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August 27
Board Meeting. All members welcome.
RSVP to president@bmwpugetsound.com.
September 6
Track Day. Another day at Pacific Raceway
to include both a Car Control Clinic and a
High Performance Driving School. More
information in this issue. You should be there.
September 7
Mountain Twisties Tour. See article
in this issue
September 7
Autocross with the PCA in Bremerton.
Check out the Club website for details.
www.bmwpugetsound.com
September 8
M Car Day. Once again will be at Griot’s
Garage in Tacoma for this popular celebration
of “The Most Powerful Letter in the World.”
September 21
Meeting at America’s Car Museum.
(not to be confused with the LeMay Family
Collection) near the Tacoma Dome. More in
this issue.
September 24
Board Meeting. All members welcome.
RSVP to president@bmwpugetsound.com.
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Late September
Rush! Join Club members to watch a
matinee showing of Rush followed by dinner.
Watch the website and Facebook for the
specific date.
October 1
Deadline for the November/December
Zündfolge. The magazine will hit homes
about November 1.
October 5
Track Day at The Ridge Motorsport
Park in Shelton. This will be our only
school at The Ridge this year, don’t miss it.
October 5
Tour to The Ridge Motorsports Park.
Information in this issue.
October 20
Brewery Tour. With stormy weather
upon us, a brewery tour and tasting is back.
Registration information in this issue.
October 22
Board Meeting. All members welcome.
RSVP to president@bmwpugetsound.com.
January 25
Tour to the LeMay Family Collection.
Save the date. More information next issue.
You can reserve your spot now by contacting
Mike Ellis at mlellis337@comcast.net.
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Mountain Twisties Tour

Photo by Scott Hieronymus.

O n Saturday, September 7 the
Mountain Twisties Tour will be led
by Scott Hieronymus. This is always a
popular event and will be our longest,
single day of driving this year. While the
exact route is a closely guarded secret,
clear skies should reveal Mt. Rainier
and Mt. St. Helens for at least a short
while. That is, if you can take your eyes
off the road. You see, this tour is not
about the scenery, but instead is all
about the roads. Without question, the
twistiest, longest, least crowded roads in
the State of Washington, featuring endless second and third gear corners. While
families are always welcome on tours,
choose your passengers carefully. Many
sections of the route can be bumpy, are
extremely twisty, and include drop offs
with no guardrail. This tour is not for the
faint of heart!
All tours are driven on public roads
and all drivers are to mind local traffic
laws. We focus on safety, but always
make an effort to find little-known
twisty roads that are enjoyable at any
speed. Your first time being part of a
long line of shiny Bimmers will not be
forgotten. While we highly encourage
participation in our High Performance
Driving Schools, no special skills or

September 7

Look forward to some mountain twisties.

equipment are needed to participate in
a tour. We will meet in the parking lot of
the Issaquah QFC (1540 Gilman Blvd)
at 7 am for donuts and coffee. After a
short drivers’ meeting, we will depart
at 7:30 am sharp! BRING A PICNIC
LUNCH!
Plan on a very long day of driving,
we will most likely return around 6 pm.

Start working those forearms now!
RSVP and direct any questions to Scott
Hieronymus at tours@bmwpugetsound.
com and check our Facebook page
or the Upcoming Events section at
bmwpugetsound.com for any updates.
See you there!
Scott Hieronymus
Tour Director
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ON THE COVER:
Peter Gleeson’s BASF M1
ProCar was a highlight of our
annual Concours d’Elegance.
Photo by Christian Bouchez.

www.bmwpugetsound.com
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M Car Day
M Car Day
Sunday, September 8
10:30 am – 2 pm
Griot’s Garage, Tacoma, WA

Here is a rough agenda for the day:
• Griot’s Garage will provide each M
Car owner in attendance with a free
Car Care Product sample at registration. There will also be discounts in
the store, so bring your shopping list.
• Around 11 am a Griot’s Garage
car care specialist will pick a lucky
car from the attendees for a car care
demo in their garage.

• We’ll have a couple of tasty food
trucks on site for lunch. Bring cash
and your appetite. Yum!
• After lunch, we’ll have the always
popular raffle for some great prizes!
Club members without an M Car are
also welcomed to attend the event to
enjoy the day. There will be additional
parking for non-M BMWs. The event
will run until about 2 pm.
RSVP by email to Lance Richert
at Lance@Richertnet.com.
Griot’s Garage
3333 South 38th St
Tacoma, WA 98409
www.griotsgarage.com

Photos by Brad Bowen.

Last year’s M Car Day was a lot of fun,
so we’re doing it again! Please mark
Sunday, September 8 on your calendar
for a very special day of camaraderie to
celebrate all things rated M. Our hosts
will be Griot’s Garage at their facility
in Tacoma. Last year saw 195 M Cars
in attendance! This will be the seventh
annual M Car Day to celebrate all of
the wonderful BMW M Cars that have
thrilled us over the years.
This event is FREE! For planning,
we ask that you RSVP and include this
information about yourself:
Name / Year and type of M Car /
Number of guests / City

Please roll in between 10:30 and
11 am so we can direct you to the
appropriate section to park your M car.
We will park the M Cars by E chassis
type, so owners can compare notes on
common maintenance issues and modifications. We’ll also have a section for
regular chassis that have had M Power
engine transplants. So S52 E30s and S14
2002s are welcome!
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Tour to
The Ridge Motorsports Park
Join C lub M embers on Saturday,
October 5, for a great day of driving.
We will travel across the Narrows
Bridge and along the scenic and twisty
roads that line South Puget Sound
and Hood Canal. Nice weather should
provide us with views of the Olympic
Mountains. Keeping gas prices in mind,
this will be a relatively short tour, only
about 175 miles round trip from Seattle.
Our destination will be the Northwest’s
newest race track, The Ridge Motorsports
Park near Shelton. Opened just last year,
it is an amazing new venue featuring
a wide smooth surface and plenty of
elevation changes. Once there, we will
be allowed to run a handful of slow
speed pace laps during the lunch break
of the BMW CCA High Performance
Driver Education day. No helmets or
tech inspection will be required.
This will be a one-way tour and at
the conclusion of our pace laps you will
be on your own. This would be a great
opportunity to stay and see what our
HPDEs are all about. You may even be
able to snag a ride on track with one
of the instructors. There are no picnic
facilities at the track, so you should plan

October 5

on bringing a picnic lunch or dine at one
of the many restaurants in the area.
Plan on meeting at 9 am in the parking lot of The Commons Mall, on 320th
in Federal Way. To get there, take exit
143 off of I-5, and go west for a few
blocks. The mall will be on your left.
We will be parked in front of Starbucks.
After a short drivers meeting, we will
depart at 9:30 sharp.
All tours are driven on public roads,
minding local traffic laws. We focus
on safety, but always make an effort
to find little-known twisty roads that
are enjoyable at any speed. Your first
time being part of a long line of shiny
Bimmers will not be forgotten. While
we highly encourage participation in our
High Performance Driving Schools, no
special skills or equipment are needed
to participate in a tour. Come alone or
bring the whole family.
Email your RSVP and any questions
to Tour Director Scott Hieronymus at
tours@bmwpugetsound.com. All drivers
must be BMW CCA members and we
will be asking for your membership
number at the drivers meeting. See
you there!
Scott Hieronymus
Tour Director

www.bmwpugetsound.com
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Brewery Tour

October 20
website to see what they have on tap:
www.7seasbrewing.com
Your $10 will cover the tour, tasting,
tip, tax and food. If you want more beer,
you are on your own; growler fills are
available. Space is limited to 45 people
so pre-register for the event at http://
bmwpugetsound.motorsportreg.com/
or use the registration form and send
with a check to Michelle Miller, 2713

SW 327th St, Federal Way, WA 98023.
Direct links to registration can be found
on our club website and Facebook page.
Must be 21 or older to attend. Any questions, contact Michelle at treasurer@
bmwpugetsound.com or 253-334-9948.
7 Seas Brewing
3006 Judson Street, Suite #110
Gig Harbor, WA 98335

7 Seas Brewing Tasting Registration Form
October 20, 2013

Back by popular demand is an event
to share our passion for beer and
BMWs, all at the same time. This time
we will be at 7 Seas Brewing for a tour
of their brewing facilities, a tasty sampler of their beers, and some snack food
on October 20 at 3 pm. Formed in 2008
by Travis Guterson and Mike Runion,
7 Seas Brewing is an innovative craft
brewery, making audacious, yet technically well-executive beer. 7 Seas Brewing just opened a new 3000 square foot
brewery and tap room in Gig Harbor
with lots of parking! Check out their

Full Name:
Home or Cell Phone:

Guest Name(s):

Amount Enclosed ($10/person):

Join your BMW friends to park on
the display field at the LeMay-America’s
Car Museum in Tacoma from 10 am to
2 pm on September 21. Display your
car with other Bimmers for free and
then tour the museum for only $10. The
museum has an interesting collection of
American cars, one Isetta, and cars you
probably have never heard of before.
Plus, there are three driving simulators
that are currently running Daytona,
Lime Rock, and Laguna Seca. These
cost $8 each and are a blast. Come and
hang out with other BMW nuts, tour the
museum, have lunch in the café, see cool
cars and drive the simulator. RSVP to
Steve Libby at slibby57@gmail.com.
2702 East D Street, Tacoma WA 98421
(near the Tacoma Dome)

ZüNDFOLGE

$

Please include check to BMW CCA Puget Sound Region.
Mail to Michelle Miller, 2713 SW 327th St, Federal Way, WA 98023.

Visit the American
Car Museum September 21
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(please print)
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12th Annual E30 Picnic Weekend!
Haury’s Lake City collision and Nick
Tomanelli’s diesel E30 Pickup! The
Lantz Family brought their lightweight
white E30 EIP race car; and James
Crivellone showed his fresh off the boat
from Europe E30 Touring.
The coveted “Furthest Traveled
Award” went to Austin, Texas resident
Ken Carson who drove his E30 convertible (top down) 2,700 miles to the
E30 Picnic! And this was followed by a
return appearance by Tony Abatangelo
who visited us again from Chicago!
We look forward to seeing everyone’s
improvements for next year, including
the paint on Steve Questad’s E30 who
won the Free Paint Job from Haury’s
Lake City Collision. The raffle raised
$1,200 for the LeMay Marymount
Museum Foundation.
Cheers,
Lance Richert, E30 Picnic Chair
www.E30Picnic.com

Thanks to our raffle table donors!
425 Motorsports
Bimmerworld
Brad Bowen
BMW Portland
BMW Seattle
Car Tender
Creative Options
E30 Picnic
Griot’s Garage
Guten Parts
Haury’s Lake City Collision
Matt Barner
Motorsport Hardware
Proformance Racing
Puget Sound Chapter
Race Skids
South Lake European

Photos by Christian Bouchez.

The 12 th A nnual E30 P icnic in June
delivered again with a whole weekend’s
worth of activities for E30 enthusiasts.
The weekend starts early for those
traveling from out of town as caravans
start hitting the road on Thursday
from points in Southern California.
All caravans from north and south
meet on Saturday afternoon at Griot’s
Garage for the Saturday E30 Tech
Session. This also serves as a gathering
point to caravan to James Crivellone’s
house for the Saturday Evening R3VLimited bash. Parking on the tight twolane street went on for a quarter mile.
We were treated to fantastic weather
for the Sunday Picnic, almost too hot!
The typical uber-eclectic mix of E30s
showed up, about 195 total E30s this
year making the E30 Picnic still the
largest E30 car show in the world!
Featured cars included Chris Forsythe’s
recently painted E30 courtesy of

www.bmwpugetsound.com
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E30 Picnic: Road Trip!
license plate was immediately recognized
and we were escorted to our own reserved
spot up front by the tents and the special
cars to be recognized later.
Connie and I walked the paddock,
talking to owners as we examined their
cars. Every form of engine could be
found—stock motors, big sixes, modern
sixes, BMW V8s and a Corvette LS2 V8,
even a BMW diesel! Race cars, suspension mods, extravagant paint schemes,
audio mods, radical wheels and tires.
One guy even had his hood and trunk
lid wrapped to look like brushed stainless steel! My wife’s favorite was a white
on white MTech2 cabrio with a 3.5 liter
under the hood.
And just like that it was over. Over
200 cars departed in just minutes. We
went back for one last night at the B&B,
leaving the next morning. Even though

we saw Boeing’s Museum of Flight,
Yellowstone Park, and Mount Rushmore,
and we had some great driving through
the Cascades, Rockies, Bighorns, and
Black Hills, the trip back home to Texas
was almost anticlimactic. After years
of anticipating the E30 Picnic and the
2,975 with-the-top-down miles to get
there, the 2,701 miles back home were
enjoyable, but just not as exciting.
A road trip like this really makes
us appreciate what driving a BMW is
all about. The car responds so eagerly
to every input from the driver and the
occupants have a feeling of being connected to the road at all times. That is
really what brings everyone to the E30
Picnic, which is the sheer enjoyment of
driving their cars. We just got to drive
a little further. And all I had to do was
Ken Carson
add some oil on the trip.

Photo by Jim Thomson.

Why would anyone drive over
2,900 miles to a picnic? One way! Not
to mention that the vehicle of choice
is a 20-plus-year-old convertible? The
answer, of course, is over 200 other E30s
and their owners gathered together in
one place. Ever since the annual E30
Picnic got print coverage in Roundel
magazine, my wife and I have wanted to
drive our 1993 325iC from our home in
Round Rock, Texas, to the picnic.
The route would be mostly two lane
roads, and we hoped to touch the nation’s
interstate highway system only when
absolutely necessary (like in Utah) to
get from one scenic route to another.
We had never traveled like this before.
We attended the tech session at Griot’s
Garage on Saturday. I’ve ordered many
products from them over the years
(many of them were used on this trip,
in fact) and I couldn’t leave without
getting a couple more items. I learned
quite a bit from the tech sessions, and
the BBQ was excellent. Of course it
was prepared by a guy who moved to
Tacoma from our home town of Round
Rock. It is a small world, indeed!
Saturday ended with a party at James
Crivellone’s with a gorgeous view of
Puget Sound and a street closed off by
at least a hundred E30s! But there was
so much more to come on Sunday. We
arrived in the middle of the throng of
cars streaming in to the E30 Picnic. Our

Nick Tomanelli’s Diesel Pickup
This car started life as a 1985 325e
automatic with a very rough history of
over nine owners and multiple accidents.
It was the perfect donor car for this
unique project. Being a BMW Master
Technician for a living, I spend my days
performing warranty repairs and maintaining the current models on the road.
I needed an outlet to build that one
custom car I’ve always wanted.
Being an E30 enthusiast for years,
it only seemed right to use one in this
project. I’ve always had an interest in
the old M21 diesel engine from the mid

’80s E28 524td and always wanted a
good car to transplant one into. I’d seen
a couple different E30 truck conversions
over the years and it made sense to carry
on the idea of a diesel-powered truck, so
the idea was started.
Acquiring and building an M21 soon
became quite a bit harder than originally
thought. It took over six months to locate
and assemble everything needed to
rebuild the engine from top to bottom.
The car itself was the first fabrication
project I have done and it has been a
huge learning experience.

After two years of countless hours
of welding, fabricating, mechanical
assembly, trial and error, and parts
fitments the vehicle looks the way it
does today. It’s a completely turn key
car and runs at a very reliable 38-40mpg.
Every year I make the trip to Los
Angeles for the yearly Bimmerfest car
show and was lucky enough to take the
car this last May.
I am hoping this winter I will dive
back into the building process to finish
all the needed fabrication and body
work to prepare the car for paint.
Nick Tomanelli
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The White Car

www.bmwpugetsound.com

enjoyed driving it at Pacific and the
Ridge and am looking forward to
hav-ing Dana take her first turn behind
the wheel soon. We have made a few
changes to it but it is very much the
same little Motec M20 with the Penske/

Koni based suspension and such that
Roland qualified on pole and took a
second place finish back in its first race
in 2006.Will it see conference racing
again? We hope so!
Kelcy and Dana Lantz

Photo by Christian Bouchez.

We purchased our first E30, a black
1990 325is, in 2009. We shared this car
on track for several seasons and now
own four E30s. We had seen the pretty
little white EIP car listed for sale and
there was some discussion about it
on the forums, but we never seriously
considered such a car. Dan, the owner
of 425 Motorsports was displaying the
car at a PCA event at the Ridge and
we stopped to chat about it. He gave
us the history of the car and how much
time and effort Roland Ayala had put
into building it. After a great day at
the track we drove home and talked
about the car some more. The next
week I was back at 425 Motorsports for
a Club event and decided to make an
offer on the car after asking Dana. She
said yes, hence her official title of “the
best wife ever.”
The past year has been a learning
experience but we love the car. I’ve

September/October 2013
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MOTOR SPORTS
Hey Motorheads, there are two more
track days this year, September 6 and
October 5! Get your cars ready!
We have two more HPDS and CCC
events this year, one on Friday September 6 (Pacific Raceways) and the other
on Saturday October 5 (The Ridge
Motorsport Park). So, get your cars
ready for these events. Many of you
have driven at Pacific Raceways and
are comfortable driving there. However,
if you have not had the wonderful
opportunity to drive the Ridge, it is
time! Historic weather data from last
year shows that there was no rain either
day with daily temperatures over 70°F,
so it will be perfect.
Why should you drive the Ridge? The
Ridge track is 2.47miles and 40 feet in
width. There are four corners which are
very exciting. Bill Bauer, PCA President,
calls these “I believe” corners because
the track-out location is not visible until
the end! Trust us, these are very exciting
corners and once you get the hang of
it, a whole lot of fun. The width of the
track means that there are several lines
that can be taken depending on your
car. Of course, if you have an instructor
with you, they will demonstrate the
school line, which is safe and fast. Visit
the track website for more information
and search YouTube for a lot of in-car
video: www.ridgemotorsportspark.com/.
Pacific Raceways will host both the
HPDS and CCC. There is not a CCC at

driving events in your street car and
become a safer driver.
Those Club members taking any of
our 2013 CCCs will get a one-time $25
discount on the September 6 HPDS or
our last track day of October 5 at The
Ridge. This year our Club’s CCCs have
been very popular, therefore sign up
early, we can only take 30 students.

the Ridge due to the current configuration of the paddock. You can find additional information and register at http://
bmwpugetsound.motorsportreg.com and
our website: www.bmwpugetsound.com
There will be two events (HPDS
and CCC) at the September 6 event
at Pacific Raceway:
Car Control Clinic
Come experience a thrilling day at the
track and practice fundamentals of high
performance driving skills. Run your
car through the following drills: slalom
course, emergency braking, collision
avoidance, braking on a curve, skid pad,
autocross and a handling oval. You will
also get to make some laps on the race
track with instructors during the lunch
break of the HPDS lappers. Go out for
rides on the race track with the instructors after the class. All this in a safe
environment at reasonable speeds with
experienced instructors to guide the
way. Get exposure to high performance

HPDS (High Performance Driving School)
Come out and enjoy a day at the track
with fellow track junkies. Utilize our
talented pool of instructors/driving
coaches and drive your car in a safe
controlled environment. Take a day off
work and live a little.
The Club’s HPDS and CCC will take
place on Friday, September 6 and our
last track event will be October 5 at The
Ridge Motorsport Park. Preregistration
(www.bmwpugetsound.motorsportreg.
com) is mandatory. Last day to register is September 4 for the September
6 event and October 3 for the October
5 event. Put these dates on your calendar! Do not forget to bring a copy of
your tech form for both HPDS events.
See you at the track,
Rick Gulstrom
Track Event Coordinator
rick@gmsarch.com
Steve Libby
Vice President, Instructor

BMW Seattle

1002 Airport Way S
Seattle, WA 98122
Introducing
Lance Richert, Client Advisor
Direct 206-777-1357
Cell 425-443-2188
LanceRichert@lithia.com
BMW Club member since 1986
Driver: BMW Seattle PRO3 #35
Enthusiasm for your complete satisfaction!

www.bmwpugetsound.com
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Back in the A pril issue of these
hallowed pages, I made a prediction
based on the results of the first race of
the season that you would start to see
some new names grace the top finishing
positions within PRO3. And wouldn’t
you know it? In a rare exhibition of my
clairvoyance, my prediction has proven
true! Here we are, well past mid-way in
the points season having completed nine
of fourteen races, and the top five points
leaders line up thusly: Chuck Hurley in
the #1 position followed by Cody Smith,
Dan Gavrila, Bruce Humberstone, and
John Parker. The top ten positions round
out with some relative newcomers as
well, including Olivier Henrichot and
Mike Adams.
Now, granted, Chuck Hurley hardly
qualifies as a “new guy” to PRO3, but
to see him leading the pack with 174
points is very impressive. Hot on his
heels is Cody Smith with 170 points. Yes,
only four points separates these guys!
Of course, the way Conference racing
works, there will need to be some race
dropping as the season winds down. In
the Conference regulations the best of
ten races will count towards your final
points tally. So with racers who compete
in all events, they will be forced to drop
four of those events from the tally. So
right now, the top two are completely
up in the air, and we won’t know who
wins until the final race!
There’s been no shortage of racing
action this season, even though PRO3 did
not have a special out-of-Conference

12
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Photo by Doug Berger.

The PRO3 Line

Lance Richert hops the curb at Turn 5a while being chased down by Beef Wellington.

event like in years past (NASCAR
Portland). The most recent events included
a triple race weekend in Spokane followed
immediately by a race at Seattle (Pacific
Raceways). Although Spokane took its
usual toll on cars and drivers, there was
a whole lot of hammer swinging, wrench
turning, and dyno-timing done between
those two events to help produce one of
the larger PRO3 grids at Seattle with 26
PRO3 cars taking the green.
Of significance at that event, by
the way, was none other than our very
own Lance Richert piloting the #35
BMW Seattle entry. Yes, you read that
correct. Not only was Lance driving,

September/October 2013

after having taken some time off from
actually racing, but his car was carrying
a new sponsor. You see, anyone who
knows Lance recognizes him as a foremost authority on the BMW marque
including its history and brand lineage.
And after speaking with Lance at any
BMW-related event, you would immediately realize that Lance is passionate
about the marque and the E30 in particular (just mention “Nissan Sentra” to
Lance or show him a pair of blacked-out
kidneys and you’ll understand what I
mean). So it really didn’t surprise many
of us when he announced that he was
leaving his architecture practice to join

the sales staff at BMW Seattle. If you
are in the area, stop by the beautiful
dealership by the stadiums and get a
personal tour from Lance.
Outside of the Conference schedule,
some of our drivers and crew have
attended other events, near and far.
Bruce Humberstone and Kevin Doyle
traipsed on down south to Mazda
Speedway at Laguna Seca and attended
a BMW CCA event, then headed back
north for a lapping day at Thunderhill.
Quite the PRO3 road trip for those two!
Hank Moore of Spokane entered
his Advanced Auto Fabrication PRO3
car in the first-ever NASA race held at
Pacific Raceways. Hank made a great
showing in the race taking first in class
and had the chance to experience a
slightly different race weekend format.
Dan Rogers has been getting loads
of seat time in the Bimmerworld/CRC
Brakleen BMW #82 in the Continental
Tire/Grand AM ST class all over the
country. Most recently, Dan and co-driver
(and guest PRO3 driver) Seth Thomas
reclaimed yet another podium finish at

www.bmwpugetsound.com

Indianapolis Motor Speedway! That’s
two in a row for the pair of hot shoes
at the legendary Brickyard and we’re
all looking forward to seeing how they
finish the remaining season.
Maybe you’ve been reading this
column for a few issues now, and
maybe even came out to see a local
PRO3 race and you’ve got the urge to
get more involved, but don’t know how.
There are involvement levels for every
budget and fear tolerance level in Club
racing! Want to drive, but don’t have
a car? There are a few PRO3 rentals
available and virtually any driver can
get you hooked up with the right folks.
Rather help work on someone’s racecar
as a crew member and enjoy all the
glory that goes along with it? By all
means! There are drivers throughout
the PRO3 grid who would welcome the
support.
Or, maybe something a bit more
behind-the-scenes of racing. At every
event, be it local or an away race,
Course Marshalls are required to keep
us drivers in-line and safe. Working a

turn station can be a huge thrill depending on how close to the action the
station is located. Working Pre-Grid
is a very sociable position where you
get to meet all the drivers and crew
(be prepared for some very busy grids
though!). And then there’s the business
side of racing with registration and
tech/scales. Regardless of your inkling
to be involved, there’s a place for you
at the races. Reach out to any of the
drivers you might know, or drop me a
line and we will get you in touch with
the right people.
The final race of the season will be
at The Ridge on the weekend of September 28/29. It promises to be one the
largest-attended Conference races of
the season and there is sure to be some
close racing action as a result. We hope
to see you out there!
Michael Olsen is a BMW CCA
Club member and drives the
Spirit Halloween Superstores PRO3 car
#130 in local ICSCC competition racing
rickshaw_racing@yahoo.com
www.pro3-racing.com
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Photo by Christian Bouchez.

2013 Concours d’Elegance

7 Series, and we were fortunate to have
more than a dozen beautiful examples
of BMW’s luxury sedan front and center
on the lawn. In keeping with this year’s
theme, BMW Seattle brought a brand
new 7 Series to the event for attendees
to examine up close and personal. It was
a great opportunity to observe the generational evolution of BMW’s flagship
sedan by walking the line of immaculate
executive sedans.

In addition, there were many other
fine examples of BMW history new and
old on display. Peter Gleeson brought
along several examples from his extensive collection, including two M1 (one
stock, the other a fully race-prepped
Procar) and a gorgeous CSL Alpina.
There were other notable cars on the
lawn as well, including two very limited
edition 1Ms,a lot of nice E9X and E46
3 series, and 5 series cars as well as Z
car roadsters. And of course, there were

Photo by Kern Gillette.

Photo by Jim Thomson.

O n Sunday July 28, 110 proud BMW
owners from across the northwest and
Canada congregated in Renton to
take to the lawn for the 33rd annual
Concours d’Elegance, held at Renton’s
Cedar River Park as part of Renton
River Days. As is typical for this event,
attendees had the chance to view beautiful examples of cars from across the
broad spectrum of the BMW product
line, both new and old. This year’s
featured car was all generations of the

The 7 Series was well represented as the featured model.

Event chairman Steve Questad showed his E30 M3.

Peter Gleeson’s M1 ProCar was a hit with spectators.

Photo by Christian Bouchez.

Photo by Christian Bouchez.

Peter Gleeson talks about his CSLs.
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great examples of BMW’s vintage rides,
including wonderful examples of the
perennial 2002 and E30 cars.
For many lucky attendees, all that
work polishing and buffing paid off with
a handsome glass trophy. Our Featured
Car class had three winners—first place
went to William Cameron with his 1990
750iL, second went to Tim Sekerak in
his 2001 740i, and third went to Paul
Melrose for his 1990 735i. The Best In
Show Award went to Gary Ostrom for
his beautiful 2008 M5. Peter Gleeson
picked up the Preservation Award for
his 1981 M1. The People’s Choice Award
went to Darren Hattingh, somewhat fittingly, for his 2000 740i. See the full list
of first, second, and third place winners
in each category listed on page 16.
Despite the mid-summer timeframe
for this event each year, there is always
an open question around the weather—
this is Seattle, after all, and rain and

Concours events go together about as
well as peanut butter and sauerkraut.
Every year, attendees wonder, will
Mother Nature cooperate with their
desire to show their polished pride and
joy? There have been some years where
the trek to the lawn was accompanied
by raindrops, making that last-minute
detail at the event a much larger task.
Thankfully, nature did indeed cooperate
this year; the day dawned a bit cloudy
with a distinct chill in the air, but as the
event progressed, the sun won out and
appeared from behind the clouds. And
most importantly, we all stayed dry!
Special thanks are in order for
our Premiere Sponsor, BMW Seattle.
Without their very generous contributions year after year, this show would
simply not be possible. We also want to
thank Griot’s Garage and LeMay Family Collection for their contributions to
this year’s show. Our complete list of

sponsors for this year’s event is listed
below. As always, please offer them your
thanks and support.
Finally, thanks are in order for Steve
Questad, chief organizer for this year’s
Concours d’Elegance. There is a lot of
effort that goes in to arranging all the
logistics for a show like this. Steve was
instrumental in organizing all the activities and volunteers for this year’s event,
and he’s the reason things appeared to
come off without a hitch. Thanks also go
out to all the volunteers and judges who
helped make this year’s show a success.
In the first part of 2014, as the days
grow longer and thoughts of summer
car activities dance through everyone’s
mind, planning will be full swing for
next year’s Concours d’Elegance. Of
course, you’ll hear more details here as
we get closer. In the meantime, enjoy
the rest of the season, and we hope to
see you on the lawn in Renton in 2014!
Rick Selby

Photo by Jim Thomson.

Photo by Christian Bouchez.

Continued on page 16

We had both M1s and 1Ms in attendance.

Peter Gleeson’s very early CSL is called the “Cow Car” due to
its paint scheme.

Peter Gleeson bought this dark blue M1 from the original
owner, Johnny Cecotto, factory BMW racer.

Photo by Christian Bouchez.

Photo by Christian Bouchez.

A beautiful 5 Series Touring.

www.bmwpugetsound.com
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2013 Concours d’Elegance

Continued from page 15

Photo by Kathleen Gillette.

2013 CONCOURS EVENT WINNERS

Best in Show winner Gary Ostrom.

2013 Event Sponsors
BMW Seattle
www.bmwseattle.com
Griot’s Garage
www.griotsgarage.com
LeMay Family Collection
www.lemaymarymount.org
High Gear Creative
www.highgearcreative.com/
IKEA
www.ikea.com/us/en/
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Class

Place

Name

Year

Model

Vintage Cars
		
		

1st
2nd
3rd

Peter Gleeson
Jerry Ward
Lee Martin

1971
2002
1971

CSL Alpina
2800CS

Classic Cars
		
		

1st
2nd
3rd

Keith Fournier
Steve Melrose
Brandon Curneen

1988
1988
1991

M3
M6
E30

Early Cars
		
		

1st
2nd
3rd

Dante Morelli
Rick Gulstrom
Rick Selby

2002
1999
1999

M5
M3
M3

Small Cars
		
		

1st
2nd
3rd

John Shustar
Max Strune
Ken Soma

2011
2011
2013

1M
1M
M3

Big Cars
		
		

1st
2nd
3rd

Gary Ostrom
Tony Moore
Adrew Isar

2008
2012
2006

M5
550i
650i

X Class

*

Ariel Marbas

2007

X3

Z Class
		
		

1st
2nd
3rd

James Johnston
Tony Fackelmann
Carlos Chaves

2004
2004
2003

Z4
Z4
Z4

Feature Cars
		
		

1st
2nd
3rd

William Cameron
Tim Sekerak
Paul Melrose

1990
2001
1990

750il
740i
735i

Best in Show

*

Gary Ostrom

2008

M5

Preservation Award

*

Peter Gleeson

1981

M1

People’s Choice

*

Darren Hattingh

2000

740il
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Club Elections
It ’s that time of year when we start
working on the Club elections for the
2014 Board of Directors. The Club is soliciting members to serve on the Board
of Directors for the 2014 calendar year.
The elected positions include: President,
Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer,
Membership Coordinator, Concours
Coordinator, and Tour Coordinator. To
be eligible for President you must have
been on the board for the immediately
preceding two years. To be Vice-President,
Secretary or Treasurer, you must have
been on the board for the immediately
preceding year. Other positions are open
to those who have been Club members
in good standing for at least one year.
The four officer positions, President,
Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer,
have a two-year term limit. The nonofficer positions (everything else) have
no term limit.
If you would like to be involved in the
administration of the Club, we always
welcome volunteers. But this isn’t
simply a matter of coming to a board
meeting once a month and voicing your
opinion. The Club has no paid Board of
Directors. That means everything that
happens in this Club via board positions
happens through the efforts of volunteers.
In other words, board positions mean a
commitment to work! That’s not to say
that involvement in Club administration
isn’t fun, it is. Most board members find
their work on the board and with the
other board members to be enjoyable
and rewarding.

Here are the duties of the various
elected board positions:
President—Responsible for the overall
operation of the Club. Leads board
meetings and makes sure all the other
board members are doing their jobs.
Vice President—Fills in when the President is unavailable and other duties as
assigned by the board.
Secretary—Records the minutes of
board meetings.
Treasurer—Responsible for the financial
affairs of the Club including preparing
financial statements, reports to National
and the annual tax return.
Membership Coordinator—Handles
mailings to new members and the
recruitment of new members.
Concours Coordinator—Responsible for
all aspects of the Club’s annual Concours
d’Elegance in July.
Tour Coordinator—Organizes or facilitates
Club driving tours.
Other appointed board positions are:
Tech Event Coordinator—Organizes or
facilitates Club technical events. These
are usually hosted by a business.
Special Events Coordinator—The board
liaison with the various Special Interest
Groups.
Editor in Chief — Responsible for
creation of communications to the
membership at large. This includes the
publication of the Zündfolge.
New Media Coordinator — Responsible
for the social media communications
with the membership at large—includes
the website, Facebook and twitter.

Track—Manages all aspects of the
Club’s high-speed track driving program. Track also has two committee
members on the board.
Besides board positions, there are
other ways to get involved. Attend
board meetings as a general member.
You can also get involved with one
of the Club committees including the
track driving events committee, tech
committee, the Zündfolge staff and the
Concours d’Elegance committee. Chair
an event such as a general meeting, tour,
rally or tech session. Getting involved
in one of these committees or chairing
an event is probably the best way to find
out whether you might enjoy a board
position in the future.
For those that would like to run for
one of the elected board positions for
2014, please contact one or all of the
committee members (contact information below) or send your expression
of interest to the Club post office box.
We can tell you more about the duties
of each position and what to expect
in the way of a time commitment. The
deadline is October 1. If there are any
contested positions, there will be a
ballot and candidacy statements in the
November/December Zündfolge.
Board terms are for the calendar year.
Election results will be announced in
the January/February Zündfolge.
Email elections@bmwpugetsound.com
to nominate Club members for positions
or if you are interested in helping out in
other ways.
Your election committee is Steve
Libby, Michelle Miller, Kathleen Gillette
and de-Anna Martin.

PATRICK MILLER

OMNI

“25 years of
precision automotive
ser vice”

BRAKE & ALIGNMENT, Inc.
11908 - 124 Ave. NE
Kirkland, WA 98034
(Totem Lake)

www.bmwpugetsound.com

425-823-1511
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Red Mountain Wine Tour Recap
The 2013 wine tour to Red Mountain
was a huge success with 40 participants
gathering on a Friday morning to
embark on a sunny warm weekend of
fun roads, fast cars, and wine. Just not
all at the same time.
Fidelitas and winemaker Charlie
Hoppes highlighted our weekend on
Red Mountain with a taco extravaganza
dinner on Friday then a private facility
tour and barrel tasting on Saturday. I
could not believe how mature the 2012
barrels were at this early stage of oak
aging, and am anxiously awaiting their
release starting next year. Charlie was
recently awarded Seattle Magazine’s

Winemaker of the Year to add to his
impressive resume of producing outstanding wines.
We enjoyed wonderful hospitality and
wine at Hightower, Col Solare, Tapteil,
and Goose Ridge, though my moment
came on Saturday while at Kiona for lunch
and wine tasting when John Williams
made an appearance! No, not composer
John Williams, the wine legend John
Williams! He spoke at length to our
group about his journey, which started

Charlie Hoppes pouring barrel tastes.

Col Solare parking lot.
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over 40 years ago, that transformed Red
Mountain from undeveloped desert to
the highly coveted Red Mountain AVA
it is today. John Williams is a true legend
in Washington viticulture and I was
honored to enjoy his company and
conversation.
If you were not able to attend in
2013, keep your eye out for next year’s
wine tour-a return to Willamette Valley
and the wonderful world of Pinot Nior.
Dane Martin

Photos by Matt Brendemuehl.

Drive to Sunday At The Depot 2013

When Byron Sanborn wrote to tell me
he would be bringing his fully restored
Chamonix 2002 Turbo to our Second
Annual BMW CCA PSR Drive to
Sunday At The Depot, I knew things
could get interesting. Still, as we drove
down to the Mount Vernon Amtrak
Station that morning I wasn’t sure what
to expect. The goal of the gathering was
to introduce Club members to events in
the far-north Puget Sound area (further
north than Federal Way that is) and
once again both the event and the Club
members did not disappoint.
With the Concours held just the
previous weekend I wasn’t expecting
much as I pulled off I-5 but there it
was— a parking lot full of beautiful
BMWs keeping Byron’s ’02 Turbo
company, including Denny Organ’s
gorgeous Malaga over Tan Bavaria and
Edward McRae’s stunning S54 powered

’01 Z3 M Coupe Clown Shoe (with
sunroof delete even!), not to mention
at least one each of every generation
of M3. My ’01 530i Sport 5MT was
hardly worthy of leading this group but
I figured I’d give it a shot (and hoped
Edward would cut me some slack in the
Chuckanut twisties this year).
We headed out to Highway 11 for a
spirited but safe and sane drive north
through the Chuckanuts to Bellingham,
led by yours truly. Ed was nice enough
to fill my rearview mirror with Z3 M
Coupe on a couple occasions. We all
managed to stay together and paraded
into Fairhaven then on to downtown
Bellingham where we made a grand
entrance into Depot Market Square and
Ron Ager’s sixth annual Sunday at the
Depot European Car Show.
After lining up our Bimmers we were
able to get back to visiting and checking

out all the cool cars Ron managed to
bring to the show. This year’s event
celebrated both fifty years of the Porsche
911 and ninety years of BMW motorcycles so both were well represented.
When the People’s Choice awards were
passed out Byron’s 2002 Turbo earned a
Silver Medal. Not bad at all considering
the competition.
As the show wrapped up some of
us headed to Boundary Bay Brewery
for a nice cold one then still had plenty
of time for a drive home through the
curves along Chuckanut. What a great
day—perfect weather, perfect pastries, a
perfect drive to the show and a perfect
afternoon. It doesn’t get much better
than Bellingham in August. We’ll
definitely do it again next year and of
course three will be the charm!
Tony Cava

Byron Sanborn and his 2002 Turbo.

www.bmwpugetsound.com

September/October 2013

ZüNDFOLGE

19

View from the Driver’s Seat
L ate summer in Washington is
an absolutely stunning time of year.
That also goes for all the beautiful
cars I’ve seen at the spring and
summer car shows, tours and social
gatherings. I’ve said several times
that I’ve met some of my closest
friends at Club activities. It is the
common bond we all start with in
this Club and magical things happen
from there. We are not always about
cars, but the enthusiasm we have for
them brings us together. I personally
had the opportunity to attend the
Red Mountain Wine tour and it was
stunning to see all the attendees
driving up and down Sunset road
where many smiles and waves were
exchanged.
In 2010, we hired a group of
consultants to help us evaluate our
value proposition, goals of what we
defined as services, and how to market
Club offerings to our members. We
have referred to this as our 2020
Strategic Vision. Below I’ve provided
an update to benchmark where we
targeted to be in 2013. In membership, we are not hitting our five
percent growth target, which we
anticipated in 2011, 2012 and 2013,
but this year isn’t over yet. With the
introduction of new car models and
styles, there is a need to expand our
offerings to appeal to each audience.
We are getting there slowly, but we
can’t do it without your help and
suggestions, as we’d prefer guidance,
which would hopefully contribute
to greater member participation.
We can host member events, but if
we don’t increase participation or
add more types of options, we aren’t
serving the membership to the fullest. Does this make sense? If yes,
please let any board member hear
your suggestions or RSVP to attend
a board meeting to see what we have
up our sleeves for the Club before it
is communicated in the Zündfolge or
on the website. If you don’t want to
attend a board meeting, email me at
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president@bmwpugetsound.com for
suggestions.
Communication with the membership is a hot topic and to stay current
there are new avenues for announcements to the members of the Club.
We’ve adopted the changes recommended by the 2020 Strategic Vision
document including reduced print of
the Zündfolge magazines, increasing
participation with Facebook, Twitter
and an email called Around the
Sound. Who knew that almost two
years ago, we’d be inviting you to
opt-in or opt-out of receiving the
Zündfolge via email, rather than
‘snail mail?’ We have gone beyond
this and are now announcing the
PDF version of Zündfolge is available to read weeks before it lands in
your mail box. There is still a value
to the print magazine, however we
are finding ‘just in time’ communication via the Around the Sound and
Facebook advertising are proving
very successful ways to tell you about
Club events. With this information
the Zündfolge committee is evaluating the content and shelf stability
of each issue and would welcome
feedback, positive or constructive,
to help hone in our print publication
as a premier Club magazine. Please
send suggestions to Zundfolge@
bmwpugetsound.com.
Now, that I’ve talked about the
print magazine how do you think the
new media stuff is working? It has
been rewarding to see the main website continue to increase in unique
users and longer staying times, per
stats from our New Media Coordinator. The forum has had reduced
interest over time, but still has a
place in our Club. For instance, the
classified ads in the magazine have
moved over to the forum ‘For Sale’
section. Have a car you want to sell?
The Forum is the place for you. Want
to find out when the board meetings
or High Performance Driving Days
are? The main website is for you.
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Take that .vbb extension bookmark
out of your favorites and head over
to www.bmwpugetsound.com. You’ll
find a sliding graphic with upcoming
events on the top of the page and on
the right the upcoming events with an
icon legend that will be sure to strike
your fancy.
The Strategy/Implementation
portion of the 2020 Strategic Vision
is a little easier said than executed.
That part is coupled in a term called
Volunteerism. Each member of the
Board is a non-paid position and I’ve
commented on this before—events
can’t be done without volunteers.
Question is how do we gain more
volunteers or open up the door to
invite more people to help us expand
the organizational muscle and insight
to reflect on accomplishments
or improve for future productions? I
am inviting YOU to participate and
help the board make this the best
Club it can be. I’m going to create a
distribution list for volunteers and if
you are willing to help from time to
time and are available, you can respond and an event chair will gladly
utilize your support to help ensure
the event is successful. Please send
your email information to president@
bmwpugetsound.com. I promise
this list will remain private and used
within reason.
In closing, I was thrilled to see all
the gorgeous cars at our premier car
show, the Concours d’Elegance, in
Renton and would love to see this
event grow. It provides that common
thread of parked cars and the ability
for you to socialize with your neighboring car owners or talk to an owner
of a car you dream of having. All that
talk leads to friendships and lasting
ones. This Club is for the members, by
the members, of the members. Thank
you for your continued support and
membership. Now let’s see you get
out of the garage and keep driving
those beauties around.
From the driver’s seat,
de-Anna Martin, President

