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The President's Corner 
My name is Bill Muse, and I'm the -not on how to get fired. (Hell, I'll bet I BMW ACA the best marque club 

new club president - which is another know as much as Msr. Bergerac about around! 
way of saying that I was the only one lip gloss; I spent enough time studying 
who was absent from the meeting at it throughout my school years, f'gosh 
which the Board decided to appoint a sakes!) But enough of this personal 
new president. harping on what I want out of this 

That is not actually true, but it presidency. I'll take my tongue out of 
probably seemed to Tom Williams my cheek and tell you what ALL of the 
that this would be the only way his Board wants for the club. 
replacement could be found. I'll take We are in the process of putting 
this moment to thank Tom for his together the year's calendar and we 

"' 
efforts and good work over the last have several good events and meetings 

~ three years. I'm looking forward to planned. We're looking for more inter-s; making an attempt at filling his shoes esting ways to get all of the members ~ 

2 .: 
':::! as president - a position I've wanted for involved in the club activities. So if any N 

a long time. Actually, what I REALLY of you have some thoughts in this area, 
wanted was to be president of IBM, or please let one of us know - we're eager 
maybe Harvard - but the BMW ACA to hear from you. The activity calendar BMW Introduces Tonneau 
will work out just as well, I'm sure should be ready for the March issue of Cover For 3-Series 
... maybe even better. Zundfolge, so now is the time to offer Convertibles Let's consider for a minute the chances your suggestions. We will of course be 
of IBM or Harvard being involved in a offering the Fest Northwest with the A tonneau cover, designed to pro-
hostile takeover. Nil, right? Exactly concours and a driving event; the Vic- tect the interior of an automobile from 
my point. Since all of us are well aware toria Tour is being planned; BMW the harmful effects of the sun's rays, is 
that the presidents of organizations Seattle is looking into when the new 3 now available for all BMW 3-Series 
that get swallowed up get fired, AND Series will be available for previewing; (E30) convertibles. 
they get large golden parachutes to there will be a Yakima wine tour; and a The tonneau cover is manufactured 
soften their landing. Do I sense a little nice list of possible monthly meeting from the finest black, three-ply Stay-
doubt in your belief that this is a good places. One of the things that I'm very fast convertible top material, the same 
deal? We all want the job, we want to excited about is our getting back into a material used on the factory soft top, 
succeed, and want to prove that we are good autocrossing series. It looks like and can be used either while driving or 
up to the challenge! That's good, and we will be able to join with the Wes tern when the car is stationary. 
certainly the right thing to do, but-and Washington Sports Car Council, and Initial installation takes about 45 
this is a Big But ... a Roseanne Barr take part in their events. We are also minutes. Subsequent fitting or remo-
Butt . . . it's far more lucrative to be looking into the very likely possibility val of the cover takes only minutes and 
fired WELL. To illustrate my point, I of a joint venture with BMW ACA is secured with black anodized snaps 
refer you to the 1986 Business Week Portland at PIR. This is being planned and hook and loop fastener. 
chart of the highest-paid executives. as an overnight tour, with a day at the When the vehicle is parked, the ton- ... 
The top earner for that year got track and a night of fun and food at a neau cover can be zipped to fully cover 
$12,729,000, which sounds like a nice great German restaurant in Portland. the interior. When used during driv-
piece of change for a year's work, until And we will also have our October ing, it can be positioned to uncover 
you consider that Michel C. Bergerac, driving school at SIR. The annual either the driver's seat or both front 
who had been chairman of Revlon, got banquet will close the year's activities, seats. The tonneau cover comes with a 
$32,000,000 fo r hitting the bricks! and will be the time to usher in a new carrying case for storage of the cover 
That's close to three times the money Board. when not being used. 
for NOT working - so it 's obvious to So unless I can get some takeover The BMW tonneau cover is availa-
me that it pays better to not work, to be options cooking that will at least put ble exclusively at authorized BMW 
taken over and thrown out. I cancelled me in an 850 coupe, I hope to see all of dealerships under part number 88 88 1 
my subscription to Business Week at you at as many of our events that you 700 011 . Suggested retail price is 
that point because they kept writing can find the time to attend this year, to $563.00 plus installation. 
articles on how to succeed in business thank you for this opportunity to keep - BMW NA Press Release 



• EXTENSIVE INVENTORY 
• DISCOUNT PRICES 
• QUALITY BMW PARTS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
• FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 
• EASY-TO-READ 100 pp $3°0 

• NOWTOLL-FREE ORDERING 

800-535-2002 
Announcing all new BMW 

Parts and Accessories Showroom 

44 Exeter Street, Newmarket, NH 03857 

JllETRIC MECHANIC. 
The "NEW" 2500cc, 3800cc & 

4000cc HiFlo ST Engines: 
These engines were actually a significant 

departure from our 2200 cc & 3500 cc HiFlo 
ST Engines. Although they all share the same 
ported HiFlo Surface Turbulence™ heads, 
the bottom ends (short blocks) are not similar 
in any of their major components. The new 
2.5, 3.8 and 4.0 liter engines use a 94 mm 
strengthened crankshaft with larger rod 
journals and heavy duty tri-metal rod 
bearings for higher load capacity. The 
connecting rod is lightweight and longer to 
reduce rod angularity. The pistons are forged 
Alusil™ (high silicon content) with a slipper 
skirt design and lightweight piston pins. The 
reciprocating mass (pistons & rods) of 2.5, 3.8 
and 4.0 liter engines have been reduced by an 
amazing 28%. Less internal inertia to 
overcome allows for quicker revving and 
produces the smoothness that you expect from 
a stock 2 or 3 liter BMW engines, 
respectively. Upgrading the cooling system 
and clutch (as outlined in our June '90 mailer) 
is required. These engines were kept under 
the watchful eye of Metric Mechanic for over 
a year before going on sale nationally -
January 1, 1990. 

£i~t~~~~~Yf.Ji.~l),~1>1~fii~~e'l>~~2, f Pt¥ir.ea6o4 
4439, Kansas City Mo. 64127 Fax: 816-483-5907 

The "Ultimate Transmission" 
for BMW's, 5 Year Warranty 
4 & 6 Cylinder 4 speeds __ $1095 
Pre '83 5 Speeds $1395 
'83 and later 5 Speeds $1695 
M Car Transmissions $2095 
"44 LCR Racebox" $1995 

Prices with exchange or core deposit. 

Metric Mechanic's 
HiF12,...§! Engine Series 

2200 HiFlo ST $2995 
2200 HiFlo ST Sport $3295 
2800 HiFlo ST Sport (Baby Six) _$4395 
3500 HiFlo ST $4295 
3500 HiFlo ST Sport $4595 
New 2500 HiFlo ST Sport __ $4995 
New 3800 HiFlo ST Sport __ $6295 
New 4000 HiFlo ST Sport __ $6495 

BMW Parts 
HiFlo ST & ST Sport Cylinder Heads, 
Differential Rebuilds, Rally Brake 
Systems, Maximum Stick Sway Bars, 
HiFlo Exhaust Systems, Cooling 
Systems & Accessories, Clutch 
Assembly & Tune-Up Parts, etc. 

Free Catalog 
By nationally recognized experts on BMW high 
performance. Includes info on unique engine & 
transmission rebuilds as well as our other specialty 
products. Call, write or fax for Catalog. 

Finicky. From Start to Finish. 
Finicky service for BMW, Mercedes-Benz, and Volvo owners. 

HERMANNS 
EUROPEAN AUTO SERVICE 

68th & Roosevelt 522-7766 Customer Shuttle 
Bo1ch 
Awll>O<!Hd 
S."'lce COLOGV AUTHORIZED 

EMISSION SPECIALIST 

® 
Approved 

Auto Repair 
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There's No Old Saying 
What The Future Brings 

There are many adages by which one 
can live ones life. My mother always 
told me, "You can catch more flies 
with honey than with vinegar." U nfor
tunately, she never told me why catch
ing flies is desirable, and the vinegar is 
very useful for cleaning the windows in 
my coupe. 

Another old saw is, "When in Rome, 
do as the Romans." Presumably this 
means more than donning a toga, re
clining and eating to the point of self
disgorgment (syrup of ipecac was not 
invented until the Crusades). In fact, it 
includes building and burning ("Rome 
wasn't burned in a day," or something 
like that). 

BMW, which has suffered a drop in 
American sales of about a third in the 
past few years, might wish to observe 
the hoary wisdom about paying dues 
to customs. A few non-taxing sugges
tions are offered. 

The most obvious (why haven't we 
seen this yet?) is a 3-series woody. 
Probably this should wait until the 
introduction of the station wagon ver
sion of the 3-er, the one with the vista 
cruiser eyebrow in the roof. Vinyl 
wood-grain sides and a polyethylene 
burl dash should catch fire like a 
prairie among first-time American 
buyers. Perhaps this would be a good 
time to revive the sculpted-railroad-tie 
look of the later 2002 bumpers, hark
ing back to that golden era. 

Celebrating world unity, a camou
flage M-3 with a "Nuke the Saddam
ites" bumper sticker also should sell 
well. This would only come with the 
tropical package, including a Briggs & 
Stratton in the trunk operating an air 
conditioning system that actually cools 
the car when the outside temperature is 
above 70° (another BMW first). 

An urban camoflauge model would 
be a good companion to the Abrams 
M-3 . It would come with dents, a 
cracked windshield, a bent antenna 
and a "No Radio" sign in the rear left 

talls 
by Thomas B. Nast 

window. (You figure it out.) This car 
would offer less for more, like the 
Porsche Speedster. Weight savings can 
be realized in areas such as glass 
(broken out), emblems (Beastie Boys), 
spare tire and jack ("transferred"), 
sound systems ("deinstalled") and so 
forth. An electrically rapid-heat driv
er's seat is a mandatory option, how
ever. 

And how can you hope to compete 
without a mini-van? The 735i chassis is 
the obvious choice for "grosser" treat
ment. This vehicle will be in a class by 
itself, costing double of even a Ranger 
Rover. And at last, BMW will fulfill 
our fantasy of painting on the kidney 
grilles instead of bolting on those silly, 
drag-inducing, fragile and expensive 
pieces of molded plastic. Just like cer
tain Asian companies now paint on the 
name and make of their (often other
wise indistinguishable) cars. And I, for 
one, look forward to what kind of 
hood emblem BMW will use; Chrysler 
has really set the standard with the 
midget in the engine compartment giv
ing you the finger through a hole in the 
hood of each Caravan. Can BMW top 
this, given that Iacocca has already 
installed almost every available midget? 

Another 7-series application will be 
the BMW ShortPlat. I'd put the V-12 
in this stretch truck/ van, aiming at 
folks dissatisfied with the build quality 
of their GM Suburbs. A major selling 

point is that the excise tax to which 
these are subject is much less than the 
sales tax which applies to cars, pro
vided you get a zoning variance before 
purchase. This model will really allow 
BMW to get into the mainstream, 
exploring domestic technologies once 
the exclusive province of Detroit, such 
as cup holders, white walls, crushed 
velvet sofas and front-and-back air 
conditioning systems. 

The 5-series also will lend itself to 
some niche marketing. With just a 
minor sheet metal change, the La Ran
chera model could be on the show
room floor. The bed should be made of 
the high impact plastics pioneered in 
the Z-1, and this would therefore be a 
limited production model out of the 
Motorsports division. This also would 
give Motorsports a chance to catch up 
on solid-rear-axle technology, an area 
in which it is seriously lagging. It is 
unclear whether the model will ship 
with a gun rack or whether this will be 
a dealer-installed option. California 
versions might have an optional heated 
swimming pool package, with airbags 
doubling as flotation devices. 

I think we would all be willing to let 
bygones be bygones if BMW will build 
the chariots North America deserves. 
We will forgive the 8-series, whose 
main purpose seems to be to make the 
6-series look good. We will forget the 
318i, which was water over the bridge. 
We will even pass over the 530i, whose 
sheik consumption embraced even an 
analyst to care for its cracked head. 
There's still time to drink the local 
aqua vitae, Munchkins, but we 
remember that you can lead a Roman 
to water but that won't make him 
drunk. Or something like that. 



A New BMW For 
The New Decade 

by Jim Tulk 
On December 9, BMW unveiled the 

new 3-series to America's automotive 
press. In a comprehensive presentation 
in Nime, France, they showed that 
BMW is no longer the builder of boxy 
performance sedans. The performance 
is still there, but boxy styling has gone 
the way of chrome fins and three-tone 
paint jobs. 

The introdcution of the new 3-series 
completes BMW's make-over of the 
line that started with the 7-series in '87. 
Along the way, they've totally rede
signed the 5-series, released the Zl, 
dropped the V-12 in the 750, and deve
loped the 850i . Everything they've 
learned in these exercises has been put 
into the development of the new 3. 

Although it doesn 't look it, the new 
car is 4W' longer and 2" wider than the 
model currently on our streets. The 
wheelbase grew a whopping 5", mostly 
by pushing the front wheels forward . 
All this work has led to an ideal 50-50 
weight distribution. 

The basic structure is still unibody 
construction. Advanced design tech
niques allowed them to build a much 
stiffer unibody that doesn't weight any 
more than the current 3. The assembled, 
ready-to-drive car weighs about 175 
lbs. more, which they attribute to 
increased bulk of accessories and 
sound-deadening materials. 

And what accessories! The 325i (the 
only model the U.S . will get at first) is 
"accessorized" with BMWs new 2.5-
liter, 24-valve, in-line six. This little 
stormer puts out 189 bhp @ 5900 
RPM and 181 lb-ft of torque@ 4700 
RPM. Mathematically, that's a 12% 
increase in horsepower and 10% more 
torque than the current engine. In the 
real world, it means this "family" four
door sedan is approaching the perfor
mance level of the M3. 

Except for the displacement, this 
engine bears no kinship to the previous 
"baby six." The twin cams ride in their 
own removable holders, and are driven 
by a double-row chain off the crank
shaft . This chain drives the exhaust 
cam, with another short chain off the 
exhaust driving the intake cam. The 
valves are driven directly off the cams 
through self-adjusting hydraulic 
buckets. 

The top of the cylinder head sports 
six ignition coils, each mounted directly 
to its spark plug. The spark plugs are a 
special three-electrode design. And 
don't forget that intake manifold! Cast 
in plastic, it not only weighs almost 
nothing, it needs no machining on the 
assembly line. The end result of all this 
technology is an almost maintenance
free engine. 

The wonderful powerplant is con
nected to either an automatic or 5-
speed transmission. Both transmissions 
are new designs. The 4-speed auto
matic has all-new ratios and electronic 
controls. They are also introducing a 
5-speed automatic transmission, but 
this will only be put in European cars . 
The 5-speed manual transmission fea
tures a direct drive fifth , instead of 
overdrive. BMW's engineers claim this 
reduces internal friction, increasing 
gas mileage. 

In an apparent admission that they 
got it right the first time, BMW carried 
over the front suspension design from 
the current 3. This is made up of lower 
control arms, gas-filled MacPherson 
struts, and an anti-roll bar. 

Alas, the time has come to mourn 
the passing of BMW's venerable semi
trailing arm rear suspension. Yes, this 
wondrous design that's supported 
nearly three decades worth of small 
BMWs is no more. Replacing it is a 
three-link affair originally used on the 

Zl. This design, consisting of a longi
tudinal link and upper and lower trans
verse links, does a much better job of 
keeping the wheel upright. No longer 
will the rear wheels go into radical 
negative camber mode when you load 
up the trunk and back seat. Also help
ing to control wheel motions are an 
anti-roll bar, gas-filled shocks and coil 
springs. 

The Euro 3 comes with 15" wheels, 
made of either stamped steel (with 
plastic covers) or forged aluminum 
alloy. The U.S. 325i will come only 
with the alloys which, to me, aren 't 
terribly attractive. The plastic wheels 
covers are better looking. No matter, 
most BMWs seem to end up shod with 
aftermarket wheels anyway. Tire size 
varies by model, with the 325i wearing 
205 / 60X l 5s from various manufactur
ers. The four-wheel disk brakes have 
benefited from this increase in wheel 
size, gaining l" in diameter in the front 
and W' in the rear. BMW's excellent 
ABS is still standard. 

The interior redesign is effective, 
though not as aesthetically pleasing. 
The back seat profited most from the 
increase in length, making it a much 
more pleasant place to be. I adjusted 
the driver's seat to my normal driving 
position, then tried sitting behind it. I 
found adequate legroom for my six
foot frame, though my head was just 
touching the roof. Anyone shorter 
should find it quite comfortable. 

All switches and controls on the 
dashboard are easily reached and have 
a solid feel to their operation. The cen
ter section is laid out very logically: the 
radio mounted up high where it can be 
reached easily and frequently, the cli
mate control system below that, and 
the trip computer situated on the bot
tom. The computer continuously dis
plays the time in one window, and all 



the other functions in another. Select
ing the function displayed can still be 
done by pressing in on the turn signal 
lever. 

The seats are "standard," without 
the deep bolstering of the "sport" seats 
found in cars such as the 318is. They 
ad just mechanically for fore-aft, height, 
and seat-back rake with three levers. 
Europeans will have their choice of 
cloth or leather, we may or may not get 
the same choice. Several interior color 
choices are available to complement 
the exterior colors, with the dashboard 
fascia remaining black. This, to me, is 
the one area that needs further work. I 
saw both types of interiors, cloth and 
leather, and my lingering impression 
was that the materials used on the door 
panels and dashboard were too cheap
looking and "plasticky" for this caliber 
of automobile. Inferior to even my ol' 
320i. 

Although it doesn't look like it at 
first, this car really does have a large 
trunk. The opening goes all the way 
down to the bumper, and the cantile
vered hinges let the lid swing com
pletely out of the way. You will find a 
fully-carpeted cavern that should swal
low everything the family needs for 
that weekend trip to Aunt Esther's. 
You will also find BMW's trademark 
toolkit in the lid , a full-size spare tire 
residing under the floor and, on the 
325i, the battery mounted in a well on 
the right side. 

Lastly, there's the purely subjective 
area of exterior styling. I like it. I admit 
I had some doubts when I saw the first 
photos. It sorta looked like they'd 
grafted a Pontiac Grand Am front end 
onto a 5-series. Believe me when I say 
photos don't do the car justice. In real
ity it looks somewhat like a scaled
down 5-series, yet it has a personality 
all its own. It looks well-proportioned 
from just about any angle.The design 
seems to work better painted in darker 
hues such as navy blue and gray; bright 
red looks almost unappealing and out
of-place. That may be at least partially 

because the bumpers and rocker pan
els are done in gray no matter what. 

Enough walking around, let's get in 
and drive. The seat adjusts easily to a 
comfortable position, while the steer
ing wheel, although not adjustable, is 
in just the right place. All the usual 
BMW gauges (tachometer, speedome
ter, fuel, temperature, and instantane
ous fuel mileage) are fully visible. 

Our driving consisted of about 140 
miles through the French countryside 
and a stint at BMW's test facility. After 
all this, my general impression is that it 
drives just like a BMW. Is that a reve
leation or what? The owner of a cur
rent 325i would have a hard time tell
ing the difference between the two 
cars. 
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SERVICE 

823-1212 
Gordon Kortlever 

[lMW Specialist 
Pete Jackson 

Service Consultant 

Ultimate Service for the 
Ultimate Driving Machine 
13635 N. E. 126th Place 
Kirkland, WA 98034 
Telephone (206) 823-1212 

In typical BMW fashion, the engine 
doesn't really start to crank until the 
pointer gets into the top half of the 
tach face. Then the sound of the engine 
becomes almost lyrical and the scenery 
starts going by at a rapid rate. You 
don't have to keep it wound tight 
though. Power is more than adequate 
just puttering around town. In case 
you get stuck in a traffic jam while 
puttering, the 5-speed shifts easily. 

Two things came to light during 
highway cruising that may or may not 
show in final production. One was a 
rather sharp thumping sound from the 
suspension when going over raised 
strips in the pavement. And almost 
everyone had something to say about 
wind noise . Most of the complaints 
seemed to center around the "B"pillar, 
right next to your ear. BMW's spokes
men claim that these bugs will be 
worked out before full production 
starts. This may be, but I've noticed 
wind noise in the same location on 
some 5-series cars, a similar design. 

That's about it for grousing. Every
thing else about the way this car drives 
is fantastic. The gearing is right, the 
ride comfortable, and the handling 
nearly perfect. 

We drove the cars on BMW's high
speed oval, and on a mile-long "han
dling course." We also had several 525s 
available for comparison purposes. The 
325i, being lighter, is quicker getting 
up through the gears. At speeds of 120-
125 mph on the oval, it never felt like 
either end was getting light or wanted 
to wander. On the handling course, the 
main characteristic was understeer. But 
do not get discouraged, fans of such 
shenanigans, trailing-throttle oversteer 
is not dead! Using my right foot to pick 
which end of the car I wanted to move 
around became a piece of cake. The 
5-series, in the same situation just 
adjusted the amount it wanted to 
understeer. 

During all this excitement, the driver 
doesn't even break a sweat. The steer
ing feel is excellent, as is the "seat-of-



the-pants" feedback. The seats them
selves could provide more lateral 
support when messing around at the 
limit, although they're just fine for 
normal driving. 

So, what we have here is the current 
325i with more power, bigger brakes, 
updated styling, and the same weight. 
In summary, an excellent car made 
even better. 

The new 3 will go on sale in the U.S. 
in April as the 325i. Although the 
equipment level has not been worked 
out yet, I suspect it will be very close to 
the current car. Which means about 

Big Fun 
On Little Wheels 
Over 1 ,200 Different 
Die-Cast Cars incl: 

• Burago • Gama 
• Brooklin • Match Box 
•Precision •Rex Toys 
•Salido • Vitesse 
• Polistil • Rio 
• Herpa • Praline 
•Brumm • Verem 
• Eligor and many more 

Over 2,500 Motor Books. 
Also Video Tapes, T-Shirts, 

Lie. Plate Frames, etc. 

2020 148th NE., 
Bellevue/Redmond 

(Next to Sears) 

562-1800 

WE SPECIALIZE 
IN SUPERIOR 

SERVICE 
• 15°/o discount for members. 
• We use only genuine German parts. 
• Factory trained service technicians. 
• Complete and accurate phone estimates. 
• No work completed without your authorization. 
• Free shuttle to work or home. 

644-7770 
190 

12408 S.E. 38th, Bellevue (Behind Factoria Cinemas) 

German Car Specialists~ 
the only options will be metallic paint, 
leather, sunroof, and heated seats. The 
price is also undetermined at this time, 
although they admitted it will cost 
more than the current model. With 
that listed at $27,000, my educated 
guess would put the new model at a 
base price of around $28,500. 

The 3-series "mix" in this country is 
going to be jumbled for awhile. BMW 
will stop importing the current 318 and 
325 two and four-door versions when 
the new 325i arrives. You will still see 
them for sale though, as dealers clear 
out their stocks. About six months 
later (around October) BMW will re
lease the two-door version of the "new" 
body. This will come as the 318is and 
the 325is. The M3, still in the "old" 
body, will be discontinued at the end of 
the 1991 model year. It will be back, in 
the new body, sometime in 1993-94. 
Meanwhile, the 3-series convertible 
will soldier on in the "old" body for at 
least two more years. The all-wheel 
drive 325iX is going away completely; 
its sales figures too low to mention. 

BMW has really done it up right. I 
predict that, starting in April BMW 

dealers are going to become a whole lot 
busier. 

(Jim Tulk is the editor of Whisper
ing Bomb, the publication of the Los 
Angeles Region of BMW ACA.) 

NOW ... THE ULTIMATE 
PRECISION WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

We use the latest computerized 
electronic test equipment ... 

-AIJGNMFNI', Inc. 
The Suspension Experts 

11908 124th Ave. N.E. • 823·1511 



The Saga Continues 
by Carl Constam 

The last time I wrote you was a cou
ple of years ago about my adventures 
with my white 1971 2002 which I had 
affectionately nicknamed "The 
Sponge". Shortly after I completed the 
article, I was approached by a univer
sity student who desperately wanted 
the car. So after some serious negotia
tions, "The Sponge" was his. I later 
found out that he did some serious 
damage to the car that winter. 

So here I was with cash in hand and 
no BMW to drive. I had been watching 
the local papers in anticipation of the 
sale of the car and of course I had my 
eye on several vehicles. But once again, 
my good friend Murphy reared his 
ugly head and all of the vehicles that I 
was considering checking out surpris
ingly disappeared . 

I was able to acquire a 1975 2002 
with only 75,000 "original" miles on 
the odometer. This car was so original, 
it still had a Blaupunkt AM / FM mono 
radio. Living in the Great White North, 
I don't have access to any club activi
ties without the necessity of at least a 
15 hour drive. I had such a good time 
at Seattle 's BMW Fest Northwest, that 
I decided to start building the car 
towards the next time I could attend a 
driving school. 

I spent a lot of money on the car 
including K YB gas shocks all around, 
replacement of all the sway bar bush
ings (highly recommended) , a valve 
job and transmission work and a new 
sound system. I also went to a set of 
Michelin MXV 196/ 60-14 tires on 318 
14" rims (not recommended). These 
made the ride of the car very harsh and 
if anyone is interested, they are cur
rently for sale. 

So finally, in July, we prepared for 
the great trek to Seattle with a stop in 
Spokane to visit with Tony Longinotti 
to acquire parts. You see, I can obtain 
most BMW parts in the U.S. for half of 
what I would have to pay in Canada. 

We loaded the car to the roof line and 
set off on a typical 90 degree afternoon 
for our holiday. This was also an exper
ience for us as it was our first long 
distance driving holiday for our five 
year old son who can identify any 
BMW on the road. 

Everything was going fine until our 
first gas stop in Calgary. When we 
pulled off the highway, I heard a noise 
that I had become all too familiar with 
in the past - a broken exhaust. The 
exhaust pipe had snapped in half in 
front of the centre resonator. Fortu
nately , we were able to find a Speedy 
muffler shop who had us repaired and 
back on the road again in less than an 
hour. 

The trip on to Spokane was very 
uneventful and it was a pleasure to 
finally meet Tony Lonninotti , Presi
dent of the Inland Empire Chapter. 
However, nobody had ever told us 
about 1-90 across Eastern Washington 
in the summer months. When we 
stopped to refresh fluids at Moses 
Lake, it was 115 degrees. Despite the 
heat and no air conditioning in the car, 

we all survived somehow and the 85 
degree temperatures in Seattle were a 
welcome relief. 

After attending the event in Seattle, 
we decided to drive down to Olympia 
and back up to Port Angeles to catch 
the ferry across to Victoria. As we 
neared Port Angeles , the "NOISE" 
started to return. When we finally 
stopped at the dock in Port Angeles, I 
was mildly upset (I'm being polite to 
mixed company). I looked under the 
car in anticipation of another broken 
muffler, but it was still in one piece. 

When I opened the hood, I imme
diately discovered the problem. r had 
installed a header (not a Stahl) and the 
header had broken clean across at the 
#2 exhaust port. Not only did it sound 
awful, but the header was also vibrat
ing against the engine block. Needless 
to say, the sound of a broken exhaust 
in the enclosed confines of the ferry 
boat were very interesting and if there 
had not been a chain across the front of 
the boat, the car would now be part of 
a fish reef in the Strait of Juan de Fuca. 

And if you think that this was fun, 
you should have seen the face of the 
Can:ada Customs official in Victoria. I 
am still not sure if it was pity or dis-



gust. Fortunately, after four telephone 
calls the next morning, I was able to 
find a shop that was able to re-weld the 
header. Ironically, these fellows dealt 
quite regularly with my parts guys in 
Edmonton. On the rest of the trip, 
nothing else fell off. 

But when we returned home, I knew 
that it was time for another car. My 
first attempts to sell the car privately 
were unsuccessful. And then, one day 
on my way to work, I caught the reflec
tion of something on a small used car 
lot near the office. Later that day, I 
stopped in to confirm what I thought I 
had seen earlier. 

What I discovered was a 1977 733i 
that I knew immediately was Grey 
Market because of the small bumpers 
and the different size headlights (7" 
beam and 5Y<i" high beam). The car was 
filthy but appeared to be basically 
sound. I was told that the car was on 
consignment and that the current owner 
was the second owner of the car. The 
car only had 175,000 km. (105,000 
miles) on the odometer and I thought 
that this was extremely reasonable for 
a 13 year old car. Arrangements were 
made, and I took the car to my mech
anic for an inspection. 

I can't say that the car was abused or 
neglected , but the owner just had not 
paid any real attention to the car. It is 
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interesting to drive a Grey Market car 
as all of the instrumentation is in Ger
man as is the owner's manual. Driving 
the car to the shop , I discovered some 
of the more obvious problems, like the 
car needed rear tires (the front tires 
were new), the radio was shot and the 
shocks all needed replacement. 

Once on the hoist, I started to realize 
what I had found. Inspection of the 
mechanicals revealed that everything 
underneath was dry from the block 
back to the differential. The car drove 
beautifully despite the shocks, and I 
was in love. After a few days of nego
tiating and begging with my bank 
manager, I was the proud owner of my 
newest source of cash depletion. 

I have already taken care of the 
obvious mechanical repairs and the 
more I drive this car, the better it gets . 
Ironically, the car came with no rear 
seat belts which has already been recti
fied with a call to Campbell-Nelson in 
Edmonds. As I had mentioned earlier, 
the owner's manual was completely in 
German. Well, an owner's manual is an 
owner's manual and one can usually 

figure anything out. But some of the 
instructions defied my best attempts. 
However, my mother-in-law, who is 
German, came to the rescue and trans
lated the appropriate portions for me 
(I knew I would finally find a use for 
her) . 

Everyone who has seen the car has 
fallen in love with it. The car is Polaris 
with a blue interior and has been 
named "The Bear" (Polaris is colour, a 
big car, I live in the Great White North, 
therefore Polar Bear, well you can fig
ure it out). Surprisingly, parts are not 
that hard to come by and I have 
already found several sources in the 
United States. 

The local dealer has informed me 
that because the car is Grey Market 
and not officially recognized as being 
in the country, if I require body parts 
for example, I have to make special 
application to BMW Canada to bring 
in the parts to Canada with a 12 to 14 
weeks wait. Oh well, everyone needs a 
challenge. 
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SPORTS CAR FANS AND OWNERS 
PST Racing has been appointed the 

Official and only West Coast Distributor 
of the Bridgestone Motorsport tire line. PST 

Racing has been servicing racing, rallying and 
autocross events for over three years in the Northwest. Whether you auto
cross, track events, drivers training or race, you need the best tires and 
suspension set up for your chosen event. We at PST Racing, a division of 
Puget Sound Tire, can help you get through the corners faster than anyone. 
Have the true professionals set your alignment or recommend the proper 
Bridgestone Tire for your needs. Give us a call or stop by to see the new 
Bridgestone RE-71 Z for the 1991 race season. 

PST RACING 
11011 Pacific Hwy. So. 
Seattle, WA 98168 

(206) 763-1273 
(800) 869-7138 

Fax(206)763-1695 
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(Editor's note: Zundfolge welcomes 
a new columnist, Joshua Weinstein. 
Joshua has owned BMWs since 1977 
and been a member of BMW A CA or 
BMW CCA for the past ten years. 
Joshua has owned several 2002s, a 
2800CS and currently drives a 1980 
323i. We hope you enjoy "Backfire.") 

I'm from New York City, went to 
college in Boston and lived the major
ity of my years in California. That isn't 
going to make Emmet Watson my 
friend, but it does give me a fairly 
decent foundation from which to make 
gross generalizations about different 
driving styles in different regions. Since 
I'm letting loose with the information 
that would make Mr. Watson hate me, 
I'll say this from the get go: Washing
ton drivers are by far the worst. 

In New York people just drive any 
way they damn well please. They don't 
pay attention to lane markers , they 
have no care for other drivers or pedes
trians. It's just groups of cars, like 
schools offish (or maybe packs of wild 
dogs) haphazardly flowing (usually) in 
the same direction. If some plankton 
(pedestrian) gets in the way, you eat it. 
And, of course, you never forget that 
the biggest, fastest fish wins. So when 
that light turns green, floor it! This is 
the main reason that there is no right 
on red in New York. Can you imagine 
13 million New Yorkers coming to a 
complete stop, looking both ways, 
yielding to the pedestrian and then, 
when it's safe, slowly proceeding into 
traffic by turning right on red? Neither 
could whoever makes the traffic laws 
for New York. 

Boston, a civilized city with history 
on its side, approaches driving a little 
differently. In Beantown the goal is 
simple: try to never have to bring your 
car to a stop. Most visitors to Boston 
remark on how aggressive Boston 
drivers are, and while that is true, the 
aggressiveness is not what differen
tiates Boston drivers. Most urban 
drivers are aggressive and Boston driv
ers are probably not as aggressive as 

New York drivers. However, in Bos
ton, drivers never want to stop and 
traffic lights do not dissuade them. 
When the green light turns yellow, the 
cautious driver may debate whether it 
is safer to stop or to hurry through 
before the red. In Boston every one just 
proceeds. Then once the light turns 
red, the questioning of whether to con
tinue through begins. The first cars will 
drive through the red, and maybe a 
couple more. The calculations the red
light-runner must consider, though, is 
that Boston drivers hate to stop and, of 
course, the converse is also true that 
they love to go. In other words, while 
half the people are running red lights, 
the other half are trying to jump the 
red light before it turns green. 

What makes driving in Boston really 
interesting is adding right on red to the 
equation. Picture an intersection where 
the light is turning green, yellow, red 
for one group and red to green for the 
cross town traffic. Everyone is running 
the various yellow or red lights. Now 
add a couple of right on reds. Oh, and 
don't forget the basic driving in Boston 
rule. You hate to stop, so the right on 
red is not completed after a full stop, 
rather it is negotiated at about 15-25 
miles an hour. After four years of this 
driving "style" I gladly moved to San 
Francisco. 

San Francisco and California, of 

course , is filled with mellow self 
involved yuppies driving their Porsches 
(or people driving a Celica pretending 
they're driving a Porsche). However, 
these drivers are not only awake but 
they are able to do more than one thing 
at a time. For instance, if they see a 
faster car behind them flashing it's 
headlights, they can figure out to pull 
over into the next lane and let it by. 
They, confronted with the same situa
tion can also slow down. Or simply 
stay in the fast lane applying their 
make up ( ok, or reading the news
paper). Worse yet they may let you 
pass because it's easier to shoot you 
from behind . In fact the last alternative 
became so popular possession of a gun 
(loaded or not) in a car became a fel
ony in California. But seriously, in 
California people actually use the left 
(fast) lane for, are you sitting, driving 
fast. Like 75 mph. Some even dare to 
go 80. But since CHP rarely use radar 
(state law says the local county has to 
pay for the radar units), it's easy to 
speed. And when you are stopped (if 
you aren't from Washington) they often 
say something like "Nice car. Slow it 
down. Have a nice day." And you do. 

Washington drivers are another 
breed. Maybe even another species. 
Maybe from another planet. Washing
ton drivers drive like they're from a 
cow town that grew up too fast for its' 
own good and they didn't bother to 
adjust to the fact there are five times as 
many cars on the road nowadays. 
Come to think of it, maybe that's what 
happened . But why they couldn't drive 
in the first place, I can't tell you. I can 
almost understand why seemingly 
normal people drive 50 to 55 in the lane 
and seem to think you're nuts if you 
ask politely that they get their slow 
butt (and that stupid Plymouth Val
iant, too) over into the "slow" lane. 
Doesn't sound too complex to me, but 
some people think that since they feel 
50 is a safe "speed", then you should 
too. 

What really drives me nuts about 
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Washington drivers, and what proves 
them (us?) to be the world's worst driv
ers is when they stop in the middle of 
intersections and spend the next five 
days trying to decide what to do next. 
This type of brain fade is prevalent. 
There is a mass inability to cope with 
the possibility of making decisions 
while the car is moving. People simply 
forget that there is the possibility of 
pulling over to stop and pass out. The 
scariest thought to me is a Washington 
driver in Boston for a weekend. The 
visitor parks in the middle of the inter
section while drivers from every possi
ble angle fail to stop at the lights and 
all proceed straight for the Washing
ton driver. Even I think that would be 
harsh punishment for not knowing 
how to drive. 

® Sunrise ® 
Auto 
Body 

157 McCleary-Elma Road 
McCleary, WA 98557 

(206} 495-3891 

Quality 
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Repair 

Structural Repairs 
Guaranteed for the 

Life of the Car. 

Classified 
Marketplace 

For Sale: Styled steel wheels for newer 
Jeeps. $30 each or $100 for four. 
George 228-8191. 

For Sale: Four spoked 318/ 325 wheels 
with legal tread on mounted rubber. 
$100. Dean 525-3326. 

For Sale: Completely rebuilt 3.0 6 
cylinder engine for Bavaria. New: Pis
tons and rings, new style cylinder head, 
valves and springs, camshaft, rocker 
arms and shafts, timing chain and 
gears, bearings and oil pump. Engine is 
complete with starter, alternator and 
Weber carbs. Have $3,000 in receipts 
for parts alone. Hear it run. $2,500 
OBO. Also have many other Bavaria 
parts including body, interior, glass 
and manual and automatic trans. 
483-0624. 

For Sale: Front and rear seats from '83 
533i, not leather, grey, good condition, 
$200. Also, non-limited slip differen
tial from same, low miles, $200. Call 
Cliff at (206) 781 -0586. 

For Sale: 1989 BMW 535i Sedan 4 
door, Model HD, silver, stick, car 
phone, 24,000 mi., $31,000, 572-4500 
(days). 

For Sale: 7 series auto tranny, brand 
new (not rebuilt), never installed, still 
in crate. 32 mm input shaft is the only 
factor determining if it will fit any 7 
series up to '85, both U.S. and Euro. 
No room to store anymore. Only 
$500.00. Model #731125 / 3HP-22-ZF, 
547-2164. 

For Sale: 1972 2002 Touring Blue with 
dark grey interior. Very rare hatch
back 2002. Very strong engine with 
dual Webers, aftermarket suspension, 
sunroof, 318 wheels, Fittipaldi wheel, 
body solid. $6,500. David or Lucetta: 
206-282-2641 

For Sale: 1974 2002 Tii, European edi
tion, only 88,000 original miles. Amaz
ing condition inside and out! All stock 
(except for front air dam), beautiful 
orange with black interior. Pioneer 
stereo with equalizer, Ungo box alarm 
and sheepskin seatcovers. This is one 
of the finest 2002s available in unres
tored condition. Must sell, asking $6200 
or best offer. Call Dan at 624-1695 
(wk.) or 937-2056 (hm). 

For Sale: 1972 2002, Verona Red, fac
tory sunroof, Momo wheels, AM/ FM 
cass., recaro seats, rebuilt engine/ trans
mission, body and interior in great 
shape. Call Rod 851-5750. 

For Sale: Mer. B.Z. 300SEL (6.3) 
Leather seats (told worth $1000) per
fect. Want leather for my 2800 CS or 
Bav. (maybe other parts) R.E. Hag
gard 259-2203 morns. 

For Free: Four stock 2002 wheels, 
13x4Yz (need old tires demounted); 
320i non-air console . Denny 0., 
228-2539. 

Classified Advertising Policy: Clas
sified ads are free to members in 
good standing (paid up dues). There 
is a $5 fee to non-members. Photo 
classifieds are $15 to members, $20 
to non-members. Ads will be run 
for two consecutive months, space 
permitting. Zundfolge staff reserves 
the right to edit all classified ads. 
Ads must be typed or neatly printed 
and sent to BMW ACA; P.O. Box 
1259; Bellevue, WA 98009; Attn: 
Classified ads. Make checks paya
ble to BMW ACA. 



BMW has introduced a two-door 
convertible version of the 3 l 8i, at a 
price of $28,500. Also available is a 
power-operated top on the 325i 
convertible. That car lists for 
$35,700. Both cars arrived at 
dealerships in mid-December. 
(Autoweek) 

Bid a fond auf Wiedersehen to 
BMW's eccentric Zl roadster. 
Production is to finish this summer. 
BMW was never convinced the ZI 
would sell when it was announced in 
1987. But it was sufficiently 
encouraged by public reaction to 
start making ten a day and promised 
to make 5,000 customers happy. 
Instead, it will have made 8,000 when 
the lines are shut down. 

Even without an American 
presence, customers were having to 
wait three years for delivery. BMW 
says it will meet those orders - and 
build a few more to limit black 
market trading in existing orders. 
There are no plans to replace the ZI, 
the company says. (Road & Track) 

The 29th annual International 
BMW Driving School at the 
Nurburgring will be held June 19-23, 
1991. For information contact: Leo 
Newland, 3728 Hulen Park, Fort 
Worth, TX 76109. Leo's phone is 
817-923-2212. (Roundel) 

BMW AG has four prototypes of 
an 850i convertible roaming the 
roads of Germany. A BMW official, 
however, says the company has not 
decided if the convertible will see 
production. The prototypes are 
powered by BMW's 300 hp Vl2 
engine, as is the 850i coupe. 
Additionally, two all-new V8s may be 
available: a 4.0-liter, 265 hp engine 
and a 3.0-liter, 230 hp unit. The new 
BMW's have been seen with both a 
removable aluminum hard top and a 
soft top. (Autoweek) 

The EP A's list of the ten cars with 
the worst gas mileage estimates is out 
and three BMW's made the final cut. 
In tenth place was the 750iL/ 850i, 
considered one car for EPA 
purposes. The eighth position was 
held down by the M5, the only 6 
cylinder car to make the list. BMW is 
in good company. The rest of the 
"top" ten is filled out by Ferrari, 
Rolls-Royce, Bentley and 
Lamborghini. (Autoweek) 

BMW's proposed Ml2 not only 
has driver adjustable shocks but 
driver adjustable anti-roll bars. (Car 
& Driver) 

BMW prefers the clean sheet 
approach for a high tech two seat 
mid-engined sports car that could 
become the basis of a Group C car. 
The so called M 12 is a team effort by 
BMW Technik, BMW Motorsport 

.and tuner Alpina. The Ml2 was 
styled in house and has short 
overhangs, a generous greenhouse, an 
unusually wide track and a relatively 
long wheelbase. 

The suspension is said to be 
identical to the 850i's but with revised 
geometry and stiffer mounting 
points. Expect adjustable shocks, 
springs and anti-roll bars, but not 
four wheel drive and probably not 
four wheel steering. 

The V-12 engine is as yet 
undecided. In the running: a 
normally aspirated 400 hp 5.7 liter 
engine prepared by Alpina; a twin
turbo, 48 valve 5.0 liter capable of 
800 hp; and a normally aspirated 500 
hp 5.4 liter with an active inlet 
manifold and four or five valves per 
cyclinder. 

So far, the Ml2 remains in the 
experimental stage and a production 
decision may await mid-1991. 
(Automobile) 

The doors for the proposed Ml2 
are two piece gullwing style, with the 
lower sections sinking into the 
doorsills, a la the Zl roadster. (Road 
& Track) 
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205th & Aurora 
P.O. Box 220 

Edmonds, WA 98020 
(206) 778-1131 

~~k~:rircs PLUS-... 
Discounters of 

HIGH 
PERFORMANCE 

TIRES Is WHEELS 
PRICI: 
Low Discount Prices. 
ALICTIONs Over 4,000 
tires in stock - Pirelli, 
Goodyear, Yokohama, 
Bridgestone, Michelin, 

B.F. Goodrich, and Cooper. 
ARVIUs Friendly, informed sales people; 
FBI tire mounting using European Tire 
Machines for Touch less Mag Wheel Mounting. 
All wheels are hand torqued to manufacturer's 
specs. •• ~g- - . .. --~- .. ~~.... ~ - _ _..rAfdJ----.. c.._1.~ ·~n .. . Jiii!ll' i....-.- ,.. 

t .. li6'V.. 12540 N.E.124th Street 
~\l~J Kirkland (Totem Lake) 

~ c_\•'\\~$1,000 instant credit plan !.~w1h ~!!!! 

RNR Automotive Refinishing. Incorporated 
Where Quality is the Difference. 

N~ sysems 
Unibody/Frame Repair 
LASER ACCURACY 

DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE 

Richard Scott 

IMPORT SPECIALISTS 

COLOR MATCH GUARANTEE 

INSURANCE WORK 

Evans Industrial Park 

1508-128th Pl. N.E. 
Bellevue, WA 98005 

453-2898 



UNLEASH THE POWER IN YOUR BMW 
WITH A HIGH PERFORMANCE COMPUTER CHIP 

This chip is designed to increase rev limiter and optimize 
ignition and fuel delivery curves to provide maximum 
power. Easy installation. 

AVAILABLE FOR 
NEW 5351 89-90 
NEW 635 CSI 88-89 
NEW 7351 88-90 
NEW 7501L 88-90 
NEW 3251 87-90 
NEW 3251X 88-90 
NEW M3 87-90 

M5-M6 87-89 
535 85-88 
635 85-87 
735 85-87 

SOON 850 90-+ 
SOON M5 90-+ 
SOON 533, 633-733 83-84 
SOON 325 E 84-87 
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81 Pioneer Way, Mountain View, CA 94041 
(415) 962-9417 

FAX (415) 962-0133 

DISTRIBUTORS 
BAVARIAN IMPORTS 
1505 Howell Mill Rd. 

LENY'S GARAGE LTD. 
2431 St. Clair Ave. West 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada Atlanta , GA 30318 

(404) 351-2002 M6N1K9 (416) 769-6243 

MIDWEST MOTORSPORT 
3054 N. Lake Terrace 
Glenview, IL 60025 

(708) 998-9150 

EUROPEAN PERFORMANCE 
100 South Lincoln St. 
Wilmington, DE 19805 

(302) 575-0717 

BMWACA 
Puget Sound Region 
P .0. Box t 259 
Bellevue, WA 98009 

Not legal for sale or use in California on pollution controlled vehicles. 

SUPERFORMANCE 
1629 12th Street 

Santa Monica, CA 90404 
(213) 452-8072 
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