you too closely, be aware, 
look for an escape path, and be  
relaxed. Driving on the racetrack 
in the rain forces you to be more 
cognizant of car placement by notic-
ing where the water is pooling on 
the track. It also forces you to make 
gentle, precise throttle, brake, and 
steering inputs so as not to unsettle 
the car. 

Hey Motorheads, we had a great year on the track!

A PRO3 car in the rain at The Ridge. Look closely at the “bow wake” in front of 
the front tire. 
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2. Driving in the rain is fun! Yes, I wrote 
fun for a reason. One of the several 
issues that drivers will need to be  
accustomed to at an HDPE event  
is the feeling of the car moving  
underneath them. For those advanced 
drivers, we call this managing oversteer,  
throttle steering, and lift-induced 
oversteer to gain rotation of the car. 
Of course, these are not techniques 
you would use on the street. In the 
rain, car movement occurs more  
frequently on the racetrack, but this  
is exactly the place where you want  
to experience it and learn to master  
it. This does mean that speeds need  
to come down, braking zones need  
to be moved back, and steering inputs 
need to be precise and gentle. 

3. Driving in the rain makes you a 
smooth driver! The ultimate compli-
ment for a driver is to be referred to 

as “smooth.” One of the most com-
mon comments of instructors to new 
students (even advanced) is to be 
smooth. What does this really mean? 
It means that when driving, you are 
looking up and down the track, calcu-
lating your brake, turn in points, and 
exit targets before they happen. On 
a dry track, these occur quicker due 
to increased speed. However, in the 
rain and on a wet track, you can hone 
these skills at a lower speed and with 
perhaps more challenging traction 
conditions. With smoothness comes 
speed, something that many of us have 
heard over the years. Use wet track 
conditions to practice being smooth. 

4. It rarely rains all day! What more  
can I say? It rarely rains all day. With 
rain, comes lower temperature that 
translates into increased horsepower. 
The track dries off and soon the 
speeds increase. 

 So, the next time you have signed up 
for a track day and the weather forecast 
is for rain, embrace the opportunity to 
learn something new. It will not rain all 
day, the track will dry out, and you can 
go fast later in the day. 
 We are currently formulating the 
2014 track schedule and will have three 
events at Pacific Raceways and one at  
The Ridge. Depending on pricing for 
track rental, it may be possible to add  
an additional day at Pacific Raceways. 
Stay tuned!

Rick Gulstrom
Driving Events Coordinator

rick@gmsarch.com

Steve Libby
Vice President and Instructor

slibby57@gmail.com



6 ZüNDFOLGE November/December 2013

Mountain Twisties Tour Recap—2013 Edition 
and fall colors starting to show on the 
many maple trees along the route.
 Forest Road 25 has taken a beating 
over the past few winters and continues 
to be a challenge. But the bumps and 
cracks only served to test our reaction 
times. Taking the final leg of Forest Road  
99 up to Windy Ridge, we enjoyed much 
smoother pavement, and mile after mile 
of second and third gear corners. And 
like no place else I’ve ever seen, the  
lush forest slowly gave way to blast  
zone starkness as we approached the 
fractured volcano.
 At Windy Ridge overlook, a cheerful 
Forest Service ranger explained the big 
blowup while we enjoyed picnic lunches 
and glanced a little nervously over our 
shoulders at Mt. Adams. A great desti-
nation for sure, but it was just the icing 
on the cake for the fabulous trip up the 
mountain. A walk around the parking 
lot showed the diversity of our BMWs, 

fOrty beautiful CarS and sixty Club 
members gathered on a sunny early 
September morning. Destination: Windy 
Ridge observatory at Mt. St. Helens.  
But it was all about the twisty journey!
 Following our trusted Tour Coordi-
nator, Scott Hieronymus, we left the 
Issaquah QFC at 7:30 sharp. Starting 
out on I-90 and Highway 18, our cars 
were able to warm up and stretch their 
legs a little, all within acceptable limits. 
We descended upon Maple Valley and 
Enumclaw en masse, without frightening 
locals or livestock.
 Then the real fun began. Motoring 
past Mt. Rainier and through Packwood, 
we regrouped at the Randle Texaco. 
After we freshened up and topped off 
tanks, only the twisty forest service 
roads separated us from our Windy 
Ridge destination.
 It turned out to be a perfect morning 
for a drive, with fog hanging in the valleys

from garage queens to everyday drivers. 
A great little car show!
 As an aside, this type of Club event 
is why I’ve been a member for ten-plus 
years. The tour is a great “app” for my 
car control and track school experience. 
So even though there’s no prerequisite  
for the tour, I felt more confident push-
ing myself a little around turns, knowing  
where my car’s limits were. We had loads  
of fun, but no drama. I highly recom-
mend putting a Club driving instructor 
butt in your passenger seat for a day at 
one of our HPDE schools. You’ll enjoy 
tours even more, and appreciate what 
Ultimate Driving Machine really means.
 That’s my experience at this year’s 
Mountain Twisties Tour. Thanks again, 
Scott, for organizing it. I’m looking  
forward to next year!

Ed Walker
BMW CCA 

Puget Sound Chapter Member
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M Car Day 2013
we had a great turnOut of 205 M Cars for our Seventh 
Annual M Car Day. Held at Griot’s Garage in Tacoma, the 
event was picture postcard perfect weather. M Car Day has 
been a great way to close out the summer car show season. 
After lunch was served for approximately 250 in attendance 
we were able to get everyone inside the Car Care Center for  
a bevy of raffle prizes!
 Special thanks to Griot’s Garage, Broad Stroke Associates 
and Haury’s Lake City Collision for co-hosting the event and 
making it a very special day for M Car owners. South Lake 
European and 425 Motorsports also provided donations to 
the afternoon raffle.
 M Car Day 2014… can we hit 250 M Cars?

Lance Richert and Nicolas Hostein, 
Co-Chairs, M Car Day
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Water, water everywhere …

it SeemS tO me that it was only a couple 
of weeks ago that I was lamenting about 
the middle of the race season being here 
and that before we know it, the end of 
the 2013 season would be upon us. Fast 
forward to Sunday, September 29 and 
lo and behold, the final race of the 2013 
ICSCC Championship Season was here!
 Under wet conditions, a record 42 
PRO3 cars entered the final race event, 
The Car Tender Challenge, which was 
hosted by IRDC at The Ridge Motor-
sports Park. Special thanks goes to John 
McDermott and Car Tender in Seattle 
(www.car-tender.com) for helping to 
sponsor and promote this event. 
 Of course, to call the conditions 
“wet” really doesn’t quite convey just 
how nasty the weather was during the 
weekend’s qualification sessions, the 
sprint races, and one-hour mini endur-
ance race. One racer described the 
weather event as “biblical.” A couple 
of crew members were spotted wearing 
marine survival suits (seriously) and yet 
others began referring to the event as 
more of a regatta than a sports car race. 
Reports had the amount of rain falling 
in 24 hours at four inches in the Shelton 

The PRO3 Line
 It’s often said that “rain is the great 
equalizer” in racing, meaning that high  
horsepower numbers are virtually  
meaningless and car setup takes a 
backseat to better driving talent. A 
severe lack of traction under the tires 
began impacting the weekend before 
it even started with two cars collecting 
each other on the Friday test and tune. 
Saturday didn’t bring the same carnage, 
but that’s not to say there weren’t a 
number of off-track excursions that led 
to mechanical issues and shaken drivers. 
The list of drivers who did not spin is 
very, very short. That being said, all day 
Saturday and at least during Group 1 
Sunday, there were no full-course yellow 
conditions requiring the pace car to 
come out and regain control of the grid. 
That is some good, heads-up racing!
 Sunday’s conditions were not much 
better than Saturday’s; excepting the 
morning qualifying was nearly dry… for 
a short period. Given the angry cloud 
state looming over the track, everyone 
stayed on rain tires (full tread Toyo 
RA1) but the track actually showed a 
dry line towards the end of the session. 
As Club racers, we typically run our rain 
tires for a full season or more, getting 
every last 1/32 of an inch out of them. 

area. That’s a whole lot of water falling 
onto the racing surface and creating 
sketchy, changing track conditions 
throughout the day. For most sessions, 
the rain would come in waves of heavy 
rainfall then back off. So even during 
the course of one 20-minute session, 
racers were faced with standing water 
one lap, then none the next, and then 
maybe a flowing river the next lap! It 
quickly became apparent who would 
be the leaders that weekend: whoever 
made the fewest mistakes.
 Why bother with all this craziness, you  
ask? Well, the points race for the top five  
positions in PRO3 were coming down to 
the wire. Cody Smith and Chuck Hurley 
were battling hard for P1 with Hurley a 
mere two points behind Smith. P3 was 
held by Bruce Humberstone, but he was 
only a handful of points ahead of John 
Parker and Olivier Henrichot, who went 
into the race in a dead tie. How this race 
finished out could shake up the entire 
top five. 
 Then there were the wild cards. Those 
racers who were not in points contention,  
but who could certainly impact the 
finishing order. Andrew Newell, Dan 
Gavrila, JP Nardella, and James Colborn 
were all gunning for a strong finish.

BMW Seattle 
1002 Airport Way S
Seattle, WA 98122

Introducing 
Lance Richert, Client Advisor 
Direct 206-777-1357 
Cell 425-443-2188 
LanceRichert@lithia.com

BMW Club member since 1986 
Driver: BMW Seattle PRO3 #35

Enthusiasm for your complete satisfaction!
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As a result, some racers benefitted from 
having a more intermediate tire under 
them during this change in condition. 
Olivier Henrichot is one of those  
beneficiaries and grabbed ‘pole’ away 
from Andrew Newell and dashing Chuck  

Hurley’s hopes of gaining another two 
points on Cody Smith. 
 The dry condition lasted about as 
long as free beer at a college frat party 
and everyone was anticipating mass  
carnage at Turn 1 come race start. 

Thankfully, everyone behaved and 
made it through the undulating series of 
turns to sort the grid out into its usual 
single-file run for the duration of the 
race. Word has it from the cockpit of 
a number of cars, there were probably 
as many cars ON the track as OFF the 
track at any given point during the race. 
Trying to make a pass on another car at 
speed while navigating standing water is 
a sketchy proposition at best and takes a 
skilled hand to pull off without incident. 
 Henrichot took off running with 
Andrew Newell and John Parker close 
in pursuit. Newell couldn’t find traction 
at Turn 8 braking several laps in and 
had an off that allowed Parker to gain 
a position and give chase to the leader. 
Henrichot then had his own off at Turn 1  
where Parker was able to gain the lead 
where he held on and managed to 
finish in P1 (but not without his own 
tank slappers here and there). This was 
Parker’s first ever PRO3 win and he 
deserves big congrats for accomplishing 
that in some tough conditions with even 
tougher competition. 
 While the battle for the lead of the 
race was happening up front, the battle 
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Continued on Page 12

PRO3 cars in Turns 15 and 16, which precede the main straight at The Ridge Motorsports Park.
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for the overall title was well under way 
between Hurley and Smith. Both of 
these racers are clean and fast and have 
raced hard all season, not allowing the 
other so much as an inch. Sunday was 
not much different. If I understand the 
points tally at the start of Sunday’s race, 
depending on how everyone finished, 
Hurley would have needed to win the 
race in order to overtake the champion-
ship from Smith, based on how ICSCC 
counts races and points (best ten races 
count). So although these two were 
battling it out for P3 that day, Hurley 
needed the win. Again, weather condi-
tions possibly played a big role in the 
outcome of this season’s championship. 
 Congratulations to Mr. Cody Smith, 
your 2013 PRO3 Champion! Cody 
drives the Advanced Auto Fabrication 
car campaigned by Hank Moore of 
Spokane. It’s been a pleasure watching 
Cody run that beauty of a race car all 
season. Nicely done, gentlemen. 
 In other news worthy of mention, 
Jason Vein, PRO3 racer and IRDC Race 
Chairman, took the liberty of creating 
a unique schedule for the weekend that 
provided for a 20-minute sprint race 
(non-points) on Saturday in addition to 
the one-hour mini enduro. The morning  

qualification session would count 
towards the main race on Sunday as 
well as set the grid for the Saturday 
afternoon race. This allowed some folks 
(such as yours truly) to get in a sprint 
race and an enduro during one race day, 
leaving Sunday open to accommodate 
for family or work plans. Most of the 
top-five contenders chose to sit-out the 
Saturday race event to preserve the car 
for the important Sunday race, so the 
grid was filled with about two-thirds 
of the PRO3 cars in attendance. Even 
without this being a points race, you 
can always count on PRO3 putting on a 
great show! Lots of position swapping 
throughout the grid made for a very 
entertaining race to watch as well as be 
a part of. Rich Cote (PRO3 #03) won 
the race followed closely by John Parker 
and Olivier Henrichot (who managed 
a last corner pass on the last lap on 
Michael Olsen).
 It’s a good schedule and I hope to  
see other clubs take up the idea and  
run with it. 
 With the offseason rapidly approach-
ing, it’s time to make improvement plans  
for the car and driver. Don’t forget to 
also make plans to attend the requisite 
banquets and award ceremonies and 

Podium finishers for PRO3 in Sunday’s sprint race: P1 John Parker, P2 Andrew Newell, P3 Cody Smith, P4 Chuck Hurley, and 
P5 JP Nardella.

your Club’s rules change meetings.  
Be watching your emails and newsletter 
for all of these upcoming events. 

Michael Olsen is a BMW CCA  
Club member and drives the  

Spirit Halloween Superstores PRO3 car 
#130 in local ICSCC competition racing

rickshaw_racing@yahoo.com
www.pro3-racing.com 
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Rank Driver Points

1 Cody Smith 239

2 Chuck Hurley 238

3 Bruce Humberstone 186

4 John Parker 184

5 Olivier Henrichot 177

6 Dan Gavrila 149

7 David Stenner 147

8 Martin Berryman 126

9 James Colborn 122

10 Martin Wild 109

Continued from Page 11The PRO3 Line

2013 PRO3 CHAMPIONSHIP
FINAL STANDINGS
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the mOnterey weekend haS grOwn 
to events that span a full week and 
include lots of auctions and private 
parties. The real action starts on Friday 
when three days of vintage racing  
begins at Laguna Seca Raceway. The 
off-track action used to be mostly 
confined to the Concourso Italiano, 
an Italian car show. The Italian show 
continues but has been joined for  
the last four years by Legends of the 
Autobahn featuring German cars.  
Friday also features The Quail, A  
Motorsports Gathering.

Legends of the Autobahn
Legends of the Autobahn is run by the 
BMW Club and has become, in only 
four years, a terrific show. There were 
over 500 cars on the lawn this year. 
BMW Classic participated with several 
representatives there in the form of staff,  
the 1972 Turbo show car and a nice M1. 
 Private owners brought about every 
kind of BMW ever built. Highlights 
included two red Isettas, one a rare 
convertible. There was a nice 328 and 
also a 328 bare chassis. The 315/1 Willis 
Wonder owned by Steve Walker of 
Oregon was shown on Friday at Legends.

you can get in free and the cars are  
still there. 
 BMW chose this venue for the first 
showing of the Concept M4. This is a 
great looking car despite the Metallic  
Mountain Dew paint. A lot of Club 
members are going to end up with one 
of these in the garage.

BMW at the Monterey Weekend By David Lightfoot

Al
l p

ho
to

s 
by

 th
e 

au
th

or
 u

nl
es

s 
ot

he
rw

is
e 

no
te

d.

A rare Isetta cabrio was shown by a  
private owner at Legends.

Tom Graham showed a pre-war 328 
chassis.

This lovely 328 was shown at Legends.

This rare BMW/Glas hybrid was shown 
at Legends of the Autobahn.

Rarely seen outside Germany, BMW  
Classic brought one of the two Turbos 
built in 1972. While it looks like a shadow,  
the paint actually goes from light to dark 
to light again. 

The Quail
The Quail, a Motorsports Gathering,  
was previously my nominee for most  
pretentious car show. But after visiting 
the show, with the most exotic modern 
and classic cars I’ve ever seen, I stand 
corrected. This is a heck of a show  
with modern Ferraris, Lamborghinis, 
McLarens, Paganis and Spykers. The  
one-off Ferrari P4/5 commissioned by  
a private owner was there. Plus there 
were amazing classics. The show is $600 
a person but if you go at 4 pm like I did, 

BMW chose The Quail, A Motorsports 
Gathering, as the first place to show the 
M4 Concept. It looked production ready.

Laguna Seca Racing
Out at the track, BMW NA was rep-
resented by Rahal Letterman Racing 
who brought out much of the BMW NA 
racing collection. In addition, Alpina 
flew over a current race car and street 
car, both 6 Series-based. Private owners 
brought plenty of interesting BMWs 
too, including Steve Walker and his  
Willis Wonder, which had been at  
Legends the previous day.

The now famous Willis Wonder at  
Laguna Seca.

Steve Walker brought this 700 in  
addition to his Willis Wonder.

Continued on Page 14
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Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance
The 2013 edition of the Pebble Beach 
Concours d’Elegance was fabulous in 
every way. And BMW had a good level 
of participation. Given BMW’s history 
before WW2, this isn’t always true. After 
all, BMW didn’t build many cars during 
the 1920s and 1930s, the golden era that 
Pebble Beach tends to favor.
 It has been quite a few years since 
I have attended Pebble Beach. It has 
grown in scale with events stretching  
out over several days and increased  
participation by the auto manufacturers.  
Some things have not changed over the  
years. First, this remains the best car 
show in the world. Second, it is expen-
sive. Advance tickets are $225 per  
person and day of the show tickets  
are $275. Those prices don’t mean a 
thing to those attending and the show  
is jammed with people.

 Upon arrival on Sunday morning,  
the first BMW to be seen was the  
Pininfarina Gran Lusso. This was our 
Zündfolge cover car for the July/August 
issue. This collaboration between  
Pininfarina and BMW resulted in a very 
large and beautiful coupe. The Gran 
Lusso shared the lawn in front of the 
Pebble Beach Lodge with other concept 
cars, typically one-offs by their makers.
 In the judged show are only cars that 
have been invited and invitations are 
not easy to come by. In the European 
Classic Late Class was the 1938 327/28 
Cabriolet owned by Stephen and Annie 
Norman of Edmonds. Many will know 
Steve and Annie as long-time Club 
members, enthusiasts and former  
owners of BMW Seattle. Their 327/28 
was the subject of a four-year restora-
tion and looks, well, perfect. 

 There were six other BMWs in the 
Pebble Beach show, all in a special 
BMW 507 class. First was a white Series 
1 car, built in 1957, from Switzerland.  
Of the 254 507s built, only 34 were 
Series 1 cars. The car shown was chassis 
number 70019, so the nineteenth 507 
built including one pre-production pro-
totype and three pre-production cars. 
 A second white 507, also from  
Switzerland but with a different owner, 
was a 1958 Series 2 car. This car’s claim 
to fame was its provenance. It was one 
of two 507s owned by Elvis Presley. This 
particular car was owned by Elvis while 
he was filming “Fun in Acapulco” in 
1963 with Ursula Andress. The Pebble 
Beach program notes that Elvis “was 
persuaded by costar Ursula Andress 
to give her the car as a present.” In the 
interests of historical documentation,  

BMW at the Monterey Weekend Continued from Page 13

The beautiful Gran Lusso, from the BMW and Pininfarina  
collaboration, was shown in front of the Pebble Beach Lodge 
with other concept cars.

Steve and Annie Norman entered this 327/28. Steve, right, 
makes a point to the judges. Club member Brian Pollock,  
second from left, was again a judge for the Concours. 
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This is a very early Series 1 507 from Switzerland. This is the 507 that Elvis gave to Ursula Andress. Note the nerf 
bars, which were installed by George Barris during Andress’s 
ownership. 
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we are presenting with this article a  
color photo of Presley and Andress 
from the movie set with Ms. Andress 
looking very persuasive (see page 16). 
The program also notes that Andress 
kept the 507 for fifteen years (chassis 
70192) and the car was mildly modified 
by George Barris. The small “nerf” bars 
he installed are still on the car. And 
George Barris was there at the show 
too. Such is Pebble Beach. 
 Next in the program was another  
car from 1957, a Series 2 car, chassis 
number 70048. The Los Angeles owner 
had the car restored by BMW Classic 
and the result was stunning. The gray 
paint was probably the most flattering 
of all the 507s presented. And having 
BMW do the restoration probably  
won’t hurt when the owner goes to sell.
 A blue 507 Series 2 from 1958 was 
brought by a couple from Malibu. 

Chassis number 70138, this car had 
previously been owned by actor David 
Carradine. Nice car, grasshopper. The 
car won the judging as the best 507 with 
the gray car restored by BMW Classic  
coming in second. While handsome, 
many thought the shade of blue wasn’t 
the best for a 507.
 Of the 254 507s built, only two were 
chassis only for special bodies. Both 
those specially bodied cars were there, 
sitting side-by-side. I believe this is 
the first time the cars have ever been 
together.
 The first specially bodied car was the 
507 with body designed by Giovanni 
Michelotti and built by Vignale. This 
car is badged as a BMW 3200 but it is a 
507. This car was purchased at auction 
by Oscar Davis a few years ago. BMW 
Classic should have bought it then but 
did not. Mr. Davis sold the car to the 

Petersen Museum in Los Angeles who 
then sold it to BMW Classic.   
 The other 507 with a custom body 
was designed by Raymond Loewy and 
built by Pichon et Parat in France.  
After Lowey, the famous industrial  
designer, was through using this 507  
as his personal vehicle, he donated it 
to the Los Angeles Natural History 
Museum who remains the owner. The 
car does not run and is in rather rough 
shape, especially compared to the other 
cars on the Pebble Beach lawn. Some 
people like the Lowey design with its 
asymmetric hood. It looks much like 
the Studebaker Avanti that Lowey 
would design a few years later. To my 
eyes, the Lowey car is one of the ugliest 
cars I have ever seen. Awful but part of 
BMW’s history. 

This freshly restored 507 was previously owned by actor David 
Carradine. It won the special 507 class judging.

This grey 507 was fresh from a restoration by BMW Classic 
and was thought by many to be the most handsome of the 
507s shown.

This one-off 507 was designed by Michelotti and built by  
Vignale. It is now owned by BMW Classic.

Continued on Page 16

This is Raymond Lowey’s version of the 507. One can see hints 
of the Studebaker Avanti which came a few years later.
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 There is an interesting side story of 
the three 507 designers involved here. 
Count Albrecht Graf von Goertz, the 
designer of the standard bodied 507, 
worked for Lowey early in his career. 
Goertz, despite his impressive title and 
prominent family, was a failed banker 
and came to the U.S. in the 1930s. He 
worked in a body shop and built his  
own custom car.
 While in New York after the war  
to meet Salvador Dali (really), he  
happened to meet Raymond Lowey, 
who was driving a car of his own design. 
They started talking about their cars 
and Lowey offered Goertz a job. That 
lasted for a while but Lowey eventually 
sent Goertz packing, telling him, “You 
will never make it as a designer. Better 
you should marry a rich woman!” 

 If Lowey did his own version of the 
507 to show Goertz who was the master 
and who was the student, he failed 
miserably. The standard 507, now almost 
60 years old, holds up well as a modern 
classic. It is beautiful from every angle. 
The Lowey car, well, enough said about 
it already.
 Michelotti did his version of the 507 
to promote his design business. When 
Goertz was asked to design the BMW 
700 in the late 1950s, as a follow-up to 
the 507, his fee was too high for BMW. 
The company was financially struggling 
at the time so Goertz recommended 
someone cheaper: Giovanni Michelotti, 
who got the assignment. 

BMW Villa
While one could see BMW’s past 
throughout the weekend, over at Pebble 
Beach BMW rented a private villa to 
show their current and future vehicles. 
The current cars were only the 5, 6 and 
7 Series. Aimed at the Pebble Beach 
demographic, I guess; no 1 Series or  
3 Series for this bunch. I tested an  
Alpina B7 long-wheelbase in frozen 
blue. I’m not a fan of matte paint but 
this was a beautiful car.
 Meanwhile, an i3 was there for all 
to see but not drive. It needed to be 
charged, which said a lot to me. Here’s 
a future trivia answer. The i3 uses the 
two-cylinder 650cc motorcycle engine. 
And that engine has, wait for it, a dip-
stick. The i3 has a dip stick. Really. The 
i3 has very interesting materials in the 
interior. Leather is treated with olive 
oil. Eucalyptus wood is used because it 

PATRICK MILLER
“25 years of
precis ion automotive
service”

11908 - 124 Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98034

(Totem Lake) 425-823-1511

OMNI
BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.

grows quickly, like bamboo. Some of the 
panels are made from recycled plastic 
bottles. They look a little cheesy but that 
may be to make the point of their origin.
 But the real show stopper was inside 
a temporary building. Before entering, 
we had to give up our cell phones and 
cameras. Once inside, with the door 
shut behind us, there stood the i8 under 
a cover. We heard the story of the car 
before they would take the cover off. 
Once the cover came off we saw the full 
production version of the i8. The reason 
for no photos was that this car was to 
make its official debut in Frankfurt, 
after Pebble Beach. 
 The car is beautiful. The glass doors 
are gone, of course, with conventional 
looking doors in their place. The doors 
do open upwards scissors style. I asked 
what happens if the car is put on its roof. 
That is, if the doors don’t open, how 
does one get out? No one could answer 
me. I asked if the car could be tracked. 

BMW rented a private villa near the  
Pebble Beach Lodge. This i3 was 
plugged in and unavailable for test 
drives. 

This still from the set of “Fun in Acapulco”  
shows Elvis and Ursula Andress, the 
original Bond girl. 

Continued from Page 15
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They said two laps and then it would go 
into “limp home” mode. Hm, and this is 
a supercar? 
 The styling is cool. I always feel you 
don’t really know a car until you’ve 
washed it. It would be interesting to 
wash an i8, given the air tunnels and  
layering built into the body. On both 
the i3 and i8 many of the body panels 
are left bare (for example, in the door 
jambs) to show the carbon fiber weave. 

Auctions
The week is filled with auctions and  
lots of interesting cars changed hands. 
RM sold a beautiful 2002 Turbo for 
$60,000. A fully restored 1974 3.0CSi 
also sold for $60,000 at the Mecum  
auction. Mecum also sold a beautiful 
1957 Isetta 300 Cabriolet for $38,000.  
A 1959 600 sold for $46,000. This beautiful 503 was driven to Monterey from the Seattle area. It was parked  

outside the auction tent but was not for sale.

 If you’ve never been to the Monterey  
Weekend, consider it in the future. There  
really is nothing like it. While expensive, 

it is worth it. There are also lots of ways 
to avoid spending a lot of money while 
still seeing most of the great cars. 
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The BMW Group and Boeing signed a  
collaboration agreement to participate in  
joint research for carbon fiber recycling 
as well as share manufacturing knowledge  
and explore automation opportunities. 
 Both the BMW Group and Boeing 
are pioneering the use of carbon fiber 
in their products. With the release of the 
BMW i3 in late 2013, followed later by 
the BMW i8, the BMW Group will bring 
two vehicles with a carbon passenger 
cell onto the market for the first time 
and Boeing’s 787 Dreamliner is made 
up of 50 percent carbon fiber material. 
Recycling composite material at point 
of use and at the end of the product life 
therefore is essential to both companies.
 “Boeing for us is a suitable partner 
for a collaboration in the field of carbon 
fiber”, said Herbert Diess, Member of the  
Board of BMW AG for Development. 
“Boeing has many years of extensive  
experience using carbon fiber in the 
field of aviation, while the BMW Group 
has earned a significant competitive 
advantage through its use of special 
manufacturing methods for series pro-
duction of carbon fiber parts. Through 
this cooperation we can merge know-
how between our industries in the field 
of sustainable production solutions.”
 “This collaboration agreement is a 
very important step forward in develop-
ing the use and end use of carbon fiber 
materials,” said Larry Schneider, Boeing 
Commercial Airplanes vice president of 
Product Development, who represented 
Boeing at the signing in Seattle. “It is 
especially important that we plan for 
the end of life of products made from 
carbon fiber. We want to look at ways 
to reclaim and reuse those materials to 
make new products. Our work with the  
BMW Group will help us attain that goal.”

 Washington State Governor Christine  
Gregoire was instrumental in securing 
the location forthe BMW plant in Moses 
Lake and promoted the partnership 
between Boeing and the BMW Group.
 “This exciting partnership between two  
global players and industry leaders is a 
win for our state,” said Gregoire. “This 
will help Washington further develop 
our capabilities and leadership position 
in the game-changing technology of 
carbon fiber. I’m pleased that BMW  
and Boeing have joined forces as this  
is a logical next step for the industry.”
 As part of the collaboration agreement,  
Boeing and the BMW Group will share 
carbon fiber manufacturing process 
simulations and ideas for manufacturing 
automation. The collaboration agree-
ment between the two companies is the 
first in the history of either company.

 As part of its SGL Automotive  
Carbon Fibers LLC joint venture, the 
BMW Group has built a new, state-
of-the-art carbon fiber plant in Moses 
Lake, Washington (USA), together  
with the SGL Group. The plant is an  
important component in both compa-
nies’ strategy to automate production  
of ultra-light carbon fiber reinforced 
plastics for use in future vehicle con-
cepts. The carbon fibers produced in 
Moses Lake will be used exclusively  
for the BMW Group’s BMW i3 and 
BMW i8.
 The facility in Wackersdorf makes 
the carbon fibers into fabrics, which 
are processed at the Landshut plant to 
make lightweight CFRP body compo-
nents for the BMW i3, which will be 
assembled at the BMW Plant Leipzig. 

BMW Group Corporate Communications

BMW Group and Boeing to Collaborate 
on Carbon Fiber Recycling
Munich/Seattle. (Editor—What, not Chicago?)



 November/December 2013 ZüNDFOLGE 19www.bmwpugetsound.com

BMW Group and Toyota Motor Corporation Deepen  
Collaboration by Signing Binding Agreements

BMW Group and Toyota Motor Cor-
poration (TMC) are pursuing their suc-
cessful strategic long-term cooperation 
in the field of sustainable mobility today 
by signing binding agreements aimed 
at long-term collaboration between the 
two companies for the joint develop-
ment of a fuel cell system, joint develop-
ment of architecture and components 
for a sports vehicle, and joint research 
and development of lightweight tech-
nologies. These agreements follow a 
memorandum of understanding signed 
in June 2012. 
 Furthermore, BMW Group and  
TMC also today signed a binding 
agreement to commence collaborative 
research on lithium-air batteries, a post-
lithium-battery solution. This agreement 
marks the second phase of collaborative 
research into next-generation lithium-
ion battery cells that commenced in 
March 2012. 

The main points of the agreements are: 

1. Fuel cell system 
 The companies are convinced that 

fuel cell technology is one of the 
solutions necessary to achieve zero 
emissions. BMW Group and TMC 
are to share their technologies and to 
jointly develop a fundamental fuel-
cell vehicle system, including not only 
a fuel cell stack and system, but also 
a hydrogen tank, motor and battery, 
aiming for completion in 2020. 

  The companies are to collaborate  
in jointly developing codes and stan-
dards for the hydrogen infrastructure 
which are necessary for the popular-
ization of fuel cell vehicles. 

2. Sports vehicle 
 The companies agreed to set-up a  

feasibility study to define a joint 
platform concept for a mid-size sports 
vehicle that is to be completed by  
the end of 2013. The two companies 
aim to combine each other’s technol-
ogy and knowledge at a high level  
to maximize customer satisfaction. 
Both companies are to share the  
vision to further collaborate in the 
field of sports vehicle development. 

3. Lightweight technology 
 The companies are to jointly develop 

lightweight technologies for vehicle 
bodies using cutting-edge materials 
such as reinforced composites, with 
an eye to utilize these technologies in 
cooperation on the joint development 
of a sports-vehicle platform as well as 
other BMW and TMC vehicles. 

4. Post-lithium-battery technology 
 The companies are to begin joint 

research with a goal to develop a 
lithium-air battery with energy  
density greatly exceeding that of  
current lithium-ion batteries. 

 Norbert Reithofer, Chairman of 
the Board of Management of BMW 
AG said: “TMC and the BMW Group 
share the same strategic vision of future 
sustainable mobility. In light of the 
technological changes ahead, the entire 
automotive industry faces tremendous 
challenges, which we also regard as an 
opportunity. This collaboration is an  
important building block in keeping 
both companies on a successful course 
in the future.” 
 Akio Toyoda, President of TMC  
said: “It is just over a year since we 
signed our collaborative MoU, and  
with each day as our relationship 
strengthens, we feel acutely that we  
are making steadfast progress. Now,  
we are entering the phase that promises 
the fruit. While placing importance on 
what we learn from the joint develop-
ment, we will work hard together in 
reaching our common goal of making 
ever-better cars.” 
 BMW Group and TMC first agreed 
to form a medium-to-long-term col-
laborative relationship for developing 
next-generation environment-friendly 
vehicles and technologies in December 
2011, at which time the two companies 
also signed a contract under which BMW  
Group is to supply highly efficient diesel 
engines to Toyota Motor Europe. BMW 
Group and TMC—as long-term strategic  
partners—have since continued their 
joint efforts to realize sustainable  
mobility for the future. 
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we wOuld like tO thank the new and continuing Puget Sound BMW CCA 
board members who will be serving as board members for 2014. The Club runs on  
volunteer power. We simply would fail to exist if it were not for the willingness of  
volunteer board members. Each year, we solicit the membership for their interest  
to serve on the board as well as ask existing board members if they would be willing  
to serve for additional terms. There are term limits for all officer positions, which is 
a means to prevent burnout and keep fresh ideas coming to the Club. We have two 
changes to the board members which are shown in the following table.

Nomination Committee Report and 
Board Composition for 2014

 We welcome Brandon Kelly as the Concours d’Elegance Coordinator to  
the board. He will be working closely with Steve Questad and Tony Cava for  
the 2014 Concours d’Elegance. We would like to thank Steve for his tireless work 
organizing the previous Concours. Ed Walker will be taking on the position of 
Tour Coordinator as Scott Hieronymus steps down. Scott has shepherded mem-
bers on some great tours and we thank him for efforts. The position of Member-
ship Coordinator has been folded into the Roster Manager position currently  
held by Steve Libby. He did not have enough to do, so we gave him another task.
 As members of the Puget Sound BMW CCA, you are more than welcome and 
we encourage you to participate in Club activities. We always need help at Club 
events, so please help out when you can.

Steve Libby
Vice President and Instructor






