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Autocross Is Back

What is an autocross? An autocross
is a timed event in which one nego-
tiates a course defined by orange high-
way cones. Because the emphasis is
placed on car control, speeds rarely
reach above 45 mph. This is a great
way to improve your driving skills in a
controlled environment.

The schedule for this year is as
follows:

May 16 - Driving School

May 17 — Autocross (practice
what was taught on the 16th)
June 14

July 12

Aug. 16

Sept. 27

All events will be held at the Boeing
Space Center’s northwest parking lot.
If you find yourself hooked, and would
like to participate in more events than
listed above, there is an autocross held
almost every weekend. The Western
Washington Sports Car Council pro-
vides a 24 hour hot line to keep people
in the area informed of events being
held. The number is 255-8658. So
come out and see what autocross is all
about. More on the May school in next
month’s issue,

General Meeting at
Bellevue BMW

Our April general meeting will be
hosted by Bellevue BMW. The date is
April 22nd, Wednesday, at 7:30 p.m.
Yes, that’s a Wednesday, not our tradi-
tional Thursday. The Board says
Thursday is a hot TV night, so we’re
adjusting to try and lure more of you to
the meeting.

Bellevue hasn’t hosted a meeting for
quite a while. This will be the club’s
first meeting in their new building,
even though they moved several years
ago. Also, this will be an opportunity
to meet the new management team.
Long time general manager David
Wilson is no longer there.
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Calendar

March 28 General Meeting at Details, Details. See how to get that
bimmer to shine. More details within.

April 2 Board Meeting hosted by Michael and Mary Lee Helton. All
members welcome.

April 22 General Meeting at Bellevue BMW. Don’t miss our first
meeting at Bellevue in years.

June 7 Autocross at Kent Space Center. This marks our return to
WWSCC.

June 13 Wine Tour of Western Washington.

July 1 Wednesday Nighter at SIR.

July 12 Concours d’Elegance.

July 18 Track Day at PIR,

August 17 Track Day at SIR. This is a Monday, all day. Prior
experience required. Lots of track time! Plan now!

October 18 High Performance Driving School. The club’s annual. Don’t

miss it!

The topic for the meeting is Euro-
pean Delivery. BMW has an excellent
program for taking delivery of a new
BMW at the factory. With all the great
stuff BMW is offering, this presenta-
tion should be of interest to many club
members. The presentation is a multi-
media, slide show.

The parts department will remain
open during the meeting and will be
offering special pricing. More next
month but mark your calendars now.

Phantom Restorations

We tried having a general meeting
on a Saturday, to avoid the winter
dark and drizzle, and it worked. About
40 people attended at-Phantom Restora-
tions.

Greg Soter, owner, told us about his
shop, some of the restorations under-
way, and especially about the BMW
Veritas we all came to see. The owner
of the rare Veritas, Gordon Hoenig,
also was there to tell us about the car.
Gordon and his wife arrived stylishly
in their Bentley Turbo R.

Club members were treated to bev-
erages, a buffet lunch and cheesecake.
Thanks to Greg Soter for allowing us
to visit. It’s just too bad the Dusenberg
(originally owned by Bo Jangles) that
was in the shop a couple of weeks
before our meeting, was gone!

-David Lightfoot
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Ford Astrolabe. [.ast month saw
my temporary removal to San Diego,
which has much warmer rain than
Seattle this time of year. The local
sights included a truck burning to the
ground on 1-8, a Blackbird at the air
museum with about 420 hours and 220
flights (1 figure over a million dollars
for an hour of flight time on that plane;
your tax dollars at work) and an
incredibly alive 10 meter band at Point
Loma, where with a whip antenna on
the rental car and 100 watts we could
reach Australia, Japan, Anchorage,
Argentina and Atlanta. We missed the
Great Sewage Break, but not by much.

I also had the misfortune of renting
a car from Hertz. Hertz has a wide
selection of cars, so long as you like
Fords, and 1 suppose some people
actually get the model they reserve,
though I have never had this experience
at any rental agency. I also learned that
if you bring the car back a day early,
the rate goes up 50%. That’s right, it
costs more to have the car a shorter
time. This is the sort of forward think-
ing which has made America what it is
today. Isubsequently learned that Ford
owns 509 of Hertz, which explains
their range of models and, frankly,
diminishes the prospect that yr obd svt
will ever own a Dearborn product.

Well, Hertz fitted me out with some-
thing called an Astro. It had disks on
the front, drums with ABS on the rear,
and no owner’s manual. The engine is
sort of shoved under the cowling with
hoses and wires piled on top, so its
configuration cannot be determined
(youcan't see the spark plugs orintake
or exhaust runners — this would be a
real beast to work on); I assume it was
a V-6. The engine was pleasingly
smooth and rattle-free in the higher
RPM ranges, unlike Fords of yore, but
it did not have the guts to impressively
motorvate a barge of this tonnage.
This is an enormous vehicle, with a
high wheelhouse, and it has these vast
plastic panels inside which will cost a
fortune to replace when the hull gets

Stalls

by Thomas B. Nast

scraped. The build quality was good,
in terms of absence of wind noise,
rattles and squeaks. The instruments
were deeply cowled, and 1 found 1 had
to turn on the running lights to illu-
minate the instruments in the shade,
just to be able to see them. The turning
radius was excessive, but it felt more
like it was steered by tiller and rudder
than by turning the front wheels. It is
impossible to judge the front or back
during maneuvering; [ expect a brisk
trade in Astro bumper parts.

My most amusing experience with it
was when [ was making a moderate
starboard jibe and the front right
window rolled down. I rolled it back
up, but later the same thing happened
again. Turns out the front seats, which
have no grip, and the body roll conspire
to push the driver against the driver’s
door, where his knee activates the
window switches. Hmmmm. But the
Myopia in Design award goes to the
radio treatment. The radio can be
adjusted not just by the driver, but by
the passenger immediately behind the
driver, who has another set of controls.
Which controls cannot be defeated by
the driver. And this is a “family” car,
meaning children will sit in the middle
row of seats. It did not take my daughter
long to discover these controls.
Argghhhh.

The Astro is a cargo ship, not a
cutter. [t does the job, competently but

without inspiration. Re-rig the controls
and throw in a couple of longshoremen
for docking maneuvers, and I might
even be able to recommend it.

Truth is stranger dep’t. Retentive
readers will recall that in January 1991
we printed the following item, tongue
firmly in cheek: “Regie Nationale de
Usines Volvo announces it has shipped
the tooling for the Renault 19 to
Quebec, where it will open an assembly
line to recapture a place in America’s
small car market. Malcolm Bricklin,
who has been hired as point man for
the venture, states that ‘We will
combine the economy of Renault with
the durability, safety and reputation of
Volvo. Thereis no reason why Renault
should not do as well in America as it
does in Europe, year in and year out.’
By using existing equipment and
depleting European shelves of spare
parts, the car, bearing a Volvo name-
plate, should reach showroom floors
in record time.”

So one wonders if Ziindfolge was
the source for a New York Times
January 30, 1992 article, which follows
in its entirety: “Volvo A.B. is con-
sidering adding a lower-priced model
to its American line that would most
likely be built by the French auto
maker Renault S.A., acompany official
said. “We have a need in that area, and
Renault has a tradition for less expen-
sive cars, which at some point could be
offered by our U.S. dealers,” said Bob
Austin, director of communications
for Volvo Cars of North America,
which is based here. Any such model
would be priced below Volvo’s least
expensive car, which is the 240 sedan
priced at $21,000, Mr. Austin said,
adding that there was no timetable for
the plan.”

And from AutoWeek (02-10-92):
“Still in the discussion stage is a planin
which Renault would sell a smali car,
like the Renault 19 or 21, in Volvo
dealerships. A Volvo Cars North
America spokesman said Volvo hasno
cars prices between $13,000 and $20,000
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Malaga, Spain sits next to the Medi-
terranean like a sapphire on pearles-
cent blue velvet. The gray-green moun-
tains and tile-roofed haciendas are
highly reminiscent of Santa Barbara.
Even the late January weather is very
like Santa Barbara; sunny, comforta-
ble days and cool nights. An excellent
locale for BMW to unveil the new 3-
series Coupe.

“What took them so long,” you ask?
How difficult can it be to make a four-
door into a two-door? In this case it
wasn’t that simple. Although the clues
are subtle, the Coupe is not merely the
now-familiar four-door with two of
the doors lopped off. Yes, both cars
share the same platform, wheelbase,
and overall length, but none of the
sheetmetal is common.

As a BMW spokesman admitted, it
would’ve been cheaper and easier to
keep the existing 4-door’s silhouette
and simply revise the door structure.
But they felt the potential coupe cus-
tomer is a sportier soul who wants a
car with a sleeker, more aggressive
stance. So they rolled up their sleeves,
sharpened their styling pencils, and
turned to a new page in their sketch
pads.

Starting at the front, everything has
been moved down and back. The hood-
line and beltline are lower, and the pas-
senger compartment’s been moved rear-
ward over three inches. The windshield
is raked back several more degrees and
the roof lowered an inch. The back
window is also more steeply angled
and the rear deck shortened, while the
edge of the trunk lid has been extended

3 -2 =1 Fine Coupe

by Jim Tulk

and reshaped to make the rear more
concave. Even the taillights are shorter
and wider. Last, but far from least, the
bumpers are now painted to match the
body. The end result is the squat, long-
hood, short-rear deck look that’s
implied sportiness ever since it was
popularized by the 1964 Mustang.
Except for rear quarter panels that
look a bit slab-sided from certain
angles, it’s a very integrated, attractive
redesign.

Very little has changed under the
skin. Why mess with a good thing? The
front MacPherson strut suspension is
carried over, as is the multi-link inde-
pendent rear suspension. Four-wheel
disc brakes, with ABS of course, put
their stopping power to very attractive
15X7” alloy wheels wearing 205/60
rubber. Two engines are offered: the
smooth 2.5-liter six from this car’s
four-door sibling, and the 1.8-liter
multi-valve four seen in last year’s
318is. A revamping of the four’s induc-
tion system has bumped the horse-
power from 134 to 138. As before, the
four-cylinder only comes with a 5-

speed manual trans while the six can be
mated to either the 5-speed manual or
a 4-speed automatic trans.

Two things stand out when you
approach the Coupe to climb in. First,
the rear side window extends forward
to the edge of the door window, cover-
ing the B pillar. This was done to give
the Coupe the pillarless look of the
850i. Then, when you grab the door
handle, you’ll notice immediately that
the door window drops down about
half an inch. This is another detail bor-
rowed from the 850i. Like the 850, the
Coupe has frameless windows with
channels mounted to the roof. To clear
the channel, the window retracts when
you open the door and shuts when you
close it.

Once inside, you’ll find comfortable,
familiar surroundings. The dashboard,
though it sits lower due to the reduced
cowl height, is laid out the same as the
four-door. The steering wheel angle is
now adjustable via a lever under the
column. The standard seats are also
from the four-door; adjustable for dis-
tance, height and rake by four levers.
With such a wide variety of adjust-
ments, just about everyone should be
able to find a suitable driving position.
The only glitch could be headroom; I
found it barely adequate with the seat
at the bottom of its travel, and a six-
foot plus member of our group was
relegated to either slouching uncom-
fortably or driving with his head firmly
pressed to the headliner.

Rear seat room is also reduced, but
not to the point of it being a penalty
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Parts & Service For

V.W.» MERCEDES » TOYOTA s BMW
NISSAN « PORSCHE « HONDA » VOLVO ¢ AUDI
and other Forelgn Cars

* FACTORY TRAINED MECHANICS
 STATE CERTIFIED EMISSION SPECIALIST

HRS MON-FRI 7-5

833 8161 or 872-0085

B2 &8 725 Auburn Way N.-Auburn

BMWACA
Puget Sound Region

Board of Directors
1992

President Paul Touby
3517 S. 8th
Tacoma, WA 98405

752-7549

Andy Kubelbeck
18411 S. Tapps Dr. E.
Sumner, WA 98390
863-2771

Vice
President

Secretary Joan Rodgers
22526 - 241st Ave. S.E.
Maple Valley, WA 98038

432-2336

Tom Cox

11682 Holmes Pt. Dr. N.E.
Kirkland, WA 98034
823-5683

Treasurer

Membership Mary Lee Helton
4700 Somerset Ave. S.E.
Bellevue, WA 98006

643-4729

Roster
Manager

Greg Mierz

6010 California Ave. S.W.
Seattle, WA 98136
935-2844

Ziindfolge
Editors

Technical

Track
Events

Auto Cross

Past
President

Lucetta and

David Lightfoot

2641 - 39th Ave. West
Seattle, WA 98199
282-2641

Chuck Christensen
3212 N.W. 59th St.
Seattle, WA 98107
784-4496

Gary Parr

3573 E. “L” St.
Tacoma, WA 98404
472-4505

Michael Thompson
10821 S.E. 172nd St., #4-A
Renton, WA 98055
228-0848

Bill Muse
12437 N.E. 146th Pl.
Kirkland, WA 98034
488-6873

Please limit phone calls to these volunteers between the hours of 9 a.m. and 9 p.m.

BMW Quality

Reports from Europe have indicated
plenty of problems with the new 3-
series. Car magazine writes that the
new 3s are averaging warranty costs of
800 pounds per car. Most of the prob-
lems are related to the build quality of
the interior.

The most common faults include:
leaking/rattling/noisy sunroof, wind
noise from the mirrors, poor door seal-
ing, dash squeaks, poor directional
stability, oil losses, faulty seats, non-
functional wipers, inoperative instru-
ments, poor body fit, faulty seatbelts,
etc.

Many of these problems have been
fixed; most before cars were shipped to
North America. At least if BMW is
doing their beta testing in the field,
they’re doing it in Europe.

To BMW?s credit, fixes have been
forthcoming and the problems have
been covered under warranty.

Maybe it just takes BMW a while to
get it right, The 7-series, when intro-
duced, had no end of minor, niggling
problems, mostly electrical or elec-
tronic. But the latest Power survey
showed 7-series owners as the most sat-
isfied owners of European cars after
three years.

M POWER SOUNDS CASSETTE

special BMW audio cassette & booklet
documenting the history of BMW
Motorsport's racing $28
ALL PARTS ARE GENUINE BMW
- M3 frnt A-arm buskings $149 pr
- i linkage kit with tools $100
- 1602-2002 lock set $132
- 3.0 CSL ailoy wheels $148 ea.
T 1-301-744-2697 ©
FAX us your needs list: 1-301-744-5678

Maximillian Importing Co.
606 Maiden Choice, Balt. MD 21228
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Where Quality is the Difference.

syslems ;

Unibody/Frame Repair
LASER ACCURACY

RNR Automotive Refinishing, Incorporated |
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Evans industrial Park

Richard Scott

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE

IMPORT SPECIALISTS 1508-128th PI. NE.
COLOR MATCH GUARANTEE Bellevue, WA 98005

INSURANCE WORK 453_2898

Tires

PLUS

Discounters
~ 27277 of HIGH
sy PERFORMANCE
e\ TiRes
W= & WHEELS
PRICE:

Low Discount Prices.

SELECTION: Over 4,000 tires in stock
- Pirelli, Goodyear, Yokohama, Bridge-
stone, Michelin, B.F. Goodrich, and
Cooper.

SERVICE: Friendly, informed sales
people; FREE tire mounting using
European Tire Machines for Touchless
Mag Wheel Mounting. All wheels are
hand torqued to manufacturer’s specs.

== 12540 N.E. 124th Street

[&=1 Kirkland (Totem Lake)
="g21.9200

= 13310 Bel-Red Road
Bellevue (Next to Olympic
Boats, behind JB Factory Carpets)

641-7300

$1,000 instant credit plan 0.A.C. with no money down,

CAMPBELL/NELSON

Auto-Wrecking

USED PARTS

REBUILDABLES

\USED CARS
A

The Northwest's largest selection for BMW

Quotes Gladly! SAAB
(206) 771-4931  pORSCHE

, VW
Quahty AUDI

USED PARTS §%% 500

SAT. 9:00 to 4:00

205th & Aurora  Across from Aurora Village




BMW

IS OUR
BUSINESS.

« 15% Discount for Membhers

« Wa use only genuine OEM parts

e Factory trained service technicians

e Complete & accurate phone estimates

e 32 Years Combined Experience with BNW
* Frree shuttie to work or home

644-7770

German Car Specialists =

12408 S.E. 38th, Bellevue (Behind,Factoria Cinemas)

VINES

Specializing in
BMW Parts

NEW
&
USED

Sheetmetal & Interiors

Engine & Transmissions
L ]
Maintenance Items
& Accessories

Exhaust & Brake Parts

2460 Morgan Road, S.E.
Bessemer, Alabama 35020

(205) 426-2697

BMW ACA

Puget Sound Region
P.O. Box 1259
Bellevue, WA 98009
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